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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1993-The Reds sign Juan Samuel of the Royals to a free agent contract. Samuel will appear in 103 games for the 

Reds, batting .230 in 261 at-bats 

 

1994-Chris Sabo signs with the Orioles as a free-agent. The 1988 National League Rookie of the Year and three-

time All-Star with the Reds will return to Cincinnati in 1996 to close his career with the team 

 

MLB.COM 
These players could be wearing same uniform in '25  

By Will Leitch MLB.com @williamfleitch  

Jan. 13th, 2019 

 

The 2013 season doesn't seem that long ago, does it? It seems like it just happened. (The passage of time is a crazy 

thing.) But in the world of baseball, it was a long, long time ago. How long? Look at the top 10 hitters and the top 10 

pitchers in WAR in '13. Of those 10 hitters and 10 pitchers, only two players on each list (Mike Trout and Joey 

Votto among the hitters, Clayton Kershaw and Adam Wainwright among the pitchers) are still on the same teams 

they were just six years ago. That is an astounding amount of turnover, and reminds us how difficult it can be to 

predict the future. 

 

Nevertheless: Let's try. Today at the Thirty, we attempt to pick the one player on each team's current 40-man roster 

who is most likely to still be on that roster in six years. Sticking to the current roster raises the level of difficulty. 

Otherwise, I could just pick Vladimir Guerrero Jr. for the Blue Jays, and every other team's top prospect, and be 

done with it. For this list, you have to be here now and in 2025. The crazy thing about this experiment of guesses: 

There will be multiple, maybe double-digit, teams that have none. 

 

Reds: Eugenio Suarez, 3B 

He's signed through 2024, and the Reds have a club option on him for '25. Also, top prospect Nick Senzel isn't on 

the 40-man yet. 

 

Will Leitch is a columnist for MLB.com. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
‘I’m here for a reason’: Reds prospect Taylor Trammell has his eyes on stardom 

By C. Trent Rosecrans  

Jan. 14, 2019 

 

DAYTONA BEACH, Florida – Minutes after Taylor Trammell squeezed a fly ball for the final out of the Daytona 

Tortugas’ 5-3 victory over the Clearwater Threshers for the Florida State League North title in early September, Bud 

Lights were cracked open and sprayed around. A couple of players waited for their teammates so they could shotgun 

the beers in unison, a ritual no doubt learned and perfected at one of the country’s fine institutions of higher 

learning. 

 

In the middle stood Trammell. The Tortugas’ best player was no less happy about his team clinching a division title 

than his teammates, but he had other things on his mind. 

 



“Guys, let’s have fun, but remember we’ve got a game tomorrow,” he said in a voice loud enough to be heard, 

though not loud enough to stop any of the revelry. 

 

More Bud Light cans were popped, some were imbibed, some worn. 

 

Trammell looked on and said to nobody in particular, “I’m not 21 yet.” And he walked away. 

 

A week later, Trammell could buy a Bud Light if he wanted to, but they weren’t being handed out: The Tortugas fell 

in the Florida State League championship, three games to one, just three days before his birthday. 

 

Taylor Trammell batted .277 with a .375 OBP and a .781 OPS in 110 games for the Daytona Tortugas in 2018.  

 

Trammell is one of the game’s top prospects, with his name thrown about in just about every possible big-time trade 

talk that has been connected to the Reds this winter, from Corey Kluber to J.T. Realmuto. He’s an exceptional 

athlete – that much was known when the Reds took him 35th overall in the 2016 draft — but he’s shown himself to 

be a good baseball player, too, and those two things don’t always go hand-in-hand. The onetime Georgia Tech 

football signee didn’t have the baseball-only background that so many of the heralded draft prospects have. But his 

300 pro games have shown an approach that belies stereotypes. 

 

Trammell has put up remarkably similar numbers in each of his three minor-league seasons — a .795 OPS in rookie 

ball in 2016, .817 in low-A in 2017 and .781 at high-A Daytona in 2018 — so, much of the discussion about his 

future seems to include the picking of nits. 

 

The most common nit is that his arm might not be strong enough to keep him in center field. After that? Well, the 

Reds wanted him to be more of a leader. 

 

It can be tough, at age 20, to figure out who you are, much less how to lead a group of peers who are older than you 

and have been in pro baseball longer. That was among his charges this season, as he watched another center fielder, 

TJ Friedl, lead his Daytona Tortugas team to the first-half division title and get rewarded with a promotion to 

Double-A Pensacola. 

 

Trammell was told he needed to work on his leadership, something that’s not as easy to pinpoint as a swing change 

or hitting a cutoff man. 

 

Trying to do that included a lot of trial-and-error, including the attempt to subdue the Tortuga celebration in 

September. 

 

“I was trying to be someone I wasn’t,” Trammell recently said. 

 

It’s not too hard to see who Trammell is on the field; his smile is ever-present and telling. He’s not a hard-ass (or a 

“red ass,” in baseball parlance) or the guy yelling at teammates. He’s the guy who will slide up to someone and give 

an encouraging word. Both methods have their place, but in the Arizona Fall League, Trammell said he was 

conscious of his actions and being true to himself. 

 

The lesson isn’t new, but applying it was. His father, Walter, has always stressed to his children the need to be true 

to themselves, to live up to their own potential. 

 

“If you want to be a baker, have people come to your bakery from China, from Europe. Be the best baker you can 

be,” Trammell said his father has told him many times. “That’s all you really have, your effort, the time you have, 

the time you put into anything. I say, why not? Why not be the best you can be? There’s only a limited amount of 

time that you can play baseball. Why not be the best you can be at baseball?” 

 

If his father is the practical, calm one, his mother is his hype man. There’s no mistaking that Taylor is Cynthia’s son 

on sight. More than anything, they share the same smile. Taylor says Cynthia is the best hitting coach he’s ever had 

– “She gives me the best hitting advice – it’s literally ‘see the ball, and hit the ball.’ That’s literally all she says, ‘see 

the ball, hit the ball, T.’ ‘OK, Mom.'” 



 

But as much good advice as his parents give him, neither of them has been a professional baseball player. It’s 

sometimes difficult to understand just what that is like without having been in the same shoes – especially when 

things aren’t going the way you want them to go, or expect them to go. 

 

Several players were promoted from Daytona to Pensacola at midseason, but Trammell stayed behind, though he 

was hitting .301 with a .402 on-base percentage at the time. 

 

Trammell wouldn’t go as far to say it “bugged him” that he was still in high-A instead of Double A when asked in 

late September. But “let’s put it this way,” he says, “everyone thinks of it, everyone feels that they should be 

somewhere else than where they are, actually.” 

 

It wasn’t mom or dad – no matter how much wisdom they offered – who got him to accept where he was. It was 

National League Most Valuable Player Christian Yelich. 

 

Trammell was the MVP of the Futures Game at the All-Star Game in Washington and was invited to an Under 

Armour sponsor party the night after the game – two days before the big-league All-Star Game. There he saw 

Yelich, another player sponsored by the apparel company, and asked his agent if he could be introduced to the 

Brewers outfielder. 

 

If there’s a player that Trammell aspires to imitate with his combination of skills, it’s Yelich. He sees similarities 

between himself and the 27-year-old. 

 

Trammell is listed at 6-foot-2, 195 pounds. Yelich is 6-3, 195. Both hit left-handed and are outfielders, and both 

were first-round picks. 

 

“He gave me some really good advice. He said, ‘You are where you are right now for a reason.’ He told me some 

other stuff I don’t want to get into,” Trammell recalled. “One thing I keep telling myself is that I’m here for a 

reason. I’m in professional baseball for a reason. All the other off-the-field stuff, I can’t control. The only thing I can 

do right now is win. Play at my best, and win. Those are the two things. 

 

“I can’t do anything off the field. I can’t control what they think. All I know is that I’m a ballplayer. Do I want to be 

in Double A right now? Absolutely. Congratulations – every single person (here) does. But I’m here for a reason. 

Everyone else is here for a reason, so you go out there every single day and fight your tail off and leave everything 

on the field.” 

 

The conversation with Yelich helped Trammell and his mindset even more than his performance in the Futures 

Game with a homer and triple (and a viral video of him flashing two fingers to indicate his second homer of the day, 

before the ball hit the wall and he legged out a triple). 

 

Just talking to Yelich was big for Trammell. The fact that Yelich knew what he’d done in the game meant even 

more. 

 

Yelich said in September he remembered the encounter and was honored that it meant so much to Trammell, but he 

was just trying to help out a fellow player. 

 

“Baseball is a family. Everyone experiences and goes through a lot of similar things,” Yelich said. “Obviously, 

we’re at different points in our career. It wasn’t too long ago that I was in his shoes and playing in the Futures Game 

and hoping to one day play in the big leagues. I just try to let them know that it’s the same game — it’s played at a 

higher level and there are a lot more eyes on you, but at the end of the day, it’s the same game you’ve been playing 

since you were a kid.” 

 

Yelich was a first-round pick by the Marlins in 2010, the same draft that produced Bryce Harper and Manny 

Machado. 

 



Like Trammell, Yelich played his first full pro season all at low-A and all of his second season at high-A before a 

trip to the Arizona Fall League. Machado reached high-A in his first full year, started his second in Double A and 

was in the big leagues later that year. Harper’s ascent was even faster, hitting Double A in his first full year and the 

big leagues by April of 2011. 

 

“It sounds cliche, but it’s a process,” Yelich said. 

 

Trammell is likely to start the 2019 season at Double-A Chattanooga, close to his home in the Atlanta area. There, 

he’ll have his mom and dad at plenty of games, their advice ringing in his ears. But unlike his other stops, he might 

not be in Chattanooga come September. 

 

“I want to be where all these guys are, these guys I want to be like,” Trammell said in December at the team’s 

Redsfest in Cincinnati, surrounded by most of the big-league players. “Continuously working and working and 

working and not get down on yourself. When I got down on myself, that’s when I started stinking. That’s when I 

started not playing as well. Then when I said, ‘I’m here for a reason, I’m here for whatever,’ that’s when I started 

playing better. I know I’m here for a reason. I just have to show it.” 

 

This story includes reporting from Milwaukee and Cincinnati. 

 

C. Trent Rosecrans is a senior MLB writer for The Athletic. He previously covered the Reds for the Cincinnati 

Enquirer and the Cincinnati Post and also covered Major League Baseball for CBSSports.com. Follow C. Trent on 

Twitter @ctrent. 

 

Bowden: Sizing up the rookies who are ready to make their mark in the majors in 2019 

By Jim Bowden  

Jan. 14, 2019 

 

One of the most exciting things about a new year in major league baseball is the impact that rookies will have on the 

game. Last year, the industry was in awe as outfielders Ronald Acuña Jr. of the Atlanta Braves and Juan Soto of the 

Washington Nationals burst onto the scene and quickly showed signs of future superstardom. On the mound, right-

handed pitchers Shohei Ohtani of the Los Angeles Angels and Walker Buehler of the Los Angeles Dodgers took 

little time to show they could be top-of-the-rotation starters for years to come. Yankees second baseman Gleyber 

Torres and third baseman Miguel Andújar each made a splash, helping their team win more than 100 games. 

 

This year should be no different: A strong class of rookies is set to arrive at spring training with a chance to make 

their major-league clubs, whether on Opening Day or a few weeks into the season. Some teams will keep these 

rookies in the minors until they’ve protected their service time for an extra year of control and/or to avoid super 2 

arbitration eligibility, meaning that some of these players won’t get the call to the majors until mid-June. 

 

Here is my list of rookies who I think are developed and talented enough to compete and succeed at the major-

league level right now. 

 

7. Nick Senzel, 2B/3B/OF, Cincinnati Reds 

Age: 23 Height: 6-1 Weight: 205 B: R T: R 

Scouting Grades 

ARM: 60 FLD: 55 HIT: 65 PWR: 55 RUN: 55 

 

Senzel will be a 20-homer, 80-RBI type who will also hit for average and is clearly ready for the big leagues. The 

problem: Where do the Reds play him? They have Scooter Gennett at second, José Peraza at shortstop and Eugenio 

Suárez at third base. The Reds have also talked about the possibility of playing Senzel in the outfield, but after the 

trade with the Dodgers that landed both Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp — and keeping in mind they already have Scott 

Schebler and Jesse Winker on their roster — it might be tough to give him an everyday starting job. Therefore, the 

Reds probably will have to make a trade to open up a spot for Senzel. Even when they do, he won’t be playing his 

best position, because the third-base job clearly belongs to Suárez. 

 



Jim Bowden, a staff writer for The Athletic MLB, is the former general manager of the Cincinnati Reds and 

Washington Nationals. He is also a regular co-host on the MLB Network channel on Sirius XM Radio, and the year-

round analyst on the Fantasy Alarm show on Sirius XM. He previously wrote for ESPN.com. Follow Jim on Twitter 

@JimBowdenGM. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
 

01/13/19  

Washington Nationals designated SS Matt Reynolds for assignment. 

Washington Nationals signed free agent 2B Brian Dozier. 

 


