
Brantley, Tomlin back for another shot at title 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 3rd, 2017 + 18 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- Michael Brantley and Josh Tomlin broke into the big leagues with the Indians and developed into key members of the team's 
core. Now Major League veterans, they will continue to try to win a World Series with Cleveland for at least one more season. 
 
On Friday, the Indians exercised the team options on Brantley ($12 million) and Tomlin ($3 million), keeping them in the fold for the 2018 
campaign. There are questions surrounding each player's place on the roster, but Indians president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti said 
the decision to pick up the options was easy when weighing all the factors at play. 
"Josh and Michael have been integral parts of our team for the last number of years," Antonetti said on Friday. "And we're excited to be able to 
have both guys back with us in 2018. They'll hopefully help contribute to us winning a World Series." 
Antonetti noted that the Indians have until Monday to decide whether to exercise the $7 million team option for left-handed reliever Boone 
Logan. Monday is also the deadline for making a qualifying offer (one-year, $17.4 million) to any eligible free agents. Among Cleveland's free 
agents, first baseman Carlos Santana seems like the most likely candidate to receive the offer, which could net Draft pick compensation if he 
signs elsewhere. 
The decision to keep Brantley in the fold was not a cut-and-dry one. 
A right ankle injury limited Brantley to 90 games in 2017 and the left fielder has appeared in only 101 games in the past two seasons combined. 
Right shoulder and biceps problems were the culprit in '16. Complicating matters, Brantley underwent surgery on his ailing ankle Oct. 18 and 
the Indians announced that the procedure comes with a four-to-five month timetable for return, Cleveland is clearly banking on a strong 
recovery. 
"There's a high likelihood of success with the surgery that he had performed," Antonetti said. "So, we're very optimistic that Michael will be able 
to contribute for a meaningful part of next year. And, as we've seen, when he's on the field, he's a very productive player, and we think there's a 
good chance that he'll be on the field for the majority of next year." 
Per Fangraphs, Brantley was worth 1.6 WAR in 2017, which the site projected as worth $12.6 million in terms of free-agent dollars. Teams have 
their own internal metrics for projecting the value of 1.0 WAR via free-agent dollars each offseason, and Brantley's $12 million option likely falls 
under most club's current projections. Using that context, it makes sense why the Indians would want to keep him in the fold. 
When healthy, the 30-year-old Brantley has been very productive. In 2014, Brantley finished third in voting for the American League Most 
Valuable Player Award, adding $1 million to the '18 team option. He backed that up with another solid showing in '15 before the right shoulder 
injury surfaced late in the season. In the '15-16 seasons combined, Brantley hit .319 with 35 homers, 90 doubles, 181 RBIs, 162 runs, more 
walks (112) than strikeouts (107) and an .876 OPS. 
This past season, Brantley hit .299 with nine homers, 20 doubles, 52 RBIs and an .801 OPS, and was named to his second career AL All-Star 
team. 
"Going into the season," Antonetti said, "he had some shoulder issues that really didn't affect him a whole lot for the majority of the season. And 
he performed at an exceedingly high level in the first half and earned an All-Star berth based upon that performance." 
Brantley has spent the bulk of his career with Cleveland in left field, but Antonetti was not willing to commit to a position for him Friday. 
Depending on how the rest of the offseason goes -- right fielder Jay Bruce is a free agent, along with Santana -- Brantley might be an option for 
first base or designated hitter. Jason Kipnis (second base or outfield) is also in wait-and-see mode for his place on the field. 
"We have a variety of different ways we can configure our roster," Antonetti said. 
Tomlin, 33, went 10-9 with a 4.98 ERA in 141 innings last season, compiling 109 strikeouts against 14 walks. The righty's 7.8 strikeout-to-walk 
ratio ranked first in the Majors among pitchers with at least 140 innings. Tomlin -- the longest-tenured player in the organization -- projects as a 
fourth or fifth starter. The Indians could also consider the righty for a relief role, depending on how the back end of the rotation shakes out in the 
spring. 
"The decision on Josh was relatively easy," Antonetti said, "in the sense that he brings a lot to the team both on the field in terms of his 
performance, but also what he brings to the clubhouse. And, where his option value was made a lot of sense." 
 
Meisel's Mailbox: The Browns' ‘Tyson Zone' status, the Indians coaching carousel and time travel 
Zack Meisel 
Is there a Browns-related headline that would surprise you, force you to sit down and take a deep breath before you consider its veracity? 
Whether it’s a story about the organization flubbing the paperwork process to complete a lousy trade or a story about the team’s quarterback 
partying in Las Vegas while donning a wig and a fake mustache a few days after being diagnosed with a concussion, the reaction typically 
follows this process: 
“No way.” 
“On second thought, yeah, I believe it.” 
[shaking of the head, like a parent reading over a kid’s substandard report card] 
The Browns have entered what Bill Simmons once dubbed the “Tyson Zone,” in which an athlete or team’s behavior and reputation are such 
that no story or revelation would come as a shock. 
Hue Jackson escapes to cabin in the woods during bye week, doesn’t return 
Jimmy Haslam praises Sashi Brown, front office for passing on now-injured Deshaun Watson 
VH1 to launch reality show, “Puff, Puff, Catch A Pass,” about Josh Gordon’s comeback 
Those fake headlines might be far-fetched, but are they any more outrageous than the Billy Manziel saga or the A.J. McCarron blunder? 
(On a serious note, kudos to Gordon for working to turn his life around.) 
Albert Belle, who destroyed thermostats with his bat, flipped over dinner tables, pegged a photographer in the chest with a baseball, cursed at 
Hannah Storm and attempted to run over egg-heaving trick-or-treaters with his car, certainly earned his way into the Tyson Zone. But this is 
rarified air for a Cleveland team or athlete. 
The Browns are leaving us wondering what could possibly come next. Whatever it is, it won’t be unbelievable. 



For now, enjoy the latest edition of Meisel’s Mailbox. Send in any question or commentary via Twitter (@ZackMeisel) or email 
(zmeisel@theathletic.com). 
What led to the firing of Jason Bere? Pretty rare for this staff to fire someone. — @JL_Baseball 
The Indians’ coaching staff had remained mostly intact since Terry Francona took over the helm after the 2012 season. In the past few weeks, 
it has undergone quite a face-lift. 
Carl Willis has replaced Mickey Callaway, the new Mets manager, as pitching coach. The Indians have started the first wave of interviews for 
the vacant assistant hitting coach position, which previously belonged to Matt Quatraro, the Rays’ new third-base coach. 
That could have been the end of the changes. But the Indians feared they might lose Scott Atchison, so they dismissed Jason Bere — who had 
worked for the organization for the past 12 years — and named Atchison bullpen coach. 
Yes, it’s a bit bizarre, especially considering the timeline Francona revealed on a conference call on Thursday. The manager said they called 
Bere and told him “that we were going to have Scott be bullpen coach and he was not going to be back.” But Francona also said the club 
interviewed Steve Karsay, Ruben Niebla and one external candidate for the job. The timeline seems a bit strange. 
The bottom line is, the Indians like Atchison’s upside and his familiarity with the pitchers and the league. Once they hire an assistant hitting 
coach, they’ll assess whether they need to add a staff assistant to fill Atchison’s old role. 
 
Jason Bere, middle, won't be overseeing the Indians' bullpen any longer. (Joe Camporeale/USA Today Sports) 
When will the spring training schedule be released? — @ROXXFOXXSPORTS 
Look for that later this month. The season begins a bit earlier next year, as the league is inserting extra off-days into the schedule. The Indians 
open the regular season in Seattle on March 29. They’ll report to Goodyear, Arizona, in mid-February. 
If World Series teams did not play during the regular season and they have the same record, how is home-field advantage decided? — 
@jimborchik 
The tiebreaker is division record. After that, it’s intra-league record. After that, a dodgeball match. 
Great Lakes’ Christmas Ale or Thirsty Dogs’ 12 Dogs of Christmas Ale? — @eddiekilroyjr 
I’m a Great Lakes Brewery guy. I count down the days until the Christmas Ale release. And though I hate that it happens so early (Oct. 26 this 
year), I love that it happens so early. 
What do the Indians have to do to get recognized by the national media? — @ChefCodiGOAT 
They earned plenty of attention in September and a few days in October. They seemed to be the trendy World Series pick at the start of the 
postseason, too. 
Las Vegas oddsmakers pegged them as the American League co-favorites for next season, even after the Astros hoisted the hardware on 
Wednesday night. 
Odds to win the 2018 World Series, via the Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook: 
Dodgers: 5-1 
Indians: 6-1 
Astros: 6-1 
Nationals: 7-1 
Yankees: 8-1 
Captain Crunch or Cinnamon Toast Crunch? — @Case4Cleveland 
I consider myself a cereal connoisseur, and Cinnamon Toast Crunch is the best of the best. 
Top 5: 
1. Cinnamon Toast Crunch 
2. Cocoa Krispies 
3. Count Chocula 
4. Captain Crunch Berries 
5. Golden Grahams 
Honorable mention: Honey Smacks, Fruity Pebbles, Frosted Flakes, Special K limited edition Apple Cinnamon 
I ate two bowls of Cocoa Krispies before bed every night during college. That probably wasn’t wise, but I suppose many college kids make 
worse decisions at night. 
Starting outfield next year: Bradley Zimmer and who else? — @bigtomlo 
Michael Brantley and Lonnie Chisenhall? It’s certainly possible both of those answers end up being incorrect. It’s incredible that Zimmer — who 
was promoted to the majors in May because of injuries to Brandon Guyer, Austin Jackson and Abraham Almonte — is the lone certainty in the 
outfield. 
The Indians must decide on Brantley’s $12 million option by Saturday. Chisenhall is eligible for arbitration. 
Who replaces Bryan Shaw’s innings if he isn’t re-signed? — @HitchCJP 
Francona surmised it would take two relievers to replace Shaw’s workload. Nick Goody will likely see an enhanced role next season. Could 
Danny Salazar find his way to the bullpen? And don't forget to include that random, helpful reliever the Indians always find on the waiver wire or 
invite to spring training (Atchison, Jeff Manship, Dan Otero). 
If you could time travel to any place and time in history… when, where and why? — @Brownbags99 
I’d travel back to the evening of Dec. 27, 1964, and tell everyone in the ballroom at the Hotel Sheraton Cleveland to celebrate as if no major 
professional Cleveland sports franchise will win another championship for 52 years. 
I waded through the packed streets of downtown Cleveland after the Cavaliers broke the city’s championship hex and watched strangers high-
five each other at 3 a.m., fans pass grocery carts and flower pots through crowds and people pour victory champagne to the masses from their 
apartment windows above. 
In speaking to some members of the 1964 Browns for past stories, I’ve gathered that the celebration 52 years earlier was just slightly more 
subdued. Little did they know … 



The Indians' decision to retain Michael Brantley pr ompts a $12 million question 
Zack Meisel 38 minutes ago 
The Indians secured the first two pieces of their offseason puzzle, though they don’t provide much clarity about the identity of the remaining 
pieces. 
Their decision to exercise Josh Tomlin’s $3 million option for 2018 needs no explanation. It costs twice as much to corral a pitcher on the free-
agent market who should have retired a few years ago. 
The Indians' choice to commit $12 million to Michael Brantley next year, while equipped with the knowledge that his Opening Day status is in 
jeopardy after ankle surgery, lends itself to a slew of questions and prognostications. 
Here’s the crux of the issue. 
“That’s $12 million that we’re choosing to spend on Michael that we will not be able to spend on other players,” Chris Antonetti said Friday 
afternoon on a conference call. 
Life is all about opportunity cost, and the Indians opted to retain Brantley rather than invest in something else worth $12 million. We'll learn in 
the coming weeks whether that will prevent the team from re-signing Carlos Santana or Jay Bruce. 
They had a sense of security with Brantley, though. Had they let him walk, there’s no guaranteeing that Santana or Bruce would remain in 
Cleveland, even if the Indians had the extra $12 million at their disposal (and, remember, that $12 million is only for the one season). 
Of course, who’s to say the Indians won’t boost their payroll a bit for next year? They did so in 2017 when they handed Edwin Encarnacion a 
$60 million contract and Boone Logan a $6.5 million deal, including a potential $1 million buyout. The Indians have until Monday to exercise or 
decline Logan’s $7 million option for next year. It would be shocking if they did the former. They could also find a taker for Jason Kipnis to ease 
the burden on Paul Dolan's checking account. 
By exercising Brantley’s option, the Indians guaranteed they wouldn’t ultimately wave goodbye to all of their free-agent hitters. They might 
extend Santana a qualifying offer this weekend. Otherwise, they have little leverage with Santana, Bruce or Austin Jackson, other than their 
status as a World Series contender and the players’ familiarity with their clubhouse and personnel. 
But let’s examine the Brantley decision independent of the other guys. 
Brantley underwent ankle surgery Oct. 18. He’s expected to resume full baseball activities four to five months from that date. That would 
suggest he’d get a late start on spring training for the third consecutive year. Will he be ready for Opening Day on March 29? Will he be itching 
to rush back? Will he suffer setbacks and deal with lingering issues stemming from the injury? 
Should the fact that those questions are even on the table have been enough for the Indians to decline Brantley’s option? Or, at least, to 
explore an incentive-laden deal that runs for a year or two? 
“We’re very optimistic that Michael will be able to contribute for a meaningful part of next year,” Antonetti said. “And, as we’ve seen, when he’s 
on the field, he’s a very productive player, and we think there’s a good chance that he’ll be on the field for the majority of next year.” 
The Indians should certainly hope so, given that they likely committed somewhere between one-twelfth and one-tenth of their 2018 payroll to 
Brantley. 
Brantley produced a .299/.357/.444 slash line in 90 games last season. His first-half performance earned him a trip to the All-Star Game. His 
ankle injury, however, cost him nearly the entire second half. In all, Brantley has appeared in 101 of 323 possible regular-season games in the 
past two years. 
If he can play in 125 games and maintain his production at the plate, it’ll be a worthwhile investment. But that’s just considering his lumber. 
What about his glove? Where the heck is Brantley going to play? 
Antonetti wouldn’t commit to a particular position, instead oddly noting that Brantley “has some versatility in the fact that he’s played center field 
in the past, he’s played left field and, going back to his minor-league days, he’s played some first base.” 
It’s been a popular assumption for years that Brantley would eventually transition to first base in the later stages of his career. We can rule out 
center field, given Bradley Zimmer’s existence and Brantley’s limitations, especially coming off ankle surgery. But versatile isn’t really the 
adjective that tends to come to mind when considering Brantley’s defensive capabilities in 2018, after a couple of years of health woes. 
And if first base ends up being his destination, that would seem to eliminate the Indians’ bid for keeping Santana in Cleveland. It’s possible the 
Indians are simply waiting to see how the Santana negotiations unfold before assigning Brantley to a position. 
No matter where he ends up, there’s still room at the moment for either Santana or Bruce on the diamond. Is there room in the budget? That’s 
the $12 million question. 
Photo credit: Bob DeChiara/USA Today Sports 
 
Indians exercise $11.5M option on Michael Brantley,  $3M on Josh Tomlin 
Associated Press 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians are convinced Michael Brantley will be healthy and productive, and they exercised his $11.5 million option for 
2018. 
 
The 30-year-old Brantley hit .299 with nine homers and 52 RBIs in 90 games, his second straight injury-shortened season. He went on the 
disabled list twice and had right ankle surgery on Oct. 18. Brantley was limited to 11 games in 2016 because of a shoulder injury that required 
surgery. 
 
"Going into the season, he had some shoulder issues that really didn't affect him a whole lot for the majority of the season. And he performed at 
an exceedingly high level in the first half and earned an All-Star berth based upon that performance," general manager Chris Antonetti said 
Friday. "And then with his ankle, he did have surgery on it. There's a high likelihood of success with the surgery that he had performed, so we're 
very optimistic that Michael will be able to contribute for a meaningful part of next year. And, as we've seen, when he's on the field, he's a very 
productive player, and we think there's a good chance that he'll be on the field for the majority of next year." 
 



Cleveland also exercised a $3 million option on right-hander Josh Tomlin. The 33-year-old went 10-9 with a 4.98 ERA in 26 starts, including 6-0 
with a 3.11 ERA in his last 10 appearances. 
 
"We go through a pretty extensive process," Antonetti said. "We have a series of meetings with our major league coaching staff. We meet with 
our performance team, strength and conditioning coaches, athletic trainers, medical staff, just to do an end-of-season review. And then, at that 
point we transition to some internal meetings with our front office, our senior evaluators, and work through the information we have to try to do 
the best we can to assess what we think a player might be able to contribute in the future and what value that might mean to us as a team, and 
then how that would compare to expected alternatives. And, in each of these cases, we felt that it made sense to bring both Michael and Josh 
back on their club option values." 
Brantley's option price had escalated from $11 million because of a top-five MVP finish in 2014. If the option had been declined, he would have 
been owed a $1 million buyout. 
 
Tomlin's deal included a $750,000 buyout had the option not been exercised. He will prepare for spring training as a starting pitcher but could 
be shifted to the bullpen. 
 
"The one thing we know about Josh is he's capable of contributing in a variety of roles, and he is the ultimate teammate," Antonetti said. "If we 
need to adjust, and circumstances need to dictate that, we'll have a conversation with Josh and adjust accordingly." 
 
Cleveland has until Monday to exercise a $7 million option on left-hander Boone Logan or pay a $1 million buyout. Logan's first season with the 
Indians was cut short by a torn back muscle in July. 
 
Indians exercise 2018 club options for both Michael  Brantley and Josh Tomlin 

By Ryan Lewis 

Two mainstays in the Indians’ clubhouse will be back for at least one more season, though how they might fit into the construction of the 2018 
roster remains to be seen. 

The Indians on Friday exercised the 2018 club options for both outfielder Michael Brantley and starting pitcher Josh Tomlin, valued at $12 
million and $3 million, respectively. 

Whether Brantley would return to the Indians was one of the main questions heading into the offseason. Brantley underwent surgery to stabilize 
his right ankle on Oct. 18 and had an original timetable of 4-to-5 months for his return. Issues with his right ankle, which led to his missing most 
of the last two months of the season and then to his only seeing 11 at-bats in the American League Division Series, came after two years of 
problems related to his right shoulder and bicep. 

Brantley effectively missed the 2016 season and then had his 2017 season cut short. His status for Opening Day 2018 is still in question. 

Though, when Brantley was healthy this past season, he produced, hitting .299 with nine home runs, 20 doubles, 52 RBI and an .801 OPS in 
90 games en route to earning an All-Star selection. 

The Indians picking up his club option is a gamble on his health, one they felt worth taking considering his status as one of the AL’s better 
hitters when in the lineup. 

“There’s a high likelihood of success with the surgery that he had performed, so we’re very optimistic that Michael will be able to contribute for a 
meaningful part of next year,” said president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti. “And, as we’ve seen, when he’s on the field, he’s a very 
productive player, and we think there’s a good chance that he’ll be on the field for the majority of next year.” 

The first question the Indians had to answer, as it relates to Brantley, was if it was worth it to take that gamble on his health. The second 
question is how he’ll fit onto the 2018 roster. That has yet to be answered. 

Brantley could stay in left field or potentially move to first base, where he has some experience in the minor leagues. That could potentially 
affect how hard the Indians try to retain Carlos Santana, who is a free agent. Aside from Santana and the question of first base, giving Brantley 
his $12 million could also impact Jay Bruce, another impending free agent who can hit the open market. 

Beyond the financial aspect is an issue of roster construction, and it doesn’t just include Santana and how the club handles first base. The 
Indians still have to figure out where Jason Kipnis, if he isn’t traded, will play in 2018. That could include a move to left field, which adds another 
layer of unknown to Brantley’s situation. 

It is still a convoluted situation, but not one the Indians can yet map out with free agency looming. 

“I think first and foremost we just want Michael to get healthy and continue his rehab this offseason and as he gets further in that process, we 
can begin thinking about alternatives and where he may fit best on the team,” Antonetti said. “I think the one thing we know is he’s a really 
productive offensive player when he’s on the field and in the batter’s box and that he’s got some versatility.” 

Antonetti added that Kipnis hasn’t yet been given much direction as to his 2018 position, either. 

“We have a variety of different ways we can configure our roster,” Antonetti said. “Some of that will be dependent upon what other alternatives 
are out there for us to improve our team. I said when we connected at the end of the season, Kip deserves a great deal of credit for the work he 
put in to have that versatility.” 

The decision to pick up Tomlin’s option was likely an easy one, as $3 million for a capable starting pitcher is well below market value. Even with 
Tomlin, the Indians now have options with their rotation thanks to Mike Clevinger’s strong end to the season, so it isn’t yet clear in what 
capacity he’ll pitch next year. 



“I think the one thing we know about Josh is he’s capable of contributing in a variety of roles, and he is the ultimate teammate,” Antonetti said. 
“The only thing he cares about is finding a way to contribute to help the team win the World Series. He’ll go into camp, obviously, as a starting 
pitcher, but if we need to adjust, and circumstances need to dictate that, we’ll have a conversation with Josh and adjust accordingly.” 

The Indians still have one final decision as it relates to club options, that being reliever Boone Logan’s $7 million option for next season. That 
decision might have been muddied by Tyler Olson’s terrific showing in which he didn’t allow a run in 30 appearances, giving the Indians another 
option—one much cheaper than Logan—as a second left-hander to join Andrew Miller. 
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Indians name Scott Atchison bullpen coach: ‘We did not want to lose him’ 

By Ryan Lewis 

The Indians on Thursday announced that Scott Atchison has been hired as the team’s bullpen coach, replacing Jason Bere. 

Atchison spent the last two seasons as the Indians’ major-league advance scout and staff assistant. Before that, he compiled a combined 3.63 
ERA in 2014 and 2015 in the Indians bullpen at the end of a nine-year playing career in the majors. 

Bere acted as the bullpen coach for three seasons. But the Indians saw clubs showing interest in Atchison, who impressed during his first stint 
as a coach. Keeping Atchison in Cleveland became the priority. 

“He was being sought after by a number of teams. We did not want to lose him,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “It really wasn’t what 
happened with Jason. It’s more of what we saw with Scott Atchison. Unfortunately, you can’t have two positions. So we had to tell Jason that 
we were going to have Scott be bullpen coach and he was not going to be back. It was not a fun conversation.” 

Atchison quickly impressed the Indians in his previous role, which had “morphed,” according to Francona, because of his work ethic. 

“The easiest way to say it is you’re believing in people, not necessarily the job title,” Francona said. “I don’t even know what Atch’s title was the 
last two years, but because of his work ethic and diligence and how conscientious he was, it morphed into other things. 

“Atch was so integral in our advance reports and doing a lot of the dirty work, some of the grunt work that nobody wants to do. And he did it 
willingly.” 

Atchison has spent most of the last four seasons as a member of the Indians organization in some capacity. That familiarity was key, just as it 
was in the decision to bring back Carl Willis as the team’s pitching coach in place of Mickey Callaway, now the New York Mets manager. 

“I think Atch is a very good go-between,” Francona said. “He’s been teammates with these guys. He’s also had a couple years where he’s been 
kind of a coach, but a little in between. Now he goes completely into the coaching side, but he still has relationships with these guys. He’s been 
out there with them.” 

According to Francona, the Indians also interviewed Triple-A pitching coach Steve Karsay, pitching coordinator Ruben Niebla and one 
prospective coach from outside the organization. 
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Cleveland Indians' Chris Antonetti rolls the dice o n Michael Brantley's $12 million option for 2018 

By Paul Hoynes,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio - When the Indians held their end-of-the-season press conference in October, it was clear how they felt about Michael 
Brantley and his $12 million option for next season. 

Yes, exercising it was a gamble given the fact that Brantley has played just 101 of a possible 323 regular season games over the last two years 
because of injuries. But it was a gamble, based largely on what it would take to replace him on the free agent market, that they were willing to 
take. 

On Friday afternoon, the Indians announced that they'd exercised the options on Brantley and right-hander Josh Tomlin for 2018. They're not 
expected to exercise the $7 million option on left-hander Boone Logan, but they have until Monday to make that decision. Logan, who has a $1 
million buyout, missed most of the second half with a torn left lat muscle. 

To put more scrutiny on the Brantley decision, he underwent surgery on his right ankle on Oct. 19 and could miss the start of next season. He'll 
need four to five months to recover. The ankle cost him much of the second half and contributed to his 1-for-11 showing in the ALDS against 
the Yankees. 

There is a saying in sports, that the best indicator of future injuries are past injuries. The Indians have files full of the data on Brantley's past 
injuries, but Chris Antonetti, president of baseball operations, seems confident Brantley will be a big contributor to the 2018 Indians. 

"His injuries have been somewhat different issues," said Antonetti. "Going into last season he had some shoulder issues (a carryover from 
2016) that didn't affect him a whole lot for the majority of the season. He played at an exceedingly high level the first half and earned an All-Star 
berth based upon that performance. 

"With his ankle, he did have surgery on it, and there is a high likelihood of success with the surgery he had performed. We are very optimistic 
that Michael will be able to contribute for a meaningful part of next year. 

"As we've seen when he's on the field, he's a very productive player. We think there's a good chance he'll be on the field for a majority of next 
year." 

Brantley hit .299 (101-for-338) with nine homers and 53 RBI in 90 games last year. He played only 22 games after the All-Star break. 

The Indians have six free agents who will hit the open market on Tuesday - first baseman Carlos Santana, outfielder Jay Bruce, right-hander 
Bryan Shaw, outfielder Austin Jackson, right-hander Joe Smith and left-hander Craig Breslow. Asked how Brantley's $12 million option will 



affect the team's spending on free agents, including their own, Antonetti said, "It affects our financial flexibility by about $12 million. I don't want 
to be sarcastic, but it influences it by exactly $12 million. 

"It's $12 million that we're choosing to spend on Michael that we will not be able to spend on other players. That's just reality. It's a dollar 
amount we're allocating and it's the same for Josh Tomlin. We had the choice to spend $3 million on Josh Tomlin that we won't otherwise be 
able to spend on other players." 

The decision to exercise Tomlin's $3 option was a lot less complicated than the Brantley decision. Tomlin, the longest tenured Indian, went 10-9 
with a 4.98 ERA in 26 starts this year. He came out of the bullpen in Game 2 of the ALDS and pitched two scoreless innings in a win over the 
Yankees. 

Tomlin was drafted by the Indians in the 19th round in 2006. He made his big-league debut in 2010 and is 59-48 with a 4.65 ERA in 151 game, 
including 135 starts. 

While Tomlin and Brantley will return to the Indians, there's a chance they could be in different roles. A crowded rotation could force Tomlin into 
the bullpen, while the Indians could move Brantley to first base to try and keep him in one piece. He played first base in the minors with 
Milwaukee. 

"The one thing we know about Josh is he's capable of contributing in a variety of roles," said Antonetti. "He's the ultimate teammate. The only 
thing he cares about is finding a way to contribute to a team winning the World Series. 

"He'll go to spring training as a starting pitcher. If we need to adjust, and circumstances dictate that, we'll have a conversation with Josh and 
adjust accordingly." 

Regarding where Brantley will play in 2018, Antonetti said, "We just want Michael to get healthy. As he gets farther into his rehab, we can begin 
thinking about that. The one thing we know he's a really productive offensive player and that he has some versatility in that he's played center 
field, left field and going back to his minor-league days, he's played some first base." 

Kipnis, Tomlin on Indians' total team effort in Game 2 of ALCS 

Jason Kipnis is another player who could go into spring training without a position. The former All-Star second baseman ended the season in 
center field because of his own injuries, center fielder Bradley Zimmer's broken left hand and Jose Ramirez's excellent play at second base. 

"We have a variety of ways to configure our roster," said Antonetti. "That will be dependent on what alternatives are out there for us to improve 
our team. 

"At the end of the season I said Kip deserves a great deal of credit for the work he put in to have that versatility. I think he showed he's a 
capable outfielder and played center field despite having to do it on an expedited timetable. He jumped right into the fire and did a really good 
job with that." 

On Monday the Indians can make one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offers to their eligible free agents. Santana, unless he reaches a deal with 
the Indians over the weekend, is probably the only candidate for such an offer. He would have until Nov. 13 to accept or reject the offer. If he 
rejects it, he'd have draft pick compensation tied to him. 
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Which MLB free agents could the Cleveland Indians t arget if they take a conservative approach? 

CLEVELAND, Ohio — Major League Baseball’s free agent signing period is only a few days away and it is still unclear how active the 
Cleveland Indians expect to be on the open market. 

Tribe President Chris Antonetti and General Manager Mike Chernoff could have several holes to fill on the major league roster between first 
base, the outfield and the bullpen. It all depends on whether or not Cleveland’s own free agents, including Carlos Santana, Jay Bruce and 
Bryan Shaw, return to the ball club. 

Last year, the Indians made an aggressive play in signing slugger Edwin Encarnacion to a three-year contract. The move paid off as 
Encarnacion hit 38 home runs and drove in 107, helping the Indians to 102 victories. 

Also last year, Tribe executives played it conservative by signing Boone Logan to a one-year deal in the hopes that he would add left-handed 
depth in the bullpen. Logan appeared in 38 games and posted a 4.71 ERA before finishing the year on the disabled list with an arm injury. 

So, free agency is pretty unpredictable. You can make a splash by signing the guy at the top of the market and he might flop, but you can also 
snag a bargain player who helps lead you to the postseason (see Mike Napoli, 2016). 

What players could the Indians target with aggressive moves in free agency this offseason? Will Antonetti and Chernoff instead opt to make 
some more conservative signings and spare the team’s budget? 

This is part one of a three-part series looking at what the Indians might do if they approach free agency in three different ways: conservative, 
aggressive and standing pat. 

First up, here are seven current free agents who could fit for the Indians if their approach is conservative, if the need is there and if the price is 
right. 

Lucas Duda, first base 

Duda turns 32 in February. He joined Tampa Bay in July and has had injury issues the past two seasons. He has plenty of power, belting at 
least 27 home runs in three of the last four seasons. Duda struggles mightily against left-handed pitching (.218/.289/.370 for his career), but 
could platoon with Encarnacion at first if Santana departs. Duda has never signed a multi-year deal. He played last season on a reported $7.2 
million contract that he reached with the Mets in January. 

Carlos Gonzalez 

Carlos Gonzalez, outfield 



Gonzalez, 32, played nine years with the Rockies and made three All-Star teams but earned a reputation for being injury-prone.  He hit 211 
home runs and won three Gold Gloves in Colorado, but last year struggled offensively (.262/.339/.423 in 534 plate appearances). 

Gonzalez has trouble hitting left-handed pitching, but if he is replacing Jay Bruce in right field, it’s pretty much a wash, because Bruce struggles 
against lefties, too. In the last three seasons on the road against right-handed pitching, Gonzalez has hit .271/.338/.454. He’s coming off a 
seven-year, $80 million deal with Colorado and could be a candidate for a one- or two-year deal in the $10-12 million per year range. 

Mitch Moreland 

Mitch Moreland, first base 

Moreland, 32, hit 22 home runs and drove in 79 runs for the Red Sox on a one-year, $5.5 million deal last year. He struggled against left-
handed pitching with a .247/.341/.342 slash line and .684 OPS. Moreland is a finalist for the AL Gold Glove Award at first base, posting a 
defensive WAR that ranks among the top 30 overall in baseball. 

Austin Jackson 

Austin Jackson, outfield 

Jackson, 31, hit .318 with 7 home runs and 35 RBI in 85 games for the Indians in 2017. He stabilized an injury-ravaged Tribe outfield down the 
stretch with an .858 OPS, 4 HR and 3 steals in 185 plate appearances after the All-Star break. He made the club out of spring training on a 
minor-league deal and played for a base salary of $1.5 million last year, with incentives. 
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