
Tribe's clinch delayed, but magic number at 1 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- If the Indians are able to make a deep run through October, culminating in the franchise's first World Series title in seven 

decades, no Tribe fan will complain about the trying season that Andrew Miller endured. 

 
In the meantime, Miller's campaign continues to be disconcerting. 

During a 5-4 loss to the Tigers on Friday night, the high of Josh Donaldson's first home run in a Cleveland uniform quickly subsided when Miller 

could not keep Detroit's lineup in check. The left-handed relief ace took over in the seventh and he surrendered a pair of run-scoring doubles to 

help the Tigers pick up their first win at Progressive Field since last year. 

 

"Once he got into the inning, I thought his stuff was the same as before," manager Terry Francona said. "[He was] touching 94 [mph]. Good 

breaking ball. I thought he left a couple pitches up. Still, that's his third outing [since coming off the DL], and I know he doesn't like giving up 

runs. 

 

"I don't like when anybody gives up runs, but he's going in the right direction." 
 

With the defeat, the American League Central-leading Indians were forced to put their division-clinching party on hold for at least one more day. 

The Royals' 8-4 walk-off win over the Twins, however, trimmed the Tribe's magic number to one, meaning a win over Detroit on Saturday will 

seal a third consecutive Central title. 

 

Miller turned in a pair of encouraging outings over the weekend against the Rays, striking out four in two shutout innings after being activated 

from the disabled list. His latest absence was due to an impingement in his left shoulder. Miller also had DL stints earlier this season for a right 

knee issue and a left hamstring strain. 

 

With the score tied at 2, Miller came on in the seventh with one out and a runner on second. Jeimer Candelario welcomed Miller by pulling a 
fastball over the heart of the plate into left for an RBI double. Three batters later, Victor Martinez attacked an outside slider, sending it to deep 

center for another two-base hit to give Detroit a 4-2 advantage. 

 

Miller finished with 24 pitches, his most in an outing since Opening Day on March 31 in Seattle. That in itself was a stepping stone as he works 

towards being ready to handle a substantial workload in October. 

 

"Hopefully, [we'll] get him back Sunday and just keep building," Francona said. 

 

Candelario also led off the game with a home run against Indians starter Josh Tomlin, who allowed two runs in four innings. Detroit's decisive 

run came in the eighth, when JaCoby Jones singled off Neil Ramirez, stole second base and then scored from there when the pitch got away 
from catcher Yan Gomes on a strikeout. 

 

Complicating matters for Cleveland was a solid outing from lefty Matthew Boyd, who limited the Tribe to a 1-for-17 showing before Edwin 

Encarnacion and Donaldson launched consecutive home runs in the sixth. Boyd walked away with a no-decision, but he struck out seven and 

helped set the tone for the Tribe's 13th loss in 22 games. 

 

The Indians made things interesting in the ninth, when Donaldson hit a leadoff single to center against Shane Greene. Yonder Alonso followed 

with a pinch-hit single to left -- putting runners on the corners -- and Melky Cabrera brought a run in with a sacrifice fly. After a single by Gomes, 

Jason Kipnis then cut Detroit's lead to one with a run-scoring groundout to first. 

 
"We're all just trying to get on the same page," Tomlin said, "just trying to play our style of baseball as much as we can. Once it clicks and once 

we get on a roll, it should be pretty good. We're definitely not trying to time it out to where we say, 'Let's start clicking right now.' It doesn't really 

work that way. 

 

"[The Tigers] still put on a big league uniform and they're still a big league team, and they're trying to win games, too." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Donaldson's drive: A moment Tribe fans had been waiting for arrived in the sixth, when Donaldson followed Encarnacion's one-out homer with 

a towering blast of his own. Donaldson crushed a 3-0 heater from Boyd deep to left with a launch angle of 42 degrees, his highest on a homer 

since Statcast™ was introduced in 2015. The majestic homer (Donaldson's first with Cleveland and first overall since May 3) pulled the game 
into a 2-2 deadlock. More > 

"It's been a while since I've had this type of adrenaline going through my body," Donaldson said. "I've had to try to take a step back, breathe a 

little bit more, try to slow the game down. I've been pretty excited to be here and play the last couple games. To have a little bit of success 

tonight was nice." 

 

Missed chance: Francisco Lindor led off the first inning with a single to left-center, but a misplay by Tigers left fielder Christin Stewart allowed 

Lindor to advance to third on the play. Boyd escaped the inning unscathed with a trio of strikeouts in a four-batter span, including setting down 

Encarnacion and Donaldson. 

 

"He has good stuff," Francona said of Boyd. "He's got plenty of fastball and he's got a nice little breaking ball, a changeup to go with it. I thought 
he pitched really well. We were pretty quiet until all of a sudden a couple of the home runs gave us a little life." 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 



Similar to a year ago, Jose Ramirez has made a smooth transition back to second base, which is his natural position. He certainly looked 

comfortable at the position in the second, when Dawel Lugo sent a chopper up the middle. Ramirez ran in, made a backhanded grab of the 

bouncer in front of second and then fired the ball across his body and on the run. The throw got to first in time to nab Lugo for a highlight-reel 

out. 

"You can put him out in center field today, you could put him at catcher," Tomlin said, "and he'd probably be good at it. He's just a baseball 
player in every sense of the word. It doesn't matter where he plays, he's going to play 100 percent and he's going to play the same way." 

 

SOUND SMART 

This marked the 13th time that Encarnacion and Donaldson -- formerly teammates with the Blue Jays -- homered in the same game. This was 

the first time the pair went back to back in the same lineup. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"His first game at [Tropicana Field], he took a swing and I kind of got chills. I'm glad he's on our side now, watching that swing as opposed to 

actually having to face that swing. It was good to see him go out there and get his first hit, and get his first home run. That was a beautiful 

swing." --Tomlin, on Donaldson 
 

UP NEXT 

Indians right-hander Mike Clevinger (11-8, 3.16 ERA) is scheduled to start at 3:10 p.m. ET on Saturday against the Tigers at Progressive Field. 

Clevinger has a 2.54 ERA with 73 strikeouts against 10 walks in his past 10 starts (60 1/3 innings). Detroit will counter with righty Michael 

Fulmer (3-11, 4.56 ERA). 

 

Donaldson gets on track with 1st Indians HR 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- The angle at which the baseball left Josh Donaldson's bat gave Indians fans plenty of time to admire his work in the sixth inning 

on Friday night. It soared high over left field, creating a gasp and then a growing roar as the fans at Progressive Field anticipated its descent. 
 

While it came in a 5-4 loss to the Tigers, Donaldson's first home run as a member of the Indians was a jaw-dropper. The Tribe's magic number 

to clinch a third straight American League Central title dipped to one with the Twins' 8-4 loss to the Royals. 

 

"I'm glad he's on our side now," starter Josh Tomlin said, "watching that swing as opposed to actually having to face that swing. It was good to 

see him go out there and get his first hit, and get his first home run. That was a beautiful swing." 

 

With one out in the sixth, Donaldson received an inside fastball on a 3-0 count from Tigers lefty Matthew Boyd and Cleveland's blockbuster 

addition -- playing in his first home game -- left no doubt that the pitch was a mistake. It dropped deep into a sea of fans standing on the Home 

Run Porch, which rests beyond the 19-foot-wall down the left-field line. 
 

According to Statcast™, the solo jack -- one that came moments after Edwin Encarnacion launched his 31st homer -- had an exit velocity of 

109.1 mph. More unique was the 42-degree launch angle, which was higher than any long ball generated by the Bringer of Rain in a Blue Jays 

uniform since Statcast™ was introduced in 2015. 

 

The arching fly had a hang time of 6.8 seconds and reached its apex at 162 feet. 

 

"It's been a while since I've had this type of adrenaline going through my body," Donaldson said. "I've been pretty excited to be here and play 

the last couple games. To have a little bit of success tonight was nice." 

 
The home run tied the score at 2 and was Donaldson's first homer since May 3, when he also cleared the wall in Cleveland while playing for the 

Blue Jays. The homer was the sixth of the year for Donaldson, who was acquired from Toronto prior to the Aug. 31 deadline for postseason 

roster eligibility. 

 

"Every time he plays, it kind of feels almost like an investment," manager Terry Francona said. "He's playing the heck out of third. We've just 

got to get him his at-bats." 

 

Donaldson, who was activated from the disabled list on Tuesday, following a lengthy comeback from a calf injury, will be out of the starting 

lineup on Saturday. Francona said the third baseman will play on Sunday, allowing Donaldson to use the club's off-day on Monday to his 

advantage. 
 

"I feel really good with where I'm at right now," Donaldson said. "I'm just trying to leave it in their hands to see how this transpires. My body's 

been feeling pretty good. For me, it's more about being able to breathe on the field and slowing myself down, because I find myself at times, I 

want to go, go, go, and I want to force the issue at times. Tonight, I was able to make an adjustment." 

 

Bauer nearing return following bullpen session 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- With the regular season ending in under three weeks, Indians right-hander Trevor Bauer is doing all he can to be available for 

the postseason. He cleared another hurdle in that process this week by getting back on a mound. 

 
Prior to Friday's series opener against the Tigers, manager Terry Francona noted that Bauer's bullpen session (consisting of approximately 20-

25 pitches) went well on Wednesday and he has bounced back strong in the past two days. Bauer, who is on the disabled list with a stress 

fracture in his right fibula, is slated to throw off a mound again on Saturday. 



"I would say, of all people," Francona said, "his arm will be as ready to go as you can possibly expect." 

 

According to Francona, Saturday's session will take place on the mound at Progressive Field in order to use the stadium's Trackman system, 

which can gather data on pitch velocity, spin rate and other elements. The skipper also noted that Bauer is currently doing his running in the 

team's alterG treadmill, but he might be cleared to run on the field in three days. 
 

Barring any setbacks, Francona indicated it is possible that Bauer might face hitters by Tuesday. 

 

Bauer went 12-6 with a 2.22 ERA in 25 starts prior to being struck on the right foot by a line drive from Jose Abreu on Aug. 11 in Chicago. At 

the time of the injury, Bauer had 214 strikeouts against 56 walks in 166 innings, and he was a legitimate contender for the American League Cy 

Young Award. Bauer still ranked fifth in the Majors in WAR (5.9 per Fangraphs) entering Friday, even having missed the past month. 

 

The big question surrounding Bauer's return will be whether he rejoins the Tribe's staff as a starter or reliever when he is deemed healthy. 

Indians president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti discussed that aspect of Bauer's return earlier this week, and he said much will depend 

on how quickly Bauer is able to advance through the rehab schedule. 
 

"It's too early to say that he wouldn't be a starter for us," Antonetti said on Monday. "Our goal and hope is that we can build him back up to 

assume that role, but I think the one thing we're confident in is, if Trevor's healthy and able to pitch, that he can impact a postseason series. 

Whether that's in the rotation or bullpen is not something we've worked through yet." 

 

Worth noting 

• In his first two appearances since being activated from the DL, lefty relief ace Andrew Miller logged four strikeouts with one hit and no walks in 

two shutout innings (on Monday and Wednesday against the Rays at Tropicana Field). Miller has not worked back-to-back games since July 

30-31 with Triple-A Columbus and he has not worked in consecutive games for the Tribe since May 22-23. 

Francona said Miller is not far from being able to pitch in back-to-back games again. 
 

"I think we probably can," Francona said. "We talk to him every day. We talk the medical staff every day. It's funny, because you're at the point 

in the season [where] you're trying to kind of cut back on some of the guys and you're trying to build him up. So, we're trying to do a number of 

things." 

 

• Indians third baseman Josh Donaldson was out of the starting lineup on Wednesday, but he returned to the mix on Friday against the Tigers. 

Francona noted that Donaldson will receive a day off on Saturday before playing again on Sunday. The club then has an off-day on Monday. 

 

• Josh Tomlin, who started for the Indians on Friday, is scheduled to get a handful of starts down the stretch, per Francona. That means right-

hander Adam Plutko will stay in the bullpen for the time being. Said Francona: "We'll see how the next couple weeks go. We told [Plutko] that 
there certainly could be a start for him." 

 

Thoughts on Josh Donaldson trying to take it slow, Andrew Miller trending ‘in the right direction’ despite rough outing and Josh 

Tomlin’s on-going battle with his mechanics 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 11 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 5-4 loss to the Detroit Tigers Friday night at Progressive Field. 

1. Josh Donaldson is trying to take his foot off the pedal, which he normally has pressed against the floor. As Donaldson is eased back into 

games—he played Friday night but will have a day off on Saturday—the Indians want him to take it slow. The goal is for him to be ready, both 

with his health and his swing, by the time Game 1 of the American League Division Series rolls around on Oct. 5. 

2. A setback this close to that date could be crushing, so Donaldson isn’t being sent through the ringer right away to log as many at-bats as hu-
manely possible. It’s about a slow, upward progression. That doesn’t quite vibe with Donaldson’s standard operating procedure. 

3. ”They’re trying to ease me back into it and it’s not something that I’m really accustomed to,” Donaldson Normally, I just go all in. But I under-

stand their reasoning for it and I feel pretty good. … I’m just trying to leave it in their hands to see how this transpires. My body’s been feeling 

pretty good. For me, it’s more about being able to breathe on the field and slowing myself down, because I find myself at times, I want to go, go, 

go and I want to force the issue at times. Tonight, I was able to make an adjustment.” 

4. In addition to working his way back health-wise, there’s the added variable that it’s been several months since he was playing in meaningful 

games. He’s had to catch himself in order to slow things down. 

5. “It’s been a while since I’ve had this type of adrenaline going through my body,” Donaldson said. “I’ve had to try to take a step back, breathe 

a little bit more, try to slow the game down. I’ve been pretty excited to be here and play the last couple games. To have a little bit of success 

tonight was nice.” 
6. Donaldson on Friday night broke through, crushing a towering, moonshot of a solo home run to the Home Run Porch. That blast had a 

launch-angle of 42 degrees, the highest of any of his homers since at least 2015. It was his first hit as a member of the Indians, and it came just 

after Edwin Encarnacion also belted a solo home run, marking the first time those two former and current teammates have ever accomplished 

that feat. 

7. “It was nice. In that situation in the game—unfortunately, we didn’t come up with a win tonight, but it’s a step in the right direction,” he said. 

8. Andrew Miller entered in the seventh inning in a 2-2 game with the go-ahead run on third. He was coming off of back-to-back solid 

appearanc-es after coming off the disabled list with a shoulder impingement. Friday night’s outing wasn’t as clean. Miller quickly allowed a 

double off the left-field wall to Jeimer Candelario. After a fielder’s choice and a walk, Victor Martinez ripped a double to the gap to make it a 4-2 

game. 

9. “You know what, first pitch fastball the kid hit down the line, I think he was just trying to get ahead with the fastball,” manager Terry Francona 
said of Miller. “Once he got into the inning, I thought his stuff was the same as before: touching 94, good breaking ball. I thought he left a couple 

pitches up and it’s still, that’s his third outing and you know I know he doesn’t like giving up runs, I don’t like when anybody gives up runs, but 



he’s going in the right direction and even saying I think he threw 24 pitches in the inning and that’s more than he’s done. We’ll sit him down 

tomorrow and hopefully get him back Sunday and just keep building.” 

10. Tomlin took the mound following a key mechanical adjustment that he hopes will correct the course on this disastrous season. He’s been 

trying to focus on squaring up his hip, which he felt was lowering his arm slot and affecting his off-speed pitches. On Friday night, he left a fast-

ball right down the middle of the plate to his first batter of the night, Candelario. From there, he settled down, eventually allowing a second run 
in the fourth. Tomlin said he was a little over-anxious in the first inning and it cost him. It’s still a work in progress. 

11. “Pretty pleased,” Tomlin said with his changes. “I still made some mistakes over the heart of the plate, especially early on. Made a bad pitch 

in the fourth inning to a couple of guys that ended up scoring. But for the most part I felt my stuff was crisper at the plate than what it has been 

early on in the year. It’s something to improve off of, it’s something to build off of. In a couple days get in the bullpen and try to keep redefining 

that command, those mechanics that I’ve been working on and hopefully when I get back in the game next time it’s still there and able to make 

those adjustments with the pitches and hopefully minimize those mistakes.” 
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Tigers 5, Indians 4: Josh Donaldson homers, but Andrew Miller roughed up in 5-4 loss to Tigers 

CLEVELAND: One star the Indians hope can round into form belted his first home run in a Cleveland uniform, another star was roughed up and 
a late rally in the ninth fell short in a 5-4 loss to the Detroit Tigers Friday night at Progressive Field. 

The loss pushed back the Indians’ potential clinching of the American League Central Division to at least Saturday. 

Trailing 5-2 entering the bottom of the ninth, the Indians — as has been their recent habit — made it interesting. Josh Donaldson and Yonder 

Alonso each singled against Tigers pitcher Shane Greene to put runners on the corners and bring the tying run to the plate. Melky Cabrera 

brought home a run with a sacrifice fly to center field, making it 5-3. 

Yan Gomes followed with a single to right field, again putting the runners on the corners but this time bringing the potential winning run to the 

plate. Jason Kipnis got a run across by grounding out to first baseman Ronny Rodriguez, who couldn’t complete the potential game-ending 

dou-ble play as the Indians made it a one-run game. 

That brought up Francisco Lindor with two outs, but Lindor flew out to right field as the rally fell one hit short. 

Andrew Miller, recently activated off the 10-day disabled list with a shoulder impingement, was coming off two solid outings that included a cou-
ple of scoreless innings and four strikeouts. Friday’s appearance wasn’t as smooth. 

Miller replaced Adam Cimber in the top of the seventh inning with the score tied 2-2 and the go-ahead run on third. Jeimer Candelario, Miller’s 

first hitter, drove a double off the left-field wall to put the Tigers up 3-2. After a fielder’s choice and a walk, former Indians catcher Victor 

Martinez roped a double into the left-center gap to push the Tigers’ advantage to 4-2. 

The Tigers then scored unorthodox insurance run in the eighth to make it 5-2. With JaCoby Jones on second base, Neil Ramirez struck out 

Daw-el Lugo on a ball in the dirt that trickled away from catcher Gomes, allowing Jones to advance to third. As Gomes threw to first for the out, 

Jones rounded third and slid under the attempted tag by Ramirez at the plate. 

Josh Tomlin received the start Friday night in part because of the Indians’ desire to line up ace Corey Kluber and the rest of the rotation for the 

postseason, and also to allow Tomlin to log some innings in the hopes that he can find his form down the stretch. 

It didn’t get off to a great start. Tomlin, who has been plagued by home run issues all year, served up a lead-off blast to Candelario to right field 
on the third pitch of the game. Tomlin has now allowed 23 home runs in back-to-back seasons, although he pitched in 81 1/3 more innings last 

sea-son. 

From there, Tomlin mostly settled down. He worked through the second and third innings before doubles by Jim Adduci and Jones gave the 

Tigers a 2-0 lead. 

A couple of former Toronto Blue Jays sluggers tied it 2-2 in the sixth. Facing Tigers starting pitcher Matt Boyd, Edwin Encarnacion belted his 

31st home run of the season, a solo shot to left field. Then, on a 3-0 pitch, Donaldson launched a moonshot solo home run that landed in the 

Home Run Porch. It left Donaldson’s bat with a 42-degree launch angle, his highest since at least 2015. 

It was Donaldson’s first home run with the Indians, and also the first time he and Encarnacion have ever hit back-to-back home runs. Jose Bau-

tista often hit between the two in the Blue Jays’ lethal middle-of-the-lineup from a few years ago. 
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Indians notebook: Trevor Bauer progressing; Andrew Miller rounding back into form 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND — Trevor Bauer’s Cy Young campaign was effectively ended Aug. 11 when he was hit by a comebacker off the bat of Chicago 

White Sox slugger Jose Abreu. 

All that’s left now for Bauer is how prepared he can be before the start of the postseason as he rehabs from the stress fracture in his right fibula 

that resulted from being hit. 

Bauer threw a bullpen session of roughly 20 to 25 pitches — including his full arsenal — and responded well, according to manager Terry Fran-

cona. He is expected to throw another bullpen session Saturday on the field and could toss another Tuesday. 

 “Does he face hitters? We’ll see,” Francona said. “[On Saturday], he’s going to throw it on the field so we can use some of the TrackMan stuff 
to gauge spin, delivery, all those types of things. But he’s doing OK.” 

Bauer, according to Francona, has been running on the AlterG machine at 80 percent and “has the go-ahead” to graduate to land-based 

running after the weekend. He’ll also received another MRI at some point. 

Bauer has said multiple times through this process that he’s extremely frustrated he’s been sidelined because of a freak accident, especially as 

someone who prides himself on how he’s conditioned his body to handle a higher number of innings. Bauer has been seen tossing balls from 

his knees while in a walking boot, continually working to ensure his arm will be ready to go by the time his leg can handle a higher workload. 

That is the main concern for the Indians at this point — how much time, if any, Bauer will need once he can return to round into form before the 

American League Division Series, in which the Indians will most likely be the No. 3 seed. When Bauer got injured, he was 12-6 with a 2.22 

ERA, 2.38 FIP and 197 strikeouts in 166 innings and was securely in the top 5 in the AL in most major pitching categories. 

“I would say of all people, his arm will be as ready to go as you can possibly expect,” Francona said. “That’s probably the best way I can put it.” 
Miller rounding into form 

Bauer isn’t the only one spending September trying to round into form before October arrives. 



Andrew Miller was placed on the disabled list Aug. 29 with a shoulder impingement and returned Sept. 10. Since returning, Miller has put 

together two scoreless appearances with two strikeouts each and is now at the point at which, if needed, he could pitch on back-to-back days. 

“We talk to him every day, we talk the medical staff every day,” Francona said. “It’s funny because you’re at the point in the season you’re trying 

to kinda cut back on some of the guys and you’re trying to build him up.” 
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Indians Cody Allen, Yan Gomes and Andrew Miller taste-test celebrity wines 

By Phil Masturzo 

Details... 

Where to buy our celebrity wines 

I usually point out where to purchase wines I review. However, this list poses some challenges. 

Casa Piena is normally a mailing list wine. It sells for $175 per bottle with a three-bottle minimum purchase plus shipping costs from 

www.casapiena.com. However, at the time of this writing, there were two bottles of 2009 Casa Piena at the Market District in Cuyahoga Falls 

for $139 each. 

Dwyane Wade wines are available through Heidelberg Distributors in Ohio. 
Yao Ming wine and Gerald Casale’s 50 By 50 pinot are available at Papa Joe’s in Cuyahoga Falls. 

Drew Bledsoe’s Doubleback is available at 750ml in Akron. 

Ben Curtis’ Fairway & Vines is available at the Kent Cheesemonger, Treno Ristorante and Campus Wine Cellar in Kent. 

Dwyane Wade. Yao Ming. Drew Bledsoe. Ben Curtis. All are sports stars turned celebrity winemakers. 

Are their wines really worth our time and money? Is it the name on the label or the juice in the bottle that we covet? 

I thought it might be interesting to assemble a couple of all-star Cleveland Indians enophiles to make the call. 

Pitchers Cody Allen and Andrew Miller and catcher Yan Gomes were up to the challenge. This would not be another 10-Cent Beer Night fiasco; 

we brought in a Hall of Fame lineup for our tasting, because these guys are serious. 

Miller is building a extensive wine cellar in his off-season home and is one of the go-to guys in the clubhouse when it comes to wine. Gomes, a 

budding fan, has purchased high-end bottles of French ►bordeaux◄Bordeaux that coincide with the birth years of his children. Allen will try to 
throw you a curveball and tell you he is a mere student of the grape. Don’t be fooled. Allen shares a common passion for food and wine. 

Gomes’ wife Jenna arranged an off-day excursion to Napa Valley for several players and their wives on a recent road series in Oakland, Calif. 

They visited Dunn, Freemark Abbey and O’Shaughnessy. LeBron James and his Cavaliers teammates did a similar trip last December for what 

they called a team-building exercise. 

“I really enjoyed getting to meet the winemakers,” said Yan Gomes. “For me it was like getting to meet some of my baseball idols. This guy is 

making the wine that I am drinking. It’s kind of a really cool and neat thing that not a lot of people get to experience.” 

I was truly beside myself when Allen agreed to organize the tasting with Miller. 

This was our lineup: 

• A $150 bottle of 2009 Case Piena. Carmen Policy’s cabernet from Yountville is by superstar winemaker Thomas Brown. Policy, a Youngstown 

native, was the mastermind behind the five Super Bowl rings won by the San Francisco 49ers, and later general manager for the expansion 
Cleveland Browns. 

• Drew Bledsoe’s $95 Doubleback cabernet from Walla Walla. The former New England Patriots quarterback grew up with Gary Figgins of the 

highly respected Leonetti Cellar; how can you go wrong? 

• Dwyane Wade is in the twilight of his NBA career, but a rising star in the world of wine. His $95 can’t-miss cabernet is made by Jayson Pah-

lmeyer. Wade’s label also produces Three by Wade, a $25 bottle that we put to the test too. 

• Seven-foot-six-inch former NBA big man Yao Ming, from China, stands tall with his $80 Napa cabernet. I jumped at the chance to include this 

one. 

• Celebrities don’t have to play sports. Some play music, like DEVO co-founder Gerald Casale. The Akron native’s groovy 50 By 50 $32 pinot 

noir was in the mix. 

• I couldn’t pass up the chance to include former British Open Champ and Kent State graduate Ben Curtis’ $19.99 Fairway & Vines red blend. 
It’s only his second vintage, but I wanted to see what the experts thought. 

To level the playing field, we made it a blind tasting, so our panel didn’t know which wine was which. Instant replay was used — judges were 

allowed to go back for another sip when needed. 

I arrived at the Rocky River Wine Bar a hour early to prepare the back room for the event. All seven wines were placed in black bags to hide 

their identities and keep everyone honest. 

One by one we sampled the wines. With each pour, the group asked questions and tried to guess the wine. “Who’s the winemaker on the Casa 

Piena?” Miller asked. “How much is the 50 By 50 pinot?” asked one of the wives. (I’d left that price off the list. Oops.) “This one is definitely a 

pinot,” said Miller. 

These guys were getting serious. For a second, I saw them all tapping on their phones. I didn’t provide pens with the wine list, so they were 

using their phones to type notes and rate each wine. 
After the first wine was poured, Gomes quickly claimed “I know which one this is.” Even though the wine’s identity was hidden in a black bag, I 

sensed that somehow I was tipping my pitches. After the second pour, I realized Gomes was stealing my signals by reading the name on the 

cork while I opened the bottle. All in good fun. 

After sampling the seven wines — a magnificent seven I might add — it came time to pick a winner. One by one, they called out Wade cabernet 

as the top choice. 

“I was surprised they were all really good,” Miller said. “But Wade’s wine, particularly his Wade cabernet, was outstanding. My personal 

favorite.” 

Casa Piena got two second-place votes and one third. “I don’t think we necessarily had a bad wine,” Allen said. 

Ben Curtis’ Fairway & Vines got one second-place vote and two thirds. “Ben’s wine was really, really good,” Allen said. “I honestly didn’t think a 

$20 bottle was going to grade out like that next to a $150 bottle of Casa Piena and a $100 bottle of Doubleback.” 
Curtis also earned high praise from Miller. “We were all kind of fooled. It fit in really good with the cabs,” he said. 



Right on cue, the former British Open champ Curtis walked in the room. The conversation quickly shifted, Curtis fielding questions about 

making his wine and building his brand. “Do you own your own vineyards?” Miller asked. Curtis explained that his wine is made by Rich 

Parducci in Men-docino County. His chardonnay grapes came from Lodi, Calif. 

“They were all great and a lot of fun, and seemed to really know their stuff and have a lot of passion for wine,” Curtis said. 

“Making wine seems very grand and out of reach,” Allen said. “We kind of joke around about making wine. If anyone can do it, it would be An-
drew.” 

After being told he took third among a field of stellar wines, Curtis was more than happy. “Obviously, you’ve got great icons making those 

wines,” said Curtis. “Those wines were over $100. So it makes you happy and proud. It makes you believe that price doesn’t have to be a 

factor. 

“It’s the premise of our wine. To make quality wine at an affordable price.” 

Contact Phil Masturzo at philyourglass@gmail.com. 
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Cleveland Indians must wait another day to clinch AL Central, but who's counting? 

By Paul Hoynes,  
CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians have taken an unhurried approach to this entire season. Why should the business of clinching be any 

different? 

They had a chance to clinch the AL Central on Friday night with the Tigers in town for a three-game series. They needed to beat rebuilding De-

troit, something they'd done 12 times in 16 games earlier this season, and have Kansas City beat the Twins at Kauffman Stadium. 

The Indians came close to holding up their end of the bargain, but it wasn't enough. Edwin Encarnacion and Josh Donaldson hit consecutive 

homers in the sixth to tie the Tigers, 2-2. In the ninth, they had the tying run on second base, but Francisco Lindor flied out to right in a 5-4 loss. 

The Royals, however, came from behind to beat the Twins on walk-off grand slam by Salvador Perez, 8-4, to reduce the Indians' magic number 

to 1. 

The Indians entered Friday night's game knowing that a third straight division title would eventually be theirs. But that was the least of their con-

cerns. 
They have so many questions to answer and so little time to do it. The general belief in the organization is that they could be a much better 

team at the end of September than they are halfway through the final month of the regular season. If that sounds like a wishful thinking, that's 

exactly what it is, but that's the only option they have left. 

There is not enough time to get complete answers to all the questions manager Terry Francona and the front office have. But parts of those 

answers, as they did Friday night, will reveal themselves in the time that remains. 

* Encarnacion and Donaldson, hitting fourth and fifth, look like a dangerous combination. Not only did Donaldson follow Encarnacion with a 

homer in the sixth, but he started a two-run rally in the ninth with a leadoff single. 

"This guy is one of the best players in the game," said Josh Tomlin, who started Friday night for the first time since May 15. "We were talking in 

the dugout the other day. We watched him take his first swing in Tampa and you kind of got chills. I'm glad he's on our side after watching that 

swing as opposing to having to face that swing." 
Donaldson hasn't played regularly in a big-league lineup since May because of a left calf injury so the Indians can't push him too hard. In 22 ca-

reer games at Progressive Field, Donaldson is hitting .280 (23-for-32) with eight homers, 21 RBI and 20 runs. 

"He just needs some reps," said Francona. "He won't play Saturday, but he'll play Sunday. Every time he plays, it feels like an investment. He's 

playing the heck out of third. We just have to get him his at-bats." 

* Several baseball people said that one of the good things about trading for Donaldson and putting him at third base is that Jose Ramirez would 

get a chance to play second, his best position. Ramirez made a play in the second inning against Dawl Lugo that reinforced that thought. 

"He's a baseball player," said Tomlin. "You could put him out in center field, you could probably put him at catcher. He's just a baseball player in 

every sense of the word. ... You could put a guy like that anywhere on the field and he'd probably be an impact player." 

* On the other hand, Ramirez is still being beset by one breaking ball after another at the plate. He took an 0-for-3 Friday to extend his skid to 

16-for-98 (.163). 
* Lefty Andrew Miller, sharp in his first two appearances after coming off the disabled list, couldn't protect a 2-2 tie in the seventh. He allowed 

an RBI double to Jeimer Candelario and another RBI double by Victor Martinez to put the Tigers back in front, 4-2. 

"Once he got into the inning, I thought his stuff was just as the same as before," said Francona. "He was touching 94 mph with a good breaking 

ball. I thought he left a couple of pitches up. 

"That's his third outing, I know he doesn't like giving up runs and I know we don't like when anybody gives up runs, but he's going in the right 

direction. He threw 24 pitches, that's more than he's done. We'll sit him tomorrow and hopefully get him back out there Sunday." 

* New center fielder Jason Kipnis finally got a fly ball hit his way. Nicholas Castellanos hit a line drive to center with two out in the fifth. Kipnis 

broke in, tapped the breaks and put it in reverse to make the catch. 

Kipnis has made two starts in center since being replaced by Ramirez at second. 

"We're all just trying to get on the same page and play our style of baseball as much as we can," said Tomlin. "Once it clicks, and once we get 
on a roll, it should be pretty good. But we're not trying to time it out where we way, 'OK, let's get on a roll right now.' It doesn't work that way." 
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Magic number is down to 1 for Cleveland Indians after Kansas City's comeback win against Minnesota 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The magic number is down to 1 for the Cleveland Indians to clinch their 10th American League Central Division crown. 

Salvador Perez clubbed a walk-off grand slam for the Kansas City Royals on Friday to defeat the Minnesota Twins, 8-4. The Royals rallied from 

a 4-3 deficit in the ninth to down the second-place Twins. 

Cleveland, which lost to Detroit, 5-4, has a 15-game lead on the Twins with 15 games remaining. An Indians win on Saturday will clinch the 

fran-chise's 14th postseason appearance and third consecutive division title. 
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Edwin Encarnacion, Josh Donaldson hit back-to-back homers as Cleveland Indians fall to Detroit Tigers, 5-4 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Edwin Encarnacion and Josh Donaldson gave Cleveland Indians fans a glimpse of what manager Terry Francona's 

recon-figured lineup can do when they hit back-to-back home runs Friday, but Detroit's bullpen held on for a 5-4 Tigers victory at Progressive 

Field. 
Detroit starter Matthew Boyd (10-12, 4.08) looked unstoppable, striking out seven and carrying a one-hit shutout into the sixth inning. But 

Encar-nacion greeted Boyd with a one-out solo homer to the bleachers in left field on the first pitch he saw to cut Cleveland's 2-0 deficit in half. 

Encarnacion's 31st homer set off a fireworks celebration, and before the smoke cleared, newly-acquired third baseman Josh Donaldson had 

tied things up with a solo blast of his own. 

Donaldson connected on a 3-0 pitch for a 378-foot moonshot to the home run porch that knotted the score at 2-2. It was his sixth homer of the 

year and his first since May 5 as a member of the Toronto Blue Jays in the opening game of a doubleheader against the Indians at Progressive 

Field. 

Donaldson said it's been a while since he has had any sort of adrenaline going through his body, so he had to try and slow the game down a 

bit. 

"I've been pretty excited to be here and play the last couple games," Donaldson said. "To have a little bit of success tonight was nice." 
Francona said it's now just a matter of getting Donaldson some innings. He will rest Saturday and start again on Sunday.  

"Every time he plays it kind of feels almost like an investment," Francona said. "He's playing the heck out of third, just got to get him his at-

bats." 

Cleveland has hit back-to-back home runs seven times this season, but it was the first time that Encarnacion and Donaldson -- Blue Jays team-

mates in 2015 and 2016 -- have ever gone back-to-back. The duo has homered in the same game 13 times, including 12 with Toronto. 

Four Detroit relievers combined to hold Cleveland's offense down from there. Drew VerHagen, Spencer Turnbull, Joe Jimenez each worked 

scoreless outings, and Shane Green allowed a pair of runs on Melky Cabrera's sacrifice fly and Jason Kipnis' RBI groundout in the ninth before 

retiring Francisco Lindor on a fly ball to right for his 29th save. 

Jeimer Candelario's RBI double off Andrew Miller in the seventh put the Tigers in front, 3-2, and a Victor Martinez RBI double gave Detroit a 

two-run advantage. JaCoby Jones tacked on another insurance run when he raced home from second base to score on a dropped third strike 
in the eighth. 

The Tigers jumped in front early against Indians starter Josh Tomlin as Candelario sent the third pitch of the game 422 feet to the seats in right 

center for a 1-0 lead. Tomlin, making his first start since May 15, allowed two runs on five hits, including an RBI double by Jones in the fourth. 

"He was a little over-excited, hadn't started a game in a while," Francona said. "It's a hard way to start: home run and first and second, but he 

settled down and threw the ball well. He was crisp." 

What it means 

Despite the loss, Cleveland's magic number for clinching the American League Central Division dropped to 1 with Kansas City's comeback win 

against Minnesota. The Indians can clinch their 10th central division title in franchise history with a win on Saturday. 

The pitches 

Tomlin threw 62 pitches, 44 (71 percent) for strikes. Boyd threw 96 pitches, 58 (60 percent) for strikes. 
Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Tigers drew 26,952 to Progressive Field. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m. with a temperature of 76 degrees. 

Next 

The series continues Saturday with a 3:10 p.m. start. Cleveland's Mike Clevinger (11-8, 3.16) will face Tigers righty Michael Fulmer (3-11, 4.56) 

at 3:10 p.m. SportsTime Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will carry the game. 
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Trevor Bauer scheduled for more bullpen sessions as Cleveland Indians All-Star works toward return 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Trevor Bauer threw a bullpen session Wednesday at Progressive Field and is scheduled to throw again on Saturday, ac-
cording to Indians manager Terry Francona. 

Bauer, sidelined since Aug. 11 with a stress fracture in his right leg, continues to progress steadily toward a possible return some time this 

month. Wednesday's bullpen session consisted of about 20-25 pitches, Francona said, and the 27-year-old All-Star is close to beginning a 

running pro-gram. 

"He's been on the Alter-G treadmill at 80 percent," Francona said. "In three more days, he has the go-ahead to go land-based running." 

Meanwhile, Bauer continues to work through a throwing program that he helped design to keep his arm strong and ready to go as soon as he's 

medically cleared to pitch in games. 

"I would say of all people, his arm will be as ready to go as you can possibly expect," Francona said. 

Saturday's scheduled bullpen session will likely take place on the Progressive Field diamond so that the team can use technology to evaluate 

Bauer's progress. 
"We can use some of the TrackMan stuff to gauge spin, delivery, all those types of things," Francona said. "On Tuesday, probably same thing. 

Does he face hitters? We'll see." 

Beyond Tuesday, Francona said Bauer will undergo another MRI scan at some point, but he was not sure as to when that will happen. 

President of baseball operations Chris Antonetti told reporters this week the way Bauer has gone through the rehab process, including some of 

the things he's done with his arm care and arm conditioning, are a little bit different. 

"He's worked really hard to try to position himself to be ready as soon as reasonably possible," Antonetti said. 

Antonetti maintained that it might be a while before the team knows exactly what Bauer will be able to give them, and how his availability will 

affect the playoff roster. 

"We've got a couple of meetings already planned to continue those conversations among our front office group and coaching staff to try to look 

at a variety of different scenarios, not only with Trevor, but with other roster considerations for potentially the postseason." 
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Eastern League Championship/Fisher Cats 8, RubberDucks 5: Ducks sink in three-game sweep 

by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent 

They were who everyone thought they were. 

 

As a result, the New Hampshire Fisher Cats won their first Eastern League title since 2011 and fourth in history, including one when they were 
the New Haven Ravens. 

 

This title came fast and furious as the Fisher Cats completed a sweep over the RubberDucks on Friday with an 8-5 win in Game 3 at Northeast 

Delta Dental Stadium. 

 

“They’re loaded. There’s no doubt,” Ducks manager Tony Mansolino said. “That’s a good team. They’re very similar to that Altoona team we 

faced [in the Western Division Series]. We shot ourselves in the foot in Games 1, 2 and 3 in ways we haven’t shot ourselves in the foot all year. 

They played clean baseball. They played about as good as they can play and they’re very talented. It is what it is.” 

 

The Western Division champion RubberDucks were able to erase an early two-run deficit in Game 3 with two runs in the top of third, but it didn’t 
last very long, as the Fisher Cats put up two in the bottom of the inning and added two more on a two-out single by Jon Berti in the bottom of 

the fourth. 

 

Danny Young earned the win in relief. A left-hander, Young pitched two innings of one-hit ball. He gave up an earned run and struck out two. 

 

That offset two-RBI games from Tyler Krieger and Sam Haggerty for the Ducks and a 1-for-2, RBI game from Andrew Calica. 

 

The effort of the RubberDucks can’t be denied as a team that lost three of its starting pitchers to the Indians and Triple-A Columbus and their 

Nos. 3 through 6 hitters to either Columbus or via a trade. 

 
Add countless relievers picking up promotions and the fact the Akron organization was in its 11th ELCS shows just how big a season the Ducks 

had. 

 

The RubberDucks finished the regular season 78-62 to finish second in the Eastern Division and then knocked off the defending league 

champion Altoona Curve in four games. 

 

“It was a great season in a lot of ways,” Mansolino said. “We were in first place for three months straight. That never happens. That was in spite 

of the transactions, roster moves and the whole deal. 

 

“The fact we got past Altoona in the league series was a feat in itself. … Coming in and facing this team minus Triston McKenzie and minus 
Aaron Civale. That showed up a lot more in this series than it did the last one.” 

 

Coasting into playoffs working to Indians advantage | Jeff Schudel 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

The champagne for celebrating the Indians third consecutive American League Central Division championship could have been put on ice at 

Progressive Field back in May, or even in spring training, waiting for the special moment to become official. 

 

It certainly was stored and ready for use on Sept. 14 when the Indians faced the Detroit Tigers with a chance to clinch. An Indians victory and a 

Minnesota loss in Kansas City would have put Progressive Field in a party atmosphere with more than two weeks left in the regular season. 

 
Alas, the Indians and the crowd of 26,956, clapping and cheering until Francisco Lindor hit a fly to left with a runner on second for the final out, 

had to postpone the party at least for one day because the Tribe lost, 5-4. The Indians scored twice in the bottom of the ninth. 

 

The relevant question remains the same: Is it better to coast into the playoffs without drama, as the Indians and Red Sox are, or is it better to 

be in a raging battle in which every game is important, as in the National League West where the Dodgers and Rockies are in a slugfest? 

It is a question with no definitive answer, but Indians manager Terry Francona took advantage of his situation by starting Josh Tomlin on Sept. 

14 as a step to setting up his pitching rotation for the playoffs, which for the Indians will start on Oct. 5, most likely start in Houston. 

 

Indians ace Corey Kluber last pitched on Sept. 10. His normal turn in the rotation would be the Sept. 15 game against the Tigers at Progressive 

Field, but instead he will next pitch on Sept. 18 in a home game with the White Sox. That will set him up for two more starts in the regular 
season and put him on track to pitch Game 1 of the ALDS with an extra day of rest. Kluber’s last start in the regular season would be Sept. 29. 

 

Francona can afford to massage his rotation because the Indians won’t be in a crucial game until the first Friday in October. Kluber struggled in 

two starts against the Yankees in the ALDS last year, so as far as Francona is concerned, rest trumps momentum. 

 

“You always hear like, ‘Oh, OK, a team’s going in hot,’ when they have momentum or whatever,” Francona said before the series opener with 

the Tigers. “But then you sit for four days and then somebody comes out and throws a great game against you. There goes that momentum. 

So, I think it’s different. 

 

“Obviously you want to go in feeling good about yourselves, but regardless of how you do it, it’s a whole new season and it’s a five-game 
series, so it’s a whole new ballgame. You’d like for everybody to be healthy and feeling good about themselves, though.” 

 



The Indians have been the only team with a winning record in the Central Division for most of the season. They would be third in the AL West 

behind Houston and Oakland and third in the East behind the Red Sox and Yankees with a slim lead over the Tampa Bay Rays. Every game 

would count if the Indians were in one of those divisions. 

 

But they aren’t, and the Tribe isn’t apologizing for its 15-game lead on the second-place Twins in the worst division in baseball. 
 

“You get the sense that it’s not ‘if,’ it’s ‘when’ we’re going to clinch, so in that sense you can say it’s anti-climactic, but it doesn’t diminish what’s 

been accomplished this year by this team,” second baseman/centerfielder Jason Kipnis said. “We did our job. That’s an accomplishment in 

itself and something that should be celebrated. 

 

“We came into the year with high hopes with the World Series and stuff like that on the list of things we want to accomplish. Winning the 

division is one of them. I think it should be celebrated no matter how big a margin it is.” 

 

The champagne will be chilling a little longer at the corner of Carnegie and Ontario. 

 
Indians’ Central clinching stalled with 5-4 loss to Tigers 

By Tom Withers, The Associated Press 

Andrew Miller gave up two RBI doubles in the seventh inning as Cleveland’s march to the AL Central title was slowed by the Detroit Tigers, who 

beat the Indians 5-4 on Friday night to end a 10-game losing streak at Progressive Field. 

 

Miller, making his third appearance since coming off the disabled list, relieved Adam Cimber (0-2) in the seventh, but couldn’t stop the Tigers 

from snapping a 2-2 tie. 

 

Jeimer Candelario, who homered in the first, doubled home one run and Victor Martinez also doubled off Miller, a former All-Star who has been 

on the DL three times and has not been as dominant. 
 

The Indians entered with a 15-game lead and magic number of two to win their third straight division title and secure a postseason berth that 

has been a foregone conclusion for months. 

Any celebrating remains on hold for at least another day. 

 

Cleveland scored twice in the ninth to cut it to 5-4 against closer Shane Greene, who finally retired Francisco Lindor on a fly to right with the 

tying run at second. 

 

Josh Donaldson homered and went 2-for-4 in his home debut for Cleveland, and Edwin Encarnacion connected for his 31st homer. 

 
>>> PHOTOS: Tigers at Indians, Sept. 14 

 

Drew VerHagen (3-2) got two outs in the sixth and Greene worked a shaky ninth for his 29th save. 

 

Tigers starter Matthew Boyd held the Indians to just one hit until the sixth, when former Toronto teammates Encarnacion and Donaldson tied it 

with consecutive homers. 

 

First, Encarnacion hit a towering shot into the left-field seats. 

 

After returning to the dugout following his “walking the parrot” home run ritual, Encarnacion had just peeled off his batting gloves when 
Donaldson got the green light on a 3-0 pitch and lifted it over the wall for his first hit in eight at-bats with the Indians. 

 

The moment was one Cleveland fans are hoping to see again in October from Donaldson, who was acquired from the Blue Jays on Aug. 31. 

 

Josh Tomlin made his first start for the Indians since May 21, but was in trouble right away as Candelario connected for a 422-foot homer on 

the game’s third pitch. 

 

It was the 23rd homer allowed by Tomlin in just 55 2/3 innings. Tomlin’s habit of giving up homers was one of the reasons he was dropped from 

the rotation earlier this season, and perhaps why his career could be coming to a close. 

 
One year ago Friday, the Indians won their 22nd straight game in dramatic fashion to set the longest winning streak in AL history. 

 

Tigers shortstop Jose Iglesias will miss the rest of the season with a lower abdominal strain. He hasn’t played since Aug. 29 and was placed on 

the 10-day disabled list the next day. 

 

Iglesias visited Dr. William Meyers, a core muscle specialist, and the decision was made to shut him down. Iglesias batted .269 with five 

homers and 48 RBIs and committed eight errors in 125 games. The 28-year-old made $6.275 million this season and will be a free agent. 

 

Tigers: INF Niko Goodrum (bruised left quad) was not in the lineup and could miss several days. While playing shortstop on Wednesday, 

Goodrum collided with left fielder Christin Stewart while chasing a fly ball. 
 



Indians: RHP Trevor Bauer will pitch off the mound Saturday as recovers from a broken leg that has sidelined him since Aug. 11. Manager 

Terry Francona said Bauer recovered nicely after throwing 20 to 25 pitches in a bullpen session on Wednesday and the team is encouraged by 

his progress. Bauer will soon begin a regular running routine and undergo another MRI. 

 

Mike Clevinger, who is 6-1 with a 2.15 ERA against AL Central teams, makes his third start this season against the Tigers. Michael Fulmer 
goes for Detroit. 

 

Tigers 5, Indians 4: Tribe fails in bid to clinch third straight Central Division title, but Twins loss reduces magic number to one 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 14, 2018 | Updated 3:24 a. m. 

CLEVELAND — The Indians had an opportunity to clinch their third straight Central Division title Friday with a win over the Tigers and a loss by 

second-place Minnesota. 

 

The Twins obliged, but the Indians weren’t able to take care of their end of the deal. 

 

Cleveland’s offense was shut down for much of the night in a 5-4 loss in the opener of a three-game series in front of 26,592 at Progressive 
Field, but thanks to Minnesota’s loss was able to trim the magic number to one. 

 

Cleveland was one-hit in a 3-1 loss Wednesday at Tampa Bay. Against the Tigers, the Indians managed only six hits — just one over the first 

five innings against Tigers starter Matthew Boyd. 

 

They finally broke through against Boyd in the sixth, getting back-to-back home runs from Edwin Encarnacion and Josh Donaldson to tie the 

game at 2. 

 

“He has good stuff,” manager Terry Francona said of Boyd. “He’s got plenty of fastball and he’s got a nice little breaking ball, a change-up to go 

with it. I thought he pitched really well. We were pretty quiet until all of a sudden a couple of the home runs gave us a little life.” 
 

It was Donaldson’s first hit in seven at-bats since joining the Indians in a waiver-wire trade with Toronto and his towering drive to the Home Run 

Porch in left field was his first long ball since he hit two as a member of the Blue Jays during a doubleheader in Cleveland on May 3. 

 

“It was nice. In that situation in the game,” Donaldson said. “Unfortunately, we didn’t come up with a win tonight, but it’s a step in the right 

direction. Honestly, the coolest part about all of it is how the fans react and how my teammates have received me. Coming in (the dugout), 

everybody was so pumped up.” 

 

“It’s nice to see and then he got the base hit in the ninth inning to start an inning,” Indians manager Terry Francona said of Daonaldson. “He just 

needs some reps. He won’t play (today), but he’ll play Sunday and you know every time he plays it kind of feels almost like an investment. … 
He’s playing the heck out of third, just got to get him his at-bats.” 

 

Detroit matched the Indians’ two-run effort in the seventh, scoring twice on doubles from Jeimer Candelario and Victor Martinez off left-hander 

Andrew Miller to go back in front 4-2. 

 

“Once he got into the inning, I thought his stuff was the same as before — touching 94 (mph), good breaking ball,” Francona said. “I thought he 

left a couple pitches up and it’s still, that’s his third outing and you know I know he doesn’t like giving up runs, I don’t like when anybody gives 

up runs, but he’s going in the right direction. We’ll sit him down (today) and hopefully get him back Sunday and just keep building.” 

 

Right-hander Josh Tomlin made his first start for the Indians since May 15, allowing two runs over four innings. 
 

Things began roughly for Tomlin, who allowed a home run on the third pitch of the game to Candelario, and the next two batters to reach on a 

walk and single. 

 

“Once he settled in I thought he was fine,” Francona said of Tomlin, who has allowed 23 homers over 59 2/3 innings. “By his own admission, he 

was a little overexcited, hadn’t started a game in a while. It’s a hard way to start — home run and first and second, but he settled down and 

threw the ball well. He was crisp.” 

 

“I still made some mistakes over the heart of the plate, especially early on,” Tomlin said. “Made a bad pitch in the fourth inning to a couple of 

guys that ended up scoring. But for the most part I felt my stuff was crisper at the plate than what it has been early on in the year. It’s something 
to improve off of. It’s something to build off of.” 

 

The Indians scored twice in the ninth inning and had the winning run at the plate in Francisco Lindor, who flied to right to end the game. 

 

Indians notes: Trevor Bauer takes another step toward returning to rotation 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 14, 2018 | Updated 3:16 a. m. 

CLEVELAND -- Trevor Bauer took another step to returning to the starting rotation, throwing a bullpen session Wednesday at Progressive Field 

while the Indians were on the road. 

 

“I think what was almost as important was how he bounced back,” manager Terry Francona said of Bauer, who has been sidelined since Aug. 
12 with a stress fracture in his lower-right leg. “He’ll throw another bullpen (today). On Tuesday, probably the same thing. Does he face hitters? 

We’ll see. (Today) he’s going to throw (the bullpen session) on the field so we can use some of the TrackMan stuff to gauge spin, delivery, all 

those types of things. But he’s doing OK.” 



 

Francona said Bauer, who has been running on the tread mill, has been cleared to begin land-based running at the beginning of next week. He 

said Bauer is scheduled to undergo another MRI before his return. 

 

The right-hander, who was a strong candidate to win the first CY Young award of his career, should benefit from throwing early into his 
rehabilitation process.  

 

“I would say of all people, his arm will be as ready to go as you can possibly expect. That’s probably the best way I can put it,” Francona said. 

 

Miller moment 

Francona said Andrew Miller has reached the point where he can make back-to-back appearances. The left-hander returned from his third stint 

on the DL on Sunday.  

 

“It’s funny because you’re at the point in the season, you’re trying to kinda cut back on some of the guys and you’re trying to build him up,” 

Francona said. “So, we’re trying to do a number of things -- ya know, (Josh) Donaldson’s going to play (Friday), not (today) or the next day. 
We’re trying to get a number of things done while we’re playing. I think everybody will be happy when we’re just playing, but we’ve got to get 

through it.” 

 

Miller had made two appearances through Thursday since his return, tossing scoreless innings in each, while striking out four batters.  

 

Three-peatin’  

The Indians entered Friday with the opportunity to clinch their third straight Central Division, while qualifying for the postseason for the fourth 

time in Francona’s six years as manager. 

 

Though they played in the weakest division in baseball, he said there will be still plenty to celebrate when the Indians wrap up the title.  
 

“Take a lot of pride in that, because it’s hard to do,” Francona said. “Not everything always goes your way. We found a way to be good enough 

despite some things going our way, some things not. And I think we’ve done it in a really good way. I’m proud of the way we’ve gone about it. 

 

“That’s why regardless of when it happens or how it happens, I want our guys to enjoy it. Because it’s really hard. And then we turn the page 

and ‘OK, what’s next?’ But I want them to enjoy and blow off a little steam. Because you don’t get to do that very often. And winning’s hard.” 

 

The Indians entered the Division Series last year on the heels of a red-hot final month that included an American League-record 22-game 

winning streak. 

 
“I don’t know that that matters. It made our record better, but the postseason is different,” said Francona, whose team was eliminated by the 

Yankees in five games after winning the first two. “We’ve been somewhat unsettled for a decent part of the year. We may not have our best 

team until the last week of the season. Last year, after we won 22 in a row, we went into the playoffs so unsettled. That doesn’t help. So, 

hopefully, we will be able to put that part behind us. Ya know, we have Miller, (Josh) Donaldson, (Jason) Kipnis, (Jose) Ramirez -- hopefully the 

moving parts aren’t moving anymore and everybody’s healthy going in.” 

 

Tomlin time 

Francona said Friday’s pitcher, Josh Tomlin, would likely get one more start before the regular season is complete. It’s been a trying year for 

Tomlin, who was in the rotation on Opening Day, but had made only six starts and posted a 6.63 ERA in 28 appearances through Thursday -- 

allowing 22 home runs over  
55 2/3 innings.   

 

“We thought he deserved it. I think he deserves a chance to make a couple starts to see what he can do,” Francona said. “He’s been a trooper 

through everything. You never hear anything but team first come out of his mouth. It’s a pleasure.” 

 

Roundin’ third 

Catcher Yan Gomes entered Friday having hit safely in 12 of his last 15 games, batting .345 (20-for-58) with three homers and five RBIs over 

the span. Gomes’ .316 average since the beginning of August led all AL catchers through Thursday. 

** Former Indians catcher and current Tigers player Victor Martinez will be honored prior to today’s game. The 17-year veteran has announced 

that this will be his last season. Martinez began his career with Cleveland, spending parts of eight years (2002-09) there and making the all-star 
team three times. He holds the franchise record for RBIs in a single season (114) by a catcher. 

** Saturday, 3:10, STO; WEOL 930-AM, WTAM 1100-AM, WMMS 100.7-FM. Clevinger (11-8, 3.16) vs. Fulmer (3-11, 4.56). 

 

 

  

 


