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FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES 
 

Angels' Mike Trout says his hamstring injury is 'no big deal' 
 
By Mike DiGiovanna 
 
Mike Trout said the left-hamstring injury that forced the Angels center fielder to be lifted for a pinch 
runner in the fifth inning of Tuesday night’s 9-3 win over the Houston Astros is minor, and that he 
expects to play in Wednesday night’s series finale in Angel Stadium. 

 “It’s just a little soreness, it’s no big deal,” said Trout, who started at designated hitter and drove in 
three runs with a sacrifice fly and a pair of RBI singles. “I don’t feel it when I run. I just feel it a little after 
I run. I just know it’s there.” 

Trout’s last hit Tuesday night was a bases-loaded chopper to third that he beat out for an infield single. 
The Angels took a 9-1 lead on the play, more than enough cushion for Manager Mike Scioscia to pull 
Trout from the game. 

“It’s precautionary,” Trout said. “If it was a close game, I wouldn’t have come out, but I don’t want it to 
become a bigger issue.” 
 
 

Angels coast to 9-3 win over Houston Astros 
 
By Mike DiGiovanna 
 
KEY MOMENT: With two outs and the bases empty in the first inning, Houston first baseman Chris 
Carter booted Albert Pujols' grounder for an error. Pitcher Scott Feldman walked Raul Ibanez and Howie 
Kendrick to load the bases. David Freese stroked a two-run single to center, and Hank Conger hit an RBI 
single to right, the three unearned runs propelling the Angels toward a lopsided victory. 

AT THE PLATE: Every Angels starter had at least one hit, and the Angels went six for 14 with runners in 
scoring position. Kendrick had two hits, walked twice and scored twice, lifting his average to .310. He 
has 19 walks on the season, only four fewer than he had in all of 2013. 

ON THE MOUND: Michael Kohn replaced starter Tyler Skaggs to start the eighth with a 9-1 lead and was 
tagged for two runs and three hits, only the second time in 21 appearances the right-hander has been 
charged with a run. 

ON THE BASES: Collin Cowgill's aggressive baserunning led to two Angels runs. In the fourth, he tagged 
from first on Erick Aybar's fly to left, took third on a wild pitch and scored on Mike Trout's infield single. 
In the fifth, he raced from second to third on Trout's high chopper to third and slid into the bag before 
Matt Dominguez's tag while a run scored. 

ACCOUNTABLE ANGEL: Catcher Chris Iannetta took full blame for Monday night's botched pickoff 
attempt, when pitcher Garrett Richards threw wide of third baseman Luis Jimenez in the first, an error 
that aided Houston's three-run rally. "Mike gives signs from the dugout," Iannetta said, referring to 
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Manager Mike Scioscia. "I thought he put a pick on and gave the sign to Garrett. He didn't. That one's on 
me." 

REHAB REPORT: Right fielder Kole Calhoun (right-ankle sprain) hit .500 (11 for 22) with a homer, two 
doubles and five RBIs in five games for triple-A Salt Lake. He returned to Anaheim on Tuesday and will 
be activated for Wednesday night's game. … Left fielder Josh Hamilton (torn left-thumb ligament) will 
begin a stint with Salt Lake on Thursday and is expected to join the Angels on Monday in Seattle. 

EXTRA BASES: Trout started at designated hitter for the second time in 10 days, Scioscia saying he 
wanted to give the center fielder a day off his feet "to freshen up a bit." … To make room for Freese, the 
Angels optioned Jimenez to triple A. … Jockey Victor Espinoza, who rode California Chrome to wins at 
the Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes, and Art Sherman, the horse's trainer, will throw out 
ceremonial first pitches before Wednesday night's game. 

UP NEXT: Right-hander Jered Weaver (4-3, 3.14 ERA) will oppose Houston right-hander Collin McHugh 
(2-2, 3.48 ERA) at Angel Stadium on Wednesday at 7 p.m. On the air: FS West. Radio: 830 AM. 
 
 

Time is on Angels' side in 9-3 victory over Astros 
 
By Mike DiGiovanna 
 
Houston ace Scott Feldman, who started against the Angels on Tuesday night, has a reputation as one of 
baseball's most deliberate-working pitchers, the right-hander's 24.1-second average time between 
pitches the 16th-slowest in baseball, according to Fangraphs. 

The Angels got bogged down in Minute Maid Park on April 6, when Feldman slow-played his way 
through a seven-inning, one-run, three-hit effort, often violating a rule that requires a pitcher, when the 
bases are empty, to deliver his next pitch within 12 seconds of receiving the ball from the catcher. 

It's a tactic pitchers sometimes use to throw off the timing of hitters, much like a batter will step out of 
the box to throw off the rhythm of a quick-working pitcher. Umpires rarely enforce the rule, but if it was 
a football game, Feldman would have been flagged for a few delay-of-game penalties. 

For at least one Angel, though, Feldman's style is preferable to a pitcher who approaches the game as if 
it was a two-minute drill. 

"I'd rather have that than to get Buehrle'd," catcher Hank Conger said, laughing at his ability to turn the 
last name of baseball's fastest-working pitcher, Toronto left-hander Mark Buehrle (16.1 seconds 
between pitches), into a verb. 

"It's tough as hitters because we can't really dictate the pace of play. As catchers, we like to have our 
pitchers work fast because it helps the fielders behind them." 

Angels hitting coach Dave Hansen said the biggest challenge when facing a pitcher like Feldman, who 
entered Tuesday with a 2-1 record and 2.63 earned-run average, is to not allow his pace to frustrate 
you. 



May 21, 2014   Page 5 of 38 

 

"We have to make adjustments to tempo all the time, and a pitcher working extremely slow is one of 
them," Hansen said. "You can start thinking too much. We need to be able to react. It's important to 
control our emotions at the plate. That's the cat-and-mouse game." 

There is no 12-second rule when runners are on base, so hitters have to be extra patient in those 
situations. 

"With guys on base, he has every right to take as much time as he wants, and there's nothing we can do 
about it," Angels Manager Mike Scioscia said. "At some point, he's got to make a pitch, and at some 
point, if he makes a mistake, we have to square it up and hit it hard." 

The Angels did just that Tuesday night, roughing up Feldman for eight runs — though five were 
unearned — and nine hits in four innings of a 9-3 victory in Angel Stadium, only their second win in their 
last 10 home games against the lowly Astros. 

Third baseman David Freese, who was activated Tuesday afternoon after missing 16 games because of a 
small fracture on the middle finger of his right hand, drove in four runs with a two-run single to center in 
the first, a ground ball in the fifth and a double off the right-field wall in the sixth. 

Mike Trout, who started at designated hitter, drove in three runs with a second-inning sacrifice fly and 
RBI singles in the fourth and fifth but was pulled for a pinch-runner in the fifth becuase of tightness in 
one of his legs. Scioscia would not elaborate on his condition. 

In Angels starter Tyler Skaggs, who allowed one unearned run in eight innings of a 5-1 win over the 
Astros on April 5, Feldman met his match. The 22-year-old left-hander is actually every bit as deliberate 
as Feldman, having entered Tuesday with a 25.2-second average time between pitches, the sixth-
slowest in baseball. 

But unlike Feldman, Skaggs didn't make many mistakes while allowing one run and five hits in seven 
innings Tuesday night, striking out six and walking one to improve to 4-1 and lower his ERA from 4.53 to 
4.14. 
 
 

David Freese returns to Angels lineup; Calhoun, Hamilton getting close 
 
By Mike DIGiovanna 
 
Angels third baseman David Freese, sidelined since May 3 because of a small fracture on the middle 
finger of his right hand, was activated and in the lineup for Tuesday night’s game against the Houston 
Astros. 

Right fielder Kole Calhoun, out since April 16 because of a right-ankle sprain, could return as early as 
Wednesday, and left fielder Josh Hamilton, out since April 9 because of a torn left-thumb ligament, 
should join the Angels on  Monday in Seattle after a minor-league stint for triple-A Salt Lake, which he 
will begin  Thursday. 
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Relievers Dane De La Rosa (shoulder irritation) and Sean Burnett (elbow surgery) could also be activated 
within a week, creating the very distinct possibility the Angels could be at full strength for the first time 
this season. 

But to put it that way might demean the many reserves and minor league callups who have helped the 
Angels to a 24-20 record entering Tuesday night’s game. 

 “I’d like to think we’ve always had a full-strength team, but maybe we’ll have a little more depth,” 
Manager Mike Scioscia said. “We’ve been playing well. The guys in the bullpen have started to jell, and 
the rotation has been terrific. 

“On the offensive side, it’s going to be nice to get a little deeper of a lineup. Even though the guys who 
have been in there have been scoring the runs we need, it will be good to take a little pressure off some 
guys and to be little better balanced with Kole and Josh hitting from the left side.” 

Freese, who had two homers and four walks in three games at Salt Lake, said he feels a little discomfort 
in the finger when he throws, but it’s “something I can deal with.” The injury hasn’t affected his swing. 

Freese was batting .202 when he went on the disabled list, but he was just beginning to find a groove, 
with eight hits in 21 at-bats before he was hit on the right hand by a Colby Lewis fastball May 2. 

“I’m confident I can pick up where I left off,” Freese said. “I felt good before I got hurt. There were some 
things I was working on. I’m excited to get back in there. It felt a lot longer than two weeks.” 

Hamilton, who hit .444 with two homers and six runs batted in before suffering his injury on a head-first 
slide into first base in Seattle on April 8, has been hitting on the field for about a week and said he feels 
no pain or discomfort in his surgically repaired thumb. 

“The biggest thing with injuries is you can’t think about them; you have to do what you naturally do 
when you’re healthy,” Hamilton said. “The quicker you can do that, the faster you get back to where you 
were. That was my mentality, to swing, and if it hurts, work through it. Fortunately, it hasn’t hurt.” 

Calhoun is 11 for 22 (.500) with a homer, two doubles, a triple and five RBIs in five triple-A games, and if 
he is not activated Wednesday, he probably will join the Angels for Friday night’s game against Kansas 
City. 
 
 
 

FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 
 

Angels Afterthoughts: Skaggs, Trout and Calhoun 
 
By Pedro Moura 

ANAHEIM – Tyler Skaggs had what was probably his second-best start as an Angel on Tuesday night, and 
he credited it to one pitch that wasn’t effective in his best start – or any of his others. 

It was his 12-6 curveball, which he threw 22 times in the 9-3 win over the Astros. 

http://www.ocregister.com/angels/trout-615094-afterthoughts-angels.html
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“My curveball finally felt like it was to the point where I could throw it for a strike, and I could bounce it 
when I wanted to,” Skaggs said. “That’s my bread and butter, and it hasn’t been here the whole year. It 
really felt good today. It gave me a little confidence boost to know that I could throw the curveball at 
any time.” 

What’s interesting is that Skaggs didn’t throw the curveball any more than he normally has this season. 
He just felt better about it. But the 22-year-old always displays a trust in his ability and in his specific 
pitches, even when they're not at their best. 

“You hear the term trust your stuff and a lot of times it’s a cliché, but I think in his case, he really 
understands what he can do, how he can pitch to contact,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 

Skaggs has allowed one earned run in 15 innings against the lowly Astros and 26 earned runs in 43 2/3 
innings against other teams. 

Scioscia said that wasn’t a concern. 

“He’s one of our few pitchers that pitch well against the Astros, to be honest with you,” Scioscia said. 
“Those guys have been swinging the bats well against us. Tyler’s pitched good baseball. There’s probably 
a couple starts that got away from him, but for the most part he’s pitched really, really good baseball for 
us.” 

It was Skaggs’ first win at home this year. He said that was meaningful. 

“What can I say?” Skaggs said. “I grew up being an Angels fan. I always get a little more excitement going 
on the mound here. Maybe a little too much adrenaline, but today I felt like it was calm, cool and 
collected, so it was fun game today.” 

TROUT’S TIGHTNESS 

So Mike Trout served as the designated hitter Tuesday. And, in discussing the decision to give him a sort 
of half-day, Scioscia said before the game that Trout was feeling totally fine. 

Then Scioscia removed Trout after he reached base on an infield single in the bottom of the fifth inning. 
But there are still no serious injury concerns, the manager said. 

“He’s OK,” Scioscia said. “He’s just been battling a little bit of tightness, and we just wanted to get him 
out of there, get him off his feet.” 

So began the following exchange between the manager and the media: Where is the tightness? 

“A little bit in his leg,” Scioscia said. 

Is it in his hamstring? 
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“His leg.” 

Which one? 

“One of the two.” 

Scioscia laughed then, but he wouldn’t reveal anything past that. 

Trout said the tightness was in his left hamstring, but he said it wasn’t serious. 

He’s expected to be in Wednesday’s lineup for the series finale against Houston. 

CALHOUN TO RETURN 

Also in the lineup will be right fielder Kole Calhoun, who passed a five-game rehab assignment for Triple-
A Salt Lake with flying colors by going 11-for-22. 

Now he’ll return to the Angels, Scioscia confirmed after Tuesday’s game. 

“There’s an outstanding chance that Kole Calhoun’s in the lineup tomorrow,” Scioscia said. “Kole 
Calhoun will be activated tomorrow.” 
 
 

Angels' Skaggs picks up first win at home 
 
By Pedro Moura 

ANAHEIM – The Angels entered Tuesday’s game against the Houston Astros as the top hitting team in 
the American League with runners in scoring position and two outs. 

And they played like it against the bottom dwellers of the AL West, scoring six runs with two outs while 
cruising to a 9-3 win over the Astros at Angel Stadium. 

Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (4-1) started and earned his first win at Angel Stadium with a seven-inning, 
one-run effort. He struck out six and walked one while allowing five hits, posting his fifth quality start in 
nine tries. 

“Just a terrific game from Tyler,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “He’s got a real sound game plan of 
what he wants to do. Even in the times when it hasn’t worked out, he understands the adjustments he 
needs to make.” 

The win was the 22-year-old’s fourth, surpassing his combined total from his 2012 and 2013 seasons 
with the Diamondbacks. Skaggs has a 0.60 ERA in 15 innings against the Astros and a 5.36 ERA in 432/3 
innings against everybody else, adding up to a 4.14 overall mark. 
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The Angels (25-20) began Tuesday hitting .251 with runners in scoring position and two outs, the best 
such mark in the American League and fourth-best in the majors. The Giants lead with a .281 average. 

The Angels got a little lucky in the first inning when Albert Pujols reached base on an error after Erick 
Aybar and Mike Trout made outs. 

Raul Ibanez and Howie Kendrick followed by drawing walks off Houston starter Scott Feldman, and 
David Freese hit a two-run single in his first game back from a broken finger. 

Catcher Hank Conger added an RBI single in the first, and Skaggs was staked to a 3-0 lead. 

The Angels added to it in the second, when Efren Navarro doubled, Aybar singled and Trout hit a 
sacrifice fly. 

Another run scored in the fourth, on a two-out Trout single, and three more came around in the fifth. 

“David got us going,” Scioscia said. “We knew when he got it going it was going to be important to our 
lineup. 

“He’s got a great approach with runners in scoring position, and we’re really happy to have him back.” 

Freese had four RBI. Trout, the DH for the day, was removed from the game after legging out an infield 
single in the fifth because of mild left hamstring tightness. 

The 22-year-old has started all 45 contests for the Angels this year. 

Scioscia said he could have remained in the game had the Angels not been up by seven runs. 
 
 

Miller: Angels get back in the game 
 
By Jeff Miller 

ANAHEIM – This time last year the Angels weren’t officially buried alive yet, but they were beginning to 
diet on dirt. 

They were as underperforming as they were overpaid and en route to another poor finish that had some 
very wise observers questioning the continued employment of Mike Scioscia. 

I questioned it, too. 

But today? 

“I’m feeling better because I lost 401/2 pounds,” Scioscia said Tuesday, and some diets obviously are 
better than others. “So I do feel better waking up in the morning. 



May 21, 2014   Page 10 of 38 

 

“As far as coming out here and enjoying the game … I can’t say I’m having any more fun. It was as much 
fun last year or the year before as it is now.” 

He’s in his 15th season doing this with the Angels, and no manager survives that long without learning to 
embrace a little misery, or a lot of misery if he had to endure the image of Joe Blanton trying to pitch. 

But my point was a simple one, not that the sports section is the venue to build any real complex 
arguments. This is the space where grown men seriously debate topics like whether Donald Sterling is 
the worst person on Earth or just the devil. 

I figured that, given the Angels’ striking improvement in the standings from a year ago – entering 
Tuesday they were seven games ahead of their 2013 pace – Scioscia must be in a better mood these 
days. 

“I guess that depends on who you ask,” he said. “I try to be the same.” 

Scioscia can be painfully consistent and predictable, qualities that don’t excite the media but certainly fit 
this day-to-day game well, baseball being a sport that moves at such a plodding speed it often loiters. 

And, so far this season, baseball also has moved at an incredibly mediocre speed, as if trying to find 
another reason to cause eyelids to droop and heads to bob. 

With only a handful of exceptions, most teams remain within an arm’s reach of average – that’s a record 
of .500 – a development that means one decent stretch can turn something so-so into something 
special. 

That’s how three pretty good weeks now have vaulted the Angels into a position where their record is 
dangerously close to being worthy of their payroll. When’s the last time anyone around here thought 
that? 

“The results of winning and losing definitely give you confidence as far as the group moving in the right 
direction,” Scioscia explained, and that’s exactly the sort of thing you’d tell someone to say if they were 
trying to be painfully predictable. 

What’s more, the Angels have done this without getting Mike Trout production from Mike Trout himself, 
without getting an RBI from Albert Pujols for nine straight games and without getting anything from the 
injured Josh Hamilton. 

They’ve done this despite issues with closer Ernesto Frieri, an 0-6 start by Hector Santiago and the 
extended recovery of Sean Burnett, the most written-about, asked-about, relentlessly media-monitored 
reliever in the history of the franchise, at least among pitchers with fewer than 15 career Angel 
appearances. 
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Scioscia confirmed that Burnett is “very, very close” to rejoining the bullpen, which is great news since – 
when he does return – we no longer have to be subjected to daily updates about how close Burnett is to 
returning. 

The Angels are playing better and getting healthier, the talk suddenly about this team possessing too 
many good players, as if having to stash talent in the minors is a negative. 

There seems to be genuine consternation among some in the media about the roster decisions that will 
cost a few players their jobs. But if sticking around in the big leagues was easy Blanton would still be 
here. 

Somehow, though, the Angels began Tuesday having lost seven of their past eight games at home 
against this Houston team, a faceless, nameless bunch that some people have joked belongs in Triple-A. 

That’s not true, naturally, Triple-A already having enough players you never heard of. 

Before Tuesday’s game, the Angels announced that the jockey and trainer of California Chrome will be 
throwing out the ceremonial first pitch Wednesday, which is cool but not as great as California Chrome 
throwing out the first pitch. 

Of course, bringing a horse out to the pitcher’s mound invites all sorts of potential problems, not the 
least of which could be a mess no bullpen would want to clean up. 

The Angels don’t need a jam like that. Not now. Not with their season moving in the right direction. Not 
with my prediction of a World Series title for them looking less ridiculous than ever. 

Scioscia’s feeling better because he has lost some significant weight. But he must be feeling better, too – 
at least a little bit – because his team, quite significantly, has found some footing. 
 
 

Navarro finally makes the big time for Angels 
 
By Pedro Moura 

ANAHEIM – On Day 2 of the 2007 baseball draft, Efren Navarro was playing summer-league baseball in 
rural Minnesota when the Angels called and told him they would select him in the 28th round, as long as 
he’d sign for a $20,000 bonus. 

He wouldn’t, he told his area scout, Jeff Scholzen. And so the Angels didn’t take him. 

“No was the first thing I said,” Navarro recalled. “And then as soon as I hung up the phone, I realized I 
should’ve said yes.” 

Lucky for him, the Angels took a late flyer on him anyway – a really, really late flyer. Navarro was 
eventually selected in the 50th and final round, with the 1,450th pick in a 1,453-pick draft. 
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He got offered even less and took it anyway on the advice of his parents. 

“They said, ‘What if this is your only opportunity to play?’” Navarro recalled. “So I took a chance, I took a 
risk, and now I’m here.” 

Here, after a seven-year trek up the minor-league ladder that’s still out under him. A slick-fielding first 
baseman turned corner outfielder, Navarro first appeared in the majors in September 2011, then went 
back to Triple-A for 1,168 more at-bats bookended by four major-league at-bats last September. 

He got another call-up May 9 and has performed well in his first extended chance, posting a .400 on-
base percentage in 25 plate appearances entering Tuesday. But he’s likely to return to Triple-A when 
right fielder Kole Calhoun is activated after a five-game rehab assignment, probably Wednesday. 

He is confident he’ll get another chance to impress the club that he first turned down seven years ago. 

“It’s always something I keep in my back pocket: I was a 50th-rounder,” Navarro said. “To me, my jersey 
could be taken away any day. That’s what keeps me striving for success and keeps me motivated.” 

FREESE ACTIVATED 

After a three-game rehab assignment for Salt Lake, third baseman David Freese was activated from the 
15-day disabled list and inserted into the sixth spot of the lineup, where he delivered a two-RBI single in 
his first at-bat back. 

Freese said he is still dealing with occasional pain in the broken right middle finger that forced him to 
miss time. He is not completely healed from the May 2 injury, but close enough that the team's medical 
staff has given full approval for him to play in games. 

“I did what I had to do in Salt Lake to prove that I could make every play,” Freese said before the game. 
“The swing feels good. Throwing, you still feel it, but you’re able to do everything, and that’s what we’re 
working through. I’m ready to go.” 

To make room, the Angels optioned third baseman Luis Jimenez to Triple-A Salt Lake. He hit .160 over 25 
at-bats while Freese was out. 

NOTES 

Outfielder Josh Hamilton (torn ligament in left thumb) will begin a rehab assignment with Triple-A Salt 
Lake on Thursday. He could re-join the Angels as soon as Monday in Seattle, where his injury occurred. 
… 

Mike Trout served as the designated hitter for the second time this season. He didn’t DH a game until 
August in 2013. Scioscia said it was simply rest for the 22-year-old center fielder. … 
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The Angels announced they will screen “The Lego Movie” on the scoreboards after Saturday’s 4:15 p.m. 
game against the Kansas City Royals. 
 
 

On deck: Astros at Angels, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
 
By Pedro Moura 

ASTROS AT ANGELS 

Where: Angel Stadium 

TV: Fox Sports West, 7 p.m. 

Did you know: California Chrome trainer Art Sherman and jockey Victor Espinoza will throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch before Wednesday's game. California Chrome won the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness Stakes and will vie to become the first Triple Crown winner since 1978 at the Belmont Stakes 
on June 7. 

THE PITCHERS 

RHP JERED WEAVER (4-3, 3.14) 

Weaver is feeling better than he has in a long time and performing quite well, too. In his past six starts, 
he has allowed only eight combined runs. He gave up nine in his first two starts. The last time Weaver 
faced the Astros, April 6, he gave up four homers at Minute Maid Park and took the loss. In his recent 
six-start streak, he has allowed two total homers, and only one in 21 1/3 innings in May. 

Vs. Astros: 1-1, 5.40 

At Angel Stadium: 61-26, 2.68 

Loves to face: Chris Carter, 0 for 4, 3 Ks 

Hates to face: Matt Dominguez, 2 for 5, 1 HR, 1 RBI 

RHP COLLIN McHUGH (2-2, 3.48) 

McHugh has made 14 starts for three teams over the past three seasons and posted a collective 6.78 
ERA, but he has been pretty sharp for Houston this season. His strikeout rate, in particular, has risen, 
beginning with his 12-strikeout effort against Seattle in his April 22 season debut. The Astros have lost 
all three of his outings in May, although one of them was a quality start. 

Vs. Angels: First game 
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FROM ANGELS.COM 
 

Fueled by Freese, Angels take care of Astros 
 
By Alden Gonzalez 

ANAHEIM -- Veteran third baseman David Freese was only on the disabled list for 17 days, but it was 
a long 17 days because his slash line was a paltry .202/.266/.286, because he couldn't wait to return to 
an Angels team that kept winning and because he was unsure if he could recapture the hot streak he 
carried before getting hurt. 

Tuesday night's game -- a 9-3 win at home over the Astros -- eased those concerns. 

Freese drove in four runs in his return from a nondisplaced fracture in his right middle finger, accounting 
for 50 percent of his output through the previous 24 games and supporting a lights-out Tyler Skaggs as 
the Angels won for the ninth time in 12 games. 

"I just tried to stay confident," Freese said. "I went through the rehab situation pretty seriously down in 
Tempe and then with the staff down in [Triple-A] Salt Lake, because I knew how well these guys were 
playing and I wanted to be able to just jump in and jump on that bandwagon that these guys were 
riding. It's been fun to watch, and now it's fun to be a part of." 

The Angels, five games over .500 again, played one of their most complete games of the season in the 
second game of this three-game series. Every starter had at least one hit, including Howie Kendrick (2-
for-3 with two walks, bringing his surging total to 19) and Mike Trout (2-for-3 with three RBIs). Skaggs 
pitched seven innings of one-run ball, throwing 71 of his 101 pitches for strikes to improve to 4-1 with a 
4.14 ERA. And the Angels plated eight runs (three earned) in four-plus innings against Scott Feldman, 
who was six weeks removed from pitching seven innings of one-run ball against them in Houston. 

But Freese stole the show. 

"This guy, he knows his way around the batter's box," manager Mike Scioscia said. "He hits in the clutch, 
and he had a good night tonight." 

Freese got the Angels on the board with a two-out, two-run single in the first, then drove in another run 
in the fifth, when shortstop Jonathan Villar booted his chopper, and capped the scoring in the sixth with 
a line-drive double off the wall in right-center. 

"That pitch was kind of middle-in, and I got through it," said Freese, who is riding an interrupted seven-
game hitting streak that has raised his batting average from .143 to .213. "That's big for me. I fouled off 
a lot of balls tonight that I wish I could have gotten through a little bit better, but it was a productive 
night." 

Freese was on an 8-for-21 stretch when Colby Lewis' fastball caught his right hand on May 2, forcing him 
to the disabled list. Two weeks later he went on a three-game rehab assignment for Triple-A Salt Lake, 
drawing four walks and notching two hits in 10 at-bats. Both of those hits were homers, prompting 
Trout to ask Freese where they were hit. 
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"When he told me right-center," Trout said, "I knew he was locked in." 

Hitting never gave Freese any pain; only throwing. But he fielded four grounders with no problems on 
Tuesday night and made a nifty play in the seventh, ranging to his left to field a tough short-hop and 
record the out at first. 

"Every day it gets a lot better," Freese said of the slight pain he still feels when throwing. 

"It's nice to have Freese back there," Skaggs said. "He's a great player, and he brings a lot of energy to 
the team, as you saw today." 

Right fielder and leadoff man Kole Calhoun, out since April 15 with a sprained right ankle, will be 
activated off the DL on Wednesday. Left fielder and cleanup hitter Josh Hamilton, out since April 8 after 
undergoing surgery on his left thumb, hopes to be back by Monday. And if Tuesday was any indication, 
Freese hasn't skipped a beat. 

The Angels had been winning, and now an offense that ranks fourth in the Majors in runs is getting 
significantly healthier. 

"That's big," said Trout, who was removed for a pinch-runner in the fifth as a precaution because of 
some tightness he's been feeling in his left hamstring. "When we get Kole back and get Josh, get in full 
strength, it's going to fun. We just need to keep having good at-bats. But seeing Freese-y drive the ball 
to right-center -- that's Freese." 
 
 

Freese returns from DL; Jimenez optioned 
 
By Alden Gonzalez 

ANAHEIM -- David Freese was activated off the disabled list on Tuesday, starting at third base and 
batting sixth after missing 18 days with a non-displaced fracture in his right middle finger. 

Now the question is: Will the Angels get the Freese who struggled through most of the first month, or 
the one who was showing signs of turning it around just before landing on the shelf? 

The 31-year-old is "confident" it'll be the latter. 

"I felt good before I got hurt," Freese said. "There were some things that I was working on, and I went to 
[Triple-A] Salt Lake and kind of picked up where I left off. I'm excited to get back in there. It felt longer 
than two weeks, that's for sure." 

Freese returns with a .202/.266/.286 slash line, but he had eight hits in the 21 at-bats that spanned six 
games before he took a Colby Lewis fastball to his right hand on May 2. 

Just before getting hurt, Freese realized he was "kind of forcing myself to stay so much inside the ball 
that I was overturning and I couldn't get the path that I normally like to the ball." 

So he made an adjustment that allowed him to "get in a position to kind of just get my body free to 
attack the ball." 

http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=407890


May 21, 2014   Page 16 of 38 

 

Freese believes he can continue to apply that. 

At this point it's all about tolerating some lingering pain in the finger when he throws. 

"I did what I had to do in Salt Lake to prove I can make every play," said Freese, whose return meant 
that third baseman Luis Jimenez was sent back to Triple-A. "The swing feels good. The throwing, you still 
feel it, but you're able to do everything. And that's what we're working through. It's been a little over 
two weeks, and recovery's been great. So I'm ready to go." 

Freese is fresh off playing in three games for the Bees, notching two hits -- both of them homers -- in 10 
at-bats and walking four times. He served as the designated hitter on Saturday, then started at third 
base on Sunday and Monday. He spiked his first throw after fielding a slow chopper, but "each day it got 
better, and yesterday was where I wanted to be, where I need to be." 

"Thankfully," he added, "because they had a 10:30 a.m. game this morning, and I didn't have to play in 
that." 

Hamilton confident he'll pick up where he left off 

ANAHEIM -- Left fielder Josh Hamilton is slated to start a rehab assignment with Triple-A Salt Lake on 
Thursday, and he is targeting a return to the Major League lineup by Monday's series opener in Seattle -- 
the city where he broke his left thumb while sliding into first base on April 8. 

When he does return, it'll mark the end of his longest stint on the disabled list since he reached the 
Majors in 2007. He's been out exactly six weeks as of Tuesday, but that doesn't make him feel as though 
he won't pick up on the .444/.545/.741 slash line he carried through the first eight games. 

"You have to confidence when you're playing, man," Hamilton said. "When I got hurt, I was doing well, 
so why would I think I'd come back and struggle? The good thing about my swing right now is if I have a 
mishit or something, I can feel what I did wrong. And that's ultimately where you want to be." 

Hamilton has been taking batting practice on the field, with both hands on the bat, ever since the Angels 
returned from their most recent road trip on Thursday and has been driving the ball with no restrictions. 
He had been running and throwing for much longer than that. Now all that's left is seeing some pitching. 

"The biggest thing with injuries is, you can't think about it or try to favor anything," he said. "You do 
what you naturally do when everything's healthy. And the quicker you can do that, the faster it'll 
respond when you're out there healthy. That was the mentality -- just swing, and if it hurts, work 
through it. Fortunately, it didn't hurt." 

Navarro has shown he can play outfield 

ANAHEIM -- Right fielder Kole Calhoun (sprained right ankle) will be activated from the disabled list for 
Wednesday's series finale against the Astros, and that could meanEfren Navarro is to be sent back to 
Triple-A. 

If Navarro departs, he'll do so having shown the Angels that he can contribute as an outfielder. 

http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=499864
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=285078
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=519068
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"I've obviously proven that I can make the adjustments, and I just want the team to know that I'm 
capable of playing out there and showing them the confidence every day," Navarro said. "And plus, I'll 
continue to work and get better. But whatever happens, I came up here and did my job and helped the 
team win." 

Navarro -- taken in the 50th round of the 2007 First-Year Player Draft -- has long been the best defensive 
first baseman in the organization, but he had been mired in Triple-A for the vast majority of the previous 
three seasons and figured he'd give the outfield a shot during winter ball this past offseason. 

He alerted the coaches in Spring Training, spent some time in left field with the Salt Lake Bees and has 
started six games in the corner outfield -- including Tuesday in right field -- since his May 9 callup, 
batting .318/.400/.500 in the process. 

The 28-year-old has read balls well off the bat in left and right field. And on Monday he recorded his first 
outfield assist, cutting off Dexter Fowler's RBI single in right-center, spinning and making an on-target 
one-hop throw to second for the out. 

"I knew I had a good arm, but there's a lot in there that I didn't know about," he said. "It's good to see." 

Worth noting 

• The Angels will host a screening of "The Lego Movie" at the conclusion of Saturday's 4:15 p.m. PT 
game against the Royals. The movie -- 100 minutes long -- will begin approximately 15 minutes after the 
game and will be showed on the left and right field videoboards. Outfield grass viewing is available on a 
first-come-first-served basis. 

• Mike Trout served as the designated hitter for the second time in nine days on Tuesday and was taken 
out for a pinch-runner in the fifth inning. After the game, a 9-3 win, Trout said he nursed some tightness 
in his left hamstring the previous two days but added that it's nothing serious and that he would have 
stayed in if the Angels didn't have a seven-run lead at that point. 
 
 

Healthier Halos have series win in sight 
 
By Alden Gonzalez 

The Angels have held their heads above water, and now they're getting a lot healthier. 

Third baseman David Freese was activated off the disabled list on Tuesday, right fielder Kole Calhoun 
could return on Wednesday, left fielder Josh Hamilton is hopeful of rejoining the team by Monday's 
series opener in Seattle, and key relievers Dane De La Rosa and Sean Burnett could both be less than a 
week away. 

"It's going to be nice to get a little bit deeper [of an] offensive lineup," Angels manager Mike Scioscia 
said. "Even though with the guys who have been in there, we've been scoring runs as needed, it's going 
to be good to take a little bit of pressure off some of the guys with a little deeper look. A little more 
balance, too. When you're missing two big left-handed hitters in Hamilton and Calhoun, you have to mix 
and match a lot more than you would if they were in there." 

http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=451594
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=545361
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The Angels, coming off a 9-3 win on Tuesday night, have won nine of their last 12 games and have a 
chance to take their fourth consecutive series in Wednesday's finale, in which ace Jered Weaver will 
oppose Astros right-hander Collin McHugh. 

McHugh -- 2-2 with a 3.48 ERA -- is one of five Major League pitchers this season to have allowed three 
hits or fewer while striking out seven or more in at least three starts, joining the star-studded foursome 
of Johnny Cueto, Adam Wainwright, Max Scherzer and Jose Fernandez. 

He's back in his comfort zone, starting every five days after bouncing between the bullpen and rotation -
- not to mention the Majors and the Minors -- with the Mets and Rockies the previous two seasons. 

"It's easier to get into a routine when you do one or the other," McHugh said. "Most of my time in the 
Minor Leagues was as a starter, so this is what I'm used to." 

And this is the Weaver the Angels are used to seeing. 

After a rough start to the season, the 31-year-old right-hander is back on track, posting a 1.86 ERA over 
his last six starts. Weaver, now 4-3 with a 3.14 ERA, recently said that his arm feels 100 percent healthy 
for the first time since "probably 2008, 2009." He credits that to the stretching and massage therapy to 
which he committed himself this offseason, and he feels he's slowly getting his strength back, too. 

He also feels there's upside left. 

"Oh yeah, absolutely," Weaver said. "I think that I can get stronger. It's just going to take me doing the 
work and continuing to trust the training staff and the strength staff, and just going out there and trying 
to get this thing resolved." 

Astros: Hoes struck by illness 
Outfielder L.J. Hoes was ill on Tuesday afternoon and had to be sent back to the team hotel, prompting 
manager Bo Porter to use both of his catchers, Carlos Corporan and Jason Castro, while moving Jesus 
Guzman from first base to left field and shifting Chris Carter from designated hitter to first base. Hoes' 
status for Wednesday's series finale is unknown. 

Angels: Burnett getting close 

Burnett is slated to make his sixth rehab appearance for Double-A Arkansas on Wednesday, and it could 
be his final one. The 31-year-old, in the final stages of recovering from August elbow surgery, has 
notched four consecutive scoreless outings, and Scioscia said on Tuesday that he's "very close." 

Worth noting 
• Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes-winning jockey Victor Espinoza and California Chrome trainer 
Art Sherman will throw out the ceremonial first pitch before Wednesday's game. 

• The Angels' 13 comeback wins were the second most in the Majors heading into Tuesday's game. But 
eight of their last 15 losses have come by one run. 

• A win on Wednesday would give the Astros their third consecutive series victory. The last time they 
won three straight series was from Aug. 30 to Sept. 8, 2010. 
 

 



May 21, 2014   Page 19 of 38 

 

FROM MLB.COM 
 

Hard work put Halos on the upswing 
 
By Richard Justice 

Here's to the Angels. A tip of the hat to you, fellas. They're back. At least they appear to be, and if you 

look at them from a certain angle, you can see that their 24-20 record is possibly the start of something 

more. 

If 24-20 doesn't blow your socks off, pay closer attention. The Angels were 17-27 at this point last 

season and 19-25 two years ago. Both those seasons began with high expectations and a sense of 

optimism. But the Halos fell so far behind so quickly that their seasons were over almost before they 

began. 

It's not just that the Angels are 24-20. It's how they got there. Albert Pujols is healthy again and hitting 

with confidence and power (12 home runs). Mike Trout is doing his usual thing, with 10 doubles, four 

triples and eight home runs. His strikeouts are up, but this is part of the adjustment period every young 

player experiences as scouting reports get around. 

The Angels are third in the American League in runs despite Josh Hamilton having played just eight 

games. Once he returns from the disabled list, the Halos finally could have that Pujols-Trout-Hamilton 

combination performing at a high level. 

They've also gotten solid starting pitching, especially from the front three of Jered Weaver, C.J. 

Wilson and Garrett Richards. The Angels are 15-9 in their 24 starts. Tyler Skaggs has shown flashes of 

being exactly what the Halos hoped he would be. 

And then there's 27-year-old right-hander Matt Shoemaker. He was summoned from the Minor Leagues 

when Hector Santiago was sent to the bullpen, and in two starts, he has beaten Cliff Leeand David Price. 

Shoemaker was signed as an undrafted free agent out of Eastern Michigan six years ago to fill out a 

roster at a low Minor League level. 

Shoemaker has spent seven seasons in the Minors, including all or parts of the last five at Triple-A, and 

he is a reminder that the most difficult thing to measure in sports is heart and determination. He simply 

was going to figure things out. 

Shoemaker is also a reminder that movement and location are as important as velocity. He's throwing 

strikes, challenging hitters and keeping them off balance. Shoemaker has also polished a nice curveball 

to mix into a catalogue that already had a fastball, slider and split-finger. Because he's throwing all four 

pitches at different speeds and because he's throwing strikes, he has a chance to get comfortable in the 

big leagues. 

http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=405395
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=545361
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=285078
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=450308
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=450351
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=450351
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=572070
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=572140
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=533167
http://mlb.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=502327
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The Angels have gotten nice work from utility players Grant Green and C.J. Cron as well as 23-year-old 

right-hander Mike Morin, among others. In other words, their organizational depth has been tested in 

these first weeks and has passed with flying colors. 

As general manager Jerry Dipoto has sorted through his bullpen options, that group has performed 

better, but it will be a work in progress for awhile. Meanwhile, the Halos keep winning. They've won 

eight of 11 to keep the A's in sight in the AL West, and they have come from behind 13 times, including 

five times in the last 11 days. 

Those are the victories that build confidence and resilience, that send a message that this is a club made 

of the right stuff. Maybe a couple of bitterly disappointing seasons will make this little ride that much 

more special. Sometimes, things work out exactly the way they were drawn up. Sometimes, though, 

they don't. 

Even if a GM has done a dozen things right, things can still come undone. There's always a human 

element. There's also an unknown element about good teams, a chemistry or a leadership factory or 

something. 

This 24-20 start is a refreshing change. In Arte Moreno, the Angels have an owner who has given his 

baseball people the resources to sign big-ticket free agents and to put a first-class product on the field. 

And in Dipoto, the Angels have a widely-respected GM, one who has continued to focus on the big 

picture, to build a great organization from top to bottom. As important as Hamilton and Pujols have 

been to the Halos, they simply can't win without getting contributions from products of the system like 

Green, Cron, Shoemaker and Morin. 

Finally, there's Mike Scioscia. In his 16th season on the job, he remains as smart and organized and 

competitive as any manager. There's no way to have a conversation about the best managers in the 

game without including Scioscia. Four seasons out of the playoffs have eaten at him and driven him to 

get it right. 

So Dipoto and Scioscia have been rewarded in these first weeks with a club that reflects plenty of their 

own competitive fire and resolve. The Angels are third in the AL in home runs, but they're first in triples 

and third in stolen bases. 

Those numbers tell you this is an aggressive club, a club that has a couple of different ways to win 
games. So far, it's working. Here's to good, smart work rewarded. 
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FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 
Freese get 4 RBIs in return as Angels beat Astros 
 
By Joe Resnick 
 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- David Freese demonstrated just how much the Los Angeles Angels needed his 
bat in the lineup the past two weeks. 

Freese had a season-high four RBIs after getting reinstated from the disabled list, Tyler Skaggspitched 
seven solid innings and the Los Angeles Angels scored five unearned runs against Scott Feldman to beat 
the Houston Astros 9-3 on Tuesday night. 

In three rehab games with Salt Lake, Freese was 2-for-10 with two home runs, four RBI and four walks. 

''It's a lot better. It's pretty close to being where it should be,'' Freese said. ''I did what I needed to do 
down in Salt Lake to prove that I could come back here and be in the lineup.'' 

Freese was in the Angels' lineup for the first time since May 2, when he sustained a non-displaced 
fracture in the middle finger of his right hand after getting hit by a pitch from Texas' Colby Lewis. The 
2011 World Series MVP had as many as four RBIs twice last season with the St. Louis Cardinals, including 
a grand slam against Milwaukee. 

''He was put through the paces for the last week, both up here and when he went down there to rehab 
in Triple-A in his workouts and in the games,'' manager Mike Scioscia said. ''He's able to do the things 
were going to need him to do at third base.'' 

Mike Trout had three RBIs in his second game of the season as a designated hitter, helping the Angels 
win for the ninth time in 12 games. It was only the third multi-RBI game this month for Trout. 

Skaggs (4-1) allowed five hits, struck out six and walked one, helping end Houston's three-game winning 
streak. The only run against the left-hander came on a sacrifice fly by Matt Dominguez in the fourth. 

''He attacked the zone with his fastball, and his breaking ball was pretty good,'' Astros manager Bo 
Porter said. ''Jose Altuve came into the dugout and said he was having trouble picking up the spin. So 
when Altuve's having trouble picking up the spin, you know he's throwing a good one.'' 

Feldman (2-2) was charged with eight runs and nine hits in four-plus innings in his third start off the DL, 
after missing three turns because of biceps tendinitis. The right-hander was undermined by his defense, 
as first baseman Chris Carter' and shortstop Jonathan Villar committed costly fielding errors in the first 
and fifth innings, respectively. 

''We had been able to stay away from what I call 'High-leverage' impact errors. And the two errors today 
led to runs, so that hurt us,'' manager Bo Porter said. 

http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8402/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9126/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7622/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/hou/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/stl/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8640/
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Houston's starting pitchers had allowed just six unearned runs combined in 265 innings entering 
Tuesday. In Feldman's 13 previous career starts against the Angels, he had yielded only one unearned 
run - the result of a throwing error by then-Texas batterymate Taylor Teagarden. 

''We've been doing a great job of catching the ball, and tonight I feel like I really let the guys down,'' 
Feldman said. ''I felt pretty good - it was just a matter of not making too many good pitches when I 
needed to. And when I was missing my spots and hanging curveballs, those guys made me pay because 
they're pretty good at what they do. From the get-go I was leaving stuff over the middle, leaving stuff up 
and missing my spots by four feet. And they kept on the attack.'' 

The Angels, who lead the majors with 35 first-inning runs, grabbed a 3-0 advantage after Carter 
misplayed a short-hop grounder by Albert Pujols. Feldman walked the next two batters, and Freese 
whacked a 1-1 pitch to left-center for a two-run single. Hank Conger then singled home Howie Kendrick. 

Trout drove in the Halos' next two runs with a sacrifice fly in the second and an RBI single off Feldman's 
left foot in the fourth. 

Houston's Darin Downs walked Erick Aybar with the bases loaded during the Angels' three-run fifth, and 
Trout greeted Jerome Williams with a run-scoring infield hit. 

Williams struck out Pujols to end the fifth, making him 0 for 8 with the bases loaded. But Freese doubled 
home a run against Williams in the sixth to make it 9-1. 

NOTES: Angels LF Josh Hamilton is scheduled to begin a rehab assignment with Triple-A Salt Lake on 
Thursday. He's been out of the lineup since April 6, when he tore a ligament in his left thumb on a 
headfirst slide into first base at Seattle. ... The Astros haven't won more than three in a row since a four-
game stretch last Sept. 9-13, which was immediately followed by a season-ending 15-game losing streak. 
... The Angels were 10-6 during Freese's absence. 
 
 

Astros-Angels Preview 
 
By Jeff Mezydlo 
 
After a rough start to his season, Jered Weaver continues to make progress for the Los Angeles Angels. 

The right-hander looks for a seventh consecutive strong start Wednesday night and a better effort than 
his most recent against the visiting Houston Astros. 

Weaver (4-3, 3.14 ERA) went 0-2 with a 5.79 ERA in his first three starts. In his second outing of the year, 
he allowed five runs on four homers in 5 2-3 innings of a 7-4 loss at Houston on April 6. 

Since those three games, the former 20-game winner has posted a 1.86 ERA in six outings. Weaver won 
three straight starts before a 3-0 home loss to Tampa Bay on Friday in which he gave up two runs and 
three hits in seven innings. 

http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7708/
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Plagued by an elbow injury that forced him to miss significant time early last season, Weaver has seen 
positive results from working to increase his arm strength through exercise, massage therapy and 
weight training. 

"I knew it was going to come; it was just a matter of when," he told the Angels' official website. "I've 
been working really hard to try to get back to where I know I can be. Hopefully, I can keep this going and 
keep working hard to get back to where I need to be." 

Los Angeles (25-20) hopes to keep surging after winning for the ninth time in 12 games Tuesday, 9-3 to 
even the three-game series. David Freese had two hits and four RBIs in his return from missing 16 games 
with a non-displaced fracture in the middle finger of his right hand. 

"It's good to be back and get things going again," he said. "To get activated and be part of this group, 
that's what you want." 

Freese has gone 10 for 26 with seven RBIs in his last seven games to raise his average from .143 to .213. 

Teammate Howie Kendrick has batted .356 in his last 12 games while Mike Trout drove in three runs and 
recorded his first multihit game in 20 contests Tuesday. 

Trout is batting .425 during an 11-game home hitting streak against the Astros (17-29). 

Freese is the only Angel that has faced Houston's Collin McHugh (2-2, 3.48), going 1 for 4 against him. 

McHugh allowed a run, five hits and struck out 19 in 15 1-3 innings to win his first two starts this season, 
but has posted a 6.32 ERA in three starts since. He allowed a three-run homer and another run in a sixth 
inning he could not finish during Friday's 7-2 loss to the Chicago White Sox. 

The best start of his last three outings came May 10, when he allowed two runs in 6 1-3 innings of a 5-4, 
10-inning loss at Baltimore. He's 1-0 with a 1.38 ERA in two road starts this season. 

Jose Altuve had three hits Tuesday for Houston, which lost for the second time in seven games overall 
and second in the last nine at Anaheim. 

Altuve is batting .418 during a 12-game hitting streak, and is 2 for 6 against Weaver. 

 
 

FROM THE LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS 
 

Tyler Skaggs, David Freese pace Angels to 9-3 win 
 
By JP Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM – The ball was in play, closely guarding its future plans while it dribbled meekly down the 
third-base line. Angels pitcher Tyler Skaggs turned away. If he was going to lose a no-hitter on a 
swinging-bunt single in the fourth inning, he didn’t want to watch. 

http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8402/
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The ball decided to turn foul at the last second and Skaggs exhaled. One pitch later, he lost the no-hitter 
on a line-drive single. Two batters later, he lost his shutout. 

At least Skaggs was never in danger of losing Tuesday’s game to the Houston Astros. David Freese made 
sure of that. 

Freese went 2 for 5 in his first major-league game since May 2 and the Angels beat the Astros 9-3. The 
third baseman, playing with a partially healed fracture in the middle finger of his right hand, collected as 
many RBIs (four) as he had 15 games into the season. 

“It’s great to have him,” Skaggs said of Freese. “He brings a lot of energy, a great attitude.” 

Mike Trout went 2 for 3 with three RBIs before he was removed with a tight muscle in one of his legs in 
the fifth inning. By then, the Angels were already leading by seven runs; Angels manager Mike Scioscia 
said that Trout could have stayed in if the game were close. 

The Angels had 12 hits as a team, one by each member of their starting nine. They won for the fourth 
time in six games on the homestand. 

Skaggs (4-1) had a 7.02 ERA in three May starts prior to Tuesday, rarely missing bats along the way. 
Against the Astros, he effectively used a fastball that touched 94 mph and a curveball that bottomed out 
at 74. The left-hander struck out six batters and walked one in seven innings. He allowed five hits – all 
singles, all in the fourth inning or later. 

After beating the Astros during the Angels’ first road trip of the season, Skaggs said he brought a similar 
game plan into Tuesday’s game. 

“They were swinging early in the count so I threw more changeups, more curveballs early,” he said. 

“He’s got a solid game plan of what he wants to do,” Scioscia said. “He’s got great stuff. I think he 
understands what he can do, how to pitch to contact, when he should go for the strikeout.” 

Eight Angels batted in the first inning against Astros right-hander Scott Feldman (2-2) and three scored. 
In his first plate appearance since being hit on the right hand May 2, Freese singled with the bases 
loaded to drive in a pair of runs. Hank Conger’s RBI single gave the Angels a 3-0 lead. 

Trout drove in Efren Navarro in the second inning with a sacrifice fly and his fourth-inning single drove in 
Collin Cowgill to give the Angels a 5-0 lead. 

The Angels chased Feldman in the fifth inning with a leadoff double by Raul Ibanez, a single by Howie 
Kendrick and an error by shortstop Jonathan Villar that allowed Ibanez to score from third base. 

Feldman fell to 5-7 in his career against the Angels. Only three of the eight runs he allowed were earned, 
thanks to a pair of ill-timed Astro errors. The Angels continued their onslaught against a Houston bullpen 
that ranks last in the American League in earned-run average. 
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Darin Downs walked Conger to load the bases in the fifth inning. With two outs, he walked Erick Aybar 
to force in the Angels’ sixth run. 

Former Angels pitcher Jerome Williams mopped up the next 2 1/3 innings, surrendering an RBI single to 
Trout and an RBI double to Freese. 

Freese went 2 for 10 in three rehab games with Triple-A Salt Lake. Both hits were home runs and, more 
importantly, he showed his aptitude at third base. 

“It’s pretty close to being where it should be,” he said of the fractured finger. “Every day it’s going to get 
better as long as I don’t knock it around. 

“I did what I needed to do down in Salt Lake to prove that I could come back here and be in the lineup.” 

Even though Freese’s injury hasn’t completely healed, Scioscia didn’t sound as if he needs to be 
monitored closely. 

“He was put through the paces for the last week, both up here and when he went down there to rehab 
in Triple-A, in his workouts and in the games,” Scioscia said. “He’s able to do the things we’re going to 
need him to do at third base. I don’t know if we’re going to pay any special attention to it.” 

Freese stayed in the game after the game was no longer in doubt. Trout, Aybar and Albert Pujols did not. 
Few of the announced crowd of 30,150 stayed to see Grant Green, John McDonald and C.J. Cron play 
out the final innings. 

Houston scored a pair of runs against Angels reliever Michael Kohn in the eighth inning. Kevin Jepsen got 
the final out of the eighth and Fernando Salas pitched a scoreless ninth inning. 

Astros second baseman Jose Altuve (3 for 5) extended his hitting streak to 12 games with a single in the 
sixth inning. 

On the mend 

Angels outfielder Kole Calhoun went 2 for 5 and scored a run in the game, his fifth consecutive 
rehabilitation game with Salt Lake. Calhoun is batting .500 (11 for 22) in the five games and is “ready to 
go,” in the words of teammate David Freese. 

“(Calhoun) looked good,” said Freese, whose rehab assignment ended Monday. “Every day he got 
better. I think the thing with him is, recovering after a night game and getting back the next day, feeling 
like he’s progressing, and he is. He’s ready to get back here too.” 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said that “there’s a chance” Calhoun could be back in Anaheim today. The 
26-year-old right fielder has missed 31 games since turning his ankle in an April 15 game. 

Outfielder Josh Hamilton will began a rehabilitation stint with Triple-A Salt Lake on Thursday. Hamilton 
said he’s never needed more than three minor-league rehabilitation games before coming off the 
disabled list in his career and “that’d be a good start.” 
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Dane De La Rosa (shoulder) was expected to begin his rehab assignment with Salt Lake today. 

Also ... 

Luis Jimenez was optioned to Salt Lake to make room for Freese on the Angels’ active roster. Jimenez 
batted .160 (4 for 25) in nine games and didn’t make an error in 22 chances at third base. ... Scioscia 
declined to name his starter for Saturday’s game against the Kansas City Royals. He hasn’t ruled out 
skipping Matt Shoemaker’s turn in the rotation in order to create roster space for the spate of players – 
up to six – returning from the disabled list in a seven-day span. “There won’t be any surprises,” Scioscia 
said. ... Mike Trout was the Angels’ designated hitter for only the second time this year. Collin Cowgill 
started in center field. 
 
 

 
FROM FOX SPORTS WEST 
 

David Freese has big night in return to Angels lineup 
 
By Rahshaun Haylock 

 
ANAHEIM, Calif. -- The pain in his fractured middle finger, for the most part, has gone 
away, Angels third baseman David Freese said. The slight pain he experiences, for example, when he 
fouls a ball off of the end of the bat, comes and goes but is just more annoying than anything else. 
 
Tuesday night in his return to the Angels lineup for the first time since May 2, Freese became a huge 
annoyance to the Astros. The Angels third baseman proved to be a tough out while driving in four 
runs in the Angels' 9-3 win. 
 
Any annoying feelings that he had in his finger were all but non-existent, even in the field where he 
said he was having the most trouble during his rehab.   
 
He was tested early on a Jesus Guzman grounder. Freese fielded it cleanly and threw a strike across 
the diamond to first to record the out. 
 
In the next inning, he fielded a grounder and the throw got away from him a tad but the out was still 
recorded. 
"(It sailed on me) a little bit," Freese said with a laugh. "I was just trying to chuck it and put it that 
bubble for (Angels first baseman) Albert (Pujols) to get it." 
 
It was at the plate, however, that he did the most damage. 
 
In his first at bat off of the disabled list, Freese hit a single to knock in two of the Angels' three runs in 
the first inning. 
 
"Early on we got some big two-out hits and, obviously, David got us going," Angels manager Mike 
Scioscia said. "We knew that when he gets it going it's going to be important to our lineup. 
 

http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/team/los-angeles-angels/71589?q=los-angeles-angels
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/player/david-freese/610661?q=david-freese
http://msn.foxsports.com/west/story/angels-activate-david-freese-from-dl-052014
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/team/houston-astros/71604?q=houston-astros
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/player/albert-pujols/85809?q=albert-pujols
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"He's got a great approach with runners in scoring position. He just knows his way around the batter's 
box and we are really happy to have him back." 
 
In the fifth, another three-run inning for the Angels, Freese drove in another. He followed that up in 
the sixth inning with a double off of the wall in right field to score Howie Kendrick. 
 
"I was fired up," Freese said. "I'm just happy to be back. 
 
"It was a productive night."  
 
The run support provided by Freese and company was more than enough for Tyler Skaggs to pick up his 
first career win at Angel Stadium. Skaggs improved to 4-1 on the season in a seven inning outing, striking 
out six, and allowing just one earned run. 
 
 

Angels activate David Freese from DL; Josh Hamilton nears return 
 
By Rahshaun Haylock 

 
ANAHEIM, Calif. -- David Freese is ready to go, but he won't be without any pain. The Angels third 
baseman was activated from the disabled list Tuesday and was in the starting lineup at third base and 
batting sixth in the Angels' 9-3 win over theAstros on Tuesday. 
 
Freese was placed on the DL with a small, non-displaced fracture on the middle finger of his right 
hand after being hit by a pitch earlier this month. He doesn't feel he will be affected at all by having to 
play through some pain.   
"I did what I had to do in Salt Lake to prove that I could make every play (with) no problem," Freese 
said. "The swing feels good. Throwing, you still feel it but you're able to do everything and that's what 
we're working through. It's been a little over two weeks and the recovery's been great, so, I'm ready 
to go." 
 
During his rehab assignment, the throwing was the biggest issue. He admitted he "chucked" a couple 
of balls into the ground in the beginning but progressively got better.   
 
"Every day we took grounders and progressed before BP," Freese said. "Each day got better and 
yesterday was where I need to be."  
 
Before going on the DL, Freese hit in six games in a row and lifted his batting average 53 points to 
.202. He says his timing at the plate felt "pretty good" throughout his entire stint on the disabled list. 
The news is expected to only get better as the week progresses for the Angels. 
 
Outfielder Kole Calhoun is expected to be activated from the disabled list Wednesday, and Josh 
Hamilton will go on a rehab assignment Thursday to Triple-A Salt Lake, according to Angels manager 
Mike Scioscia. 
 

http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/player/howie-kendrick/399607?q=howie-kendrick
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/player/david-freese/610661?q=david-freese
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/team/los-angeles-angels/71589?q=los-angeles-angels
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/team/houston-astros/71604?q=houston-astros
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/player/josh-hamilton/307923?q=josh-hamilton
http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/player/josh-hamilton/307923?q=josh-hamilton
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Hamilton, who's been out since early April after undergoing surgery on his left thumb, says he's in 
"such good shape" having been on the DL for the longest stint in his career. He's hopeful when he 
returns he can pick up where he left off.    
 
"You got to have confidence when you're playing," said Hamilton, who's hit .444 in eight games this 
season with two home runs. "When I got hurt I was doing well so (I can't) think I'll come back 
struggling." 
 
As he's gone through his rehab, Hamilton has worn a brace on his injured thumb. The brace has been 
taped secure to allow for him to hit and throw. He can go without the brace after Friday but says he 
may continue to wear it since it isn't bothersome. 
 
Hamilton's return could be next week while the team is in Seattle -- the same place he suffered the 
injury at the beginning of this season.  

 
 
 
FROM SPORTS XCHANGE 
 

Team Report- LOS ANGELES ANGELS 
 
ANAHEIM, Calif. When the Houston Astros face right-hander Jered Weaver on Wednesday night, they 
will see a rejuvenated pitcher who is throwing without pain for the first time in six or seven seasons. 
 
Although he is coming off a 3-0 loss to the Tampa Bay Rays on Friday night, Weaver said after that game 
that he had not felt so good physically since probably 2008 or 2009. 
 
Weaver allowed just three hits, three walks and two runs during his seven innings against the Rays, the 
sixth consecutive game in which he has allowed no more than two runs. 
 
"It was probably the best I've felt all year as far as being able to command the fastball, strength and 
mixing in off-speed," Weaver said. 
 
Weaver won 20 games, made three All-Star teams and threw a no-hitter between 2010 and 2012 
despite constant physical problems. 
 
"For the last four or five years, I've always been battling with something," said Weaver, who missed 45 
games last year because of a broken left elbow. "I've been working real hard to try to get back to where 
I know I can be." 
 
That work includes spending two or three days every week in a 2 1/2-hour regimen of massage and 
stretching under the supervision of Yoichi Terada, the team's massage therapist. 
 
As a result, Weaver said, "(I am) throwing the way you know you can throw and not having to throw 
around issues that you're having." 
 
The right-hander likes "the way everything is firing over the mound," he said. 
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Weaver also is learning how to rely on breaking pitches to spot his fastball, which now averages 
between 89 and 91 mph, but he believes he can regain some of his former velocity. 
 
"I think that I can get stronger," Weaver said. "It seems like things are starting to click and we're moving 
in the right direction. There's no pain when I'm throwing." 
 
The Angels hope that Weaver's decreasing pain in his right arm could increase the pain opposing hitters 
experience. 
 
RECORD: 25-20 
 
STREAK: Won one 
 
NEXT: Astros (RHP Collin McHugh, 2-2, 3.48 ERA) at Angels (RHP Jered Weaver, 4-3, 3.14 ERA) 
 
PLAYER NOTES: 
 
3B David Freese made his biggest impact for the Angels hours after being activated from the disabled 
list. The third baseman drove in a season-high four runs Tuesday in the Angels' 9-3 win over the Houston 
Astros. Freese went 2-for-5 with a double and scored a run in his first major league action since May 2, 
when a pitched ball broke his right middle finger. 
 
OF Kole Calhoun (sprained right ankle) is 11-for-22 with two doubles, a triple, a home run and five RBIs 
through five rehab games for Triple-A Salt Lake. Calhoun has an outstanding chance to be activated from 
the disabled list and be inserted in Wednesday night's lineup, Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 
 
DH Mike Trout extended his streak of reaching base safely to 15 games. He went 2-for-3 for his first 
multi-hit game since April 28, and he drove in three runs for the third time this season. 
 
LHP Tyler Skaggs earned his first win at Angel Stadium by beating the Astros on Tuesday. Skaggs induced 
nine groundout and collected six strikeouts in his seven-inning stint. The left-hander also walked one 
batter and hit one while allowing one run on five hits. 
 
C Hank Conger is on pace to exceed last season's RBI total by a wide margin. Conger, who had 21 RBIs 
last year, drove in his 14th run Tuesday night. 
 
OF Collin Cowgill returned to the starting lineup after missing Monday night's game because of a tight 
hip flexor. Cowgill went 1-for-4 and scored a run Tuesday, and he is now batting .304 (17-for-56) in May. 
Cowgill has reached base safely in 24 of 27 starts. 
 
1B C.J. Cron is in an 0-for-11 slump after popping out in the eighth inning Tuesday night. Until his slump, 
Cron was batting .371 (13-for-35) after being recalled from Triple-A Salt Lake on May 3. 
 
QUOTE TO NOTE: 
"We're really happy to have him back. He's got a great approach with runners in scoring position. He's 
always done well in whatever situation, and he's got the ability to drive the ball the other way. He just 
knows his way around a batter's box." Manager Mike Scioscia, on 3B David Freese, who knocked in four 
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runs Tuesday in his first game off the disabled list, helping the Angels earn a 9-3 win over the Houston 
Astros. 
 
MEDICAL WATCH: 
 
OF Collin Cowgill (tight hip flexor) did not play May 19. He was back in the starting lineup May 20. 
 
3B David Freese (non-displaced fracture of right middle finger) went on the 15-day disabled list May 3. 
He began a rehab assignment with Triple-A Salt Lake City on May 17, and he was activated May 20. 
 
RF Kole Calhoun (sprained right ankle) went on the 15-day disabled list April 16. He began a rehab 
assignment with Triple-A Salt Lake on May 16, and he might be activated May 21. 
 
INF Ian Stewart (left hand bruise) went on the 15-day disabled list May 12. X-rays were negative. He 
took some swings in the batting cage May 18 and said he felt lingering soreness. 
 
LHP Sean Burnett (left elbow surgery in August 2013) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to 
March 21. He pitched a simulated game April 5 at extended spring training, then resumed throwing April 
14 after being shut down for a week. He threw a bullpen session for the second time April 21. He 
pitched another simulated game April 24. He pitched in extended spring training May 3. He began a 
rehab assignment with Double-A Arkansas on May 10. 
 
RHP Dane De La Rosa (sore right shoulder) went on the 15-day disabled list April 15. He made four rehab 
appearances for Triple-A Salt Lake from May 4-10, then shut down the rehab assignment May 14 due to 
shoulder tightness. He received a cortisone injection May 14, and he threw a bullpen session May 18. 
 
OF Josh Hamilton (torn ulnar collateral ligament in left thumb) went on the 15-day disabled list April 9. 
He underwent surgery April 11. He had the stitches removed and the hard cast replaced by a removable 
splint on April 18. He hit soft tosses May 7, swinging the bat with one hand. He is expected to be out 
until late May or early June. 
 
RHP Ryan Brasier (right elbow strain) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to March 21, and he 
was transferred to the 60-day DL on April 16. 
 
LHP Brian Moran (left elbow inflammation) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to March 21, 
and he was transferred to the 60-day DL on April 13. He underwent season-ending Tommy John surgery 
the week of April 14. 
 
May 21 2014 - C.J. Cron 
  1B C.J. Cron is in an 0-for-11 slump after popping out in the eighth inning Tuesday night. Until his 
slump, Cron was batting .371 (13-for-35) after being recalled from Triple-A Salt Lake on May 3. 
 
May 21 2014 - Collin Cowgill 
  OF Collin Cowgill returned to the starting lineup after missing Monday night's game because of a tight 
hip flexor. Cowgill went 1-for-4 and scored a run Tuesday, and he is now batting .304 (17-for-56) in May. 
Cowgill has reached base safely in 24 of 27 starts. 
 
May 21 2014 - Hank Conger 
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  C Hank Conger is on pace to exceed last season's RBI total by a wide margin. Conger, who had 21 RBIs 
last year, drove in his 14th run Tuesday night. 
 
May 21 2014 - Tyler Skaggs 
  LHP Tyler Skaggs earned his first win at Angel Stadium by beating the Astros on Tuesday. Skaggs 
induced nine groundout and collected six strikeouts in his seven-inning stint. The left-hander also 
walked one batter and hit one while allowing one run on five hits. 
 
May 21 2014 - Mike Trout 
  DH Mike Trout extended his streak of reaching base safely to 15 games. He went 2-for-3 for his first 
multi-hit game since April 28, and he drove in three runs for the third time this season. 
 
May 21 2014 - Kole Calhoun 
  OF Kole Calhoun (sprained right ankle) is 11-for-22 with two doubles, a triple, a home run and five RBIs 
through five rehab games for Triple-A Salt Lake. Calhoun has an outstanding chance to be activated from 
the disabled list and be inserted in Wednesday night's lineup, Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 
 
May 21 2014 - David Freese 
  3B David Freese made his biggest impact for the Angels hours after being activated from the disabled 
list. The third baseman drove in a season-high four runs Tuesday in the Angels' 9-3 win over the Houston 
Astros. Freese went 2-for-5 with a double and scored a run in his first major league action since May 2, 
when a pitched ball broke his right middle finger. 
 
 

Team Report- HOUSTON ASTROS 
 

ANAHEIM, Calif. While the Houston Astros might not yet be contenders, they no longer can be viewed as 
laughingstocks. 
 
"We struggled last year with every phase of the game," left-hander Dallas Keuchel said. "This year, we're 
getting better, slowly but surely. You're seeing guys compete better on a daily basis." 
 
Keuchel is one of those guys. Last year, Keuchel won only six games. On Monday night, the left-hander 
earned his fifth victory of the 2014 season and his third in a row. 
 
"Our starting pitching has been tremendous," manager Bo Porter said before the Astros' 9-3 loss to the 
Los Angeles Angels on Tuesday. "It's keeping us pretty much in every ballgame." 
 
Second baseman Jose Altuve is another pivotal player. Altuve extended his hitting streak to a career-
best 12 games Tuesday night, and he is batting .313. Altuve's 61 hits place him one behind Toronto 
outfielder Melky Cabrera, the American League leader. 
 
Altuve also has an 81-game errorless streak. 
 
"You can win a lot of games just on pitching and defense," right-hander Scott Feldman said. "I don't get 
many strikeouts, so I like to get early contact and let (the fielders) do their thing. They've been great." 
 
Complementing the defense and pitching is an offense that is dramatically improved. After their first 14 
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games this season, the Astros were batting .185. However, in each of the past 10 games, Houston 
amassed at least nine hits. 
 
"Right now, a lot of people are seeing what we're capable of doing," Keuchel said. "It's just a matter of 
playing like that every day." 
 
RECORD: 17-29 
 
STREAK: Lost one 
 
NEXT: Astros (RHP Collin McHugh, 2-2, 3.48 ERA) at Angels (RHP Jered Weaver, 4-3, 3.14 ERA) 
 
PLAYER NOTES: 
 
LF L.J. Hoes remained in the Astros' hotel Tuesday after becoming sick. He was scheduled to start against 
the Los Angeles Angels. The Astros shuffled their lineup to replace Hoes. Jesus Guzman moved from first 
base to left field, Chris Carter went to first base from designated hitter, Jason Castro switched from 
catcher to DH, and Carlos Corporan got the start at catcher. 
 
RHP Asher Wojciechowski (strained right lat muscle) will make a rehabilitation start for Triple-A 
Oklahoma City on Wednesday. Wojciechowski has not pitched all season. 
 
2B Jose Altuve continues to shine. Altuve extended his hitting streak to 12 games, a career best, and he 
has 61 hits, one behind Toronto OF Melky Cabrera, the American League leader. Altuve also lengthened 
his streak of errorless games to 81. 
 
CF Dexter Fowler extended his hitting streak to four games, and he is batting .312 (34-for-109) in his 
past 30 games. However, Fowler's streak of drawing a walk in nine successive games ended. 
 
SS Jonathan Villar returned to the Astros' lineup after missing Monday's game with a bruised right hand. 
Villar, who injured the hand Sunday while swinging a bat, went 0-for-4 with one strikeout Tuesday and 
made a fielding error. 
 
QUOTE TO NOTE: 
"His breaking stuff normally is a lot sharper. He just didn't have the sharp breaking ball he normally has, 
and the ball was elevated." Manager Bo Porter, on RHP Scott Feldman, who allowed nine hits and eight 
runs (three earned) in four-plus innings Tuesday as the Astros lost 9-3 to the Los Angeles Angels. 
 
MEDICAL WATCH: 
 
OF L.J. Hoes (illness) missed the May 20 game. He is day-to-day. 
 
SS Jonathan Villar (right hand contusion) left the May 18 game, and he didn't play May 19. He was back 
in the starting lineup May 20. 
 
RHP Anthony Bass (right intercostal strain) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to May 11. 
 
RHP Jose Cisnero (right elbow discomfort) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to May 7. He will 
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undergo season-ending Tommy John surgery the week of May 19-25. 
 
RHP Matt Albers (right shoulder stiffness) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to April 22. Albers 
threw a short bullpen session on May 4. He threw a 25-pitch bullpen session May 6. Albers was unable 
to throw a simulated game as scheduled May 9, and he was shut down as of May 12. He remained in 
Houston when the Astros went on the road May 19. 
 
RHP Jesse Crain (right biceps surgery in October 2013) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to 
March 21 and transferred to the 60-day DL on May 2. He was shut down as of April 25 due to bursitis, 
pushing back the timetable for his return. He was throwing off flat ground as of May 6. 
 
RHP Alex White (Tommy John surgery in April 2013) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to 
March 21. He was pitching in simulated games as of May 6. 
 
RHP Asher Wojciechowski (right lat strain) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to March 21. He 
threw first live bullpen session May 6. He will begin a rehab assignment with Triple-A Oklahoma City on 
May 21. 
 
ROTATION: 
 
RHP Jarred Cosart 
 
RHP Brad Peacock 
 
LHP Dallas Keuchel 
 
RHP Collin McHugh 
 
RHP Scott Feldman 
 
BULLPEN: 
 
RHP Chad Qualls (closer) 
 
RHP Josh Zeid 
 
RHP Jerome Williams 
 
LHP Darin Downs 
 
LHP Tony Sipp 
 
RHP Josh Fields 
 
RHP Kyle Farnsworth 
 
CATCHERS: 
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Jason Castro 
 
Carlos Corporan 
 
INFIELDERS: 
 
1B Jesus Guzman/Marc Krauss 
 
2B Jose Altuve 
 
SS Jonathan Villar 
 
3B Matt Dominguez 
 
INF Marwin Gonzalez 
 
INF Chris Carter 
 
OUTFIELDERS: 
 
LF L.J. Hoes/Alex Presley 
 
CF Dexter Fowler 
 
RF George Springer 
 
May 21 2014 - L.J. Hoes 
  LF L.J. Hoes remained in the Astros' hotel Tuesday after becoming sick. He was scheduled to start 
against the Los Angeles Angels. The Astros shuffled their lineup to replace Hoes. Jesus Guzman moved 
from first base to left field, Chris Carter went to first base from designated hitter, Jason Castro switched 
from catcher to DH, and Carlos Corporan got the start at catcher. 
 
May 21 2014 - Asher Wojciechowski 
  RHP Asher Wojciechowski (strained right lat muscle) will make a rehabilitation start for Triple-A 
Oklahoma City on Wednesday. Wojciechowski has not pitched all season. 
 
May 21 2014 - Jose Altuve 
  2B Jose Altuve continues to shine. Altuve extended his hitting streak to 12 games, a career best, and he 
has 61 hits, one behind Toronto OF Melky Cabrera, the American League leader. Altuve also lengthened 
his streak of errorless games to 81. 
 
May 21 2014 - Dexter Fowler 
  CF Dexter Fowler extended his hitting streak to four games, and he is batting .312 (34-for-109) in his 
past 30 games. However, Fowler's streak of drawing a walk in nine successive games ended. 
 
May 21 2014 - Jonathan Villar 
  SS Jonathan Villar returned to the Astros' lineup after missing Monday's game with a bruised right 
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hand. Villar, who injured the hand Sunday while swinging a bat, went 0-for-4 with one strikeout Tuesday 
and made a fielding error. 
 
 

Team Report- KANSAS CITY ROYALS 
 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez did not go on the disabled list, but it 
appears unlikely he would play in a game before Saturday. 
 
Perez is out with a sore right thumb after being jammed by a pitch and aggravated it in the Monday 7-6 
loss to the White Sox, leaving after seven innings. 
 
"It happened three days ago (Friday) and it just kept getting a little worse and a little worse until it just 
got so swollen and sore (Monday), we had to do something, give him some time," Royals manager Ned 
Yost. "It's not going to get any better. 
 
"We'll take two, three, four days off and let the trainers work on it, get that inflammation and get that 
swelling out of there. When you get jammed like that and it gets all puffed up, it's really painful. 
 
"It's not that I don't sound optimistic about the weekend. I'm optimistic for Saturday. I'm not sure I 
really want to do it on Friday with (Angels left-hander) C.J. Wilson pounding cutters on his hands all the 
time. When we get there, we'll figure it out, see how he's feeling." 
 
Brett Hayes was the starting catcher in the Royals' 7-6 loss Tuesday night to the White Sox. 
 
RECORD: 22-23 
 
STREAK: Lost two 
 
NEXT: White Sox (LHP Jose Quintana, 2-3, 3.67 ERA) at Royals (RHP Jeremy Guthrie, 2-3, 4.76 ERA) 
 
PLAYER NOTES: 
 
3B Danny Valencia made a rare start against a righty, Andre Rienzo, on Tuesday. "Right now I wanted to 
give Danny some at-bats cause we did some left-handers coming up in the next two games," Royals 
manager Ned Yost said. "Danny has been swinging the bat OK, so I wanted to get him in there, get some 
at-bats and let him play a couple of days in a row and see what develops, see how he does. He hasn't 
gotten an opportunity to play much." Valencia, who was making his fourth start this season against a 
right-hander, took advantage of the audition for more playing time, going 2-for-3 with a two-run double 
and walked. 
 
2B Omar Infante, who is on the disabled list with a lower disc irritation, took batting practice and went 
through some simulated fielding drills before the game Tuesday. "He's starting to get over the hump," 
Royals manager Ned Yost said. "He's definitely making progress." 
 
3B Mike Moustakas, who is hitting .162 against right-handers and .077 against left-handers, was not in 
the lineup Friday against RHP Andre Rienzo. "I don't have a plan," Royals manager Ned Yost said. "It's 
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day to day. He said he has not talked to Moustakas about not being in the lineup. "These are all big 
boys," Yost said. "You look at your performance. That ought to indicate what's going on. You can read 
into it all you want." 
 
C Francisco Pena made his major league debut Tuesday, catching the ninth inning. Pena was called up 
from Triple-A Omaha, where he hit nine home runs. Pena is the son of former Royals manager Tony 
Pena Sr., while his older brother Tony Jr. played shortstop 2007-09 for Kansas City. 
 
2B Johnny Giavotella was optioned to Triple-A Omaha to clear a spot for C Francisco Pena, who was 
called up. Giavotella hit .176 with one homer and five RBIs in 10 games for the Royals this season. 
 
QUOTE TO NOTE: 
"It was a mistake and I paid for it. It was a fastball. I was trying to go sinker, down and away." Royals RHP 
Aaron Crow after giving up a three-run homer in a 7-6 loss to the White Sox on Tuesday. 
 
MEDICAL WATCH: 
 
C Salvador Perez (swelling and inflammation in right thumb area) left the May 19 game and did not play 
May 20. X-rays were negative, and he is expected to miss a couple of games. 
 
LHP Bruce Chen (bulging disk in lower back) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to April 25. He 
had a setback May 1 when he was unable to throw a bullpen session. He threw a bullpen session May 
14, and he will throw another bullpen session May 20. 
 
2B Omar Infante (lower back disk inflammation) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to May 7. 
 
LHP Francisley Bueno (bruised and strained left little finger) went on the 15-day disabled list April 7. He 
began a rehab assignment May 3 with Triple-A Omaha. 
 
RHP Luke Hochevar (Tommy John surgery in March 2014) went on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to 
March 21. He is out for the season. 
 
ROTATION: 
 
RHP James Shields 
 
LHP Jason Vargas 
 
RHP Yordano Ventura 
 
RHP Jeremy Guthrie 
 
LHP Danny Duffy 
 
BULLPEN: 
 
RHP Greg Holland (closer) 
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RHP Aaron Crow 
 
RHP Kelvin Herrera 
 
RHP Wade Davis 
 
RHP Louis Coleman 
 
LHP Tim Collins 
 
RHP Casey Coleman 
 
CATCHERS: 
 
Salvador Perez 
 
Brett Hayes 
 
Francisco Pena 
 
INFIELDERS: 
 
1B Eric Hosmer 
 
2B Pedro Ciriaco 
 
SS Alcides Escobar 
 
3B Mike Moustakas 
 
DH Billy Butler 
 
INF Danny Valencia 
 
OUTFIELDERS: 
 
LF Alex Gordon 
 
CF Lorenzo Cain 
 
RF Norichika Aoki 
 
OF Jarrod Dyson 
 
May 21 2014 - Johnny Giavotella 
  2B Johnny Giavotella was optioned to Triple-A Omaha to clear a spot for C Francisco Pena, who was 
called up. Giavotella hit .176 with one homer and five RBIs in 10 games for the Royals this season. 
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May 21 2014 - Francisco Pena 
  C Francisco Pena made his major league debut Tuesday, catching the ninth inning. Pena was called up 
from Triple-A Omaha, where he hit nine home runs. Pena is the son of former Royals manager Tony 
Pena Sr., while his older brother Tony Jr. played shortstop 2007-09 for Kansas City. 
 
May 21 2014 - Mike Moustakas 
  3B Mike Moustakas, who is hitting .162 against right-handers and .077 against left-handers, was not in 
the lineup Friday against RHP Andre Rienzo. "I don't have a plan," Royals manager Ned Yost said. "It's 
day to day. He said he has not talked to Moustakas about not being in the lineup. "These are all big 
boys," Yost said. "You look at your performance. That ought to indicate what's going on. You can read 
into it all you want." 
 
May 21 2014 - Omar Infante 
  2B Omar Infante, who is on the disabled list with a lower disc irritation, took batting practice and went 
through some simulated fielding drills before the game Tuesday. "He's starting to get over the hump," 
Royals manager Ned Yost said. "He's definitely making progress." 
 
May 21 2014 - Danny Valencia 
  3B Danny Valencia made a rare start against a righty, Andre Rienzo, on Tuesday. "Right now I wanted to 
give Danny some at-bats cause we did some left-handers coming up in the next two games," Royals 
manager Ned Yost said. "Danny has been swinging the bat OK, so I wanted to get him in there, get some 
at-bats and let him play a couple of days in a row and see what develops, see how he does. He hasn't 
gotten an opportunity to play much." Valencia, who was making his fourth start this season against a 
right-hander, took advantage of the audition for more playing time, going 2-for-3 with a two-run double 
and walked. 


