
Blue Jays-Indians game PPD by rain 
By Ben Weinrib MLB.com @benweinrib 
CLEVELAND -- Saturday's matchup between the Blue Jays and Indians has been postponed due to inclement weather, and the clubs will make 
up the game on May 3 at 1 p.m. ET at Progressive Field. 
 
Rain began to fall two hours before the expected 4:10 p.m. start time, and the game was officially delayed an hour before the scheduled first 
pitch. 
 
More rain is expected Sunday, but both clubs announced that they will keep their rotations intact. With every starter bumped back a day, the 
pitching matchup remains lefty Jaime Garcia for the Blue Jays facing off against reigning American League Cy Young Award winner Corey 
Kluber for the Indians. 
 
Fans with tickets to Saturday's game can go to the May 3 game with their ticket dated April 14, or they can choose to exchange their tickets for 
one of two eligible games on Friday, May 11, or Saturday, May 12. Beginning April 17, fans can exchange their tickets for the two alternate 
games only at Indians.com. 
 
Fans who didn't purchase tickets from the Indians are not eligible for the ticket exchange and should refer to that company's ticket policy. 
 
Urshela begins rehab stint; Tribe faces roster call  
By Ben Weinrib MLB.com @benweinrib 
CLEVELAND -- Infielder Gio Urshela began his rehab assignment on Friday after landing on the 10-day disabled list in late March with a mild 
right hamstring strain, which means a roster decision could be nearing for the Indians. 
The 26-year-old played six innings for Triple-A Columbus and went 0-for-3. He had a clean day defensively at third base, turning a double play. 
 
Urshela is allowed 20 days before the rehab assignment has to end, but Indians manager Terry Francona said that he imagined Urshela 
wouldn't need the full term. Since he is out of options, Urshela would need to be placed on the active roster or be exposed to waivers, where 
the team would certainly lose him. 
 
Here's where things become problematic: the Indians current backup infielder, 26-year-old Erik Gonzalez, is also out of options. The team likely 
won't be able to keep two backup infielders -- in addition to five outfielders -- so they will need to choose between Urshela and Gonzalez. 
 
"We know Gio really well," Francona said. "We know what both of them do when healthy. So you want to get both guys to the point where 
they're healthy. If they're swinging the bat good, that certainly helps, but we kind of know what they do and who they are." 
 
Both Urshela and Gonzalez are versatile defensively and fill similar roles. Urshela slashed .224/.262/.288 last season, while Gonzalez hit 
.255/.272/.418 in 2017 but is hitless in seven plate appearances this year. 
 
Davis recovering well from surprise injury 
 
Outfielder Rajai Davis has recovered quickly from a bizarre injury sustained in Friday's game, enough so that he feels normal again and won't 
have to miss any game time. 
 
While stealing second base, Davis' helmet came loose, bounced off shortstop Aledmys Diaz's left arm, and hit him just above his left eye. The 
impact left an open wound and caused swelling, but Davis finished the game after going through the concussion protocol. 
After the game, Davis had four stitches put in -- the first time he ever recalls having any stitches -- and the swelling was completely gone by 
Saturday. 
 
Mejia among top prospect performers 
• No. 11 overall prospect Francisco Mejia picked a good time to hit his first home run, as the (Indians' No. 1) prospect's sixth-inning solo shot 
tied the game and ultimately set up walk-off victory for Triple-A Columbus. The 22-year-old switch-hitter also doubled in the contest to finish 2-
for-4 in his third multi-hit game this season. He's plated a run in three straight for the Clippers. 
 
Meisel's Musings: Indians roster construction, rota tion dominance and the art of the double steal 
By Zack Meisel Apr 14, 2018  2   
Imagine standing on the infield dirt, straying a few feet off first base. 
 
Glance to the right — there’s a teammate, taking a lead off second base and considering whether to dash toward third. Of course, you can’t 
read his mind. You can only observe his every move and guess his every thought. 
 
The pitcher grips the baseball in his bare hand and peers in at the catcher. He’s thinking about the batter’s tendencies. He’s thinking about you. 
He’s thinking about that other runner, a mere 180 feet from home plate. 
 
What’s the catcher plotting right now? Does he have any idea that the runner on second might attempt to scamper ahead 90 feet? Does he 
have the slightest clue that you might follow? Will the other infielders swiftly shift if you guys take off? 



Don’t forget about the first baseman. Linger too far off the bag at your own peril. The simplest mistake would derail the entire inning, the 
potential rally. “From Baserunner to Buzzkill” would be the title of your biography. 
 
The double steal requires caution and precision. It requires split-second decision-making and synchronicity. It’s an art. And, well, as Bradley 
Zimmer puts it: “It’s not easy.” 
 
Michael Brantley and José Ramírez pulled off the feat Wednesday night. Zimmer and Rajai Davis weren’t so fortunate Monday. 
 
When he’s the trail runner, Zimmer makes sure he has both the pitcher and the lead runner in his line of sight. 
 
“You see the pitcher go and you just have to be ready to go the whole time,” Zimmer told The Athletic. “The guy on second may hesitate or not. 
You just have to make sure you’re ready to take off as soon as he does. If you don’t get a jump, then shut it down.” 
 
It’s usually up to the runner on second to determine the course of action. Terry Francona said the Indians won’t direct someone to steal third. 
But if that runner does swipe the bag, it’s often beneficial for the guy on first to advance a base as well, so long as he doesn’t hesitate. 
 
“It’s in your favor to go,” Zimmer said. “If you hesitate when he goes, that’s when you shut it down. The other night with me and Raj, I kind of 
hesitated and that was the difference.” 
 
If both runners are on the move, it can cause complications for the defense and open up the infield for the hitter. Because of that, the Indians 
only defend one of the bases under siege. 
 
“The reason being is, if they double steal against us,” Francona said, “you have the third baseman covering and you have one of your middle 
infielders covering. You vacate. Your whole infield, you've only got two fielders. So, we pick one and we're going to live or die. Say we're going 
to second and the guy doesn't run, then we'll just eat it. I just don't like multiple infielders vacating. There's a lot of times with two outs, we don't 
even defend the stolen base at third anyway. I just don’t want to vacate places.” 
 
The runner on second might start and stop, either to confuse the defense or because he didn’t get a great jump. The trail runner must act 
accordingly. The last thing the hitting team wants is two runners standing on second base. 
 
“You just have to keep your eyes open,” Zimmer said. “It all depends on the guy ahead of you, what he’s doing.” 
 
Here are a handful of thoughts, notes and observations on the 8-6 Indians. 
 
Rotating: Mike Clevinger’s Fourth Inning from Hell on Friday night snapped the Indians’ streak of starting pitching prosperity. In the previous 
eight games, Indians hurlers had limited the opposition to two runs or fewer. Still, Clevinger’s outing marked only the third time this season that 
a Tribe starter surrendered more than two runs. 
 
Runs allowed by Indians starters, by game: 2, 5, 2, 0, 8, 2, 2, 1, 1, 0, 0, 1, 2, 4 
That’ll play. 
Smooth sailing: Brantley doesn’t need water wings any longer, but he’s not quite ready to dive into the deep end. Brantley rested on the bench 
Friday night, a scheduled off-day. Brantley told The Athletic this week that he’s gaining ground physically but still isn’t quite his old All-Star self. 
He started three consecutive games once the Indians activated him at the start of this homestand. After a day off, he started three more. 
 
Brantley seemed like a logical pinch-hit candidate in the eighth inning Friday when Davis stepped to the plate with a runner on and one out. 
Francona, though, has said that on Brantley’s off-days, he won’t play the field. So, had Brantley replaced Davis, Francona would have had to 
turn to Brandon Guyer, leaving the club exposed to a left-handed reliever once the lineup rolled over to Tyler Naquin and Zimmer. 
 
Would it have been worth it to employ Brantley anyway? Perhaps, but the Indians will continue to carefully monitor Brantley’s workload. 
 
“That makes it tough,” Francona said. “It’s worth having him. You just have to have the perfect situation.” 
 
Getting closer: Gio Urshela initiated his minor-league rehab assignment at Class AAA Columbus on Friday night. The clock is ticking toward a 
deadline for the Indians to choose between Urshela and Erik González for the club’s utility spot. (They reset the clock when Urshela suffered a 
strained hamstring during spring training.) 
 
Another idea is intriguing, however. The Indians are bound to lose either Urshela or González, and they certainly wouldn’t want to expose both 
guys to waivers. But with Ramírez in the fold, it doesn’t have to be a requirement that the utility guy can handle the middle infield. He does need 
to have experience at third base to back up Ramírez. 
 
Paging Yandy Díaz. 
 



Now, I don’t think the Indians would do this, and I’m not sure they should. But Díaz has nothing left to prove at Class AAA, where he posted a 
.350/.454/.460 slash line last season. He could play third base against lefties, with Ramírez shifting to second. Or, he could serve as Yonder 
Alonso’s platoon partner. 
 
Or, he can keep standing in the minor-league batter’s box with his eyes closed and slapping fastballs to right field. 
 
All over the diamond: Francisco Mejía’s position for the first seven games of his season: catcher, left field, catcher, left field, catcher, catcher, 
designated hitter. Francona described Mejía’s outfield transition as a work in progress, which is understandable considering the 22-year-old had 
never previously wandered beyond the infield dirt. 
 
Mejía’s bat is big-league ready; during spring training, Ramírez referred to Mejía as the best hitter on the roster. It’s difficult to chart his path to 
the majors this season, though. The Indians won’t deploy him to the outfield until he has more exposure at the position. And until Yan Gomes or 
Roberto Pérez packs up his belongings, there isn’t a vacancy behind the plate. 
 
At the least, Mejía is a safe bet for a September promotion and perhaps even a postseason pinch-hit role. But, like with Díaz, it’s unclear as to 
how he can secure consistent at-bats at the big-league level before autumn arrives. 
 
Ready to roll: Francisco Lindor has secured tickets for about 60 friends and family members for next week’s two-game series in his native 
Puerto Rico. 
 
“That should tell you,” Lindor said, “the people around me, how excited they are. It’s going to be fun.” 
Both Lindor and Pérez will be yanked in a million different directions during the trip. Lindor will host a clinic at his old school — Escuela Villa 
Marina — for about 250 students (between kindergarten and fifth grade) Monday morning. 
 
What a relief: We haven’t learned much about the Indians’ middle relief corps, in part because of the rotation’s dominance. Questions remain 
about whether Nick Goody, Zach McAllister and Dan Otero can bridge the gap to Andrew Miller and Cody Allen. And, not only that, but can that 
trio also preserve a one- or two-run deficit to give the offense a chance to mount a comeback? 
 
Matt Belisle faltered in the ninth inning Friday, his second inning of work (on top of an appearance the night before). The Blue Jays converted a 
one-run advantage into a four-run edge. Francona acknowledged he extended Belisle a little more than he would have preferred, since the 
Indians had to call upon the bullpen in the fifth inning and Goody was unavailable. 
 
The Indians can certainly swing a trade for a reliever this summer. Maybe Danny Salazar can factor into the equation at some point as well. 
 
That’s quotable: In addition to stealing bases, Davis has swiped the title of King Helmet-loser from Ramírez. He paid the price for it Friday night. 
As Davis plunged headfirst into second base, his helmet slipped off his head (for the fifth time this season; Ramírez has only lost his once). 
Blue Jays shortstop Aledmys Díaz whacked the helmet off the side of Davis’ head as he attempted to apply the tag. Davis was left with a gash 
above his left eye. 
 
Davis told Francona and assistant athletic trainer Jeff Desjardins that he was fine. 
 
“I wanted him to stay in the game,” Francona said. “We were a little short tonight, so (Desjardins) asked him how many outs and I stood behind 
him and told Raj.” 
 
Q&A: Mike Sarbaugh on aggressive baserunning, 'bang -bang' plays and making split-second decisions while  coaching third base 
By T.J. Zuppe 2h ago  
Francisco Lindor took three hops to his right as Blue Jays pitcher Danny Barnes fired the ball toward home plate. José Ramírez lifted his right 
leg and dropped it back to earth, eyes widening as the incoming offering spun its way toward the dish. Ramírez slashed at the 81 mph pitch, 
hitting a looping one-hopper to second baseman Devon Travis. 
 
Travis took an awkward approach to the ball, stumbling to his right in an effort to keep the ball in front of him. The soft liner bounced and 
climbed up his chest, popping high in the air and drifting back toward the infield dirt. In a tie game, that was the only opening Lindor and third-
base coach Mike Sarbaugh would need to attempt a high-risk, high-reward gamble in the sixth. 
 
Lindor never broke stride. Sarbaugh waved his left hand as the shortstop passed, evacuating the third-base coaches box to clear a lane for the 
sprinting star. Travis picked up the deflected ball with his bare hand and glanced in Lindor's direction. Momentarily shocked to see the runner in 
full sprint toward home, Travis double clutched, then fired toward catcher Russell Martin. 
 
Unfortunately for Lindor, Travis' throw was deadly accurate. Martin caught the toss, pulled his legs out of the way and extended his left arm 
toward the incoming Lindor. The tag was applied just before Lindor's hand caught the back-left of the dish. Home plate umpire Gerry Davis, 
down on one knee, clenched his right fist together and quickly punched the air. 
 
While the results were less than ideal, the Indians appreciated the hustle. As an organization, they've stressed a need to force the action on the 
bases. Sometimes, that can lead to a stolen run. But occasionally, like Friday night, that can also result in a truncated rally attempt. 



“As you see the play develop, you know the ball off the bat was kind of awkward,” Sarbaugh told The Athletic. “The way he went to field it, you 
felt like there was a chance for it to get away. I saw Frankie was in a really good spot being very aggressive. I just felt like it was a good time to 
take a shot at it. To be able to pick it up, make a clean throw home, bang-bang, I just felt like everything kind of came together to be able to try 
it.” 
Sarbaugh helps players make split-second decisions on a daily basis. Hesitation is often the difference between a run scored and the end of an 
inning. The Tribe's third base coach must process several pieces of information in the time between a heartbeat. 
 
To offer a little more insight into his process, Sarbaugh recently spoke to The Athletic about aggressiveness, thinking ahead, and the benefit of 
knowing the strengths and weaknesses of the opposing defenders. 
 
TJ: In your situation, there are so many things you have to watch and take into account. How do you process it all so quickly? 
 
MS: Well … (laughs) that's a good question. You just try to put yourself in a position, knowing the baserunner, knowing how the play's 
developing, and knowing that the baserunner might have that little extra gear to be able to do that. The situation of the game, sometimes it's 
just in the heat of the moment, you get the feel. Sometimes it's not always the right one. But you feel like if you put yourself into that position to 
be make the best decision, you just kind of go with it. 
 
TJ: Is it similar to what you teach a fielder? To think of where you're going to go with the ball before it's hit? Is it the same sort of process for 
you? 
 
MS: There's no doubt. Say there's a runner on second. You're checking outfielders. You're thinking about a ball that's hit hard or soft, what 
you're going to do ahead of time. You're always trying to think ahead, just so you're prepared for it. And not every situation is always running 
through your head, either (laughs). You just try to prepare as much as you can and have a good idea if a ball's going to be hit in a certain spot, 
what you feel like is going to happen. You try to run those things through your mind. 
 
TJ: What sort of preparation do you do? Are there certain things about where the ball's hit, what direction a fielder might be going, his strengths 
and weaknesses that you factor in? 
 
MS: Before a series, I get video on outfielders' arms. You try to look at those things. Maybe a guy's better when he's in right field. Maybe he's 
better when he's going to a line, throwing to a spot. Or, trying to talk to Sandy (Alomar) about a ball down the line, the right fielder spins and has 
a good arm, throws to second accurate. All those things come into play on the decisions you're making — myself and for Sandy — helping 
them out. But (Friday) was a perfect example. They added (Teoscar) Hernández an hour or two before the game. I'm trying to get as much 
information as I can on him. A lot of times, that's not a good feeling for myself, because I don't have a lot of background with him and know his 
arm strength. So, it's a so much better feeling when you're prepared. Those things will happen. That's just an example where you can read 
reports on them, but until you actually see them get out there in action, it gives you a better idea of when you want to make some decisions. 
TJ: Have you ever been waving someone around third and in the back of your mind thought, “Oh, crap. What am I doing?” 
 
MS: Oh, yeah. There have been times where, especially with two outs, you're just, “Hey, let's go, let's go, let's go!” And you're like, “Oh … he's 
going to be out.” And the next thing you know, the throw's up the line. But there have also been times when you're sending them and you feel 
good about it. It's bang-bang and they're out (laughs). It's part of being over there. 
 
TJ: But it seems like, within reason, forcing someone to make a play is probably better than just sitting back and letting things happen. 
 
MS: I think the score of the game, just the actual feel of everything, maybe if you're feeling good about your pitching that night and you're 
scoring some runs, maybe you can be a little more aggressive. All those things come into play. You just try to make the best decision that you 
can. Sometimes (laughs), they're not. And sometimes, they are. 
 
TJ: These guys seem to make it easier to be aggressive. You've pounded it in their heads for the last few years. That's how you want to play. 
Like, with Frankie, he wasn't lollygagging into third. He was tearing around the base, probably thinking about scoring just as much as you were. 
 
MS: I agree. If you ask him, he was upset he wasn't able to score. That is a great mindset. For the guys that we have, the top of the order, the 
bottom of the lineup, adding Raj (Davis) in there, that definitely is an aggressive mindset. It makes my job easier. 
 
Indians report: Slumping hitters see value in contex t, know results can be deceiving 
Ohio.com by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 
CLEVELAND: Even as essentially the entire lineup was mired in a slump to begin the season, the Indians knew to be patient. 
 
They knew the results weren’t indicative of how well several hitters were actually swinging the bats. As the Twitter hot takes began to rain down 
(as well as some push-back against analytics), those in the organization knew there wasn’t a five-alarm emergency on the offensive side. 
 
Heading into this weekend, for example, Francisco Lindor, Jason Kipnis, Yonder Alonso, Bradley Zimmer and Yan Gomes were among those 
who had a better hard-hit percentage this season than in 2017. All entered Friday night’s game with a batting average below .200. 
 



One of the key truths that the analytical revolution has shown is that baseball, in many cases, is about regression to the mean. Over a large 
enough sample size, the extremes eventually will often regress closer to their averages. 
 
The Indians are collection of examples right now of an offense expected to find more success. The results haven’t reflected the quality of 
contact, thus far. Entering Wednesday, the Indians were dead last in baseball with a .174 BABIP but 10th in hard-hit percentage at 33.9 
percent. 
 
Indians manager Terry Francona joked — maybe half-joked — that hitting coaches Ty Van Burkleo and Victor Rodriguez probably haven’t been 
sleeping while the hitters have struggled to put up runs. But there’s a difference between an offense slumping to start the year because nobody 
is swinging the bat well and a team struggling to score runs while many are still making hard contact. 
 
One means there’s a major problem. One means not to panic. Hence, context is key. 
 
“The big thing is the approach is good,” Van Burkleo said. “When guys aren’t getting hits, sometimes they start trying to get a hit and change 
the approach and just get a little anxious. So we’re really trying to keep them focused on the fact that the at-bats are good. We’re swinging at 
pitches in the zone. We’re hitting balls hard for outs. … It’s been unbelievable, really.” 
 
Hitting three line drives but going 0-for-3 isn’t a cause for panic compared to a day when you go 2-for-3 with two bloopers and a strikeout, even 
if a couple of those former days in a row can be frustrating. Extrapolate that out to a lineup of nine hitters and, of course, frustration will build. 
 
But to add a layer to it, teams can now show players the statistical data behind everything. Frustration doesn’t necessarily mean the need to 
change mechanics. Players might already know that, but having the raw data can’t hurt. 
 
One set of stats Van Burkleo pointed out to his hitters this past week was slugging/expected slugging on balls hit with an exit velocity of at least 
95 mph. Entering Wednesday, the Indians had a .684 slugging percentage on balls hit at least 95 mph, according to Statcast. The league 
average on such hits was .976. 
 
The Indians’ expected slugging, meaning where they should be, is 1.298, which would be second in the league. The simple translation: over a 
large enough sample size, it’s very likely the Indians will find much more success than they have been given that they continue to hit the ball 
hard. 
 
This isn’t to say that everything has been fine, but it is important to see the cause as well as the effect. 
 
“It’s nice with the modern-day metrics to be able to point things out to them,” Van Burkleo said. “We all see it, but to be able to have that raw 
data to say, ‘Look, this is where we’re at. We’ve hit a lot of balls 95-plus and we’ve got a lot of outs on those balls.’ So, yeah, it’s frustrating for 
them, but they’ve done a good job of staying the course.” 
 
That patience and trust in the data has already started to show early signs of being a positive investment. The Indians on Thursday totaled 10 
hits for the first time this season in a 5-1 win over the Detroit Tigers and followed that up with a 9-3 beatdown the next night. Even so, most of 
the Indians lineup remains below the Mendoza Line (.200). 
 
The real value for teams utilizing analytics in coaching is that it helps diagnose a problem as real or something that is hiding behind context. If 
quality at-bats are being put up and hard contact is being made at a high level, changing things to chase results might be a mistake. That isn’t 
to say there haven’t been some poorer at-bats or contact mixed in, which has surely been the case at times to varying degrees, but the result 
might be deceiving. 
 
“We knew it was coming,” Kipnis said. “Like I said before, we were a little less worried than everybody else. Obviously, you can smile that we 
were winning games with four hits or less. It used to be four runs or less that we needed or had had. 
 
“But guys are too good of hitters to have it go on for too much longer. I think you’re going to see guys start warming up as the weather does, 
too.” 
 
Ryan Lewis can be reached at rlewis@thebeaconjournal.com. Read the Indians blog at http://www.ohio.com/indians. Follow him on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/RyanLewisABJ. 
 
The post Indians report: Slumping hitters see value in context, know results can be deceiving appeared first on Ohio.com. 
 
No such thing as a weather-proof schedule and 4 oth er things we learned about the Cleveland Indians 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians can make suggestions on what they prefer their regular season schedule to be, but in the end it's largely out 
of their hands. 
 
Yes, they were able to open the season on the West Coast for six games. That's been a priority the last few years. But would they really 
schedule a 10-game homestand, with no off days, in April if it were their choice? 



Still, all things considered, it's worked out. In the first eight games of this homestand, the Indians went 6-2 before rain and cold finally prevented 
them from playing Toronto on Saturday afternoon. The forecast for Sunday doesn't look great, but playing eight out of 10 home games in 
Northeast Ohio at this time of the season would still be an accomplishment. 
The only guy who would mind is Corey Kluber. The way he's pitching, weather is probably the only thing that can stop him. 
 
Kluber, who struck out 13 in eight scoreless innings against Detroit in his last start, was scheduled to pitch Saturday. He's in line to start Sunday 
against Toronto lefty Jaime Garcia. If that game gets washed out, his next start could very well be Tuesday night against the Twins in Puerto 
Rico. 
 
 
That's a long time between games, but he could be pitching for the Twins. They've had four games postponed this week, including Friday and 
Saturday and Sunday's games against the White Sox, because of snow. They postponed Sunday's game on Saturday evening. 
 
When the Twins face the Indians on Tuesday night at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, they'll have gone four days without playing. In 
Minneapolis, they're probably wishing the Metrodome was still standing. 
 
No. 1: Four by four for Rajai 
 
Rajai Davis stole his fourth base in four tries on Friday night when he swiped second in the second inning. He came around to score on 
Francisco Lindor's double, but he received a door prize as well - a four-stitch cut over his eye when he dove into second base. 
 
The steal gave the Indians the AL lead with 13. Last year the Indians didn't have a player with four steals until Michael Brantley did it on May 19 
against Houston in the 40th game of the season. 
No. 2: Giovanny Urshela is on the clock 
Urshela started his rehab assignment at Class AAA Columbus on Friday night. He's out of options and recovering from a strained right 
hamstring. 
A position player can stay on a rehab for 20 days. Manager Terry Francona did not think it would take that long for Urshela to be game ready. 
"So we're going to have to make a decision at some point," he said. 
 
Urshela and Erik Gonzalez competed for the utility job all spring. Urshela was having a great camp offensively before he was injured and the 
job went to Gonzalez. Like Urshela, Gonzalez is out of options as well. 
 
No. 3: A different kind of lefty 
The Indians opened last season with Boone Logan as their second left-handed reliever to pair with Andrew Miller. When Logan tore the left lat 
muscle right at the All-Star break, Tyler Olson arrived from Columbus and did a great job replacing him. 
 
While Logan was mostly a left-on-left reliever, Olson brings more versatility to the bullpen. In other words, he can face right-handers. 
 
"Tyler can get two-seam movement with his fastball down," said Francona. "So if he needs to face right-handers, he has a place to go. It 
doesn't always work, but it's not where he's just a left-on-left guy. His can angle and change of deliveries is really tough on lefties, but the two-
seam movement can be good against righties also." 
 
No. 4: All the comforts of home 
Since the All-Star break in 2017, the Indians have posted the best home record in the big leagues at 34-10. ... Francisco Lindor has at least two 
hits in his last three games. He did that just once last year. ... The Indians and Blue Jays have been playing each other since 1977. How close 
is the series? Toronto leads 206-205 with two draws. 
 
Cleveland Indians, Toronto Blue Jays game for Satur day has been postponed by rain 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Saturday's game between the Blue Jays and Indians has been postponed by rain at Progressive Field. The game will be 
made up on May 3 at 1:10 p.m. 
 
The Indians are scheduled to end this 10-game homestand on Sunday. 
 
How many outs are there? Cleveland Indians, Toronto Blue Jays lineups for Saturday, Game 15 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- It was a scene right out of an old boxing movie. 
 
You know the one where the boxer staggers back to his corner after a tough round and the ring doctor comes over and holds two fingers in 
front of the boxer.  
"How many fingers do you see?" 
Conveniently, one of the fighter's trainers taps him two times on the back of the neck so the doctor gets the response he wants. 
 



Friday night Rajai Davis slid hard into second base for a steal in the second inning against Toronto. But his helmet fell off and was batted back 
into his face by the attempted tag by Jays shortstop Aledmys Diaz. It left him with sharp-edged cut over his left eyebrow. 
 
Team trainer Jeff Desjardins put a bandage on the cut. Then he asked him how many outs there were to to check for a concussion. Manager 
Terry Francona was standing behind Desjardins and raised one finger so Davis could see it. 
 
"I wanted him to stay in the game," said Francona. "We got a pretty good laugh about that later on." It drew a laugh from a roomful of reporters 
Saturday, but then Francona turned serious. 
 
"But every inning they would check with Rajai," said Francona. "After the game, he got four stitches. I know we were laughing about it, but 
every inning we were checking on it because that's the last thing you want to do -- have somebody out there who's not supposed to be. 
 
"That's not good for anybody. As we've learned over the years, concussions aren't something to mess around with." 
 
Cleveland Indians' Francisco Mejia involved in laws uit vs. company seeking part of his salary 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Francisco Mejia, the Indians' top prospect, has filed a suit against a company seeking 10 percent of his future baseball 
earnings in exchange for a payment of $360,000 he received in 2016. ESPN's Jerry Crasnick was first to report the story. 
 
Mejia, currently playing at Class AAA Columbus, and his representatives filed the suit in U.S. District Court in Delaware on Feb. 21. They want 
the contract between Mejia and Big League Advance dissolved and the payment voided. 
 
Big League Advance is run by former major league pitcher Michael Schwimer. Paul DePodesta, chief strategy officer for the Browns and a 
former member of the Indians' front office, is listed on its board of directors. DePodesta was also the former GM of the Dodgers. 
The Indians declined to comment on the lawsuit. 
 
The suit filed by Mejia's lawyers claims that the switch-hitting catcher/outfielder could make as much as $100 million in his career, which would 
give BLA $10 million for a $360,000 investment. 
 
Mejia, the suit says, signed three different contracts with BLA in 2016. It says he was taken advantage of because he needed money to pay his 
mother's medical bills. 
 
On Thursday Big League Advance filed a counterclaim, asking for Mejia's claim to be dismissed and that the contract be upheld. It asked for a 
permanent injunction against Mejia to stop him from revealing information about his dealings with BLA. 
 
Schwimer told ESPN that ISE, Mejia's agents, were aware of the first portion of the deal and signed off on it. 
 
Mejia's lawyers in their suit state, "Defendant BLA's business plan involves utilizing various 'runners' who approach up and coming baseball 
players in areas such as the Dominican Republic. These runners (usually former baseball players) advise prospects that Defendant BLA will 
advance them considerable sums of money, to be repaid by a percentage of the player's future earnings. The prospects are generally young, 
uneducated and unsophisticated. Few speak English. Most, if not all, come from very modest families who are struggling financially." 
 
The 22-year-old Mejia is from the Dominican Republic. 
 
BLA, on its website, describes its mission as, "BLA is an investment fund that provides minor league baseball players with the resources they 
need to help make their dream a reality. Players receive capital -- not loans -- and a player keeps the funds whether or not he ever makes it to 
the Major Leagues. For players who make it to the Major Leagues, we share in their success." 
 
The Indians promoted Mejia to the big leagues for the first time on Sept. 1. Mejia's suit says BLA representatives came to his house to collect 
its percentage for the time he spent in the big leagues -- $9,063. Mejia, the suit says, initially refused to make the payment, but eventually made 
the payment after BLA representatives threatened to sue him and prevent him from playing baseball. 
 
Schwimer told ESPN that BLA representatives did not go to Mejia's house to collect what he owed them. 
 
Mejia hit .421 (8-for-19) in spring training with the big league club and is currently hitting .194 (6-for-31) at Columbus. 
 
Indians Notes: Decision looming on utility infielder  roster spot between Giovanny Urshela and Erik Gonz alez 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on April 14, 2018 | Updated 1:07 a. m. 
CLEVELAND — Giovanny Urshela began a minor league rehab assignment Friday with Triple-A Columbus, taking the first step toward forcing 
the Indians to make a decision on his future with the organization. 
 
Urshela and current utility infielder Erik Gonzalez are without minor league options. When Urshela (mild right hamstring strain) is ready to leave 
the disabled list, the Indians will only be able to keep one of them on the 25-man roster. 
 



Cleveland has over two weeks left on Urshela’s rehab assignment, but manager Terry Francona said it likely won’t take that long to decide. 
 
The odd man out between the pair will likely be designated for assignment and leave the organization. 
 
“We know Gio really well. We know what both of them do when healthy.” Francona said. “So you want to get both guys to the point where 
they’re healthy. If they’re swinging the bat good, that certainly helps, but we kind of know what they do and who they are.” 
 
Gonzalez, 26, was signed as a non-drafted free agent and has been with the organization since 2008. He split last season between the majors 
and minors, batting .255 with four home runs and 11 RBIs in 60 games for the Indians. He was on the postseason roster, making two 
appearances in the Division Series loss to the Yankees. 
 
Urshela, 26, was also signed as a non-drafted free agent in 2008 and also split last season between Cleveland and Columbus, batting .224 with 
a homer and 15 RBIs in 67 games in the majors. 
 
He started all five games of the ALDS at third base once Jose Ramirez moved to second and Jason Kipnis played center field, going 2-for-12 
with an RBI and committing a pair of errors in a 7-3 Game 4 loss at Yankee Stadium. 
 
Davis dinged 
 
Outfielder Rajai Davis received four stitches to his forehead after his batting helmet cut it during a stolen base attempt Friday. 
 
Francona and assistant athletic trainer Jeff Desjardins checked on Davis, who remained in the game with a bandage and was back in the lineup 
Saturday before the rainout. 
 
“They do the concussion protocol stuff first and JD asked him how many outs there were. And I don’t know if Raj even knew if he was safe or 
out,” Francona said. “We got a pretty good laugh about that later on. We were in the dugout talking about it.” 
 
It was a light moment to what could have been a serious situation. 
 
“We were laughing about it, but every inning they check with him because that’s the last thing we want to do with somebody out there that’s not 
supposed to be. That doesn’t work good for anybody,” Francona said. “And it’s when you’re messing with a concussion, I think as people have 
learned over the years, that’s not something to mess around with. And you can start to get into some pretty serious stuff.” 
 
Davis was safe on the play, bringing his team-high stolen base total to four. The first Cleveland player to reach four stolen bases last year was 
Michael Brantley — on May 19. 
 
Not there yet 
Though he is healthy enough to play, Brandon Guyer is still working his way back from a spring training setback with a left wrist injury that 
required offseason surgery. 
 
He is batting only .136 (3-for-22), including 2-for-16 against lefties, his specialty. 
 
“You know, I really thought on the West Coast, he was the one guy who took some really healthy swings,” Francona said of Guyer, who was 
limited to 70 games last year. “We actually let him face a couple right-handers when they came in from the bullpen, and then he hit a couple 
balls at people. When you play sparingly, you’ve got to kind of sit on that. 
 
“He’s a really tough kid. He takes aggressive swings, and I’m guessing that it doesn’t feel as good as he says it does, but he’s a really tough 
kid. We’ve talked about it a lot, when we’re facing lefties, we need him to be a guy that can do some damage.” 
 
Roundin’ third 
Shortstop Francisco Lindor has recorded multiple hits in each of his last three games, going 7-for-14 with a homer, five RBIs and five runs to 
raise his average from .159 to .241. 
 
** Corey Kluber worked at least seven innings and struck out at least seven, while allowing two runs or fewer, in each of his first three outings. It 
is the longest such streak to begin a season for the Indians since Sam McDowell in 1964. 
 
TRIBE NOTES Commentary: MLB should come in from the col d, shorten the season to avoid snow during the play offs 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on April 14, 2018 | Updated 1:26 a. m. 
CLEVELAND — Major League Baseball commissioner Rob Manfred has been getting buried by pretty much every purist — every baseball fan, 
really — for the measures he’s taken to shorten the length of games. 
 
Even Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer took a shot at him recently. 
 



I’m not on board with everything the commish has proposed — and instituted — especially the starting a runner on second base in extra innings 
nonsense. That’s a Sunday softball league thing, not a big league one. 
 
But here’s a take that’s probably even more unpopular with the old-schoolers: I’d like to take Manfred’s pace-of-play thing a step further and just 
go ahead and shorten the whole darn season. 
 
It starts too early and ends too late, which means there will undoubtedly be games played in the cold. 
 
Indians fans can relate. They dutifully, impressively, respectfully and insanely showed up to pack Progressive Field for the home opener 
dressed in winter coats, hats and gloves normally reserved for Browns games. 
 
Then those that showed up for the rest of the first homestand got to experience temperatures in the 30s, including the coldest game on record 
at Jacobs/Progressive Field — 32 freaking degrees at first pitch. 
 
Baseball is not meant to be played in the cold. It’s why spring training is held in Arizona and Florida. Major league players are called the boys of 
summer — a season of sun and warmth. 
 
That’s when baseball should be played, in the most ideal settings as possible. No athlete should be subjected to competing in the cold unless 
it’s the Winter Olympics. 
 
I know it may sound like it, but I don’t hate baseball. I’ve covered the game since 1994, and though I will admit — give me some credit for 
honesty here — it’s not my favorite sport, not even close, it’s still a sport, I’m a sportswriter, and that’s what I love: sports. 
 
There’s not much better than postseason baseball. Unless it’s played in the cold. 
 
And that brings me to my real beef on the length of the MLB season. 
 
Each year there is the potential for the most important games of the season — the playoffs and World Series — to be played under less-than-
ideal conditions. Make that, ridiculous conditions. 
 
If a Midwest or East Coast team qualifies for the postseason in October, it’s going to host games in the cold, maybe even a World Series one 
when it snows. 
 
Remember that, Indians fans? In 1997 the Tribe and Marlins played in a winter wonderland that was Jacobs Field. I can still remember thinking, 
‘I can’t believe they are going to play a pivotal World Series game in the snow!!!!!’ 
 
Those same fans can also remember when all three road games of the 2016 World Series were played in the freezing cold at Wrigley Field — 
though they probably look back fondly since the Indians won two of them. 
 
Still, you get the idea. 
I sure did when I sat in the auxiliary press box (the stands) in Wrigley, not the heated one that some of my colleagues called their office — I tell 
ya, I get no respect. 
 
I had issues just sitting there in my winter coat, hat and no gloves — since I had to type (not very well with frozen fingers). I can’t imagine trying 
to play baseball at any type of level. 
 
I can handle cold weather to start the year — though I’d rather not — but not in critical postseason games. I don’t care if both teams have to 
deal with it. They shouldn’t have to. 
 
They shouldn’t have to work all season long to get to the promised land, only to have it covered in snow. 
 
Whenever possible, why wouldn’t you want to play under ideal conditions to decide the world championship? You certainly aren’t getting the 
best from your players if they have to bundle up to play in those conditions. None of them is loose and the ball doesn’t travel anywhere. 
 
It’s a weathered-down version of a baseball game at the most important time of the season. 
 
I mean, let’s be real, folks, no one likes to do much of anything in the cold. If you polled 100 major league players and asked them whether they 
would prefer to take the field with the sun shining and the temperatures in the 70s or 80s or in the 30s and 40s, who’s gonna take the latter? 
 
The only sport that is actually somewhat conditioned for the cold is football, and its college and professional levels almost always hold their 
most important game of the season on a neutral field — in a dome or warm-weather venue. 
 
I’m proposing to shorten the season from 162 games to somewhere around 122. 
 



You want to keep the length of the season? I guess I’d be fine with that as long as the World Series is held at a neutral site. 
 
I’m sure that will sit well with traditional baseball fans, as well. 
 
I don’t care what anybody thinks. 
 
Baseball’s most important games should not be left out in the cold. 
 
SPORTS Indians: Tribe, Blue Jays postponed by rain 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-Telegram Published on April 14, 2018 | Updated 1:08 a. m.  
CLEVELAND -- The Indians have played through frigid temperatures for much of the first homestand of the season, but they couldn’t beat the 
rain Saturday. 
 
With forecasts calling for rain nearly the entire night, the second game of Cleveland’s series against Toronto was postponed. 
 
The game will be made up May 3 at 1:10 p.m. -- a previously scheduled off day for the Indians. 
 
Rain began to fall around 2:30 p.m., ending batting practice and bringing the tarp onto the field at Progressive Field. The game was delayed 
before the scheduled 4:10 p.m. start and postponed a couple of hours later. 
 
There did not appear to be a window long enough to play the game. 
 
“Because of that (darn) lake, sometimes you think it’s going to rain, it doesn’t and you hate to wait around and then it’s an hour and it’s clear 
and you didn’t play,” manager Terry Francona said. “But if it says it’s going to rain and it’s everywhere, you don’t want to play an inning. 
 
“Yeah, it is hard. They have like two or three (weather) systems that they use, local, national and try to make the best call. And at the same 
time, you’re trying to be fair to fans. There’s a lot that goes on in it.” 
 
The Indians and Blue Jays are scheduled to employ Saturday’s scheduled starting pitchers -- right-hander Corey Kluber and left-hander Jaime 
Garcia -- in the series finale Sunday at 1:10 p.m. 
 
There is no guarantee the Indians and Jays will play, though, because rain is also in the forecast for much of Sunday. 
 
If Sunday’s game is also postponed, expect it to happen early, with the Indians set to leave for Puerto Rico on Sunday night for a two-game 
series against Central Division rival Minnesota on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
Fans can use their tickets from Saturday to attend the May 3 makeup game. They can also exchange them for May 11 or May 12 against the 
Kansas City Royals. 
 
Roberto Perez, Francisco Lindor excited about playi ng in Puerto Rico | Jeff Schudel 
By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 
The Indians and Minnesota Twins have known since June of last year they would meet for a two-game series in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 
now that time is at hand. 
 
The series at Hiram Bithom Stadium is set for April 17 and 18, sandwiched between off days on April 16 and 19 for both teams. 
 
It might be difficult for anyone born and raised in the United States to appreciate how emotional the trip back home is going to be for Indians 
shortstop Francisco Lindor, catcher Roberto Perez and first base coach Sandy Alomar, Jr., but they can’t wait for this series. All three are 
natives of Puerto Rico. 
 
Manager Terry Francona wants all his players to enjoy the experience while remembering that these games count; The Indians and Twins are 
vying for first place in the A.L. Central early in the season. 
“You’ve got to remember that they’re not exhibition games, because sometimes you get (caught up) in that atmosphere,” Francona said. “But, I 
think it’s good for baseball, and I think our guys will enjoy it.” 
 
The time is especially important to Perez. He did not grow up with the advantages of Lindor, whose family moved to Florida when Lindor was 
12. Perez grew up in a single-parent home in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. 
 
This doesn’t mean Lindor has forgotten his roots, but the series with the Twins is a chance for Perez’ mother to make the 2½-hour journey to 
San Juan to watch her son play. 
 
“All that Puerto Rico has gone through the last eight or nine months (from hurricanes), it’s an honor, to represent not only the Cleveland 
Indians, but the island,” Perez said in the Indians clubhouse April 13. “This is like the World Series. You don’t know when you’re going to go 
back and play there. 



“I don’t think you can ever forget where you came from. I don’t want kids to go through what I went through as a kid. That’s the message I want 
to relate. My mom (Lilliam) had to make a lot of sacrifices. That’s why I’m proud of her. When something was missing at home, she went out 
and got it. She did a great job.” 
 
Lindor plans to host a clinic on April 16 for 250 Puerto Rican youngsters at his elementary school in Gurabo, P.R. 
 
“I’ve been looking forward to this opportunity for a long time and I couldn’t be more excited,” Lindor said. “I have said many times that playing in 
Puerto Rico is a dream come true. I can’t wait to take the field in front of the fans in my homeland. I’m sure it is going to be a moment that I’ll 
never forget.” 
 
Lindor and Perez both represented Puerto Rico in the 2017 World Baseball Classic. 
 
• The Indians are trying to find a spot for Francisco Mejia on the major-league roster someday, and since they are content with Yan Gomes and 
Roberto Perez as catchers, Mejia’s natural position, they are trying to convert him into a left fielder. He has started four games as a catcher and 
two in the outfield with the Columbus Clippers. The former Lake County Captain was the DH on April 13. 
 
“It’s a work in progress, which we knew,” Francona said. “I don’t know that you can go from being a catcher to being a Gold Glove outfielder. 
But, as long as he’s willing to try it and put the work in, which he is, it just opens up maybe more avenues for him to get to the major leagues. 
 
“He has a tremendous arm. That’s not going to be an issue anywhere. Balls off the bat, you can take all the drills you want — and he does — 
but balls off the bat are probably the hardest thing. Your first step. Making sure you’re going in the right direction. Not coming straight up. 
Repetition will be the best thing for him.” 
 
Mejia is hitting .194 with six hits in 31 at-bats. 
 
Clippers 5, Bulls 3 | Nellie Rodriguez home run in n inth lifts Clippers 
Nellie Rodriguez hit a two-run, game-ending home run in the ninth inning to give the Clippers a 5-3 win over the Durham Bulls on Saturday 
night in front of 6,051 at Huntington Park. 
 
Mike Papi walked to lead off the final inning before Rodriguez hit a line drive over the center-field wall off of Bulls closer Ryan Stanek (0-1). 
Reliever Ben Taylor (1-1) got the win after throwing two hitless innings and striking out four. 
 
The Clippers had to rally from a 3-0 deficit. The Bulls’ Jason Coats hit a two-run homer in the second inning and Joe McCarthy had an RBI 
double in the fifth off Clippers starter Adam Wilk, who allowed seven hits in five innings. 
 
The Clippers made it 3-2 in the bottom of the fifth on a Brandon Barnes two-run homer and tied it on a Francisco Mejia solo home run in the 
sixth. 
 
Neither team scored in the seventh and eighth innings, and the Bulls were retired in order in the ninth to set the stage for Rodriguez. 
 
Blue Jays-Indians game postponed; forecast bad for S unday 
The Associated Press The Associated PressApr 14, 20 18, 6:23 PM 
CLEVELAND (AP) -- The Cleveland Indians have dealt with record-low temperatures, snow flurries and bone-chilling winds during their first 
homestand. 
 
The Indians managed to play the first eight games despite the obstacles. That run ended when Saturday's game against Toronto was 
postponed by rain. 
 
Heavy rain began falling about two hours before the scheduled 4:10 p.m. first pitch, and the game was called at 5:28 p.m. It was rescheduled 
for 1:10 p.m. on May 3, previously an off day for both teams. 
 
Sunday's series finale could also be in jeopardy because the rain is predicted to last through the weekend. The Blue Jays are making their only 
scheduled trip to Cleveland. 
 
Both teams will go with Saturday's scheduled starters in the series finale. Corey Kluber (1-1), the reigning AL Cy Young winner, will pitch for 
Indians. The right-hander struck out 13 and allowed two hits in eight innings against Detroit on Monday. 
 
Jaime Garcia (1-0) will make his third start for Toronto. He pitched into the sixth inning for the win against Texas on Sunday. The Blue Jays 
signed the left-hander in February. 
 
Monday's first-pitch temperature of 32 degrees set a record low at Progressive Field. The homestand has also featured game-time starts of 33 
and 34 degrees. 
 



Forecasts calling for bad weather make it difficult for everyone involved. No one wants a long wait to begin a game, but managers don't want 
one to be stopped after a couple of innings because they'll waste their starting pitcher. 
 
''It is tough,'' Indians manager Terry Francona said. ''Sometimes you think it's going to rain and it doesn't. You hate to wait around and then it's 
an hour, it's two, and it's clear and you didn't play. But if it says it's going to rain and it's everywhere, you don't want to play an inning. It is hard.'' 
 
The Blue Jays will return to Cleveland at least once. The teams have six more mutual off days. 
 
''Nobody likes the delay, that's for sure,'' Blue Jays manager John Gibbons said. ''I think that's the biggest concern is what happens to your 
starter. That's where you could run into problems. Since you only come in here once, you come back on an off day. That's no fun.'' 
 
''You try to make the best call,'' Francona said. ''At the same time, you try to be fair to the fans. There's a lot that goes on.'' 
 
Indians outfielder Rajai Davis was in Saturday's lineup despite receiving four stitches after being hit with his batting helmet while stealing 
second base Friday. The helmet came off during a headfirst side, bounced and struck him above the right eye. 
 
Blue Jays second baseman Devon Travis was also in the lineup a day after being hit by a on the right hand by a pitch from Matt Belisle. 
 
The Blue Jays rallied from a 4-0 deficit to win Friday night's series opener 8-4. Teoscar Hernandez, called up from Triple-A Buffalo, hit an RBI 
double off relief ace Andrew Miller in the seventh inning to drive in the winning run. 
 
Aledyms Diaz hit a game-tying three-run homer in the fourth and the Indians didn't score over the final seven innings. Cleveland stranded 16 
baserunners, committed two errors and saw its five-game winning streak come to an end. 
 
Thunder 1, RubberDucks 0: Ducks’ struggle to score runs continues in loss to Thunder 
by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent 
Better times are likely ahead, but right now the RubberDucks need to be inflated. 
 
The squad came into its three-game series with the Trenton Thunder on the high of a three-game winning streak. 
 
Then the bottom fell out of the Ducks’ bats in back-to-back losses to Thunder, including a 1-0 setback on Saturday at Canal Park. 
 
While the sample size is small, offense has been lacking of late. The RubberDucks (4-5) have played well enough to win, but can’t seem to find 
that one hit to turn things around. 
 
“We’ve seen some pretty good starting pitching,” Ducks manager Tony Mansolino said. “That’s one thing we’ve talked about in the coaches 
room. I do think it’s a little bit of us at this moment, which is good because you just don’t want it to be just the pitching. 
 
“You want it to be the ability to know you can hit that pitching. I think we’re going to get some consecutive days going where we can get a 
couple of balls to fall for us and things will start to turn.” 
 
The Ducks have scored only one run in the last 25 innings and that came on a home run by Joe Sever on Friday. Aside from that the team has 
struck out 32 times during that span and is batting a collective .056 (4-for-78). 
 
Almost on script, the game ended with the bases loaded, and the Ducks’ inability to scratch across a run in their final two at-bats loomed large. 
 
“I don’t think any of the guys are too worried about it,” said catcher Daniel Salters, who had one of the two hits for the Ducks on Saturday. “It’s 
really early. We’re nine games in, so that’s just part of it. It’s early in the season.” 
 
The Yankees organization has made it a point of contention to build the organization with a mound-first mentality, and that has shown in the last 
two games. 
 
While he didn’t get the win, right-hander Dillon Tate went four innings and allowed only one hit and struck out four. A 101-minute rain delay 
followed, but nothing much changed when Jose Mesa Jr., Kaleb Ort and Jordan Foley took the mound for the Thunder (5-4). 
 
Lost in the Ducks’ defeat was a solid performance from starter Sean Brady. 
 
The left-hander absorbed the loss after giving up a home run to Jhalen Jackson in the second, but allowed only one other hit in four innings of 
work and struck out two. 
 
“I thought he competed well today,” Mansolino said of Jackson. “I thought he used the inner half of the plate really well. He had intent 
throughout his outing. He really did a good job for us and kept us in the game through the rain delay and gave us a chance to win.” 
 



The series is scheduled to wrap up at Canal Park with a 2:05 p.m. first pitch Sunday. Shao-Ching Chiang (1-0, 0-0) will face Thunder right-
hander Will Carter (0-0, 3.96). 
Note 
Outfielder Taylor Murphy was released by the organization. The 18th-round draft pick in the 2014 MLB Draft had a .257 career batting average 
with 28 home runs and 153 RBI in 323 games. Connor Marabell was added to the roster. The four-year veteran has a .264 career batting 
average with 14 home runs and 135 RBI. 
 
Ken Rosenthal / The Orioles are a team in upheaval,  from the field to the front office 

By Ken Rosenthal  

No team in the majors is experiencing as big an upheaval as the Baltimore Orioles — and not simply because shortstop Manny Machado, center fielder Adam 
Jones and relievers Zach Britton and Brad Brach are eligible for free agency at the end of the season. 

Virtually every level of the organization is in flux, and some with the club believe the ongoing transformation will leave the franchise in a better place. Any benefits, 
though, do not figure to be apparent short-term. The Orioles, off to a 5-8 start, are unlikely to contend this season and might trade Machado and others before the 
non-waiver deadline, forcing a transition to a younger club. 

Here, according to sources, are the current dynamics: 

—Owner Peter Angelos, who turns 89 on July 4, is less involved than at any point in his tenure, which began in 1993. Angelos has not appeared regularly at his 
law office, his principal workplace, since around the first of the year. 

—Angelos’ sons, executive vice-president John Angelos and ownership representative Lou Angelos, are taking a more active role in the operation of the club, 
accelerating the decision-making process while methodically gathering information about each department. 

—Brady Anderson, the team’s vice president of baseball operations, continues to assume significant responsibility. Anderson, not executive VP of baseball 
operations Dan Duquette, was the point man in the signings of free-agent pitchers Andrew Cashner, Chris Tillman and Alex Cobb. 

—Duquette, in the final year of his contract, appears to be losing influence. Anderson is close with Lou Angelos, and the relationship between Duquette and 
manager Buck Showalter — who also is in the final year of his contract — remains strained. 

—Some in the organization believe Showalter, 61, wants to continue as manager beyond this season, even if it means presiding over a rebuild. Others believe 
Showalter — who is in his eighth full season with the Orioles, by far the longest of his four managerial tenures — would prefer to move into the front office. 

Showalter’s voice no longer resonates as powerfully as it once did in the clubhouse, sources say. But some of the players who grew weary of the manager, going 
back to his failure to use Britton in the 2016 wild-card game, no longer are with the club. Others might not be with the club next season, leaving Showalter with 
essentially a new team if he remains in his present role. 

All of the officials listed above either declined comment or did not respond to requests for comment when contacted by The Athletic. 

Angelos’ sons have been involved with the Orioles for some time, but concerns exist in the industry about their ability to run a franchise, according to sources. 
Neither son is a seasoned baseball executive; Peter Angelos was always the dominant force in the organization, ceding little responsibility. John assumed his 
current position in 1999 and launched the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network, the regional sports network co-owned by the Orioles and Washington Nationals, in 2005. 
Lou Angelos had less formal duties, but has become increasingly involved in baseball operations, providing impetus and direction in recent months, sources say. 

When Peter Angelos was fully engaged, the Orioles’ decision-making often was painstakingly slow. Club executives were afraid to act without his approval, but did 
not always secure his approval in a prompt manner. The process is more streamlined now that Angelos has granted more authority to his sons, sources say, and 
the direction of the team might be changing, too. 

The Orioles’ recent introduction of their innovative “Kids Cheer Free” program is viewed by some as the type of idea that Peter Angelos never would have 
implemented, fearing a loss of revenue. Under the promotion, any adult who purchases an upper-deck ticket can receive two additional upper-deck tickets free for 
children nine and under. 

The expectation of some in baseball operations is that Angelos’ sons will place an increased emphasis on the amateur draft, the international program and the 
farm system. Under Duquette, the Orioles routinely have traded competitive-balance picks and international signing bonus slots in an effort to remain competitive. 
Peter Angelos never found anyone he trusted to run the international department, sources say. 

Duquette, however, has been largely successful since taking over in Nov. 2011, even while often working counter to the industry preference for young, affordable 
talent. The Orioles, after going 14 years without a postseason appearance, have made the playoffs three times under Duquette and produced the third-highest 
regular-season win total in the American League, behind only the New York Yankees and Cleveland Indians. Their farm system also has improved, jumping to No. 
17 in Baseball America’s 2018 organization rankings after ranking 27th or below for three straight years. 

Showalter’s managerial acumen played a role in Duquette’s success, just as Duquette’s shrewd maneuvering played a role in Showalter’s. But the two operate on 
different wavelengths, and at this point, Showalter appears more likely to remain with the club. The Orioles might decline to renew Duquette’s contract, or ask him 
to assume another role. Duquette, who according to sources is frustrated by his loss of power, also might choose to depart. 

Who might replace him? Anderson seems to prefer operating behind the scenes, and might not want the full-time responsibility of a general manager. Showalter, if 
he remains manager, could become more involved in player personnel, with the Orioles hiring a new GM to handle administrative duties and day-to-day 
operations. 

One thing seems certain: The 2019 Orioles will look much different than the 2018 version, and not just on the field. 
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Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES / Will Shohei Ohtani’s start lead to more two-way players? 

By Nick Cafardo 

The success of Angels righthanded pitcher/lefthanded hitter Shohei Ohtani has certainly left other major leaguers wondering what might have been had they 
entered the league as a two-way player. 

The Red Sox’ Mitch Moreland was a highly touted first baseman and lefthanded pitcher while at Mississippi State. He was drafted by the Rangers in the 17th round 
in 2007. 

“Anything that would help me get to the big leagues faster would have been a good opportunity,” said Moreland, who has pitched in four games as a professional, 
all in mopup duty. “It definitely doubles your chances. If [one position’s] not working, maybe the other one does. That would be a cool deal. 

“Teams looked at me as a pitcher. Two teams looked at me to hit; Texas was one of them and they drafted me and I just made the most of it.” 



Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

Conventional wisdom has always been that a player talented enough to both hit and pitch in the majors would ultimately have to choose one over the other. There 
was rarely any thought of someone doing both. 

Former Red Sox prospects Casey Kelly and Frankie Rodriguez are among the few examples. Both played shortstop and pitched when they were drafted. Kelly, 
the Red Sox’ first-round pick in 2008, only played both positions in one minor league season, his second. He has struggled with arm problems and is currently with 
the Braves’ Triple A team. Rodriguez, the Sox’ second-round pick in 1990, never played both positions in the same season, but he did pitch for seven years in the 
majors. 

Baseball executives think Ohtani is a one-of-a-kind player. 

Entering Friday, Ohtani was hitting .346 with three homers, 11 RBIs, and a 1.183 OPS in 26 at-bats as a DH, and also was 2-0 as a starter with a 2.08 ERA, 18 
strikeouts, only 2 walks, and an MLB-best 0.462 WHIP in 13 innings. His fastball averages 99 miles per hour, and he has a nasty splitter and wipeout slider. 

The Red Sox will see Ohtani when they visit the Angels for three games this week, but they won’t face Ohtani, who’s scheduled to pitch against the Royals on 
Sunday. 

“I think Ohtani is a unique individual,” said Orioles general manager Dan Duquette. “You’re not going to see too many players like that. But I would think teams 
would start to look at players a little differently, maybe take more chances with a kid who may have the ability as a pitcher and a hitter. At least more than we’ve 
seen in the past.” 

Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey, who pursued Ohtani in the offseason, said of the 23-year-old Japanese star, “It takes a special talent to pull it off, which 
he obviously is.” 

Orioles reliever Mychal Givens was an outstanding shortstop and pitcher in high school. He was strictly an infielder in his first three seasons in the minors, 
switched to pitching in 2013, and debuted with the Orioles two years later. Cal Ripken Jr. was drafted by the Orioles as a pitcher in 1978, but he never took the 
mound as a professional. 

Nationals adviser Ron Rizzi said the best two-way players he’s seen are Rick Ankiel and Josh Hamilton. He described Hamilton as having “electric stuff” as a 
pitcher and someone who could have been a front-line starter as well as a five-tool position player. Ankiel was a major league pitcher and outfielder, but never both 
in the same season. 

Former Red Sox pitcher Ken Brett probably could have been a big league outfielder as well. 

The Rays’ top draft pick in 2017, fourth overall selection Brendan McKay, has been used as both a first baseman and pitcher in Single A. Last season with Hudson 
Valley of the New York-Penn League, McKay hit .232 with four homers and 22 RBIs in 36 games, and also posted a 1.80 ERA and 0.750 WHIP in six starts, 
holding batters to a .149 average. 

McKay, a lefthanded pitcher, said he’s been a two-way player all his life. As he climbs the minor league ladder, the task will become tougher. 

Ohtani put up poor numbers in spring training — hitting just .125 and allowing eight earned runs in 2⅔ innings — and some scouts wondered whether he could pull 
it off in the majors. 

Now that Ohtani has gotten used to the speed of the major leagues, he’s proven that he can. 

Ohtani has asked Angels manager Mike Scioscia to play him more, as he would love to be used at first base or in the outfield. Those who studied his defense in 
Japan say Ohtani is a talented enough defender to handle center field. 

The Angels have limited him to DH to reduce his chances of getting injured. As it is now, Ohtani doesn’t play the day before he pitches and the day after he 
pitches. They have also decided that he’ll pitch one day a week — on Sundays — as per his schedule in Japan. 

Whether Ohtani, McKay, and other young two-way players can change the sport is anyone’s guess. But Ohtani has created greater interest in the feat. He’s an 
event when at the plate or on the mound. 

And the Red Sox will have to find a way to handle his talents this week. 

EXTRA ATTENTION 

Could ties be part of MLB’s future? 

There are many ideas out there on how to improve pace of play. One is to eliminate extra innings and have games end in a tie. 

MLB could award teams two points for a win, one for a tie, and none for a loss. Extra innings would be allowed in the postseason. 

Players, for the most part, hate extra innings. It wears them down. 

We’ve often talked about increasing the 25-man roster to accommodate the new standard of carrying 12-13 pitchers, which reduces the number of bench players. 

Eliminating extra innings would benefit the current system of a 25-man roster. 

The Red Sox dominated in extra innings last season, going 15-3 in such contests. There were 182 extra-inning games in the majors last year, an average of 12 
per team. The Giants and Blue Jays played the most with 19, the Giants going 12-7 and the Blue Jays 5-14. The Red Sox were second with 18. The Tigers played 
the fewest with five, going 1-4. 

“I don’t like ties,” said Red Sox utilityman Brock Holt. “But when you play 19 innings, you’re like, ‘Let’s get thing over with,’ but we’ve been good in extra innings. 

“I don’t think any player will tell you they enjoy playing extras. Nine innings is long enough. Start adding those innings on and it wears on you as the season goes 
on. I don’t think anyone likes them.” 

The minor leagues changed their extra-inning rules this season by starting each half-inning with a runner on second base. 

The Pawtucket Red Sox went into extras in their third game of the season and lost, 4-3, to Buffalo in 12 innings. The game took 4 hours, 1 minute. 

“Baseball is baseball. It’s been the same way for how many years? When you start adding new things into it it’s not the same anymore,” said Holt. “I think it’s 
entertaining if I were playing a video game. But we play nine innings. We grind out at-bats for the length of the game. But when you just put someone on base, it’s 
like flipping a coin. We’re putting a guy on second and we can lose the game. I know it’s the same for both teams, but I don’t like it.” 

Apropos of nothing 

1. The vote on whether to rename Yawkey Way was postponed by the city’s Public Improvement Commission last week. Let’s just call it The Street To Be Named 
Later. 



2. Now that the Nationals have given GM Mike Rizzo a new three-year, $12 million deal, isn’t it time for their Beltway rivals, the Orioles, to do the same for Dan 
Duquette? 

3. It was fascinating to watch Drew Pomeranz sign about one hundred baseballs in the Red Sox clubhouse, and do it with his right hand. Other than pitch with his 
left hand, Pomeranz does everything righthanded. Fellow lefty Brian Johnson said that he also does everything righthanded, except pitch. Asked whether he could 
pitch righthanded, Pomeranz said he probably could. 

4. Yes, there were only 6,150 fans at the Marlins-Mets game at Marlins Park last Wednesday. The three-game series drew 19,669. 

5. MLB Network’s Elliot Kalb points out there have been six plate appearances of 12 or more pitches this season. Thirteen pitches: Josh Harrison vs. Tyler Mahle 
and Trevor Story vs. Fernando Salas. Twelve pitches: Andrew McCutchen vs. Wilmer Font, Aaron Altherr vs. Chris O’Grady, Austin Hedges vs. Chris Stratton, and 
Ozzie Albies vs. Enny Romero. 

Updates on nine 

1. Blake Swihart, utilityman, Red Sox — The Mets are down their top two catchers — Travis d’Arnaud needs Tommy John surgery and Kevin Plawecki has a 
broken hand — so they may be looking for help. Youngster Tomas Nido gets the chance to be the No. 1, with Jose Lobaton backing him up. Sandy Leon and 
Swihart might be targeted by the Mets. Swihart hasn’t caught yet this season but he did play nine games at the position during the exhibition season. 

2. J.T. Realmuto, C, Marlins — Realmuto, who has yet to play this season, would appeal to a lot of teams (like the Mets) and he’s the Marlins’ best trade chip to 
acquire a good package of prospects. Righty Dan Straily won’t bring as much in return, nor would second baseman Starlin Castro or first baseman Justin Bour. 

3. Bryce Brentz, OF, Mets — The former Red Sox slugger was cut by the Pirates after a poor spring training and the Mets wisely picked him up. Brentz is a 
notoriously slow starter. He entered Friday 3 for 24 (.125) with nine strikeouts at Triple A Las Vegas. Brentz hit 31 homers for the PawSox last season. The Red 
Sox didn’t call him up in September and then surprisingly added him to the 40-man roster over the winter. They traded him to Pittsburgh in spring training. 

4. John Farrell, pitching adviser, Reds — With the Reds off to a 2-10 start, there’s already speculation about Farrell being a leading candidate to replace Bryan 
Price as manager. One Reds employee who would want the job — special assistant Barry Larkin. 

5. Howie Kendrick, 2B, Nationals — Kendrick is a perfect example of why Mike Rizzo is such an outstanding GM. Kendrick was passed over by a lot of teams in 
free agency. With Daniel Murphy (knee surgery) starting the year on the DL, Kendrick is filling in at second and was batting .349 entering Friday. Rizzo also just 
signed first baseman Mark Reynolds, who hit 30 homers for Colorado last season, to a minor league contract with Ryan Zimmerman in a 4-for-39 slump to start 
the year. 

6. Yoan Moncada, 2B, White Sox — Moncada, 22, simply hasn’t adapted to the majors. Through Thursday, Moncada was hitting .184 and had struck out a major 
league-high 24 times in 49 at-bats. White Sox manager Rick Renteria told reporters that Moncada had been pulling his head up rather than keeping it down 
through his swing. Moncada hit just .231 with 74 strikeouts in 199 at-bats last season. 

7. Sam Travis, 1B, Red Sox — Travis’s success at Triple A Pawtucket is definitely tied into how close Hanley Ramirez will come to attaining the 497 plate 
appearances he needs to kick in a $22 million vesting option for 2019. Travis started 4 for 20 at Pawtucket after a sizzling spring training. 

8. Miguel Cabrera, 1B, Tigers — Whenever Cabrera slumps, there’s speculation as to whether he’s washed up. He took a 4-for-27 slide into Friday, but, no, 
Cabrera’s not done yet. He better not be for the Tigers’ sake, as they have to pay him $30 million a year through 2021 and then $32 million for the next two years 
after that. 

9. Carlos Carrasco and Corey Kluber, RHPs, Indians — Along with Jose Berrios, Max Scherzer, and Jameson Taillon, they are the only pitchers with complete 
games this year entering Friday. 

Harper / 10 most intriguing teams, hitters & pitche rs over first weeks of MLB season 

JOHN HARPER 

Two weeks is hardly enough time to draw conclusions about a 162-game season, but it is plenty of time to create intriguing storylines about both teams and 
players, and nowhere more so than right here New York. 

Already it's fair to ask if the so-so Yankees are burdened by high expectations, and whether the high-flying Mets are benefiting as much from a change in 
leadership as good health. 

Shohei Ohtani has lived up to the Babe Ruth-type hype in the early going for the Angels. 

Around the majors, meanwhile, against all odds Shohei Ohtani is living up to the Babe-Ruth-of-Japan hype, while Yu Darvish is making the Cubs wonder if he was 
worth the $126-million contract, and Manny Machado is already inviting the bidding to begin on his free agency. 

With all of that in mind, I offer three lists of Top 10 most intriguing starts to the season: teams, position players, and starting pitchers. 

TEAMS: 

1. Angels: It looks like GM Billy Eppler hit the jackpot with Ohtani, partly because he spent years scouting him and establishing a relationship while still Brian 
Cashman's assistant GM in the Bronx. 

Eppler made some other sound moves this winter, signing Zack Cozart and trading for Ian Kinsler, that are helping the Angels pile up runs early, meaning that 
Mike Trout finally has more help around him. 

However, I'm not sold on whether the pitching, better than expected so far in part due to Ohtani, will hold up over 162 games. 

2. Mets: You knew they had a chance to be good again if they could ever stay healthy, and even losing two catchers in one day can be overcome if the big names, 
and particularly the pitchers, can avoid injury. 

As of Friday the Mets had the lowest ERA in the NL, and it's hard not to think Mickey Callaway and pitching coach Dave Eiland have had a significant effect on 
both performance and even health. 

No less significant, their sweep of the Nationals sent the belief level in the clubhouse soaring, which this team needed badly after 2017. 

3. Dodgers: They miss Justin Turner, sure, but as of Friday the 4-7 Dodgers had scored only 39 runs, second-lowest in the NL to the Reds. Nobody has hit much, 
including last year's rookie sensation, Cody Bellinger, and that figures to change eventually. 

Still, after three straight division titles and a lot of October baseball that hasn't resulted in a long-awaited title, it's possible the Dodgers could take a step back, 
especially after lowering the payroll to get under the luxury-tax threshold. 

And with Clayton Kershaw's opt-out looming, there could be a lot of drama out in Hollywood this summer. 



4. Red Sox: Maybe all the Sox needed was nine games against the Rays and Marlins to start hot and ride an early wave of confidence to a series win over the 
Yankees. We'll see about that. 

Or maybe all the Stanton-Judge hype putting a chip on their shoulder helped too. So far the Sox have pitched great, but David Price's curious hand-tingling injury 
after one bad inning against the Yankees makes you wonder about him, as you do about Rick Porcello's hot start. 

5. Yankees: No doubt they'll hit, but already it's fair to ask if their starting pitching is good enough to win the AL East, never mind a championship, especially after 
their rough series in Fenway Park this week. Sonny Gray, in particular, continues to be a disappointment, and it seems inevitable that Brian Cashman will have to 
trade for a top starter come July. 

However, I'm still convinced the bullpen will be the difference-making weapon everyone expects, despite shaky outings from most of their key relievers. And the 
way Giancarlo Stanton handled his early booing in the Bronx, with accountability and even some humor, bodes well for him and his team. 

6. Nationals: Man, does this team miss Daniel Murphy. The Nats don't look the same without the lefthanded bat that helped turn this team into an offensive 
juggernaut the last two seasons, and he may not be back for another 3-4 weeks as he recovers from off-season microfracture knee surgery. 

Bryce Harper has hit a bunch of home runs early, but without Murphy's lefthanded bat, the lineup is mostly righthanded and much easier to pitch to. 

There is a lot of pressure on this team to finally win in October as Harper heads for free agency, and with a new manager, who knows how they'll respond to a 
slow start. 

7. Cubs: They talked all winter about getting back to their 2016 championship level, and I thought they'd be off and running as well, but it hasn't happened. 

Darvish, winless with a 6.00 ERA after three starts, hasn't helped, but the Cubs have been inconsistent offensively, to the point where you have to ask if maybe 
their ballyhooed nucleus of young position players, even with superstar Kris Bryant, isn't as dynasty-worthy as many thought. 

8. Astros: They're loaded and off to the strong start everyone expected, mostly because of the deepest starting rotation in baseball, with Justin Verlander looking 
re-born and Gerrit Cole coming over from the Pirates. 

It'd be fun to see the Angels give them a battle for the AL West title, but more than likely the only question is whether the Astros can run the October gauntlet again 
and become the first team to repeat since the Joe Torre Yankees. 

9. Diamondbacks: OK, so who had the D-Backs at 9-3, as of Friday, if you knew Zack Greinke would have a 5.07 ERA? With strong pitching from the likes of Zack 
Godley, Patrick Corbin, and Taijuan Walker, and plenty of offense, Arizona so far is proving its wild-card season was no fluke. 

10. Pirates: Trading Cole and Andrew McCutchen looked like the start of a rebuild, yet GM Neal Huntington insisted all along the Pirates had enough young talent 
to contend. With Gregory Polanco, Josh Bell, and Colin Moran, one of the players they got for Cole, off to hot starts, there's a chance he was right. 

POSITION PLAYERS 

1. Ohtani: Scouts are amazed at how he adapted so quickly to elite velocity, after looking bad in spring training, by ditching the leg kick he used in Japan and 
quickening his stroke. Angels need his pitching more, but his two-way game is the best story of this young season. 

Giancarlo Stanton 

2. Stanton: Handled Bronx booing very professionally, and hit some lasers in Boston, but still fascinating to see how he holds up under huge expectations. 

3. Manny Machado: Great defense back at SS, combined with a hot start offensively, has some thinking he could command bigger FA contract than Bryce Harper. 

4. Harper: Speaking of which… six HRs in his first 13 games: the price is already rising for him as well. 

5. Yoenis Cespedes: Twenty strikeouts and .178 average in first 11 games raised eyebrows, but he also hit some big HRs, and Cespedes is seemingly very 
motivated. Just needs to stay healthy. 

6. Robbie Cano: Off to a smoking start, at .406 through 10 games, but you know Cano can still hit. Intrigue is whether he ever plays in October, post-Yankees. 

7. Rhys Hoskins: Following up sensational rookie call-up last summer with a hot start, Hoskins looks like a superstar in the making for the Phillies. 

8. Aaron Judge: Hitting the ball all over ballpark early to remove any doubt about being a one-year wonder. Triple crown in his future? 

9. Ryan Zimmerman: Hitting .105 as of Friday after convincing new manager he didn’t need to play in spring training games. Killing the Nats, especially with 
Murphy out. 

10. Mike Moustakas: Got the worst of the free-agent freeze, but after crawling back to KC on one-year deal, he’s taking it out on pitchers, hitting .341 with .960 
OPS through 11 games. 

STARTING PITCHERS 

1. Darvish: Has started this season at least somewhat the way he finished last October. A 6.00 ERA is not what Cubs had in mind for $126 million. 

2. Sonny Gray: Pressure will start to mount if Gray (6.92 ERA) doesn’t raise his game. Yanks gave up a lot to get him last summer. 

3. Cole: Has started brilliantly for Astros: especially intriguing because Cashman essentially passed on trading for him. 

4. Kershaw: Winless despite a 1.89 ERA through three starts. Will he ever win a championship? Would anything convince him to leave LA via opt-out? 

5. Max Scherzer: Has a 0.91 ERA and 27 K’s in three starts. Could he win a third straight Cy Young Award, and fourth overall? 

6. Charlie Morton: Remarkable late-career transformation from journeyman to stud for Astros continues. Threw 12 scoreless innings in first two starts. 

Noah Syndergaard 

7. Noah Syndergaard: Came out throwing 101 mph in first spring training game, but has had early command issues. Post-lat injury, will he reach touted potential? 

8. Dallas Keuchel: Has been very hittable early, after slippage and injuries last year. Looms as free-agent target for Yankees, but only if he regains dominance. 

9. David Price: His redemption season began with two gems vs. Rays, but early exit vs. Yanks again raises question: will he ever live up to big contract in Boston? 

10. Jose Berrios: Scouts predict multiple Cy Young Awards for Twins’ 23-year old. Began season with shutout over Orioles. In three starts has 24 Ks, one walk. 
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 BILL SHAIKIN / Here's why 200-inning pitchers are an endangered species 

By BILL SHAIKIN 

Clayton Kershaw starts for the Dodgers on Sunday, on the way to 200 innings. He is a proud dinosaur. 

"Two hundred?" he said. "It shouldn't be that hard to get to." 

He should get there, so long as he stays off the disabled list. In the last two seasons, both interrupted by injury for Kershaw, no Dodgers pitcher recorded 200 
innings. 

The previous time that happened in a full season? That would be 1944, when World War II depleted rosters, Jackie Robinson was three years from his debut and 
the Dodgers were 13 years from moving from Brooklyn to Los Angeles. 

Kershaw is a special pitcher for plenty of reasons, but throwing 200 innings should not be one of them. This is not about asking a pitcher to throw a complete 
game. 

This is about a pitcher getting 600 outs over 30 starts. That's 20 outs per game, or 6 2/3 innings. To which the new wave of baseball thinker tends to say: No way. 

"I hate to say it, but it's kind of like shooting for mediocrity," Dodgers pitcher Rich Hill said. "Your standards should be much higher." 

In 2005, there were 50 major league pitchers that threw 200 innings. In 2010, there were 45. In 2015, there were 28. 

In 2016 and in 2017, there were 15 each season. 

The Dodgers' four non-Kershaw starters — Hill, Kenta Maeda, Hyun-Jin Ryu and Alex Wood — have combined for 24 major league seasons. None ever has 
pitched 200 innings. 

"That's a goal people always have in their mind," Wood said. "At the same time, the way stuff is going, it seems like everyone gets further and further away from 
seeing that as an attainable goal." 

On the surface, at least, it makes little sense to lift a reasonably effective starter in the fifth or sixth inning, replacing one of a team's best pitchers with perhaps its 
eighth-best or ninth-best pitcher. 

Even as the 200-inning pitcher has become an endangered species, there has been no statistically significant decline in the number of pitching injuries from 2011 
to 2017, former Dodgers athletic trainer Stan Conte said. 

Conte, now an injury analytics consultant, said publicly available studies have not demonstrated that inning limits and pitch counts imposed by major league 
organizations necessarily lead to a reduced risk of injury. 

"Inning and pitch limits for youth are absolutely cause and effect," Conte said. "We have been able to show that. On a professional level, we haven't been able to 
show that." 

Instead, Hill suggested, the inning and pitch limits are becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

"Every pitcher is different," Hill said. "Why is 100 the benchmark for the number of pitches that every pitcher should throw as a starter? That just doesn't make 
sense to me. Maybe Jon Lester is able to go 140 pitches." 

No manager or front office has to answer for letting a pitcher throw 100. If a pitcher throws 120, cries of abuse echo throughout the land. 

"And you'll see diminishing returns at 105, 110 pitches, because you never have really worked yourself to go 120 or 125," Hill said. "If the car is only trained to go 
so fast and so long, how are you going to get more out of it? 

"I think we've become so wrapped up in the numbers that we've lost a little bit of faith in what starters have the ability to do. Some guys can go 85 pitches. Some 
guys can go 120." 

If they can, of course, it does not mean that they should. 

In 2016, Maeda was the lone Dodgers pitcher to throw as many as 150 innings. The Dodgers advanced to the National League Championship Series. 

In 2002, when the Dodgers had five starters throw 150 innings apiece, the team did not qualify for the playoffs. Andy Ashby, Omar Daal and Kaz Ishii each topped 
150 innings but performed below the league average; today, those starters would probably be yanked after two trips through the opposing lineup. 

"It's about effectiveness," said Andrew Friedman, the Dodgers' president of baseball operations. "If what you're doing isn't effective, you have to reevaluate. 

"There used to be three or four good starters, and three or four good relievers, and 'pens weren't very deep. Now there is a much larger collection of really good 
arms who profile really well in the bullpen and can match up really well against different hitters. That makes the quantity vs. quality argument more challenging 
than it might have been before." 

What most likely was a five-man bullpen a decade ago might be an eight-man bullpen today, with teams grooming arms for particular middle innings and 
matchups, with spin rates helping to identify which arms might flourish as one-pitch relievers, with the liberal use of options and the 10-day disabled list to cycle in 
fresh arms and cycle out tired ones, and most importantly with the analytical consensus that letting a starter take a third trip through the opposing lineup is not an 
optimal strategy. 

Wood and Hill respect the numbers, but each would like to see a little less caution about letting a starter who has pitched well twice through the order remain in the 
game. 

Wood started 25 games last season, never throwing more than 100 pitches. Opponents had a .771 OPS against Hill the second time through the order last season 
and a .408 OPS the third time, albeit in half the at-bats. 

"We don't get to see the third time through the order," Hill said. "Maybe on a whole, you can assume the numbers are going to play out the way they should when, 
in fact, for myself they play out better." 

Those are not the words of a mutiny. Kershaw, Wood and Hill burn to win above all. The Dodgers last year won more games than they ever had in their six 
decades in Los Angeles. 

Their starters threw at least 100 pitches 24 times, the fewest of any team in the major leagues, according to baseball-reference.com. They got to Game 7 of the 
World Series. 

"Over the course of a 162-game season, you can't have your bullpen throw four innings every time," Kershaw said. "You have to have guys go six and seven 
[innings] a lot, especially in the middle of the season. 



"You want guys to be fresh, and you want guys to be ready for when it counts [in October]. But you've got to get there first, and you need some starters to pitch 
deep into games." 

Friedman chuckles at the suggestion he might not wish to employ 200-inning starters. 

"From a roster standpoint, five guys who took down 210 innings each and did it extremely effectively would be ideal," he said. "It's a balance between quantity and 
quality." 

The revolution marches on, analytically and otherwise. The Angels are trying a six-man rotation. The Tampa Bay Rays are turning entire games over to their 
bullpen, by choice and not desperation. 

Maybe the Dodgers are on a cutting edge. Maybe everything old will be new again, or maybe the Dodgers' research and development department will propose a 
radical new way to align a pitching staff. 

There are only six words that are banned at Dodger Stadium: We've always done it this way. 

"What works in 2018," Friedman said, "might not work in 2020." 
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