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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels’ Chris Young homers again, taking advantage of his increased 

opportunities 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — Chris Young seems to have benefited from more regular time. 

Young hit his third homer of the week in the Angels’ 6-5, 11-inning loss on Sunday, continuing his recent 

upturn. 

Young’s average had dropped as low as .130 on May 19. In June, though, he’s hitting .235, but with a 

.316 on-base percentage and a .559 slugging percentage. 

Scioscia said it’s understandable that Young would have struggled early, when he was playing so 

sporadically behind Justin Upton, Mike Trout and Kole Calhoun. 

For the past month or so, particularly after Calhoun went on the disabled list two weeks ago, Young has 

played much more. 

“It’s not an easy role, for a young player or a veteran when you are not getting any looks for seven 

days,” Scioscia said. “Our outfield situation at the start of the season, we knew these guys were going to 

play virtually every day. As Chris has gotten more at bats and gotten more comfortable in the box, you 

are starting to see some of the things he can do. He’s definitely hitting the ball much better in his last 

30-40 at-bats.” 

Calhoun had a hit and a walk in two plate appearances on Sunday in his rehab assignment at Triple-A. 

Scioscia said he’s still not sure how close Calhoun is to returning to the majors. 

THANKS, DAD 

Cam Bedrosian had a disappointing result for a respectable outing on Sunday. He entered with two outs 

and the tying run at second, and gave up a blooper that fell for a game-tying single. 

Bedrosian added a scoreless 10th. Although he wasn’t charged with a run in 1-1/3 innings, he was 

nonetheless charged with a blown save. 

Scioscia had no blame for Bedrosian. 

“Cam’s stuff has really picked up,” he said. “Guy hits the ball off the end of the bat and bloops it in. You 

aren’t going to give that any extra thought.” 

It is likely that Bedrosian got the same message from his father, appropriately enough, on Father’s Day. 

Bedrosian said he is in touch with his father, Cy Young winner Steve Bedrosian, after every outing. 
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“He’s always got something for me,” the younger Bedrosian said before Sunday’s game. “He’s been a big 

influence. Honestly most of what I’ve been taught throughout my career is from him.” 

The mechanics of pitching can come from a lot of coaches, but Bedrosian said his father — a closer for 

much of his 14-year career — has helped in particular with the mental side of dealing with success and 

failure in the big leagues. 

Although there’s been a fair amount of the latter this year, Bedrosian doesn’t seem to lack for 

confidence, which is probably from his father. 

“Stay tough, man,” Bedrosian said, echoing words from his father. “He always tells me he knows I’m a 

good pitcher. There are going to be good times and bad times. Just go through the bad times and 

whatever happens happens. Just do the best you can.” 

ALSO 

Mike Trout had two hits, two walks and a hit by pitch on Sunday, reaching base five times in a game for 

the 10th time in his career. … 

Albert Pujols drove in the game-tying run and the go-ahead run, the latter with his 11th homer of the 

season, in the sixth inning. … 

Upton returned to the lineup after missing Saturday’s game with a stiff back. … 

Scioscia said there’s no set date for Shohei Ohtani to be re-evaluated. Although the Angels announced 

on June 8 that Ohtani would be checked in “three weeks,” Scioscia said that the timetable is more 

general. He said Ohtani still may be “another three weeks” from getting checked… 

The Angels don’t yet have a starter scheduled for Tuesday’s game against the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

The most likely candidate is probably Felix Peña. A reliever in spring training and early in the season, 

Peña has started nine games at Triple-A, gradually increasing his pitch count. In his last outing, he threw 

six innings on 84 pitches. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (Jaime Barría, 5-2, 2.61) vs. Diamondbacks (Zack Greinke, 5-5, 3.87), Monday, 7 p.m., Fox Sports 

West, KLAA (830 AM). 

 

Whicker: Ex-Angel Will Smith thriving in San Francisco’s bullpen 

By Mark Whicker 

LOS ANGELES – It’s just a coincidence that the Angels are importing huge shipments of Robitussin for 

their bullpen, while Will Smith steams deep into his second month of 2018 without a home run against 

his name. 
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“Don’t say that,” he yelped when it was brought up Sunday afternoon. “No comment.” 

Smith was an Angel prospect until late July of 2010, when the Angels made one of those cover-all-the-

bases deadline deals and traded him to Kansas City for infielder Alberto Callaspo. He was a starter then. 

He became a reliever with the Royals in 2013. Since then he has become of the sturdiest lefty relievers 

around. He’s with the Giants now, having survived a break for Tommy John surgery in 2017. Over the 

weekend he came to Dodger Stadium with all systems functioning.. 

Smith worked the seventh inning Sunday and struck out Cody Bellinger and Yasmani Grandal, then got 

Yasiel Puig on a fly ball to right. 

Mark Melancon, ex-Dodger Tony Watson and Hunter Strickland took care of the rest. San Francisco’s 4-1 

win broke a five-game win streak for the Dodgers. For the first time in June the Dodgers failed to hit a 

home run, although Nick Hundley and Brandon Belt hit long balls for the visitors. 

On Saturday night Smith stared down Grandal and Max Muncy, struck them out, and arranged for Puig 

to pop out to second. For the season Smith has given up eight hits and five walks in 18-2/3 innings, with 

24 strikeouts. The fastball is in the low to mid 90s and moves accordingly, and he has leaned on his slider 

more with each season. 

“That surgery was like my 100,000-mile checkup,” Smith said. “When I was ready to pitch again, the 

slider was still there.” 

Smith was 20 but had already navigated his way to Triple-A Salt Lake. When Angels’ farm director Abe 

Flores came onto the field in batting practice and made a beeline for Smith, the kid didn’t know what to 

think. 

“I thought I was in trouble,” Smith said. “It was the first time it had happened to me. But then guys 

started congratulating me. I asked them how come and they said it was a good thing. It’s not that the 

Angels didn’t want me, it’s that the Royals did.” 

So it was easier to understand when Kansas City sent Smith to Milwaukee for outfielder Nori Aoki after 

the 2013 season. Smith pitched in a league-high 78 games in 2014 and then took the ball 76 times in 

2015. 

Nothing is harder to evaluate than the fluctuations of a long reliever. Over the past four seasons Bryan 

Shaw worked 80, 74, 75 and 79 games for Cleveland. The Rockies invested $25 million in Shaw for the 

next three seasons. Currently opponents are batting .325 against him. 

Yet Shaw is the only reliever who remains in MLB’s top 10 in major league appearances from last year. 

The only three in the top 10 in both 2016 and 2017 were Shaw, Addison Reed and Felipe Vazquez. 

When Smith got to Milwaukee he was sharing a bullpen with Francisco Rodriguez, the Angel hero of 

2002 whose arm withstood 948 games and 437 saves. Rodriguez pitched until he was 35. 
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“K-Rod told me that I had to take care of my body every day,” Smith said. “He said I had to have a 

routine. Sure, it stinks to run every day or do all the other stuff I do, but that’s the only way I was going 

to have a long career. Keep it simple. And he was right.” 

In August 2016, the Brewers sent Smith to the Giants in exchange for minor league pitcher Phil Bickford, 

a former first-round pick from Simi Valley, and catcher Andrew Suzac. Smith struck out 26 in 18 innings. 

But in spring training he found he couldn’t get his elbow loose. Pitchers know when the pistons aren’t 

firing. 

Smith went for the surgery immediately ‘because I didn’t want to miss two years,” and returned to the 

majors last month. 

“Almost everybody in our bullpen had gone through something like that,” Smith said. “The Giants even 

arranged my locker to be near those guys. So they were able to let me know exactly to what to expect. 

Again, if you do all the rehab like you’re supposed to you probably won’t have any problems.” 

Workload? Only if you consider it work. 

“I enjoy throwing a lot, pitching a lot,” Smith said. “The more you play, the more fun you have.” 

He and his new elbow left for home. Sometimes an operation isn’t as chronic as a bullpen-wide cough. 

 

Angels bullpen falters again in loss to Oakland A’s 

They blow a two-run lead in the bottom of the ninth, then lose it in the 11th 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — The Angels had done everything to finish off a much-needed victory. 

And then the bullpen let it get away. Again. 

Blake Parker and Cam Bedrosian combined to allow two runs to tie the game in the ninth, and Jake 

Jewell and Eduardo Paredes gave up a run in the 11th inning of the Angels’ 6-5 loss to the Oakland A’s 

on Sunday. 

It was the third time in four games the Angels had a lead in the sixth inning or later and couldn’t hold it. 

The Angels’ 15 blown saves are tied for the most in the majors. 

The Angels began the season with questions about their bullpen, and those have been magnified 

because of ineffectiveness and injuries — Keynan Middleton and Blake Wood are out for the year, and 

Jim Johnson just this week got hurt. 
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Even among the pitchers who have done well, there have been red flags because they’ve pitched so 

much. Early in the season, the starters were pitching so few innings that the relievers were carrying a 

heavy load. 

Lately the most consistent pitcher had been Parker, who had regained the closer job he lost in the 

season’s opening week. Parker had an 0.96 ERA over 18 games heading into Wednesday, when he 

entered in the seventh and blew a two-run lead. 

He had a chance again on Sunday, getting the ball with a 5-3 lead after Andrew Heaney gave up just 

three hits over eight innings. 

Parker gave up a homer to Marcus Semien, the first batter he faced. He then walked Chad Pinder. 

“Obviously, I’ve got to get ahead with better pitches,” Parker said. “Go out there and one pitch, one run, 

I gotta regain my focus. I can’t have a four-pitch walk right after that.” 

After a strikeout, pinch-runner Dustin Fowler went to second on a wild pitch. Parker walked Khris Davis, 

despite getting ahead 0-and-2. He was then pulled. 

“You gotta stay aggressive,” Parker said. “You gotta make them put the ball in play. You’ve got to throw 

strikes for that to happen. I think I got a little too fine and outside the zone a little bit.” 

Manager Mike Scioscia then went to left-hander José Álvarez, who struck out left-handed hitting Matt 

Olson. Next, Scioscia played the matchups and brought in the right-handed Bedrosian to face the right-

handed Mark Canha. He blooped a single into center, tying the game. 

Bedrosian got out of the ninth and through the 10th, preserving the tie. 

In the 11th, Scioscia called on Jewell, entering for this second big league appearance. Justin Anderson, 

one of the Angels top relievers, was not available because of a recent heavy workload, Scioscia said. 

Anderson had thrown 28 pitches finishing off a four-run victory on Friday. 

He gave up a leadoff single to Lowrie and then hit Davis. Lowrie took third on a fly ball. 

Paredes then entered and walked Canha, to load the bases. Jonathan Lucroy got the winning hit with a 

drive into the Angels’ two-man outfield. 

With that, the Angels had suffered yet another heart-breaking loss, tagged to the bullpen. 

Parker said he still has faith the Angels bullpen can be effective: “We’re good. We’ve got a bunch of 

really good arms, and this experience will be good for them. I know they can get it done. We have 

confidence. The Angels do too.” 

Still, performances like this will only increase the call for General Manager Billy Eppler to make trades 

for bullpen help. 
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Heaney did all he could to spare the Angels’ bullpen. He pitched eight innings, allowing three runs on 

three hits. Two of them came on one swing, a two-run homer by Canha in the second. 

After that, he retired 13 of the next 14. He gave up a run in the seventh on a Lowrie double and two fly 

balls. Heaney bounced back to finish with three straight strikeouts in the eighth, ending his day at 106 

pitches. 

It wasn’t enough. 

Afterward, Heaney said he couldn’t cast too much blame on the relievers, because their early workload 

was because of the struggles of the starters. 

“We made them work early on and they picked us up early single time,” Heaney said. “They may be 

struggling now, and some guys are having their issues, but that’s part of baseball. Everybody can’t be 

going right at the same time. Very rarely does that happen. 

“I’ve had my fair share of bad games. I’m never going to judge another player that I know goes out 

there, every guy goes out there, to grind their (butt) to do what they can to win games for this team. I’m 

never doing to doubt that.” 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels blow late lead, fall to Athletics 6-5 in 11 innings 

By Jeff Miller 

The solution seemed simple Sunday, but the bullpen remained a complicated issue for the Angels. 

“You gotta make pitches in this league,” reliever Blake Parker said. “You can’t be giving guys free bases 

and expect to get out of it and expect to win.” 

The Angels blew a two-run lead in the ninth inning and lost 6-5 to Oakland in 11 innings, a result that 

delivered more than a little frustration. 

For the second consecutive game, the team’s bullpen — stretched by injury and strained by 

inexperience — couldn’t finish. 

After Andrew Heaney pitched eight stout innings and the offense came back to forge a 5-3 advantage, 

the relievers failed to produce. 

“A couple guys coming out of our bullpen just brought too many walks and hit batters,” manager Mike 

Scioscia said. “We just put too many guys on base from the ninth inning on.” 

After Heaney departed, the bullpen retired only seven of 16 hitters while allowing four hits, four walks 

and a hit batsman. 



June 18, 2018  Page 9 of 28 
 

Parker, who leads the Angels with seven saves, started the ninth by allowing a first-pitch home run to 

Marcus Semien. 

“One pitch, one run,” Parker said. “Gotta come back and regain my focus.” 

Instead, he walked Chad Pinder on four pitches and — after striking out Jed Lowrie — walked Khris Davis 

as well after getting ahead in the count 1-2. 

“You got to stay aggressive,” Parker said. “You got to make pitches in the zone and make them put the 

ball in play. You have to throw strikes for that to happen.” 

Jose Alvarez entered the game and struck out Matt Olson in a matchup of left-handers. 

That brought up the right-hand hitting Mark Canha; Scioscia countered with the right-hand throwing 

Cam Bedrosian. 

Though the career sample sizes were small, Canha had one hit (a homer) in six at-bats against Alvarez 

while going two for three against Bedrosian. 

“Cam had been throwing the ball well,” Scioscia said when asked if he considered leaving Alvarez in the 

game. “A guy hits the ball off the end of the bat and bloops it in, you’re going to give that any extra 

thought — no.” 

Canha’s game-tying single hardly was ripped, but it landed safely in center field to make the score 5-5 

and send the game into extra innings. Jonathan Lucroy’s bases-loaded single would give the Athletics the 

win. 

The Angels have 15 blown saves, tied for the most in the majors with Detroit. 

Minus the injured Keynan Middleton, Jim Johnson and Blake Wood, the Angels are trying to piece 

together games with what remains: a mixture of established veterans and kids, each of whom has 

produced varying degrees of big-league performances. 

“The trick is to keep those guys available,” Scioscia said, referring to his better relievers. “It’s going to 

take a combination. We gotta score runs and we gotta get our pitchers pitching as deep as they have 

been lately.” 

Heaney, coming off his worst and shortest start of the season, was dominant for a stretch Sunday. After 

giving up a two-run homer to Canha in the second, he permitted only two more baserunners. 

He retired 11 Athletics in a row into the sixth and allowed just one other man to advance beyond first. 

With Heaney at 106 pitches, Scioscia said he did not consider sending him back out for the ninth. 

“Where he was,” the manager explained, “I don’t think it was in the cards for the 120 pitches that it was 

probably going to take.” 



June 18, 2018  Page 10 of 28 
 

The team returns home still facing late-inning uncertainty. 

“I’ve had my fair share of bad games,” Heaney said. “I’m never going to judge another player who I 

know goes out there and is grinding their {tail} off to do what they can to win games for this team.” 

 

Angels pitcher Jake Jewell suffers first loss a day after big-league debut 

By Jeff Miller 

He dreamed of it as a kid, pursued it through high school and into college, then worked parts of five 
professional seasons to finally realize the moment. 

On Saturday, Jake Jewell, 25, threw his first big-league pitch of his career. A day later, he admitted he 
wasn’t completely sure what type of pitch he threw. 

“I’m pretty sure it was a two-seam fastball,” he said Sunday. “I just let it rip and was hoping it was a 
strike. I don’t even remember what I was thinking about, to be honest.” 

An MLB debut can be so unforgettable that it’s difficult to recall what really happened. 

Jewell’s first pitch to Dustin Fowler was, in fact, a two-seam fastball, one that missed the strike zone 
low. 

Still, the ball was tossed aside and was waiting in Jewell’s locker afterward, along with the ball he used 
for his first strikeout, which ended his one scoreless inning against Oakland. 

“It’s the most nervous I’ve been in my life,” Jewell said. “My first outing in big-league camp — I thought I 
was nervous then. But this was just another level.” 

He retired three of the four Athletics he faced (Stephen Piscotty was hit by Jewell’s pitch with two outs). 

Jewell, the fifth-round pick of the Angels in 2014, was forced to make his second appearance Sunday 
after the bullpen failed to hold a 5-3 ninth-inning lead. 

He started the 11th and allowed a single to Jed Lowrie before walking Khris Davis. After retiring Matt 
Olson on a fly ball, Jewell was replaced by Eduardo Paredes. 

When Paredes gave up Jonathan Lucroy’s game-winning single, Jewell had another career milestone: his 
first loss. 

“This experience will be good for them,” veteran Blake Parker said of the younger relievers. “We have 
confidence in them. I know the Angels do, too. We need some guys to step up. I think we have the right 
guys for that.” 

Etc. 
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Kole Calhoun is close to rejoining the Angels. He had another hit Sunday during his rehabilitation 
assignment at triple-A Salt Lake. He is six for 19 with three extra-base hits for the Bees and could be 
activated as early as Monday. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Heaney's gem spoiled as bullpen woes continue 

Angels squander two-run lead in 9th, fall in 11th 

By Eric He 

OAKLAND -- Blake Parker has fared well as the Angels' closer this season, but even he is not immune to 

the issues that have affected the Halos' bullpen of late. Los Angeles' relievers couldn't preserve a two-

run lead in the ninth and lost the game in extras Sunday, spoiling a gem from Andrew Heaney, who 

tossed eight strong innings in a 6-5 loss to the A's in 11 innings at the Coliseum. 

With the bases loaded and one out in the 11th, Eduardo Paredes gave up a walk-off single to Jonathan 

Lucroy, who hammered a pitch to center field to score Jed Lowrie. Jake Jewell, making just his second 

Major League appearance, started the inning by allowing the first two men to reach base. 

The Angels used five different relievers, including three in the ninth after manager Mike Scioscia pulled 

Heaney at 106 pitches. Parker entered the game ahead by two runs, but departed after surrendering a 

home run to Marcus Semien on the first pitch, then walking Chad Pinder and Khris Davis. Parker was 

ahead of the count on Davis, but walked him after throwing three straight balls. 

"You've got to make good pitches in this league," Parker said. "Can't be giving guys free bases and 

expect to get out of it and expect to win. You've got to go out and get ahead and put guys away." 

After Jose Alvarez struck out Matt Olson for the second out, Mark Canha tied the game with two outs 

on a soft single to center off Cam Bedrosian. 

Scioscia said it was one of the rare games where Parker didn't have his command, and neither did the 

rest of the bullpen. 

"Usually, [Parker's] able to spot that fastball where he wants," Scioscia said. "The guys who came out of 

the bullpen just brought too many walks with them. We put too many guys on base from the ninth 

inning on." 

The Angels' last two pitchers -- Jewell and Paredes -- were just brought up from Triple-A Salt Lake on 

Friday as part of a transaction that saw four regular players land on the disabled list. The Angels' roster 

is lacking depth, and the bullpen is no exception. On Saturday, it allowed four runs to the A's after the 

game was tied at 3 entering the sixth, and on Wednesday, Parker blew the save in an 8-6 loss to the 

Mariners. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/622161/eduardo-paredes
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/476704/jed-lowrie
http://m.mlb.com/player/657228/jake-jewell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543760/marcus-semien
http://m.mlb.com/player/640461/chad-pinder
http://m.mlb.com/player/501981/khris-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/621566/matt-olson
http://m.mlb.com/player/592192/mark-canha
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
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Scioscia said that starters like Heaney pitching deep into games will be important moving forward. 

"We need that so guys are able to get out there and maybe get the six outs we need [to close out a 

game]," Scioscia said. 

The bullpen struggles overshadowed Heaney's performance. He allowed a two-run homer to Canha in 

the second that gave the A's a 2-0 lead. But other than that pitch, a changeup left up, Heaney was 

efficient, striking out eight, allowing three hits and retiring 13 of 14 batters after Canha's home run. He 

issued just one walk. 

Heaney gave up a third run in the seventh on a sacrifice fly by Olson but finished strong, striking out the 

side in the eighth. 

"I felt like I got stronger as the game went on," Heaney said. "I had a little bit of a hard time getting 

ahead, working ahead early in the game, but then found a little bit better rhythm." 

The Angels hit the ball hard against A's starter Daniel Mengden, who allowed four runs in 5 2/3 

innings. Chris Young put the Angels on the board in the third with a solo homer, his second in as many 

days. Albert Pujols knocked in the next two runs for the Angels, an RBI single in the third and a solo blast 

in the sixth to give the Angels a 3-2 lead. 

The home run was Pujols' 625th career round-tripper and fourth in 12 games this month, putting him 

within five home runs of passing Ken Griffey Jr. for sixth all-time. 

The Angels tacked on another run in the sixth when Andrelton Simmons came home on a wild pitch by 

Mengden. In the seventh, Justin Upton singled in Ian Kinsler to give the Angels a 5-2 lead. MOMENT  

THAT MATTERED 

With one out in the top of the 10th, Simmons hit what looked like at least a double to left-center field, 

but Canha ran it down, making a 5-star grab. The catch had a 5 percent catch probability, the lowest 

probability on an A's catch this season. 

SOUND SMART 

Mike Trout reached base in all five plate appearances. In his last six games, Trout has a .684 batting 

average (13-for-19). He also recorded two hits for his 23rd multi-hit game of the season. 

HE SAID IT 

"We made them work early on, and they've picked us up every single time. They may be struggling now 

and some guys are having issues, and that's part of baseball. Everybody can't be going right at the same 

time; very rarely does that happen. I've had my fair share of bad games. I'm not going to judge another 

player. I know every single one of those guys out there is grinding to win games for this team, so I'm 

never going to doubt that, and that's what matters to me as a teammate." -- Heaney on the bullpen's 

recent struggles 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596043/daniel-mengden
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/catch-probability
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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UP NEXT 

With their nine-game road trip concluded, the Angels will begin a six-game homestand Monday against 

the Diamondbacks. Jaime Barria, who pitched well in a loss to the Mariners his last time out, will get the 

ball for Los Angeles. Arizona will counter with Zack Greinke (5-5, 3.87 ERA). Game time is 7:07 p.m. PT at 

Angel Stadium. 

 

Sunday’s top prospect performers* 

By Mike Rosenbaum 

California League pitchers are learning the hard way that Jo Adell's power is for real. 

Adell, the Angels' No. 1 prospect (No. 53 overall), connected on a leadoff home run before finishing 3-

for-4 with two RBIs as he led Class A Advanced Inland Empire past Rancho Cucamonga, 3-1. 

The homer was Adell's fifth in his past 10 games, during which he also has collected at least three hits on 

five occasions while hitting an even .500 (21-for-42). 

The 19-year-old outfielder has hit eight home runs in 25 games since being promoted to Inland Empire, 

while his season total now sits at 14 homers in 50 games including his time with Class A Burlington. 

What's more, Adell's last four home runs have all come in the first inning -- something he also did twice 

with Burlington. 

Altogether, the 2017 No. 10 overall Draft pick owns a .318/.373/.617 slash line with 30 extra-base hits, 

47 RBIs and 11 stolen bases in his first full season. 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Sarris: Breaking down the three biggest holes the Angels have to fill 

By Eno Sarris 

Any discussion about what the Angels need to do to push the Mariners for the wild-card spot is difficult. 
First, you have to address the elephant in the room, which is finding out if Shohei Ohtani will be part of 
the solution. Without him, scaling eight games on the Mariners might be too much to ask. 

Then again, the projections have the Mariners and Angels about equal going forward, without much 
help from Ohtani. What if the Angels could look at their current squad and find three places they can 
improve? If they could do some good work there, maybe they could push the Mariners — and if they do 
the right work, maybe they can improve themselves for this year and next. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/425844/zack-greinke
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
https://www.fangraphs.com/depthcharts.aspx?position=Standings
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They have to do what they can do to take advantage of having Mike Trout, the best player on the planet, 
during his peak. 

In the Lineup 

The Angels have put up the third-worst on-base percentage from the leadoff spot in the game. I’m not 
sure it’s a leadoff problem, though. Looking at the players who have manned that spot, you’ve got a 
perfectly capable Zack Cozart that would be above average. Once he’s healthy, the team could move 
him to the leadoff spot and be fine there. 

So if it’s not a leadoff problem, it could be an Ian Kinsler problem. The 35-year-old is putting up the 
worst numbers of his career and has been a bottom-half second baseman with the stick so far. But there 
are reasons to have hope, beyond the fact that he’s walking twice as often as he’s striking out and 
hitting for power so far this June. 

Kinsler is having his second best season by reach rate, so he’s still showing good discipline. He’s hitting 
fly balls so the power should be there. He might only be a tweak away from finding at least league 
average work with the bat. All he needs to do is improve on a nearly league-worst batting average on 
balls in play. 

“Baseball is such a weird game. You line out 10 times in a row, and you think maybe it’s time to try 
something new,” Kinsler said before a game this weekend.“The game tempts you to try to figure out 
why those balls are going directly at an infielder.” 

The problem is probably more about his pop-up rate. Kinsler is in the top 20 in infield fly-ball rate, and if 
you look at the list, there are plenty of bad batting averages on that list. 

Name Team BABIP PU 

Gary Sánchez Yankees 0.196 10.6% 

Jonathan Schoop Orioles 0.236 9.7% 

Carlos Santana Phillies 0.224 8.5% 

Mike Moustakas Royals 0.263 8.3% 

Matt Chapman Athletics 0.305 8.0% 

Albert Pujols Angels 0.260 7.8% 

Odúbel Herrera Phillies 0.337 7.7% 

Carlos Gomez Rays 0.220 7.6% 

Logan Morrison Twins 0.219 7.6% 

Brian Dozier Twins 0.246 7.5% 

JaCoby Jones Tigers 0.289 7.1% 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaderssplits.aspx?splitArr=19&strgroup=season&statgroup=2&startDate=2018-03-01&endDate=2018-11-01&filter=&position=B&statType=team&autoPt=false&players=&sort=7,1&pg=0&pageItems=30
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaderssplits.aspx?splitArr=19,202&strgroup=season&statgroup=2&startDate=2018-03-01&endDate=2018-11-01&filter=&position=B&statType=player&autoPt=true&players=&sort=7,1&pg=0&pageItems=30
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=12,a
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=12,a
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Zack Cozart Angels 0.244 7.1% 

Kevin Pillar Blue Jays 0.285 7.0% 

Billy Hamilton Reds 0.274 7.0% 

Cody Bellinger Dodgers 0.284 6.9% 

Gregory Polanco Pirates 0.232 6.9% 

Yangervis Solarte Blue Jays 0.252 6.6% 

Eduardo Núñez Red Sox 0.287 6.5% 

Yonder Alonso Indians 0.273 6.5% 

Ian Kinsler Angels 0.202 6.3% 

The good news is that Kinsler is working on this, too. 

“I always try to lower my fly-ball rate,” he said. “I think that’s built-in to me, I’m going to hit fly balls 
regardless, so it’s something I work on, like trying to hit the ball the other way. You have to work on your 
weaknesses as much as you can.” 

He’s made some progress in that recently. 

 

So maybe that recent downturn in fly-ball rate will bode well for Kinsler. But between that, and Cozart 
getting healthy, the leadoff problem may not be that dire. 

In the Field 

The Angels are ninth-worst at catcher, which maybe that’s not such a big deal, especially if your catcher 
is great at other things. Is Martin Maldanado good framer? Well no, it doesn’t look like it. The Angels are 
in bottom five by Baseball Prospectus’ framing stats. But, save for a short-term rental like Oakland’s 

https://www.fangraphs.com/depthcharts.aspx?position=C
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/sortable/index.php?cid=2517129
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Jonathan Lucroy, there might not be a market solution out there. It’s doubtful the Angels have the 
prospect pieces to get J.T. Realmuto from the Marlins, who also is a free agent after this season. 

A bigger problem might be sitting right there on the infield. The Angels are third-worst at first 
base, which is related to the Albert Pujols problem we brought up earlier in the season. That’s a long-
term problem, and it’s only gotten worse in the short term with Ohtani gone and Jefry Marte coming off 
a terrible May. The Angels will have to huddle soon and perhaps see if they can find a way to transition 
Pujols to the front office without letting this get too ugly at the end his Hall of Fame career. 

The good news about having a problem at first base is that first basemen seem undervalued around the 
league. Lucas Duda, a perfectly capable first baseman that has been 20 percent better than the league 
for his career, signed for only $3.5 million with the Royals, who would probably let him go for very little. 
Duda could help the team this year and audition to help them next year, as well, and he’s actually 
been hitting the ball better than his four homers suggest. 

Once he’s recovered from plantar fasciitis in his right foot, a small offer for Duda might help assure that 
Pujols’ glove gathers dust, and also give the team some options at DH once Marte is healthy. 

On the Pitching Staff 

Losing Ohtani might have been a bigger blow on the pitching side, as the Angels are trying to keep a staff 
with a dicey injury history together with duct tape. But if long-term injuries return for Garrett Richards, 
Andrew Heaney or Tyler Skaggs, they may just have to hope the team sticks together a little better next 
year. There aren’t going to be many starters on the trade market this summer, and spending to get one 
that they will control for many years may cost them more than they have. 

But maybe there is one facet of the pitching staff that they could fix, and fix for the long term. In the 
American League, against lefties, late in the game, only the Royals have been worse. The Angels need a 
late-inning reliever that can get lefties out. 

The Padres have Brad Hand, who has held lefties to a .546 OPS over his career. He’s saved 44 games in 
San Diego, so he knows how to pitch in the late innings. He’s been a top-10 reliever since he went to the 
pen. The best news is that he’s under team control until 2021. 

Maybe the Angels should approach the Padres about Hand and right-handed swingman Jordan Lyles? 
The Padres have an option on Lyles for next season, and the Angels could take an up-close view of Lyles 
and see if they want him on the staff next year. 

As fans, we always want the biggest names, and that makes sense. But the reality is that, right now, the 
Angels have about a 14 percent chance of making the playoffs. That’s decent, but — especially paired 
with the Ohtani news — it might just be confirmation that the team is headed in the right direction and 
2019 might be their year. 

If that’s the case, acquiring a few pieces that could help them next year (like Hand and Lyles) and making 
a small splash in the lineup (like Duda) is much more likely than a huge trade, especially for a rental 
superstar like Manny Machado. So, in the end, maybe the best news is that this is a solid team, their 

https://www.fangraphs.com/depthcharts.aspx?position=1B
https://www.fangraphs.com/depthcharts.aspx?position=1B
https://theathletic.com/393163/2018/06/15/roster-requirements-using-well-hit-percentage-to-boost-your-fantasy-team/
https://theathletic.com/393163/2018/06/15/roster-requirements-using-well-hit-percentage-to-boost-your-fantasy-team/
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaderssplits.aspx?splitArr=50,51,52,5,49&strgroup=season&statgroup=1&startDate=2018-03-01&endDate=2018-11-01&filter=&position=P&statType=team&autoPt=false&players=&sort=18,1&pg=0&pageItems=30
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=rel&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2016&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0
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biggest holes are common, and in places that might be easy to fix — even if some of those fixes come in 
the offseason, in preparation for a big 2019 run. 

 

Bowden: Here are six trades AL contenders should make before the deadline 

By Jim Bowden 

The American League is loaded with elite teams such as the New York Yankees, Boston Red Sox, Houston 
Astros and Cleveland Indians. Those teams probably don’t need to make a single move to get to the 
playoffs, but they should be looking to bolster weaknesses and improve their chances once they get 
there. 

In addition, the Seattle Mariners and Los Angeles Angels may be fighting for the final AL wild-card berth 
and might need to make a trade or two to get into the playoffs. 

Here are six trades I’d like to see happen by the AL’s top teams between now and the trade deadline: 

1. Yankees land Blake Snell from the Tampa Bay Rays for Justus Sheffield, Erik Swanson and Clint 
Frazier 

The Yankees are getting back to the postseason. The only question is will it be as AL East champions or 
as host of the AL wild-card game. However, getting to the World Series poses a greater challenge. To 
accomplish that they might need to trade for a starting pitcher capable of winning a Game 2 behind Luis 
Severino. CC Sabathia is solid as their third starter while Sonny Gray looks for consistency and Masahiro 
Tanaka tries to stay healthy after straining both hamstrings. The Yankees are blessed with two solid 
rookies with great potential in right-handers Domingo Germán and Jonathan Loaisiga, but to count on 
them this postseason would be foolish. Therefore, a trade for a top-of-rotation stud could be a 
difference-maker in the Yankees’ chances of winning another championship. 

The Yankees’ dream targets would include Jacob deGrom and Noah Syndergaard of the New York Mets, 
Blake Snell and Chris Archer of the Rays and Dylan Bundy of the Baltimore Orioles. Not all are necessarily 
on the trade block. Other options could include Cole Hamels of the Texas Rangers, Ervin Santana (if he 
ever gets healthy) of the Minnesota Twins, J.A. Happ of the Toronto Blue Jays and maybe even Brad 
Hand of the San Diego Padres, who is in the back of their bullpen but is capable of being an impact-type 
starting pitcher. 

I think Snell would be the best fit for the Yankees and an ideal No. 2 starter behind Severino. The 
Yankees would control Snell through 2022 and in time he should develop into a Cy Young Award 
candidate. He’s considered the fourth-best left-handed starting pitcher in the league behind Chris Sale 
and David Price of the archrival Sox and James Paxton of the Mariners. Snell, 25, is 8-4 with a 2.58 ERA 
and 97 punchouts in only 87.1 innings. 

In return, the Yankees would have to overpay with top pitching prospects Sheffield and Swanson, who 
would go right into the Rays’ starting rotation, and Frazier, who would immediately become their 
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starting left fielder with the talent to produce 20 home runs, 20 stolen bases and above-average 
defense. High price to pay, but it would be worth it if it pushes the Yankees to another title. 

2. Astros trade J.D. Davis and Jorge Alcala to the Kansas City Royals for Kelvin Herrera 

The Astros have tried Ken Giles, Chris Devenski and, most recently, Hector Rondon at closer. At times, all 
have shown they can handle the job, but the Astros could use an upgrade before they get back to the 
postseason, or manager A.J. Hinch might turn to one of his starting pitchers (like Lance McCullers Jr.) to 
take that role again in October. There are two perfect fits for the Astros: Brad Hand of the Padres or 
Kelvin Herrera of the Royals. However, it appears they won’t be able to land Hand without including one 
of their top prospects, including outfielder Kyle Tucker and/or top pitching prospect Forrest Whitley. 
Therefore, Herrera becomes the most likely closer they could acquire. The Astros might be willing to 
overpay for Herrera, perhaps offering right-handed power-hitting first baseman/third baseman J.D. 
Davis and right-handed pitching prospect Alcala, who has a 2.84 ERA at both Corpus Christi and Buies 
Creek with 56 strikeouts in 50.2 innings. Herrera would give the Astros their best chance of winning 
back-to-back World Series. 

3. Indians acquire Raisel Iglesias and Amir Garrett from the Cincinnati Reds for Francisco Mejia and 
Shane Bieber 

The Indians have the starting pitching, offense and defense to win the World Series. However, what 
they’re lacking is quality bullpen depth in front of closer Cody Allen and set-up reliever Andrew Miller 
(when he’s healthy). The Indians need to trade for a couple relievers if they want to win the World 
Series. The Indians’ window to win is right now and they’ll have to pay a huge price for that opportunity. 
Trading top hitting prospect Mejia, who would play left field for the Reds immediately, and right-handed 
pitcher Bieber, who would immediately go into the Reds’ rotation, would be painful for Cleveland. 
However, both Iglesias and Garrett are shutdown relievers and putting them in front of Allen and Miller 
would put the Indians in prime position. Garrett has a 2.19 ERA and 0.97 WHIP with 41 strikeouts in 37 
innings, while Iglesias has a 2.25 ERA and 1.04 WHIP with 33 strikeouts in 28 innings. 

4. Red Sox obtain Shane Greene from the Detroit Tigers for Jalen Beeks, Josh Ockimey and Alex 
Scherff 

Boston’s starting rotation woes have recently been resolved with the reemergence of knuckleballer 
Steven Wright, who is 2-1 with a 1.23 ERA thanks to three strong starts (he went 13-6 with a 3.33 ERA in 
2016).  In addition, lefty Eduardo Rodriguez is finally healthy, and he’s already 9-1 with a 3.59 ERA, 
leaving the return of starter Drew Pomeranz without a spot in the deep rotation. Therefore, the Red 
Sox’s biggest need is bullpen depth and although they might not have enough left in the farm system 
thanks to recent trades, injuries and PED suspensions to acquire stud relievers like Hand, Herrera or 
Iglesias, they do have enough to acquire Greene. 

Perhaps a deal of left-handed pitcher Beeks, first baseman Ockimey and right-handed pitcher Scherff 
could land Greene. Greene, 29, is 2-3 with a 3.57 ERA and 19 saves, and would provide depth in the 
bullpen. 

5. Mariners acquire Dan Straily from the Miami Marlins for Wyatt Mills and Matt Festa 
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No one has made more trades than Jerry Dipoto since he took over as the Mariners GM. And last month 
he landed reliever Alex Colomé and outfielder Denard Span from the Rays for two pitching prospects. 
The Mariners shouldn’t stop there, and though they don’t have enough farm-system depth to get a top-
of-rotation pitcher, they do have enough to land a useful starter. A trade for Straily would protect the 
Mariners from injury or second-half decline from some of their starters who have overachieved in the 
first half. Straily, 29, is 2-2 with a 4.23 ERA after nine starts, but is coming off back-to-back double-digit 
win seasons. He was 14-8 with a 3.76 ERA for the Reds in 2016 and last year went 10-9 with a 4.26 ERA 
in 33 starts for the Marlins. A trade of right-handed reliever Mills, who has a nasty slider, and right-
handed starter Festa could get it done, especially since the Mariners will be picking up the remainder of 
Straily’s $3.375 million salary. 

6. Angels obtain Cole Hamels from the Rangers for Taylor Ward and Brandon Marsh 

Ward, 24, was the Angels’ first-round pick in 2015 and there is no doubt he is going to hit, with the only 
question being how much power he’ll provide. In addition, the Rangers would acquire outfielder Marsh, 
the Angels’ second-round draft pick in 2016, giving the Rangers two high-ceiling prospects—which 
would be better than getting the draft pick compensation they would receive if Hamels departs in free 
agency this offseason. Hamels would give the Angels protection if Shohei Ohtani can’t to return to the 
rotation later this summer. 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Lucroy's RBI single in 11th send Athletics past Angels 6-5 

OAKLAND, Calif. -- Jonathan Lucroy flied out in his first chance at getting the winning hit. The next time 
up, he didn't miss. 

Lucroy hit an RBI single off the center-field wall with the bases loaded in the 11th inning and the 
Athletics capped their comeback Sunday with a 6-5 win over the Los Angeles Angels. 

"They stacked the left side up, so you don't want to roll into a double play right there," Lucroy said. "I 
was trying to stay inside the ball and hit it somewhere up the middle or the other way." 

The A's rallied for two runs in the ninth to tie it at 5, an inning that ended when Lucroy hit a flyball with 
runners on first and second. 

Jed Lowrie led off the 11th with a single and Jake Jewell (0-1) hit Khris Daviswith a pitch. After Matt 
Olson flied out, Eduardo Paredes replaced Jewell and walked Mark Canha to load the bases. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia brought left fielder Justin Upton in for a five-man infield but it didn't 
matter. Lucroy hit a deep drive to win it. 

"We had a couple guys coming out of the bullpen just brought too many walks with them and hit 
batters," Scioscia said. "We put too many guys on base from the ninth inning on and those guys got it 
done." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30456/jonathan-lucroy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29074/jed-lowrie
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34957/jake-jewell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31478/khris-davis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32767/matt-olson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32767/matt-olson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36047/eduardo-paredes
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31670/mark-canha
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
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Canha hit an early two-run homer, and added a tying single with two outs in the ninth. Marcus 
Semien homered to begin the Oakland ninth. 

Blake Treinen (4-1) got the win. 

Angels slugger Albert Pujols hit his 625th career home run 

It was another blown save for Scioscia's bullpen, the 15th by the Angels this season. 

Blake Parker gave up two runs in the ninth. He also had a blown save Wednesday in Seattle. Canha's 
tying single came off Cam Bedrosian. 

"We made them work early on and they picked us up every single time," Angels starter Andrew 
Heaney said. "They may be struggling now and some guys are having their issues and that's part of 
baseball." 

Chris Young homered and Mike Trout reached base five times for the Angels. 

Pujols' drive off Daniel Mengden was his fourth this month and 11th overall this season. It also moved 
the Angels' 38-year-old slugger within five home runs of tying Ken Griffey Jr. for sixth place all time. 

Pujols also had an RBI single in the third. 

Trout had homered in four of his previous six games. He had singles in the fifth and ninth, walked twice 
and was hit by a pitch. 

NICE BUT NOTHING TO SHOW 

Heaney allowed Canha's home run in the second and a sacrifice fly to Olson in the seventh. Beyond that, 
the left-hander was stellar with eight strikeouts in eight innings. "One mistake to Canha that was a 
changeup down the heart of the plate," Scioscia said. "Outside of that he was dotting that outside 
corner, moving the ball in and changing speeds with his breaking ball all day." 

LOSING CONTROL 

Mengden has issued 10 walks in his three June starts. He had only eight in his first 12 starts. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Athletics: 3B Matt Chapman (right thumb contusion) added throwing to his regimen, one day before his 
scheduled visit with a hand specialist in Los Angeles. Chapman's biggest hurdle remains swinging a bat. 
... LHP Brett Anderson(strained left shoulder) is headed for Arizona to pitch in extended spring training. 

UP NEXT 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32146/marcus-semien
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32146/marcus-semien
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32185/blake-treinen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30517/blake-parker
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31716/cam-bedrosian
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32672/andrew-heaney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32672/andrew-heaney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6514/chris-young
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35096/daniel-mengden
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33857/matt-chapman
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30041/brett-anderson
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Angels: RHP Jaime Barria (5-2, 2.61 ERA) faces the Arizona Diamondbacks in the opener of a two-game 
series Monday in Anaheim. Barria's ERA is the lowest among all rookies with at least 40 innings this 
season. 

Athletics: RHP Paul Blackburn (1-1, 11.05 ERA) starts against the San Diego Padres on Tuesday to begin 
Oakland's 10-game road trip. 

 

                 FROM ESPN.COM       

How Mike Trout stacks up to MLB's greats as he closes in on 1,000 games 

By David Schoenfield and Sam Miller 

It seems like yesterday that Mike Trout was called up to the majors in 2011, still a teenager. It seems like 
yesterday when he had a rookie season for the ages in 2012 and we had that bare-knuckle MVP debate 
between Trout and Miguel Cabrera. Trout is having his best season yet, leading the majors in home runs 
(23), runs (60), walks (60), OBP (.459), OPS (1.147) and WAR (6.3). Somehow, he's also closing in on 
1,000 career games. As he reaches this milestone (it will be Thursday if he doesn't miss any games), let's 
compare some of his numbers to how some other famous ballplayers did through 1,000 games. 

The number: 1,123 

That's Trout's career hits total. Pete Rose, the all-time hits leader, was at 1,231 hits through 1,000 career 
games, so in theory Trout isn't too far behind Rose. Except you're going not catch Rose from behind. 
Rose actually got more hits in his next thousand games than his first thousand -- 1,289. He was also an 
amazingly durable player all the way into his 40s. Plus, singles aren't Trout's game, and he draws too 
many walks to get the 200 hits a year like Rose did. So this is one record Trout probably won't be chasing 
down ... unless he plays until he's 48. Hey, Julio Franco did it. -- David Schoenfield 

Chasing History 

Where the all-time leaders in six categories stood after their first 1,000 games. 

 ALL-TIME LEADER MIKE TROUT* 

Hits Pete Rose, 1,231 1,123 

TB Hank Aaron, 2,221 2,097 

HR Barry Bonds, 172 224 

Runs Rickey Henderson, 795 752 

BB Barry Bonds, 603 631 

WAR Barry Bonds, 50 60.5 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34956/jaime-barria
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32776/paul-blackburn
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5544/miguel-cabrera
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 ALL-TIME LEADER MIKE TROUT* 

* Through 997 games 

The number: 2 

That's the longest streak of games, since Trout was called up for good in April 2012, in which he failed to 
reach base. Two! Willie Mays had three streaks of at least three goose eggs during his first 1,000 games 
played, Barry Bonds had a streak of four and three threes, Ken Griffey Jr. had a four and a three, and 
even Ted Williams -- the most precocious on-base machine in history -- airballed three straight games in 
1939, when he was 20. The Angels' hitters alone have managed 197 streaks of three games or longer 
since 2012 (excluding their pitchers), but Trout is slump-proof. Indeed, he has 13 "streaks" of two games 
without reaching base, and in the 13 games following them he has hit .326/.412/.558. There's no such 
thing as a cold Mike Trout; just hot Mike Trout and regular Mike Trout. -- Sam Miller 

The number: 60.5 

Chuck Finley's career WAR in an Angels uniform was 52.1, most in franchise history, so our man blew 
past Finley last season. Finley was a terrific pitcher: He won 200 games, made five All-Star teams (four 
with the Angels) and had three 7-WAR seasons. Still, it took him 14 seasons to get 50 WAR. 

Trout's dominance over the best position players in Angels history is even more pronounced. Jim Fregosi 
(45.9 in 1,429 games) and Tim Salmon (40.6 in 1,672 games) rank second and third on the WAR list. 
What's most interesting is the Angels have never had a longtime superstar position player. Rod Carew 
won seven batting titles, but all came with the Twins. They traded Jim Edmonds when he had plenty left 
in the tank. Vladimir Guerrero won an MVP award, but his best seasons came with the Expos. Troy Glaus 
got hurt and was traded away. Put it this way: The six best offensive seasons in Angels history all belong 
to Trout, via Baseball-Reference.com's offensive WAR. It will be the top seven after 2018 and probably 
the top eight after 2019 and the top nine after 2020. And then Trout becomes a free agent and all hell 
breaks loose. -- Schoenfield 

Mr. Halo 

Where Mike Trout ranks among the all-time Angels. 

  RANK FRANCHISE LEADER 

Hits 1,109 8th Garret Anderson (2,368) 

HR 220 4th Tim Salmon (299) 

Runs 744 5th Garret Anderson (1,024) 

RBIs 608 8th Garret Anderson (1,292) 

BB 623 4th Tim Salmon (970) 

SB 178 3rd Chone Figgins (280) 
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  RANK FRANCHISE LEADER 

HBP 57 5th Brian Downing (105) 

The number: 36.5 

Trout's win probability added -- the cumulative change in the Angels' win probability before he comes to 
the plate and afterward -- is the third highest, through 1,000 career games, by any hitter since 1920. 
He's tied with Albert Pujols (36.5) and could pass him before he plays No. 1,000 on Thursday. Trout is 
obviously a phenomenal hitter, but it's easy to miss that he also has been a very timely one, with the 
eighth-highest OPS (through age 26) with runners in scoring position. In his first 1,000 games, he has had 
a positive WPA in 569 of them, more than anybody but Frank Thomas and Pujols. -- Miller 

The number: .308 

That's Trout's career batting average -- better than Ken Griffey Jr.'s .303 mark through his first 1,000 
games. Maybe this doesn't surprise you, but as somebody who lived in Seattle during peak Griffey and 
watched most of those 1,000 games, I still envision the young Griffey as a line-drive machine who also 
mixed in towering home runs. Griffey did hit .327 in 1991 and .323 in 1994, but the cumulative average 
is dragged down by a .264 mark as a rookie and .258 in 1995, when he broke his wrist. As Griffey got into 
his mid-20s, I think he became much more pull-conscious at the plate. This resulted in back-to-back 56-
homer seasons, but made him a little more susceptible to outside pitches, and in his final two seasons in 
Seattle he hit .284 and .285. He ended up with eight .300 seasons, but only one of those after age 27. 
Oh, and note this: Trout's career OPS+ of 175 is higher than Griffey's single-season high of 171. His 
average season is better than the best of an inner-circle all-time great. -- Schoenfield 

The number: 2,964 

Trout's genius, it has been said many times, is less one skill than a collection of them. He doesn't 
necessarily lead the league in any individual stat every year, but he's always near the top in everything, 
and in any single year he can lead the league in almost anything. He hits singles, he hits for power, he 
draws walks, he steals bases. 

So that number above is how many "total" bases we figure he has been responsible for: everything he's 
generated with singles, doubles, triples and homers, but also walks, hit-by-pitches and stolen bases. 
Only four hitters rank above him through 1,000 games, and the names on the list -- Ted Williams, Lou 
Gehrig, Frank Thomas, Hank Greenberg -- all hint at the further greatness of Trout: it's two first 
basemen, a left fielder and a designated hitter. Trout is an above-average defensive center fielder. He 
could hit .240 without power and he'd have had a long major league career, but instead he hits like Ted 
Williams and Frank Thomas. -- Miller 

The number: 631 

That's Trout's career walks total. OK, setting the all-time mark for walks isn't going to lead to mass 
hysteria and SportsCenter specials, but walks are good. Walks are not outs. Walks lead to runs. Trout is 
on his way to leading the American League in runs for the fifth time and that's because he gets on base a 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
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lot. Anyway, Barry Bonds is the career leader in walks and he had 603 through 1,000 games, so Trout is 
ahead of his pace. 

The catch: That was well before pitchers just stopped pitching to Bonds. His first 1,000 games takes him 
to late September 1992, his final season with the Pirates. That was the first year he led the league in 
walks, with 127 -- including 32 intentional. At that point, he averaged 0.60 walks per game. Over the rest 
of his career, he averaged 0.98 walks per game. Things got obscene when Bonds broke baseball from 
2001 to 2004: He averaged 189 walks per season and received a ridiculous 232 free passes in 2004 -- an 
absurd 120 of them intentional. If you weren't watching baseball in 2004, you wouldn't believe the 
numbers. 

Now, the game has changed in the decade-plus since Bonds' crazy peak and intentional walks aren't 
issued with the same overall frequency, but Trout has received just 69 intentional walks in his career. 
Trout is a patient hitter, but no batter ever controlled the strike zone like Bonds, with the possible 
exception of Ted Williams. Trout is on pace for 131 walks this season. That would leave him 1,856 walks 
short of Bonds' record of 2,558. He would need to average 130 walks per season for 14.3 more seasons 
to catch Bonds. It's possible; Trout would be 41. -- Schoenfield 

The numbers: 178 steals, 224 homers 

Remember, when Trout came up, this was the scouting report: "He projects to hit 18-25 home runs 
annually." He was strong and it was thought he would eventually grow into that power projection, but 
he was a 10-homer guy in the minors. He was never supposed to be the guy who would lead the league 
in dingers, or challenge 50. This year, he's on pace to do both. 

Also, when Trout came up, this was the scouting report: "There are fair concerns about him remaining a 
burner, as 220-pound 80 runners are unheard of." He was going to be a game-changing runner initially, 
but speed ages early and hard, and particularly with Trout's size and the demands of his position it was 
likely he'd become a different, more stationary player. This year, he's on pace to steal 29 without getting 
caught. 

We're almost 1,000 games in: He's one of the great power hitters of all time, against the odds. He's still 
one of the great runners in the game, against the odds. He could go 50/30 this year. Nobody has ever 
done that, but then, nobody has ever had more home runs and steals through 1,000 games than Trout. -
- Miller 

Base hits, extra base hits and stolen bases 

Players with a .300 BA, 450 XBH, 150 SB in their first 1,000 career games (players that debut since 1900) 

 BA XBH SB 

Mike Trout .308 483 178 

Willie Mays .316 494 169 

Alex Rodriguez .311 510 152 

https://www.baseballprospectus.com/prospects/article/15944/future-shock-angels-top-11-prospects/
https://www.baseballprospectus.com/prospects/article/12680/future-shock-los-angeles-angels-of-anaheim-top-11-prospects/
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 BA XBH SB 

>>Source: Elias Sports Bureau 

The number: 74 

He already has as much or more WAR than 74 position-player Hall of Famers and more than 56 modern-
era Hall of Fame players at any non-pitcher position. That includes modern legends such as Mike Piazza, 
Vladimir Guerrero, Willie Stargell and Kirby Puckett, or less-recent legends such Harmon Killebrew, Yogi 
Berra, Hank Greenberg, Joe Medwick or George Sisler. 

Trout hasn't even played the minimum 10 seasons needed for eligibility. -- Schoenfield 

The number: 26 years, 318 days 

That's how old he'll be when he plays game No. 1,000, and don't underestimate either what an 
accomplishment it is to reach 1,000 so young, nor how significant it could end up being to his legacy. 
Trout made his debut young, established himself as a regular almost immediately, has stayed healthy for 
almost his entire career, and rarely takes a day off. Only 35 players reached game 1,000 at a younger 
age. 

As we start thinking about where Trout will end up in his career, that's going to matter. It's not just that 
he has outhomered Bonds through 1,000 games, or that he has more WAR, but that he's a year younger 
than Bonds was at this point. According to ZiPS projections, Trout has an estimated 25 percent chance of 
breaking Bonds' WAR record, and a 10 percent chance of breaking the home runs record. Beyond those, 
Trout has outside shots at breaking the records for career runs or hits. -- Miller 

 

Power Rankings: A new No. 1 and NL contenders make their moves* 

It might be like this all season among baseball's power trio. Riding the strength of their 11-game win 
streak, the Astros reclaimed the top spot in our rankings in the latest reshuffling of the top three teams. 
Houston's stretch of dominance was enough to convince four voters to put them No. 1, with the 
Yankees retaining the remaining first-place vote. But look past that three-legged race for bragging rights 
as baseball's best and you'll find some different clubs cementing their spots at the top of the MLB 
pecking order. The Mariners cracked the top five on the strength of a sweep of the Angels, while going 
2-2 against the Red Sox. And the slate of contenders in the National League is starting to firm up beyond 
the Cubs and Nationals -- the usual suspects. The Braves and Brewers have made it clear they're not 
going anywhere anytime soon, while the Dodgers, in making their successful return to the top 10, have 
almost entirely recovered from their slow start to the season. And the Diamondbacks, who looked 
doomed just a few weeks ago, have proved resilient enough to climb back on top in the NL West race. 

That said, there's still some significant jockeying for position going on. The Rockies made the biggest 
move, climbing up three rungs in the rankings, while the Nationals took the biggest fall, dropping three 
spots, yet clinging to their top-10 status for the time being. And we wound up with our fourth different 
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team cycling through the bottom spot in four weeks, as the Orioles burrowed beyond the Royals (and 
the White Sox and Marlins) to be the latest inhabitant of baseball's basement. It's a sign of the times 
that three of those teams are on pace for 100-plus losses this season. 

This week, our panel of voters is composed of David Schoenfield, Eric Karabell, Tim Kurkjian, Bradford 
Doolittle and Sarah Langs. 

12. Los Angeles Angels 

Record: 38-34 
Week 10 ranking: 12 

Shohei Ohtani obviously grabbed the headlines, but now he has plenty of company on the disabled list 
in Anaheim. The Angels currently have 14 players on the DL, easily the most in the majors. Along with 
Ohtani, the Angels placed Garrett Richards and Nick Tropeano on the DL last week, joining fellow 
starters Matt Shoemaker and JC Ramirez. They already are without relievers Keynan Middleton, Blake 
Wood and Jim Johnson. At least Mike Troutremains on pace to break Babe Ruth's record for the most 
single-season WAR in MLB history. -- Casella 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

Angels up against Diamondbacks, Greinke in series opener 

The Los Angeles Angels haven't faced right-hander Zack Greinke since the 2015 season, but they've 
continued to feel his effects. 

By STATS 

The Los Angeles Angels haven't faced right-hander Zack Greinke since the 2015 season, but they've 
continued to feel his effects. 

Greinke (5-5. 3.97 ERA) is scheduled to start when the Arizona Diamondbacks open a three-game series 
Monday night at Angel Stadium. 

The Angels (38-34) have lost five of their past six to fall eight games back of the final American League 
wild card. 

The Diamondbacks (39-32) dropped their past two after winning six of seven. Their lead in the National 
League West has dwindled to 1 1/2 games over the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

The Angels remain just as starved for playoff success as they were in July 2012 when they acquired 
Greinke in a deal that sent young infield prospect Jean Segura to the Milwaukee Brewers as part of the 
package. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30892/garrett-richards
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33170/nick-tropeano
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28531/jim-johnson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/ARI/arizona-diamondbacks
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It was an exciting time in Anaheim. 

Albert Pujols, a three-time NL Most Valuable Player, was in his first season with the Angels at age 32. Los 
Angeles center fielder Mike Trout was in his first full season in the majors and already an All-Star. 

Greinke even did his part, going 6-2 with a 3.53 ERA in the last two months with the Angels, but they 
missed the playoffs for a third straight season and he opted to sign with the Dodgers in the offseason. 

Still in his prime, Greinke went 51-15 in three seasons with the Dodgers and helped them reach the 
playoffs each year. 

Meanwhile, Segura was named an NL All-Star a year after he was traded by the Angels and the 28-year-
old shortstop continues to improve. Only now he's in the AL West with the Seattle Mariners and playing 
a key part. 

After Segura was traded to the Diamondbacks and he led the NL in hits in 2016, he was dealt to the 
Mariners, where he entered the weekend with the second-highest batting average in the majors (.344). 

The Mariners lead the Angels by eight games for the final AL wild card. 

Meanwhile, the Angels are still seeking their first playoff win since 2009. 

They've had success when facing Greinke in the past. He's 3-5 with 3.91 ERA in 12 career appearances 
against the Angels, including 11 starts. 

Several Angels players have also hit well against Greinke during their careers. 

Luis Valbuena is 11-for-26, Pujols and Justin Upton are each 10-for-29, and Trout is 5-for-15. 

They'll try to drop Greinke's season record below .500, something he hasn't experienced this late in a 
season since 2010. 

"As long as I'm able to make good pitches, it's fine," Greinke told reporters after his last start. 

The Angels will have one of their most successful starters this season ready to oppose Greinke. 

Jaime Barria (5-2, 2.61) has solidified himself as a regular starter for the Angels, both through his 
performance and injuries to other pitchers. 

He took the loss in his last outing, but even that performance included plenty of positives. The 21-year-
old right-hander went five innings against the Mariners, allowing three runs (two earned) and eight hits 
in the 6-3 loss. 

"I think Jaime has definitely pitched himself onto our depth chart from spring," Angels manager Mike 
Scioscia told reporters last week. "We're encouraged at how much he's grown, where he is right now 
and how much he'll help us this year. There's no doubt, he's pitched his way into more looks for us." 
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Barria has allowed more than two earned runs in just one of eight starts this season. 

 

                 FROM NBC SPORTS       

Rob Manfred says DH in the National League “is a continuing source of 
conversation” 

By Craig Calcaterra 

Missed this yesterday, but Rob Manfred, fresh off the quarterly owners meetings, said that the DH in the 
National League, while not imminent or agreed upon or anything, is moving closer to reality. From 
WFAN: 

Following the quarterly owners’ meeting Thursday, Manfred indicated that progress has been made 
on an issue that has been hotly debated for decades. 

“I think that is a continuing source of conversation among the ownership group, and I think that the 
dialogue actually probably moved a little bit,” Manfred said. 

I probably don’t need to rehash my feelings on the matter for the eleventy-billioninth time. Short 
version: (a) as an NL-leaning partisan I like pitchers batting subjectively, for reasons that are hard to 
explain but which are wrapped up in emotion and custom and habit and all of that; but (b) it makes no 
logical sense for pitchers to bat because they can’t do it well, Major League clubs have no desire for 
them to even pretend to do it well and because having two sets of rules for the leagues is unfair and 
works to the disadvantage of AL teams when playing in NL parks. 

The opinions aside — and I know you have yours and will fill the comments with them — the discussion 
of an NL DH could serve as a point in labor negotiations going forward, given that position players and 
DHs tend to make more money than the last arm on a pitching staff, and thus the players may very well 
want 15 more DH jobs. Not saying that cuts too deeply, especially given that there are very few full-time 
DHs anymore — only four guys have qualified for the batting title at DH in the AL this year — but it’s not 
nothing. I can imagine Major League Baseball offering a universal DH to the players in the next CBA in 
exchange for something else. 

Either way, I feel like we’ll have it within the next ten years or so. 

 

 

https://wfan.radio.com/articles/news/rob-manfred-designated-hitter-national-league-gaining-momentum
https://wfan.radio.com/articles/news/rob-manfred-designated-hitter-national-league-gaining-momentum

