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Thursday's A's-White Sox game postponed 
Rainout will be made up as part of single-admission twin bill on Friday 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 22, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Thursday night's series opener between the White Sox and A's at Guaranteed Rate Field 
has been postponed due to rain. It rained hard all morning in Chicago, and according to the forecast, the 
rain showed no signs of letting up throughout the day. 
 
The game will be made up Friday as part of a straight doubleheader beginning at 3:10 p.m. CT. The 
originally scheduled contest will begin at either 7:10 p.m. or 30 minutes following the conclusion of the 
opener (but no earlier than the originally scheduled start time). 
 
James Shields will start Game 1 for the White Sox, and he'll be followed by Lucas Giolito in the nightcap. 
Dylan Covey and Carlos Rodon remain set for Saturday and Sunday, respectively. 
 



Fans with tickets to Friday night's originally scheduled game can attend both games with their ticket and 
parking pass. Gates will open at 2:10 p.m., and parking lots will open at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Tickets for Thursday night's postponed game are now gift certificates. Fans can apply the value of those 
tickets and parking coupons for tickets to any future regular-season White Sox home game. All 
exchanges must be made at the Guaranteed Rate Field box office during regular business hours or by 
mail. Fans with tickets for Thursday night's game cannot use those tickets for Friday's doubleheader 
unless they are exchanged at the box office prior to entry. 
 
The first 10,000 fans who enter the ballpark on Friday will receive the Regional Transportation Authority 
(RTA) "Dump the Pump" T-shirt for the rescheduled Free T-shirt Thursday, presented by the Transit 
Agencies. T-shirts will be distributed during the doubleheader while supplies last. NBC Sports Chicago, 
WGN Radio AM-720 and Univision Radio WRTO AM-1200 will broadcast both of Friday's games. 

 
Jimenez among 16 to receive Minors promotion 
White Sox remain high on Kopech despite recent speed bump 

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 22, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- White Sox director of player development Chris Getz admitted some of the 16 players who 
received Minor League promotions Thursday were close to Major League ready during a conference call 
to discuss the moves. 
 
Outfielder Eloy Jimenez ranks as one of those players as he moves from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-
A Charlotte, although Getz had a brief Jim Mora reaction when asked if Jimenez would need just a few 
games at Charlotte before being summoned to the White Sox. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"He's never played at Triple-A. Now, do I have full confidence that he's going to go up there and hit? 
Sure. I absolutely do," Getz said. "If he continues to do so and forces our hand, we're certainly going to 
have that conversation about him coming to Chicago. Let's just get him in the lineup tonight and see what 
he can do." 
 
For the record, the White Sox No. 1 prospect per MLB Pipeline was hitting third and playing right field for 
Charlotte in his International League debut. As a member of the Barons, the Southern League All-Star hit 
.317 with 10 home runs, 15 doubles, 42 RBIs and a .925 OPS. 
 
Getz listed off accomplishments for Jimenez to date, ranging from hammering fastballs to maturity beyond 
his 21 years to controlling the zone, driving the ball and making good decisions in the box. Sounds big 
league ready, right? 
 
Well, there are reasons why this development plan required Jimenez to stop at Charlotte. 
 
"Double-A, historically, is a fastball-heavy league -- certainly the Southern League," Getz said. "You'll get 
a lot of high starting prospects at that level that are still kind of learning to command their fastball, 
meaning they're using their fastball often. 
 
"Obviously, he's responded well to that. Now at Charlotte, you're going to run into guys that have a little 
more experience. Some may have pitched in the big leagues, some might have been labeled those 4-A 
types. But what comes with that is more offspeed pitches, pitching backwards, being able to locate a little 
bit more. 
 
"It will be interesting to see how he does respond with guys attacking him a little bit differently," Getz 
added. "We as an organization believe he's going to be able to accomplish pretty much the same type of 
things he's been accomplishing at Charlotte." 
 



Catcher Seby Zavala, who moved from Birmingham to Charlotte, received plaudits from Getz for the way 
he handles a pitching staff. But when asked for a surprise among this list, Getz turned to Dylan Cease, 
the right-handed starter jumping from Class A Advanced Winston-Salem to Birmingham. 
 
"Heading into the season, his first full year with us, the focus was: every fifth day, a full season's worth of 
innings," said Getz of Cease. "He's more or less forced our hand. He's really come on; he's pitching with 
four pitches, four-plus pitches. He's commanding the ball, very mature kid. And he's certainly ready for the 
next challenge at Double-A." 
 
Getz maintains high level of confidence in Kopech 
 
Michael Kopech had allowed 14 earned runs in 11 innings -- along with 17 walks against 14 strikeouts -- 
over his last three starts for Charlotte before getting back on track Wednesday night. 
 
"Last night, I was really happy with what he was able to do," said Getz of Kopech, who allowed two 
earned runs over five innings Wednesday, with six strikeouts and four walks. "He did have a little bit of a 
hiccup, getting a little erratic. He was getting a little quick in his delivery, his lower half wasn't picking up 
with his upper half. The command of his pitches was not there. 
 
"But last night, he was in the zone, commanding the fastball. His body was under control. He threw some 
good breaking pitches, a couple of good changeups. He was back to being the competitor we are 
accustomed to. We are hoping to build off of this outing." 
 
Getz has few doubts about Kopech's future as a major part of the White Sox rotation. 
 
"Listen, he's going to find his way to the big leagues. He's going to be an impact frontline-type starter. I'm 
very confident in that," Getz said. "Just like a lot of great players, sometimes it's a meandering path. And 
to say that he's gone off track is not fair, because it's only been a couple of outings. I think he's in a really 
good spot." 
 
Promoted to Charlotte 
OF Eloy Jimenez 
RHP Ian Hamilton 
C Seby Zavala   
 
Promoted to Birmingham 
RHP Dylan Cease 
LHP Bernardo Flores 
RHP Matt Foster 
RHP Zach Thompson 
OF Luis Basabe 
OF Joel Booker 
OF Alex Call   
 
Promoted to Winston-Salem 
RHP Lincoln Henzman 
RHP Blake Battenfield 
RHP Tyler Johnson 
INF Laz Rivera 
OF Luis Gonzalez 
OF Luis Robert 

 
Eloy's comin' to Charlotte, but how long before he's playing on the South Side? 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 



The No. 1 prospect in the White Sox loaded farm system got a step closer to playing in the major leagues 
Thursday. 
 
Eloy Jimenez was the headliner in a ridiculously large number of promotions throughout the organization 
that signaled that despite a 25-games-under-.500 record at the big league level, the rebuilding effort is 
progressing nicely. 
 
But antsy fans and observers who want to see the fruits of that effort land on the South Side as soon as 
possible have the same question now that Jimenez is a Charlotte Knight as they did when he was a 
Birmingham Baron: When will he be inserted into Rick Renteria's everyday lineup? 
 
Director of player development Chris Getz didn’t have that answer Thursday when he was discussing all 
the minor league movement. But he outlined exactly what’s had White Sox fans salivating over the idea of 
Jimenez in the major league lineup. 
 
“He’s done nothing but hit with us, and he’s continuing to do that,” Getz said on the conference call. “He’s 
driving the ball to all fields with power. The hit tool is very good, as well. He’s hammering fastballs. 
Talking about maturity, he’s definitely beyond his years in how he handles the game as a whole. 
 
“When he steps into the box, it seems that you’re looking at a guy that's already played in the big leagues 
already, and he has not. He’s controlling the zone, he’s driving the ball, he’s making good decisions. We’ll 
see what he can do up at Charlotte.” 
 
With Jimenez mashing at Birmingham this season — to the tune of .317/.368/.556 with 10 homers and 42 
RBIs in 53 games — plenty have wondered why a pit stop at Charlotte is even necessary. General 
manager Rick Hahn has answered that question in the past, pointing to the different kind of pitching that 
Jimenez will face, and Getz echoed that thinking Thursday. 
 
“At Charlotte, you’re going to run into guys that have a little more experience,” Getz said. “Some may 
have pitched in the big leagues, some might have been labeled those ‘4-A’ types. But what comes with 
that is more off-speed pitches, pitching backwards, being able to locate a little bit more. It will be 
interesting to see how he does respond with guys attacking him a little bit differently. 
 
“We as an organization believe he’s going to be able to accomplish pretty much the same type of things 
he’s been accomplishing at Charlotte.” 
 
That would be good news for those eagerly awaiting Jimenez’s arrival in Chicago because if he 
dominates at the plate at Triple-A the way he did at Double-A, then another promotion could be a 
possibility before the 2018 major league season runs out. 
 
Of course before that happens, the White Sox want Jimenez to master things at the Triple-A level. Hahn 
mentioned before the season started that a good developmental season could end without Jimenez 
joining the big league squad at all. Like with all things in this rebuilding effort, the White Sox are going to 
be patient and do what’s best for the long term. 
 
“He’s never played at Triple-A,” Getz said about a player who prior to joining the White Sox organization 
last summer had never played above Class A. “Now do I have full confidence that he’s going to go up 
there and hit? Sure. I absolutely do. 
 
“If he continues to do so and forces our hand, we’re certainly going to have that conversation about him 
coming to Chicago. Let’s just get him in the lineup tonight and see what he can do.” 

 
Eloy Jimenez and a bunch of White Sox prospects get promoted as the rebuild advances 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 



For White Sox fans focused on what’s happening at the major league level, there’s understandable 
frustration over the team’s 25-games-below-.500 record. 
 
But in the minor leagues, progress is happening, and there was no more tangible sign of that than 
Thursday, when a host of the organization’s highly touted prospects, including top-ranked prospect Eloy 
Jimenez, were promoted. 
 
Jimenez, ranked as the No. 3 prospect in all of baseball, is the biggest name of the bunch. He’s moving 
on up from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-A Charlotte, joining top-ranked pitching prospect Michael 
Kopech as being just a step away from playing on the South Side. 
 
Jimenez got a late start to the season while recovering from an injury, but he’s put up impressive 
numbers, with a .317/.368/.556 slash line to go along with 10 home runs, 42 RBIs and 15 doubles in 53 
games. 
 
Plenty of fans and observers have deemed Jimenez ready for the majors right now, but general manager 
Rick Hahn had said for a while that Jimenez would play at the Triple-A level, citing the different way 
pitchers will attack him as a hitter and the oft-discussed boxes that the White Sox need to see every 
prospect check (the reason Kopech is still playing at Triple-A). 
 
Jimenez is the organization’s top-ranked prospect, but the White Sox have created an unbelievable depth 
of highly touted guys and a lot of them were on the move Thursday, too. 
 
Luis Robert, who just recently started his season after recovering from a thumb injury, was moved from 
Class A Kannapolis to Class A Winston-Salem, as Hahn said he would just a little while ago. Robert was 
the victim of overcrowding in the Winston-Salem outfield, a problem somewhat remedied by Thursday’s 
moves. The No. 3 prospect in the White Sox system and the No. 24 prospect in baseball, Robert slashed 
.289/.360/.400 with four RBIs and four stolen bases in just 13 games. 
 
Dylan Cease, acquired with Jimenez in last summer’s crosstown trade with the Cubs, was promoted from 
Class A Winston-Salem to Double-A Birmingham. Cease is the organization’s No. 5 prospect and the No. 
52 prospect in the game. He went 9-2 with a 2.89 ERA and 82 strikeouts in 71.2 innings with Winston-
Salem. 
 
Luis Alexander Basabe was one of the bigger stories of the first half of the minor league season, sticking 
out among a group of highly productive outfielders at Class A Winston-Salem. He was promoted to 
Double-A Birmingham after slashing .266/.370/.502 with nine homers, 12 doubles and five triples to go 
along with 30 RBIs in 58 games. Basabe is ranked the No. 13 prospect in the White Sox organization. 
 
Luis Gonzalez tore it up in the first half at Class A Kannapolis, and last year’s third-round pick was 
promoted to Class A Winston-Salem. Ranked as the No. 18 prospect in the White Sox system, Gonzalez 
slashed .300/.358/.491 with eight homers, 16 doubles, 26 RBIs and seven stolen bases in 55 games. 
 
Ian Hamilton was promoted from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-A Charlotte after posting a pencil-thin 
1.78 ERA in 21 relief appearances. The No. 19 prospect in the White Sox organization racked up 12 
saves in 13 save opportunities with the Barons and allowed just five earned runs in his 25.1 innings. 
Hamilton is a name to watch considering the bullpen of the future is far less defined than the White Sox 
rotation of the future. 
 
Seby Zavala, ranked as the White Sox No. 21 prospect, showed during the first half that his prospect 
ranking should perhaps be much higher. He’s moving from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-A Charlotte 
after slashing .271/.358/.472 with 11 home runs and 31 RBIs in 56 games. 
 
Alex Call, a third-round pick in 2016, was promoted from Class A Winston-Salem to Double-A 
Birmingham. Call slashed .256/.368/.421 with 19 extra-base hits and 28 RBIs in 56 games. 
 



Joel Booker, who famously stole home for a walk-off win earlier this season and also won the South 
Atlantic League All-Star Game MVP award this week, was promoted from Class A Winston-Salem to 
Double-A Birmingham after he slashed .297/.389/.468 21 extra-base hits and 14 stolen bases in 53 
games. 
 
Blake Battenfield, taken in the 17th round of last year’s draft, starred for Class A Kannapolis in the first 
half with a 2.00 ERA in 13 starts. He struck out 69 batters in 67.2 innings and earned a promotion to 
Class A Winston-Salem. 
 
Lincoln Henzman, another 2017 draftee, selected in the fourth round, was also promoted from Class A 
Kannapolis to Class A Winston-Salem. He had a 2.23 ERA and 60 strikeouts in his 13 starts with the 
Intimidators. 

 
Dylan Cease promoted to Double-A as he continues to impress White Sox: 'He's more or less 
forced our hand' 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 
Rick Hahn’s been saying it all year: The good ones have a way of forcing the issue. 
 
Consider Dylan Cease one of the good ones. 
 
The pitcher acquired alongside top-ranked prospect Eloy Jimenez in last summer’s crosstown trade with 
the Cubs was one of the more than a dozen players promoted within the White Sox farm system 
Thursday. He put up stellar numbers during the first half with Class A Winston-Salem and because of it is 
on his way to Double-A Birmingham. 
 
While many rebuild-loving fans could’ve forecasted Jimenez’s rapid journey through the organization, 
Cease’s acceleration is one that even the White Sox are considering a “pleasant surprise.” 
 
“There’s definitely been some pleasant surprises,” Chris Getz, the White Sox director of player 
development, said Thursday. “For one, I think Dylan Cease was a guy, heading into the season, his first 
full year with us, the focus was: every fifth day, a full season’s worth of innings. He’s more or less forced 
our hand. 
 
“He's really come on, he’s pitching with four pitches, four plus pitches, he’s commanding the ball, very 
mature kid. And he’s certainly ready for the next challenge at Double-A.” 
 
Cease turned in a 2.89 ERA in his 13 starts with Winston-Salem, striking out 82 batters in 71.2 innings. 
Considering he made just 25 starts above Rookie ball during his time in the Cubs’ organization, the 
dominance in his first taste of High A is quite the positive for the White Sox. 
 
The team’s starting rotation of the future is a mighty crowded one, with roughly a dozen different guys 
competing for those spots: current big leaguers Carlos Rodon, Reynaldo Lopez and Lucas Giolito; Triple-
A arms Michael Kopech, Carson Fulmer, Jordan Stephens and Spencer Adams; Double-A hurlers Cease, 
Alec Hansen and Dane Dunning; and Class A pitchers Lincoln Henzman and Blake Battenfield, both of 
whom earned their own promotions Thursday. 
 
There’s a lot of time before the White Sox have to settle on which five will make up that future starting 
staff. But Cease could be doing the work of making a name for himself, something that hasn’t been easy 
to do. With all the love he’s getting, he’s still the organization’s fourth-ranked pitching prospect. Heck, 
thanks to Jimenez, he wasn’t the top-ranked guy in his own trade. 
 
But Cease is getting attention now, and if he keeps pitching like this, he could keep forcing the White Sox 
hand. 

 



Michael Kopech hasn't had a good June, but that hasn't changed White Sox optimism regarding 
top pitching prospect 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 
It wasn’t long ago that the question was: “Why isn’t Michael Kopech pitching in the major leagues?” 
 
The question is now firmly: “What’s wrong with Michael Kopech?” 
 
The new script is of course a reflection of how quickly opinions change during a baseball season, when 
“what have you done for me lately?” tends to drive the conversation more than looking at the entire body 
of work. 
 
But the body of work doesn’t look too awesome for the White Sox top-ranked pitching prospect these 
days. He carries a 5.08 ERA through 14 starts with Triple-A Charlotte. But it’s the recent struggles that 
have folks second guessing whether he’s ready for the big leagues. 
 
The month of June hasn’t gone well for Kopech, who has a 9.00 ERA in four starts this month. That 
features two especially ugly outings, when he allowed seven runs in two innings and five runs in three 
outings. But for a guy who’s got blow-em-away stuff, it’s the walks that are of the utmost concern to box-
score readers: He’s got 21 of them in 16 innings over his last four starts. That’s compared to 20 
strikeouts. 
 
More walks than strikeouts is never a good thing, and it’s been a glaring bugaboo for White Sox pitchers 
at the major league level all season. Kopech wasn’t having that problem when this season started out. He 
struck out 68 batters and walked only 25 over his first 10 starts. But things have changed. 
 
With director of player development Chris Getz on the horn Thursday to talk about all of the promotions 
throughout the minor league system, he was asked about Kopech and pointed to Wednesday’s outing, 
which lasted only five innings and featured four more walks. But Kopech only allowed two earned runs, 
and Getz called it a good outing. 
 
“Last night I was really happy with what he was able to do, and that’s really in comparison looking at his 
last probably four outings or so,” Getz said. “He did have a little bit of a hiccup, getting a little erratic. He 
was getting a little quick in his delivery, his lower half wasn’t picking up with his upper half. The command 
of his pitches was not there. 
 
“But last night, although the line is not the best line that we’ve seen of Michael this year, it was still a very 
good outing. He was in the zone, commanding the fastball. His body was under control. He threw some 
good breaking pitches, a couple of good changeups. He was back to being the competitor we are 
accustomed to. We are hoping to build off of this outing. I know he’s feeling good about where he’s at 
from last night and we’ll just kind of go from there.” 
 
It’s important to note, of course, that the White Sox are often looking for things that can’t be read in a box 
score. So when we see a lot of walks or a lot of hits or a small amount of strikeouts, that doesn’t tell the 
whole story nor does it count as everything the decision makers in the organization are looking at. 
 
Still, this is development and growth in action — and perhaps a sign that the White Sox have been right in 
not yet deeming Kopech ready for the majors. Kopech perhaps needs the time at Triple-A to work through 
these issues rather than be thrown into a big league fire. 
 
As for how these struggles will affect his timeline, that remains to be seen. The White Sox aren’t ruling 
anything out, not promising that he’ll be on the South Side before the end of this season but certainly not 
ruling it out either. 
 



“If he builds off of what he did last night, commanding his fastball, his breaking pitches continue to kind of 
define themselves, I think we’ve got a chance to see him,” Getz said. “He’s going to find his way to the big 
leagues. He’s going to be an impact frontline type starter. I’m very confident in that. 
 
“Now just like a lot of great players, sometimes it’s a meandering path. And to say that he’s gone off track 
is not fair because it’s only been a couple of outings. I think he’s in a really good spot. If he builds off of 
this, I don’t think it’s unfair to think he’ll be up here at some point.” 

 
Yolmer Sanchez is the White Sox's prankster, but he's also the 'super-utility guy' of the future 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / June 21, 2018 
 
Yolmer Sanchez knows how to prank people. Even himself. 
 
The White Sox third baseman commands attention when he douses himself with Gatorade to celebrate a 
teammate’s game-winning play. 
 
After his walk-off homer against the Twins in early May, Trayce Thompson was greeted at home plate 
with a Gatorade shower — and the sight of Sanchez dumping a tub on himself. 
 
Sanchez also makes Mickey Mouse ears after a hit. At least one time he wore catcher’s gear while 
stretching before a game, for no apparent reason. Sometimes he will play a card trick where he gets you 
to pick a card off the floor so he can smack you in the head with the rest of the deck. 
 
Manager Rick Renteria called him “prankster-ish.” 
 
When Sanchez, 25, was asked recently what he brings to the field, he deadpanned, “My body.” 
 
Yes, he’s the clubhouse clown, but several current and former Sox players and staff say don’t 
underestimate his value to a team with MLB’s third-worst record — with more than half of the season left. 
 
Matt Davidson said he gets everyone going with “tons of energy.” Adam Engel likened him to a battery 
other players go to get an emotional charge. 
 
Former Sox manager and NBC Sports Chicago analyst Ozzie Guillen called him a “glue” guy. 
 
“It’s good for Renteria to have a kid like him to help the rest of the team … especially the way they play 
right now, everybody could hate each other,” Guillen said. “It’s hard to play the game at that level when 
you’re losing.” 
 
Sanchez is more than a distraction for a languishing team. He’s on pace to establish career highs in hits 
(129), triples (8) and RBI (59) and his versatility positions him to play a subtle but key role in the Sox’s 
rebuild. He’s batting .256 with an OPS of .708. 
 
Sanchez has made most of his starts this season at third base, but Renteria plans to give him some work 
in the outfield to build on his defensive repertoire and keep his bat in the lineup. He has been shagging 
flies during batting practice and working with first-base coach and former outfielder Daryl Boston. 
Renteria didn’t elaborate on Sanchez’s long-term prospects at third, but it would be difficult to keep him 
there given Davidson, minor-leaguer Jake Burger and others may become options in the future. 
 
Guillen said, “I don’t think he’s a third baseman. Defensively, yes, but not the normal third base we 
always see. I think this kid you can play him everywhere every day. … He can be 400, 500 at bats playing 
different positions.” 
 
He compared him to Juan Uribe, who arrived in Chicago in 2004 as a utility man but was the everyday 
shortstop for the 2005 champions. 
 



“I think (Sanchez) sneaked into the lineup. That’s what he did,” Guillen said. 
 
Sanchez said, “I always say I worked so hard to get here I don’t want to miss any second.” 
 
Sanchez has come a long way since he made his major-league debut with the White Sox in July 2014. 
He played a different position then (second base), went by a different name (Carlos) and, as one Sox Hall 
of Famer observed, a one-dimensional game. 
 
“I remember when he came a few years ago he was all glove, no bat,” Frank Thomas said. “He could 
catch everything and he couldn’t hit at all. Now he has learned to hit and you can tell he’s having an effect 
in that clubhouse. The guys love him. He’s infectious and he’s probably that super-utility guy here in the 
near future when it really takes off.” 
 
Sanchez has played second base in previous seasons but played well enough at third to push Davidson 
to DH. 
 
Sanchez won a raise to $2.35 million in arbitration in February as a Super Two, the class of players who 
rack up enough service time between two and three years to be eligible for early arbitration. And he will 
be eligible again this offseason. 
 
Jeff Todd, a columnist with MLBTradeRumors.com, agrees that Sanchez’s appeal to the Sox lies in his 
flexibility and compared him to Phillies second baseman Cesar Hernandez last season. 
 
“(Hernandez is) a guy who has seemed like a trade candidate at times, but was held in part due to his 
flexibility and has turned into an everyday guy as the Phils begin to turn the corner,” Todd said via email. 
“He earned $2.55 million as a Super Two and is earning $5.1 million this year after putting up a 2017 
season that's within reach of Sanchez’s ability.” 
 
Sanchez said he’s focused on helping prepare his team for the day they’re good enough to make the 
playoffs and can seriously think about a World Series run. For now, being energetic and goofing around 
with teammates like Tim Anderson and Yoan Moncada is just a part of who he is. 
 
“I think we’re really young, they have a good personality. They’re really good baseball players. It’s 
awesome to play next to them every day,” Sanchez said about his fellow infielders. 
 
“That trio there, they’re like puppies, they’re very playful,” Renteria said. “If you see them in the infield 
during games, Sanchie’s swatting at Timmy’s glove after a play. … They’re a good group.” 

 
Eloy Jimenez and Dylan Cease lead White Sox minor-league promotions 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / June 21, 2018 
 
Eloy Jimenez moved a step closer Thursday toward making his major-league debut this summer. 
 
The White Sox promoted the slugging outfielder from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-A Charlotte, one of 
16 promotions the team announced. Jimenez led the Barons in batting average (.317) and RBIs (42) on 
the. 
 
“He’s driving the ball to all fields with power,” director of player development Chris Getz said. “The hit tool 
is very good as well. He’s hammering fastballs. Talk about maturity, he’s definitely beyond his years (21) 
in how he handles the game as a whole.” 
 
Getz wants to see how Jimenez hits against more than just fastballs and on the Triple-A level he should 
face more off-speed pitches, secondary pitches early in counts and pitchers who locate more effectively. 
 
So is it just a matter of weeks before he gets the call to the big-league club? 
 



“If he forces our hand, we’re certainly going to have that conversation about him coming to Chicago,” 
Getz said. “But let’s just get him in the (Triple-A) lineup and see what he can do.” 
 
Joining Jimenez and top pitching prospect Michael Kopech in Charlotte will be pitcher Ian Hamilton (1.78 
ERA, 34 strikeouts) and catcher Seby Zavala (.271, 11 home runs). 
 
Hamilton has impressed scouts as a possible setup man or even closer of the future. 
 
“He has the right mentality.” Getz said. “He certainly has the stuff. You’re looking at a mid- to upper-90s 
fastball, a plus slider. Just a bulldog approach. Just a fearless guy.” 
 
Getz added that Zavala’s improved receiving and blocking played a large role in his promotion. “He 
handles a staff like a major-leaguer. He’s major-league ready in that aspect,” he said. 
 
Pitcher Dylan Cease, who like Jimenez was part of the package the Cubs sent to the South Side for Jose 
Quintana last season, moves up from Class A Winston-Salem to Birmingham. He has a 9-2 record with a 
2.89 ERA and 82 strikeouts. 
 
Getz called Cease a surprise among fast movers up the pipeline. 
 
“He’s more or less forced our hand. He’s just really come on,” Getz said. “He’s pitching with … four-plus 
pitching, commanding the ball. Very mature kid and he’s certainly ready for the next challenge.” 
 
Meanwhile, Getz downplayed Kopech’s recent hiccups and their affect on his eventual ascension. 
 
On Wednesday for the Knights, Kopech gave up two earned runs with four walks and six strikeouts in five 
innings. “Last night I was really happy with what he was able to do,” said Getz, who added Kopech had 
been rushing his delivery and not showing command. 
 
“He was in the zone, he was commanding the fastball, his body was under control, he threw some good 
breaking pitches, couple good changeups,” Getz said. “He was back to being the competitor we’re 
accustomed to.” 
 
Among the other players promoted: Triple A — Bernardo Flores, P; Matt Foster, P; Zach Thompson, P; 
Luis Basabe, CF; Joel Booker, LF and Alex Call, LF. Double A— Lincoln Henzman, P; Blake Battenfield, 
P; Tyler Johnson, P; Laz Rivera, SS; Luis González, CF and Luis Robert, CF. 

 
Rain forces White Sox to postpone tonight's home game vs. A's 
By Chicago Tribune Staff / June 21, 2018 
 
The White Sox have called off Thursday night’s home game against the Athletics because of rain. 
 
The game will be made up Friday as part of a straight doubleheader, starting at 3:10 p.m. The second 
game will start 30 minutes after the first game concludes. 
 
Fans with tickets to Friday night’s originally scheduled game can attend both games with their ticket and 
parking pass. Gates will open at 2:10 p.m. and parking lots at 1:10 p.m. Tickets for Thursday’s postponed 
game can be used as gift certificates to future games, the Sox said. Those tickets can’t be used for 
Friday's doubleheader unless they are exchanged at the box office before entry. 
 
James Shields will start Game 1 for the White Sox with Lucas Giolito going in the nightcap. 

 
Column: If anyone actually cared about the White Sox, this would be a big deal 
By Steve Rosenbloom / Chicago Tribune / June 21, 2018 
 



White Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez didn’t have much on the field Wednesday afternoon in Cleveland, 
allowing four earned runs on six hits and four walks with six strikeouts in 4 1/3 innings. 
 
But in the clubhouse after the 12-0 slaughter, the White Sox’s seventh straight loss and eighth in their last 
10, Lopez found a soft target, found a chump, found an easier opponent to run over: 
 
His own team. 
 
“For me, we’re not having these kinds of performances because we’re young,” Lopez said through a team 
interpreter. “For me it’s about intensity, for us to play the way we know we can play the game, to keep 
working and grinding. It’s unacceptable for us to look the way we looked today. Nobody is happy about 
the way we looked today. 
 
“Honestly, we looked like clowns (out) there, starting with me. But I know we can do better. It’s a matter of 
us to keep grinding, improving and working hard.” 
 
“Clowns,’’ he said. Clowns. That’s the player saying it, not some snarky scribe. He included himself. He 
included every teammate. And so, we’ve moved from “Ricky’s boys don’t quit’’ to “Ricky’s boys wear big, 
red noses.’’ 
 
Lopez is expected to be one of the arms at the top of the rotation of whatever this rebuild is going to be. 
But if there’s a reason to doubt the chances of success of this Sox rebuild, then Lopez just delivered it: 
 
Players on a bad team, one of the worst in baseball, don’t seem overly interested in calling upon the 
intensity necessary to make up for the talent shortfall at the major-league level. 
 
Bravo, Reynaldo. 
 
And WT … ? 
 
I appreciate Lopez’s candor. We ask athletes for the truth, and Lopez gave us his. 
 
But what an embarrassing truth. 
 
There’s nothing wrong with losing games if you’re trying, but there’s everything wrong with approaching 
the job in the inexplicably unprofessional manner Lopez seems to be talking about. 
 
If anyone cared about the Sox, this would resonate the way it did when former Bears safety Mike Brown 
said, “It’s like we suck.’’ Or when former Cubs blasting cap Carlos Zambrano said, “We stinks.’’ Bears and 
Cubs fans cared then. But how can Sox fans care now about a roster that sounds like it doesn’t much 
care itself? 
 
There are a few things Javier Baez can’t do on the field, but luckily, Jon Lester can do them. 
 
Joe Maddon said he doesn’t like day-night doubleheaders. OK. Fine. We don’t like your using Justin 
Wilson to close games, so we’re even. 
 
Should the Cubs even need a closer against the Reds? 
 
The Reykjavik Grapevine Twitter account, right now the best thing about the world kickball tournament 
going on in Russia, offers the kind of florid practice update tweet before Friday’s game against Nigeria 
that we should adopt: 
 
“One more day until The Nullification Of Nigeria. After the invasion of #Volgograd, the horde have been 
rampaging in the stadium. The #NGA goal has been replaced twice after shots from Alfreð & Jón Daði 
burst into flame mid-flight and burned it down. #NGAISL #ISL #SmiteTheWorld’’ 



 
Reykjavik Grapevine also is selling “Smite The World’’ T-shirts that are said to be “Certified DragonProof’’ 
and “Raven-delivered worldwide.’’ As the Reykjavik Grapevine tweeted to a new follower: “There are few 
rules to smite club. But if it’s your first time? You have to smite.’’ 
 
On Wednesday in Las Vegas, the NHL staged its annual awards show that honors the best in the game, 
and you know what they say: What happens in Vegas has nothing to do with the Blackhawks. 
 
What’s up, Rick Wrona? 

 
Column: In Stadium, Jerry Reinsdorf building something else for future — to view today 
By Phil Rosenthal / Chicago Tribune / June 21, 2018 
 
Jerry Reinsdorf has built a new Stadium in Chicago. 
 
Its capacity is unknown, even to him. 
 
“The potential is unlimited, I think,” said Reinsdorf, chairman of the Bulls and White Sox. “I don’t know 
how fast it will grow, but I really think we have a great group of partners and there’s so much synergy 
here.” 
 
Stadium is a multi-platform national sports channel. It is 10 months old, employs 120 or so people on 
Chicago’s West Side and is out to reach sports fans however — and wherever — it can. 
 
Stadium already can be found several places online, including watchstadium.com as well as Facebook, 
Twitter and Twitch. Depending on where one lives, it is also available on over-the-air TV and/or cable. In 
some locales, it’s seen at gas pumps, bus stops and in elevators. 
 
The reach of its game coverage and other programming is poised to grow as it aligns with more 
broadcast stations and cuts deals with more online platforms. 
 
It’s a matter of time before Stadium offers audio content via podcasts and/or satellite radio. So coming 
across its live sports, studio shows, interview programs, vintage content or clips at some point is likely; 
many people may already have. 
 
Those who attend a Sox game at Guaranteed Rate Field will find Stadium presenting baseball highlights 
on the video board in center field. 
 
That basketball game in November when Alabama had to finish against Minnesota with only three players 
because of ejections, fouls and an injury? The Crimson Tide’s 89-84 loss to the Gophers was on Stadium. 
 
Stadium carries basketball and football, along with lacrosse, wrestling, hockey, soccer, volleyball, water 
polo and even offbeat stuff such as Ultimate on occasion. It is positioning itself to appeal to the 
underserved with its coverage by making inroads into 21st century media with its multiple platforms and 
potential revenue streams. 
 
“Brooks Boyer, who’s our marketing guy, came to me a few years ago and told me he had this friend, 
Jason Coyle, who had an idea,” Reinsdorf recalled, tracing the roots of Stadium to the launch of Silver 
Chalice, the Sox’s forward-thinking digital media venture. 
 
“The idea was obviously digital sports, that there was nobody in the field. So we got involved and it just 
grew.” 
 
The foundation of Stadium was Silver Chalice’s 2014 launch of 120 Sports, a digital sports media outlet 
headquartered at Oprah Winfrey’s Harpo Studios campus, then Campus Insiders, which mined the 
passion for college athletics. 



 
Folding in Baltimore-based Sinclair Broadcast Group’s American Sports Network, Stadium was born last 
summer. Other partners include Major League Baseball, the NHL and the PGA Tour. 
 
The move of Stadium a few blocks from the Harpo compound to the building on the east end of the new 
United Center atrium came earlier this year. But Stadium already was planted firmly in the nation’s middle 
in contrast to its would-be sports media rivals — Fox Sports 1 based on the West Coast, ESPN in the 
East — and not just geographically. 
 
“We’re trying to counter-program the major networks with news and analysis,” said Coyle, Stadium’s 
CEO. “We feel the other networks are very similar in terms of their look, their approach, their story 
selection. 
 
“We’re actually not big into opinionists and hot takes; we’re going with insiders. We go with information. 
We go with news. We like to go with local sources, put them on camera, hear what’s actually happening. 
… Then if there’s emotion, it’s because it’s actually impacting that market, those teams and people there, 
rather than manufactured outrage from one of the coasts.” 
 
Right now, Stadium is available in some of the Chicago area as a secondary digital TV channel over the 
air via suburban WRJK. But if Sinclair completes its deal for control of Tribune Broadcasting, which 
includes WGN-9 among its assets, Stadium’s local availability is expected to get a major upgrade. 
 
“They’re already the largest owner of TV stations, and not only can they carry our stuff on a linear basis, 
they can promote it,” Reinsdorf said of Sinclair. 
 
Anyone coming to the United Center in recent months for a game or concert or to buy souvenirs may 
have noticed Stadium’s ground-floor studio, which opens out into the atrium with the Michael Jordan 
statue. 
 
“I love being in the center of the national sports scene,” Coyle said. “And we’re the only ones immersed in 
a live venue, where we have actual fans going to and from events, the energy and excitement of people 
coming in and out of the United Center hundreds of times a year.” 
 
Said Reinsdorf: “That location is going to help the programming because the interview potential is terrific. 
We have all these basketball and hockey teams coming through and it’s easy to get guys to just walk 
over, so that helps. We can develop some nice programming that way.” 
 
More than just speak with athletes and to fans, Stadium wants to avail itself of the interactivity many of its 
platforms offer. That makes it possible for viewers to alert the on-site crew to the botched pronunciation of 
a player’s name or have an announcer own his premature dismissal of a losing team just before it rallies. 
 
It also can mean a proud dad serving in the army overseas gaining momentum for 
#interviewcheerleadersidney during a Wyoming-Texas State football telecast on Facebook. The result: 
Stadium’s sideline reporter talked to the man’s daughter during breaks in the action — and the emotion 
welled up. 
 
As it grows accustomed to being a 24/7 outlet, Stadium intends to produce and present occasional 
documentaries. Among them this fall will be “Pooh,” an inside look at the arc of former Bulls star Derrick 
Rose’s career that promises behind-the-scenes video shot over the years by those around him that Rose 
and his agent, B.J. Armstrong, amassed and turned over to producers at the channel. 
 
Without question, the type of content is all important. 
 
What makes Stadium a media player to watch, however, is the many ways it can be seen, from the 
mobile phone in one’s hand to a big-screen plasma at home, with or without ads, with or without running 



fan commentary, live or not. There’s even a premium subscription add-on available through some 
platforms. 
 
“We can go direct to the consumer or we can go through all these other online sites and have all these 
live games,” Reinsdorf said. “So we have content we can shoot through any number of outlets.” 
 
Like Reinsdorf’s Bulls and White Sox, his Stadium is being built for the future. 
 
“I think it’s going to be a powerhouse,” he said. 

 
Chris Getz says Michael Kopech will be ‘impact frontline starter’ for White Sox 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 21, 2018 
 
Michael Kopech was expected to be knocking at the major-league door about now, but the flame-throwing 
right-hander’s recent extended run of wildness has made the White Sox’ top pitching prospect’s expected 
arrival anything but imminent. 
 
“Not unlike a lot of great players, sometimes it’s a meandering path,’’ director of player development Chris 
Getz said. “And to say that he’s gone off track is not fair because it’s only been a couple of outings. I think 
he’s in a really good spot. If he builds off of this, I don’t think it’s unfair to think he’ll be up here at some 
point [this season].’’ 
 
Kopech, 3-5 with a 5.08 ERA, 88 strikeouts and 46 walks in 67⅓ innings in his first season at Class AAA 
Charlotte, has a 6.69 ERA with 37 walks in his last 40⅓ innings covering nine starts. However, he has 
allowed two or fewer earned runs in five of his last seven outings. Against the Columbus Clippers on 
Wednesday, the 22-year-old walked four and struck out six while allowing three runs (two earned) on four 
hits in five innings, which qualified as a gain after he finished with three scoreless innings. 
 
“I was really happy with what he was able to do and that’s really in comparison to probably his last four 
outings or so,’’ Getz said. “He had a little bit of a hiccup, getting a little erratic. He was getting a little quick 
in his delivery, his lower half wasn’t picking up with us upper half. The command of his pitches was not 
there.’’ 
 
In his previous outing against the Norfolk Tides, Kopech had no control, walking eight in three innings, 
hitting two batters and throwing five wild pitches. Of his 86 pitches, 35 were strikes. 
 
“But last night, although the line is not the best line that we’ve seen of Michael this year, it was still a very 
good outing,’’ Getz said. “He was in the zone, commanding the fastball. His body was under control. He 
threw some good breaking pitches and a couple of good changeups. He was back to being the competitor 
we are accustomed to. We are hoping to build off of this outing.’’ 
 
Kopech was acquired with second baseman Yoan Moncada, who is batting .227/.300/.404 with nine 
homers and 14 doubles but a whopping 102 strikeouts in 255 plate appearances and nine errors, in the 
trade for Chris Sale. 
 
The Sox also received outfielder Luis Basabe, a Carolina League all-star promoted to Class AA 
Birmingham on Thursday, and right-hander Victor Diaz, who has not pitched this year due to an injury. 
 
Kopech is the No. 8-ranked prospect in baseball, according to MLB Pipeline. His recent struggles and 
Moncada’s uneven performance in his first full season has generated some angst among those keeping 
score of the Sale trade, but the Sox insist it’s much too soon to declare a winner. 
 
And they’re probably right. 
 
“I think we’ve got a chance to see him [in the majors in 2018],’’ Getz said. “He’s going to find his way to 
the big leagues. He’s going to be an impact frontline type starter.’’ 



 
White Sox promote Eloy Jimenez to Class AAA Charlotte 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 21, 2018 
 
As promised, the White Sox announced promotions of 16 minor-league prospects to higher levels 
Thursday. 

 
Outfielder Eloy Jimenez, the No. 3-ranked prospect in baseball according to MLB Pipeline, whose bat 
appears to be more than major-league ready right now, was promoted to Class AAA Charlotte. Center 
fielder Luis Robert, ranked 24th and looking like the best combination of speed, power and athleticism of 
any prospect in a much-improved farm system, was promoted to high Class A Winston-Salem. 
 
Getting these two, as well as 14 others closer to the major-league roster, is what White Sox fans probably 
needed to hear after Thursday’s game against the Athletics was postponed to Friday as part of a 
doubleheader. 
 
“It’s an exciting time to be part of this organization,’’ director of player development Chris Getz said. 
 
Right-handed closer Ian Hamilton and catcher Seby Zavala also were promoted to Charlotte with 
Jimenez. 
 
Promoted to Class AA Birmingham: Right-hander Dylan Cease; lefty Bernardo Flores; right-handers Matt 
Foster and Zach Thompson; and outfielders Luis Basabe, Joel Booker and Alex Call. 
 
Promoted to Winston-Salem with Robert: Outfielder Luis Gonzalez; right-handers Tyler Johnson, Blake 
Battenfield and Lincoln Henzman; and infielder Laz Rivera. 
 
Jimenez, 21, and Cease, 22 — the No. 52 ranked prospect — were acquired last July 13 with two others 
from the Cubs for left-hander Jose Quintana. 
 
Jimenez batted .317/.368/.556 with 10 home runs, 42 RBI and 15 doubles in 53 games at Birmingham 
after a late start because of a pectoral muscle strain. Cease has performed as well as any Sox pitching 
prospect, going 9-2 with a 2.89 ERA and 82 strikeouts in 71⅔ innings for Winston-Salem. 
 
“Eloy has done nothing but hit with us,’’ Getz said. “He’s driving the ball to all fields with power. The hit 
tool is very good, as well. He’s hammering fastballs. Talking about maturity, he’s definitely beyond his 
years in how he handles the game as a whole. 
 
Certainly when he steps into the box, it seems that you’re looking at a guy that plays in the big leagues 
already, and he’s not. He’s controlling the strike zone, he’s driving the ball, he’s making good decisions. 
We’ll see what he can do up at Charlotte.” 
 
Jimenez is the biggest name of the bunch and the player whose anticipated timeline to the majors has 
generated the most speculation and anticipation. His promotion puts him a step away. 
 
Getz believes Jimenez could excel right now but sees a benefit from facing more experienced, perhaps 
craftier Class AAA pitchers who feature more offspeed stuff than what he saw at the fastball-heavy Class 
AA level. 
 
“So it will be interesting to see how he responds with guys attacking him a little differently,’’ Getz said. 
 
Hamilton, a closer drafted in the 11th round in 2016, had a 1.78 ERA in 21 relief appearances with 12 
saves in Class AA. 
 
Zavala, 24, is ranked behind 22-year-old Zack Collins, the 10th overall pick in 2016 and leading  
candidate as the catcher of the future, but improved defense and a .271/.358/.472 hitting line with 11 



home runs and 31 RBI in 56 games at Birmingham, where he split time behind the plate and as 
designated hitter with Collins, qualified him for the promotion, Getz said. 
 
“He handles a pitching staff like a major leaguer,’’ Getz said. 
 
NOTE: The doubleheader Friday begins at 3:10 p.m. The originally scheduled game will begin at 7:10 or 
30 minutes following the conclusion of Game 1. Fans with tickets for Friday’s originally scheduled game 
can attend both games. 
 
Tickets for Thursday’s postponed game are now gift certificates, which means they can be applied to 
future games. 

 
White Sox, A’s rained out; doubleheader set for Friday 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 21, 2018 
 
The White Sox scheduled game against the Oakland Athletics Thursday night at Guaranteed Rate Field 
has been postponed due to rain. The game will be made up Friday as part of a straight doubleheader 
beginning at 3:10 p.m. CT. 
 
The originally scheduled contest will begin at 7:10 p.m. or 30 minutes following the conclusion of the 
opener (but no sooner than the originally scheduled start time). Fans with tickets to Friday night’s 
originally scheduled game can attend both games with their ticket and parking pass. Gates will open at 
2:10 p.m. and parking lots at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Right-hander James Shields will start Game 1 Friday, with righty Lucas Giolito starting the second game. 
 
From the White Sox: Tickets for Thursday night’s postponed game are now gift certificates. Fans can 
apply the value of those tickets and parking coupons for tickets to any future regular-season White Sox 
home game. All exchanges must be done at the Guaranteed Rate Field box office during regular 
business hours or by mail. 
 
Fans with tickets for tonight’s game cannot use those specific tickets for tomorrow’s doubleheader unless 
they are exchanged at the box office prior to entry. 
 
The first 10,000 fans who enter the ballpark when gates open at 2:10 p.m. will receive the Regional 
Transportation Authority (RTA) “Dump the Pump” T-Shirt for the rescheduled Free T-Shirt Thursday, 
presented by the Transit Agencies. T-Shirts will be distributed during the doubleheader while supplies 
last. 
 
NBC Sports Chicago, WGN Radio AM-720 and Univision Radio WRTO AM-1200 will broadcast both 
games tomorrow. 

 
Chicago White Sox promote several top prospects 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / June 21, 2018 
 
Rain washed out Thursday night's Chicago White Sox game, but it was still a productive day. 
 
"It's an exciting time to be part of this organization," said Chris Getz, the Sox's director of player 
development. 
 
As expected, the Sox announced several minor-league promotions -- 16 in all -- headed by Eloy Jimenez 
moving from Class AA Birmingham to AAA Charlotte. 
 
Jimenez, a 21-year-old outfielder acquired from the Chicago Cubs last July in the Jose Quintana trade, 
was second in the Southern League with a .317 batting average and .925 OPS, tied for second with 42 
RBI and tied for third with 10 home runs. 



 
"Eloy has done nothing but hit with us," Getz said. "He's driving the ball to all fields with power. He's 
hammering fastballs. Talking about maturity, he's definitely beyond his years in how he handles the game 
as a whole. 
 
"Certainly, when he steps into the box it seems that you're looking at a guy that plays in the big leagues 
already, and he's not. He's controlling the strike zone, he's driving the ball, he's making good decisions. 
We'll see what he can do up at Charlotte." 
 
After spending most of his time in left field with Birmingham, Jimenez played right in Thursday night's 
debut with Charlotte. He batted third. 
 
"Double-A, historically, is a fastball-heavy league, certainly the Southern League is," Getz said. "You'll get 
a lot of high starting prospects at that level that are still kind of learning to command their fastball, 
meaning they're using their fastball often. Obviously, he's responded well to that. 
 
"Now at Charlotte, you're going to run into guys that have a little more experience. Some may have 
pitched in the big leagues, some might have been labeled those 4-A types. But what comes with that is 
more off-speed pitches, pitching backwards, being able to locate a little bit more. It will be interesting to 
see how he does respond with guys attacking him a little bit differently." 
 
Catcher/designated hitter Seby Zavala and relief pitcher Ian Hamilton also head to Charlotte from 
Birmingham. 
 
Starting pitcher Dylan Cease, acquired with Jimenez from the Cubs in the Quintana deal, is one of seven 
White Sox prospects promoted from high Class A Winston-Salem to Birmingham. 
 
In 13 starts for Winston-Salem, Cease was 9-2 with a 2.89 ERA. The 22-year-old righty led the Carolina 
League with 82 strikeouts (in 71⅔ innings). 
 
"Heading into the season, his first full year with us, the focus was every fifth day, a full season's worth of 
innings," Getz said. "He's more or less forced our hand. He's really come on. He's pitching with four 
pitches, four-plus pitches. 
 
"He's commanding the ball, a very mature kid. And he's certainly ready for the next challenge at Double-
A." 
 
Outfielders Luis Alexander Basabe, Joel Booker and Alex Call, starter Bernardo Flores and relievers Matt 
Foster and Zach Thompson also were bumped up to Birmingham from Winston-Salem. 
 
Six players were promoted from low A Kannapolis to Winston-Salem, headed by outfielder Luis Robert. 
 
After missing nearly three months with a thumb injury, Robert joined Kannapolis in early June and batted 
.289/.360/.400 with 3 doubles, 1 triple, 4 RBI and 4 stolen bases in 13 games. 
 
Joining Robert in Winston-Salem from Kannapolis are outfielder Luis Gonzalez, shortstop Laz Rivera, 
starters Blake Battenfield and Lincoln Henzman and reliever Tyler Johnson. 

 
Chicago White Sox-Oakland A's game postponed by rain 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / June 21, 2018 
 
The Chicago White Sox's 7:10 p.m. game against the Oakland Athletics Thursday has been postponed by 
rain. 
 
The Sox and A's will make up it up Friday with a straight doubleheader at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
Game 1 is at 3:10 p.m., with Game 2 starting at 7:10 p.m. -- or 30 minutes after the first game. 



 
Fans with tickets to Friday's originally scheduled 7:10 p.m. game can attend both games of the 
doubleheader with their ticket and parking pass. Gates will open at 2:10 p.m. and parking lots at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Tickets for Thursday's postponed game are now gift certificates. Fans can apply the value of those tickets 
and parking coupons for tickets to any future regular-season White Sox home game. 
 
All exchanges must be done at the Guaranteed Rate Field box office during regular business hours, or by 
mail. 
 
Fans with tickets for Friday's 7:10 p.m. game cannot use those specific tickets for the doubleheader 
unless they are exchanged at the box office prior to entry. 
 
The first 10,000 fans who enter the ballpark when gates open at 2:10 p.m. Friday will receive the 
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) "Dump the Pump" T-shirt for the rescheduled Free T-shirt 
Thursday. 

 
Eloy Jiménez called up to…Triple-A, and other White Sox promotions 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / June 21, 2018 
 
With the All-Star breaks wrapping up for every full-season minor league affiliate (save for Triple-A 
Charlotte), new acquisitions from the draft rolling in and the Winston-Salem Dash completing their first-
half division title run, this is a natural point for a wave of minor league promotions, and boy, did the White 
Sox use it as such. 
 
“When you go through the process and then finally decide to move a guy forward, you’re speaking with 
the coaching staff, you’ve got your own personal evaluations, you’ve got other scouts who have gone 
through, we’ve got statistics, we’ve got analytics,” player development director Chris Getz said. “A lot of 
checkpoints that need to be hit, and a lot of them have been hit for a lot of these players. I think it’s 
definitely an exciting time for the organization in being able to move these guys forward.” 
 
Promoted from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-A Charlotte: OF Eloy Jiménez, C Seby Zavala, RHP Ian 
Hamilton 
 
Jimenéz has quietly had a strangely power-starved start to June (.273/.356/.353 in 15 games), lending 
credence to Rick Hahn’s repeated insistence that he would benefit from facing the mature command and 
off-speed arsenals he’ll face at Triple-A. Interestingly, he switched from playing primarily right field to left 
field about a month into the season, but is moving back to right in his first game in Charlotte. Jiménez has 
remained self-critical about his defense. There are also no signs of Leury or Avisaíl García in Charlotte’s 
lineup Thursday. 
 
“Now at Charlotte, you’re going to run into guys that have a little more experience,” Getz said of Jiménez, 
while preaching patience for his new assignment. “Some may have pitched in the big leagues, some 
might have been labeled those AAAA-types but what comes with that is more off-speed pitches, pitching 
backwards, being able to locate a little bit more. It will be interesting to see how he does respond with 
guys attacking him a little bit differently.” 
 
Zavala has a more concrete reason for his power leveling off after his hot start: a wrist injury that put him 
on the disabled list for 10 days in late May. He’s kept getting on base and even trimmed his strikeouts 
since returning (.303/.356/.379, 24.7 percent strikeout rate), and minor league catching coordinator John 
Orton made it clear his defense was putting him in line for a promotion last month. That disparity also 
sounds like the reason Collins will stay in Birmingham for now despite his offensive production. 
 
“He handles a staff, a pitching staff, like a major leaguer,” Getz said of Zavala. “He’s major league ready 
in that aspect. His receiving has continued to improve. His throwing, his arm strength, from a scouting 
perspective is close to a half-grade better. He’s blocking pretty well. You put that on top of the fact that 



he’s performing offensively, he’s driving the ball like he always has, but he uses the whole field, he’s 
getting on base. The defense certainly, you could argue, is driving Seby being moved forward.” 
 
Hamilton has absolutely nuked opposing hitters all season out of the bullpen in his second stint in Double-
A Birmingham, striking out 31.5 percent of batters faced with mid-90s heat and his unique pair of sliders. 
Control is a hurdle for him, but White Sox fans always want to know who is going to help in the bullpen in 
the future, and the former Washington State closer is one of the options. 
 
“You’re looking at a mid-to-upper 90s fastball, a plus slider, a bulldog approach to the whole thing,” Getz 
said. “He’s a fearless guy. He’s been clearly a bright spot for that Birmingham bullpen. He profiles as a 
back-end guy not only for the stuff but also the mentality.” 
 
Promoted from High-A Winston-Salem to Double-A Birmingham: RHP Dylan Cease, LHP Bernardo 
Flores, OF Luis Basabe, OF Joel Booker, OF Alex Call, RHP Zach Thompson, RHP Matt Foster 
 
Given the painfully slow pace at which the Cubs moved him along, his stint with Kannapolis last year 
ending with shoulder stiffness, and command being the lagging element of his profile, Cease seemed like 
someone who might move slower than typical top prospects. But after a half-season of leading the 
Winston-Salem rotation, cutting his walk rate and showing big progress with his changeup, there was no 
reason to have him continue to face overmatched High-A hitters who could never keep up with his stuff 
anyway. Flores doesn’t have the same top-level stuff, but outperformed Cease in innings and ERA, and 
has spent a year in Winston-Salem already after getting promoted from Kannapolis midseason 2017. 
 
“Dylan Cease was a guy, heading into the season, his first full year with us, the focus was: every fifth day, 
a full season’s worth of innings,” Getz said. “He’s more or less forced our hand. He’s really come on, he’s 
pitching with four pitches, four plus pitches, he’s commanding the ball, very mature kid. And he’s certainly 
ready for the next challenge at Double-A.” 
 
The Barons rotation is now pretty stacked with Alec Hansen, Dane Dunning, Cease and Flores. Jordan 
Guerrero has struggled mightily this season, but it’s him or Matt Tomshaw getting starts until Ian Clarkin 
or A.J. Puckett come off the disabled list. 
 
The Dash barely had room for all the outfielders they had in the first half, so with Luis Robert returning to 
full action and Luis González getting a long-deserved promotion, pretty much the whole starting outfield is 
getting promoted. Basabe was repeating the level at Winston-Salem after an injury-plagued 2017 and is 
leading the team in OPS. Booker, a 24-year-old senior sign who needs to stay ahead of a wave of 
younger prospects to carve out his spot, is right behind him. Their promotions aren’t too hard to explain. 
Alex Call is getting on base (.256/.368/.421), but probably isn’t a clear head above Blake Rutherford and 
Micker Adolfo on pure numbers, but is two years older than both and is in the best position to take on a 
challenging assignment to make room. 
 
“With Booker, Call and Basabe moving forward, they’ll get their at-bats in Birmingham,” Getz said. “I don’t 
want to say it’s somewhat of a similar situation but they’ll be able to get more consistent outfield at-bats 
there. And now with Luis Robert, Blake and Luis González, they’ll be getting a lot of reps in the outfield. 
Now again, Micker, he is on track to be able play some outfield here in the near future, so that’ll make 
four outfielders, in which of course we’ll have the capability to use the DH as well.” 
 
Former fourth-round pick Jameson Fisher is also still in Birmingham, but has struggled his way to a 
.232/.322/.369 line with a 32.1 percent strikeout rate. There were notes of progress in May, and with Tito 
Polo on the disabled list and Zavala gone, he can rotate in the outfield and DH, but the crunch for playing 
time isn’t going away. 
 
Foster is a former 20th-round pick out of Alabama, but is putting up nutty strikeout numbers (36.4 
percent). I still remember a scout insisting Thompson’s fastball was nasty due to the angle and movement 
he generates out of his 6-foot-7 frame three years ago, and now, out of the bullpen, he’s finally seeing 
some good results. 



 
Promoted from Low-A Kannapolis to High-A Winston-Salem: RHP Lincoln Henzman, RHP Blake 
Battenfield, RHP Tyler Johnson, SS Laz Rivera, OF Luis González, OF Luis Robert 
 
While Battenfield has emerged out of obscurity after being taken in the third day of the draft and 
revamping his arsenal, Henzman was a fourth-round pick after serving as Louisville’s closer last season. 
His conversion to starting has been going impossibly well, as he walked just eight batters in 72 2/3 
innings. Winston-Salem just lost two starters, so this transition should be pretty smooth. 
 
Robert’s arrival was always intended after a sort of rehab stint in Kannapolis, where he managed to look 
both rusty and more advanced than his competition. González’s production has slackened off a bit of late 
(he’s only hitting .300/.358/.491) but he had the strongest argument that he was being blocked by the 
outfielder glut in Winston-Salem. Now he figures to have his center-field opportunities squeezed by 
Robert. 
 
“He’s kind of a low maintenance type guy,” Getz said of González. “He doesn’t over-think things. He gets 
in the box and he plays. He definitely warranted a promotion. You could argue he deserved to be there [in 
Winston-Salem] right out of the gate. Did not hang his head at all. Just went out there and did what good 
players do, go out there and perform and now he’s in Winston-Salem and hopefully he continues to do 
what he was doing.” 
 
Rivera turns 24 in September and was a 28th-round pick in last year’s draft, but he impressed in 
instructional league with his defense and has impressed even more by hitting .346/.395/.502 in 
Kannapolis. Johnson is another future late-inning reliever to watch after striking out 42.6 of opposing 
hitters in the first half. 
 
Collateral damage: OF Michael Saunders and IF Nick Basto released, RHP Connor Walsh demoted to 
High-A Winston-Salem 
 
Saunders’ stunning fall from being an All-Star in 2016 did not slow during a flier in Charlotte, and the 
Knights are no longer hard up for bodies to put in the outfield. Basto was fifth-round pick in a 2012 draft 
class that has only seen Chris Beck, Micah Johnson and Jason Coats reach the majors. Walsh, 25, was a 
big league camp invitee and still throws hard and misses bats, but his control problems led to him racking 
up a 10.67 ERA in Double-A Birmingham. 

 
What’s behind Michael Kopech’s recent struggles? 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / June 21, 2018 
 
Last season, Michael Kopech entered the Futures Game riding an eight-start stretch in Double-A 
Birmingham that would not be considered among his best. He ran up a 5.50 ERA by walking 30 batters in 
36 innings while opposing hitters managed a .271/.401/.372 line against him. But because he was viewed 
as a live-armed 21-year-old with known control issues handling an aggressive assignment, it probably 
didn’t stir up the panic of his current stretch, as similar as they look. 
 
Over his past nine starts at Triple-A Charlotte, Kopech has a 6.69 ERA and has walked 37 batters in 40 
1/3 innings despite not getting hit harder than last year (.215/.384/.368). Thanks to what he did after the 
Futures Game last year, this year has been a lot more about waiting for him to get his seemingly 
inevitable call-up to Chicago, where he’s expected to immediately upgrade the major league rotation. So, 
it’s been a bit more of a disappointment, and his June 14 performance of eight walks, two hit batters and 
five wild pitches in three innings is as extreme as control problems get at the upper levels in terms of 
single-game results. 
 
As Kopech himself has alluded to on social media, the past month has been trying for his family, and the 
weight of that regularly gets underplayed in assessing player performance. However, just from the look of 
what Kopech is physically doing, league scouts say he’s simply late; his hand separation in his delivery is 
happening late, and by the time his foot strike comes, his arm is still lagging behind. 



 
“He was getting a little quick in his delivery, his lower half wasn’t picking up with his upper half,” player 
development director Chris Getz said Thursday. “The command of his pitches was not there.” 
 
As a result, Kopech’s release point and command have been thrown off, seemingly for a batter or two at a 
time before he locks in again. But between Kopech’s work ethic and demonstrated passion for self-
scouting on video, it figures to straighten out over this season, just as it did last year, and Wednesday 
night (5 IP, 4 H, 3 R, 2 ER, 4 BB, 6 K, HR, 49 of 89 for strikes) was already a small measure of 
improvement from his season low point. Given Kopech’s young age and advanced placement, his 
pitching coach in Charlotte has largely attributed the pitcher’s struggles to “growing pains.” 
 
“I’ve been really positive and really pleased with what he’s done so far — he just turned 22,” Steve 
McCatty said last month. “It’s there. The stuff is there, it’s just a matter of getting out and doing it over and 
over and repeating it and gaining confidence.” 
 
Anyone who has seen Kopech at the height of his powers — which he has shown this season — would 
have to acknowledge the top-of-the-rotation potential he has due to his ideal starter build, his stuff, the 
consistency of his top-shelf velocity, and his exceptional work ethic. He’s still younger than Alec Hansen, 
Dane Dunning, Dylan Cease and even Spencer Adams, while being the farthest along in his development 
of any of the White Sox’s minor league arms. 
 
Yet now that he’s knocking on the door of the majors, and trying to define his major league role as a 
starter and not merely the dominant multi-inning reliever that every scout insists he could be right now, 
more than ever it’s about how often and consistently he looks in sync, not just how great he looks when 
it’s working. His stuff is absolutely electric, he generates a ton of power with his delivery, and his 
command tics up when he’s throwing at max effort. It would be inaccurate to simply call it a violent 
delivery, but it requires so much power that it causes scouts to doubt his ability to repeat it over 30 starts, 
year after year. 
 
Perhaps Kopech is just that rare himself. He certainly shows the potential to be the freak athlete who can 
expand the known boundary for a high-torque delivery that can hold up in the rotation, but he will need to 
rise above the pitfalls of others like him who came before. One scout set a median expectation for his 
career at Atlanta’s Mike Foltynewicz, who is currently enjoying a breakout first half, but only after a few 
rocky years of progress, and still has enough walks in his profile to cast doubt about his long-term future. 
Foltynewicz also has the second-highest average velocity on his fastball of any qualified starter in 
baseball. 
 
Making progress with his changeup is more than just busy work for Kopech, though, even as his curveball 
has shown it can effectively get hitters out in front, and off his fastball. It’s the stabilizing presence that his 
arsenal needs — and had more consistently back in his high school days — to keep him from relying on 
spinning 40 breaking balls per night. He could surely develop some of this in the majors, and has to 
manage his eagerness to perform on that level. But as Kopech has said, he really needs to be 
commanding the fastball to set it up correctly, and until that comes back, his primary goal for 2018 still lies 
ahead of him. 
 
“If he builds off of what he did [Wednesday] night, commanding his fastball, his breaking pitches continue 
to kind of define themselves, I think we’ve got a chance to see him [in the majors],” Getz said. “With that 
being said, listen, he’s going to find his way to the big leagues. He’s going to be an impact frontline type 
starter. I’m very confident in that. 
 
“Now, just like a lot of great players, sometimes it’s a meandering path. And to say that he’s gone off track 
is not fair because it’s only been a couple of outings. I think he’s in a really good spot. If he builds off of 
this, I don’t think it’s unfair to think he’ll be up here at some point.” 

 
 


