
Tribe ends home slate with walk-off win vs. Sox 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- Though Sunday marked the Indians' final regular-season game at Progressive Field, fans knew it wasn't the last time the team 

would be playing at home this year. 

 
The Indians will be back. As American League Central champions, the Tribe is guaranteed at least one more home game -- Game 3 of the 

best-of-five AL Division Series, but the team and fans alike are hoping there's more to follow as the club tries to bring home its first World Series 

title in seven decades. 

 

The Indians (87-68) were able to wrap up their home slate on a high note and staved off the also-postseason-bound Red Sox (105-51) with a 4-

3 walk-off victory in 11 innings, giving Cleveland a 4-3 season series advantage against the AL East champions. 

 

"If that game tonight was in a couple weeks, that'd be one for the ages," manager Terry Francona said. "Tonight, it's going to be a late night, but 

it was a fun game. Both teams again used a lot of guys and a lot of pitchers, but it was a fun game. Everybody approached it the right way, and 

we got a win out of it." 
Rookie Greg Allen drove in Jose Ramirez as the winning run in the 11th, shooting a one-out single with the bases loaded into left field past a 

drawn-in infield for the Tribe's second walk-off win in as many days. Michael Brantley delivered the game-winning hit in Saturday's extra-innings 

tilt. Following the hit, Allen was chased down by teammates and mobbed in the outfield. 

 

"I don't think there's any getting away from that," said Allen, after stowing his game-winning game ball into his locker. "In a time like that, when 

it's celebratory, I don't really want to get away from it. It was fun -- definitely fun." 

Josh Tomlin (2-5) got the win after throwing two scoreless innings. William Cuevas (0-2) was charged with the winning run after pitching 5 1/3 

solid frames. 

 

"Up and down, those are some of the best hitters you'll see in all of baseball," said Indians starter Adam Plutko, who allowed three runs across 
six innings. 

 

Despite the matchup between playoff-bound opponents, the result had little effect on team position or seeding. The Indians will enter the ALDS 

on the road against the AL West winner, the Astros or Athletics. Boston has a magic number of one to secure the top overall record and home-

field advantage throughout the playoffs. The Sox will face the winner of the AL Wild Card Game in the ALDS. 

 

"Hopefully, we'll see them again later on in the playoffs," Allen said. "It's really just kind of testing that will power. We were able to persevere." 

 

His teammates agree. 

 
"This reminds me of October," shortstop Francisco Lindor said. "Playing games like this is fun." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Edwin reaches century mark: The Tribe tagged Red Sox starter Hector Velazquez for three runs in the third, a rally that started when Edwin 

Encarnacion plated Brantley with a single to the left-center-field gap for his 100th RBI of the season. Switch-hitter Melky Cabrera drove in 

Encarnacion and Yonder Alonso on a two-run, opposite-field double from the right side of the plate off right-handed knuckleballer Steven 

Wright. 

 

Encarnacion finished the game 2-for-3 and hit his first triple of the season in the second. Earlier in the year, he had an inside-the-park home run 

and three stolen bases. Encarnacion has reached 100 RBIs six times, including each of the last four seasons, matching Rockies third baseman 
Nolan Arenado for the longest active streak in the Majors. 

 

"As long as he stays healthy, you can pretty much pen and ink it in that he's going to get 100 RBIs," Francona said of Encarnacion. "He does it 

every year. That's what he brings. It's nice knowing that going into a year." 

 

PEREZ INJURED 

Starting catcher Roberto Perez exited the game in the bottom of the fifth inning with a right shoulder contusion, the club announced. Perez took 

a foul ball off the shoulder in the top of the third but stayed in the game after being evaluated by a team trainer. Rookie Eric Haase pinch-hit for 

Perez in the fifth and took over behind the plate. 

 
"He got hit pretty hard in the right shoulder," Francona said. "We let him get looked at and get some ice on it." 

SOUND SMART 

With an attendance of 27,879, the Tribe's total regular-season attendance was 1,961,701 -- including nine sellouts and an average of 24,084, 

eighth-highest in the AL. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"They tell you, 'Oh, these games don't mean anything.' Really? Well, you have 105 wins. Clearly you guys want to win ballgames and we want 

to win ballgames. So I think that competitiveness is there whether it's meaningless games or whatever. Every team wants to win." -- Plutko 

 

UP NEXT 
Corey Kluber will take the mound on Monday at Guaranteed Rate Field as the Tribe begins its final road trip of the season with a three-game 

set against the White Sox. The Indians ace will be trying to reach 20 wins for the first time and become the first Indians pitcher to do so since 

Cliff Lee went 22-3 in 2008. Chicago will counter with right-hander Dylan Covey in the 8:10 p.m. ET matchup. 



Edwin secures 4th straight 100-RBI season 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- Indians slugger Edwin Encarnacion picked up his 100th RBI of the season on Sunday night, sparking a three-run rally in the 

fourth inning of the Tribe's 4-3 win over the Red Sox at Progressive Field. 

 
Cleveland's designated hitter lined a deep run-scoring single into the left-center-field alley off a 91.6-mph sinker from Red Sox starter Hector 

Velazquez, plating Michael Brantley, who led off the inning with a sharp single into center. 

The hit secured Encarnacion's fourth consecutive season with at least 100 RBIs, and his sixth overall. In 2016, his last season with the Blue 

Jays, Encarnacion set his career high with a Major League-leading 127 RBIs. 

 

Encarnacion joins Rockies All-Star Nolan Arenado as the only active players with 100-plus RBIs in each of the last four seasons. 

 

"As long as he stays healthy, you can pretty much pen and ink it in that he's going to get 100 RBIs," manager Terry Francona said. "He does it 

every year. That's what he brings. It's nice knowing that going into a year." 

 
Well-rested Allen ready to return to mound 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- The amount of work Cody Allen has done over the past month is not limited to the pitches logged in the Indians' box scores. 

Those numbers do not include the throwing sessions in the outfield or on the bullpen mound, where the late-inning reliever searched for 

solutions to his struggles. 

 

Once Allen felt he had found some answers and the in-game results began to back that belief, he worked with Indians manager Terry Francona 

on a schedule that would prepare him for October. That has included an eight-day down period, which is expected to conclude with an 

appearance on Monday on the road against the White Sox. 

From there, Allen will use the regular season's final week to ramp up for what he hopes is a long run through the postseason. 
 

"We were able to map out like, 'How many times do I need to get in?'" Allen said. "Because, now we want to focus on going back-to-back, going 

multiple innings, doing up-downs -- things we're going to do in the postseason. So, it's getting a little rest right before kind of getting into that." 

 

Allen, who has not pitched in a game for the American League Central champions since Sept. 15, threw a bullpen session on Saturday. The 

right-hander is confident that he has solved some of the issues that were ailing him in August and wants to keep carrying those mechanical 

tweaks through the last week and into the playoffs. 

 

Dating back to Aug. 30, Allen has logged 8 1/3 shutout innings in nine appearances, in which he has 11 strikeouts, five walks and three hits 

allowed. In the previous 20 games, the Tribe's all-time saves leader turned in a 7.20 ERA over 20 innings, allowing 16 runs on 25 hits (six home 
runs) with 21 strikeouts and 13 walks issued. 

 

Allen said the current break from game action has nothing to do with anything health-related. 

 

"Everything's good," Allen said. "We had some struggles there in August, and I feel like I've thrown the ball a lot better in September. But, it's 

not only those innings in the appearances in September, but I was throwing a lot in-between appearances, just ironing stuff out. So, I was 

working a lot and that started to catch up with me a little bit going into that last [Sept. 14-16] series against Detroit." 

 

Last year, the Indians did not use Allen on back-to-back games from Sept. 14 through the end of the regular season, mixing in five breaks of 

two or more days in five different stretches in the final month. In 2016, Allen rested for three days after the Tribe clinched the AL Central. The 
righty then ramped up for the playoffs, during which he logged 13 2/3 shutout innings through Indians' run to the World Series. 

 

"It's like, 'What's worked in the past?'" Allen said. "That's the thing that makes Tito [Francona] so good, is just the communication there. Now, 

we're in a spot where we can rest certain guys and put guys in certain spots that are going to be more indicative of how we're going to be used 

in the playoffs. It's just being able to prepare ourselves as much as we can." 

 

Worth noting 

• Over the past two weeks, relief ace Andrew Miller (activated from the disabled list on Sept. 10) has checked off a number of boxes in his 

return to normal usage for the Indians. He has finished games, worked on back-to-back days and pitched across multiple innings. During 

Saturday's win, Miller was stretched out to 31 pitches, marking his most in a game since the postseason last year. 
"That's the idea," Francona said. "One of the hardest things for a manager is not knowing. The more question marks you can eliminate, the 

better off you are. We feel really good about bringing him into games now. If he comes in and gets on a roll, we can leave him in a game. If he 

has to work, OK, maybe we don't leave him in as long. But, I still think we feel really good about where he's at." 

 

• Francona believes that the time to build momentum for the ALDS is not in the last regular-season games, but in the four off-days before the 

playoffs begin. The manager said the Indians will have a "full-fledged" intrasquad game on Oct. 2, followed by workouts on Oct. 3 (at home) and 

Oct. 4 (at Houston or Oakland). 

 

"It's easy for guys to go out and take BP. There's cameras around," Francona said. "All of a sudden, you've got four days off and the games are 

going 100 miles an hour. I think the way you handle those off-days is how you create momentum going into the playoffs." 
 



• Right-hander Trevor Bauer is scheduled to start as planned Tuesday on the road against the White Sox, with Carlos Carrasco following him 

out of the bullpen. Cleveland is still sorting out how to handle its regular-season finale on Sept. 30 at Kansas City. That would be the next 

scheduled day for both Bauer and Carrasco. 

 

"We've got to get through one thing at a time," Francona said. "At the moment, we look like we need about 18 innings for Sunday [Sept. 30], 
and nobody wants to play 18." 

 

Meisel’s Musings: The Indians’ postseason pitching plans, Josh Tomlin’s favorite quarterback and Francisco Lindor’s payback 

By Zack Meisel 5h ago  9   

CLEVELAND — Josh Tomlin walked through the Indians’ clubhouse Sunday afternoon proudly sporting a bright red Kansas City Chiefs jersey. 

 

On the back read the name Mahomes and the No. 15. Patrick Mahomes leads all NFL quarterbacks with 13 touchdown passes. He has yet to 

toss an interception. He has steered the Chiefs to a 3-0 start. 

 

And he knows Tomlin well. They both graduated from Whitehouse High School, albeit about a decade apart. They also each attended Texas 
Tech and have used the same offseason trainer in Texas. Their paths occasionally cross during the offseason. 

 

“He’s unbelievable, isn’t he?” Tomlin said. “He’s an athlete.” 

 

The Tigers selected Mahomes, who pitched in college, in the 37th round of the 2014 amateur draft. He didn’t sign. Mahomes’ father, Pat, 

pitched for the Twins, Red Sox, Mets, Rangers, Cubs and Pirates from 1992-2003. 

 

“I thought he made a mistake going to Texas Tech to play football, but he obviously didn’t,” Tomlin said. “He’s a hell of a baseball player, too.” 

 

Here are a few thoughts about the Indians and their postseason roster puzzle. 
 

The 200 Club: Sure, strikeouts are sold by the bushel these days. Starting pitchers register double-digit strikeout performances with relative 

ease. That shouldn’t diminish what the Indians accomplished this week, though. 

 

Corey Kluber, Trevor Bauer, Carlos Carrasco and Mike Clevinger have all eclipsed the 200-strikeout mark. No other team in major-league 

history has boasted four pitchers who have accomplished that feat. And no other team this season will match the Tribe’s achievement. 

Clevinger sealed the club’s historic fate with a second-inning strikeout of Jackie Bradley Jr. on Saturday night. 

 

“A lot of people are going to say it’s our division or whatever the case may be, but it’s a lot of work, a lot of effort, and a lot of process that went 

into all of our stories and the way we got here,” Clevinger said. “I’m just proud to be a part of this and be a part of this starting rotation. It took a 
while to get into, and you can see why.” 

 

Those four starters – each acquired via trade – all rank in the top eight among AL pitchers in WAR and among the top nine in ERA and FIP. 

 

How will the Indians order those four starters once the calendar flips to October? By all indications, Kluber and Carrasco will likely start the first 

two games — at Minute Maid Park in Houston, should the Astros hang on to their advantage over the Athletics in the AL West race. 

 

The rest of the plan could hinge on Bauer’s status. He’s scheduled to start in Chicago on Tuesday. Here’s the tentative plan for the remainder 

of the regular season: 

Monday: Kluber 
Tuesday: Bauer (with Carrasco piggybacking) 

Wednesday: Shane Bieber 

Thursday: Tomlin 

Friday: Clevinger 

Saturday: Kluber 

Sunday: Carrasco (with Bauer possibly piggybacking) 

 

“At the moment we look like we need about 18 innings for Sunday, and nobody wants to play 18,” Francona said. 

 

The Indians will hold a scrimmage at Progressive Field a week from Tuesday to get the players some extra work during the four-day break 
before the ALDS. The club will hold workouts Wednesday and Thursday as well. 

 

“Hopefully the rest helps, but doesn’t affect the rhythm or timing,” Francona said. “That’s the biggest source of anxiety, I bet, for every 

manager.” 

 

Pen pals: Andrew Miller has passed every test. He has pitched on consecutive days. He has pitched more than an inning. He has thrown more 

than 30 pitches in an outing. He has pitched in a box. He has pitched with a fox. He has pitched to a mouse. He has pitched in a house. 

 

“The more question marks you can eliminate, the better off you are,” Francona said. “We feel really good about bringing him into games now.” 

 
Miller probably won’t take on a workload reminiscent of October 2016, when he appeared in 10 of the club’s 15 postseason games, and logged 

more than one inning in each outing. 

 



“But I still think we feel really good about where he’s at,” Francona said. 

 

Cody Allen, meanwhile, hasn’t appeared in a game since Sept. 15. The right-hander worked so much after his rough August — both in games 

and in the bullpen — that the team wanted to provide him with a breather before ramping him back up for October. 

 
“I was throwing a lot in between appearances, just ironing stuff out,” Allen said. “That started to catch up with me a little bit.” 

 

Allen threw a bullpen session Saturday at Progressive Field. He’s slated to pitch in the Indians’ series opener Monday in Chicago. 

 

Through the turnstiles: The Indians fell just shy of 2 million fans this season, a slight decrease from last year, when they surpassed that number 

for the first time since 2008. 

Per-game average in 2018: 24,084 (21st in MLB) 

Per-game average in 2017: 25,285 (22nd in MLB) 

Per-game average in 2016: 19,650 (28th in MLB) 

Per-game average in 2015: 17,806 (29th in MLB) 
Money matters: Francisco Lindor lost a $500 bet to José Ramírez, so he taped row after row of $1 bills to Ramírez’s locker, with a note that 

read (in Spanish): “What I owe you. Thanks, Paquito.” Lindor wouldn’t reveal the root of the bet. Ramírez removed the packing tape from each 

bill after his postgame shower. 

 

“I’m a man of my word,” Lindor said. 

 

Allen’s RBI single in 11th leads Indians past Red Sox, 4-3 

By Steve Herrick | AP 

CLEVELAND — The Boston Red Sox are trying to make history. The Cleveland Indians keep getting in the way. 

 
And after a highly competitive three-game series, the teams could see each other again next month with even more at stake. 

 

Greg Allen singled with one out and the bases loaded in the 11th inning and Cleveland defeated the Red Sox 4-3 on Sunday night to deny 

Boston’s bid for a club-record 106th victory for the second straight game. 

 

Allen singled through the left side on a 3-2 pitch from Robby Scott to give Cleveland an 11th inning win for the second night in a row. 

 

“If that game was in a couple of weeks, that’d be one for the ages,” manager Terry Francona said. “It’s going to be a late night, but it was a fun 

game.” 

 
William Cuevas (0-2) walked leadoff man Jose Ramirez, who moved to second on Rajai Davis’ sacrifice. Shortstop Tzu-Wei Lin, who replaced 

the injured Xander Bogaerts in the seventh, booted Erik Gonzalez’s ground ball, sending Ramirez to third. 

Cleveland Indians’ Greg Allen celebrates as he runs to first on his game winning single in the eleventh inning of a baseball game against the 

Boston Red Sox, Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018, in Cleveland. Cleveland won 4-3. (Tom E. Puskar/Associated Press) 

Yandy Diaz, batting for Yonder Alonso, was intentionally walked to load the bases and set the stage for Allen’s winning hit. Michael Brantley’s 

bases-loaded single gave the AL Central winners a 5-4 victory in the 11th on Saturday night. 

 

Allen raced toward the outfield after he rounded first to avoid getting pounded by his teammates, a strategy that was unsuccessful. 

 

“I don’t think there’s any getting away from that,” he said. “In a time like that, when it’s celebratory, I really don’t want to get away from it. It was 
definitely fun.” 

 

Josh Tomlin (2-5) pitched two scoreless innings for the Indians, who won the after a 7-5 loss Friday. 

 

Mookie Betts homered and had four hits in his return to the lineup, but the Red Sox will also have to wait at least one more day before wrapping 

the home-field advantage throughout the postseason. 

 

Betts, who didn’t play Friday and Saturday, hit his 31st homer in the fifth to tie the game after Cleveland scored three times in the fourth. He 

had four hits, a three-run homer and five RBIs on Thursday against the New York Yankees when Boston clinched the AL East. 

 
Betts, who leads the majors with a .343 batting average, started the game with a double off the wall in left. He singled in the third and doubled 

again in the seventh. 

 

Betts played right field for the first time in a week. He’s been dealing with soreness in his left side and was the DH twice last week. 

 

 

“Hitting was never really the issue, it was just throwing,” Betts said. “Fortunately, I didn’t have to many any long throws, so today was a really 

good day.” 

 

Edwin Encarnacion got his 100th RBI of the season with a fourth-inning single, reaching the century mark for the fourth straight year. 
 

Melky Cabrera’s two-run double off Steven Wright put Cleveland ahead 3-2. 

 



Bogaerts was removed during his at-bat in the seventh inning because of a sore left shoulder. He fouled off a pitch and was visited by manager 

Alex Cora and a team trainer. Bogaerts walked to the dugout after a lengthy conversation and is listed as day to day. 

 

“I felt a pinch after I took an awkward swing, the last two swings actually,” he said. “It’s nothing now. I’m fine. There’s nothing wrong.” 

 
Right-hander Hector Velazquez started for Boston and gave up two runs in 3 1/3 innings. 

Cleveland starter Adam Plutko allowed three runs in six innings 

SLUMPING 

Ramirez went 0 for 3 and is batting .174 (12 for 69) with one home run this month. 

 

NEARING THE END 

Boston also fell one win short of a club record for road victories with 51. The Red Sox finish with six games at Fenway Park beginning Monday 

against Baltimore. Boston hosts the Yankees for the final three games and will be at home to begin the Division Series. 

 

“We need to get home,” Cora said. “We’re going to be home for two weeks now, so it’s going to be fun.” 
 

Cleveland plays its final seven games on the road. The Indians begin a three-game series against the Chicago White Sox on Monday and play 

the last four in Kansas City. 

 

MOUND RETURN 

Francona said Cody Allen will pitch Monday in Chicago. Allen hasn’t been in a game since Cleveland clinched the division Sept. 15 to rest in 

preparation for the postseason. He threw a bullpen session Saturday. 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Indians: C Roberto Perez was removed from the game in the fifth with a bruised right shoulder. 
 

UP NEXT 

Red Sox: RHP Nathan Eovaldi (5-7, 3.98 ERA) takes on Orioles RHP Dylan Bundy (8-15, 5.37 ERA) in the three-game series opener in 

Boston. 

Indians: RHP Corey Kluber (19-7, 2.93 ERA) goes for his career-high 20th win of the season. RHP Dylan Covey (5-13, 5.33 ERA) starts for the 

White Sox. 

 

Sept. 23: Tito’s pregame minutiae 

by Jordan Bastian 

Q: Will Cody Allen resume throwing in games on Monday? 
 

Francona: “Yeah. He threw his bullpen [Saturday]. He may touch the mound today. We’ll kind of see about that — maybe just play catch. But, 

then he’ll pitch tomorrow for sure.” 

 

Q: Is there a scenario where you could carry both Rajai Davis and Greg Allen on the ALDS roster? 

 

Francona: “I’d rather not get into the roster stuff. Then I’d have to kill you. (laughter) I don’t want to do that. We’ve gone over a lot of stuff. 

There’s a lot of either-ors and also, things happen. If I answer one thing, then… I’d just kind of rather stay away from the roster stuff.” 

 

Q: In the meantime, how have you liked being able to use both of them in different ways? 
 

Francona: “We’ve used them differently now than we would be able to use them in the postseason, because we have an expanded roster. 

That’s part of what I actually don’t like. I mean, I think you play until Sept. 1 with a roster, you play every playoff game with a 25-man roster. 

And then you go for a month, and in a lot of instances they’re the most important games of the year, and you can do things that you’ve never 

thought of. Like, I mean, last night we were getting guys out, getting guys in. It’s a different game. I hope at some point we get more uniform.” 

 

Q: Do you look for moments in these games to try to simulate something you might do in the playoffs? 

 

Francona: “Yeah, like last night we, even without Cody available, we tried to line up our pitching. Like Carl [Willis] looked at me and said, ‘This 

isn’t going to reach.’ And I said, ‘I know, but we would have Cody here.’ So, if we lose it in the ninth, I want our guys to pitch when they’re 
supposed to or pitch against who they’re supposed to.’ So, yeah, a little bit.” 

 

Q: How does your scouting approach for the playoffs change when the AL field has been narrowed down for a while? 

 

Francona: “We’ve had our scouts out to you know, Boston, Oakland, Houston, everywhere, just as [preparation]. Then, depending on who we 

play, they’ll come back with us and we’ll go over them. But, it has allowed us, like Millsie and myself, to do some stuff in advance that maybe 

you wouldn’t have been able to if you were clawing and fighting to the end, because you have to spend every moment on the game at hand. So 

yeah, we have spent some time.” 

 

Q: What does the rotation look like after this series? 
 

Francona: “Chicago is Kluber, Bauer/Carrasco. And then, it’s going to be Tomlin, unless he pitches tonight. We’re a little thin out there, so he’s 

going to go out and, if he pitches tonight, he’d pitch Thursday. So, he and Bieber are Wednesday, Thursday.” 



Q: For the last series, Kluber will go on the Saturday with Carrasco Sunday? 

 

Francona: “Yes.”  

Q: Will Bauer follow Carrasco in that last game in Kansas City? 

 
Francona: “We’ve got to get through one thing at a time. At the moment, we look like we need about 18 innings for Sunday [Sept. 30], and 

nobody wants to play 18.” 

 

Q: How good has it been to have Andrew Miller check off some boxes — up-and-down, 30 pitches, back-to-back days — and now get back to 

more normal usage? 

 

Francona: “That’s the idea. One of the hardest things for a manager is not knowing. The more question marks you can eliminate, the better off 

you are. We feel really good about bringing him into games now. If he comes in and gets on a roll, we can leave him in a game. If he has to 

work, OK, maybe we don’t leave him in as long. But, I still think we feel really good about where he’s at.” 

 
Q: Have you learned the best way to approach the days off leading up to the ALDS? 

 

Francona: “Somebody was asking about momentum. I think the Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday are way more important than your 

last couple of games. It’s easy for guys to go out and take BP. There’s cameras around. All of a sudden, you’ve got four days off and the games 

are going 100 miles an hour. I think the way you handle those off days is how you create momentum going into the playoffs.” 

 

Q: What’s the best way to try to create that momentum? 

 

Francona: “We’re going to play some kind of a game on Tuesday. A full-fledged game. I know guys don’t love it, but that way you get Monday 

off, you can practice Wednesday and Thursday. But, if you have a game that breaks it up, it’s not too much. That way, hopefully the rest helps, 
but doesn’t affect the rhythm or timing. That’s the biggest source of anxiety, I bet, for every manager you talk to.” 

 

Q: How did you view last season after it ended? You had the winning streak and some good regular-season feats, but then lost in the first 

round. 

 

Francona: “I wasn’t happy. It was a hard one to let go. The best way I can answer that is going to be a little convoluted. This year, we’ve had a 

lot of unsettled things. Hopefully, they won’t be when we get to the playoffs. Last year, we had that good run and we were on all cylinders and 

we got to about three days before the playoffs and all of a sudden… Brantley, Chisenhall. Edwin sprained his ankle. We were completely 

unsettled. Kluber was not Kluber. And it was right in the middle of the playoffs. So, it got in the way. If I had to pick, yeah, it was really fun, that 

streak and everything, but we’d like to go into the playoffs not being so unsettled.” 
 

Q: Is there any enduring feeling about winning 22 straight or was it lost after losing the ALDS? 

 

Francona: “Oh no, no. I loved it. It was fun as heck. Shoot, but it was hard, too, because the way we played, I just didn’t think we put our best 

foot forward those last couple games. Like, the year before, kind of the pride won out over losing. You can’t tell how your emotions are going to 

be until you do it. And last year, I was really glad when baseball was over, because it was hard to know that there was baseball going on and 

we weren’t part of it.” 

 

Q: As a first-time manager in the postseason in 2004, what was that like? Was there an adjustment to make? 

 
Francona: “We’re so well organized. We had such good meetings that I felt so prepared, that I had a lot of fun. I mean, when I’m prepared, I 

can be comfortable. And we did such a good job that I felt really comfortable. I was surprised at how the games were fun.” 

 

Q: How freeing are those games in terms of allowing some creativity? 

 

Francona: “Yeah, it’s different. I mean, I think you have to recognize that some things are different. I don’t think you can just do wholesale 

things different. I think that’s the trick — to find the balance between what you do as a team. And then making slight, ‘Hey we’ve got a day off 

tomorrow, we can push this guy,’ or, ‘We have a game tomorrow.’ And I also think there’s a real fine line between being really smart and really 

dumb. And if it works, sometimes your smart. And if it doesn’t, you’re dumb. That’s just the way it is. I’ve been both.” 

 
Q: It’s not a huge sample size, but what have you thought of Jason Kipnis in center now that you’ve seen him handle a variety of plays? 

 

Francona: “I think he’s doing pretty good. We started him out and allowed him to kind of play deeper, just for comfort level. And now, the last 

couple days, we’ve challenged him to kind of start creeping in a little bit and being more aggressive and he understands that. And I think he’s 

done a pretty good job.” 

 

Ready for October: How will Cody Allen's September sabbatical help the Cleveland Indians in October? 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Things can get overlooked in September. The rosters can expand to 40 players and managers routinely use six, seven 
and eight relievers in games because the restrictions of the 25-man roster no longer exist. 



So, if a reliever goes missing for a couple of days, no one really notices. So, it has been with Cody Allen, the franchise leader in saves for the 
Indians, who hasn't pitched since Sept. 5 against the Tigers. The Indians' current talking points have focused on Trevor Bauer's comeback from 
a stress fracture in his right leg, Josh Donaldson's availability after three months of inactivity, Jose Ramirez's slump and whether or not Andrew 
Miller can just be Andrew Miller again. 

Allen's late-inning troubles seemed to have been corrected sometime in late August or early September. So why the sabbatical and what does 
it mean for the postseason-bound Indians? 

Manager Terry Francona and Allen said there is no reason for concern. He threw a bullpen session before Saturday's 7-5 win over the Red Sox 
and is scheduled to pitch against the White Sox on Monday night at Guaranteed Rate Field as the Indians begin their final trip of the regular 
season. 

"Yeah, everything is good," said Allen on Saturday night. "We had some struggles there in August and I feel like I've thrown the ball a lot better 
in September. But it's not only those innings in the appearances in September, but I was throwing a lot in-between appearances, just ironing 
stuff out." 

Relievers usually don't throw much between appearances because they get used a lot in games. Allen felt the extra work was catching to him. 

"Going into that last series against Detroit where we clinched (Sept. 14-Sep.16), I could feel it kind of catching up with me a little bit," said Allen. 
"I wasn't recovering as well as I hoped." 

Allen got together with Francona and pitching coach Carl Willis charted a plan similar to spring training. In spring training, the Indians usually 
don't push the starters and relievers who have pitched a lot of innings the season before. They let them ease into the exhibition schedule and 
that's what they decided to do with Allen. Clinching the AL Central on Sept. 15, the earliest clinch by any team this season, gave them the 
ability to do it. 

"We were able to map out like how many times do I need to get in because now we want to focus on going back-to-back, going multiple innings, 
doing up-downs (pitching an inning, sitting down and coming out to pitch another inning) . . .things we're going to do in the postseason," said 
Allen. "So, (we're) getting a little rest before kind of getting into that. 

"It's not like I've been down for three weeks where I need to ramp up. It's four or five days and I'm still throwing bullpens. So, we're still getting 
off the mound. It's just more of a controlled environment." 

Allen said the Indians did the same thing with him last year when they won 102 games. 

"We did it last year and we did it a little bit in 2016, but in 2016 we clinched a little later and then we were playing for home-field advantage," 
said Allen. "We were last year, too, but we were able to do it a little bit differently." 

If Allen pitches Monday, it means he will have had a week's break between games. Overall, he's 4-6 with a career-high 4.06 ERA and 27 saves 
in 32 chances. He posted a 5.40 ERA in June, a 6.57 ERA in July and a 4.85 ERA in August. In September, he has not allowed a run in seven 
appearances, covering 6 2/3 innings. 

Allen and Andrew Miller were cornerstones of the bullpen that took the Indians to Game 7 of the World Series in 2016. Allen did not allow a run 
in 10 appearances, covering 13 2/3 innings, in that postseason run. He struck out 24, walked five and went six-for-six in save situations. 

This will be Allen's fourth postseason with the Indians. In 15 games, he has a 0.47 ERA, allowing one earned run in 19 1/3 innings. He's struck 
out 33, walked eight and saved seven games. 

On Oct. 5, Allen and Miller will enter the postseason for what is expected to be the final time with the Indians because they're both free agents 
after the World Series. They were a force in 2016. Now the degree of certainty and reliability they brought to the mound two years ago needs to 
be re-established if the Indians intend to get past the best-of-five ALDS. 
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Greg Allen's walk-off hit gives Cleveland Indians 2nd straight extra-inning win against Boston Red Sox 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians' next game in Cleveland will be Game 3 of the American League Division series on Oct. 8. If Sunday's 
regular season-home finale is a harbinger of what's to come, fans are in for one heckuva postseason ride. 

Cleveland closed out a nine-game homestand with its second straight walk-off win -- and third in five games -- posting a 4-3 victory against the 
Boston Red Sox on Sunday night at Progressive Field. 

Greg Allen's RBI single against Boston's Robby Scott scored Jose Ramirez in the bottom of the 11th inning for the game-winning run. It was the 
third extra-inning game in the last four days for Cleveland and the Tribe's second straight walk-off victory against the American League East 
champs. 

"If that game tonight was in a couple weeks, that'd be one for the ages," Tribe manager Terry Francona said. "Tonight, it's going to be a late 
night. But it was a fun game." 

The Indians turned away Boston's attempt to set franchise records for road victories and overall wins in a season, and for at least one night 
kept the Red Sox from clinching home-field advantage throughout the MLB playoffs. 

Boston rookie William Cuevas stymied Indians hitters across a career-high five innings of relief work. Cuevas (0-2, 3.78), who entered in the 
sixth, struck out four and walked two. He did not allow a hit until a one-out double by Jason Kipnis and an infield single by Eric Haase in the 
10th. 

But Cuevas walked Ramirez to open the 11th and Erik Gonzalez reached on an error by shortstop Tzu-Wei Lin. Scott relieved Cuevas and 
intentionally walked pinch hitter Yandy Diaz to set up Allen's game-winning at-bat. 

Allen, whose only other career walk-off at-bat came May 27 against Houston, said it was just a matter of getting a pitch that he could handle 
against Scott. 



"I had to grind out that A-B," Allen said. He made some good pitches. I had to foul off a few. I was fortunate to be able to get some bat on that 
one and find a hole." 

Five Cleveland relievers combined to log five scoreless innings of their own, limiting the Red Sox lineup to three hits while striking out five. Josh 
Tomlin (2-5, 6.44) earned the win with two scoreless innings, including a pair of strikeouts. 

Cleveland rallied to take the lead with three runs in the fourth inning after Michael Brantley scorched a single and later advanced to second on 
an errant pickoff throw by Boston starter Hector Velazquez. Edwin Encarnacion drove Brantley in with a single and later scored on an RBI 
double by Melky Cabrera against righty knuckleballer Steven Wright. 

Cabrera, a switch-hitter, defied convention and batted right-handed against Wright, serving an 0-2 knuckler into the right field corner for his 37th 
and 38th RBI of the year. It was his 15th double and 21st extra-base hit in 71 games. 

Encarnacion's RBI was his 100th of the season, joining Ramirez at the century mark. Encarnacion and Ramirez become the first Indians 
teammates to drive in at least 100 since Victor Martinez and Travis Hafner did so in 2007. He reached the 100-RBI plateau for the fourth 
straight season and the sixth time in the last seven years. 

But Boston's Mookie Betts tied the score at 3 with a leadoff solo homer against Indians starter Adam Plutko in the top of the fifth. The American 
League MVP candidate, playing for the first time in the series, went 4-for-6 with a pair of doubles, an RBI and two runs scored. He doubled off 
the center field wall in the first inning, moved to third on an Andrew Benintendi sacrifice bunt and scored on a wild pitch with Rafael Devers 
batting. 

Plutko pitched six innings and allowed three runs on five hits, striking out a pair and walking three. 

"Our defense is unbelievable," Plutko said. "I only struck out two across six innings and then our bullpen didn't give up another run from there. 
All around a huge team win in general tonight." 

Cleveland wasted a scoring chance in the second inning after an Encarnacion leadoff triple. Encarnacion was tagged out at the plate when 
Xander Bogaerts threw home on a fielder's choice grounder by Josh Donaldson. Yonder Alonso followed with a base hit, but Cabrera grounded 
into a double play to end the inning. 

What it means 

Cleveland improved to 19-21 in regular-season games against Boston since Terry Francona became manager in 2013. The Indians won the 
2018 season series against the Red Sox, 4-3. 

Perez exits early 

Roberto Perez left Sunday's game in the bottom of the fifth inning after suffering a right shoulder bruise on a first-pitch strike to Boston's Steve 
Pearce in the third inning. Pearce swung through a 91 mph fastball from Plutko that clipped Perez in the arm. Rookie Eric Haase replaced 
Perez. 

The pitches 

Velazquez threw 54 pitches, 37 (69 percent) for strikes. Plutko threw 109 pitches, 68 (62 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Red Sox and Indians drew 27,879 to Progressive Field on Sunday. First pitch was at 7:07 p.m. with a temperature of 68 degrees. 
Cleveland drew 1,926,701 fans during the 2018 regular season, averaging 24,084 across 80 dates that included one doubleheader. 
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Cleveland Indians, Chicago White Sox series preview, pitching matchups 

CHICAGO -- Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the Indians' series against the White Sox. 

Where/when: Guaranteed Rate Field, Monday through Wednesday. 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will carry the series. 

Pitching matchups and starting times: RHP Corey Kluber (19-7, 2.93) vs. Dylan Covey (5-13, 5.33) Monday at 8:10 p.m.; RHP Trevor Bauer 
(12-6, 2.21) vs. undetermined Tuesday at 8:10 p.m. and RHP Josh Tomlin (1-5, 6.64) vs. RHP James Shields (7-16, 4.48) Wednesday at 8:10 
p.m. 

Series: The Indians lead the season series, 12-4. The White Sox lead, 1,085-1,072, overall. 

Hot pitchers: Kluber will try to win a career-high 20th game when he faces the White Sox on Monday night. He's 3-0 with a 1.29 ERA against 
the White Sox this year. Covey faced the Indians on Wednesday and threw six scoreless innings in a no-decision. He left with a 1-0 lead, but 
the Indians rallied for a 4-1 win. 

Hot hitters: Catcher Yan Gomes went into Sunday night's game against Boston hitting .347 (33-for-95) over his last 25 game for the Tribe. 
Chicago's rookie outfielder Daniel Palka is hitting just .123 (7-for-57) with 24 strikeouts against the Indians this season, but he has hit four 
homers against them. Palka leads MLB rookies with 27 homers. 

Team updates: The Indians have outscored the White Sox, 86-43, this year. They're 8-1 at Progressive Field and 4-3 at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
Chicago, hitting .194 against the Indians this year, has lost 12 of its last 17 games overall. 

Disabled list: Indians - OF Leonys Martin (illness), CF Tyler Naquin (right hip), OF Lonnie Chisenhall (left calf), RHP Nick Goody (right elbow), 
RHP Danny Salazar (right shoulder) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are on the disabled list. 

White Sox - RHP Danny Farquhar (brain hemorrhage), RHP Miguel Gonzalez (right shoulder) and RHP Michael Kopech (right elbow) are on 
the disabled list. 1B Jose Abreu (infection right thigh) and LF Nicky Delmonico (neck) are day to day. 



Next: The Indians end the regular season with a four-game series against the Royals starting on Thursday night at Kauffman Stadium. 
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Indians notebook: Rotation secures ‘special’ accomplishment with four 200-strikeout pitchers; Cody Allen maps out workload plan 

By Ryan Lewis  

CLEVELAND — The Indians’ starting rotations have been inrarefied air the past few years. Now, in one way, they’ve found a tier of their own. 
 

With his fourth strikeout in Saturday night’s game, Mike Clevinger reached 200 for the season, a milestone for any pitcher. But with it, he 

became the fourth starter in the Indians’ rotation this season to strike out at least 200 hitters. 

 

It is the first such rotation in baseball history. Clevinger, in the moment, was simply pumped up because it was the first out in an inning in which 

he already had two runners on base. He had to step off the mound for a moment before continuing. 

 

“Yeah, it was a big moment in the game. At that point I was really fired up we got the strikeout and I know I had runners on first and second with 

no outs,” Clevinger said. “So I was fired up about that. Then I looked up and realized what happened, and I was like, ’Oh, gosh, that is the 

200th,” and I had to step back and I wanted to get locked back in before I got back on the mound.” 
 

Corey Kluber, a two-time Cy Young Award winner, Carlos Carrasco and Trevor Bauer in his breakout season joined Clevinger, who has 

enjoyed a breakout year of his own to add to a talent-rich rotation. 

 

“I mean, it’s special,” Clevinger said. “A lot of people are going to say it’s our division or whatever the case may be, but it’s a ton of work, a lot of 

effort, and a lot of process that went into all of our stories and the way we got here. I’m just proud to be a part of this and be a part of this 

starting rotation. It took a while to get into, and you can see why.” 

 

For the rotation as a whole, it’s another accomplishment for a group that has been one of the league’s best for the past several seasons. And, 

assuredly, it’s one of the best the Indians have ever put together since their inception in 1901. 
 

“Guys like Josh [Tomlin] and Corey really kind of establish a culture and expectations, not only when you’re on the mound, but in between 

starts,” Cody Allen said. “Those guys fall in nicely, man. They take care of business. That group right there, they’re as competitive as it gets. 

When you have talent like that, a great work ethic, good routine and competitiveness, it’s going to happen.” 

 

No worries 

Allen hasn’t been on the mound much in games recently, but it’s all according to plan. 

 

Allen has appeared in only one game since Sept. 12 despite having a strong couple of weeks after making a key mechanical adjustment in 

which he started focusing on getting the ball out of his glove a split-second earlier in his delivery. 
 

The time away has been a coordinated effort to allow Allen to pitch in a controlled environment while also allowing him to relax a bit. As he was 

trying to figure out his mechanical issue, Allen had a heavy workload, one the Indians are now monitoring. 

 

Allen and the Indians also did something similar the past two seasons. It just wasn’t severe, as in 2016 the division was clinched much later and 

last year the Indians were playing for home-field advantage. They’re already locked in the No. 3 seed this season. 

 

Allen and manager Terry Francona mapped out a plan. 

 

“Yeah, everything’s good,” Allen said, dismissing any concerns of an injury. “We had some struggles there in August and I feel like I’ve thrown 
the ball a lot better in September. But it’s not only those innings in the appearances in September, but I was throwing a lot in between 

appearances, just ironing stuff out. So, I was working a lot and that started to catch up with me a little bit. Going into that last series against 

Detroit where we clinched, I could feel it kind of catching up with me a little bit. I wasn’t recovering as well as I hoped.” 

 

Indians 4, Red Sox 3 (11): Greg Allen hits walk-off single in 11th inning 

By Ryan Lewis  

CLEVELAND — Michael Brantley said Saturday night that it was too cold this time of year for Gatorade baths. Greg Allen now knows what he 

means. 

 

In the bottom of the 11th, Allen singled to left field with runners on the corners to give the Indians a walk-off 4-3 win over the Boston Red Sox 
on Sunday night at Progressive Field. 

 

Jose Ramirez led off the bottom of the 11th by drawing a walk against Red Sox reliever William Cuevas. Rajai Davis advanced him to second 

base with a sacrifice bunt, putting the winning run in scoring position with one out. 

 

Erik Gonzalez grounded a ball to shortstop Tzu-Wei Lin, but Lin booted it, putting runners at the corners. 

 

That led to Allen, who worked a full count against reliever Robby Scott before rifling a ball through the drawn-in infield to win it. Allen ended up 

sprinting into shallow left-center field to avoid the mobbing waiting for him. 

 



It was the Indians’ second consecutive walk-off win and the third in the past five games. Jason Kipnis belted a grand slam on Thursday to beat 

the Chicago White Sox 4-1 and Michael Brantley singled to win Saturday night’s game over the Red Sox 5-4. It was also the third game in the 

past four that went to the 11th inning. 

 

The Red Sox took an early lead against Indians starting pitcher Adam Plutko. 
 

Mookie Betts led off the first inning with a double to center field. After advancing to third on a sacrifice bunt, Betts scored on a wild pitch to 

make it 1-0. 

 

The Red Sox added on in the third. Christian Vazquez and Betts led off the inning with singles and, with one out, Xander Bogaerts drew a walk 

to load the bases. Rafael Devers scored one on a groundout to first base to make it 2-0. Plutko was able to avoid further damage, inducing 

another groundout to first baseman Yonder Alonso to end the inning. 

The Indians grabbed the lead with a three-run fourth inning. With Red Sox starter Hector Velazquez on the mound, Brantley singled to open the 

inning. He advanced to second on an error by Velazquez and then to third on a wild pitch. With one out, Edwin Encarnacion singled to left field 

to score Brantley and cut the deficit to 2-1. 
 

The Red Sox turned to knuckleballer Steven Wright, who struck out Josh Donaldson for the second out. Alonso singled to center field and 

Melky Cabrera followed with a two-out, two-run double to give the Indians a 3-2 lead. 

 

That lead lasted all of one batter. Betts, who could be the front-runner for the American League Most Valuable Player award this season, led off 

the top of the fifth with a solo home run to center field to tie it 3-3. 

 

Plutko lasted six innings, allowing three runs on five hits and three walks and striking out two. 

 

Roberto Perez exited the game with a right shoulder contusion. Perez was struck with a foul ball and originally stayed in the game. 
 

The Indians finished the 2018 season with 80 home dates (due to the doubleheader against the Toronto Blue Jays in May) and a total 

Progressive Field attendance of 1,926,701, an average of 24,084 fans per game. 

 

Rodon's rough stretch continues in loss to CubsJerry Fitzpatrick  

White Sox pitcher Carlos Rodon wanted a better result in his penultimate start of the season on Sunday at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

The 6-foot-3 left-hander was lifted from a 6-1 loss to the Cubs with one out in the third inning after allowing 6 earned runs on 9 hits. It marked 
only the fourth time in Rodon's career he lasted less than 3 innings. 

The barrage included a 2-run, first-inning single by Anthony Rizzo and a second-inning solo home run by Kyle Schwarber estimated to have 
traveled 444 feet to right-center field. 

"Rodon was throwing the ball well," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "We just jumped on him." 

Rodon (6-7) is trending the wrong way heading into the offseason. The Miami, Fla. native is 0-4 in his last 5 starts with a 6.90 earned-run 
average. Sunday's outing, in which he struck out three and walked none, elevated his season ERA from 3.30 to 3.61. 

"I just got my butt whipped today," Rodon said. "I felt good in the 'pen. Fastball was good. slider was good, but they just hit the ball. They're a 
good-hitting team." 

Rodon was visibly frustrated when Renteria removed him from the game. He later said the subpar outing "got the best of me." 

Renteria said he spoke to his starting pitcher in the clubhouse immediately afterward. 

"I understand it," Renteria said of Rodon's body language. "Again, one has to be the parent, one the child. You have to understand it. You take 
into account everything that's going on. You talk to them about it. You explain to him who the enemy is and who the enemy isn't and bring it 
back into perspective very calmly, very succinctly." 

"Ricky being the good manager he is helped me to calm down and it was good," Rodon said. "Something I should probably work on is 
harnessing frustration and the emotion." 

Rodon is scheduled to make his final start of the season on Saturday in Minnesota. 

Shields up: 

The White Sox altered their pitching probables for the upcoming Cleveland series at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

James Shields (7-16, 4.48 ERA), originally scheduled to start the third and final game of the series on Wednesday, was bumped up to Tuesday, 
the White Sox said. 

Dylan Covey (5-13) is scheduled to pitch Monday's series opener against Corey Kluber (19-7) 
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Early exit leaves White Sox’ Rodon in foul mood 

By Daryl Van Schouwen @CST_soxvan 

In a start he couldn’t wait to make against the Cubs, one afforded him when manager Rick Renteria altered his rotation last week, White Sox 
left-hander Carlos Rodon couldn’t finish the third inning. 



Rodon got peppered for nine hits and was charged with six runs in the Sox’ 6-1 loss Sunday. When Renteria had seen enough, Rodon 
somewhat harshly handed the ball to him without making eye contact, which prompted Renteria to follow him into the clubhouse for a “father-
son”-type talk. 

Tweets during the game from Rodon’s wife suggested he’d rather have had someone other than Welington Castillo, who was catching him for 
the first time, behind the plate. 

“As a pitcher in this game, it shouldn’t matter who is out there behind the plate catching,’’ Rodon said. “I don’t think that’s really a big effect, and 
I should be able to throw to anyone who’s back there.” 

As Rodon said, “I got my butt whupped today.’’ 

Seven of the first 11 Cubs to face him reached base. Daniel Murphy and Ben Zobrist led off the first with singles, Anthony Rizzo doubled in a 
run and Albert Almora Jr. and David Bote knocked in two more runs with a groundout and an infield single. Kyle Schwarber, a left-handed hitter, 
led off the second with 444-foot homer, and he dealt Rodon the knockout blow with an RBI double in the third. 

Enter Renteria, and exit a steamed Rodon (6-7, 3.61 ERA), who’s 0-4 with a 6.90 ERA in his last five starts. 

“It’s something I probably should work on, harnessing the frustration and the emotion,’’ Rodon said. 

“As a competitor, you want to stay out there. But I’m not going to lie to you: The right move was made to bring in another arm. I just wasn’t 
getting it done. Me being the competitor, I wanted to stay out there. He’s not wrong. He’s right. It’s his decision.” 

As Renteria pointed out, Castillo guided four relievers to “six zeros,” so he wasn’t the issue. He talked to Rodon right away. 

“Yeah, he’s upset because he’s trying to do well, especially against the Cubbies,’’ Renteria said. 

“When those guys are out there and they have a particular action or you see body language, they’re the ones competing. I understand it. One 
has to be the parent; one is the child. You have to understand it; you take into account everything that’s going on. You talk to them about it, you 
explain to them who the enemy is and who the enemy isn’t and bring it back into perspective, very calmly and very succinctly. We had a really 
good conversation, and he’s fine. He’ll be ready for his next outing.” 
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Rick Renteria says his White Sox still have plenty to play for in the season's final week 

Phil Thompson 

Chicago Tribune 

 

The White Sox need to win six of their final seven games just to match last year’s record of 67-95. 

They lost Sunday’s City Series finale 6-1 to drop the home series to the Cubs 2-1. The Sox also have lost 12 of their last 17 games. 

Sunday’s loss, in front of their second sellout crowd of the season, marked the 27th time the Sox have scored a run or fewer. That’s a bit of a 
downer, even when acknowledging the Sox are rebuilding. 

So, does the manner in which each player finishes the season for a 90-loss team have any impact on the next season? 

“I think it does,” Sox manager Rick Renteria said before the game. “They probably can equate some significant change in their routine or 
consistency in doing things to validate their outcomes and then everybody can put their heads together and evaluate what they need to do to 
repeat that.” 

Cubs 2.0? The Sox certainly have had their struggles this season. They’ve had many highlights and a few winning stretches, too, particularly 
since the All-Star break. 

Renteria acknowledged he sees some similarities from when the Cubs were rebuilding their franchise into a World Series champion. He should 
know, since he was the Cubs’ manager in 2014, their last losing season before their current run of four straight years of 90-plus wins. 

“To say no would be foolish, for me,” he said. “I’m looking at what is coming, the guys we have, and yeah, there is a sense of confidence with 
the direction we’re moving in.” 

After the game, Renteria pointed to other teams that endured a few bumps on their way to becoming consistent contenders. 

"We see it not only in the Cubs, we’ve seen it with the Astros, the Indians, a multitude of clubs that have gone through that process. The 
Braves. It took the Braves four years. It took the Astros four or five years,” Renteria said. 

“It’s hard for me to explain to the fans other than my own belief that what we have coming is going to be something that is going to be very 
fruitful in the near future.” 

Long relief: Starting pitcher Carlos Rodon lasted just 2 1/3 innings, and the Sox had to burn through five relievers. Ryan Burr and Thyago 
Vieira, two potential members of future bullpens, each put in two innings of work. 

In the fifth, Burr walked Kyle Schwarber with two outs, and with two outs the sixth he gave up a double to Javier Baez and intentionally walked 
Anthony Rizzo. But in each case, he struck out the final batter swinging. 

Vieira gave up three hits and no runs in the eighth and ninth. 

"I think both (Burr) and Vieira did a nice job,” Renteria said. “They ate up some outs. (Burr) looked very good. I know he got into a little trouble, 
but he ended up doing a nice job and getting out of it. 

“Vieira, we sent him back out. Both did a nice job of containing the opposition, with the Cubbies, who have a pretty good lineup. But everybody 
did. … a nice job in putting up zeroes.” 



South Side West’s side: Kanye West and his 2-year-old son, Saint, each threw out a ceremonial first pitch (Kanye’s offering hit the dirt before it 
reached home plate). The musician, a Chicago native, provided his own warmup music, walking out to the mound to his 2008 hit 
“Homecoming.” The rapper said earlier this month that he is “moving back to Chicago and never leaving again.” 
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Dodgers have one week to prove they're better than Rockies 

David Schoenfield 

Let's get right to it: The Los Angeles Dodgers are a better team than the Colorado Rockies. This isn't really a matter of debate, although I'm 

guessing more than a few Rockies fans will disagree with that statement. 

 

The Dodgers have outscored the Rockies by 39 runs. That never happens. Or almost never. Since the Rockies joined the National League 

West in 1993, they've outscored the Dodgers every season except one -- in 2006, the Dodgers outscored the Rockies 820-813. Of course, 

that's a function of altitude as much as the quality of the offenses, but the fact that the Dodgers are outscoring the Rockies tells us they clearly 
have the superior offense in 2018. 

They're rich. They're smart. They still might miss the playoffs. Here's why the Los Angeles Dodgers should be dominating the National League -

- but aren't. 

 

The Dodgers also have allowed 133 fewer runs than Colorado. Of course, that's not unusual; the Rockies have never allowed fewer runs than 

the Dodgers. The closest was 2010, when the Dodgers allowed just 25 fewer runs. Last season, when both teams made the playoffs, the 

Dodgers allowed 177 fewer. Still, this is one of the best pitching staffs in Rockies history. Even adjusting for home parks, however, the Dodgers 

have the better ERA (115 ERA+ to 106, via Baseball-Reference.com). 

 

And yet ... here are we. The Dodgers blanked the Padres 14-0 on Sunday as Hyun-Jin Ryu lowered his ERA to 2.00 on the season, and the 
Rockies shut out the Diamondbacks 2-0 behind seven sterling innings by Kyle Freeland, so the Dodgers' slim lead in the NL West remains 1½ 

games. All the Rockies need to win the division is one great week and one so-so week from the Dodgers. 

 

How did this happen? How have the Dodgers put themselves in such a precarious position despite huges advantage in run differential, payroll, 

depth and trade-deadline acquisitions? 

 

As you would guess, the run differential is explained by a big spread in one-run results and blowouts (games decided by five or more runs): 

 

One-run games 

Dodgers: 22-21 
Rockies: 26-15 

Blowouts 

Dodgers: 30-9 (plus-175 run differential) 

Rockies: 14-20 (minus-32 run differential) 

 

The interesting thing about the one-run results is that the Dodgers' bullpen has a better win probability added than the Rockies' bullpen -- 2.43 

to 1.75 (entering Sunday, via FanGraphs). Look at WPA as sort of a stand-in for clutch. The Dodgers' pen did have that stretch of notable late-

game defeats in August, but otherwise has been solid enough. In fact, the Dodgers are 74-6 when leading after seven innings and the Rockies 

are 69-7. 

 
When we dig into games decided by two to four runs, these are the results: 

Dodgers: 35-39 

Rockies: 45-35 

 

You could argue that the Dodgers have simply padded their stats against bad teams -- after all, seven of their 30 blowout wins have come 

against the Padres. But 15 of the blowout wins have come against decent or good teams: Brewers (2), Pirates (3), Cardinals (1), Rockies (2), 

Mariners (2), Phillies (1), Braves (2), Diamondbacks (1), Nationals (1). 

 

You can argue that the number of blowout losses for the Rockies is a sign of a lack of depth in the bullpen; that could be true. You're losing by 
three or four runs and then you bring in the seventh and eighth relievers on the staff and they get pounded instead of keeping the game 

relatively close. 

 

You could argue that it's a funky Coors Field thing, although only 12 of the 20 blowout losses have come at home. And that doesn't explain the 

lack of blowout wins at home. It has been suggested the Rockies are streaky because they're good when Ian Desmond or Carlos Gonzalez are 

hitting, adding much-needed depth behind Charlie Blackmon, Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story, but when those two aren't hitting, they're really 

not hitting. 

 

By expected record based on run differential, the Dodgers should be 98-58 and the Rockies 78-77. I'm just pointing that out -- run differential, 

as we've just seen, doesn't always explain everything. On those rare occasions it doesn't, it gives us a crazy race like this one. Thanks 
goodness for the unexpected. 

 

It comes down to this. One week for the Dodgers to prove they're the best team in the NL West. The Rockies have seven games at home -- 

four against a Phillies team that looks like it's playing on fumes (6-14 in September) and was eliminated over the weekend and three against a 



Nationals team that can't wait for the season to end. The Dodgers finish up on the road against the Diamondbacks and Giants and at the 

minimum they'll have some tough games while facing Robbie Ray on Monday and Zack Greinke on Wednesday (looks like they'll miss Madison 

Bumgarner over the weekend). Who you got? 

 

Little League play of the day: The Brewers and Cubs both won to keep the NL Central at 2½ games in favor of Chicago. The Brewers benefited 
from this three-run wild pitch: 

The Cubs beat the White Sox 6-1 behind Kyle Hendricks, who has allowed two earned runs or fewer in seven straight starts. Ben Zobrist had 

three hits and is hitting .314/.387/.450, including a .354 average in the second half. I've barely mentioned him in this space over the season, but 

he has been remarkable, bouncing back from a down year in 2017. He has been one of the unsung heroes of the 2018 season. 

 

Big ovation for Beltre: The Rangers play their final week on the road, so Sunday may have been Adrian Beltre's final home game for Texas. He 

received hugs and an emotional farewell from the crowd when removed from the game: 

At the conclusion of the fifth inning, the Rangers played a video tribute to Beltre and when he took his place in the field for the sixth, Rougned 

Odor came on to replace him. Beltre isn't one for celebrations, but he said he let himself enjoy this one. "Seeing the crowd, seeing my 

teammates, everybody cheering for us. It was special, it was emotional, but it was nice," he said. 
 

Beltre has yet to decide on his plans for 2019. He's hitting .275/.333/.431 in 114 games with 14 home runs, so he still has a little juice in the bat 

and the defensive metrics say he can still pick it at the hot corner (plus-9 defensive runs saved). He'll also turn 40 next April, he has cemented 

his legacy as a first-ballot Hall of Famer and the Rangers probably want to open up third base for Jurickson Profar. (Elvis Andrus can opt out of 

his contract, potentially complicating things for the Rangers.) 

 

Beltre's eight-year run in Texas was remarkable, including four top-seven finishes in the MVP voting (peaking at third in 2012, when he hit .321 

with 36 home runs). His two-way ability made him one of the best "old" players ever, ranking 10th all-time in WAR among position players from 

ages 32 to 39 (behind only Barry Bonds, Willie Mays, Hank Aaron and Ted Williams since World War II). He reached the World Series in his 

first year in Texas, but the Rangers lost Games 6 and 7 and never made it back. If Beltre does decide to play in 2019, you have to think it would 
come with a playoff contender, maybe in a part-time role in a final pursuit of a ring. 

 

 


