
Lindor, Ramirez homers lift Tribe on South Side 
CHICAGO -- Jose Ramirez, as he has all season, delivered in a clutch situation against the White Sox on Thursday at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
Putting the Indians' recent offensive struggles struggles behind him, Ramirez broke a 2-2 tie in the seventh inning by clubbing his 20th home 
run, becoming the fourth player in MLB to reach that milestone as the Indians won, 5-2. 
 
Not only did Ramirez's dinger put him in the 20-homer club alongside Angels outfielder Mike Trout, Red Sox DH J.D. Martinez and A's outfielder 
Khris Davis, it extended his on-base streak to 22 games dating back to May 22. Ramirez had been 0-for-3 with three flyouts before his long ball. 
 
"I'm not a power hitter. I just try to make good swings, and if the ball leaves the park, it leaves the park," Ramirez said through team interpreter 
Will Clements about his first homer since June 5. "I feel good about it, yeah, but I've just gotta keep looking forward to the next day." 
 
"I told [bench coach Brad Mills] and [pitching coach Carl Willis] that he never leaves here without hitting one," manager Terry Francona said. "I 
thought he hit one [out] right-handed, but he just got under it a little bit, but obviously we were scuffling to score runs the last couple days. A big 
hit like that really helps." 
 
The Indians had a rough go of it at the plate in the first three games of the four-game set, going 5-for-32 with runners in scoring position and 
leaving 24 men on base entering Thursday's finale. In those three games, Cleveland scored only seven runs, four of which came in the series-
opening victory on Monday. Wednesday's loss seemed to drive the dagger deeper, as the Indians outhit the Chicago, 14-4, yet lost by a run. 
 
While the offense had struggled throughout this series, Cleveland's starting pitching did not. One night after Trevor Bauer struck out 10-plus 
hitters for the fourth consecutive start, Mike Clevinger kept the rotation on a roll with seven impressive innings. His only mistake came in the 
first inning, when Jose Abreu took him deep on an 0-1 fastball for a two-run homer. 
 
"It was nice when we got that game back tied because the way he threw the ball, you hate to see one pitch [ruin it]," Francona said. "It was a 
nice piece of hitting by Abreu, but Clev threw the ball so well." 
Clevinger finished the afternoon with just the two runs allowed on five hits, while walking one and setting a career high with 11 strikeouts. 
 
"I've been for the past probably two years diving to the plate, and then having my athleticism take over in order to generate velo," Clevinger 
said. "I'm starting to find a way to stay back with my legs a little longer, and you saw the dividends today already, so it's been good." 
 
Francisco Lindor opened the game with a leadoff homer, his 15th of the season to get the Tribe up early. Yan Gomes plated a run on a bases-
loaded walk in the third, and he scored on an error in the eighth. 
 
"Extremely important," Lindor said of the win. "These division games are very important for all of us, and we went down the last two nights. We 
just had to bounce back somehow, some way, and ended up winning today. That way we can now go home with a happy flight and feel 
comfortable with where we are in the season." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Happy anniversary: For Lindor, June 14 is a good day. On this day three years ago, Lindor made his Major League debut in a 1-for-2 pinch-
hitting effort on his way to finishing second in the American League Rookie of the Year Award voting. On Thursday, Lindor led off with a homer, 
sending Chicago starter Carlos Rodon's third pitch into the left-field stands. 
 
"That's one of the reasons I want to lead off, to get the team going," Lindor said. "I try to do my best to score early and give the team the lead. 
Whether it's a home run or a base hit where I end up scoring, it's important. It tells the team that, 'Alright, it's time to go, we've got to win today.'" 
 
The long ball was Lindor's third leadoff homer this season and sixth in his career. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Ramirez reached the milestone of 20 homers in just 257 at-bats this season. Last year, Ramirez did not hit his 20th home run until his 488th at-
bat, which came on Aug. 28, 2017, against the Yankees. 
HE SAID IT 
"I'm not a power hitter, I continue to say I'm not a power hitter. When I try to hit home runs, they don't go out, and I slump. Whenever I stick to 
my game plan, which is line drives, they go out. And that's how I know I'm not a power hitter. And Jose's not a power hitter, either. He learned 
how to hit. He always knew how to hit, but he became better and he's driving the ball. -- Lindor, on whether he thinks teams are still surprised 
that he and Ramirez can hit home runs consistently 
 
UP NEXT 
The Indians return home to start a three-game series with Minnesota, starting Friday at 7:10 p.m. ET at Progressive Field. Corey Kluber (10-2, 
1.99 ERA) takes the hill for the Indians coming off one of his best starts of the year. Kluber threw eight innings of two-run ball in Detroit on 
Sunday to earn his 10th win of the season. He's gone six straight starts (41 1/3 innings) without walking a batter. The Twins will throw out right-
hander Kyle Gibson (1-4, 3.45). 
 
Kipnis among those poised for turnaround 
By Scott Merkin MLB.com @scottmerkin 
It's not how you start, it's how you finish. 
 



That particular philosophy can be applied to a group of players in the American League Central who struggled out of the gate, but have the 
wherewithal and track record to turn things around and help their respective teams in 2018. Some of those accomplished players already have 
begun making that change for the better. 
 
Here's a look at one player on each team within the division looking to make the kind of solid contributions that teams have come to expect from 
them. 
 
Indians: Jason Kipnis  
Despite a sluggish start for Kipnis, things have been looking up for the Indians' second baseman of late. He was moved down in the lineup after 
posting a .171/.259/.250 slash line and striking out 39 times through his first 42 games. However, in his past 80 plate appearances spanning 20 
games since May 19, Kipnis is hitting .256/.307/.415 with 19 punchouts and three homers. 
 
After a 2-for-6 showing against the Astros on May 27, Kipnis said he had been working to make adjustments to his swing. The two-time All-Star 
and eight-year veteran's track record also suggests he's a historically slow starter -- posting a career .221/.294/.334 slash line through 142 
games in March and April. Kipnis, a career .264 hitter overall, also tends to heat up in the warmer months, especially in May, June and July. 
 
As Kipnis' bat continues to heat up, so does the rest of the Tribe's offense, which ranked first in Major League Baseball in May in runs (179), 
hits (287), doubles (68), slugging (.499) and OPS (.848). 
 
Mejia goes yard for Clippers 
By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 
• Back in Triple-A after an uneventful, one-game stint in the big leagues, No. 11 overall prospect Francisco Mejia (Indians' No. 1) connected on 
a solo home run and a double before finishing 3-for-5 with three RBIs in Triple-A Columbus' win over Louisville. The 22-year-old switch-hitter 
has found his groove at the plate after a rocky start to his season, as the multihit performance was Mejia's fifth in his past seven games. 
 
Indians activate Guyer from DL; Melky DFA'd 
CHICAGO -- The Indians' outfield shuffle continued Thursday, as Cleveland activated Brandon Guyer off the disabled list before its finale with 
the White Sox. 
 
Guyer, who sustained a neck strain May 19, was in the starting lineup hitting fifth and in right field. Guyer was originally slated to return 
Monday, but he was delayed after being hit in the hand Sunday in a rehab game. He gives the Indians another bat to face left-handed starters 
like Carlos Rodon, who started for Chicago on Thursday. 
"When we got him in '16, I think he had like a maybe 1.000 OPS against left-handers," manager Terry Francona said. "Kinda went under the 
radar, but that's what he brings. 
 
"What's been a little hard is, because a lot of teams aren't gonna let him hit lefties when we pinch-hit, and he has a tough time against righties, 
but he is a better hitter than what he's shown and we know that. Hopefully, even though he didn't get a bunch of hits on his rehab, hopefully to 
play as much as he did will help him." 
 
Entering Thursday, Guyer was 11-for-48 against southpaws with three home runs, but only 1-for-32 when facing righties. 
 
As a corresponding move, the Indians designated outfielder Melky Cabrera for assignment. Cabrera, who signed a Minor League deal in April 
and was called up May 20, had been hitting .207/.242/.293 in 58 at-bats with five doubles. 
 
Francona said the roster crunch was hard, but the Indians "just didn't see a way we were gonna be able to keep [Cabrera] here." 
 
"We talked about it and we talked about it, we couldn't figure out a way to get around it," Francona said. "I loved having him here, so those 
things happen when you have guys, as many guys go down as we did, you get reinforcements and then when they come back something has 
to give." 
 
When a player's contract is designated for assignment -- often abbreviated "DFA" -- that player is immediately removed from his club's 40-man 
roster, and 25-man roster if he was on that as well. Within seven days of the transaction (it was previously 10 days), the player must either be 
traded, released or placed on irrevocable outright waivers. 
Further complicating matters is the imminent return of Tyler Naquin from a left hamstring strain. The Indians are currently carrying five 
outfielders, and they'll have to make another roster decision soon, likely involving Rajai Davis or Greg Allen. 
 
Naquin was hitting .333/.367/.453 with two home runs over 75 at-bats when he got hurt. 
 
"He could be [activated] as soon as we want," Francona said of Naquin. "By all accounts, like physically, he could come tomorrow if he had to." 
 
Rosenthal: Big shakeup coming for O’s?; Machado’s po ssible suitors; Bryce’s struggles; the Padres’ stro ng Hand 
By Ken Rosenthal Jun 14, 2018  32   
Earlier this season, my reporting indicated Baltimore Orioles manager Buck Showalter would be the survivor, the winner of a power struggle 
with Dan Duquette, the club’s executive vice-president of baseball operations. 
 
Now I’m not sure how either can survive, at least in their present roles. 
 



At 19-48, the Orioles are just one victory ahead of the pace of the 1988 O’s, who began the season by losing their first 21 games and ended it 
by losing a total of 107. 
 
The team’s chain of command remains unclear as owner Peter Angelos’ sons, John and Lou, and vice-president of baseball operations Brady 
Anderson assume greater control. But Showalter — who, like Duquette, is in the final year of his contract — is not secure, according to sources 
with knowledge of the situation. 
 
Showalter and Duquette probably are not in immediate trouble — the elder Angelos historically does not like to dismiss employees before their 
contracts expire. But the most obvious course for the Orioles is to hire a new head of baseball operations, allow him to pick a new manager and 
start over in every phase of the operation. 
 
The Orioles under Angelos — and now his sons — do not always follow the obvious course. As I reported previously, Duquette operates with 
less authority than in the past, and Showalter’s voice no longer resonates as powerfully as it once did in the clubhouse. Yet, Duquette 
seemingly maintains a significant role as the Orioles approach perhaps their most important non-waiver deadline in club history, and Showalter 
proceeds untouched even though his team is 27 games out of first place. The players, according to sources, mostly are just waiting for trades. 
 
The Orioles’ problems are not the fault of any one person. For all their differences, Showalter and Duquette enjoyed an impressive run, helping 
lead the club to the most victories in the American League and three postseason appearances between 2012 and ‘16. But the Orioles lost 87 
games last season. They’re on pace to lose 116 this season. With a number of prominent players set to depart in free agency and little impact 
coming from the farm system, many more losses loom in the years ahead. 
 
Some in the industry believe Showalter, 62, would prefer to move into a front-office role, but would a new head of baseball operations even 
want to retain him? And how would a new head of baseball operations gain autonomy if the Angelos’ sons and Anderson continue to exert 
influence? 
 
Earlier in the season, the most likely scenario appeared to be Showalter remaining as manager and getting more of a say in personnel 
decisions, perhaps even playing a role in the selection of Duquette’s replacement. 
 
At 19-48, all bets are off. 
 
The Manny Market 
 
The Orioles’ Manny Machado wants to remain at shortstop, but a number of clubs interested in trading for him would prefer him at third base, 
where he won Gold Gloves in 2013 and ‘15. 
 
Which raises the question: 
 
How would Machado deal with a return to third in the middle of his free-agent year, particularly if he opposed such a move? Tampering is 
illegal, but any interested team would want to know. 
 
Machado, who turns 26 on July 6, lacks no-trade protection, leaving him powerless to stop the Orioles from taking the best possible offer, 
regardless of the trade partner’s intentions. He would regain control over his defensive position in free agency, but if he ruled out third base 
then, he would limit his options. 
 
Just consider some of the teams that might want Machado at third right now: 
 
*Atlanta Braves. They are ahead of schedule in their rebuilding but unsettled at third — Johan Camargo ideally as a super-utility player and top 
prospect Austin Riley is out with a sprained ligament in his right knee. Then again, given the Braves’ pitching needs and long-term priorities, 
any trade for a third baseman might be for someone who would come at a lower acquisition cost than Machado — say, the Kansas City Royals’ 
Mike Moustakas. 
 
*Los Angeles Angels. Third baseman Zack Cozart’s OPS is .658. Second baseman Ian Kinsler’s is .672. The addition of Machado at third 
would plug one offensive hole, allowing Cozart to take over for Kinsler, who, as a potential free agent, is more expendable. Machado would 
form a wondrous combination on the left side of the infield with shortstop Andrelton Simmons, but let’s not get ahead of ourselves. The Angels’ 
mounting injuries, combined with the Seattle Mariners’ stunning 19-5 surge, leave Los Angeles in a discouraging position, seven games back in 
the race for the second wild card and 7 1/2 back in the AL West. 
 
*Cleveland Indians. The bullpen, next-to-last in the majors in opponents’ OPS, is a greater need. But the acquisition of a third baseman — be it 
Machado, Moustakas or the Toronto Blue Jays’ currently injured Josh Donaldson — would enable the Indians to move José Ramírez from third 
to second, where thanks to Jason Kipnis’ struggles they rank 26th in the majors in OPS. 
 
The Indians’ top two relievers, Cody Allen and Andrew Miller, are potential free agents, as is left fielder Michael Brantley. The team’s window 
isn’t exactly closing, not with five core players — Ramírez, shortstop Francisco Lindor, first-base/DH Edwin Encarnacion and right-handers 
Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco — all under control through at least 2020. But this year marks the 70th anniversary of the Indians’ last World 
Series title. How much longer can they wait? 
 



*Boston Red Sox. Yes, Boston. The Red Sox rank 28th in OPS at third base, and a trade for Machado would be a vintage Dave Dombrowski 
stunner. Would the Sox give up say, five-plus years of third baseman Rafael Devers if the Orioles also included one of their potential free-agent 
relievers, Zach Britton or Brad Brach, and maybe a prospect? 
 
The Sox’s top prospect is third baseman Michael Chavis, who is serving an 80-game suspension after testing positive for a banned substance, 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone (DHMCT). Like Chris Colabello, Daniel Stumpf and others suspended for DHMCT, Chavis denied purposely 
taking any prohibited substance and reacted with shock to his penalty. The Sox, if they traded Devers and lost Machado as a free agent, could 
turn to Chavis at third, or sign another free agent. 
 
The above is not meant to be a complete list of potential suitors for Machado. It does not include the St. Louis Cardinals, who could play 
Machado at short or third. It also does not include teams that might want Machado only at short — the Cubs, Los Angeles Dodgers, Arizona 
Diamondbacks and Philadelphia Phillies, to name a few. 
 
For what it’s worth — and 2 1/2 months of any defensive metric probably is not worth much — Machado ranks last at shortstop in defensive 
runs saved, minimum 250 innings (the Cubs’ Addison Russell ranks first). That poor rating, though, might simply reflect Machado’s re-
adjustment to short, or be the same type of blip as Paul Goldschmidt batting .200 for two nearly months. It’s difficult to imagine Machado is 
suddenly a below-average defender. 
 
And what about Harper? 
 
Yes, Washington Nationals right fielder Bryce Harper is batting only .224, and he went 0-for-4 on Wednesday against the Yankees after getting 
hit on the left big toe the previous night. Still, it’s not as if Harper’s free-agent year is a disaster. He leads the NL with 19 homers and ranks 30th 
in OPS, just behind Paul Goldschmidt and Joey Votto. What’s more, with his underlying numbers suggest he is due to improve. 
 
Fans who are not sabermetrically inclined sometimes grow exasperated with the introduction of new statistics. The metrics, however, just keep 
improving. Weighted on-base average (wOBA) uses linear weights to measure a hitter’s overall offensive contribution per plate appearance. 
Expected weighted on-base average (xwOBA) — a relatively new metric that calculates a hitter’s quality of contact using StatCast readings 
while taking into account his strikeouts and walks — gives perhaps the best available indication of how a hitter or pitcher should be performing. 
 
While Harper’s batting average ranks 134th among hitters with enough plate appearances to qualify for the league leaders, his xwOBA ranks 
14th among those with a minimum of 100 PAs. He definitely has regressed after his scorching start — one scout sees him falling into his old 
habit of pulling off the ball and flying open mechanically. But his batting average is not a true representation of how he is performing. 
 
On the flip side, Chicago White Sox right-hander James Shields has worked at least six innings in 10 straight starts, seemingly raising his trade 
value by producing a 4.09 ERA over that span. Shields, however, ranked 230th in xwOBA among pitchers through Tuesday, indicating that his 
strong recent stretch is not likely to continue. 
 
The White Sox, who acquired Shields from the San Diego Padres on June 4, 2016, are paying him $10 million of the $21 million he is owed this 
season, plus a $2 million buyout, with the Padres obligated for the rest. A team that acquired Shields would inherit the pro-rated portion of that 
$10 million, plus the buyout. 
 
Giving the Padres a hand, one way or another 
 
The Padres’ signing of left-handed reliever Brad Hand to a three-year, $19.75 million extension last off-season was something of a 
masterstroke, increasing his trade value while giving the Padres two additional years of control if they choose to keep him. 
 
Not surprisingly, the Padres already are receiving trade interest in Hand as well as right-handed relievers Craig Stammen and Kirby Yates and 
some of their younger bullpen options, according to major league sources. And not surprisingly, the interest in Hand is taking on a different tone 
than in the past. 
 
Hand, 28, no longer is downgraded as a former waiver claim (the Padres claimed him from the Miami Marlins on April 8, 2016) or failed 
prospect (Baseball America rated him the Marlins’ No. 6 prospect after the 2010 season). Along with Aroldis Chapman, Josh Hader, Sean 
Doolittle and, when healthy, Zach Britton, Hand is firmly entrenched as one of the top left-handed relievers in the game — and his contract is a 
heck of a lot more reasonable than some of the free-agent deals for relievers last off-season. 
 
The Padres have won 16 of their last 25 games and five straight series for the first time since 2010. They’re only four games under .500 and 5 
1/2 games out of first place. General manager A.J. Preller held off on major trades when he seemingly was poised to sell at the 2015 non-
waiver deadline, with sources saying at the time that he believed the team was still in contention. It’s not inconceivable Preller will take the 
same tack again. But like all GMs, he is poised to consider anything and everything, including trading from a surplus in his outfield when Wil 
Myers and Franchy Cordero return from injuries. 
 
Something else to keep in mind: The Padres, thanks in part to the pitcher-friendly tendencies of Petco Park, are adept at creating quality 
relievers. Hand and Yates were waiver claims. Stammen was a minor-league free agent. Rookie right-hander Adam Cimber, who has struck out 
42 and walked six in 34 2/3 innings, was a ninth-round draft pick. 
 
Tucker? No. Raisel? Maybe. Scooter? Sure! 
 



All those teams infatuated with Miami Marlins catcher J.T. Realmuto surely would love a crack at the Cincinnati Reds’ well-regarded Tucker 
Barnhart, who is under contract for $9.75 million from 2019 to ‘21, with a $7.5 million club option for ‘22. 
 
Barnhart, though, would be extremely difficult for the Reds to trade, considering his importance to a rebuilding club trying to develop young 
pitching. Closer Raisel Iglesias, under control through 2020, also holds value for a team trying to protect the few late-inning leads it achieves, 
but moving him would be easier to justify, in part because the performance of most relievers is volatile, in part because the Reds can turn to 
other options. 
 
Second baseman Scooter Gennett, batting .341 with 12 homers and a .928 OPS, figures to be the Reds’ most available player; the team’s top 
prospect, Nick Senzel, would replace him. A couple of problems: Gennett’s xwOBA ranked only 148th in the majors through Tuesday, 
increasing the likelihood of regression, and teams are more apt to trade for position players during the off-season than they are at the deadline. 
 
That said, the Indians, Red Sox and Los Angeles Dodgers are among the contenders getting below-average production at second base. 
Gennett is earning $5.7 million this season, with one year of arbitration remaining before he becomes a free agent. 
 
Stark: The Useless Info Dept., Klubot Edition 
By Jayson Stark 38m ago  4   
A teenager has a wild night in the Bronx!…A guy gets drummed out of town (twice) for hitting a game-winning slam!…Two of baseball’s biggest 
stars get ejected – from games they were already out of! 
 
All of this and more…in this week’s edition of the Useless Information Department. 
 
KLUBOT THE STRIKE MACHINE 
Once upon a time, historians tell us, Corey Kluber walked an actual human being who was holding a bat in his hands. Must have been an 
accident, we’re sure. Or a missed call. But you could look it up. It really did happen. 
 
Almost a month and a half ago. 
 
That was May 8! (Fourth inning. Milwaukee’s Domingo Santana. Full count – of course.) 
 
“But as you know,” former Indians reliever and current Fox Sports Ohio analyst Jensen Lewis told Useless Info this week, “a lot has happened 
since then.” 
 
Yep. That’s a fact. Since Corey Kluber’s last walk… 
 
— There have been an astounding 3,067 walks issued in the big leagues by pitchers not named Corey Kluber. 
 
— And 490 different pitchers not named Corey Kluber have combined to issue those 3,067 walks. 
 
— And 32 of those pitchers have walked at least five hitters in a game. 
 
— Meanwhile, J.D. Martinez has made 14 home run trots. 
 
— Jean Segura has gotten 55 hits. 
 
— The Indians have scored 166 runs and gotten almost 300 hits (296). 
 
— In non-baseball developments, Justify won two legs of the Triple Crown, LeBron James scored 371 points in 11 playoff games and Braden 
Holtby, trusty Capitals goalie, made 301 saves in 12 playoff games. 
 
— The Cubs’ Tyler Chatwood issued 30 walks! 
 
— And Corey Kluber has faced 168 hitters – and walked none of them. 
 
Very cool. And totally amazing. So naturally, nobody can get Kluber to stop talking about it, because … oh, wait. We got mixed up. We mean 
nobody can get him to start talking about it. 
 
“Yeah, he hasn’t changed,” Jensen reported. “He still says about six or seven words a day, although I think he might be up to about 11 now. 
He’s always been the silent assassin, you know.” 
 
Well, the silent assassin is doing stuff that’s pretty astonishing, even for him. So here are a few tidbits you might want to file away on Kluber’s 
five-week boycott of ball four: 
 
CY MADDUX – Even Cy Youngs don’t go out and rip through 168 hitters without a walk every year, friends. In fact, the Elias Sports Bureau tells 
us that only one reigning Cy Young has ever had a longer walk-less streak. 
 
Here’s a shocker alert: It was Greg Maddux (190 in a row) in 1995. Perfect. 
 



“If you put those two guys side by side,” Jensen said, “and you looked just at their two-seam fastballs…that’s what (Kluber’s) two-seamer would 
remind me of. It moves so much like Maddux’s.” 
 
Agreed. But in other news, the LaMarr Hoyt Fan Club would want us to note here that Hoyt also had a 168-hitter no-walk streak for the White 
Sox in 1984, the year after he won the Cy Young. So he and Kluber are tied – for another few hours anyhow. 
 
CY-ONARA, APRIL – We’re not sure what got into Kluber in April. But he somehow issued nine walks in six starts before May. Since he flipped 
that calendar page, though, he’s been Klubot the Strike Machine. 
 
Eight starts…208 hitters…56 strikeouts…and one walk! 
 
According to Elias, no pitcher has had any span of eight starts with that many strikeouts and that few walks since the mound moved to 60 feet, 
6 inches. That was in 1893! 
 
So honestly, if you were going to design an R2D2 pitch-bot built to throw strikes, wouldn’t he look a lot like this? 
 
“I call him Optimus Prime,” Lewis said, of his favorite cinematic robot superhero. “I’d feel bad for the hitters if baseball ever goes to robot 
umpires… if they ever make a robot strike zone, he’s going to exploit it – because he certainly is part robot.” 
 
(The Bob Feller Fan Club may not be aware that Feller – the certified Greatest Indians Pitcher in History – once had an eight-outing stretch in 
May of 1937 in which he issued 37 walks! Whereas Kluber didn’t issue 37 walks all last season. But we digress.) 
 
BACK-TO-BAAAA…AW, NEVER MIND – As we were gearing up to write this ode to Klubot the Strike Machine, we noticed something. Last 
Sunday in St. Louis, Cardinals ace Carlos Martínez walked back-to-back hitters in three different innings – in the same game. 
 
So when, we wondered, was the last time Corey Kluber walked two hitters in a row? Well, we sure hope you care about that, too, because we 
wasted way too many valuable minutes of our theoretically valuable life looking into the answer to that very question. 
 
And the answer is…Kluber hasn’t walked back-to-back hitters since (ready?) Game 4 of the 2016 ALCS (Troy Tulowitzki, Russell Martin). That 
was 49 starts – and 1,156 hitters – ago! 
 
Yep, you read that right. This man has faced more than 1,100 hitters since the last time he walked two of them in a row. And the last time he 
did it, it was the first start on short rest of his career. So it almost doesn’t count (…almost). 
 
“Wow. I’m trying to process that,” Lewis said, after we delivered that tidbit. “I’m glad you told me that while I was sitting down.” 
 
Now logically speaking, this is where we should be jumping in to concede something along the lines of: Sooner or later, we know Kluber is 
eventually going to walk somebody. But hold on. Can we be sure of that? He is, after all, Klubot the Strike Machine. If anyone can go the rest of 
the season and walk zero, why not Corey Kluber? 
 
“Boy, I don’t know about zero,” Jensen Lewis said with a laugh. “But I’ll tell you what. If he does walk zero, you could officially start investigating 
with the people at NASA – to see if he’s from another planet.” 
 
DREAM TEEN OF THE WEEK 
Two months ago, Juan Soto was playing his road games against the Columbia Fireflies and Lexington Legends. This week, he was playing his 
road games at Yankee Stadium. And if you were thinking it must be hard to be a teenager facing the Yankees in New York, well… hahahahaha. 
 
Just so you know, Juan Soto never had a two-homer game in the Sally League. He never had a two-homer game in the Gulf Coast League. He 
never hit two home runs in any road game as a professional baseball player, in any league. 
 
Until he showed up in the Bronx this week. 
 
Then he hit two home runs in one game at Yankee Stadium on Wednesday. At 19 years, 231 days old. Seriously? 
 
We have some thoughts about Juan Soto and his two-home run game. Like these, for instance. 
 
— Most of us refer to the place he hit those home runs as the “new” Yankee Stadium. But this guy is so young, the “new” Yankee Stadium has 
been around for as many seasons of his life (10) as the “old” Yankee Stadium. 
 
— The last teenager to hit two home runs in a game at Yankee Stadium (any of them) was Andruw Jones. That was in Game 1 of the 1996 
World Series. We’re guessing Juan Soto doesn’t remember that game real well – since he was still 735 days away from making his debut. On 
Planet Earth. 
 
— In a couple of months, the Yankees will honor the 20th anniversary of their iconic 1998 championship team. We’re thinking Soto doesn’t 
have a lot of warm, nostalgic feelings about that team, either – since, as the Voice of the Yankees, Michael Kay, pointed out Wednesday, the 
evening’s home run hero was born four days after that team finished off its World Series sweep of the Padres. 
 



—  Besides Jones, just one other player younger than Soto has ever hit two home runs in a game against the Yankees. That would be Ken 
Griffey Jr. Some folks still call him “The Kid.” So how old does it make you feel to know that Soto missed being born for Griffey’s game, too (on 
May 30, 1989) – by a mere 3,435 days? 
 
— Did you know that Albert Pujols, Mike Trout, Adrián Beltré, Nelson Cruz, Justin Upton, Adam Jones, Vladimir Guerrero and Frank Thomas 
(just to drop a few cool names) never hit two home runs in any game they ever played at Yankee Stadium (any of them)? But Juan Soto did – 
four months before he’ll even turn 20. 
 
— In the last 100 years, 173 teenagers not named Soto, Andruw or Griffey have made it to home plate in a game in New York. Exactly two of 
them hit two home runs in a game there – in any park: Mets icon Ed Kranepool at Shea (on Aug. 14, 1964) and White Sox outfielder Brian 
McCall at the old Yankee Stadium (on Sept. 30, 1962). Best we can tell, Juan Soto’s father wasn’t even alive to see either of those two games. 
 
— And did you know there are seven other active players who made their debut in the big leagues as teenagers? But the only two who even hit 
two homers in a season while they were still in their teens were Bryce Harper (19) and Adrián Beltré (7). 
 
— Finally, there’s this classic note from Stats LLC on what transpired Wednesday in the Bronx. Yankees phenom Gleyber Torres is 21 years 
and 6 months old. Juan Soto is 19 years and nearly 8 months old. They each homered in that game – at a combined age of 41 years, 48 days 
old. 
 
— That’s the youngest total age for two opponents who homered in the same game since Egyptian Healey (birthplace: Cairo – Illinois) and 
Mike Tiernan did that in a game between the Indianapolis Hoosiers and the New York Giants on May 19, 1887. Egyptian Healey later got 
traded, by the way – to the Washington Nationals (no relation). 
 
THE RUTHIAN SEASON THAT NEVER WAS 
Only five men have ever hit 60 home runs in a season. You know their names. Ruth. Maris. McGwire. Sosa. Bonds. 
 
J.D. Martinez may never join that group. But he has a definite shot to join another 60-Homer Club that’s kind of cool. We call it … 
 
The 60-Homer Seasons That Never Were. 
 
The reason we can’t officially call them “seasons” – even though they last a full year – is that the time frame in which these men hit 60 homers 
runs from one All-Star break through the next year’s all-star break. There are currently six fabled sluggers in this club. And if J.D. doesn’t join 
them in the next month, we’ll be deeply disappointed. 
 
Since last year’s all-star break, you see, Martinez has bopped 53 home runs – 31 in the second half last season, 22 so far this season. He has 
28 games left until this year’s break. He has thumped 10 homers just in his last 24 games. And he’s rolling. So if all goes well, he’s got this. 
 
But what has he got? Excellent question. If we eliminate the, ahem, usual suspects (Bonds, Sosa and McGwire, who combined to do this seven 
times), just three men in the history of all-star breaks have had one of those 60-Homer Seasons That Never Were. Bet you can’t guess all 
three! 
 
Albert Belle (1995-96): 63 
Ken Griffey Jr. (1996-97): 61 
José Bautista (2010-11): 61 
 
The near-misses — Mickey Mantle, Rocky Colavito, David Ortiz, Miguel Cabrera — might be even more fun than the guys who did it. But as 
magical as those names are, it’s that other group that holds the allure. So for J.D. Martinez, the magic number is seven. We’ll be counting along 
with him at home. 
 
HOW THE RAYS ARE BREAKING PITCHING, PART 498 
 
Just for the record, we’ve got nothing against those Tampa Bay Rays. They’re doing what they have to do to survive the season with the 
collection of pitchers they’ve got. They pose no threat to modern civilization, despite what you might have discerned from, say, Twitter. 
 
But there’s also this: As we’ve mentioned before, they’re breaking pitching. 
 
Or they’re breaking all the pitching stats, anyway. And here’s where that has led them: 
 
THE NO-NO-HITTER WATCH: Their “opener” du jour Tuesday, Ryan Stanek, zipped through a six-up, six-down outing. Then he did what Rays 
“openers” so often do after six hitters. He exited – but not before he became the sixth Rays “starter” to give up no hits in a game this year. And 
that, ladies and gentlemen, is the all-time record for most “starts” in a season with zero hits allowed sort of thing. (The old record, of five, was 
previously shared by Babe Ruth’s 1919 Red Sox and Justin Nicolino’s 2017 Marlins.) 
 
ROMO WASN’T BUILT IN 24 DAYS: Meanwhile, there’s the true star of this roller coaster of a “rotation,” Sergio Romo. You never know where 
you’ll find him these days. First inning? Ninth inning? About six different innings in between? Sounds like an office pool waiting to happen. 
 
In the 3 ½ weeks from May 19 through Tuesday, Romo just spun five “starts” and two saves off his funky statistical assembly line. And here’s 
how rare that is: 



According to Elias, that made him the first pitcher with that many “starts” and that many saves in a span of 24 days since Woodie Fryman also 
had five starts and two saves for the Expos in September of 1976. Bet you never thought you’d see Sergio Romo compared to Woodie Fryman, 
now did you! 
 
That’s all this week from the office of broken pitching stats. 
 
GRAND SLAMMER OF THE WEEK 
 
On our list of the toughest things to say in life, two things stand out (mostly because they make the rest of this note possible). 
 
There is how to say thank you… 
 
And there is how to say goodbye. 
 
Luckily, you don’t have to express your heartfelt appreciation to us for passing along those valuable life lessons. For all the vivid evidence you 
need, just look up Ji-Man Choi, formerly of the Milwaukee Brewers. 
 
Last Saturday, all Choi did for the Brewers was hit a go-ahead pinch grand slam in the sixth inning. What a moment. 
 
Last Sunday, all the Brewers did for him was announce that A) they were sending him to Colorado Springs and then, a few hours later, that B) 
they were trading him to Tampa Bay. 
 
So we know what you’re thinking (and, undoubtedly, what he was thinking): Has anyone ever hit a game-winning pinch slam one day and then 
gotten traded the next? 
 
Not an easy question to answer, frankly. But we still ran that question past the Elias Sports Bureau this week. And they did remarkable work. 
 
Want to take a guess at how many players Elias found since 1900 who have ever hit a pinch slam in their final game for any team? (They left 
score, inning and all other assorted plot lines out of the research.) 
 
Right you are. That would be none. Until Ji-Man Choi came along. So he’s the first player of modern times to be a pinch-hit grand-slamming 
kind of hero one day and a bound-for-some-other-team kind of guy the next day. 
 
So congratulations, Ji-Man. And please enjoy your flight to Durham. 
 
YOUR USELESS INFO OF THE WEEK 
 
— From our Name Game Department: Thanks to the Pawtucket Red Sox for pointing this out. Their starting pitcher last Saturday was Josh 
Smith. Their starting pitcher Sunday was Josh Smith. They are not the same person. But they are the only two Josh Smiths currently pitching in 
professional baseball. Don’t get the scouting reports mixed up! 
 
Here’s to Doug (Kernels) Kern for catching this one: Tuesday in Arizona, Starling Marte (Pirates) had a homer and double. Ketel Marte 
(Diamondbacks) had a triple and single. That does not count as a cycle. But it’s definitely a Marte Party. 
 
And June 7 in Texas, we had a game in which Cole beat Hamels – and also in which Gerrit beat Cole (if you’re into first names). 
 
— Until this week, Madison Bumgarner had never been ejected from a game in 10 big-league seasons. Chris Sale had been ejected from just 
one game (brawl-related) in nine big-league seasons. Then in a span of 48 hours, they both got tossed – from games they were already out of! 
 
Their “mistake?” They reviewed the work of their favorite home-plate umps – a little too loudly, apparently – on their way to the dugout after 
being taken out of those games. And both got the thumb. You can’t make this stuff up. 
 
— Last Friday, Klay Thompson won an NBA title with the Warriors. But did he have a more impactful game that night than his brother? Also on 
Friday, the White Sox won their first 1-0 game at Fenway Park since July 21, 1989. The only run was driven in by … Trayce Thompson. Just 
putting it out there. 
 
STRANGEST BUT TRUEST FEATS OF THE WEEK 
 
— Don’t try this at home, but the Phillies kicked off the ninth inning Tuesday by allowing five straight hits to the Rockies – and yes, they still won 
(5-4). Here’s how tough that is: The Phillies have won 5,642 games since World War 2 – and Elias reports this was the only one in which they 
gave up five straight hits to start the ninth. 
 
— Strangest But Truest Jacob deGrom note of the week, courtesy of ESPN Stats and Info’s Paul Casella. 
 
— Jacob deGrom has the best ERA in the National League (1.55). The Mets are 5-9 when he starts. 
 
Lucas Giolito has the worst ERA in either league (7.09). The White Sox are 5-8 in his starts. 
 



This is pretty much impossible. Don’t you think? 
 
— Another Reason We Make Fun of Wins: Blake Snell just made back-to-back starts for Tampa Bay against the Mariners. We don’t advise 
using “Wins” to measure them. 
 
JUNE 3 – Strikes out first seven hitters he faces. Whiffs 12 in 6 2/3 shutout innings. 
JUNE 9 – Faces 27 hitters, strikes out one. Gives up seven hits and two walks in six innings. 
 
He got a “Win” in one of those starts. Yessir. It was not the first one. Baseball! 
 
— From our friends at @HotStoveStats: Last Sunday, Charlie Morton became the third pitcher in the last 110 years to hit at least four batters 
and walk at least six in the same outing. The others: Steve Sparks (1999) and Tommy Byrne (1950). 
 
You know what else those three had in common? Their teams won all three games. Baseball! 
 
— On the other hand… for the first time in his career, Mike Trout just had back-to-back multi-homer games this week. You know what those two 
games had in common? The Angels lost both of them. Last AL player to pull that off, according to Stats LLC: Gary Geiger, of the 1963 Red 
Sox. 
 
—  White Sox third baseman Matt Davidson on Opening Day in Kansas City: 3 HR 
 
Matt Davidson in 23 home games this year: 1 HR 
 
Baseball! 
 
— And finally, here’s one more from those Strange But True Phillies: You might have thought the first Phillie to get three extra-base hits in a 
game this season would be, oh, Rhys Hoskins, Carlos Santana or Odúbel Herrera. Nope. It was… Jesmuel Valentín. 
 
Who had zero extra-base hits in his big-league career – and then went double, double, homer Wednesday night. 
 
Baseball! 
 
Indians 5, White Sox 2: Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramir ez hit home runs, lead Mike Clevinger, Indians over Chisox 

By Andrew Seligman 

CHICAGO: Francisco Lindor sensed the Indians needed a lift coming off back-to-back losses. 

Nothing like a leadoff homer or a late tiebreaking drive to get the job done. 

Lindor and Jose Ramirez connected, Mike Clevinger struck out 11 in seven innings and the Indians beat the Chicago White Sox 5-2 on 
Thursday afternoon. 

Lindor opened the game against Carlos Rodon with his 15th home run. He also singled and scored in the seventh when Ramirez broke a 2-all 
tie with a two-run drive to right-center against Chris Volstad (1-4) for his 20th homer. 

“That’s one of the reasons I want to lead off — to get the team going, to do my best to score early and give the team the lead,” Lindor said. 
“Whether it’s a home run, a base hit, I ended up scoring in the first inning. It’s important. It tells the team, ‘All right, it’s time to go, we’ve got to 
win today.’ ” 

And this one, he said, was “extremely important.” 

The Indians got another run with two outs in the eighth when reliever Juan Minaya dropped the throw from first baseman Jose Abreu while 
covering the bag on Greg Allen’s grounder. That allowed Yan Gomes to score from second to make it 5-2. 

Clevinger (5-2) gave up two runs and five hits while walking just one batter. 

Cody Allen worked the ninth for his 13th save in 14 chances as the AL Central leaders salvaged a four-game split. 

Abreu went the opposite way with a two-run homer to the right-field bullpen in the first. But Clevinger shut down the White Sox after that, 
beating them for the second time this season. 

“It was a nice piece of hitting by Abreu, but Clev threw the ball so well,” manager Terry Francona said. “He put that behind him, and then he got 
them out the rest of the way.” 

Rodon went five innings in his second start back from shoulder surgery in September, allowing two runs and two hits. The 25-year-old left-
hander walked three, hit two batters and struck out four. 

Manager Rick Renteria said it’s “like a little bit of spring training” for him. But Rodon wouldn’t go there. 

“Nah, I don’t want to make that excuse,” he said. “When you show up at this level, it’s time to compete. Go out there and compete for the team, 
try to win the ballgame.” 

Going deep 

Lindor has three leadoff homers this season and six in his career. And Abreu moved ahead of Jim Thome and into a tie for 12th place with 
Minnie Minoso on the White Sox’s all-time list with 135 homers. 



Trainer’s room 

Indians: The Indians activated outfielder Brandon Guyer (strained neck) from the 10-day disabled list and designated outfielder Melky Cabrera 
for assignment. Guyer was in the lineup for the first time since he collided with a fan while chasing a foul ball at Houston on May 19. As for 
Cabrera, Francona said the team “didn’t see a way we were going to be able to keep” him with Guyer back and outfielder Tyler Naquin 
(strained left hamstring) just about ready to return. 

White Sox: Right-hander Nate Jones (strained muscle in forearm) called it “a relief” tests showed no structural damage in his surgically repaired 
arm. He said he had been “self-treating” himself for a few weeks after experiencing some soreness but realized he needed more help when he 
felt a burning sensation during Tuesday’s win over the Indians. Jones had Tommy John surgery on his pitching elbow last season. He is 2-2 
with a 4.01 ERA and four saves in 27 appearances this year. … Manager Renteria said outfielder Avisail Garcia (strained right hamstring) — on 
a rehab assignment with Triple-A Charlotte — “feels healthy, feels sound.” 
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 Fisher Cats again shut down Akron RubberDucks 

By Cliff Pinckard, cleveland.com cpinckard@cleveland.com 

AKRON, Ohio -- RubberDucks hitters had their bats silenced once again, with Fisher Cats right-hander T.J. Zeuch holding Akron to just two hits 
over eight innings to lead New Hampshire to a 3-0 win Thursday night at Canal Park. 

The two-hitter comes just two games after Akron managed only one hit against four Cats pitchers. 

RubberDucks right-hander Michael Peoples (1-2, 1.11 ERA) gave up one unearned run and two hits over five innings, striking out five. 

Unfortunately, the one run was enough for New Hampshire as the RubberDucks had no answers against Zeuch (5-2, 2.81). 

The Cats scored once in the fifth inning thanks to a throwing error on a ball hit by Harold Ramirez. An errant pickoff throw allowed Ramirez to 
move to second, he advanced to third on a long fly ball, then scored on a single from Gunnar Heidt. 

New Hampshire added two more runs in the eighth off RubberDucks reliever Dominic DeMasi. 

Akron (37-29) is in first place in the Western Division of the Class AA Eastern League. 

Notes: It was only the second start for Peoples since he came off the disabled list because of a fracture in his right foot. Peoples has allowed 
just one unearned run in nine innings of work since his return.  
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Jose Ramirez, Francisco Lindor homer, Mike Clevinger strikes out 11 as Cleveland Indians beat Chicago, 5 -2 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CHICAGO -- Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez became surprise power sources for the Indians last year when they combined to hit 62 home 
runs. 

This year the power is not so surprising, but it is always needed. Just ask Mike Clevinger. 

Lindor started Thursday's game with a leadoff homer and Ramirez broke a 2-2 tie in the seventh inning with a two-run homer as the Indians 
beat the White Sox, 5-2, at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

The two homers made Clevinger a winner for the first time since May 29 when he beat -- drum roll, please -- the White Sox. The Indians came 
out of this four-game series with a split after winning Monday's opener, but losing the next two games. 

Clevinger (5-2, 3.15) allowed two runs, one earned, in seven innings with 11 strikeouts. The 11 strikeouts were a season high and he did it on 
99 pitches. It's the first time Clevinger hasn't thrown 100 or more pitches in a start since April 26 against Seattle. 

"MY first pitch strikes were really high and I tried to stay in attack mode with good intention, but still going for location," said Clevinger. 

Manager Terry Francona said one of the reason Clevinger was so effecient is that he threw first pitch strikes to 23 of the 27 batters he faced. 

"That's off the charts," said Francona. "So guys are hitting in the hole and his stuff is good. That would be the key reason, if you ask me." 

In two starts against the White Sox this season, Clevinger has allowed two earned and struck out 18 in 13 2/3 innings. 

After Lindor's leadoff homer off lefty Carlos Rodon (0-2, 3.60), Jose Abreu answered with a two-run homer in the first to give the White Sox a 2-
1 lead. The first run was unearned because Yolmer Sanchez reached on an error by second baseman Erik Gonzalez to start the game. 

The Indians couldn't do much against Rodon, who was making his second start of the season after undergoing left shoulder surgery in 
September. But what they did was good enough to tie the game. 

They loaded the bases against Rodon in the fourth as Rajai Davis and Edwin Encarnacion walked and Brandon Guyer celebrated his return to 
the active roster by getting hit by a pitch. Guyer led the AL in that painful statistical category in 2015 and 2016. 

Yan Gomes, down in the count 1-2, took three straight balls to draw the third walk of the inning and bring home Davis to make it 2-2. 

"It was nice to see us get that game back tied," said Francona, "because the way Clevinger pitched you'd hate to see one pitch (cost him). But 
once Clev put that behind him, he got them out the rest of the way." 

The Indians didn't score again until the seventh when Ramirez hit homer No. 20 for a 4-2 lead. It came off Chris Volstad after Lindor singled 
and stole second. 

Indians starter Mike Clevinger on Jose Ramirez and Yan Gomes 

Ramirez, who hit 29 homers last year compared to Lindor's 33, didn't hit No. 20 until Aug. 28 on his 490th at-bat. He hit No. 20 on Thursday in 
his 255th at-bat. 

Power wise it has been a dry spell for Lindor and Ramirez. It was Lindor's first homer since May 31 and gave him 15 for the season. It was 
Ramirez's first homer since June 5. 

Ramirez, before the homer, hit fly balls to the warning in center and left field in the first and fifth innings. 

"I told Millsie (bench coach Brad Mills) and Carl (Willis, pitching coach) that he never leaves here without hitting one," said Francona. 

The recalibrated bullpen did a nice job in relief of Clevinger. Neil Ramirez and Oliver Perez pitched the eighth and closer Cody Allen finished 
this seven-game trip with a scoreless ninth for his 13th save. 

Allen needs five more saves to pass Bob Wickman (139) for the franchise record. 

What it means 



The Indians have won 17 of their last 23 games against the White Sox. They lead the season series, 5-2. 

The pitches 

Rodon threw 100 pitches, 59 (59 percent) for strikes. Clevinger threw 99 pitches, 70 (78 percent) for strikes. 

Lead the way 

Lindor opened the game with his third leadoff homer of the season and the sixth of his career. 

Francisco Lindor (23) off LHP Carlos Rodon (3) - 107.2 mph, 21 degrees (412 ft Home Run) 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and White Sox drew 17,183 fans to Guraranteed Rate Field on Thursday afternoon. First pitch was at 2:10 p.m. with a temperature 
of 79 degrees. 
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Cleveland Indians activate Brandon Guyer; Melky Cab rera designated for assignment 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CHICAGO -- The Indians activated outfielder Brandon Guyer for Thursday's game against the Chicago White Sox. 

To make room for him on the 25-man roster, Melky Cabrera was designated for assignment. 

Guyer had been on a rehab assignment at Class AAA Columbus while recovering from a strained neck. The Indians wanted to activate him on 
Monday, but in his last minor league rehab game on Sunday he was hit by a pitch in the left hand. That delayed the move until Thursday. 

The Indians signed Cabrera to a minor league deal in April after he went unsigned as a free agent in the offseason. He joined the Indians on 
May 20 in Houston and hit .207 (12-for-54) with five doubles and 11 RBI. 

Guyer has struggled this season. He's hitting .150 (12-for-80) with three homers and 10 RBI in 33 games. Last year he played only 70 games 
while dealing left wrist injury that required surgery at the end of the season. 

The Indians are carrying five outfielders with Michael Brantley, rookie Greg Allen, Lonnie Chisenhall, Rajai Davis and Guyer. Bradley Zimmer 
and Tyler Naquin, two outfielders that opened the season with the Indians, are in the minors. 

Naquin is on a rehab assignment after straining his left hamstring. Zimmer was optioned to work on his swing, but on Monday he injured his 
right shoulder and will be shut down for five days. 

Allen has options and could have been sent to the minors, but currently the Indians don't have an established every day center fielder. Allen 
has played well defensively in center, but he's in a 1-for-28 slump. 
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Once more from the top: How exactly did the Cleveland  Indians lose when they out-hit the White Sox, 14-4 ? 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CHICAGO -- Let's take this from the top. 

The Indians out-hit the White Sox, 14-4, on Wednesday night and still lost.  Their under-the-radar All-Star candidate, Trevor Bauer, struck out 
12 and still lost. Their best baserunner, Rajai Davis, got so locked in on stealing second base that he didn't score the tying run on a double by 
Yonder Alonso in the eighth inning. 

Yes, they still lost. 

Michael Brantley, with three hits in his first four at-bats, hit into a game-ending double play against Joakim Soria with one out and two on in the 
ninth. Despite out-hitting the White Sox, 14-4, -- yes, you've heard that one before -- the Indians went 2-for-13 with runners in scoring position 
and stranded nine runners. Eight of those stranded runners were on second or third base. 

And who did they lose to by the final score of 3-2? None other than the rebuilding, take-it-down-to-the-concrete-footers Chicago White Sox. The 
White Sox are 24-42 and that's after winning eight of their last 13 games. 

"We got our hits, we just couldn't string enough together," said manager Terry Francona. 

Before Wednesday night, the Indians were 18-7 in games where they had 10 or more hits. Somebody should be able to string something 
together out of 14 hits, especially when the other guys have four. It's not like the ghost of Ravi Shankar was being asked to restring his favorite 
sitar. 

The Indians could learn something from the White Sox. They scored their first two runs on one hit. 

Tim Anderson walked to start the fifth inning. He stole second and continued to third on a throwing error by Roberto Perez. Catchers Yan 
Gomes and Perez have done good work controlling the running game over the last few years, but the opposition seems emboldened this year.  
Gomes has thrown out 23 percent (6-for-28) of the baserunners he's faced. Perez, who has had trouble making the transfer from his glove to 
his throwing hand, is 1-for-14. 

Last year they were a speed trap, Gomes ticketing runners at 40 percent (22-for-55) and Perez at 39.2 percent (11-for-28). 

After Anderson stole second and went to third on Perez's error, Charlie Tilson tripled for the first run. Then Trayce Thompson squeezed home 
Tilson to make it 2-0. 

"Good for them that they tried that," said Bauer, regarding the squeeze. "They executed it well. I threw a good pitch. It was a ball. He put it 
down." 



Don't get the wrong idea. Bauer was not being a gracious loser. He felt he threw a gem and he did, but it contained a flaw. The flaw of defeat. 

Here's how Bauer broke down his start, "Seven and thirds. Twelve punch outs and four hits. I'll take that anytime. . .I missed  a lot of bats, 
limited contact, kept the ball in the yard, not walking many people. It was a great outing." 

Bauer is 5-5 with a 2.69 ERA. Shortstop Francisco Lindor, who had singles in the eighth and ninth innings, said Bauer should be 9-3 or 8-4 with 
the way he's pitched this year. 

"It's very frustrating. Very, very frustrating," said Lindor. "We haven't been able to help Bauer out." 

Nobody asked Bauer, but you can be sure he agrees. 

Here's what drives Bauer. By striking out 12 batters on Wednesday, he became just the third pitcher in franchise history to strikeout 10 or more 
batters in four straight starts. Hall of Fame Bob Feller and two-time Cy Young winner Corey Kluber is the other. 

Asked what he thought about that, Bauer said, "What's the record?" 

In other words come back and ask me how I feel if I get the record. 

The White Sox made it 3-0 in the sixth when Kevan Smith sent a two-out single to right field after Jose Abreu reached on a double. Melky 
Cabrera made a strong throw home, but Perez, behind the plate for the first time since getting hit by a pitch Sunday in Detroit, couldn't get the 
tag down in time. 

"Melky made a great throw, but we didn't get him," said manager Terry Francona. 

The Indians made it 3-2 in the eighth on Edwin Encarnacion's single and a double by Yonder Alonso. After Encarnacion singled home Lindor, 
Davis pinch ran for him. With Alonso at the plate against lefty Jace Fry, Davis broke for second on what he said was a straight steal attempt 
and didn't see Alonso double past first into the right field corner. 

"I was focused on the base (second base)," said Davis. "I heard it, but after that you don't know where it is unless you take a peek in. But if 
you're trying to be safe, you can't be peeking in. You can't get thrown out at the point in the game. I don't want to get thrown out." 

Brantley scored, but Davis had to stop at third. Asked when he realized that the ball was in the right field corner, Davis said, "when it was too 
late." 

Francona said, "Obviously, he scores easy if he sees it. It's the only place where it's probably impossible for him to see. It's all the way over his 
right shoulder." 

Asked if he was frustrated, Davis said, "Well, it's tough to be as sharp as you want to be sharp. The last time you were on the bases was a 
week ago. So it's hard to be sharp. But it is what is and you have to make the best of what you got." 

So once again, how did the Indians lose to the White Sox on Wednesday night when they out hit them, 14-4? 
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Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins series preview, pitching matchups 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CHICAGO - Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the Indians' series against the Twins. 

Where/when: Progressive Field, Friday through Sunday. 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio, WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will carry the series. MLB Network will televise Thursday's game. 

Pitching matchups and starting times: RHP Kyle Gibson (1-4, 3.45) vs. RHP Corey Kluber (10-2, 1.99) Friday at 7:10 p.m.; RHP Fernando 
Romero (3-2, 3.92) vs. RHP Carlos Carrasco (8-4, 3.90) Saturday at 4:10 p.m. and RHP Jake Odorizzi (3-3, 4.19) vs. RHP Adam Plutko (3-1, 
5.09) Sunday at 1:10 p.m. 

Series: The Twins lead the series, 4-2, this year. The Indians lead, 1,141-1,001, overall. 

Hot pitchers: Corey Kluber is 5-1 with a 1.52 ERA in his last 10 starts. He's 3-1 with a 2.04 ERA in his last five starts against the Twins. Overall, 
Kluber has walked one batter in 43 1/3 innings or 168 consecutive batters. 

Hot hitters: Eddie Rosario leads the Twins in batting average, homers, RBI, hits and on base percentage. He's hitting .385 (10-for-26) against 
the Indians with four homers and eight RBI this season. He hit three of those homers on June 3 at Target Field. 

Team updates: The Indians finished a seven-game trip Thursday through Detroit and Chicago with a 4-3 record. The Twins are 7-6 in June, but 
have lost six of their last nine games. 

Disabled list: Twins - CF Bryon Buxton (right big toe), C Juan Castro (right knee), 1B Joe Mauer (cervical strain, concussion-like symptoms), 
RHP Michael Pineda (right elbow) and RHP Ervin Santana (right middle finger) are on the disabled list. Mauer could be activated Friday to face 
the Indians. 

Indians - LHP Andrew Miller (right knee), OF Tyler Naquin (right hamstring), RHP Nick Goody (right elbow), LHP Ryan Merritt (left shoulder), 
RHP Danny Salazar (right shoulder) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are on the disabled list. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer LOADED: 06.15.2018 

Pitching still big for Akron RubberDucks: Cleveland  Indians Minors 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- If you are a fan of pitching, this weekend with the Akron RubberDucks offers a really good chance to get a look at what 
could be the future rotation for the Cleveland Indians. Friday, Saturday and Sunday the first-place Ducks will send, in order, Jake Paulson, 
Sean Brady and Triston McKenzie to the mound against Reading. Here is the rundown: 
 



Jake Paulson: At 26, the 6-7, 220-pound righthander is a late bloomer (27th round, 2014 draft) out of Oakland University in Michigan, but is now 
3-2 on the season with a 2.60 ERA. A craftsman, he has 35 strikeouts vs. 10 walks in 45 innings. Paulson's whiffs are on the uptick, however, 
with 17 in his last four starts. 
 
Sean Brady: At 24 this lefty is the bulldog of the bunch. Brady is one of several Florida high school pitchers drafted (5/2013) by the Indians. In 
12 starts he is sitting at 3-3 with a 3.92 ERA. He has 49 strikeouts in 59.2 innings, but like Paulson has picked up the pace of late with 16 in his 
last 17.2 innings pitched. 
 
Triston McKenzie: McKenzie, 20, is the youngest of the trio but is considered the No. 1 pitching prospect in the organization after being drafted 
in the first round of 2015. After extended spring training with a bruised forearm, McKenzie (1-1, 2.89 ERA) has had just two starts with the 
RubberDucks since June 7. This will be his third. But he already his nine strikeouts in 9.1 innings pitched vs. just three walks. 
 
He's the man: Outfielder Andrew Calica (11/2016) was recently named Eastern League Player of the Week and has yet to cool down. The 
product of UC Santa Barbara is on a 10-game roll, hitting .294 with a pair of homers. He also has had 10 hits and nine walks in that span. 
 
Tyler Friis sizzles for Lake County Captains: Cleve land Indians Minors 
By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Perhaps no player for the Lake County Captains has been as productive at the plate this season as Tyler Friis. 
 
Friis, a late-round (21st round, 2017) pick by the Cleveland Indians from Indiana State, is hitting .291 in his first season with the Captains with 
10 doubles, a triple and two homers. 
 
In one 19-game stretch into this week, he was hitting .358 with a homer, four doubles and seven RBI. 
Don't leave early: The Captains know how to make an exit, particularly at home, as they have won eight games in walk-off fashion this season 
at Classic Park. It began on opening day and continued through Thursday night with No. 8. The Captains have won two games on walk-off 
homers and two games on walk-off passed balls. The Captains had only one walk-off  victory in all of the 2017 season. 
 
The man to watch in late-game situations is Todd Isaacs. He has had a part in four of the eight. He scored the game-winning run twice and 
produced walk-off singles twice. Last season, Isaacs delivered the Captains' only walk-off win with a home run to clinch victory No. 1,000 in 
team history. 
 
Players of note: Undrafted Dominican free agent Oscar Gonzalez, 20, had his 11-game hitting streak come to an end, but over his last 10 
games he's still hitting .304 with five multi-hit games including three homers and 11 RBI. ... Nolan Jones (2/2016) had a six-game hitting streak 
end this week, but is still hot over the last 10 games, hitting .297 with 10 walks. ... Dominican free agent (2013) catcher Jose Vincente is really 
starting to flex of late. In his last 10 games he has hit four homers and four doubles with nine RBI. 
 
Derby bound: Will Benson, one of three Captains players named to the Midwest League All-Star game in Lansing, Michigan, will participate in 
this year's Midwest League Home Run Derby on June 19. Benson is tied with Cedar Rapids' Alex Kirilloff and Lansing's Brock Lundquist for the 
Midwest League lead in homers with 11. Joining him on the All-Star team will be LHP Kyle Nelson and RHP Tommy DeJuneas. However, 
DeJuneas will not participate due to injury. 
 
Three Lynchburg Hillcats make All-Star Game: Clevelan d Indians minors 
By Branson Wright, The Plain Dealer 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Three Cleveland Indians prospects will represent the Lynchburg Hillcats in the Advanced-A Carolina League All-Star 
Classic on June 19 at Five County Stadium in North Carolina. 
 
The game will be broadcast on the TuneIn Radio app and on MiLB.TV. 
Hillcats outfielder Conner Capel and pitchers Sam Hentges and Dalbert Siri will play for the Northern Division's All-Star team. Capel and 
Hentges pick up the first mid-season All-Star selections of their careers, while Siri is an All-Star for the second time. 
 
Capel, 21, is sixth in the league with a .381 on-base percentage. He leads the Hillcats with 28 RBI, nine stolen bases, and is tied for the team 
lead with four home runs. His .814 OPS ranks second-best in the entire Cleveland farm system. A fifth-round draft pick by the Indians in 2016 
out of high school, Capel is ranked by Baseball America as the Indians' 12th-best prospect.  
 
Hentges, a left-hander, is 3-5 with a 3.95 ERA in 11 starts. He leads the team with 55 strikeouts and had a season-high 10 in a start against 
Frederick in April. Hentges was a fourth-round pick of the Indians in 2014. The 21-year-old is ranked as the Indians' 17th-best prospect by 
Baseball America.   
Siri, signed as a free agent out of the Dominican Republic in 2014, has gone 1-2 with a 2.29 ERA in 16 games. Siri, 22,  also has two saves 
and has 28 strikeouts in 19.2 innings. Dating back to April 25, Siri has allowed just two earned runs over 14 innings for a 1.29 ERA. Siri 
represented the Lake County Captains in the Class A Midwest League All-Star game last year. 
 
Lynchburg's coaching staff will lead the Northern Division after the Hillcats won the North Championship in 2017.  
The Hillcats dropped the series-opener against the Salem Red Sox on Thursday, losing 6-1, and came within one strike of being no-hit. Luke 
Wakamatsu knocked a two-out single in the ninth for the Hillcats only hit.  
 
The loss was the Hillcats (27-37) seventh straight. 
 
  



Cleveland Indians' Ramirez, Lindor deny they're home- run hitters, but they're ahead of last year's pace 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CHICAGO -- Jose Ramirez and Francisco Lindor have the line down perfectly. They must rehearse it, like an infield shift or a hit and run. 
 
One, two, three "we're not home run hitters,' they say. 
 
They may not look like home run hitters, but they sure do keep hitting them. Lindor started Thursday's 5-2 win over the White Sox with a 412-
foot homer into the left field bleachers on Carlos Rodon's third pitch of the game. Ramirez, with two out, Lindor on second and the score tied, 2-
2, in the seventh inning, homered over the center field fence. 
 
Ramirez already has 20 homers, Lindor 15. Last year they combined to hit 62 homers - 33 by Lindor, 29 by Ramirez. So the secret is out, but 
Ramirez and Lindor still haven't confessed. 
 
They keep denying the fact that a lot of baseballs leave the park when they swing the bat. Well, they can say whatever they want, but the stats 
tell a different story. 
 
Ramirez didn't hit his 20th homer last year until Aug. 28 against the Yankees on his 490th at-bat. On Thursday, he hit No. 20, a number that 
used to the measuring stick for the brothers of the long ball, on his 255th at-bat 
 
 
Last year Lindor hit his 15th homer on July 22. It was a walk-off shot against the Blue Jays and came on his 381st at-bat. The Tribe's shortstop 
started Thursday's game with No. 15 on his 269th at-bat. 
 
Ramirez is tied for third in the AL home-run race with Oakland's Khris Davis. Mike Trout and J.D. Martinez are tied for first with 23. Ramirez, at 
the moment, has hit more homers than Mookie Betts, Bryce Harper, Manny Machado, Giancarlo Stanton and Aaron Judge. 
Asked about the importance of hitting 20 homers so early in the season, Ramirez, through team interpreter Will Clements, said, "I feel good 
about it, yes, but I'm just playing baseball. There's still a lot of baseball to play." 
 
Ramirez's seventh-inning homer was his first since June 3, but he was not concerned that his power had deserted him. He's not a power hitter, 
after all. 
 
"There's no reason for me to worry about that," said Ramirez. "I'm not a power hitter. I just try to take good swings. If the ball leaves the park, it 
leaves the park." 
 
Lindor and Ramirez are switch-hitters. Lindor, 24, has hit four homers right-handed and 11 left-handed. Ramirez, 25, has hit 17 homers left 
handed and three right-handed. 
This season Lindor has hit three leadoff homers to give him six for his career. 
"That's one of the reasons I wanted to leadoff," said Lindor. "To get the team going. To do my best to score early and give the team the lead. 
Whether it's a home run, a base hit and I end up scoring, it's important. It tells the team, 'All right it's time to go. We have to win today.'" 
 
Last year Ramirez was the AL's starting third baseman at the All-Star Game. When the first round of All-Star voting was released last week, 
Ramirez was once again leading the vote getter at third base. 
 
"I feel really happy about it," he said. "First, I want to thank everyone who is helping me by giving me votes. I hope things keep going that way. 
I'd love to go to the All-Star Game." 
 
As for anyone still surprised at the power being generated by the left side of the Indians' infield, Lindor said, "If they're surprised, I don't care. 
I'm going to do me. I'm going to continue to work as hard as I can to drive baseballs. 
 
"I'm not a power hitter. I continue to say I'm not a power hitter. When I try to hit home runs, they don't go out and I slump. When I stick to my 
game plan, which is line drives, they go out. That's how I know I'm not a power hitter. 
"Josie isn't a power hitter either. He always knew how to hit, but he became better and he's driving the ball." 
 
Yeah, we've heard it all before. 
 
Captains complete sweep of Lugnuts with walkoff vict ory 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
Lake County second baseman Jesse “J.J.” Berardi ran but could not hide after his RBI single in the bottom of the 10th inning propelled the 
Captains to a 4-3 victory over the Lansing (Mich.) Lugnuts on June 14 at Classic Park. 
 
Berardi came to the plate with one out in the bottom of the 10th and teammate Jose Medina stationed at third base after moving over from 
second base on a sacrifice bunt by Ulysses Cantu. 
 
Medina started the inning at second base because of the new format in the minor leagues that puts a runner at second base to start every 
frame in extra innings. 
 
 



Berardi timed up a fastball from Lansing reliever Claudio Custodio and lined it to center field to cement the Captains’ second walkoff win in 
three games and eighth of the soon-to-end first half of the Midwest League season. 
 
As has become the custom at all levels of professional baseball, the player who drives home the game-winning run walkoff-style takes a 
ritualistic pounding from joyous teammates. The pounding take place at home plate on a home run or on the infield in all other situations. 
 
This was Berardi’s first walkoff hit in going on two professional seasons. Instead of running toward the teeming mass of celebrating teammates, 
he took off running toward right field and then did a zig-zag or two before being overtaken. 
 
“I don’t know. I’ll have to watch the video,” Berardi said, smiling, when asked if he made sure to flip away his batting helmet before the 
pummeling ensued. 
 
As explained by Captains manager Luke Carlin, the wise player instinctively gets rid of the helmet to lessen the force of blows to the head sure 
to come. 
 
The extra-inning heroics were made necessary when the Lugnuts got to Lake County relievers Zack Draper and Dace Kime for two runs in the 
top of the ninth inning to forge a 3-3 tie. 
 
Lake County had built a 3-1 lead after seven innings. One of those runs came courtesy of the 10th home run of the season off the bat of right 
fielder Oscar Gonzalez. 
 
All’s well that ended well for the Captains and Berardi, the 22-year-old New York native selected by the Indians in the 10th round of the 2017 
draft out of St. John’s University. 
 
Captains starter Kirk McCarty was solid, giving up one run on four hits in six innings. He finished with seven strikeouts and did not issue a walk. 
The victory went to Kime (2-1, 4.50 ERA). 
 
With the satisfying win, the Captains completed a three-game sweep of the Lugnuts and improved to 29-38. Lansing slipped to 40-27 
 
Clippers 8, Bats 2 | Clippers belt four home runs, r oll to win over Bats 
The Clippers amassed 13 hits, including four home runs, on the way to an 8-2 victory over Louisville on Thursday night before 7,089 at 
Louisville Slugger Field. 
 
Columbus took three of four from the Bats before returning for a three-game weekend homestand against Indianapolis. 
 
Brandon Barnes and Francisco Mejia and drove in three runs apiece, each adding home runs, and Nellie Rodriguez and Mike Papi hit solo 
shots to help give the Clippers an 8-1 lead by the fifth inning. 
 
Barnes gave the Clippers a 2-0 lead with his home run in the first. Rodriguez’s solo homer came in the fourth and Mejia and Papi added theirs 
in the fifth. 
 
Mejia also hit a two-run double and Barnes had an RBI single, both in the third. Mejia and Yu Chang finished with three hits each. Chang had 
two doubles and scored twice. 
Louisville starter Justin Nicolino (2-4) and reliever Zach Neal allowed eight runs on 10 hits through the first give innings, while the Clippers used 
six pitchers in total. Starter Ryan Merritt allowed no runs on four hits in three innings. Evan Marshall (1-0) earned the win by pitching a 
scoreless sixth. 
 
Meanwhile, the parent Cleveland Indians activated outfielder Brandon Guyer, who played in Thursday’s 5-2 win over the Chicago White Sox. 
Guyer had been on a rehab assignment with the Clippers while recovering from a strained neck. The Indians wanted to activate him on 
Monday, but in his last minor league rehab game on Sunday he was hit by a pitch on the left hand. That delayed the move until Thursday. 
 
Guyer has struggled this season. He is hitting .150 (12 for 80) with three homers and 10 RBI in 33 games with Cleveland. 
 
The Indians designated Melky Cabrera for assignment. 
 
Gleyber Torres too good for Yankees to give up to a dd starting pitcher 
David Schoenfield 
A hot topic across baseball land the past few days: Would you trade Gleyber Torres for Jacob deGrom? 
 
It's fun to speculate about. The Mets are looking like a mess again and in theory should at least consider shopping deGrom to kick-start a 
rebuild of sorts and create more depth in the organization. The Yankees could certainly use some help in the rotation, and they could trade 
Torres and plug in Neil Walker or Brandon Drury at second base. 
 
As a practical matter: Are you kidding? 
 
(A) The Mets are not going to trade deGrom. 
 
(B) The Mets are definitely not going to trade him to the Yankees. 



(C) There is absolutely zero chance the Yankees will trade Torres, even if their rotation was Tim Leary, Dave LaPoint, Andy Hawkins, Chuck 
Cary and Jimmy Jones. 
 
Torres belted his 13th home run on Thursday in the Yankees' 4-3 win over the Rays, a three-run blast off tough lefty Blake Snell: 
Torres was called up on April 22. He hit his first home run 13 games later, on May 4. Since that date, only J.D. Martinez, with 16, has more 
home runs. This is a 21-year-old rookie second baseman in the first 45 games of his career going toe-to-toe with one of the game's best 
sluggers. Let's talk about that instead of worrying so much about pace of play. 
Which talented rookie will be the biggest star? With respect to Shohei Ohtani, Gleyber Torres and Ronald Acuna Jr., we'll take the Nats' Juan 
Soto. 
 
This may sound like a silly thing to type, but I'm going to type it anyway: Gleyber Torres has a chance to become the best player in the game, 
non-Mike Trout division. Astute readers may recall that in the previous edition of Real or Not, I raved about Juan Soto and said he may be 
better than Torres or Ronald Acuna Jr. What can I say? These are exciting times. Plus, my ESPN colleague Eduardo Perez also just raved 
about Soto, saying he reminded him of a young Albert Pujols. 
 
As for Torres, here's what we've seen so far: 
 
• He has hit for power and average at a young age, hitting .295/.351/.577 so far. 
 
• He plays a premium defensive position. 
 
• He has played his position well, with plus-2 defensive runs saved, a figure that should go up as he cuts down on the errors (he has made eight 
already). Keep in mind that he's a natural shortstop with the obvious arm strength to play there if the Yankees move on from Didi Gregorius in a 
couple of years. 
Look, I'm not saying Torres will become an MVP-caliber player, just that the qualities are there that it could happen if everything breaks right. 
Yes, this could be overreacting to a small sample size, and critics easily could point to the red-hot debuts last year from Rhys Hoskins and Matt 
Olson, and then point out their 2018 numbers. That's fair, although Torres is also much younger than those two. 
 
Torres will certainly have to make some adjustments. He's crushing sinkers -- .450/.500/1.150 -- while struggling comparatively with four-seam 
fastballs at .235/.297/.441. Like many young hitters, he'll chase sliders off the plate, although his overall chase rate on pitches outside the zone 
is 23.0 percent, which is less than the MLB average. So while he hasn't walked much yet, he's not a wild swinger either. 
 
He plays with confidence, he plays with flair, and he has been a top prospect for several years now, so this performance isn't coming out of the 
blue. He's a building block, not trade bait. He's not going anywhere. 
The Astros may never lose again: Remember when the Astros split that two-game series with the Mariners last week and we then pointed out 
their next 36 games were against teams .500 or below? Well, they swept the Rangers on the road and now they've swept the A's on the road 
and have won eight in a row. 
 
Justin Verlander got the win in Thursday's 7-3 victory over the A's, although he did allow three runs for the second straight start. That's how 
good he has been: Three runs is a bad start. 
 
A key player of late has been 5-foot-6 spark plug Tony Kemp, who has a received a chance to play, with the struggles of Jake Marisnick and 
Derek Fisher. Kemp has hit .301 with a .381 OBP. Kemp has always hit in the minors and draws a few walks while not striking out much, but 
has been blocked the past couple of seasons. Nice to see him getting some time in the outfield. 
 
Painful win for Giants: The Giants finally beat the Marlins, an exciting 6-3 victory that took 16 innings, with Ty Blach pitching 6 2/3 innings in 
relief to get the win. But Evan Longoria broke his finger -- the same injury Madison Bumgarner suffered in spring training -- when hit by a pitch, 
and the club will determine over the next couple of days whether surgery is required. 
 
Longoria's first season with the Giants has come with mixed results. He has 10 home runs and 16 doubles, so there has been some extra-base 
power, but he's also hitting .246/.278/.434 as he has drawn just 10 walks versus 57 strikeouts. 
 
When Longoria first came up with the Rays, he was one of the league's premier all-around players because he had power, got on base and 
played great defense. The on-base skills have deteriorated in recent seasons, however, with a career-low .313 OBP last season that has sunk 
even further this year. He still averaged 3.5 WAR the past four seasons, but he's at just 0.5 in 2018. In other words, it's possible the Giants 
won't miss him all that much while he's out, especially if Alen Hanson really has discovered something at the plate. 
 
 
Longoria has four more seasons after this one on his current deal. The Giants could be paying a significant salary to a player who is basically 
Pedro Feliz in his later years. 
 
Miguel Sano's career needs a do-over: The Twins sent 2017 All-Star Miguel Sano down to Class A as his slump has taken him to a 
.203/.270/.405 line. It's hard to argue against the demotion, although I don't quite get the purpose of sending him to Class A instead of Triple-A. 
I guess the rationale is working on his swing in a lower-pressure environment, although I'm not sure what he'll learn beating up on Class A 
pitchers. Seems like it's an attempt to send a stern message that sending him down to Triple-A may not have done. 
 



If I were the Twins, the first thing I'd do is hire Sano a personal chef or personal trainer or whatever it takes to get him in better shape. You 
invest all this money and organizational resources in a player, but what happens off the field is too easily left to chance. Some players need 
help and direction in this area, and my feeling is Sano is one of those guys. 
 
Cleveland's bullpen proves the baseball gods are cr uel 
Sam Miller ESPN.com 
Last year, the 102-win Cleveland Indians were one of the great teams of the modern era: Their starting pitchers had the American League's 
lowest ERA, their offense scored more runs per game than all but two AL teams, and their defense was, by Defensive Runs Saved, the AL's 
third best. 
 
And their bullpen! Collectively, Cleveland's relievers had the game's lowest ERA. Their sOPS+ -- OPS allowed, relative to the rest of the 
league's relievers -- was baseball's 19th best since 1988, when the current era of bullpen usage more or less began. The Indians' bullpen was 
so good and so deep that the club had to leave three relievers with ERAs in the 2s off the postseason roster. 
 
This year, the club is fine. The Indians are playing at an 86-win pace, which is just good enough to feel safe in one of the worst divisions in 
recent memory. But it's nothing like last year's juggernaut, despite very good starting pitching (second-best ERA in the American League), a 
very good offense (more runs per game than all but three AL teams) and a very good defense (the AL's third best by DRS). 
 
But their bullpen! Collectively, Cleveland's relievers have the game's highest ERA. By sOPS+, they have the seventh-worst bullpen since 1988. 
It's enough to make you wonder why Cleveland's front office traded away all the relievers over the winter and replaced them with much worse 
relievers, but, of course, the Indians didn't do any such thing: 
 
PITCHER 2017 ERA 2018 ERA 
Cody Allen 2.94 4.18 
Andrew Miller 1.44 4.40 
Dan Otero 2.85 6.55 
Zach McAllister 2.61 5.54 
Nick Goody 2.80 6.94 
Tyler Olson 0.00 5.94 
Free agency cost the Indians two key members of last year's bullpen: Joe Smith, who was acquired on July 31 and made the postseason 
roster, and Bryan Shaw, who led the club in appearances. Clearly, Cleveland is reeling from the losses of those two reliable veter -- whoops-a-
daisy, Smith's ERA for Houston is 5.49, and Shaw's in Colorado is 7.09. A few other guys pitched scattered innings last year, and a few others 
have pitched this year, but the bulk of relief work was or has been handled by the names we just listed. 
 
So let's just recap: Cleveland had one of the best bullpens ever last season. The Indians brought most of it back. They have one of the worst 
bullpens ever this season. We have identified what might be the cruelest part of the modern game. 
There's a case that sports generally are tilting more toward high-variance strategies. The fly ball, for instance, is a high-variance offensive 
weapon: Fly balls that stay in the yard are more likely than any other ball to be turned into an out, but fly balls that clear the wall are the most 
valuable act in the sport. The margin between the two can be impossibly thin over the course of a single game. Two teams might play 
identically, but one could outscore the other by six on a couple of big flies alone. In basketball, 3-pointers are a high-variance strategy, as is a 
pass-heavy offense in football. The analytics support these strategies, but when they fail, as they inevitably will at times, a good team looks 
temporarily awful. 
 
Major league baseball teams have, by turning more and more innings over to bullpens, collectively adopted a high-variance strategy that can 
make a good team look bad not for a game or a week but for a season. It's almost certainly wise to lean heavily on relievers, the better of whom 
are generally more dominant in their one-inning bursts than (even superior) starters are over seven or eight innings. Relievers can be matched 
up against batters so the team on defense has the platoon advantage more often. Relievers can be saved until the most perilous moments so 
the best pitchers' finite pitches aren't wasted in six-run games. It's good strategy, which is why it's what the game has been moving toward 
since, oh, 1950? Maybe earlier. 
 
This year, relievers will set a record for innings pitched -- a record broken at least a dozen times in the past 30 years and a record that'll 
probably be broken a dozen times more: 
 
 
Bryan Shaw made 79 appearances to lead the Cleveland pitching staff in 2017. The Indians lost Shaw and reliever Joe Smith to free agency 
but retained most of their bullpen heading into this season. Ken Blaze/USA TODAY Sports 
It isn't impossible to win with an ineffective bullpen, but it's probably less possible than it used to be, when starters bore more of the burden and 
when clubs needed only a couple of relief aces to handle the late-and-close, high-leverage assignments. 
 
But the tradeoff to this sound strategy is that relievers, well, almost two-thirds of the closers lose their jobs over the course of a single season, 
so you can imagine what it's like further down the assembly line. Relievers are like slices of buttered bread constantly falling off tables, and it's 
anybody's guess whether they'll land with the butter side up. When they do, you're in the playoffs. When they don't, for whatever reason -- 
small-sample flukes, a few weeks of wildness, an unexpected injury, an expected injury, age-related velocity declines, loss of feel for one pitch 
or the fact that if they're relievers they maybe weren't that good to begin with -- you've got a carpet covered in butter at the worst possible time. 
 
EDITOR'S PICKS 
 
Your New Favorite Reliever Power Rankings: Eight guys to love you've never heard of 



There are 750 active major leaguers on any given day, and roughly 730 of them are relief pitchers (give or take). It's impossible to keep track of 
them all -- but here are a few worth rooting for and why. 
How nobody -- even the Indians -- believed Dan Otero was that good 
You didn't hear his name at all during the ALDS. And that's exactly the point: Cleveland didn't put a pitcher with the lowest career ERA as an 
Indian in the live ball era on its roster. And then lost to the Yankees. 
Cleveland's collapse-by-committee is an extreme example, but this sort of thing is happening constantly. From one year to the next, a team's 
bullpen performance fluctuates so much that some years there appears to be no carryover at all. When a team does make big moves, the 
results often seem almost random: The Rockies spent nine figures building a "super bullpen" last winter, but their bullpen's Win Probability 
Added has actually plummeted, from third in the league last year to 16th this year. Or the reverse: The A's sold off their two best relievers at last 
year's trade deadline, yet their atrocious 2017 bullpen has morphed into baseball's third best this season. 
 
Of course, teams will change players, and players will change career trajectories, no matter the position or role. But we can measure the 
variance. 
 
From one year to the next, team defense -- as measured by Ultimate Zone Rating -- has shown a correlation of about .44 since 2013. (In 
statistics, a correlation of 1 means a perfect correlation, and a correlation of 0 means no more relationship than randomness.) From one year to 
the next, team offense has shown a correlation of .41. Teams' starting pitchers -- as measured by sOPS+ for each team's starters -- have 
shown a year-to-year correlation of .55. 
 
Bullpen quality is much more fluid. The correlation from year to year, by bullpen sOPS+, has been just .30. I'm not sure that's the best stat to 
measure bullpen quality, given that it includes the mop-up men working meaningless innings. So if we look at the year-to-year correlations by 
bullpen Win Probability Added -- which puts much more emphasis on the key pitchers who are called in when the game is on the line -- the 
correlation drops to .20. 
 
A correlation of .3 or .2 is certainly not randomness -- the past is some guide to future -- but it suggests that a team's architects can do 
everything right and still end up with a dud or do nothing at all and end up with an ace staff. 
Consider, once again, the Cleveland bullpen. The club started with six returning relievers, all of them with recent history of fabulous success 
and none of them notably old. (Miller and Otero are the oldest at 33.) What happened to this half-dozen? 
 
Cody Allen: The difference between last year and this year is about three runs. He has basically walked one extra batter and allowed one extra 
home run, which, by strict accounting purposes, has turned him from one of the game's best closers to a below-average one. 
 
Andrew Miller: He was awesome all April -- a 0.00 ERA, and batters hit .162/.279/.216 against him -- before he went on the 10-day disabled list 
with a hamstring strain. When he came back, he was wild, and over the course of six appearances -- 25 batters faced -- he was hit for a 
.368/.520/.842 line. Then he went back on the disabled list with knee inflammation. 
 
The Radical Ideas Series 
 
Call us crazy, but we have three not-so-modest proposals for revolutionizing baseball. 
 
Part I: What if every team made the playoffs? 
 
Part II: What if players got paid on commission? 
 
Part III: What if teams could bid for more home games? 
 
Tyler Olson: A lefty whose job is to get lefties, he unexpectedly dominated lefties and righties last year and didn't allow a run in 30 
appearances. He has again dominated lefties this year! Meanwhile, righties are hitting .344/.432/.656 against him. 
 
Dan Otero: A veteran sinkerballer who never strikes many guys out, Otero's walk and strikeout rates this year are consistent with his career 
averages. But he has allowed as many extra-base hits as he did all of last season, and he has been hit especially hard with runners in scoring 
position. He has allowed 33 baserunners, and 18 of them have scored. 
 
Nick Goody: He was pitching great until he abruptly got hit hard in four straight games, after which he went on the disabled list. Now he's on the 
60-day DL. There's no timetable for his return. 
 
Zach McAllister: There's a pretty good case to be made that he's throwing well: He's throwing harder than last year, throwing way more strikes 
than last year and throwing more "edge" strikes on the black of the strike zone. He added a sinker and improved his ground ball rate. But 
there's also this: He has already allowed six homers (after allowing eight all of last season), and batters are hitting .395/.415/.816 with men on 
base, more than double the OPS he has allowed with the bases empty. 
 
We started with one story -- Cleveland has a hot-mess bullpen, and that's why it is no longer an elite team -- but ended up with a bunch. There 
are a couple of guys who look worse only because of, literally, one or two balls that landed a few feet over instead of a few feet shy of the wall. 
There's a serious injury, and there's a less serious injury, each of which has disturbed Cleveland's plans in its own way. There's one pitcher, 
McAllister, who looks like a really strong bet to dominate in the second half. And there's one, Goody, who probably wasn't as good as we might 
have believed in the first place. All in all, it's ... still a pretty good bullpen. 
 



Or maybe it's a bad one. Cleveland has as many walk-off losses this season as the team had all of last season. The Indians have begun the 
seventh inning tied 10 times, and they're 1-9 in those games. Last year, when they were trailing after five innings, they went 10-37. This year, 
they're 1-19. 
 
It's never easy to tell until they make it easy on us all and actually play. It's a cruel joke to play on the team's front office, which has to figure out 
in advance which half-dozen coin flips to bet on. But there's something fun and pure about it, too: It's a part of the game that exists mostly 
outside of the front office's control. The onus is on the players, rather than some romantic vision we might have of omniscient general managers 
using their terabytes of data to make baseball predictable. The team that's good is the one that does better -- simple, nerve-racking, surprising 
and, occasionally, devastating. 
 
Twins send Miguel Sano to minors after loss to Tiger s 

By Phil Miller Star Tribune JUNE 14, 2018 

DETROIT – This season has been so awful for Miguel Sano, the Twins want him to start over. Beginning with spring training. 

Sano, scuffling along with a .203 batting average and twice as many strikeouts as hits, was sent back to the Twins’ spring headquarters after 
Thursday’s 3-1 loss to the Tigers in hopes he can regain the power-hitting form that made him an All-Star just 11 months ago. 

Technically, Sano was optioned to the Class A Fort Myers Miracle, but this assignment has more to do with Sano’s health, swing and approach, 
and the Twins’ best chance to address them, than any Florida State League games. 

“We’re not going to follow the traditional view — just go get at-bats at Triple-A,” said Derek Falvey, the Twins’ chief baseball officer. “We wanted 
to take a step back and blank-canvas this a bit and say, ‘What do we think the best next steps are for him?’ … We can do a lot of things with 
the facility we have there, around strength and conditioning and the work you can do from that side.” 

The Twins’ roving instructors are all in Fort Myers now, for instance, as the organization works with new draftees to form rookie-league teams, 
and the team’s weight room is major-league quality. 

“We have a lot of staff there, inclusive of [hitting instructor] Freddy Guerrero, who’s really close with Miguel,” Falvey said. “We felt like that was 
the most supportive environment for what we’re going to try to achieve.” 

Miguel Sano sat in the Twins dugout on Thursday. 

And what’s the goal? Cutting down on strikeouts, restoring Sano’s pitch recognition, and working him into better physical shape. 

“We have his best interests in mind,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “And we don’t feel right now that we’re getting what we need from him. 
He’s going to have to go down there and get to work.” 

Sano said he understood and respected the Twins’ decision. 

“I’m not mad. I’m happy because I’m struggling,” the 25-year-old Dominican said. “You know, this is an opportunity they gave me. I know they 
love me here and everything. … Everybody here trying to help me. It’s a chance to go there and work, and I’ll come back soon. 

How soon? Falvey said it’s a short-term move. He hopes. 

“We don’t have a specific timeline on how long this will take,” he said. “I don’t anticipate he’ll be in Florida forever. It’s just a Step One in the 
process.” 

Sano is hitting .203 with seven home runs and 27 RBI. The 2017 American League All-Star has 66 strikeouts in 148 at-bats. 
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Lance Lynn stays in one batter too many as Twins fall to Tigers 

JaCoby Jones hit a two-run home run in the bottom of the seventh to break a tie and lift Detroit.  

By Phil Miller Star Tribune JUNE 14, 2018 

DETROIT – Lance Lynn wanted to stay in the game. Paul Molitor wanted him to stay in the game. But it was the Tigers who were glad that he 
did. 

Lynn extended his streak to five straight quality starts on Thursday, and this one may have been the best of the bunch — for six scoreless 
innings. But after Paul Molitor made a seventh-inning mound visit to gauge his status, and elected to let him pitch out of trouble, Lynn 
surrendered a home run to JaCoby Jones that handed the Twins their second straight gut-punch loss, 3-1 to the Tigers at Comerica Park. 

“I thought it was a good matchup to try to get us off the field,” Molitor said of his decision to stick with Lynn. “[Jones] cheated on a fastball, and 
he got it. To lose a series is tough when you get the pitching we did the last couple of days.” 

Jose Berrios gave up only one run over six innings on Wednesday, but lost. Lynn might have been even better on Thursday, limiting the Tigers 
to nothing but ground balls (only three of which sneaked through to the outfield for harmless singles) and strikeouts (a season-high nine in all) 
through the first six innings. 

The common thread in the games, both Twins’ losses: No offense for Minnesota after the first inning. Eddie Rosario doubled off the wall and 
Eduardo Escobar singled him home, giving the Twins a quick 1-0 lead off Michael Fulmer. After that, Fulmer took charge, retiring 10 straight 
batters and eventually finishing seven strong innings without allowing another run. Relievers Joe Jimenez and Shane Greene finished off the 
Twins, the latter earning his 17th save in 20 opportunities. 

“When your offense is not producing much, everything becomes a little more critical, your margin of error on the mound is smaller. It’s tough to 
win 1-0 games on the road,” Molitor said of the Twins’ missing offense. “Guys have got to find a way to grind. You’ve got to find something, 
You’ve got to find it in your preparation or an at-bat or something, and hopefully get going. We know some of these guys who haven’t 
contributed a lot have the ability to do it.” 



Detroit 3, Twins 1 6:10 p.m. Friday at Cleveland (FSN) 

Lynn tried to include himself in that category, at least for letting the Twins’ minuscule lead slip away. 

“You’ve got to get through the seventh there. I wasn’t able to do it,” he said bluntly. “Everything was still there. Just made one bad pitch, and 
ran into a barrel. … Ended up giving up three runs and it cost us the win.” 

Well, it was more than one pitch, though after his superb first six innings, it hardly mattered. John Hicks led off the seventh with a long line drive 
to the center field wall, his first career triple, and Niko Goodrum hit a fly ball deep enough to score him. And after hitting Jose Iglesias with a 
pitch, Molitor came out to make sure blisters weren’t bothering Lynn. They agreed that the righthander would finish the inning. 

He never made it. Lynn immediately fell behind Jones 3-1, and had to come over the plate with a fastball. Jones was waiting for it, and blasted 
it 389 feet into the Twins’ bullpen in left-center. 

“I felt good about our chances of giving him an opportunity to get off the field, and hopefully we score him a run,” Molitor said. “But they 
capitalized on the hit batsman and the hitter’s count.” 

The home run was the first that Lynn had allowed in more than a month, but its timeliness was devastating to the Twins, who fell six games out 
of first place as they head to Cleveland. They have not won a road series since May 7-8 in St. Louis. 

“The rotation has given us plenty of innings and plenty of opportunity to find ways to win,” Molitor said. “Just haven’t backed it up on the other 
side of the ball.” 
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Joe Mauer will rejoin Twins on Friday 

DETROIT – For an offense that has largely wilted in the June sun, getting Joe Mauer and his .404 on-base percentage back in the lineup 
seems ideal, particularly as the Twins embark on an important series against first-place Cleveland. 

"I don't know if there's a bad time to add Joe Mauer back into your lineup," Twins manager Paul Molitor agreed. 

Mauer's return from the disabled list on Friday comes four weeks to the day since he last played, and that was one day after he dived for a pop-
up in foul territory, suffering a cervical strain that led to occasional balance issues and sensitivity to light. Those symptoms have dissipated, but 
as a first baseman, Mauer figures to have occasion to dive to make more plays. The Twins have no way to know, Molitor said, what might 
happen when he does. 

"There are some things that you can't really practice. Some things are just going to happen, and how he responds to those things — I don't 
think he's going to change," Molitor said. "He's probably going to be the same player defensively, offensively, running the bases, and we'll just 
be hopeful that nothing sets him back." 

Mauer went 0-for-10 for Rochester in his two-day rehab assignment, but Molitor said he's unconcerned by that. Mostly, he sounded excited 
about the three-time batting champion's potential effect on a Twins lineup that has scored two runs or less four times in the past six games. 

"Joe is extremely patient, extremely prepared, one of those guys who is not afraid to hit with two strikes. And he shouldn't be because he's 
really good in those situations," Molitor said. "He's just one of those professional hitters who seem to take good at-bats each and every night, 
whether it's getting hits or driving in runs or getting on base or taking walks. It's part of what makes a team effective, when you get guys who 
can slow the game down when they get in the box." 

Cave goes down 

The Twins' decision to send Miguel Sano to the minors on Thursday had a ripple effect that cost outfielder Jake Cave his major league job, at 
least for now. 

With Sano gone and Gregorio Petit designated for assignment earlier in the week, the Twins were left with only three infielders — Eduardo 
Escobar, Ehire Adrianza and Brian Dozier — to play the three infield spots beside Mauer. That meant the Twins had to part with one of their 
five active outfielders in order to add depth to the infield. 

The Twins won't announce the corresponding move until Friday, but they have only one other middle infielder on their 40-man roster: Taylor 
Motter, claimed off waivers from Seattle in May. It's possible that they could consider adding a nonroster player — top prospect Nick Gordon 
comes to mind — but that would require jettisoning another player from the roster, something they'll already have to do in two weeks when 
Jorge Polanco returns from suspension, and whenever Ervin Santana returns from finger surgery. 

Motter, though, is batting .167 at Class AAA Rochester, and is a lifetime .198 hitter in 133 career games in the majors. 

Petit, meanwhile, cleared waivers on Thursday and agreed to a minor league assignment with Rochester. 

Eddie's Day 

Twins coaches and players, who always enjoy finding new ways to needle gregarious bullpen coach Eddie Guardado, held a pregame "team 
meeting" on Thursday to celebrate, complete with a cake, the fifth anniversary of "Eddie Guardado Day," the day in 2013 that the longtime 
closer was inducted into the Twins Hall of Fame. 

Guardado made the mistake earlier this season of wearing one of the T-shirts the Twins gave away that day, and team members were able to 
find a stash of duplicates, which they've been wearing the shirts on this road trip, to Guardado's chagrin. 
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