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Twins show grit in hitfest, but fall to Cubs 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- It was a wild game that saw Joe Mauer drive home three more runs, Eddie Rosario smack a two-run homer, Willians Astudillo get 
his first Major League hit and three players exit due to heat illness over 3 hours and 46 minutes, but it ended with yet another loss for the Twins. 
 
Minnesota pitchers combined to give up 20 hits -- 17 singles and three doubles -- in a 14-9 loss to the Cubs on a Saturday afternoon at Wrigley 
Field that saw the temperature rise to 95 degrees with a heat index of 107. It was the Twins' seventh loss over their past nine games, dropping 
them to a season-worst nine games under .500. 
 
"We just couldn't keep them off base -- they had a lot of singles," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "They kept hitting them in the right spot. 
They were grinding, particularly after we had taken the lead in the fifth inning. You just try to find a way to get off the field, and they just kept 
getting hits." 
 
Lefty Adalberto Mejia, making his season debut, was spotted a three-run lead with Mauer connecting on a three-run double off right-hander Tyler 
Chatwood in the second, a day after Mauer drove in five runs. But Mejia gave up three runs in the bottom of the third with the Cubs connecting on 
four straight singles to open the frame. He gave up a go-ahead run in the fourth on a sacrifice fly from Albert Almora Jr. despite a great diving 
catch by Jake Cave in center. 
 
"The first couple innings, I felt good," Mejia said. "Around the third inning, it just got really hot out there." 
 
But the Twins retook the lead with a four-run fifth, keyed by Rosario's team-leading 18th homer of the year. Ehire Adrianza added a two-run 
single to give Minnesota a 7-4 lead. Rosario, though, exited in the bottom of the inning with heat illness. 
 
The lead was also short-lived, as the Cubs came right back with five runs in the bottom of the inning with both Addison Reed and Zach Duke 
struggling. The Cubs had seven hits in the inning, all of which were singles. Reed was charged with four runs while recording two outs, and Duke 
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was charged with one. 
 
Minnesota tied it with two runs in the sixth against former Twins lefty Brian Duensing, with Eduardo Escobar providing a sacrifice fly and 
Astudillo bringing home a run with an RBI single on the first pitch he'd seen in his career. 
 
"I just went out there to have fun, to support my teammates and do my best," Astudillo said through an interpreter. "I was just trying to put the ball 
in play, make good contact, and I just hit the first pitch." 
 
But it was far from enough with another five-run inning from the Cubs in the seventh, as right-hander Trevor Hildenberger uncharacteristically 
struggled, snapping a scoreless streak of 18 innings dating back to May 18. He loaded the bases with no outs, giving up an RBI single to Jason 
Heyward just over the head of Adrianza with the infield in. Javier Baez added a two-run double that deflected off Adrianza's glove. Willson 
Contreras knocked a sacrifice fly, and Addison Russell singled with the bases loaded to bring in Baez. 
 
"We fought, we got back even at 9," Molitor said. "And they pulled away." 
 
THREE EXIT WITH HEAT ILLNESS 
Rosario left the game in the fifth inning, as he began experiencing heat illness while playing left field, while catcher Bobby Wilson exited in the 
sixth after drawing a leadoff walk and eventually scoring on a sacrifice fly. Rosario was replaced by Astudillo in left, while Mitch Garver took 
over for Wilson in the bottom of the sixth. Right fielder Max Kepler then exited the game in the eighth inning, forcing Logan Morrison to take 
over in left with Astudillo in center and Robbie Grossman in right. 
 
"All the guys talked about faintness and nausea," Molitor said. "You worry about a guy just kneeling out there and passing out or whatever. I give 
Bobby credit for trying to get around the bases there. I didn't know if he was going to be able to catch or not. When he got in, we realized it was 
too risky." More > 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Cave made a great diving catch in center to rob Almora of extra bases in the fourth inning, but it brought home a run on sacrifice fly. Almora 
tipped his cap to Cave after the catch. It was a three-star catch, per Statcast™, as it had a catch percentage of 70 percent. He needed to cover 75 
feet in 4.6 seconds to make the diving grab. 
 
"I've been on the other side of that," Almora said. "You did all you could in that at-bat to come through for your team. Sometimes you just need to 
tip your cap. It's about respect." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Never had to deal with it. You never want to come out of a Major League game. When you can't really see and your head is spinning and you 
don't really know what's going on, it's tough to leave you in there." -- Wilson, who grew up in Florida and played in Texas for the Rangers from 
2015-16 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Lance Lynn (5-6, 4.81 ERA) will start for the Twins in the series finale against the Cubs on Sunday at 1:20 p.m. CT at Wrigley 
Field. Lynn is coming off a loss against the White Sox, allowing five runs (four earned) on eight hits over five-plus innings. He has a 2.83 ERA in 
five June starts. The Cubs will start veteran lefty Jon Lester (10-2, 2.18 ERA). 
 
Rosario, Wilson, Kepler day to day after exiting 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The Twins saw three players leave with heat-related illnesses in Saturday's 14-9 loss to the Cubs at Wrigley Field, as left fielder 
Eddie Rosario exited in the bottom of the fifth inning, catcher Bobby Wilson left in the sixth and right fielder Max Kepler was removed in the 
eighth. All three received intravenous fluids upon leaving and are considered day to day. 
 
"When the conditions are like that, you do the best you can to prepare them with nutrition and hydration and all those things, but it overtook three 
of our guys today," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "And [the Cubs] had one on their side [Albert Almora] with cramping that was heat-related, 
too. So it was just tough." 
 
After hitting a go-ahead two-run homer in the top of the fifth inning, Rosario left the game when Molitor and trainer Tony Leo paid him a visit in 
left field. Rosario was 2-for-3 with a single in the first inning and a go-ahead two-run homer as part of a four-run fifth for the Twins. But with 
Willson Contreras at the plate with one out, Rosario motioned for a trainer and was removed. 
 
The temperature at game time was recorded at 91 degrees, and it rose to 95 degrees with a heat index of 107. Home-plate umpire Hunter 
Wendelstedt wore a wet towel around his neck in an attempt to beat the heat. 
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Rosario was replaced in left field by Willians Astudillo, who made his Major League debut after getting called up on Friday. Rosario gave 
Astudillo his glove as he left the field. Astudillo went on to single on the first pitch of his career, tying the game on an RBI single to center off 
former Twins lefty Brian Duensing in the sixth. 
 
Wilson sparked the Twins' two-run rally in the sixth with a leadoff walk, and he was immediately attended to at first base by Molitor and trainer 
Masamichi Abe. First-base coach Jeff Smith brought him two cups of water, one of which was drank by Wilson, while the other was poured over 
his neck. Wilson remained in the game and scored on a sacrifice fly from Eduardo Escobar. After the half-inning, Wilson was replaced behind the 
plate by catcher Mitch Garver. 
 
"My heart was fluttering," Wilson said. "I couldn't catch my breath. I felt dizzy. Started getting a headache. Just felt like a long time out there and 
trying to rush out to the box to get a hit, and of course, having that at-bat and tagging from first and tagging from second and tagging from third. 
Just couldn't even hold a conversation in the dugout. They just wanted me to get looked at. Saw the doctors. One of those days. Hot, long innings. 
That's never happened to me before." 
 
Kepler's exit came in the bottom of the eighth, and it forced Astudillo to center field with Logan Morrison taking over in left. Kepler went 1-for-4 
with a run scored. 
 
Jake Cave robbed Albert Almora Jr. with a diving catch and got two hat tips 
Michael Clair | MLB.com | June 30, 2018 
 
Plato's Allegory of the Cave is about how the pursuit of truth can often lead to startling revelations regarding the nature of our reality. The 
Allegory of Jake Cave is about how a man's pursuit of a fly ball can lead to a startling robbery of what would otherwise be an extra-base hit.  
 
In the bottom of the fourth inning of Saturday's steamy hot Twins-Cubs game (game started at 91 degrees), Albert Almora Jr. learned this allegory 
the hard way. With David Bote on third base, the outfielder laced a hard drive to the gap. Cave raced after it and dove for the ball to steal the hit 
away.  
 
While the run still came around to score on the sacrifice fly, Almora had no choice but to tip his helmet in appreciation for the defensive wonder. 
PItcher Adalberto Mejia did the same.  
 
Guess they're big fans of the classics. 
 
Buxton progressing, but return date uncertain 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Center fielder Byron Buxton continues to make progress during his rehab assignment with Triple-A Rochester, but there's still no 
timetable for his return. There remains a chance that he could be optioned instead of reinstated from the disabled list once his rehab assignment 
ends. 
 
Buxton, on the DL with a fractured left big toe, began his rehab assignment on June 19, which allows him to remain on it until July 8. He has hit 
.206/.250/.324 with one homer and four RBIs in nine games with Rochester. 
 
"It's one of those things where we try to take time out of the equation," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "At some point, we have to decide if we 
want to bring him back or if we think we should extend his stay a little longer. Those are the things that are being discussed each and every day. I 
just kind of follow how he's doing. I know he had a hit last night and threw out a guy at home, made a nice catch you can see on Twitter and all 
those kinds of things. He seems to be OK, and his attitude has been real positive about trying to get to a better place." 
 
Another positive is that Buxton's fractured toe has been healing, so now it's more about working on his swing and mechanics with Minor League 
hitting coordinator Rick Eckstein, Triple-A hitting coach Chad Allen and manager Joel Skinner. 
 
"He's healthy," Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said. "His foot feels good, and that's kind of our first question every day. Make sure 
there is no issue there. He's continuing to progress well. Offensive adjustments are still coming." 
 
But Falvey echoed Molitor's comments that they don't have a firm date in mind for Buxton's return, but it's clear they want him to get going 
offensively before he's brought back up. 
 
"We haven't put any specific timetable on it," Falvey said. "First and foremost, we wanted to make sure he's healthy, and he is. It'll be a 
conversation for Paul and [hitting coach] James [Rowson] from a hitting standpoint to see when he'll be able to impact us when he comes up. 
That's what is going to be important. We've talked all along about how he's battling to compete up here, especially with the injury. We want to 
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make sure he has a chance to impact a game." 
 
Twins wilt in Chicago heat, fall to Cubs 14-9 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO – Bobby Wilson has played in Texas and lives in Florida, and he considered Saturday’s game one of the hottest he has ever played in. 
 
Fernando Rodney didn’t pitch Saturday, but the native of the Dominican Republic couldn’t believe the heat either. 
 
“Never back-to-back like this,” he said of successive days of barely bearable heat. 
 
With the midgame temperature reaching 96 degrees and a heat index of 107, the conditions were too hot for the Twins to handle, as three of their 
players left because of heat-related illnesses. 
 
The Cubs also were too hot for them, too, pounding out 20 hits on the way to a 14-9 victory. The Twins lost for the seventh time in nine games, 
have been outscored 24-15 in two games at Wrigley Field and fell to 1-4 on their nine-game road trip. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor had to let Zach Duke bat in the seventh and pinch hit Jake Odorizzi in the ninth because of the limited options he had 
with the departures of Wilson, Eddie Rosario and Max Kepler. The Cubs’ Albert Almora Jr. also left because of heat-related cramps in both legs. 
 
 Twins second baseman Brian Dozier has a cold wet towel applied to his head during the seventh inning of Saturday's game at Wrigley Field. 
Temperatures 
  
 “When the conditions are like that you do the best you can to get players ready, whatever we can possibly do to get them prepared with nutrition, 
hydration, all those types of things,” Molitor said. “It overtook three of our guys today.” 
 
Rosario, Wilson and Kepler all were administered fluids through intravenous therapy. The conditions might be more memorable than the game 
itself, which is something considering the Twins grabbed an early 3-0 lead, fell behind 4-3, reclaimed a 7-4 lead, fell behind again 9-7 and then 
came back to tie the score 9-9 before the Cubs put the them away with five runs in the seventh inning. 
 
That final big inning came at the expense of Trevor Hildenberger, who lasted one-third of an inning and was changed five earned runs on four hits 
and four walks, two intentional. His ERA jumped up more than a run, from 2.08 to 3.18. 
 
“We couldn’t keep them off base,” Molitor said. “There were a lot of singles. They kept hitting them in the right spots. They were grinding.” 
 
Rosario gave the Twins a 5-4 lead with a two-run homer in the fifth inning, then went out to left field in the bottom of the inning, where he felt ill 
and had to depart. He was replaced by Willians Astudillo, who was making his major league debut. 
 
Wilson drew a walk in the sixth — but doesn’t remember the at-bat. He remained in the game and was able to get around the bases and score on a 
sacrifice fly. He was getting dizzy and having trouble catching his breath. 
 
After another conversation in the dugout, he was pulled as well. 
 
“I just know I got on base and just kind of Mollie and them coming out and talking,” he said. “I was pretty dizzy at that point. I know I walked. I 
know I got on base and touched the pillows a couple of times and scored a run. I don’t really remember that too much.” 
 
And then Kepler came out before the eighth inning when he didn’t feel well. Logan Morrison had to enter as the left fielder and push Astudillo to 
center. 
 
There were no plans to make roster moves after the game, as the Twins hope that a night of rest and fluids will help. 
 
The Twins probably were happy to be out of the heat wave — the one produced by the sun as well as the Cubs. 
 
“Everyone has to deal with different times of the year where you have to deal with things that are out of your control, like extremes with the 
weather, those types of things,” Molitor said. “Get your rest and do the best you can and try to fight and come back and win a game.” 
 
Wrigleyville is home to many happy Cubs fans these days 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | July 1, 2018 
 
CHICAGO – Diane Sotsky and her two older sisters would get home from school after 3 p.m. in the 1950s and take a listen. If they heard the 
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sounds of an ongoing Cubs game, they would take a short walk down the street to Wrigley Field. 
 
“The usher at the gate would let them in and they would watch the last innings,” Melissa Levy said. “Sometimes, they still would be at the 
ballpark and one of the players would give them a ride home.” 
 
Diane is Melissa’s mother. Melissa is a former Star Tribune reporter, as is her husband, Jeff Shelman. They were spotted walking on Sheffield 
Avenue. outside Wrigley Field. Melissa, with her Cubs wear, was accused of being a post-World Series, front-running Cubs fan. 
 
She told the tale of her family’s background in the Wrigley neighborhood to disprove empathically this accusation. She also had evidence of 
genuine Cub-dom on her cellphone with an exchange of texts from Nov. 2, 2016, that started with Diane’s message at 11:51 p.m.: 
 
Mom: Are you still up? 
 
Melissa: No, I went to sleep in the 8th. What happened? 
 
Mom: The Cubs just Won. 
 
Melissa had the same laugh at her mother’s politeness this weekend as she did on that glorious night that the Cubs won the World Series for the 
first time in 108 years. 
 
“I called and said, ‘Mom, of course I’m up, with the Cubs playing to win the World Series,’ ” Melissa said. “I was happy for me, but I was so 
happy for Mom. She has loved the Cubs her whole life.” 
 
The ballpark was as jammed as jam-packed can get again on Saturday before the second game of the Twins-Cubs series. The huge plaza added on 
the west side of Wrigley has brought an element of milling about that makes the atmosphere for a summer Saturday similar to a fall Saturday for a 
popular college football team. 
 
Bottom line: People are happy as heck to be here. 
 
The question being asked of Cubs backers was this: Has winning a World Series changed the fans? 
 
“There are a lot more of them,” Levy said. “As for the loyalists, I think at first came a lot of disbelief. And after a while came, ‘Great. How about 
next year?’ ” 
 
Larry Friedman and his daughter Jamie were sitting in the upper deck and taking in the pregame sights. There was also music from an organist, a 
throwback that remains at Wrigley as so much around it has changed. 
 
Friedman, 91, lives in the Cubs hotbed of Dubuque, Iowa. He saw his first game at Wrigley Field as a Boy Scout in the mid-1930s. 
 
“Our scout master knew someone with the Cubs, and our troop got in for free,” he said. “That was a real good Cubs team. Phil Cavarretta was the 
young guy that had everyone excited.” 
 
The Cubs thrilled Friedman by reaching the World Series in 1938, and then were swept by the Yankees. The next World Series was 1945, and 
Larry missed that one. 
 
“I was in the Philippines,” he said. “I was in a convoy headed for Japan when we dropped the bombs and ended the war. We wound up in the 
Philippines. I wasn’t hearing much about the Cubs.” 
 
Friedman came home in 1946 and waited seven decades to watch the Cubs in another World Series. 
 
“It was tremendous to have them win it,” he said. “Eighty percent of the TVs in Dubuque were turned to the game, rooting for the Cubs. 
 
“I’ve always felt Cubs fans were the most loyal of any fans. I don’t think that’s changed.” 
 
Daughter Jamie lives in Chicago and has owned 27 games’ worth of Cubs season tickets for five years. She disagreed with her father. 
 
“The fans have changed,” she said. “When they lose a game now, there a lot of critics. They even have been getting on Joe Maddon, the manager 
who won the first Cubs’ World Series in 108 years.” 
 
Larry was not willing to concede the loyalty point on the Maddon issue, saying: “We like Joe, but he blew a couple of games keeping his pitcher 
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in too long.” 
 
Matt and Charlotte Kutsch have had season tickets since 2008. What has winning a World Series done? 
 
“There are more bandwagon fans,” Matt said. “I don’t think the expectations are too high, though. I think we have an ownership now that’s 
dedicated to putting the Cubs in position to contend for the World Series every year. 
 
“As fans, you can’t ask for more than that.” 
 
Yeah, I guess that beats dreaming the now-impossible dream of a wild-card playoff game. 
 
Like Twins, Joe Mauer rolls with the ups and downs 
Sid Hartman | Star Tribune| June 30, 2018 
 
When the Twins try to decide what kind of a contract Joe Mauer might receive next year, they will certainly consider the good years he has had, 
along with the chunks of playing time he has missed because of injury. 
 
The fact that Mauer has missed so much time because of injuries will certainly play a factor in that contract. 
 
As far as his side of the decision, Mauer makes it very clear that because of his family and his ties to Minnesota, he definitely wants to sign a 
contract and finish his career here. 
 
But he also dealt with three difficult seasons trying to come back from a bad concussion issue that made it so he couldn’t play catcher anymore, 
something he says he still misses. 
 
“I really enjoyed that part of the game and calling pitches and getting the best out of our pitchers every night,” Mauer said before the team started 
its nine-game road trip. “I do miss it. I definitely like the challenge of learning the position over at first, and I just enjoy to keep playing.” 
 
Big games at Wrigley 
 
There’s no player who can understand the ups and downs of baseball better than Mauer, a potential Hall of Famer who has won an MVP award 
and three AL batting titles and at one time was viewed as potentially the greatest offensive catcher in the game. 
 
Take a look at his latest stretch. Mauer returned from the disabled list and hit .154 in his first 11 games before exploding vs. the Cubs on Friday, 
going 3-for-5 with a three-run homer and five RBI. He added a three-run double Saturday. 
 
“It has been a challenging year for me personally, so far. But it is good to be back,” he said. “I missed some time there diving for that ball in 
Anaheim. But it feels good to be back and hopefully we can get back on track playing some good baseball.” 
 
From 2004 to 2013, Mauer hit .323 and averaged 10 homers, 69 runs, 63 RBI and a .405 on-base percentage while averaging 118 games per 
season. 
 
From 2014 to ’16, he hit .267 and averaged eight homers, 66 runs, 57 RBI and a .353 on-base percentage while averaging 137 games per season. 
 
But Mauer got healthy and played great in 2017, finishing in the top 10 in the AL in batting average at .305 and posting a .384 on-base percentage 
while playing Gold Glove defense at first base. 
 
He started this season great, as well. He was hitting .283 with a .404 on-base percentage, one of the top marks in baseball, when he hurt himself 
again and concussion symptoms returned. 
 
Searching for health 
 
It has been a rough year for manager Paul Molitor’s club. Mauer said the only positive that can come out of this kind of season is that a number of 
players are getting a chance to perform who wouldn’t normally if everyone was healthy or playing to their ability. 
 
“There have been some guys that have had opportunities present themselves to other guys,” he said. “I mean, [Eduardo] Escobar has been having 
a great year getting to play every day and he has responded. It gives opportunities for other guys to get out there and contribute.” 
 
When Mauer was asked if he has to be careful at first base after getting injured, he said that baseball will always have fluke injuries. 
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“It was just one of those things where I was trying to make a play and it happened,” he said. “Now that I’m back in the lineup and feeling good I 
try not to think about it and just go out there and play the game the way I always would have. I think when you start thinking about things like 
that, then you play a little timid and make mistakes.” 
 
Mauer said that despite the Twins’ losing record, he is staying positive about the team and the season. 
 
“We’ve had a lot of challenges up to this point,” he said. “If we get healthy and start playing baseball the way we know how, anything can 
happen. There’s a lot of games left. We have a lot of games to make ground. We’re still excited about our chances, and hopefully we can get on a 
roll here.” 
 
Advice for Buxton 
 
When Byron Buxton was picked No. 2 overall in 2012, he was the highest Twins draft pick since Mauer went No. 1 in 2001. And Buxton, like 
Mauer, has battled injuries early in his career. 
 
Mauer was asked what advice he gives Buxton. 
 
“It’s tough, you definitely applaud the guy for trying to play through [his foot injury] and you look in our clubhouse right now and no one is 100 
percent,” Mauer said. “I think 100 percent went out the window for everybody after the first day of spring training. But guys are in there and 
battling with different things throughout the season. 
 
“Buck had obviously the foot problem, and you try to play through it. He’s so valuable to us, and his legs, that’s his game, and when you take that 
away it’s tough to compete.” 
 
It’s hard to imagine, even after another injury, that Mauer won’t be back in 2019. He said when he thinks about his career, playing for the Twins 
is all he has ever imagined. 
 
“I definitely would love to stay here,” he said. “This is what I’ve always wanted to do is keep putting this uniform on. I don’t see anything other 
than that. I enjoy playing here in front of family and friends and hopefully I can do that.” 
 
Legendary Bill Veeck was as colorful as they came 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | July 1, 2018 
 
CHICAGO – One of the most enjoyable days as a sports writer came on a sunny weekday at Wrigley Field in the early ’80s. I had arranged to 
meet Bill Veeck and sit with him in the front row of the bleachers, as close to center field as we could get. 
 
Veeck lost his right foot while serving three years in World War II as a Marine. Through time, more and more of the leg was removed, and 
eventually he was getting around with the most famous wooden leg in America. 
 
On this day at Wrigley, Veeck was shirtless and wearing shorts. I don’t have possession of the column, but the lead paragraph did mention that 
Bill had one leg that was tan and another that was varnished. 
 
Veeck’s last run as a baseball owner had been from 1975 to 1981, when he operated the White Sox for the second time. The first time around, 
1959 to 1961, had started with the “Go-Go Sox” winning the AL pennant, but he sold because of health problems. 
 
Veeck was a beloved figure among the “Bleacher Bums’’ who occupied the cheap seats at Wrigley Field. They proved this with the ultimate 
tribute: When Bill came clomping toward the awful, overcrowded men’s room in center field, they would wave him to the front of the line. 
 
This courtesy allowed Veeck to see most of the game. Otherwise, he would have spent six innings standing in the restroom line, because that man 
drank beer as if he had a hollow leg. 
 
This had been demonstrated previously at Met Stadium on June 30, 1978. Veeck came to town to fire Bob Lemon as White Sox manager and 
replace him with Larry Doby. The announcement was made in the Twins Room, a dining (and drinking) area for media, team employees, visiting 
scouts, etc. in the Met’s lower level. 
 
There was a rain delay and then a postponement that night. The sports writers waited out the delay, wrote their rainout stories and headed down to 
the Twins Room for postgame beverages. 
 
We were greeted by the sight of Veeck and Lemon, arms around one another, both loaded, and singing off-key classics such as “Danny Boy.’’ It 
was the most amiable firing in history. 
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PLUS THREE 
 
Veeck and major league ownership: 
 
• Owned the Cleveland Indians from 1946 to ’49. They won the World Series and sold 2 million tickets in 1948. He had to sell to pay off a 
divorce. 
 
• Owned the St. Louis Browns from 1951 to ’53. When Busch Brewery bought the Cardinals, he knew the battle for St. Louis was over, and sold 
to Baltimore interests for the 1954 season. 
 
• Veeck hired Jimmy Piersall in 1977 to team with Harry Caray — creating the wackiest radio team ever. Veeck also convinced Harry to start 
leading the White Sox crowd in “Take Me Out to the Ballgame’’ during the seventh-inning stretch. 
 
Would Twins benefit by trading Eduardo Escobar? 
Michael Rand and Chris Hine | Star Tribune | June 30, 2018 
 
It’s officially July, and the Twins are unofficially running out of time to make something positive of their season. 
 
If current trends hold and a season of promise continues to be underwhelming (at best), the Twins figure to trade some of their impending free 
agents before the nonwaiver trade deadline at the end of this month. 
 
So the question before us is this: If the Twins do end up being “sellers,” which veteran on their roster would be the most enticing bait — and 
therefore fetch the most value in a trade even as a two-month rental? 
 
First take: Michael Rand 
 
Twins fans might not want to hear this because of how popular he is, but I think the answer is Eduardo Escobar. And I think the Twins should 
seriously consider trading him. 
 
Escobar’s production might never be better than it is right now. His .877 OPS entering Saturday is more than 150 points higher than his career 
average. He will be a free agent in 2019 and will turn 30 before next season starts. 
 
He’s a switch hitter who can play three infield positions and can fill in as an outfielder in a pinch. Compare that to righthanded-hitting second 
baseman Brian Dozier and Escobar has far more versatility. I could see plenty of teams coveting him, and I could see the Twins listening intently. 
 
Chris Hine: You’re not wrong. Escobar, who had a solid 1.7 wins above replacement entering Saturday, meets all the criteria of being an attractive 
trade candidate. If the Twins move him they can still try to re-sign him if they choose. But let’s say the Twins keep him. Who else might teams 
want? 
 
*Thinks about it* 
 
*Squints long and hard at the roster* 
 
I’m going to say Fernando Rodney. Teams in pennant races are always on the lookout for bullpen help and Rodney might be more attractive than, 
say, a struggling Lance Lynn. Ideally for the Twins, Lynn has a solid couple of starts in July and the Twins can shop him around saying, “See, 
he’s fixed now!” But I think Rodney and his solid performance this season combined with a movable salary makes him the most movable player. 
 
Rand: I think overall we have named four movable players so far, and I would include solid lefty reliever Zach Duke as well. That so many of the 
Twins veterans are free agents this offseason and have achieved high levels of past success means they could be very active making deals this 
month. 
 
But they only have one real opportunity to sell at the peak. That’s with Escobar. 
 
Hine: If you’re going to sell, might as well sell hard. If Escobar gets the biggest return, don’t hold on to him because he’s a fan and clubhouse 
favorite. It might be hard to take at the time, but it’d be prudent for the future of the franchise. 
 
Rand: And if Escobar makes the All-Star Game — he’s a legitimate threat given his numbers this year — he almost has to get traded. It would be 
the third year in a row the Twins traded an All-Star from that season shortly after the game, joining Eduardo Nunez (2016) and Brandon Kintzler 
(2017). 
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Last word: Chris Hine 
 
The writing is on the wall. For his sake, maybe the Twins will trade him to a team with a doubles-friendly park. 
 
Sunday Insider: Twins' Trevor Hildenberger turns sidearm pitching into an art 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | June 30, 2018 
 
Trevor Hildenberger is in the major leagues, has been for a year and a week now. And most of his former University of California teammates, 
some of them more accomplished at pitching in college than he, are not. 
 
So Hildenberger made a logical suggestion to his friends: Why don’t you give sidearming a try? 
 
“I tried. I showed them the grip, showed them the motion,” Hildenberger said. “Went through [instructions like] ‘Front shoulder here, front hip 
here.’ But it never really took for those guys. So I stopped suggesting it. I don’t want anyone taking my job anyway.” 
 
Not much danger of that, not these days. After a handful of mediocre outings in April, Hildenberger rebounded with more than a month of 
unrelenting rally-killing. That streak came to a screeching halt Saturday, when he gave up five runs on four hits and four walks (two intentional) 
in a third of an inning and took the loss to the Cubs in Chicago. 
 
Before that, he hadn’t given up a run since May 18, a stretch of 16 games in which he had held batters to a .148 average and a .213 slugging 
average. 
 
“He’s got a way about flustering hitters,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “For a guy without exceptional velocity, he gets some funny swings.” 
 
He does it by using his unorthodox pitching style, a motion he adopted out of equal parts desperation, impulse and whimsy back at Cal. At the 
seemingly random suggestion of pitching coach Mike Neu, now the Golden Bears’ head coach, Hildenberger, an undistinguished overhand starter 
who received very little playing time, gave it a try during a bullpen session. 
 
“I wasn’t thinking about the big leagues, or even the minor leagues. I was thinking, ‘I just want to compete, I just want to play on the team. I don’t 
want to redshirt anymore,’” Hildenberger said. “I was not a fixture in their plans for the future. And nobody ever thought I would be a pro.” 
 
Yet within a couple of years, and still lacking anything resembling velocity, Hildenberger had become the Pac-12 saves leader. He was drafted, 
albeit not until the 22nd round, by the Twins in 2014, and embarked on a steady climb to the majors, never posting an ERA above 2.50 in the 
minors. 
 
So why, if a non-prospect can adopt the funky style and let it propel him to the Twins, don’t more pitchers give the motion a try? 
 
“I don’t really know. But it requires a real commitment. It’s not just a gimmick,” Hildenberger said. “If you’re good enough to throw overhand at 
[a college] level, you’re going to stick with what you’ve always done. If you’re not, you probably give up. It definitely puts some different 
stresses on your arm and your body.” 
 
That’s a common perception, that shoulder and elbow injuries are more common for sidearmers, though Hildenberger said his motion feels 
natural, and less stressful than over-the-top. Another common notion says that once hitters get used to the release point, most sidearm pitches will 
be more hittable than overhand. Hildenberger is refuting that with his success. 
 
To Derek Falvey, the Twins’ chief baseball officer, says Hildenberger is a better athlete than he lets on. “Not every pitcher could just adopt a 
completely different motion and succeed. He’s got a talent for [sidearm delivery], for commanding the [strike] zone and getting movement that 
makes him unusual,” Falvey said. “It’s a different path to the big leagues, but it’s not a shortcut.” 
 
Developing a slider from that down-under angle was the most difficult step, Hildenberger said. “The slider took the longest. When I first started, I 
thought about abandoning it altogether, just going fast[ball]/change, because I could throw them relatively close to the strike zone,” he said. “My 
fastball was only 83-86 [mph]. So I kept throwing the slider, and I got bigger and stronger, and it became a good pitch.” 
 
And he became a good pitcher, more confident and consistent. How would Hildenberger hit a sidearmer? 
 
“I know how I would approach hitting against myself, but I will not give those secrets away,” he said with a laugh. “There is a formula, but I’ll let 
hitters find it.” 
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Saturday's Twins-Cubs game recap 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | June 30, 2018 
 
IMPACT PLAYER: Jason Heyward, Chicago 
 
The veteran right fielder went 4-for-6 with two RBI and two runs scored. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
9 Home runs for Eddie Rosario in June. 
 
102 In miles per hour, the exit velocity of Rosario’s home run in the fifth inning. 
 
412 Doubles for Joe Mauer, two away from tying Kirby Puckett for the most in club history. 
 
ON DECK 
 
Lance Lynn knows the Cubs well from his years with the Cardinals — and vise versa. Lynn is 6-6 with a 4.06 ERA in his career vs. Chicago as he 
prepares to pitch in Sunday’s series finale. 
 
Wrigley Field enclosed bullpen a relief from heat for Twins relievers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO – There are six advertising signs across the outfield walls at Wrigley Field. One happens to be on the door to the visitor’s bullpen. It’s 
for a toilet company. 
 
But Twins pitchers don’t feel that they are warming up in a water closet. 
 
What they are warming up in this weekend is baseball’s only totally enclosed bullpen, located under the right field bleachers. There are seven 
televisions to keep them informed of what is going on in the game. And they can see the action on the field through the sign, although it is 
distorted some. 
 
The bullpens were moved from down the foul lines last year as part of Wrigley Field’s $575 million renovation. 
 
The consensus among Twins relievers was that the area was stuffy and they felt a little disconnected from the action. But given the fact that the 
heat index was over 100 on Friday and Saturday, they were happy to be indoors. 
 
“I can only imagine how hot it would be if the bullpens were still on the field,” Ryan Pressly said. 
 
Despite being out of the heat, the antiseptic atmosphere was too much for many of the Twins relievers. 
 
“I didn’t really like it in there the whole time,” Matt Belisle said. 
 
Many relievers have come out between innings and stood on the warning track. That enabled them to get away from feeling like they were locked 
in a room. 
 
“And feel like we are at a baseball game,” Addison Reed said, “rather than sitting in a garage or watching the game at a bar.” 
 
And a few relievers also mentioned that it was strange to warm up without being heckled by fans. 
 
They actually like that? 
 
“Yeah,” Zach Duke said. “It lets you know that you’re about to go into something that people care about.” 
 
Just as advertised 
 
Willians Astudillo was pressed into action in the fifth inning Saturday when the extreme heat forced Eddie Rosario out of the game. Astudillo 
took over in left field and came to bat in the sixth inning with a runner on second. 
 
And on the first pitch from former Twins lefthander Brian Duensing, Astudillo smacked an RBI single to center. Astudillo does not walk or strike 
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out much, and he showed that in his first big-league plate appearance. 
 
“I was just trying to put the ball in play, make good contact and I just hit the first pitch,” he said. 
 
Astudillo, who has played mostly catcher, third base and first base in the minors, borrowed Rosario’s glove to play the outfield — making two 
putouts — and had to use it in center field in the eighth when Max Kepler left because of heat illness as well. Astudillo said it was the first time he 
has played center since winter ball three or four years ago. 
 
So which was better, the hit or playing center? 
 
“Both were exciting,” he said. “There’s nothing else I can say about that. It is fun to be here.” 
 
The other Rosario 
 
The Twins needed to clear space on their 40-man roster during the offseason to make room for players they wanted to avoid losing in the Rule 5 
draft. They designated lefthander Randy Rosario for assignment, and the Cubs claimed him off waivers on Nov. 3. 
 
Rosario, who was called up from Class AA Chattanooga to pitch two games for the Twins last year, is now considered to have a bright future with 
the Cubs. The 24-year-old from the Dominican Republic pitched a scoreless inning Friday to lower his ERA to 1.80 through 17 appearances. 
Rosario could be the one that got away. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said Rosario can be an excellent reliever with more consistent command, adding: “I love his stuff. I like him a lot, too. 
Very calm. A calm guy. High ceiling for this young man.” 
 
Too much heat, too much hitting for Twins in 14-9 loss to Cubs 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO — If you wanted one visual from Saturday’s war of attrition at Wrigley Field, it might be what happened after Bobby Wilson’s seven-
pitch walk in the sixth inning. 
 
As the gritty catcher staggered down the line, first-base coach Jeff Smith retreated to the visitors’ dugout and returned with two cups of water. 
Wilson guzzled the first while Twins manager Paul Molitor slowly poured the second onto the back of his catcher’s neck. 
 
“I don’t really remember the at-bat too much,” Wilson said after a 14-9 loss ot the Chicago Cubs. “I just know I got on base and just kind of 
remember Mollie and them coming out there and talking. I was pretty dizzy at that point.” 
 
Incredibly, Wilson managed to make it around the bases on a single and a pair of long flies to center, but moments later he left because of heat 
illness, joining Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario (fifth inning) and center fielder Max Kepler (eighth) in the clubhouse. 
 
All three Twins received intravenous fluids in the clubhouse, with Wilson receiving multiple bags despite pounding eight bottles of water on 
Friday night and four more on Saturday morning. The Cubs also removed center fielder Albert Almora in the fifth because of cramping as in-
game temperatures climbed to 96 degrees with a heat index of 107. 
 
“My heart was fluttering, I couldn’t catch my breath, I felt dizzy and I started getting a headache,” said the 35-year-old Wilson, who had just 
caught a 50-pitch fifth. “I remember what happened (on the bases), but the inning before was kind of blurry. I couldn’t even hold a conversation 
in the dugout. That’s never happened to me before.” 
 
Wilson, who grew up in Central Florida and played parts of two season for the Texas Rangers, said it was the hottest game he could remember. 
 
So did Willians Astudillo, a Venezuela native who ripped a run-scoring single on the first pitch he saw in the majors and found himself playing 
both left and center in place of the Twin’s heat-compromised regulars. 
 
For the second straight day of blazing heat, the relentless lineup of the National League’s second-best offense proved too much to contain. Ten 
Cubs came to the plate in a five-run fifth and 11 more batted in a five-run seventh as the Twins’ bullpen crumpled beneath the burden. 
 
Unable to hold leads of 3-0 and 7-4 after giving up a 5-2 edge on Friday, the Twins fell to 1-4 on this weeklong visit to the Windy City. At best 
they will remain eight games behind the first-place Cleveland Indians in the American League Central. 
 
Adalberto Mejia’s season debut after his promotion from Triple-A Rochester lasted just four innings as he gave up six hits and walked three. That 
turned things over to a suddenly beleaguered bullpen, which has now allowed 14 earned runs on 20 hits in 7 2/3 innings (16.43 earned-run 
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average) against the Cubs this weekend. 
 
Trevor Hildenberger retired just one of nine batters he faced in the seventh as his 18-inning scoreless streak ended. Before being charged with 
four earned runs on Saturday, he hadn’t allowed a run since May 18. 
 
The Cubs banged out nine RBI hits among their 20 hits (17 singles) and tacked on three sacrifice flies while going 11 for 22 with runners in 
scoring position. They are 15 for 33 in the clutch in the series while outscoring the Twins 24-15 and striking out just 11 times in 91 plate 
appearances (12.1 percent). 
 
“We couldn’t keep them off base,” Molitor said. “They were grinding.” 
 
Joe Mauer’s bases-clearing double staked the Twins to a 3-0 lead against wild right-hander Tyler Chatwood. Rosario’s 18th homer, a two-run 
shot, highlighted a four-run fifth that briefly put the Twins back in front. 
 
Mauer needs two more doubles to tie Kirby Puckett’s Twins franchise record of 414. 
 
Mejia’s recall ended a stretch of 82 games without start by a Twins left-hander. He made his 21st and final start of 2017 on Sept. 27 in Cleveland. 
 
The Indians (177 games) and Baltimore Orioles (83 games) entered Saturday with the longest active streaks without a lefty starter in the American 
League. Ryan Merritt started for the Indians last June 17 at Target Field, while Wade Miley made 32 starts for the Orioles last year. 
 
The Twins closed June with a 13-14 record, marking their sixth non-winning month out of the past seven. Since Molitor took over as manager in 
2015, the Twins have had just six winning months out of 20 total. 
 
That includes a pair of 20-win months: May 2015 and August 2017. 
 
Surviving the hotbox that is the Twins’ bullpen at Wrigley Field 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO — For each of the Chicago Cubs’ four home runs on Friday afternoon, the Jumbotron at Wrigley Field would show dancing relievers 
in the home bullpen, hidden beneath the left-field bleachers. 
 
Watching that on TV monitors in the hotbox that is the visiting bullpen, Twins relievers just shook their heads.  
 
“If they’re dancing,” Twins bullpen coach Eddie Guardado said, “it must be a lot cooler down there than it is on our side.” 
 
In theory, conditions should be identical in both bullpens, but you’d have a hard time convincing the Twins of that. Trevor Hildenberger estimated 
it was 80 degrees under the right-field bleachers, where the Twins had no thermostat and no way to control the bright lights that stayed on 
throughout the game. 
 
“Oh, it’s hotter than 80 — easily,” Guardado said. “It’s about 88. And as soon as guys get going, it starts to warm up even more. It is different.” 
 
Guardado used the dugout phone to request someone with the Cubs adjust the air conditioning, but no one on the Twins’ side noticed much 
difference. That left them to escape their hovel each half-inning by standing on the warning track as the iron door swung open into the blazing 96-
degree conditions (106-degree heat index). 
 
“We did that every other inning, just to get the feel of it and acclimate your body to it,” Hildenberger said. “It’s a shock to the system, but it’s kind 
of muggy in there. Obviously, it’s still way better than being out on the field.” 
 
This is Year 2 of the hidden bullpens after a massive overhaul of the 104-year-old ballpark on the North Side. The old foul-ground bullpens left 
relievers perilously close to thirsty fans, which had its own drawbacks. 
 
Another problem with this setup is, despite seven TV monitors and see-through panels behind the ivy-covered walls, relievers have a hard time 
following the game. 
 
“You feel disconnected during the game,” Guardado said. “You can see out, barely. I was claustrophobic, but I don’t have to pitch.” 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Saturday marked Day 12 of Byron Buxton’s 20-day rehab assignment at Triple-A Rochester, but there is no guarantee he will return to the majors 
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when that expires. 
 
“We try to take time out of the equation,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “At some point, we have to decide if we want to bring him back or if 
we think we should extend his stay a little longer. Those are the things that are being discussed each and every day.” 
 
Buxton was hitting .206 through 34 at-bats and had minor-league hitting coordinator Rick Eckstein there to work on his swing along with Red 
Wings hitting coach Chad Allen. Buxton also turned in a couple of high-end defensive plays on Friday night. 
 
“He seems to be OK,” Molitor said, “and his attitude has been real positive about trying to get to a better place.” 
 
Miguel Sano, meanwhile, went 3 for 4 with three runs batted in Friday to push his average to .333 with an .823 OPS in six games (24 at- bats) for 
Class A Fort Myers. He’s been playing every other day, using the off day to improve his conditioning and do defensive drills with minor-league 
infield coordinator Sam Perlozzo. 
 
“We’re not going to rush something that’s not ready to happen,” Molitor said. 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Super utility man Taylor Motter (concussion) was feeling better Saturday and hoped to spend 15-20 minutes riding a stationary bike. His last 
concussion came while he was at Coastal Carolina, and he is hopeful of being ready to play soon after his seven-day stint on the DL ends. 
 
Ervin Santana, shut down since May 29, worked three innings on 36 pitches for Class A Fort Myers on Saturday night. Santana gave up a run on 
two hits and two strikeouts but his fastball topped out at 90 mph. 
 
Twins’ Eduardo Escobar has turned into Ozzie Guillen’s greatest discovery 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO — Long before his chance encounter with Nicolas Cage in Puerto Rico this April sent him off on a doubles-hitting rampage, Eduardo 
Escobar met Ozzie Guillen. 
 
In terms of life impact, there is no comparing the two. 
 
“I’ve known Ozzie for a long time,” Escobar, the Twins’ regular third baseman, said in May. “Ozzie is my father.” 
 
A decade ago, Escobar was an obscure 19-year-old shortstop taking grounders on a back field in Tucson, Ariz., when Guillen, then managing the 
Chicago White Sox, stopped by on an off day in May to watch his son Oney. Guillen’s son had been drafted in the 36th round the previous June, 
but the former big-league shortstop quickly grew to admire his son’s scrawny backup. 
 
“I saw him taking infield, and he was the best infielder I saw,” Guillen recalled this week. “I said, ‘Wait a minute, this is the best infielder I see 
and he’s my son’s backup? This is the best infielder we have. Why is he not playing?’ “ 
 
The extended spring training staff shrugged off Guillen’s drive-by assessment, but persistence has never been a problem for the no-filter skipper 
who managed the 2005 White Sox to the World Series title. 
 
“At that time, (Escobar) was ready to be released,” Guillen said. “Then comes the draft, and he was on the bubble. When Ozzie says something, 
people are like, ‘Really? What the (heck)?’ But little by little, by playing and playing, he got better.” 
 
Guillen spoke to Escobar and found out he was from La Pica, a dangerous area in the remote eastern region of Venezuela. He went to Kenny 
Williams, the White Sox general manager at the time, and implored him to not only retain Escobar, who slugged .276 in the Venezuelan Summer 
League while being shared with the Orioles entry, but to push him up to Great Falls, Mont., in the rookie-level Pioneer League. 
 
Oney Guillen, 3 years older and Escobar’s teammate, was instructed to look after him by his father. 
 
“I was his right-hand man,” Oney told the Pioneer Press in 2013. “My dad said he reminded him of himself. I had him live with me the whole 
time.” 
 
DANGER ZONE 
 
Soon Escobar (and Oney) were promoted to Kannapolis in the South Atlantic League, but first the elder Guillen had to beg Williams, now the 
team’s executive vice president, to indulge his vision for the skinny little switch-hitter from his country. 
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“He comes from a very, very, very tough part of Venezuela,” Guillen said. “You talk about dangerous? Four of his family members were killed.” 
 
Guillen’s namesake son, standing a few feet away, nods sadly and makes a throat-slashing gesture to corroborate the story. 
 
“I told Kenny Williams: ‘Hey, Kenny, can we send this kid to Arizona?’ “ Guillen said, referring to fall instructional league. “Kenny said, ‘OK, 
why? Venezuela?’ I said, ‘Oh, no. If you send this kid to Arizona, you’re going to save his life. If he has to go back to Venezuela, where this kid 
comes from, it’s very dangerous.” 
 
Guillen, who had his share of knock-down, drag-out battles over personnel with Williams over the years, played the personal card. 
 
“I said, ‘Kenny, you come from Oakland. I come from Caracas. You have to believe me when I tell you: If this kid goes back home, it’s not going 
to be good for anyone,’ “ Guillen recalled. “I told him, ‘If he goes back there he’s not going to play baseball. He’s not going to do anything. He’s 
not good enough to play in the winter league, and he’ll be hanging around on the streets. It could be dangerous.” 
 
The former manager, now 54, was growing emotional as he retold one of his favorite stories of his nearly four decades in the game. He paused in 
mid-sentence and stretched out his left arm before a visitor. 
 
“Look,” he said. “I got goosebumps.” 
 
The sales pitch worked. Williams found a roster spot for Escobar on the Great Falls club, and in six games, Escobar hit .417 (10 for 24) with a 
1.173 combined on-base/slugging percentage to earn a quick promotion. Escobar was on his way, reaching the majors in September 2011. 
 
“He turned out to be the player he was thanks to Kenny Williams,” Guillen said. “A lot of people said I did a lot of things for him, but Kenny was 
the one. I couldn’t find a spot. Kenny made a few phone calls and he found a spot. He did it just as a favor, not because (Escobar) was a prospect.” 
 
FOGO DE POW 
 
A decade later, Escobar hasn’t just made himself into a big-league regular, a player with $11.6 million in career earnings, including $4.85 million 
this year. At 29, he is bidding along with teammates Eddie Rosario, Jose Berrios and Fernando Rodney for a spot on the American League All-
Star team next month in Washington, D.C. 
 
Generously listed at 5-foot-10, Escobar leads all major leaguers with 33 doubles. No one else was within five of that total before Saturday’s play, 
and Escobar was on pace not just to break Justin Morneau’s 2008 franchise mark of 47 doubles, but to eclipse Earl Webb’s 1931 major league 
mark of 67 doubles. 
 
Escobar, crediting his affinity for a certain Brazilian steakhouse, was on pace for 69 doubles. 
 
“Now I say to him, ‘What the heck are you eating?’ “ Guillen joked. “I eat at, what’s it called, Fogo de Chao? I eat at Fogo de Chao too and I only 
got a stomach. I don’t have muscle. You have muscle.’ ” 
 
Escobar’s 47 extra-base hits, including 12 home runs, have him on pace to wipe out Tony Oliva’s 54-year-old franchise record of 84 extra-base 
hits in a season. Not bad for a utility infielder traded to the Twins along with forgotten lefty Pedro Hernandez for Francisco Liriano in July 2012. 
 
Among AL third basemen, Escobar ranks fourth with 2.1 Wins Above Replacement, according to Fangraphs.com. Only Cleveland’s Jose Ramirez 
(5.1), Houston’s Alex Bregman (3.1) and Oakland’s Matt Chapman (2.9) rank ahead of him. 
 
“He’s always had pop,” Guillen said. “For his size, he’s always had pop. And people make a big mistake because they see he’s little, so they give 
him a fastball in the middle of the plate and he takes advantage. He’s a great hitter. I think it’s the reason he’s playing in the big leagues. I love it.” 
 
None of Guillen’s sons reached the major leagues, but in Escobar he sees an extension of his younger self: The fierce determination, the 
unflagging energy, the absolute refusal to back down and the undeniable joy at playing the game they both love. 
 
“This kid plays like when you played for fun and you appreciate every day when you are on the field,” Guillen said. “I think that’s the type of kid 
he is.” 
 
That, along with his stunning production, should make Escobar extremely marketable this summer should the Twins continue their downturn and 
begin to sell off parts for future help. Set to reach free agency for the first time this winter, Escobar could soon find himself in a new uniform and 
a pressure-packed pennant race. 
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“If Escobar gets traded, I don’t mind if he gets traded somewhere to help,” Guillen said. “But I would be back after that to play for the Minnesota 
Twins again. That’s what I would say to him.” 
 
Guillen sees what Escobar has come to mean to the Twins and what the Twins have meant to him, and the littlest slugger’s longtime benefactor 
would love to see that relationship continue. 
 
“Believe me, if I was him or if I was his agent, I would try to stay with the Minnesota Twins,” Guillen said. “Obviously the agent is going to look 
for more money because there’s money for both sides, but I think the Minnesota Twins know who he is and Paul Molitor and the organization 
know how to use it and everybody likes him. To me, that may mean he’s going to take less money.” 
 
Ben Zobrist, a super utility player for the Chicago Cubs, signed a four-year, $56 million deal three years ago as he entered his age 35 season. 
Escobar, who will be entering his age-30 season, has produced 3.8 combined fWAR, according to Fangraphs, since the start of 2017; Zobrist is at 
2.4 fWAR in that same span. 
 
 “Nothing against Zobrist, but Zobrist is an emergency guy,” Guillen said. “This kid (Escobar) plays infield better than Zobrist — way better than 
Zobrist. Anywhere on the infield, he’s better than Zobrist.” 
 
Even now, all these years after that chance encounter on a back field in Tucson, Ozzie Guillen is still looking out for Escobar. 
 
Notes from Wrigley: Mauer’s power surge, Mejia’s start, Falvey on Gonsalves 
Jake Depue | ESPN 1500 | June 30, 2018 
 
Chicago–Joe Mauer doesn’t seem to mind the heat. 
 
With the temperature pushing 100 degrees at Wrigley Field this weekend, Mauer’s putting together his best series of the year. In Friday’s 10-6 
loss, Mauer went 3-for-5, hitting a 3-run home run in the second, and adding a 2-run double in the fourth. On Saturday, Mauer hit a bases clearing 
double to give the Twins another early lead. 
 
The power surge is coming at an interesting time for the Twins legend. He’d struggled since returning from his latest bout of concussion 
symptoms, hitting just .154/.209/.205 prior to Friday’s breakout. If he’s able to go on a hot streak now, though, he could be a trade chip for the 
Twins at the July 31 trade deadline. 
 
Any trade involving Mauer would have to be approved by the player.  He has a full no-trade clause, and may have no interest in leaving his home 
state. It would be a fascinating story if he wanted to go ring-hunting, though. He’s certainly earned the right to do so, and with his contract coming 
to an end, this would be the time to make a move. 
 
Mauer deserves to be in Cooperstown. The numbers he put up as a catcher are among the best the game’s seen. Most view him as a borderline 
candidate, however, and his lack of postseason success surely plays into that. Not only has he never won a playoff series, he’s never won a single 
playoff game. In his career, he’s 0-10 in October, and has just one extra base hit in 44 career postseason plate appearances (Phil Cuzzi robbed him 
of one). Joining a team with postseason hopes, and perhaps finally getting a signature playoff moment, could be the boost Mauer needs in the 
minds of voters. His play over the next month, and how that could impact both contending teams’ interest in acquiring him and his own in 
leaving, will be a storyline worth monitoring in July. 
 
Mejia’s return 
Adalberto Mejia returned to the big leagues Saturday, giving up 4 earnedruns in 4 innings in the Twins’ wild 14-9 loss to Chicago. 
 
 Mejia was a contender to be in the 2018 opening day rotation at the end of last season, after posting a 4.50 ERA in 21 starts. When the Twins 
signed Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn in the offseason, though, Mejia was pushed down the depth chart, and a blister issue that caused him to miss 
a month in the minors this season moved him back further. Mejia pitched well in Rochester prior to his call-up, and Twins CBO Derek Falvey 
made it clear he’s someone who they feel can contribute in the big leagues. 
 
“[He’s] throwing the ball really well,” said Falvey on Friday.  “He had good command of his fastball. His secondary stuff has been crisp. We 
think he can help us up here.” 
 
Saturday probably wasn’t a spot start, despite the rocky outing. He’ll likely get a few more starts while Fernando Romero works on fastball 
command in Rochester, and if the Twins move Lynn and Ervin Santana at the deadline, the opportunity will be there for Mejia to remain with the 
big club through the rest of the season. 
 
Now in his age-25 season and with significant Triple-A time under his belt, Mejia still needs to prove he deserves a spot in the rotation. He’s one 
of a group of young starters—Romero, Stephen Gonsalves and Zack Littell are others—at the upper levels of the organization trying to show they 
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belong in the big leagues. The guess here is all those pitchers will get auditions at Target Field in the second half of the season. Speaking of 
Gonsalves… 
 
Falvey on Gonsalves 
The Twins’ No. 4 prospect has had an uncharacteristic season so far in Rochester. In 52.1 innings, he has a 4.10 ERA, with 54 strikeouts and 38 
walks. Gonsalves hasn’t really had command issues in his career prior to this year, which is what makes his very high walk rate a bit perplexing. 
 
“Stephen’s had a little bit of an up and down year,” said Falvey. “Command numbers have been a little bit of a concern. Fastball command [in 
particular]. There’s some growing pains he’s going through.” 
 
Gonsalves started the season back at Double-A Chattanooga, despite finishing last season in Rochester. Falvey said part of the rationale for that 
move was a decrease in velocity in the spring, but that he’s now healthy. Gonsalves said last month that his velocity was back to where it was in 
2017. 
 
Given his track record, there’s reason to believe the walks are an outlier rather than a serious concern. Nevertheless, it’s something to watch 
through the summer as he continues to work his way to the big leagues. 
 
Twins can’t beat the heat, Cubs in 14-9 loss 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO — Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon said Saturday’s sweltering conditions at Wrigley Field were the worst he’s experienced during 
a major league game. 
 
The Minnesota Twins were in no position to disagree. 
 
Minnesota’s Eddie Rosario, Bobby Wilson and Max Kepler all left early because of heat illness on a scorching afternoon, and the Cubs beat the 
Twins 14-9. 
 
Rosario homered in the top of the fifth inning, then was pulled from left field shortly after fielding a hit by Anthony Rizzo in the bottom half. The 
Cubs said it was 96 degrees at the time with a heat index of 107 — that’s a calculation of how hot it actually feels, with the humidity factored in. 
 
“That was a pretty brutal day,” Maddon said. “If you put that on AstroTurf, that would have been like the worst ever.” 
 
There was a short break in the sixth after Wilson drew a walk. A couple of cups of water were brought out for him to sip and douse himself to 
cool off. Wilson eventually scored and was replaced at catcher after the inning ended with the score tied at 9. 
 
“I just couldn’t catch my breath,” he said. “My heart was fluttering. I felt dizzy. Started getting a headache. Just couldn’t even hold a conversation 
in the dugout.” 
 
All three Twins players were treated with IVs. 
 
Jason Heyward had four of the Cubs’ 20 hits, Ben Zobrist had three RBIs and Chicago had a pair of five-run innings. The Cubs rallied from 3-0 
and 7-4 deficits and have scored at least 10 runs in three straight games for the first time since April 2003. 
 
Albert Almora Jr. had three hits and drove in two runs as the Cubs won their third in a row. He exited in the fifth after experiencing leg cramps 
related to dehydration. 
 
Joe Mauer had two hits and three RBIs for the Twins. 
 
Plate umpire Hunter Wendelstedt worked with a towel draped around his neck and frequently left the field between innings. 
 
“It was just tough,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. “We couldn’t keep them off base. There were a lot of singles. They kept hitting them in 
the right spot.” 
 
Chicago broke open a tie game with a five-run seventh. 
 
David Bote led off with a walk and Ian Happ doubled off reliever Trevor Hildenberger (1-2). It was Chicago’s 15th hit to that point — and first 
extra-base hit despite the wind blowing out. 
 
“Home runs are pretty cool,” Almora said, “but the way we produced runs today was special.” 
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After pinch-hitter Kyle Schwarber was intentionally walked to load the bases, Heyward hit a soft liner that just scooted over the head of shortstop 
Ehire Adrianza — with the infield playing in — for an RBI single and a 10-9 lead Baez hit a grounder up the middle, just out of Adrianza’s reach 
with the infield playing in, for two more runs. 
 
Justin Wilson (2-2) pitched a scoreless inning for the win. 
 
STRONG DEBUT 
 
Willians Astudillo, primarily a catcher in the minors, made his major league debut — replacing Rosario — and wound up playing center field for 
the Twins, his first time at that spot as a pro. He hit an RBI single in his first at-bat. 
 
“I just went out and had fun,” Astudillo said through a translator. “It’s just great to be here.” 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Twins: CF Byron Buxton (fractured left big toe) has been on a rehab assignment with Triple-A Rochester since June 19 and there’s no timetable 
for when he’ll be activated from the DL. Buxton was hitting .206 with a homer and four RBIs in nine games with Rochester before Saturday. If he 
continues to struggle, there’s a chance he could be optioned to Rochester when his rehab assignment ends on July 8. 
 
Cubs: RHP Carl Edwards Jr. (right shoulder inflammation) threw 19 pitches and got two outs during a rehab outing with Triple-A Iowa on Friday. 
Maddon said the reports were positive and that his “velocity was normal.” Edwards is expected to pitch again either Sunday or Monday. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
LHP Jon Lester (10-2, 2.18 ERA) opens the July schedule after winning all five of his June starts, compiling a 1.13 ERA during that stretch. RHP 
Lance Lynn (5-6, 4.81) starts the finale of the three-game series for the Twins. 
 
Twins’ Rosario, Wilson leave game with heat illness 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | June 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO — Minnesota Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario and catcher Bobby Wilson have left a game because of heat illness on a scorching 
afternoon at Wrigley Field. 
 
The Chicago Cubs said it was 96 degrees at the time Rosario exited during the bottom of the fifth inning Saturday. He hit a two-run homer in the 
top of the fifth, then left shortly after fielding a hit by Anthony Rizzo. 
 
The Cubs said the heat index was 107 — that’s a calculation of how hot it actually feels, with the humidity factored in. 
 
There was a short break in the sixth after Twins catcher Bobby Wilson drew a walk. A couple of cups of water were brought out for him to sip 
and douse himself to cool off. Wilson wound up scoring and was replaced with the score tied at 9. 
 
On-field heat — as high as 123 degrees — burns through Twins’ lineup 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | July 1, 2018 
 
CHICAGO — It wasn’t the dizziness that resulted in Bobby Wilson exiting Saturday’s game. It wasn’t his heart fluttering, nor was it that he 
couldn’t catch his breath. The headache that set in when he reached first base was but a mere annoyance. 
 
No, it wasn’t until the veteran catcher returned to the dugout after a sixth-inning trip around the bases that the Twins decided to have their doctors 
check on him and ultimately removed Wilson from the game. 
 
Why? 
 
“Just couldn’t even hold a conversation in the dugout,” Wilson said. “They just wanted me to get looked at. Saw the doctors. One of those days. 
Hot, long innings. That’s never happened to me before. 
 
“Played in Texas. Live in Florida. 
 
“Never seen it. Never had to deal with it, coming out of a major-league game. When you can’t really see and your head is spinning and you don’t 
really know what’s going on, it’s tough to leave you in there.” 
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Wilson was the second of four players removed for heat-related reasons from Saturday’s contest — one the Twins dropped 14-9 to the Chicago 
Cubs at Wrigley Field. 
 
The Twins lost Wilson, Eddie Rosario and Max Kepler for heat-related illness while the Cubs’ Albert Almora Jr. exited because of cramping 
related to Saturday’s heat storm. The temperature on the field reached 123 degrees, and the heat index hit 107 degrees in the fifth inning. 
 
Rosario was the first to exit after Anthony Rizzo’s one-out single in the fifth inning, which brought rookie catcher Willans Astudillo out of the 
dugout to make his major-league debut in left field. Before it was over, the Twins were so short-handed that Astudillo moved to center field, 
Logan Morrison took over in left — his first outfield work since 2015 — and Jake Odorizzi made a pinch-hit appearance. 
 
“With the National League game, it is pivotal you have use of your players and when you are using them just to exchange for freshness purposes, 
it becomes a little more limiting,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “Hence Odorizzi makes the last out. We had to burn through some people.” 
 
Though the temperature at first pitch was 91 degrees with a heat index of 101 (both were down five degrees from Friday’s 4 p.m. start), the Cubs 
announced that the heat index had increased to 96 degrees with a heat index of 107 by the time Rosario required medical attention. Friday’s game 
with a 96/106 was the hottest game at Wrigley Field since July 2011. 
 
That was only the beginning of the inning from hell for Wilson, who talked slowly when he spoke with the media after the game and had a piece 
of cotton taped to his left forearm after taking multiple IVs of fluid. 
 
Having just assumed a 7-4 lead in the top of the inning, the Twins turned to reliever Addison Reed. But Reed lasted only six batters before Zach 
Duke entered with the lead down to 7-6. 
 
When Duke started to warm up, all the Twins infielders made a beeline to the dugout for water. But Wilson — who prepared for Saturday’s game 
by drinking eight bottles of water on Friday night and another four in the morning — stayed behind the plate to catch his pitcher’s warmup tosses. 
By the time Duke struck out Javy Báez to end the fifth inning four batters later, Wilson had received 50 pitches not counting warmup tosses. He 
also had crouched for more than 30 minutes. 
 
“That was a pretty brutal day,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “If you put that on Astroturf that would have been like the worst ever. 
 
“It’s nothing to mess with.” 
 
In a cruel twist of fate, Wilson had to lead off the top of the sixth inning. At one point during an at-bat in which he fouled off several pitches, 
Wilson stepped out of the batter’s box, paused and looked toward the Twins dugout. 
 
Ultimately, Wilson walked on seven pitches, which brought Molitor and trainer Tony Leo out of the dugout. The trio held a conversation at first 
base. Wilson was convinced if he could only catch his breath he’d be fine, and after a few seconds he won the argument. 
 
That’s when the real fun began. 
 
Robbie Grossman dumped a single to center, which required Wilson to stop and slightly retreat toward first to make sure the ball wasn’t caught 
before he ran to second. Then he tagged up on Joe Mauer’s fly ball to deep center and advanced to third. If that wasn’t enough, Wilson tagged up 
once more and scored on Eduardo Escobar’s sac fly to center. 
 
“I remember what happened (on offense), but the inning before was kind of a little blurry,” Wilson said. “Just felt like a long time out there and 
trying to rush out to the box to get a hit and of course having that at-bat and tagging from first and tagging from second and tagging from third. 
 
“Got into the dugout and couldn’t really hold a conversation. That was the last straw, and they said I was done.” 
 
Wilson’s exit meant the Twins had to turn to Mitch Garver, who caught Friday’s game and felt its effects until Saturday. Garver said Friday’s 
contest was so hot that it felt like a chore to throw the ball back to the pitcher by the second or third inning. 
 
“My body did not respond well,” Garver said. “My body was very shocked. I didn’t sleep well. I had a headache all night. I probably got five 
hours of sleep. It felt like a bad hangover even drinking five, six bottles of water before bed and having a Gatorade. It was a terrible night.” 
 
Garver knew he wouldn’t start Saturday but thought there was a chance he might play because NL rules were in effect. He loaded up on caffeine 
and water before and throughout the game in case he was needed. 
 
“I wanted to be mentally sharp,” Garver said. “I wanted to be physically ready so I could be mentally ready.” 
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Garver caught 53 pitches in all as the Twins saw their lead evaporate. Even after they tied it at 9 on Astudillo’s RBI single in the sixth, the Twins’ 
bullpen struggled. Reed, Duke and Trevor Hildenberger combined to yield 10 runs. 
 
“I felt bad Mitch had to go in there,” Wilson said. “You never want to come out of a game, but it was kind of a ruling from Tony I was done.” 
 
The real game planning occurred after Kepler’s exit at the end of the seventh inning. 
 
Even though Morrison hadn’t appeared in the outfield since 2015 with Seattle, the Twins had no options. The bulk of Morrison’s 254 career 
outfield appearances had come in left field (243), and that’s where Molitor’s staff decided he would play. With a bunch of lefties due up in the 
bottom of the eighth, the Twins also determined that Grossman — the best outfielder of the three — was a better fit in right field because that’s 
where he was most comfortable. 
 
With Morrison in left and Grossman in right, the Twins had only one spot for Astudillo, a 5-foot-9, 235-pounder who had played only four games 
in center field during the 2014-15 Venezuelan Winter League season. Astudillo was already using Rosario’s outfield glove because his outfield 
glove was all the way back in the clubhouse and he had no time or desire to run up the 50 stairs to get it. 
 
“It was really hot out there,” Astudillo said through a translator. “I think as a team we tried to adjust to the weather today, but it was just hard.” 
 
Finally came the Odorizzi at-bat to end the game. 
 
Bench coach Derek Shelton said the Twins’ only options to pinch hit for reliever Matt Belisle, who retired all five batters he faced, were Odorizzi 
and Kyle Gibson. They opted for Odorizzi because he previously had warmed up in case the Twins needed a pinch runner. As for Odorizzi’s last 
pinch-hit appearance? Shelton had a guess. 
 
“I bet it was at Highland High School back in the day,” Shelton said. 
 
After the contest, at least a few Twins personnel wondered why Major League Baseball has rules in place to deal with cold weather but not 
extreme heat. Both teams’ TV broadcasts also discussed the subject at length as players began to be forced from the game. Wilson said it was the 
topic of almost every discussion with opposing hitters when he was behind the plate. Molitor at least entertained the topic, too. 
 
“When the conditions are like that, you do the best you can to get players ready, whatever we can possibly do to get them prepared with nutrition, 
hydration, all those types of things,” Molitor said. “It overtook three of our guys today that we had to get out of the game, and they had one on 
their side that was cramping, which probably was heat related, too. It was just tough.” 
 
 


	Minnesota Twins Daily Clips
	Sunday, July 1, 2018

