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Covey runs out of gas in big rebound start 
Righty allows one hit through 5 innings before giving up 3 hits, 2 runs in 6th 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 18, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Dylan Covey was better than he has been during a 3-1 White Sox loss to the Royals Saturday 
night at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Make that much better than he has been. 
 
The White Sox right-hander entered the contest with a 1-8 record and a 8.94 ERA over his last 10 starts, 
covering 46 1/3 innings. He also had given up nine home runs, walked 25 and allowed an opponents' 
average of .308 during that very rough stretch. 
 
But against the Royals, Covey yielded four hits and two runs over 5 2/3 innings to go with six strikeouts and 
three walks. He had one focus coming into this start -- working down in the zone and letting his sinker go 
to work, which Covey felt was accomplished. 
 
"That was the main focus," Covey said. "Little bit of a mechanical adjustment to make it a little easier for 
me but that was the main focus all week. I saw the results of that today." 
 
"He chalked up a few more strikeouts. He gave us a chance," said White Sox manager Rick Renteria of 
Covey. "Honestly, two runs through 5 2/3 I think it was, we were hoping to get him through the sixth with a 
quality start. It was a nice outing from him to come back from what's actually been occurring over the past 
few outings. It's a good sign." 
 
Whit Merrifield opened the game with a single to left -- and was picked off at first -- but Covey didn't allow 
another hit until the Royals scored two in the sixth and knocked Covey from the game. Alex Gordon, who 



reached base three times, tied the game with his eighth home run. Jorge Bonifacio singled home Lucas 
Duda with the go-ahead run. 
 
Nicky Delmonico accounted for the lone White Sox run off of Royals starter Brad Keller as he homered for 
a second straight game. The White Sox had runners on first and third to start the fourth but could not score 
when Avisail Garcia and Delmonico struck out and Tim Anderson flied out. Jose Abreu opened the eighth 
with a double off of Brandon Maurer, but he struck out Daniel Palka, Garcia and Delmonico to end the 
threat. 
 
On the night, the White Sox finished 0-for-9 with runners in scoring position and stranded eight. 
 
"We had some scoring opportunities. We left quite a few guys on base," Renteria said. "We weren't able to 
convert, but in general, I thought Covey's outing was fine, the relief was fine. They kept us in the ballgame. 
We had opportunities and just fell short." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
The little things: Kevan Smith opened the seventh with a single off of Kevin McCarthy, making him the tying 
run with Adam Engel at the plate. Engel tried to get three bunts down, including one with two strikes, but 
failed all three times. Yoan Moncada and Yolmer Sanchez both struck out as well against Tim Hill to end 
the inning without bringing across a run. Renteria said having Engel bunt with two strikes was not really 
about trust, but about doing his job. 
 
• Moncada staying positive despite struggles 
 
"It's got to get done," Renteria said. "[Engel] had two pitches previous to that to get it done. At the Major 
League level, these guys are expected to get it done. This is truly a part of his game. He came up, developed 
and has always been an excellent bunter. 
 
"Every single Major League hitter should know how to bunt, and I make no bones about that. That ball's got 
to get down. It didn't work out. He didn't get it down. He was frustrated about it. It's not that he didn't want 
to get it done, he just didn't get it done." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I think she said, 'I played center and short.' I said, 'Can you play for us?' She said, 'Sure.' Seems to be a 
really nice lady. I guess she grew up a Minnesota … but she wants to be a part of falling in love with the 
Sox. I said, 'Well, we're going to be all right. We're coming.'" -- Renteria, on Sister Mary Jo Sobieck and her 
entertaining first pitch 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Reynaldo Lopez is scheduled to make his 25th start of the season, 12th at home and seventh 
career against Kansas City in Sunday's series finale with a 1:10 p.m. CT first pitch at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. Heath Fillmyer gets the start for Kansas City. Lopez is 2-1 with a 3.66 ERA and a .278 opponents' 
average against the Royals lifetime. 

 
Moncada remains confident despite struggles 
Second baseman focusing on speed to increase offensive output; A. Garcia dealing with knee pain 

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 18, 2018 
CHICAGO -- Yoan Moncada has a message for those doubters who have emerged during a subpar 2018 
campaign, the first full season in the Majors for the switch-hitting second baseman. 
 
"I know how to hit. I know I can hit," said Moncada through interpreter Billy Russo. "I've been hitting since I 
was a kid and my confidence is there." 
 
The 23-year-old entered Saturday night's contest with a .219 average, .695 OPS and a Major League-worst 
172 strikeouts. Even with the confidence still firmly in place, the results are not. 
 



So Moncada recently has tried to incorporate his speed to increase his avenues offensively. Moncada laid 
down a perfect bunt for a single Monday in Detroit and tried again during Friday's victory over the Royals. 
 
"I'm still trying to find the kind of hitter that I can be," said Moncada, who has an average sprint speed of 
28.8 feet/second per Statcast™. "I know right now things are kind of rough for me with my offense. 
 
"But I'm working. I'm working hard and doing the things that I know that I can do in my preparation and 
following my routine. If it's not this season, hopefully next season I will be able to turn around and show 
what I'm capable of doing at my best." 
 
Despite the struggles, Moncada has steadfastly avoided frustration taking over. His demeanor seems 
unchanged, whether he strikes out three times or comes through with a walk-off hit. It's the sort of demeanor 
built in to overcome failure. 
 
"That's something coming natural to me," Moncada said. "It's not of course easy to keep the same 
demeanor when things are not good. But it's nothing that you are going to earn getting frustrated. That's 
why I always try to keep my demeanor the same way, try to be the same guy every day and just rely on my 
work, rely on my routine. 
 
"Have confidence in the things I'm doing to overcome the struggles and to show all my abilities on the field. 
That's what I do. I don't think getting frustrated is the way when things aren't going your way." 
 
Garcia playing with pain 
Avisail Garcia was back in Saturday's lineup, hitting fifth and playing right field, after being pulled early 
Friday for not giving enough hustle/effort in the estimation of White Sox manager Rick Renteria. The play 
in question came on Garcia's flyout to end the first, and after playing right field in the second, Garcia was 
replaced by Leury Garcia in the third. 
 
There's also a pain component to the current play for Avisail Garcia, who is dealing with right knee pain 
and felt a click when running in the first. Garcia wants to play through the pain, and Renteria said there's 
no thought of sitting Garcia or placing him on the disabled list. 
 
"Right now, honestly, there's nothing you can do to mismanage it. It's not going to get any worse, any 
better," Renteria said. "At some point, if it becomes so problematic you can't perform, then obviously [you 
do something]. He's not in that stage right now. In the conversations I had with him yesterday, the 
conversations we've all had with him, he's just going to have to deal with it, continue to move forward. 
 
"It's just wrapping your head around it. It's a long season. You're going to tweak your body, you're going to 
feel aches and pains; obviously, if it's something that's getting worse, you deal with it. But that doesn't 
appear to be the case." 
 
Anderson ready for bobblehead 
Saturday night's giveaway at Guaranteed Rate Field was a Tim Anderson bobblehead, featuring the White 
Sox shortstop sliding into a base. 
 
"Sliding, and safe, headfirst," a smiling Anderson said. "It turned out pretty sick. I like it." 
 
Anderson gave a bobblehead to his daughter, Peyton, on Friday and she also approved. 
 
"She's pretty excited," Anderson said. "Hopefully the fans are, too." 

 
A nun at the White Sox game dazzled with a neat trick before throwing an excellent first-pitch strike 
By Adrian Garro and Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 18, 2018 
 
 
Meet Sister Mary Jo Sobieck. She doesn't mess around on the diamond. 



 
It was Marian Catholic High School night at Guaranteed Rate Field on Saturday, and before the Royals 
beat the White Sox, 3-1, it was her time to shine. She climbed up on the mound, ready for her ceremonial 
first pitch. 
 
But no, Sister Mary Jo did not mail it in. After a slick arm-bounce move, she wound up and fired a perfect 
strike to the plate. Just watch it all unfold: 
 
And from another angle: 
 
"That was awesome," Chicago right-hander Lucas Giolito (who caught Sister Mary Jo's pitch) said after the 
game. "She had a whole routine. She had it planned out. I was just lucky to be back there. She threw a 
perfect pitch." 
 
Giolito could tell she was really into the moment. "Oh, yeah. I think that she played some softball growing 
up and stuff so she definitely had a background. It ended up being great." 
 
"She was pretty good, actually," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "We talked to her a little bit but 
before we were talking to her, she was talking to someone and she wanted to warm up. She had a mitt and 
a ball. She gave him the mitt. She stepped back at about 45 feet and threw a bullet. 
 
"I'm like, 'Wait a minute.' He threw it back to her and she fielded it barehanded. I was like, 'OK, she looks 
like she can play a little bit,' so we started talking to her. I think she said, 'I played center and short.' I said 
to her, 'Can you play for us?' She said, 'Sure.' 
 
"She seems to be a really nice lady. I guess she's from Minnesota. Cardinals fan, but she wants to be a 
part of falling in love with the Sox. I told her, 'Well, we're going be all right. We're coming.'" 
 
Can a team sign Sister Mary Jo for some relief help for the stretch run? 

 
Sister Mary Jo Sobieck and Nicky Delmonico have fun at White Sox pregame 
By Michael Walton / NBC Sports Chicago / August 18, 2018 
 
Sister Mary Jo Sobieck threw out the first pitch at White Sox game on Saturday, and she turned quite a few 
heads with her impressive arm. The pregame ceremonies featured her first pitch, great music from the 
Marian Catholic marching band and White Sox outfielder Nicky Delmonico having some fun with our Chuck 
Garfien. 
 
There is still much debate over whether Sister Mary Jo’s pitch was a curveball or a changeup, but one thing 
for certain, she had some awesome movement on her pitch. This comes as no surprise to the Marian 
Catholic faithful, as it is clear that she had been putting in some work to make sure she shined in her big 
moment! 

 
Yoan Moncada is back at the top of the White Sox batting order 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 18, 2018 
 
Yoan Moncada’s time down near the bottom of the White Sox batting order came to a quick end this 
weekend. After just five games, Moncada returned to the top of the lineup for Friday’s game and was there 
again for Game 2 of the series with the visiting Kansas City Royals on Saturday. 
 
It ended up being the “break” that manager Rick Renteria described it as, and the skipper, for one, believes 
that short stretch was beneficial to Moncada, who was struggling mightily when Renteria made that move 
last week. 
 
Through the first 19 games of the second half, Moncada slashed .122/.250/.216 with three extra-base hits, 
four RBIs and 33 strikeouts. It was as noticeable a period of struggles at the plate as he’s had in his first 



full season in the majors, a campaign that has to this point failed to meet the big expectations the former 
No. 1 prospect in baseball carried with him into this season. 
 
Renteria said that bumping Moncada down in the lineup would allow him to watch opposing pitchers face 
several other batters and remove the need to do certain things that come with batting leadoff. 
 
For what it’s worth, Moncada got four hits — two of them for extra bases and one a home run — and walked 
twice in 18 plate appearances over the five games against the Cleveland Indians and Detroit Tigers. He 
struck out nine times. Friday, he returned to the leadoff spot and went 1-for-4 with a walk and a run scored 
(and no strikeouts). 
 
“When we put him down in the bottom of the lineup, it’s because I wanted to have him see other players 
have multiple at-bats over the course of a couple of games,” Renteria said Saturday. “When you’re leading 
off, you have a chance of either working very well, working on base, getting your hits, whatever the case 
might be. But if it’s not working out, you start to get a little frustrated. You’re still grinding through it. 
 
“The perspective that I’m giving him is, ‘Hey, listen, no matter who I put in there, they also make outs. 
Sometimes they don’t get on. Understand it’s just not you. It’s a difficult position in which you lead off the 
ballgame.’ I just wanted him to take a breath, take a step back, look at it, and then make an adjustment, 
allow him to get back into that situation.” 
 
While the numbers from that five-game stretch aren’t enough to determine whether this is the start of a 
second-half turnaround for Moncada, Renteria said he did believe the experience to be a beneficial one for 
his second baseman. 
 
“I thought it was beneficial,” he said. “I didn’t necessarily have this conversation to say, ‘Hey, did it work out 
for you for the last few days?’ Nothing like that. But as you’re talking to him, just in passing, as you go 
through conversations and you see where they’re at, hopefully we’re making the right decision and the right 
adjustments for them.” 
 
Moncada still owns a .149 batting average in the second half. He’s on pace to strike out 235 times this 
season, which would be a new single-season major league record. 
 
But this rebuilding season was always going to be about developmental growing pains. And the idea is that 
the experiences he’s going through now will pay dividends down the road, when the White Sox shift from 
rebuilding to contending and Moncada, the hope is, shifts from the developmental stage to the superstar 
stage. 

 
Tim Anderson making strides as shortstop for White Sox, who fall 3-1 to Royals 
By Phil Rogers / Chicago Tribune / August 18, 2018 
 
Tim Anderson doesn’t apologize for broken-bat singles. 
 
“I earn those,” he said. “I’ll take ’em.” 
 
Nothing comes easily in the major leagues, especially not if you’re a shortstop in this golden age of 
shortstops. But the 25-year-old Anderson is making a case to hang on to his role as a regular with the White 
Sox long after the heat has been turned up on the South Side. 
 
Anderson went 0-for-4 Saturday, when his bobbleheads were handed out to the crowd of 19,018 at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
The Royals evened the series one game apiece with a 3-1 victory, scoring twice in the sixth inning on a 
solo homer by Alex Gordon and single by Jorge Bonifacio to take the lead. 
 



The Sox lost a shot to tie it 2-2 when they wasted Jose Abreu’s leadoff double in the eighth. They were 0-
for-7 with men in scoring position. 
 
Name association is risky business for Anderson. He often finds himself compared to Francisco Lindor, 
Carlos Correa, Manny Machado, Andrelton Simmons, Didi Gregorius, Trea Turner and others in the upper 
echelon of shortstops. 
 
But he’s done something that none of those guys have this season. He’s one of only six players in the major 
leagues with 15-plus home runs and 20-plus stolen bases, putting him alongside Mike Trout, Mookie Betts, 
Jose Ramirez, Andrew Benintendi and Starling Marte. 
 
Pretty good company, huh? 
 
Jose Abreu and Nicky Delmonico delivered three-run homers in the Sox’s 9-3 victory Friday night. But it 
was Anderson who in the Royals’ hair all night, finishing with a single, double, triple, two stolen bases and 
three runs scored. 
 
We may have to wait awhile before we see anybody else have a double, triple and multiple stolen bases in 
the same game. The White Sox hadn’t had anybody do it since Jungle Jim Rivera in 1955. 
 
Despite having only a .293 on-base percentage, Anderson was tied for fifth in the American League with 
24 stolen bases entering Saturday. Sox manager Rick Renteria loves seeing him use his speed. 
 
“I think these guys understand what they’re supposed to do, not supposed to do,” Renteria said Saturday. 
“I think they understand where they can make things (happen). The steal of third got us a run. The steal of 
second got us a run. Ultimately these guys are learning who they are and what they can bring to the table.” 
 
Anderson is in only his second full season but has the third-longest tenure among the White Sox’s position-
playing regulars behind Abreu and Avisail Garcia. His short career has been a roller-coaster ride so far, full 
of hot stretches and extended slumps. 
 
He’ll be tested in the next few weeks, as the Sox play 20 days in a row. But he believes he’ll benefit from 
having two consecutive days off when he turned shortstop over to Yolmer Sanchez on Wednesday in Detroit 
and then hung out at home on Thursday. 
 
“My body feels good,” Anderson said. “I used those two days and really got some rest.” 
 
Anderson is on pace for 21 homers and 32 stolen bases. He could become only the third 20/30 player in 
Sox history, joining Alex Rios (2010) and Tommie Agee (1966). 
 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn signed Anderson to a six-year, $25-million deal after his rookie 
season in 2016. He’s not elite, but he could prove to be a bargain, especially if he keeps growing into the 
job. 
 
Extra innings: Dylan Covey, who had an 8.94 ERA in his last 10 starts, held the Royals to one hit before 
Alex Gordon’s solo homer in the sixth inning. … Avisail Garcia returned to the Sox lineup, as promised 
Friday, a day after Renteria pulled him for not running hard out of the batter’s box despite a sore right knee. 
Renteria said the Sox do not believe Garcia’s knee will get worse from playing … Paul Konerko will join 
Hawk Harrelson on Sunday’s telecast. 

 
Rick Renteria delivers firm criticism after White Sox loss 
By Tom Musick / Sun-Times / August 18, 2018 
 
It was another loss, another lesson for the White Sox on Saturday. 
 



One day after Rick Renteria benched Avisail Garcia for not hustling out of the batter’s box on a fly ball, he 
turned his attention to another outfielder. The Sox manager offered a measured but firm criticism of Adam 
Engel, who struck out when he fouled off a bunt attempt with two strikes. 
 
The Sox lost 3-1 against the Royals to end a three-game winning streak. 
 
Engel’s miscue came with nobody out and the tying run on first base in the seventh. 
 
“Every single major-league hitter should know how to bunt,” Renteria said. “And I make no bones about 
that. That ball has got to get down. It didn’t work out. He didn’t get it down. He was frustrated about it. It’s 
not that he didn’t want to get it down, he just didn’t get it down. But if we can’t do it now, what’s to say [what 
happens when] we’re going to really have to get it down? 
 
“It’s a good place. We have a critical situation, a moment in which you have to focus and concentrate and 
do your job. These are the tests that we put all our men through, because a situation is demanded of them. 
 
“If he’s able to get it down, to slow the game down enough to do his job there, he’ll be able to slow it down 
and do it when it’s really, really important, which could be a playoff game, could be a wild-card game, could 
be a postseason game. You can’t expect that if you’re not going to do it here to expect to do it there. All 
these guys need to be able to do that.” 
 
The highlight of the night took place during the ceremonial first pitch. Sister Mary Jo Sobieck of Marian 
Catholic High School climbed to the top of the mound, pointed to the sky, bounced a baseball off her elbow 
and fired a pitch across the plate. 
 
Sobieck’s pitch quickly went viral on social media. 
 
“She was talking to someone [before the pitch] and wanted to warm up,” Renteria said. “She had a mitt and 
a ball. She gave him the mitt. She stepped back at about 45 feet and threw a bullet. I’m like, ‘Wait a minute.’ 
He threw it back to her and she fielded it barehanded. I was like, ‘OK, she looks like she can play a little 
bit.’ ” 
 
Starter Dylan Covey also was effective on the mound, even if he lacked Sister Mary Jo’s pizazz. 
 
The 26-year-old settled into a groove after allowing a single and issuing a walk to the first two batters he 
faced. He did not allow another hit until the sixth, when he surrendered a solo home run to Alex Gordon 
and a run-scoring single to Jorge Bonifacio. 
 
“This week, leading up to the start, my main focus has just been down in the zone,” said Covey, whose 
ERA dipped from 6.06 to 5.87. “I think I was able to do that today pretty well. 
 
“I kind of dug myself into a hole a little bit with those two-out walks and got my pitch count up. I need to be 
able to attack those hitters with two outs. But overall, I think I threw the ball pretty well.” 
 
In the second, Nicky Delmonico pulled a low pitch over the fence in right-center field for his fifth home run 
of the season and his second in as many days. He had gone 14 games without a homer before this series. 
 
“He’s getting more and more comfortable,” Renteria said. 

 
Sox won’t shut down Avisail Garcia despite aching knee 
By Tom Musick / Sun-Times / August 18, 2018 
 
The White Sox don’t plan to put Avisail Garcia on the disabled list despite a right-knee issue that is expected 
to linger for the rest of the season. 
 



Garcia wants to keep playing and has told the Sox’ coaching staff that he can manage the pain without it 
affecting his performance. But he failed to run out a fly ball after he heard his knee “click” in the series 
opener against the Royals, prompting manager Rick Renteria to bench him in the third inning. 
 
Why not shut down Garcia and let him focus on getting right for next year? 
 
“You just manage it,” Renteria said. “It’s not going to get any worse; it won’t get any better. Like most 
athletes, when you have a nagging issue in the body, you deal the best that you possibly can with it. 
 
“At some point, if it becomes so problematic that you can’t perform, then obviously we can [react] at that 
point. But he’s not at that stage right now. The conversation that I had with him [Friday] and the 
conversations that we have all had about where he’s at, he’s just going to have to deal with it and continue 
to move forward.” 
 
Garcia, 27, was an All-Star a year ago but has struggled at the plate for much of the season. He’s hitting 
.234 with 13 home runs and 27 RBI in 61 games. His on-base percentage is .264. 
 
During the offseason, Garcia expects to have an arthroscopic procedure on his knee. 
 
Team first 
 
Omar Narvaez has handled the bulk of the Sox’ catching duties since Welington Castillo drew an 80-game 
suspension in late May after testing positive for a performance-enhancing substance. 
 
Castillo is eligible to return from his suspension Thursday, which could mean less playing time for Narvaez 
and fellow catcher Kevan Smith. But Narvaez said he’s happy that Castillo will be back soon. 
 
“He’s part of the team,” Narvaez said. “We’re all excited, waiting for him to come and play hard like he did 
when he was here. He’s a good guy, and he’s somebody that we want around here.” 
 
Even if Castillo jumps ahead of him on the depth chart? 
 
“Time just takes care of itself,” Narvaez said. “I’m not competing against him; I’m competing against myself. 
Whenever I get the opportunity, I’ve just got to take advantage.” 
 
Narvaez has capitalized on his opportunities so far. He’s hitting .276 with five homers, 21 RBI and a .366 
on-base percentage to go along with a career-best .422 slugging percentage. 
 
Building strength 
 
Reliever Nate Jones is advancing in his recovery from a muscle strain in his right forearm that has sidelined 
him for more than two months. 
 
“He’s throwing the ball well, feeling good,” Renteria said. “He continues to progress. Thankfully, no 
setbacks. As he moves up the food chain and what he’s going to be able to do, we’ll keep you guys 
informed.” 
 
Jones, 32, has not pitched since June 12. He’s 2-2 with a 2.55 ERA and four saves in 27 relief appearances. 

 
Hall of Famer Jim Thome is living the dream 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 18, 2018 
 
Everybody wants a piece of Jim Thome. 
 
The beloved slugger was inducted into the Hall of Fame on July 29, a day he'll never forget. 
 



"Wow, is this amazing," Thome said after taking the podium in Cooperstown. "These last few months have 
been an absolute whirlwind for a kid that grew up in Peoria, Illinois, hitting rocks in our gravel driveway on 
South Crest Drive with an aluminum bat until my family and neighbors couldn't take it anymore. 
 
"This is the ultimate dream come true." 
 
Thome said his first-ballot induction won't truly sink in until the celebrations stop, so he is going to continue 
to float for a few more weeks. 
 
Last Saturday, the Chicago White Sox honored Thome at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
The party moved to Cleveland Saturday, as the Indians paid tribute and retired Thome's uniform No. 25. A 
13th-round pick in the 1989 draft, Thome broke into the major leagues two years later and played his first 
12 seasons with Cleveland. 
 
On Aug. 25, the Twins have a celebration planned at Target Field. Thome played for the Twins in 2010-11. 
 
Talking about himself has never been a favorite topic, but Thome did take some time to answer questions 
about his ride to the Hall of Fame. 
 
Q: How was the induction? 
 
A: It was fabulous. From the day we got there, Wednesday, through the induction, to even Monday, going 
and seeing your plaque, there were so many memorable, so many great things just along the way. It was 
really four or five days of just incredibles. It's something I'll never forget. And just the opportunities we get, 
all the great Hall of Famers and the careers they had. To now be a part of that family, it's special. 
 
Q: Your daughter Lila sang the national anthem in Cooperstown. What was that like? 
 
A: She was just beautiful. I mean, I've been a part of three of her national anthems and each and every one 
of them have been great. In that environment, I think she was more calm than I was, to be honest. I kind of 
broke down there. It was pretty special. 
 
Q: It's still sinking in, but how does it feel to be a Hall of Famer? 
 
A: When a Hall of Famer walks in a room, I always remembered like everything stops a minute. Like 
(Harmon) Killebrew when I was with the Twins or (Bob) Feller with the Indians. Or you'd see Mickey Mantle 
or Wade Boggs, a Hall of Famer is just a special thing. Sweet swinging Billy Williams. When you hear about 
Billy Williams you think, 'Oh my gosh, like, one of the best left-handed swings.' It's very cool. Very cool. 
 
Q: Your Hall of Fame speech was full of emotion. How long did it take to write? 
 
A: It took, probably off and on, about three months. I had it written by June, I wanted it to be done in June, 
and then we tweaked it a little bit. Obviously, when you have an author as a wife (Andrea), that helps. I 
don't know how much words can describe what she's meant in that process and just to our life in general. 
The speech was great. The preparation was like playing. You work hard. You want it to go smoothly. My 
advice to the future guys that go in is take the time and get it done early, and then you can tweak it, but 
make sure you practice it. Giving a speech is not something I would say I've been used to doing. I've learned 
to do it. 
 
Q: What do you remember about the early days of your career? 
 
A: Cleveland drafted me. As a young player you never know who's going to draft you. I was proud to go as 
a Cleveland Indians. And then the journey begins. From there it's a long grind, it's the roller coaster ride, 
the ups and downs and learning who you are. I was blessed to grow up in a great organization but also 
around great people that helped me learn the game. 



 
Q: You played almost four full seasons (2006-09) with the White Sox. How did it feel to be an instant fan 
favorite? 
 
A: I can't speak for them but I know growing up in Peoria and having the values, I think the people here like 
guys that play the game hard and are accountable, will do interviews even when times are not going well. 
Fans appreciate that. More importantly, these are very passionate people that want their guys to play hard 
for them. And you know what? They'll show you that love. To be honest, that was everywhere I played. If 
you show that to them I think they give that back in return. 
 
Q: You hit 612 career home runs, but how special was the solo shot that lifted the Sox to a 1-0 win vs. the 
Twins in the 2008 "Blackout Game?" 
 
A: I remember that night. There were so many magical things about that night. (Minnesota starter Nick) 
Blackburn pitched a good game, (White Sox starter John) Danks pitched a good game, the play at home 
plate, that home run. That was a crisp game. Good defense, good pitching, it had a home run, and it put us 
where we wanted to be. That's why it's so special to me. 
 
Q: Do you remember the at-bat well? 
 
A: I do. (Blackburn) was throwing, I remember two or three of them leading up to that, and I think I might 
have told Coop (Sox pitching coach Don Cooper) I was sitting on a changeup because that's the best pitch 
I felt I could hit. I had given up a couple at-bats to get that changeup. I think it was the eighth inning, right? 
Seventh, seventh. I got that pitch and it was out over the plate, and it worked out. 
 
Q: Your last season was 2012, and you joined the Sox's front office in July of '13. Was the plan getting back 
in the game as soon as possible? 
 
A: I don't know if you ever imagine what's going to happen in the game. That's why I'm always very open 
to things. When I retired, I didn't envision coming back as quick as I did. For me, it was a lot about the 
respect I have for Jerry (Reinsdorf), to be honest. And the fact we live here, Buddy (Bell) was here, and 
being around Rick (Hahn) and Kenny (Williams), and the motivation I think is big. So that drove me down 
from this side, to try to be a part of a championship, just not as a player anymore, but now in the front office. 
 
Q: Is managing in your future? 
 
A: Well, like I said about working here, you never know. I don't ever want to say never. I love what I do. I 
love working here. I love working at the (MLB) Network. The Network has given me the opportunity to be 
around the game, get to break the game down, get to teach young kids maybe a little bit about hitting or 
going into Studio 42 and giving advice. That's what I love about it the most. But maybe soon, you never 
know. I don't want to ever say never, but I love where I'm at right now. 

 
Covey improves, but White Sox fall to Royals 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 18, 2018 
 
As he showed again Friday night, White Sox manager Rick Renteria won't hesitate to pull a player from the 
game when he detects a lack of effort. 
 
Yoan Moncada, Welington Castillo, Leury Garcia and Tim Anderson were benched earlier this season, and 
it was Avisail Garcia's turn Friday. Garcia was also taken out of a March spring training game for failing to 
run hard to first base. 
 
 
"I think anytime you remove a player from a game, it's twofold," Renteria said. "It's to the player and it's to 
the whole team. The whole team has to know what you're doing, why you're doing it." 
 



The effort level was good Saturday, but the Sox lost to the Royals 3-1 at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Starter Dylan Covey was 0-3 with a 9.45 ERA in 3 August starts before taking the mound, and the right-
hander looked much better while allowing 2 runs on 4 hits and 3 walks in 5⅔ innings. 
 
"This week leading up to the start, my main focus was being down in the zone," Covey said. "I was able to 
do that today pretty well. Kind of dug myself into a hole a little bit with those two-out walks, got my pitch 
count up." 
 
Benching players for failing to hustle is more common in lower levels of baseball, but Renteria believes it's 
important for the White Sox to always give all-out effort. 
 
"We've tried to stay consistent with that whole process," Renteria said. "Ultimately, we as White Sox are 
going to give an effort that everybody can be proud of. I think our players know that as well. I think they 
understand it. Yesterday (Garcia) told me sorry, I could have done a better job." 
 
Konerko joins Hawk: 
Ken "Hawk" Harrelson, who is in his 33rd and final season in the White Sox TV booth, will be joined by Paul 
Konerko for Sunday's game against the Royals. 
 
Stopping in at Guaranteed Rate Field in late July, Konerko was looking forward to calling the game with 
Harrelson. 
 
"It's kind of an end of an era, a big, long era," Konerko said. "I don't think guys are going to get to do it as 
long as he's done it, and I don't think guys will be allowed to be like he is anymore, right? So it's definitely 
special." 
 
Sign her up: 
Marian Catholic High School's Sister Mary Jo Sobieck threw out the ceremonial first pitch Saturday, and it 
was a beauty. 
 
After bouncing the baseball off her right biceps, Sister Mary Jo threw a nasty curveball to Lucas Giolito, the 
designated catcher. 
 
Before she took the mound, White Sox manager Rick Renteria took notice. 
 
"She was talking to someone and she wanted to warm up," Renteria said. "She had a mitt and a ball. She 
gave him the mitt. She stepped back at about 45 feet and threw a bullet. I'm like, 'Wait a minute.' He threw 
it back to her and she fielded it barehanded. 
 
"I was like, 'OK, she looks like she can play a little bit,' so we started talking to her. I think she said she 
played center and short. I said, 'Can you play for us?' She said, 'Sure.' Seems to be a really nice lady." 

 
‘All these games are tests’: Why Rick Renteria is going to keep calling for two-strike bunts 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 18, 2018 
 
Maybe Dylan Covey gaining a bit of a foothold after weeks of struggles was the event with the most long-
term impact on the White Sox from Saturday’s 3-1 loss to the Royals, certainly more significant than Adam 
Engel fouling off three bunt attempts and striking out after a Kevan Smith leadoff single in the seventh. But 
every now and then, the manager lets us behind the curtain of his overriding philosophy on things. Or in 
this case, his philosophy on bunts and practicing situational hitting in game situations. 
 
In fairness to Rick Renteria, he elaborated on the topic last year in one of the few instances he spoke about 
the present season’s games not mattering as much as those in future campaigns. There are not hard 
numbers that I could immediately find for how many times the White Sox have struck out by bunting a ball 
foul with two strikes, but it’s happened before this season. 



 
It’s certainly happened before this season to Engel, who entered Saturday with eight bunt attempts, the 
most on a team that was below league average in total attempts (27) and above average in success rate 
(66.7 percent). When Engel tried to lay down a bunt against pitcher Kevin McCarthy while facing a 1-2 
count, having already bunted two balls foul with a critical tying run on first in the seventh, it seemed that 
Renteria must have had a lot of trust in him to execute, given the risk of the negative outcome the at-bat 
produced. Instead, he said it was not part of the equation. 
 
“It has nothing to do with trust,” Renteria said. “It has to do with it’s got to get done. He had two pitches 
previous to that to get it done. At the major league level, these guys are expected to get it done. This is 
truly a part of his game.” 
 
Renteria stopped himself a bit from harping on Engel, who has played well of recent and has been a guy 
Renteria has been able to rely on to execute situational plays throughout the year. But this instance lent 
itself to a digression on Renteria’s overall approach: He is going to challenge his players to execute these 
sorts of plays now in a rebuilding season — and wear the consequences if they don’t — with the idea that 
his team will be reliable when these moments arise during a playoff race or even a postseason game. 
 
“We have a critical situation, a moment in which you have to focus and concentrate and do your job,” 
Renteria said. “These are the tests that we put all our men through because the situation is demanding it 
of them. If he’s able to get it down, slow the game down enough to do his job there, he’ll be able to slow 
the game down and do it when it’s really, really important, which could be a playoff game, could be a wild 
card game, could be a postseason game. You can’t expect that if you’re not going to do it here that you’re 
going expect to do it there. All these guys need to be able to do that.” 
 
Does that mean the White Sox are going to be trying to lay down bunts with two strikes when the playoffs 
come? Perhaps not. They would counter that the plan is for them to get everyone to the level with their 
execution that they will be able to lay it down before the count even gets that late, due to the experience 
they have gained during this season. 
 
Engel is 26 years old, in his athletic prime and statistically already very good at laying down bunts compared 
to the rest of the league, so a major step forward in the bat-to-ball skills required to square up a big league 
fastball is unlikely. But the strategy from Renteria speaks to how the seventh inning of an August loss to 
the last-place Royals is viewed, as not entirely a must-win moment in its own right, but a simulation for 
seasons ahead. 
 
“It’s about fundamentally having a major league baseball player — which he is — execute a play, and that’s 
it,” Renteria said. “Because you need those plays ultimately at some given point in a critical situation, in a 
critical game. You have to be able to slow it down and be able to execute. All these games are tests. All 
these moments are tests. We’ve got to use them as that and talk them through it and understand what it is, 
and see if we can understand what they were going through at the moment. I know I’m bloviating, I’m going 
long, but it’s really important.” 
 
It’s really important because Renteria is going to keep calling for bunts when he feels the need to and is 
not going to back off, so he wants his players to get them down. 

 
 


