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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Shohei Ohtani fans should be patient, Hasegawa says 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Shigetoshi Hasegawa suggests that fans of Shohei Ohtani exercise some patience. 

“He’s going to be a Yu Darvish or (Masahiro) Tanaka,” the former Angels pitcher from Japan said. “Right 

now, you can’t expect too much. That’s what I think.” 

Hasegawa, who pitched for the Angels from 1997 to 2001, was in camp Wednesday, conducting an 

interview with Manager Mike Scioscia for Japanese television. Speaking to reporters afterward, 

Hasegawa emphasized the difficulty of the transition the 23-year-old Ohtani is facing. 

“Even just for pitching, it’s pretty tough to adjust coming over here,” he said. “It’s not going to be easy, 

both hitting and pitching. But it seems like he’s enjoying everything. That’s the key. You gotta enjoy the 

moment.” 

Hasegawa also said he’ll now be rooting for Ohtani, even though he was on the other side when he 

worked as a scout for the Orix Buffaloes and Ohtani was playing for the Nippon-Ham Fighters. 

“He was the enemy so I didn’t like him,” Hasegawa said. “Now, he plays for the Angels. I gotta cheer for 

him.” 

As for Ohtani’s daily routine, on Wednesday he threw a bullpen session and took some “light” batting 

practice in the cage, Scioscia said. Although Scioscia said in the spring Ohtani will not hit in games on 

days he throws in the bullpen, General Manager Billy Eppler said that won’t necessarily be the case 

during the season. 

“He is cleared to hit in a game on a bullpen day,” Eppler said. 

Ohtani will pitch next Friday, in a B game against the Milwaukee Brewers in Maryvale. The game, at 10 

a.m. Arizona time, will be played at Maryvale Stadium, but will not be open to the public. Going by his 

current schedule, his next time hitting in a game would then be Sunday, at the earliest. 

The first lineup 

The Angels used all of their projected everyday players in one lineup Wednesday for the first time this 

spring, which allowed a look at Scioscia’s preferred batting order. 

Ian Kinsler batted leadoff, followed by Mike Trout, Justin Upton, Albert Pujols, Kole Calhoun, Zack 

Cozart, Luis Valbuena, Andrelton Simmons and Martin Maldonado. 
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Kinsler, Calhoun and Cozart seem to be the variables, as any of them could hit in front of Trout or lower 

in the lineup. 

“I think this lineup has a lot of flexibility,” Scioscia said. “We can certainly see how the groupings work 

moving forward when we get into the season. I think this is a great template to work off. If we have to 

adjust, we can.” 

Also 

Although Pujols was the DH on Wednesday, Scioscia said he came through Tuesday’s three innings at 

first base without issue. Pujols, who has played little in the field the past two years, is expected to 

handle significant time at first this year.  

Chris Young (strained calf) has been doing some swinging in the cage, even though he’s still in a walking 

boot, Scioscia said. 

 

Angels pounded by Indians despite debut of their everyday lineup 

By Jeff Fletcher 

THE GAME: The Angels used all of their everyday players for the first time this spring, but they still lost 

14-3 to a Cleveland Indians’ split-squad on Wednesday at Tempe Diablo Stadium. The Angels led 2-0 

after three innings, but the Indians scored 14 runs over the next four innings. 

PITCHING REPORT: Andrew Heaney worked two scoreless innings in his spring debut. Heaney, who had a 

7.06 ERA in five starts after coming back from Tommy John surgery last year, said he has a new 

approach. “I don’t want to have a thought where I’m thinking about my health or mechanics, or pitch 

selection,” he said. “Just do what you’ve got to do to get guys out. That’s my mindset. I’ve got to get 

back to that. That’s how I pitched before I was hurt and that’s how I want to pitch now.” … Cam 

Bedrosian pitched a scoreless inning in his spring debut. … Blake Parker, who broke camp with the 

Angels a year ago in large part because of a streak that saw him strike out the last 17 batters he faced, 

began his spring by inducing a groundout. He then gave up three runs. … Parker Bridwell, who pitched 

two scoreless innings on just 19 pitches in his first outing, gave up five runs and recorded only three outs 

this time. … Right-hander Luke Bard, a Rule 5 pick who had retired all six hitters he faced in his first two 

games, gave up five runs, including a grand slam. … The Angels gave up 23 hits. 

HITTING REPORT: The regulars played four innings, going through the order twice. … Ian Kinsler walked 

twice, stole a base and scored two runs. … Mike Trout hit a pair of soft fly balls to right field. … Kole 

Calhoun singled twice and drove in a run. … Justin Upton singled and drove in a run with a sacrifice fly. … 

Chris Carter hit his first homer of the spring. The Angels have just three homers this spring. 



March 1, 2018  Page 5 of 27 
 

DEFENSE REPORT: Third baseman Zack Cozart, who had never appeared in a big-league game at a spot 

other than shortstop, made only one play, snagging a line drive while he was playing in. 

UP NEXT: Angels (JC Ramirez) vs. Giants (Chris Stratton), Thursday, noon PT,  Scottsdale Stadium, Fox 

Sports West/KLAA (830 AM) 

 

           FROM THE  LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Indians rout Angels, 15-3, in Cactus League play 

By Jeff Miller 

The Angels lost to Cleveland, 15-3, on Wednesday at Tempe Diablo Stadium. The Angels are 3-3 in 

Cactus League play. 

AT THE PLATE: Kole Calhoun had two singles and an RBI, driving in Ian Kinsler in the third. Justin Upton 

had a sacrifice fly in his first at-bat of the spring. Chris Carter homered. Beyond that, the Angels did little, 

finishing with seven hits compared to the Indians' 23. 

ON THE MOUND: Starter Andrew Heaney gave up two hits and struck out one in two innings. After his 

first appearance — two scoreless innings — went well, Parker Bridwell struggled, giving up five runs and 

seven hits in one inning. Manager Mike Scioscia said Bridwell's pitches found too much of the plate. 

Reliever Blake Parker had an odd and spectacular spring training streak snapped. Going back to last year, 

the right-hander had struck out 17 consecutive batters who didn't count. That ended when he permitted 

three runs and four hits in one inning. Rule 5 pick Luke Bard gave up a grand slam. 

EXTRA BASES: JC Ramirez is scheduled to make his first start of the spring Thursday against San 

Francisco. … Chris Young, expected to be the Angels' fourth outfielder, continues to make his way back 

from a strained calf. … Shohei Ohtani threw a bullpen session and did some light hitting drills. 

 

Former Angel Shigetoshi Hasegawa knows what Shohei Ohtani is going through 

By Jeff Miller 

There's no questioning the power Shohei Ohtani possesses, with him launching long home runs during 

batting practice in Angels camp. 

Should he excel as a hitter and pitcher this season, Ohtani's power, particularly in Japan, will be even 

more profound. 

"Ichiro [Suzuki], he was a superstar, like a Michael Jackson or Madonna," Shigetoshi Hasegawa said. "He 

might be more than Ichiro if he's successful hitting and pitching." 
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A former Angels reliever, Hasegawa played with Suzuki in Seattle, so he has seen the attraction of a 

Japanese player starring in the United States. 

He also can appreciate how difficult of a transition Ohtani, 23, is trying to make. Hasegawa joined the 

Angels at 28 in 1997 and spent nine seasons in the big leagues. 

"Even just for pitching it's pretty tough to adjust coming over here," Hasegawa said. "It's not going to be 

easy, both hitting and pitching. But it seems like he's enjoying everything. That's the key. You gotta 

enjoy the moment." 

Ohtani signed with the Angels in December and has started one game as a pitcher and two as a 

designated hitter in spring training. 

He's scheduled to make his second appearance on the mound Friday in a "B" game against Milwaukee in 

Phoenix. Ohtani threw a bullpen session Wednesday and did some work in the batting cage that 

manager Mike Scioscia characterized as "light." 

Hasegawa said he could envision Ohtani becoming a pitcher like countrymen Yu Darvish or Masahiro 

Tanaka but warned, "Right now, you can't expect too much." 

Hasegawa arrived in camp Wednesday in part to do some work for a Japanese television network, his 

first assignment being an interview with Scioscia. 

He also has been a scout for the Orix Buffaloes, who, like Ohtani's former team, the Hokkaido Nippon-

Ham Fighters, play in the Nippon Professional Baseball league. 

"He was the enemy, so I didn't like him," Hasegawa said of Ohtani, smiling. "Now, he plays for the 

Angels, I gotta cheer for him." 

Ian Kinsler is No. 1 

Batting leadoff for the Angels … Ian Kinsler. 

At least that was the lineup in an exhibition game against Cleveland, Scioscia playing his regulars after 

holding out most of them for the first five games. 

Mike Trout hit second, followed by Justin Upton, Albert Pujols, Kole Calhoun and Zack Cozart. 

Scioscia called his initial batting order "a great template to work off" but noted that things will remain 

flexible. 

Kinsler walked in two plate appearances, stole a base, forced a throwing error and scored twice. 

Andrew Heaney is looking for results 

It is a tradition for pitchers to not worry about spring-training results, especially early in camp. 
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But left-hander Andrew Heaney, who's battling for a rotation spot, isn't carrying on that tradition in 

2018. 

"I'm to the point now where I'm ready to get people out," he said. "I'm ready to be out there and not 

have to worry about anything other than just getting guys out." 

Coming back from elbow ligament-replacement surgery, Heaney returned in mid-August and made five 

starts, going 1-2 with a 7.06 earned-run average. He has started only six games since 2015. 

Against the Indians, he pitched his first two innings of the spring, giving up two hits and striking out one. 

Heaney said he's trying to be more aggressive and not concern himself as much with his health or 

mechanics. 

"I gotta get back to that," he said. "That's how I pitched before I was hurt. That's how I want to pitch 

now." 

 

Zack Cozart has a donkey to feed, so he needs to succeed at third base 

By Jeff Miller 

He stopped in mid-sentence, mid-answer, mid-interview to pull out his cell phone. 

Zack Cozart scrolled through the photos. 

"Here," he said, displaying with pride the image on the screen. "That's my donkey right there." 

Ah, yes, the Angels' new third baseman and Donald, his donkey. 

This story blew up like a juicy trade rumor last summer, Cozart's teammate in Cincinnati, Joey Votto, 

promising the then-Reds shortstop the gift of a donkey if he — Cozart, not the donkey — made the All-

Star team. 

Along the way, Votto appeared on television in a donkey costume, sitting next to Cozart while he was 

being interviewed and wearing a T-shirt that read "Life is better with a donkey." Cincinnati outfielder 

Adam Duvall gave Cozart a pair of customized cleats featuring the grinning face of the donkey from 

"Shrek." 

In July, the Reds paraded a donkey named Amos around the field at Great American Ball Park during 

batting practice. 

Cozart eventually was a National League All-Star, took delivery of Donald and stabled his new buddy 

outside Cincinnati, where the animal still resides today, presumably following the Angels from afar via 

Twitter. 
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"The whole thing was in fun and pretty ridiculous," Cozart said. "Come to think of it, it still is."  

The Reds train in nearby Goodyear, Ariz., which is also home to a business called "Have An Ass Kickin' 

Day", where they make hot sauce, salsa and snacks. They also have donkeys available for petting and 

feeding. 

Cozart, his wife, Chelsea, and their son, Cooper, frequently visited the place in past Springs. His phone 

includes photos of those trips too. 

That was the origin of Cozart's well-chronicled fondness for donkeys, his "affinity," as it often has been 

characterized. 

With his participation, however, Votto elevated the matter into something national and, at the same 

time, something quaint, a story as silly as a classic kids party game, leaving members of the media to, 

yes, pen the tale of the donkey. 

The Reds were in San Diego in mid-June when Votto instructed the team's publicist to summon 

everyone covering the team to the visiting dugout. He was ready to reveal his donkey plans. 

"I was like, 'Don't do it, Joe! Don't do it!' " Cozart recalled. "All of a sudden, I'm on the MLB Network 

talking about donkeys and stuff. It just took off because Joey made it take off. When someone like Joey 

goes public with something, you know it's going to be on ESPN and everything else." 

To better understand Votto's approach to life as a famous baseball star, realize that he arrived in 

Goodyear a couple of weeks ago and proclaimed his offseason a success, based on something slightly 

less sophisticated than advanced analytics. 

"I tried to get fatter," Votto told reporters. "I succeeded at that apparently. We did all the testing, and I 

am fatter." 

Said Cozart, "I actually look forward to every day now hoping I get to see some quotes from him." 

To better understand why things like donkeys can soften the edge of a sometimes edgy game, realize 

that the Washington Nationals' camp Wednesday featured an appearance by three camels. 

Meanwhile, Cozart was busy here pursuing a much more serious side of his profession, a position switch 

that is just one of the many variables on which this Angels season could pivot. 

Before making his 2018 Cactus League debut, against Cleveland at Tempe Diablo Stadium, he never had 

played third base in a game. Never, as in ever. 

He said he pitched a little as a kid and played second in the low minor leagues for one game because of 

a sore shoulder. 

Other than that, Cozart had been a shortstop — "from 7, 8 years old until now," he explained — playing 

the position so exclusively that he couldn't recall if he ever had fielded a bunt. 
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Though he remains on the left side of the infield, the angles are different and so is the pace, third base 

known as the hot corner for a reason. 

"Every day seems easier," Cozart said. "But it's hard to mimic things without being in an actual game." 

His first appearance of the spring didn't offer many opportunities to become more familiar with what 

awaits him this season. In his four innings in the field, Cozart handled his only chance successfully, a line 

drive. 

He joined the Angels as a free agent in December, signing a three-year, $38-million deal after six seasons 

in Cincinnati, the final three of which ended with 98, 94 and 94 defeats. 

After all that losing, Cozart said the Angels' more aggressive approach to winning made the decision to 

switch positions an easy one. 

"I want to fly under the radar now," he said, "and just play ball." 

That would be quite different from last season, when being Zack Cozart meant soaring onto everybody's 

radar, arcing brilliantly across the sky on the back of a donkey. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Lower wall at Angel Stadium will boost HRs 

Statcast shows shorter dimensions may add 8.5 percent more dingers 

By Mike Petriello 

You can expect to see a nice increase in home runs in Anaheim in 2018, and it's not just because the 

Angels have added Shohei Ohtani, Ian Kinsler and Zack Cozart to Mike Trout, Justin Upton and Albert 

Pujols. It's because Angel Stadium is simply different than it was. It's now easier than ever to go deep at 

the Big A. 

That's due to last week's announcement that the team would be lowering the height of the home run 

boundary in right field by 10 feet, cutting it by more than half from the previous 18 feet. Now, most of 

the outfield wall will be a consistent eight feet around, except for the small sections near the foul poles 

where it dips to five feet. 

Now, let's clarify something about that: The wall itself isn't actually being cut down. It will still stand 18 

feet, but the yellow line indicating the home run boundary will shift from above the out-of-town 

scoreboard to below it, just above the green padded wall.  

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-lower-home-run-boundary-in-right-field/c-266776238
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The question, then, is how many more homers the change will create, and whether it will benefit or 

hinder the Angels. By looking at the 3D trajectories of batted balls provided by Statcast™, and noting 

where they impacted the wall, we might be able to help answer those questions. 

Based on the hundreds of batted balls we saw at Angel Stadium over the past two seasons, we found 

some extremely consistent results. In 2016, we might have seen 16 more homers in Anaheim, or an 8.5 

percent increase on the 187 homers hit in the park. In '17, we might have seen 17 additional homers on 

the 202 homers hit there, a rise of an identical 8.5 percent. That's consistent. Consistency is good. 

The lower HR boundary in RF in Anaheim may have added eight to nine percent more homers in 2016-

17. 

This is more an educated guess than a scientific certainty, to be fair. Batted ball tracking isn't yet 

accurate down to the inch, and some plays are judgement calls as to whether it would have hit exactly 

on the line or just above or below it. But 8.5 percent sounds perfect, because it's consistent across the 

two years, and it aligns with the "seven to nine percent" estimated by MLB.com senior data architect 

Tom Tango as well as the eight percent estimate from ESPN fantasy expert Derek Carty. We'll go with it. 

That means that a ball like this Luis Valbuena double from last year probably leaves the yard, as it were. 

It means that when Keynan Middleton threw the first pitch of his Major League career last May, he 

might have watched Carlos Beltran circle the bases, rather than cruising into second with a double. 

This is what 8.5 percent more home runs in 2016 actually looks like, for what it's worth. It's relatively 

evenly split, nine for the Angels and seven against them, with no single pitcher allowing more than one 

probable new home run. 

In 2016, the lower right field home run boundary might have created 16 new homers. 

It might have especially benefited right fielder Kole Calhoun, who hit 18 that year, but might have had 

four more. Over the past two seasons, only nine lefty hitters have hit more balls in the air to their pull 

side than Calhoun has, making the lower boundary an enticing target. 

In 2017, the results were similar, although it's worth noting that the Angels' offense could use all the 

help they can get; no American League team had a lower home slugging percentage than their .406, and 

only Boston had fewer home field home runs. Last year, the results weren't in the team's favor, as it 

looks like Angels pitchers would have allowed 11 more homers and their batters gaining only five -- two 

more from Calhoun. 

In 2017, the lower right field home run boundary might have created 17 new homers. 

As we said, some of this gets into a little bit of guesswork. When Jackie Bradley Jr. made this 

phenomenal catch to rob Yunel Escobar last season, was he robbing a double? Or a home run? How 

http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
https://twitter.com/tangotiger/status/967455910108057601
https://twitter.com/tangotiger/status/967455910108057601
https://twitter.com/DerekCarty/status/966795988319993856
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/641871/keynan-middleton
http://m.mlb.com/player/136860/carlos-beltran
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://bit.ly/2F0CbW8
http://atmlb.com/2CrLBbK
http://m.mlb.com/player/598265/jackie-bradley-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/488862/yunel-escobar
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would it have played out with a lesser fielder than Bradley there? (The Catch Probability on that ball was 

a mere 7 percent, which includes our soon-to-be-unveiled update to account for the wall.)   

What about one of the most controversial plays of the year, when Calhoun appeared to have 

robbed Aaron Hicks to end a game in June? After a review showed that the ball had scraped the wall 

before Calhoun caught it, Hicks was given a double. The Angels still won, but that's a play that would 

potentially be called a home run in 2018. 

There will definitely be more home runs coming, that's for sure. The impact of them may be less than 

you think, however; depending on how you feel about the Bradley play, 33 of our 34 "probably homer" 

plays were already hits. Of those 33, almost all (31) were for extra bases. A home run is better than a 

double, obviously, but it's not converting an out into runs on the board. 

The balls will be flying out of Angel Stadium in 2018, because Ohtani, Kinsler and Cozart will bring a lot 

more power than, say, Ben Revere, Escobar and Cameron Maybin. The talent will be better. But the 

ballpark will be easier to hit in, too. There's so many reasons we're seeing record-setting home run 

totals in baseball. The shorter wall in the Angels' home park is another one to add to the list. 

 

Angels showcase potential Opening Day lineup 
 
By Maria Guardado 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. -- The Angels' regular position players were all in action Wednesday for the first time this 

spring, giving manager Mike Scioscia a chance to unveil his potential Opening Day lineup. 

The batting order for the club's game against the split-squad Indians at Tempe Diablo Stadium was: 

2B Ian Kinsler 

CF Mike Trout 

LF Justin Upton 

DH Albert Pujols 

RF Kole Calhoun 

3B Zack Cozart 

1B Luis Valbuena 

SS Andrelton Simmons 

C Martin Maldonado 

The only notable name missing was Shohei Ohtani, who did not play Wednesday after throwing a 34-

pitch bullpen session. The Angels could use Ohtani at designated hitter and have Pujols start at first base 

over Valbuena, but other than that, Wednesday's lineup seems likely to closely resemble what the club 

will deploy against the A's on March 29 at the Coliseum. 

http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/catch-probability
http://m.mlb.com/player/543305/aaron-hicks
http://m.mlb.com/player/519184/ben-revere
http://m.mlb.com/player/457727/cameron-maybin
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
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"I think this lineup has a lot of flexibility, so we can certainly see how the groupings work moving 

forward and when we get into the season," Scioscia said of his lineup, which took a 2-0 lead into the 

fourth before the Indians pulled away later for a 15-3 win. "I think this is a great template to work off of. 

We have to adjust from what we can." 

 

The Angels' offense underperformed in 2017, finishing 11th in the American League in on-base 

percentage and last in slugging percentage. The club sought to rectify its deficiencies over the offseason 

by landing Ohtani, trading for Kinsler and signing Cozart. 

With the trio of reinforcements in tow, one of the biggest questions for the Angels became who would 

occupy the leadoff spot following the departures of Cameron Maybin and Yunel Escobar. Wednesday's 

lineup suggests that Kinsler is the preferred leadoff option, though the Angels could also slot Calhoun, a 

lefty bat, at the top of the order to break up their block of right-handed hitters. 

Kinsler, who has led off for most of his career, showed his table-setting abilities in his Angels debut on 

Wednesday, walking twice in two plate appearances and scoring two of the club's three runs. In the first 

inning, the 35-year-old veteran drew a leadoff walk before stealing second and advancing to third on a 

throwing error by Cleveland catcher Ryan Hanigan. Kinsler then scored on a sacrifice fly from Upton to 

give the Angels a 1-0 lead. 

Kinsler also opened the third with a walk and later came home on an RBI single by Calhoun. 

"Those guys got to feed the middle of the order, and Ian had a great day," Scioscia said. "Stole a base, 

was running well. It's a good start for those guys. They took the wraps off and started to get into their 

flow a little bit." 

 

Heaney fires 2 scoreless innings in spring debut 
 
Angels' lefty determined to bounce back from rough end to last season 

 
TEMPE, Ariz. -- Andrew Heaney wasn't supposed to pitch for the Angels last season after undergoing 

Tommy John surgery in July 2016, but he beat the projections. The 26-year-old left-hander returned to 

the Majors in August and hoped to bolster the Angels' rotation as they made their final playoff push. 

But things didn't exactly go to plan, as Heaney posted a 7.06 ERA over five starts before missing the final 

three weeks of the season with a shoulder impingement. 

Now healthy again, Heaney is determined to put his injury woes behind him and simply focus on getting 

results on the mound. 

"I don't worry about how I feel physically," Heaney said Wednesday. "Obviously, everybody wants to 

feel good mechanically. You want to be sound in what you're doing, but I'm to the point now where I'm 

https://www.mlb.com/gameday/533874/final/box
http://m.mlb.com/player/457727/cameron-maybin
http://m.mlb.com/player/488862/yunel-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/452672/ryan-hanigan
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
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ready to get people out. I'm ready to be out there and not have to worry about anything other than 

getting guys out." 

 

Heaney accomplished that Wednesday, firing two scoreless innings in the Angels' 15-3 loss to the split-

squad Indians at Tempe Diablo Stadium. Heaney gave up just a pair of singles, to Jason Kipnis and Bobby 

Bradley, while walking none and striking out one. 

"It's definitely better than last year, that's for sure," Heaney quipped. "I felt really good. The hits that I 

gave up were on mistakes. They weren't really well-located pitches. I got guys with two strikes and 

didn't put them away. That's probably one quibble I had about it, but that comes later, when I start 

getting a better feel for my slider." 

Getting Shiggy with it 

Shigetoshi Hasegawa, who spent nine seasons in the Majors as a reliever for the Angels and Mariners, 

visited camp on Wednesday to interview manager Mike Scioscia for a segment that will air on NHK, a 

Japanese broadcast station. 

Hasegawa said he is very familiar with Shohei Ohtani, as he's scouted the two-way phenom for the Orix 

Buffaloes of Nippon Professional Baseball. 

"I'm helping the other Japanese team," Hasegawa said. "So he was the enemy. I didn't like him at all. 

Now he plays for the Angels, so I've got to cheer him." 

Hasegawa said he believes Ohtani has the potential to be a great hitter or pitcher, though he cautioned 

that Ohtani will likely experience some growing pains during his transition to the Majors. 

"To me, he's a great pitcher," Hasegawa said. "He's still a prospect. But I'm thinking maybe in some 

future, he's going to be like a Yu Darvish or a [Masahiro] Tanaka. Right now, you can't expect too much. 

That's what I think. Especially, a two-way player is kind of tough." 

Cozart debuts at hot corner 

After spending his first seven Major League seasons at shortstop, Zack Cozart made his first career start 

at third base on Wednesday. Cozart was tested only once in four innings at third, successfully snagging a 

liner off the bat of Ryan Hanigan in the fourth. 

Parker's streak ends 

Blake Parker, who struck out 17 consecutive batters to end Spring Training last year, saw his impressive 

streak come to an end when he induced a groundout to start the fourth. The Angels' best returning 

reliever, Parker went on to allow three runs on four hits over one inning in his first appearance of the 

spring. 

Injury update 

Outfielder Chris Young (right calf strain) is still wearing a walking boot, but he has started to take some 

swings in the batting cage, according to Scioscia. 

https://www.mlb.com/gameday/533874/final/box
http://m.mlb.com/player/543401/jason-kipnis
http://m.mlb.com/player/656252/bobby-bradley
http://m.mlb.com/player/656252/bobby-bradley
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/506433/yu-darvish
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/452672/ryan-hanigan
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
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Camp battles 

• Parker Bridwell, who is fighting for a rotation spot, struggled in his second outing of the spring, yielding 

five runs on seven hits over one-plus inning. Bridwell had breezed through two scoreless innings in his 

first Cactus League outing against the A's on Friday. 

• Rule 5 Draft pick Luke Bard faced seven batters in the seventh and could only record one out, 

surrendering five runs on four hits, including a grand slam to Todd Hankins. Entering Wednesday, Bard 

had retired all six batters he'd faced this spring. The 27-year-old right-hander is in the mix for a relief job 

with the Angels. 

Up next 

JC Ramirez will make his Cactus League debut against the Giants in Scottsdale on Thursday. It will mark 

Ramirez's first start since undergoing stem-cell therapy to treat a partially torn ulnar collateral ligament 

in his right elbow. Fellow rotation hopeful Nick Tropeano is expected to pitch after Ramirez and make 

his second appearance of the spring. The 12:05 p.m. PT contest will be available live on MLB.TV. 

 

               FROM FANGRAPHS       

How Data Transformed the Angels’ Rule 5 Pick 

By David Laurila 

When the Angels selected Luke Bard in December’s Rule 5 draft, they acquired a pitcher who is 

stylistically different than the right-hander Minnesota took in the first round of the 2012 amateur draft. 

The younger brother of former Red Sox flamethrower Daniel Bard is no longer looking to induce ground 

balls. He’s looking to blow away hitters with belt-high heaters. 

He did plenty of that last year between Double-A Chattanooga and Triple-A Rochester. Armed with his 

new data-driven attack plan, Bard augmented his 2.76 ERA with 99 punch outs in 65.1 innings of relief 

work. His 13.6 K/9 far exceeded his previous personal best, which was a pedestrian 8.1 against Low-A 

hitters in 2015. 

What prompted the change from sinkerballer to power pitcher? The 27-year-old Georgia Tech product 

learned that he has elite spin rate. As a result, his two-seamer is now in his back pocket and his modus 

operandi is four-seam explosion. 

Whether or not he remains an Angel, or ends up being offered back to the Twins, remains to be seen. 

Either way, Bard has evolved, and he has Statcast to thank. 

——— 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/572703/luke-bard
http://m.mlb.com/player/607399/todd-hankins
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/01
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=sa501941&position=P
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=7115&position=P
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Luke Bard: “I was a sinkerball pitcher all through college and for my first several years of pro ball, and I 

got a lot of ground balls, but I never got the swings and misses. I would see guys who didn’t throw as 

hard as me and go, ‘How are they getting swings and misses on their fastball?’ Then I started learning 

about spin rate and realized I was throwing high-spin sinkers. 

“For my whole life, I thought my sinker was a great pitch. It got me ground balls. I could see it move. 

Catchers would tell me I threw a heavy ball. All of those things were put into my mind that I should be 

throwing sinkers. But again, while there was movement, there weren’t a lot of swings and misses. I’d 

have an outing where I’d get three ground balls and two of them went through. Afterwards I’d be 

thinking, ‘I did what I wanted to — I got ground balls — but I gave up a run. How’s that?’” 

“I did a bunch of reading online and started wondering if I should be pitching up in the zone. The [Twins] 

had never told me what my spin rate was. I ended up going to a video guy of ours on my own, a guy 

younger than me, and asked, ‘Do you have the data, the small sample size of it?’ 

“I looked up the spin rates of major leaguers, and mine was higher than theirs. [Bard’s four-seam spin 

rate was an eye-opening 2,730 last season.] So I learned, and kind of experimented. This was in 2016, in 

High-A, although I didn’t completely abandon my sinker until last spring training. I went to camp and 

threw all four-seamers. Any time I got ahead I would throw at the belt instead of the knees. I started 

getting a ton of swings and misses, so I stuck with it. Last year, I struck out more guys than I ever had. 

“The velo is the same as my sinker — low to mid-90s — but the lesser-quality swings are pretty evident. 

So are the results. Going to all four-seamers has definitely helped my command. I can go right after 

hitters, and once I get ahead I can kind of keep climbing the ladder. 

“My other pitch is a slider, and when I’m throwing it for a strike it starts at the belt or a little above. That 

plays well off my high fastball. The hitter has to look for one or the other, because I don’t think he can 

be ready for both of those pitches. 

“My brother, Daniel, had a high spin. He’s working with the Diamondbacks now [as a player mentor], 

and we talk about it a ton. When he was playing — and this wasn’t even that long ago — spin rate 

wasn’t really a thing. They were just starting to get into it. He threw a lot of two-seamers even though 

he was a high-spin guy. Not knowing that, he just tried to throw it as hard as he could. 

“When I told Daniel what I was doing, he pretty much said, ‘You’re using your stuff the right way; it’s 

going to play better for you.’ The game has kind of changed. There are numbers on your stuff that tell 

you how you should pitch. Basically, I learned about spin rate and now I’m using my stuff the right way.” 
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                 FROM YAHOO! SPORTS      

Angels find creative way to add even more homers to lineup 
 
Mark Townsend 

 
The Los Angeles Angels will have a far more dynamic offense in 2018 thanks to the additions of Shohei 
Ohtani, Ian Kinsler and Zack Cozart. But simply adding more power to the lineup isn’t the only way the 
team plans on increasing its home run total. 

The Angels have announced plans to alter the dimensions at Angel Stadium, and according to MLB’s 
Statcast technology those alterations could increase the home run output in 2018 and beyond by nearly 
10 percent. 

When the season opens, the 18 foot outfield wall that extends from the right field corner almost all the 

way to center field, will see its home run boundary lowered to eight feet, making it consistent with most 

of the outfield wall. It won’t change the look of the ballpark since the wall will remain in place. It will, 

however, change how the ballpark plays now that any ball that hits above the eight-foot line will be a 

home run. 

 
It will be a much more inviting target for Angels hitters. Especially for the left-handed swinging Ohtani, 
whose display of power in Japan not only tested ballpark dimensions, but many times tested a ballpark’s 
boundaries. It might be a coincidence that the changes are being made just two months after his signing. 
Then again, it might not be. After all, Ohtani is a pitcher first and foremost, and the new home run 
boundary certainly won’t benefit them. 

Here’s how much of a potential rude awakening it could be for pitchers, according to Statcast’s findings. 

Based on the hundreds of batted balls we saw at Angel Stadium over the past two seasons, we found 
some extremely consistent results. In 2016, we might have seen 16 more homers in Anaheim, or an 8.5 
percent increase on the 187 homers hit in the park. In ’17, we might have seen 17 additional homers on 
the 202 homers hit there, a rise of an identical 8.5 percent. That’s consistent. Consistency is good. 

 
The Angels are a predominantly right-handed hitting team with Mike Trout, Albert Pujols, Justin Upton 
and Andrelton Simmons among the returning stars. Kinsler and Cozart will add to that imbalance. Still, 
there’s more than enough opposite field power in that bunch for the alteration to make a difference 
offensively. 

The Angels hit 186 homers last season, good for 24th in MLB and 14th out of 15 in the American League. 
If they can bump that number into the 220 range and move into MLB’s top 10, they’ll be a difficult team 
to deal with regardless of how the changes impact their pitching. 

Another interesting twist: How many more home run robberies will Mike Trout add to his catalog 
now? We’ve seen him make some great plays against that right field wall. Many of those would have 
robbed home runs under the new ground rules. It’s possible this change could lead to career highs in 
several categories for baseball’s brightest superstar. 

https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angel-stadium-will-add-more-homers-in-2018/c-267458738
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angel-stadium-will-add-more-homers-in-2018/c-267458738
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               FROM THE SPORTING NEWS      

Why the Angels are poised for a playoff run in 2018 
 
By Jared Wyllys  
 
Almost a week into the exhibition games of spring training, some of the storylines of the upcoming 

season are gaining clarity, and among them is the case for which teams might surprise us by making the 

postseason after missing it in 2017. 

In the National League, the Phillies have a strong case thanks to their youth, and in the American 

League, the addition of a few key veterans has the Angels poised to make their own surprise run at the 

postseason. 

In 2017, the Angels finished 21 games behind the Astros in the AL West and five games out of the wild 
card, but they remained in the playoff hunt until near the end of the season. This year should be 
different. 

It’s not that their division will be any easier; that would require a serious implosion in Houston. Instead, 
they’ll carve a path to the wild card, though the field vying for that spot might be as tough as the AL 
West. However, the Angels didn’t miss the playoffs by much last season, and they have improved 
significantly. Much of that improvement comes from Shohei Ohtani, of course, but the greatest 
improvement will come from some of the new faces the Angels added around him. This could be the 
difference that helps the Angels return to the postseason for the first time since 2014. 

The Angels acquired Justin Upton at the waiver deadline last season, and he has been a steady power 
hitter for about a decade. Upton’s defense has always been a little wobbly, but with a career ISO of .210, 
he can more than make up for a weak glove with his bat. Upton was acquired to try to make a push for 
the wild card last season, but his greatest contribution to the Angels will come with what he can offer 
over a full season. 

After getting Upton last August, the Angels also added Zack Cozart and Ian Kinsler during the offseason, 
both of whom will stabilize the infield while adding a reliable veteran presence to positions in the infield, 
where that was previously lacking. 

Kinsler, who reached the World Series with the Rangers in 2010 and 2011, has a .291 batting average in 
the postseason, and he should lock down second base for the Angels in 2018 after that spot was 
something of a rotating door of Danny Espinosa, Brandon Phillips and Cliff Pennington last season. And 
even at 35, Kinsler was good for six defensive runs saved at second base for the Tigers in 2017, so he can 
be counted on to be a valuable bat in the lineup and a sturdy glove on defense. 

On the other side of the infield, Cozart joined the Angels in December after seven seasons in Cincinnati, 

where he consistently hit well and provided extra pop for the Reds in 2017 with a career-high 24 home 

runs. In fact, last season was his best to date. Cozart finished with an OPS of .933, which was close to 

200 points higher than his previous best in a full season. He is exceptionally patient at the plate, walking 

http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/news/mlb-2018-predictions-phillies-nl-wild-card-race-playoffs-rhys-hoskins-maikel-franco/1cpgy0g4b7bnm1cgmbmu7ptxea
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just over 12 percent of the time in 2017. Last year, he attacked opposing pitchers’ fastballs, hitting .283 

and slugging .613 against them. Cozart was even better against the sinker (.404 and .681), and he also 

did well against changeups and cutters. Though he will be playing third base for the first time in his 

career, Cozart’s mature approach at the plate and recent increase in power will slot into the Angels’ 

lineup nicely. 

But the headline-grabbing move for the Angels, of course, was winning the Ohtani sweepstakes. 

The early returns from spring training have been mostly positive, and however the two-way star is used, 

he’s going to have an impact. Out of the rotation, Ohtani is capable of bringing triple-digit heat, and he 

has already shown off an impressive breaking pitch in his first spring start. His numbers in Japan make it 

plain that Ohtani is capable of claiming a regular spot in the lineup as an outfielder or designated hitter. 

That’s going to mean stealing at-bats from Kole Calhoun and Albert Pujols, but Ohtani is talented 

enough to do it. 

But if Ohtani is used primarily as a starting pitcher and only sparingly at the plate, he’s a game-changer 

for the Angels’ rotation. He slides in behind Garrett Richards and Andrew Heaney, and though Ohtani 

did not pitch much in Japan in 2017, he was quite successful on the mound in the three seasons prior, 

throwing at least 140 innings in each while posting an ERA that ranged from 2.61 to 1.86. There’s little 

question that Ohtani makes the rotation better. 

Behind Ohtani, Tyler Skaggs is sort of a question mark, but Matt Shoemaker has a few successful seasons 
under his belt. After a season marred by injury in 2017, the hope for the Angels is that Shoemaker can 
pitch like he did in 2014 and 2016 in particular, when he kept his ERA well under 4.00. But the beauty of 
having Ohtani in the rotation is that the Angels will not need to lean so heavily on pitchers like Skaggs or 
Shoemaker. 

Finally, once-in-a-generation talent Mike Trout missed a large chunk of last season thanks to a torn 
ligament in his left thumb, and while it’s not necessarily likely that a full year of Trout would have put 
the Angels in the 2017 playoffs, losing him for nearly 50 games didn’t help. Trout, at only 26, is garishly 
talented and was worth nearly 7 WAR in his abbreviated season last year, so having him return to the 
lineup almost every day in 2018 only bolsters the Angels’ case for making the playoffs. 

The road to October won’t necessarily be easier for the Angels this season, but thanks to the additions 

of Ohtani and a few veterans, they are better equipped to traverse it. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/news/shohei-ohtani-stats-first-spring-training-game-angels-dh/fud5xztjozcv13ufg5h2749za
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               FROM ESPN.COM       

The player from each MLB team who doesn’t get talked about enough 

By David Schoenfield 

OK, enough with Giancarlo Stanton and Shohei Ohtani and J.D. Martinez. Those guys have received 

enough publicity early in spring training. Let’s look at some under-the-radar players, guys who don’t get 

much publicity but, though they might not be big stars, help their teams win baseball games. 

American League 

Baltimore Orioles: Mychal Givens, RP. Hey, a relief pitcher! (It will be a theme.) The Orioles don’t really 

have another strong candidate, especially with Jonathan Schoop getting some love with his breakout, 

All-Star performance in 2017. Givens has thrown 153 1/3 innings the past two seasons with a sub-3.00 

ERA, which is something. Do you ever get the feeling Buck Showalter could find eight guys at a tryout 

camp and turn them into a useful bullpen? 

Boston Red Sox: Drew Pomeranz, SP. With all the attention given to Chris Sale's Cy Young pursuit and 

David Price's drama and Rick Porcello's struggles, Pomeranz quietly went 17-6 with a 3.32 ERA while 

fanning 174 in 173 2/3 innings. He’s a free agent after 2018, and if he posts a third straight strong 

season, he’s going to become a very rich man. 

Chicago White Sox: Nick Delmonico, LF. These are actual strikeout-to-walk ratios of some White Sox 

hitters in 2017: 162 to 13, 117 to 19, 111 to 33, 165 to 19. Delmonico, on the other hand, was 31 to 23 in 

his 166 plate appearances, which was almost Ted Williams-esque for this team. So, please, let’s hope he 

can actually hit. 

Cleveland Indians: Dan Otero, RP. His ERAs the past five seasons: 1.38, 2.28, 6.75, 1.53, 2.85. He had 46 

bad innings for the A’s in 2015, which is how the Indians were able to get him for nothing, but at some 

point, we have to believe he’s the real deal, even despite the middling fastball and low strikeout rate. 

With the departure of Bryan Shaw in free agency, Otero could see a more vital role in 2018. 

Detroit Tigers: Warwick Saupold, RP. I just wanted to type “Warwick Saupold” at least once this year. It 

sounds like a name from some dystopian novel in which America is attacked by mutant lifeforms and 

only a baseball player and part-time scientist named Warwick Saupold can save the day. Except Saupold 

isn't American. He’s Australian! (OK, sorry, Tigers fans. How about Shane Greene? He could be a good 

closer this year.) 

Houston Astros: Josh Reddick, RF. He got more attention last season for celebrating the AL West title 

while wearing American Flag underwear than for anything he did on the field. The first year of his four-

year, $52 million contract was a huge success, however, as he hit .314/.363/.484 while playing a solid 

right field. He has averaged 3.6 WAR per season since 2012. 
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Whit Merrifield quietly led the American League in steals last season. John Sleezer/Kansas City 

Star/TNS/Getty Images 

Kansas City Royals: Whit Merrifield, 2B. I just realized this: Merrifield led the AL with 34 steals. OK, so it 

was the lowest league-leading figure in either league since Luis Aparicio led the AL with 31 in 1962. Even 

so, Merrifield has turned himself into a nice player, with 3.9 WAR in 2017 -- not bad for a ninth-round 

pick who never got any attention as a prospect. 

Los Angeles Angels: Martin Maldonado, C. You might be thinking, “a catcher who hit .221 and drove in 

38 runs? What kind of list is this?” That’s kind of the point. Maldonado's defense is that good. The bat is 

weak other than an occasional home run, but Maldonado was worthy of the Gold Glove he won, 

throwing out 39 percent of base stealers to go with strong framing metrics. 

Minnesota Twins: Jorge Polanco, SS. Polanco’s first full season produced 2.1 WAR and more power than 

expected, with 46 extra-base hits. Polanco's strikeout rate was well below the league average, and his 

defense graded out as average as well (minus-1 defensive runs saved). He's young enough to get better, 

especially if you look at his second-half numbers: .293/.359/.511, 10 home runs. 

Oakland Athletics: Matt Chapman, 3B. He won’t be anonymous for long if he keeps playing defense like 

Nolan Arenado. His rookie season showed some promise in the power category to go with spectacular 

defense, and if he can clean up the offensive approach and improve the OBP (.313 last year), he’s going 

to make several All-Star teams in his career. 

Toronto Blue Jays: J.A. Happ, SP. Over the past three seasons, he's 41-23 with a 3.43 ERA. That's 21st 

among pitchers with at least 400 innings, better than Gerrit Cole, Marcus Stroman and Chris Archer. If 

Happ has another solid season, he’ll pass Mark Loretta in career WAR among players from 

Northwestern. 

Seattle Mariners: Mitch Haniger, RF. If you want a good breakout candidate for 2018, check out Haniger. 

He was hitting .342 in late April when he went down with a strained oblique. Later, he was hit in the face 

by a pitch and went on the DL. But he returned in September and hit .353 with seven home runs (though 

his strikeout-to-walk ratio, strong early in the season, deteriorated to 27-3). He is 27 years old and a plus 

defender in right and was worth 3.0 WAR last season in just 96 games. 

Texas Rangers: Alex Claudio, RP. Claudio is an aberration in this day of flame-throwing relievers, a lefty 

sinkerballer who throws an 86 mph fastball. His ground ball rate, however, was over 60 percent the past 

two seasons, so he gets the job done -- 2.61 ERA the past two seasons with just seven home runs 

allowed in 134 1/3 innings -- with a strikeout rate that even a 1980s closer would blush over. 

Tampa Bay Rays: Mallex Smith, CF. Think Ender Inciarte skill set. Hey, nobody thought much of Inciarte 

his first two seasons, either. If Smith does turn out to be that valuable -- and he has 2.7 WAR in 497 

career plate appearances -- that will soothe the loss of Steven Souza. 
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New York Yankees: Jordan Montgomery, SP. A report the other day said the Yankees were still 

interested in Lance Lynn. I’m not sure why, as Lynn isn’t better than Montgomery, who had a completely 

under-the-radar rookie season, going 9-7 with a 3.88 ERA and solid peripherals. He is a big kid (6-foot-6), 

has a four-pitch arsenal, throws hard enough for a lefty (92 mph average fastball) and finished strong 

(2.49 ERA in September). There’s zero reason to displace him from the rotation. 

National League 

Robbie Ray was third in the NL in strikeouts last season with 218. Harry How/Getty Images 

Arizona Diamondbacks: Robbie Ray, SP. Yes, another reason to mention Robbie Ray. I feel like his agent 

owes me a little under-the-table payment. But he’s really good! He averaged 12.1 K’s per nine innings! If 

the humidor that is being installed in Arizona works to suppress offense, Ray could be a Cy Young 

contender. 

Atlanta Braves: Ender Inciarte, CF. He has won back-to-back Gold Gloves and made the All-Star team last 

year, so it’s not as though he’s being ignored, but this is the kind of player still underrated by the 

masses. J.D. Martinez is getting a $100 million-plus contract, but Inciarte has outperformed him in 

cumulative WAR the past four seasons, 15.7 to 15.2. 

Chicago Cubs: Jose Quintana, SP. Prediction: The best starting pitcher on the Cubs in 2018 will be 

Quintana, not Yu Darvish or Jon Lester or Kyle Hendricks. 

Cincinnati Reds: Tucker Barnhart, C. The new Gold Glove voting system is a big improvement over when 

managers and coaches just voted for the same guys every year. Barnhart was a deserving winner in 

2017. In the past, the award no doubt would have gone to Buster Posey because of his bat or Yadier 

Molina as a legacy choice. Plus, Barnhart isn't an automatic out at the plate, with a .270/.347/.403 line. 

Colorado Rockies: Jon Gray, SP. Clayton Kershaw might have trouble keeping his ERA under 4.00 at 

Coors Field in this home-run-dominated era, but that’s exactly what Gray did in 2017. Caveat: He made 

just 20 starts (only eight of them at Coors) after a broken foot suffered in his third start. But if he pitches 

like he did last year over 30 starts, we’re looking at a potential 5-WAR pitcher -- with maybe even more 

upside, given that he has just 58 major league starts. 

Los Angeles Dodgers: Ross Stripling, RP. There’s nothing too fancy about Stripling, and though the 

Dodgers used him almost exclusively in relief in 2017, he could start for a lot of teams. You know, maybe 

the World Series turns out differently if Dave Roberts doesn’t bury him at the back of the pen. 

Miami Marlins: Derek Dietrich, UT. He has been a terrific bench player the past three seasons, hitting 

.261/.351/.432 while playing second, third and left field. He could be the regular in left field, and if he 

produces, he probably gets traded. 

Milwaukee Brewers: Travis Shaw, 3B. His numbers were less than stellar with the Red Sox in 2016. The 

Brewers picked him up for reliever Tyler Thornburg, and Shaw broke out with .273/.349/.513 season 



March 1, 2018  Page 22 of 27 
 

that included 31 home runs, all while caring for his daughter, who was born in June with a heart 

abnormality that required three life-threatening surgeries (she was released from the hospital in 

December). Shaw plays a solid third base, especially impressive for a guy who spent more time in the 

minors at first base, and he hit better on the road, so he didn’t just take advantage of Miller Park. 

New York Mets: Jerry Blevins, RP. Every team needs a 6-foot-6, 190-pound LOOGY (left-handed, one-out 

guy). Blevins has carved out a nice career in part because he isn't completely useless against righties, 

though Terry Collins limited him to just 91 innings in 148 games the past two seasons. 

Philadelphia Phillies: Cesar Hernandez, 2B. Everyone kind of expected the Phillies to trade Hernandez to 

clear room for prospect Scott Kingery, but they didn’t and with good reason: Hernandez is good. He 

averaged 3.2 WAR the past two seasons, and the Phillies might end up keeping him and turning Kingery 

into a Ben Zobrist-type utility guy. 

Pittsburgh Pirates: Josh Bell, 1B. It seems like we waited forever for Bell to arrive, and when he finally 

played his first full season, we kind of ignored it. There were some positive signs, with 26 home runs and 

solid control of the strike zone without an excessive strikeout rate. To get to the next level, Bell will need 

to hit fewer ground balls (51 percent ground ball rate) and take advantage of his natural power. 

St. Louis Cardinals: Jose Martinez, 1B/LF. Tommy Pham? You know about Tommy Pham by now. 

Martinez could always hit -- he hit .384 in Triple-A in 2015 -- but became one of those launch-angle guys 

last season and began clearing the fence with regularity. He hit 14 home runs in 272 at-bats as part of a 

.309/.379/.518 line and at the minimum should start against lefties and serve as a strong weapon off the 

bench. 

San Diego Padres: Dinelson Lamet, SP. Hey, they won more games than the Giants, so somebody must 

be doing something. Lamet struck out 139 in 114 1/3 innings as a rookie while holding batters to a .210 

average, so it isn't surprising to see that he averaged 95 mph with his fastball. He’s a fastball/slider guy 

with below-average control, however, so lefties also slugged .502 off him. If he can develop an off-speed 

pitch, watch out. 

San Francisco Giants: Hunter Strickland, RP. Bryce Harper's favorite relief pitcher. Strickland is known 

largely for giving up bombs to Harper in the postseason and then instigating a brawl after throwing at 

Harper last May. However, he has quietly been the one consistent Giants reliever, with a 2.75 ERA the 

past three seasons. 

Washington Nationals: Ryan Madson, RP. Maybe you could go with Anthony Rendon, who led NL 

position players in FanGraphs WAR, but he has two top-six MVP finishes in his career (that’s one more 

than Bryce Harper), so you can’t say he flies under the radar. How about Madson, who has been good 

for three seasons after missing three seasons after Tommy John surgery and a long path to recovery? 

Between the A’s and Nationals, he was quietly one of the game’s best relievers in 2017: 59 IP, 38 H, 2 

HRs, 9 BB, 67 K's. 
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                 FROM VAVEL.COM       

MLB Preview: American League West 

The road to an American League West will continue to run through the defending World Series champion 

Houston Astros. Do the four other contenders have what it takes to dethrone the Astros? 

By Richard Martinez 

Will anyone catch the Houston Astros for the American League West crown? 

Probably not, the Astros have built themselves a juggernaut of a team. However, this does not stop the 

other teams in the division to fight for a playoff berth in another way. 

Here is a look at how the AL West could shake up in 2018. 

Houston Astros (103-59) 

The Astros not only won the AL West title for the first-time last season, they won their first World Series 

title in franchise history. In 2018, they could possibly do it again. 

The pitching rotation will definitely be the most talented group of pitchers assembled in all of baseball. 

Justin Verlander and Dallas Keuchel were a great one-two punch in 2017, combining for a 19-5 record 

with a 1.98 ERA, striking out 168 batters faced. The rotation became even stronger with the off-season 

acquisition of Gerrit Cole. This spring, the number five spot in the rotation may be up for grabs between 

Brad Peacock, Charlie Morton and Collin McHugh. 

Offensively, pitchers will have to slow down maybe the best lineup in Major League Baseball. The Astros 

lead the majors in average (.282), hits (1,581) and runs batted in (854) while finishing second in the 

league in home runs (238). With most of the original cast returning from last season, expect similar 

offensive production from the team to beat in the AL West. 

Los Angeles Angels (89-73) 

The Angels are the most improved team in the West. Zack Cozart was brought in to fill the need at third 

base while Ian Kinsler fills the void at second base. Re-signing Justin Upton keeps a power bat in the 

middle of their lineup. The Angels finally gave Mike Trout the help he needed. 

Their biggest off-season splash was the signing of Japanese superstar Shohei Ohtani. Ohtani is currently 

ranked the No.1 prospect in all of baseball according to MLB.com. The 23-year-old won 42 games in five 

seasons with the Japan Pacific League, batting .286 with 48 home runs and 166 runs batted in. If Ohtani 

can live up to the hype and starters Garrett Richards, Matt Shoemaker and Tyler Skaggs remain healthy, 

the pitching rotation vastly improved. 
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The first base position might need to be addressed in the future. Luis Valbuena played first base 48 

games last season. Although a serviceable player, they should consider finding someone else to play the 

position. Guys like Ike Davis and Tyler Moore remain available in free agency. If they chose to go within 

the organization Matt Thaiss could make his debut in the majors at some point this season. 

Texas Rangers (77-85) 

The Rangers will attempt a six-man rotation this season. Cole Hamels, Martin Perez, Doug Fister, and 

Matt Moore will definitely benefit from the extra day off. It could also prevent injury to the rotation. 

Rougned Odor, Joey Gallo, Nomar Mazara and Willie Calhoun are the young nucleus that the Rangers 

will want to build around. Adrian Beltre is returning for another season, giving the Rangers veteran 

leadership the young guys need. 

Youngsters Yohander Mendez, Kyle Cody and Ronald Guzman could receive a call up at some point 

during the season and give the Rangers an added boost. 

Oakland Athletics (75-87) 

The Oakland Athletics celebrate a 5-2 win after a baseball game against the Texas Rangers |Sept. 30, 

2017 - Source: Brandon Wade/Getty Images North America| The Oakland Athletics celebrate a 5-2 win 

after a baseball game against the Texas Rangers  

The Athletics are not a team that should be slept on. They could surprise many people and challenge for 

a Wild Card spot. Oakland has a good collection of young talent in which they could take a big step 

forward in 2018. 

Kendall Graveman, Matt Olson, Khris Davis and Sean Manaea are solid pieces. With a strong farm 

system, there are players that could provide the Athletics with reinforcements when needed. 

Seattle Mariners (71-91) 

The Mariners are the team in the division that wins that off-season and has high hopes to start the 

season. This season appears to be no exception. 

Speedster Dee Gordan (brought in via a trade with the Miami Marlins) will leadoff for the Mariners in 

the lineup. Behind him will be Jean Segura, another player that could fly around the bases. Ryon Healy 

(brought in via a trade with the Oakland A’s) adds another bat in the lineup that includes Robinson Cano, 

Nelson Cruz and Kyle Seager. 

Something to keep an eye on will be the health of Felix Hernandez. During the first week of Spring 

Training, Hernandez was struck by a line drive at his right forearm. Last season in an injury plagued 

season, Hernandez pitched in only 16 games. 
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James Paxton, Marco Gonzalez, Mike Leake and Erasmo Ramirez make for a formidable rotation. With a 

pretty decent bullpen, the Mariners will be competitive throughout the season. However, it won’t be 

enough to end the longest playoff drought in baseball. 

 

       FROM MLB TRADE RUMORS      

Nationals still weighing additions; Angels, Twins likely done 

By Jeff Todd 

With Spring Training in full swing and several recent signings taking a few more players off of the free-

agent board, much of the offseason picture is finally now in focus. Of course, as MLBTR’s 2017-18 MLB 

Free Agent Tracker shows, there are still some big names available. Several organizations clearly also 

have unfinished business, while others may already feel they’ve addressed their needs or maxed out 

their resources. 

Here are some notes on teams’ plans on the day before the calendar flips to March: 

The Nationals are still eyeing improvements, according to a report from Bob Nightengale of USA Today 

(via Twitter). In particular, the Washington front office “remain[s] engaged” with the top remaining free 

agent, starter Jake Arrieta. But it seems that he’s not the sole player of interest, as the organization is 

said to be “monitor[ing]” the market for possibilities. It is worth noting that several other remaining free 

agents could fit the Nats rather comfortably on paper, potentially including other starters such as Lance 

Lynn and Alex Cobb, top reliever Greg Holland, and catcher Jonathan Lucroy. Of course, there’s no real 

indication whether any of those players are presently seen as options within the Nationals organization. 

Quite the opposite impression is being given by the Angels, as Jeff Fletcher of the Southern California 

News Group tweets. GM Billy Eppler says that the organization is “not looking to pursue anything” else 

after a busy winter, though he does note that he’s “open-minded to things that come around.” That 

certainly sounds more like a willingness to entertain bargain-rate signings than any kind of interest in 

pushing for another significant addition. The Halos could clearly stand to improve their pitching, though 

it also may be that the front office prefers to allow existing options to rise or fall before addressing any 

needs at the trade deadline. At present, the Angels seem to have around $25MM in payroll space before 

bumping against the luxury line, though the organization is surely also loath to add too much to the 

future balance sheets. 

It seems the Twins also feel their roster-building work is done, with chief baseball officer Derek Falvey 

telling reporters including Mike Berardino of the St. Paul Pioneer-Press (Twitter link) that there’s a “high 

likelihood” the team has already compiled its Opening Day unit. Minnesota did make quite a few 

acquisitions over the winter, including recent moves for Jake Odorizzi and Logan Morrison that added 

fairly significant salary commitments for the 2018 season. Some have wondered whether another 

rotation piece would make sense, but that doesn’t seem to be in the plans at present. Minnesota is 
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slated to open with a club-record $116MM+ payroll, though the organization had already been in nine 

figures to open each of the past three years. 

 

                 FROM LAGNIAPPE WEEKLY      

BayBears relocation has begun; MLB, SL must sign off 
 
By Melissa Edge 
 
After the next two Southern League seasons, the Mobile BayBears will most likely move to Madison. 
 
The relocation of the AA affiliate of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim will still require the approval of 
Major League Baseball and the SL, but preparations have begun on a local level. 
 
BallCorps LLC, the team’s new Arizona-based owner, has reached an agreement with the city of Madison 
to have the team move into a new, $46 million stadium for the 2020 season. A spokesman for the 
company declined to comment, but forwarded questions to owner Ralph Nelson, who did not return a 
call by press time. 
 
As for the local impact of the move, Councilman John Williams, who represents the area including Hank 
Aaron Stadium, said the city would have to work to find a new lessee for the ballpark when the BayBears 
leave. It might be time to think outside baseball, he said. 
 
“I think we ought to be open to all possibilities,” Williams said. “To say we’re searching for a baseball 
team would be limiting opportunities.” 
 
Although the stadium is about 20 years old, Williams said, it has some positives. 
 
“It’s an awesome space,” he said. “It’s centered in our city. It’s in an awesome location.” 
 
He’s heard ideas about bringing in a soccer or football team, as well as possibly upgrading it to host the 
Senior Bowl in the future. It could also be home to several high school teams and host college 
tournaments. 
 
The team just hosted a series of high school games called the BayBears Classic. Teams from across the 
area competed first at off-site games and then at the professional baseball stadium. 
 
As for news of the move, Williams said he was not surprised. He added it would not have made sense to 
spend money to build a new facility in order to try to keep the team. 
 
“There wasn’t anything we were going to do to change it,” he said. “We could’ve built a Taj Mahal and it 
wouldn’t make a difference.” 
 
Mayor Sandy Stimpson and the City Council were recently presented with options for the current Mobile 
Civic Center property as the results of a facilities assessment were made public. Consulting group CBRE 
presented two possible plans for the Civic Center footprint, one including a baseball stadium. 
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While both options include a theater and arena, CBRE Vice President Michael McShea seemed to favor 
the option that did not include the baseball park. That option included 775,000 square feet of office, 
retail and residential space. The option including a ballpark only had 355,000 square feet of office, retail 
and residential space. 
 
As a baseball fan, Williams said he’ll have lots of good memories connected to the BayBears and will 
enjoy what will most likely be the team’s final two years in the Port City. 
 
“I spent a lot of time there with my family,” he said. “It’ll hold a special place in my heart.” 
 
The BayBears’ 2018 season opens April 5 at home against the Pensacola Blue Wahoos. 


