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Reds face tough decisions as they trim roster 

Club needs to make 19 cuts and can go a number of different ways 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 17th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The rules say teams must have a 25-man roster set ahead of Opening Day. Of course, changes can, and will, 

be made to the roster during the remaining 161 games but that doesn't lessen the time, attention and intrigue that ensues regarding 

who will occupy those precious final spots when Spring Training ends. 

 

For the final week of camp, the Reds still have to make 19 cuts to get to 25 players and figure out the final spots on the bench and in 

the bullpen. 

 

"I think it's something that's really going to be one of those down-to-the-wire events," Reds manager Bryan Price said on Saturday 

morning. "I just don't think there's any other way to go about it. We'll see. I'm looking forward to the competition. It's really 

interesting to see the last week or 10 days of Spring Training, when guys are still in the hunt for spots on the club and how they 

handle it." 

 

The Reds won't need a fifth starter until April 8 or 9 -- due to the early scheduled off-days -- so that means the club could carry five 

bench players and eight relievers for the first several days of the regular season. 

 

Two of the bench spots are already filled with catcher Devin Mesoraco and whomever the fourth outfielder is on a given day among 

Scott Schebler, Billy Hamilton, Adam Duvall and Jesse Winker. 

 

Here's a look at the contenders for the other three bench spots: 

 

Cliff Pennington: Pennington was signed to a Minor League deal, ostensibly to be a backup shortstop to Jose Peraza, and he can 

also play second base and third base. The 33-year-old is known for his defense. 

 

Alex Blandino: The No. 19 prospect in the organization, according to MLB Pipeline, Blandino was developed within the system and 

worked his way up. The 25-year-old, who plays three infield spots, has hit well this spring to help his chances, and he's on the 40-

man roster already. 

 

Phil Gosselin: A non-roster invite, Gosselin's chances improved when a similar player in Patrick Kivlehan was cut on Friday. An 

experienced pinch-hitter, Gosselin has hit well in camp and also can play every infield position and left field. 

 

Brandon Dixon: It's been a very nice spring for Dixon, who has three home runs and would be someone who could provide good 

pop off the bench. He's gotten a long look and can play first base, second base, third base and the corner outfield, but isn't a strong 

defensive player. 

 

Phillip Ervin: If the Reds decide to carry a fifth outfielder, Ervin would be a contender. He can play all three spots and the former 

first-round Draft pick made the most of his first call-ups last season. The one issue is whether his development would be stunted by 

playing sparingly in the big leagues. Everyday at-bats at Triple-A Louisville wouldn't hurt. 

 

Ben Revere: Signed during camp and invited as a non-roster player, Revere offers a left-handed bat, speed and has most of his big 

league experience in center field. That would provide insurance for both Billy Hamilton, who has struggled to hit in camp, and 

Schebler, who is considered to be better in right field. 



 

Sebastian Elizalde: A left-handed hitter, Elizalde plays the corner outfield spots and first base. Like Dixon, he's a younger player 

who would provide bench power. Elizalde has impressed Price throughout the spring. 

 

Rosell Herrera: Although he hasn't hit well this spring, save for two homers in the first two games of spring, Herrera can play 

second base, third base and all three outfield positions. Like Dixon and Elizalde, he has never played in the big leagues and is a non-

roster player. 

 

Mason Williams: The former Yankees prospect has reached base in half of his games played and also has drawn Price's praise on 

numerous occasions. Williams can also play all three spots in the outfield. 

 

"Does the player hit left- or right-handed?" Price said, discussing the different considerations. "Can they run? Are they multi-

positional? Does their swing allow them to hit off of the bench? It's having to have a short, repeatable swing that's not a high-

maintenance swing that needs constant at-bats to keep it in place." 

 

 

Reed believes he should be rotation candidate 

After 'encouraging' outing, lefty says he's one of Reds' 'five top guys' 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 17th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Injuries to Anthony DeSclafani and Brandon Finnegan have created extra openings in the rotation. On 

Saturday, left-hander Cody Reed was given a prime opportunity to showcase himself. After he pitched four innings in a 5-4 Reds 

win over the Giants, Reed was not shy about showing his desire to start. 

 

When camp opened, manager Bryan Price expected Reed to compete for a bullpen spot. 

 

"Who says I can't be a starter? Who says I'm not one of the top five guys?" Reed said. "Whoever does, they need to re-evaluate what 

they're saying. I'm think I'm good enough to pitch with the five top guys. I know I'm one of them. I'll be the best bullpen guy there is 

and I'll be the best starter I can be with those five guys. I got the opportunity today and thought I made pretty good progress." 

 

Reed gave up two earned runs and six hits with no walks and three strikeouts. Although he was sprayed with hits, he showed good 

command. 

 

"Really, overall it was a three-pitch mix and really good sliders in on the righties, a good changeup and fastball command," Price 

said. "It was really encouraging." 

 

Both of Reed's runs came in the fourth inning on solo homers hit by Buster Posey and Austin Slater on 0-2 counts. 

 

"Everyone knows I throw a slider to strike guys out. I have to show I can use an out-pitch with my fastball," said Reed, who has a 

5.11 ERA in six games. "I shook [off the] slider and threw the fastball. It missed back over the plate and Buster Posey is the type of 

guy who doesn't miss those. The next guy was the same thing. I got quick outs right after that and got back into the dugout. I felt 

good about throwing strikes." 

 

Tyler Mahle, Sal Romano and Amir Garrett are among those also vying for rotation spots. There are also bullpen spots available, 

and both Garrett and Reed are in the mix. 

 

"I thought he's had a good spring," Price said of Reed. "He's one of the guys that will come all the way to the end to put together our 

best club. He's not hurting himself." 

 

Finnegan update 

 

Finnegan, who hasn't pitched since leaving Sunday's start after two batters with a left forearm spasm, threw what Price called a 

"light bullpen" session of 15 pitches on Friday. 

 

"I believe he'll throw another one [Sunday]. If all goes well, we can anticipate sliding him into a game," Price said on Saturday 

morning. 

 

With less than two weeks left before Opening Day, there's little chance for Finnegan to get stretched out for enough innings by then. 

The left-hander, who was limited to four games last season because of injuries, pitched a simulated game on March 1 and worked 

two innings vs. Cleveland on March 6. 

 



Price hasn't ruled out Finnegan making the rotation as the fifth starter, which wouldn't likely be needed until April 9. 

 

"If the goal was to be on the Opening Day roster, that would be a challenge -- to do it as a starter. He really needs to gain reps," 

Price said. "We just haven't been able to build him up and build endurance. That's going to take time." 

 

Bench battle for Blandino 

 

Whether Reds infield prospect Alex Blandino makes the team at the end of camp, he has not squandered his opportunity for a bench 

spot. The No. 19 prospect in the organization, according to MLB Pipeline, Blandino is batting .357 (10-for-28) this spring. 

 

Blandino has played at second base, shortstop and third base. 

 

"When someone is coming up [from the Minors] especially, your goal is to be in the Major Leagues and contribute and help your 

club win," said Blandino, who was 1-for-2 while starting at second base in Saturday's game. "I came into camp trying to keep things 

simple and show some versatility on defense and have consistently good at-bats. It's definitely good to be here, and I'm just enjoying 

the ride." 

 

Blandino, 25, is aided by being on the 40-man roster already. He struggled in 2015 and '16 before bouncing back last season. 

Blandino batted .265/.382/.453 with 12 homers and 51 RBIs over 125 games combined with Double-A Pensacola and Triple-A 

Louisville. 

 

"He's been a .360-, .370-, .380-on-base guy. I think he understands the strike zone," Price said. "He does a lot of good things. He's 

certainly a guy who would be under consideration. He's definitely in the hunt." 

 

Up next 

 

Garrett will get his latest shot when he starts vs. the D-backs at 4:05 p.m. ET on Sunday. Raisel Iglesias will also see action. Watch 

the game live on MLB.TV or listen to an audio webcast. 

 

 

Reds option Turner, two pitchers to Triple-A 

Veteran catcher to provide depth; Herget, Crockett also sent to Louisville 

By Daniel Kramer MLB.com @DKramer_ 

Mar. 17th, 2018 

 

The Reds reduced their roster to 45 on Saturday as they near the end of camp. Catcher Stuart Turner, left-hander Kyle Crockett and 

right-hander Jimmy Herget have each been optioned to Triple-A Louisville. 

 

Herget, 24, is the club's No. 15 prospect, according to MLB Pipeline, and was never really expected to break camp with the big 

leaguers. But after a strong two seasons in the Minors, his path could be accelerated. After a stellar 2016 season at High-A Daytona, 

Herget made it all the way to Triple-A last year. Over three Minor League seasons, he is 11-8 with a 2.49 ERA. Herget hits the 

upper-90s with a unique delivery and an 11 K/9 ratio in the Minors. In Cactus League play, he gave up just one earned run (four 

total) over 4 1/3 innings (2.08 ERA) in five outings. 

 

"Herget, we challenged him to find a way to be more effective against left-handed hitters," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "That's 

been kind of his Achilles heel. He's been a great performer in our system. I think he's going to be a nice Major League relief pitcher. 

I'd like to see him this year. He's been pitching inside with his fastball more against left-handers, having more effectiveness here in 

camp. That's a challenge with him when he goes to the Minor Leagues." 

 

Turner, 26, went 1-for-15 with five strikeouts and three walks this spring. A Rule 5 Draft selection from the Twins, Turner was was 

never expected to supplant Gold Glove Award winner Tucker Barnhart or Devin Mesoraco for a big league role. With Mesoraco 

injured, Turner spent much of the 2017 season on the active roster and he will continue to provide the club with organizational 

depth behind the dish. 

 

"This really played out exactly as we anticipated, in that he got some big league experience, albeit not a great deal," Price said. 

"Now [he has] the opportunity in 2018 to really get some significant playing time in our system. 

 

"He supplied us with that emergency insurance plan with Devin coming off the injury in '16. It gave him opportunity to play when 

Devin was down. Now, here is a chance to really regain his swing, just getting the repetitions and catch a lot of the pitchers to 

prepare himself to get back here and help." 

 



Crockett, 26, went 0-1 and gave up four earned runs in 6 1/3 innings (5.68 ERA) over his six Spring Training outings. The Reds 

claimed him off waivers from the Indians in late November. 

 

"With Crockett, we didn't see the best of Kyle," Price said. "He got himself to the big leagues with Cleveland. He's a strike thrower. 

We challenged him to be quicker to the plate, control the running game better than he did in camp and to tighten up his breaking ball 

where it becomes a better weapon against left-handed hitters." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

MLB spring training game summary in three paragraphs: Cincinnati Reds 5, San Francisco 4 

Keith Jenkins, Enquirer contributor  

Published 7:02 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The Cincinnati Reds defeated the San Francisco Giants 5-4 Saturday at Goodyear Ballpark. 

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

The Reds (17-19-1) wore special green-trimmed uniforms with a 40th-anniversary patch on the left sleeve recognizing Cincinnati as 

the first Major League Baseball team to wear green in honor of the St. Patrick's Day holiday. 

 

Left-hander Cody Reed's (4 IP, 6 H, 2 ER, 0 BB, 3 K) first start of the spring began smoothly but ended rocky after he gave up solo 

home runs to Giants catcher Buster Posey and designated hitter Austin Slater in the top of the fourth inning. "I shook (off) slider and 

threw a fastball," he said of deciding against throwing the four-time Silver Slugger Award-winner and 2012 National League MVP 

a slider. "Buster Posey's the type of guy who doesn't miss those. The next guy was the same thing." 

 

Scott Schebler and Phil Gosselin both had a pair of hits and drove in two runs apiece to lead the Reds' offense. 

 

Up next 

 

Cincinnati is home Sunday against the Arizona Diamondbacks. Left-hander Amir Garrett (1-0, 2.00 ERA) is expected to make his 

first start of the spring.The radio feed will be on reds.com. 

 

 

Scott Schebler leads Cincinnati Reds over San Francisco Giants 

Keith Jenkins, Enquirer contributor  

Published 8:22 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 | Updated 8:22 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. —  A day after advocating for a spot in the everyday lineup, Cincinnati Reds outfielder Scott Schebler made 

another strong case for himself. 

 

Schebler, who started in center field and batted fourth Saturday, had a pair of hits and drove in two runs to lead the Reds to a 5-4 

win over the visiting San Francisco Giants at Goodyear Ballpark. 

 

The effort was enough to back up Cody Reed who made his first start of the spring. 

 

"I thought he was out there really under control with a really nice three-pitch mix for strikes," Cincinnati manager Bryan Price said 

of Reed. 

 

The 6-foot-5 left-hander started smoothly but ran into some turbulence when Giants catcher Buster Posey stepped to the plate in the 

top of the fourth with the game still scoreless. 

 

The four-time Silver Slugger Award-winner and 2012 National League MVP blasted a solo shot to put San Francisco ahead, 1-0. 

Designated hitter Austin Slater followed with another blast to put the Reds and Reed in a 2-0 hole. 

 

"I shook (off) slider and threw a fastball," Reed said of deciding against throwing Posey a slider. "Buster Posey's the type of guy 

who doesn't miss those. The next guy was the same thing." 

 

Reed (4 IP, 6 H, 2 ER, 0 BB, 3 K), who worked both Posey and Slater to 0-2 counts before surrendering the long balls, said he 

should be considered for a spot in the starting rotation this season. 

 



"Who says I can't be a starter?" Reed said after four innings of work. "Who says that I'm not (one of) the top five guys? Who says 

I'm not? Whoever does needs to reevaluate whatever they're saying." 

 

Price said Reed definitely helped himself in landing a spot in the starting rotation or bullpen. 

 

"He's had a good spring," Price said of Reed. "His first couple of outings he got hit, but he threw a ton of strikes, and I think the 

shape of his pitches is better now. Like I said, I think he's one of the guys that's going to come all the way down to the end to put 

together our best club." 

 

Jesse Winker cut the Giants' lead in half with an RBI-single in the bottom half of the Fifth. And after Schebler's efforts, Phil 

Gosselin brought home what amounted to the deciding run on a base hit in the sixth. 

 

Kevin Quackenbush earned the win in relief after striking out three of the four batters he faced. 

 

The Reds (8-14-1) improved to 2-0 against the Giants (10-11-2) this spring after going winless against the club in the springs of 

2016 (0-2) and 2017 (0-4). 

 

Cincinnati is home Sunday against the Arizona Diamondbacks. Left-hander Amir Garrett (1-0, 2.00 ERA) is expected to make his 

first start of the spring. The radio feed will be on reds.com. 

 

 

Eugenio Suarez's deal is ideal for the Cincinnati Reds 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 4:15 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 | Updated 5:29 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The first thing that jumps out about Eugenio Suarez’s contract to me is that it tops out at $11 million a year. 

 

That’s a very good living, but it’s cheap in today’s baseball. To wit: Twelve third baseman make more than $11 million this year. 

Suarez doesn't get to $11 million until 2022.  

 

But Suarez’s agent did a good job of reading the market.  

 

Two free-agent third baseman signed this offseason. Todd Frazier got a $17 million for two years from the New York Mets, and 

Mike Moustakas got a $6.5 million for one year from the Kansas City Royals.  

 

Compare that to past years: In 2016, Justin Turner got $64 million for four years from the Los Angles Dodgers. In 2014, Chase 

Headley got $52 million for four years from the New York Yankees, and Pablo Sandoval got $95 million for five years from the 

Boston Red Sox.   

 

We may be looking at a New World Order in baseball. This year’s free agent market, or lack thereof, had to be sobering for players 

and agents. Moustakas, for instance, turned down $17.2 million qualifying offer from the Royals. That’s a $10.7 million mistake.  

 

Suarez said he watched the market, but he wasn’t concerned about getting the most money.  

 

“I'm fine with my contract,” Suarez said. “I think it’s a really good deal. It’s a lot of money. The important thing is I’m happy. My 

family is happy. Everybody one around me, close to me is happy. It’s really good money.”  

 

Really good money, indeed. Suarez received a $2 million signing bonus. The contract pays him $2.25 million this year, then $7 

million, $9.25 million, $10.5 million, $11 million, $11 million and $11 million. There's a $15 million club option for 2025 with a $2 

million buyout. 

 

It’s worth a total of $66 million over the seven years — even if the Reds don’t pick up the option.  

 

When the Reds were talking about extending Frazier before trading him, $66 million would not have gotten it done. Not by a long 

shot.  

 

But the market has changed and so has the way teams spend money. Analytics allow clubs to figure exactly what players are worth. 

The Reds did that with Suarez.    

 

“I spent a lot of time working on this with my team, who I'd also like to acknowledge, Nick Krall with an assist from Sam Grossman 

and the rest of the guys,” president of baseball operations Dick Williams said. “Nick spent a lot of time with (agent Scott Pucino) 

and the Octagon guys talking about this since well before we went through the arbitration process. That's when both sides indicated 



a willingness to have a long-term deal in place and to still go through that arbitration process and handled it very well on both sides, 

I thought. 

 

“We came out on the other side and still had that mutual interest and were able to quickly put something together.” 

 

Again, whether this is the new order or a one-off is hard to say. But what is certain, the Reds were able to keep one of the building 

blocks of the rebuild at a reasonable price.  

 

They weren’t able to do that with Johnny Cueto, Jay Bruce, Frazier, Mike Leake and Aroldis Chapman — thus the rebuild. 

 

The Reds are betting $66 million that Suarez can help complete the rebuild. It’s a good bet. He’s a good player. He was 10th bet 

third baseman in the majors in terms of WAR last season. And he’s 26 with room for improvement.  

 

“I just think he’s one of those guys — as good as he is — my feeling is he hasn’t broken through yet,” Reds manager Bryan Price 

said. “He hasn’t had his breakout season. I’m excited to see how he continues to evolve. I don’t think he’s a finished product at all. I 

don’t he thinks he is either.  He knows there’s a lot more in there, especially as an offensive player.” 

 

The Reds also signed Tucker Barnhart to a four-year, $16 million deal at the end of last year. Joey Votto is signed through 2024.  

 

There’s more work to get a core locked up can make a sustained run. But, if Suarez’s deal is any indication, that may be easier to do 

this time around than it was when Cueto and Co. approached free agency. 

 

 

With the roster at 45, Cincinnati Reds 'down to the wire' for Opening Day active list 

Keith Jenkins, Enquirer contributor  

Published 1:33 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 | Updated 8:00 p.m. ET March 17, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The race to the 25-man active roster continues for the Cincinnati Reds and manager Bryan Price. 

 

The Reds cut three more ahead of Saturday's spring training test at home against the San Francisco Giants, Price said. Right-handed 

hurler Jimmy Herget, left-hander Kyle Crockett and catcher Stuart Turner all were sent down. 

 

The roster now sits at 45. 

 

"This is going to be one of those down-to-the-wire events," Price said on trimming the roster in time for Opening Day, March 29 

against the Washington Nationals. 

 

Several players have helped their causes, including infielder Alex Blandino, Price said. 

 

The 25-year-old Blandino, who the Reds selected with the 29th overall pick in the 2014 first-year player draft, is batting .346 with 

five runs batted in in 26 at-bats this spring. 

 

WORKING HIS WAY BACK 

 

Brandon Finnegan threw a light, 15-pitch bullpen session Friday.  

 

Finnegan left his start a week ago with spasms in throwing forearm. It was diagnosed as biceps strain. 

 

Finnegan likely won't be ready to go in time for the start of the season, Price said. 

 

“If the goal was the 9th (April 9), then I’d say yes," Price said. "If the goal was to be on the Opening Day roster, that would be a 

challenge – to do it as a starter. He really needs to gain reps. We haven’t been able to keep him on a regular schedule. ... We just 

haven’t been able to build him up and build endurance. That’s going to take time.” 

 

The Reds went 3-1 in Finnegan's four starts last season. 

 

HOMER'S HONING IN 

 

Homer Bailey will make a minor league start Saturday. 

 

"I'd just like him to get his reps in with some intensity and execute some good pitches," Price said of Bailey. 

 



Bailey, widely believed to be the Opening Day starter, is 0-1 with a 9.00 ERA and seven strikeouts in 12 innings of work this 

spring. 

 

The 31-year-old right-hander began last season on the 60-day DL while recovering from arthroscopic surgery to remove small bone 

spurs from his right elbow. Bailey, the owner of two of the franchise's 16 no-hitters, has made 26 starts over the last three seasons 

while recovering from three surgeries. 

 

Bailey, who signed a six-year, $105 million contract before the start of the 2014 season, went 2-3 with a 3.58 ERA in his final seven 

starts last season, including seven shutout innings in a 6-0 win Sept. 27 in Milwaukee. 

 

Price said he's sending Tony Cruz down to catch for Bailey. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds state: Too much talent at third base a nice problem for team to have 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 4h ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Say this for the Reds, they've got third base covered for the foreseeable future. 

 

The team on Friday announced a seven-year extension with Eugenio Suárez through the 2024 season with a club option for 2025. 

And their top prospect is – you guessed it, a third baseman. 

 

So who plays third in the future? Either Suárez or Nick Senzel. 

 

It seems at this point like the team is in good hands either way. Suárez was very good defensively a year ago and Senzel has looked 

great there this spring. 

 

Scooter is the man at second, but who's the heir apparent? 

 

The team's third baseman of the future could be determined by which of the two plays another position better. 

 

Senzel is playing some shortstop in spring, including in Friday's game against the Brewers. Suárez came up as a shortstop, moving 

to third base in 2016. 

 

Suárez last played second base in 2013, when he logged one game there in High-A. Senzel hasn't played a defensive position other 

than third as a pro, although he did play some second base in college. 

 

Neither has played in the outfield, although both seem to have the athleticism to man the corner outfield spots. 

 

Backups: Veteran Phil Gosselin is in camp with the Reds. Patrick Kivlehan, who was reassigned to minor-league camp on Friday, 

has also played a bit of third base, as has Adam Duvall. 

 

The Reds wouldn't need a long-term backup there because there's always Senzel. 

 

Top prospects: Senzel. 

 

But after Senzel, there are more utility-type players that can play third base, like Alex Blandino and Brandon Dixon. 

 

Blandino has mostly played second base, but he did play more third once he got to Triple-A Louisville. 

 

Dixon has played first, second and third base, as well as the two corner outfield spots. 

 

Gavin LaValley has played third base in the past. He's moved to first, but played just first last season because he was on the same 

team as Senzel. 

 

Sleeper: Leandro Santana, a 21-year-old from the Dominican Republic, will likely start the year in Low-A Dayton after hitting 

.280/.347/.455 with 11 home runs in Billings last season. Santana hit just two home runs in 83 combined games in the Arizona 

League in 2015 and 2016. He doubled that in the first nine games of his Pioneer League career. 

 

Others of note: Taylor Sparks was a second-round pick out of the University of California Irvine in 2014. He hit just .226/.319/.452 

in Low-A Dayton last year. He hit .250/.375/.500 in the Arizona Fall League. 



 

Price says decision on Reds' final roster spots is going 'down to the wire' 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Mar 17, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – For a roster that was pretty much set coming into spring training, the final spots of the Reds' 25-man roster on 

Opening Day are still up for grabs. 

 

The Reds leave Arizona in a little more than a week, taking a quick sojourn to North Texas for a pair of exhibition games before 

opening the season at home on March 29. 

 

Big-league rosters are constantly in flux, so much of the import placed on the 25-man roster for that first game is symbolic. That 

will likely be the case again this year, Reds manager Bryan Price said on Saturday, because the team could use the pair of off days 

in the first week of the season to start the year with both a five-man bench and an eight-man bullpen. A fifth starter wouldn't be 

needed until April 8 or 9. 

 

“I think it’s something that’s really going to be one of those down-to-the-wire events,” Price said. “I just don’t think there’s any 

other way to go about it. We’ll see. I’m looking forward to the competition. It’s really interesting to see the last week or 10 days of 

Spring Training when guys are still in the hunt for spots on the club and how they handle it.” 

 

Price said it's unlikely Brandon Finnegan, who threw a bullpen on Friday, would be ready for Opening Day, but he could be placed 

on the 10-day disabled list to start the season and make the start the first time the team needs a fifth starter. 

 

Here's how the rest of the roster fight shapes up (with a giant asterisk regarding potential injuries): 

 

Rotation: Homer Bailey and Luis Castillo will be in the rotation, as has been the plan all along. With Finnegan on the mend and 

Anthony DeSclafani out for the time being, that leaves two spots in the rotation for Opening Day. Price said on Friday that Sal 

Romano and Tyler Mahle have separated themselves. He also noted that if Finnegan is unable to return for that fifth starter spot, 

fellow lefty Amir Garrett has made himself a favorite for that spot. 

 

Bullpen: This much is sure – Raisel Iglesias, Wandy Peralta, Jared Hughes and David Hernandez will make the squad. 

 

That leaves three-to-four spots for the bullpen. If Michael Lorenzen doesn't make the rotation, he'd be an easy pick for the bullpen. 

 

Veteran Kevin Quackenbush has pitched well, including a scoreless inning on Saturday, and could be in contention for a roster spot. 

He struck out three and walked one against the Giants, and has not allowed an earned run in seven appearances. He is in camp on a 

minor-league deal. 

 

The team also has young pitchers who still have a chance to make the team, like Zack Weiss, Tanner Rainey and Kevin 

Shackelford. Weiss and Shackelford are both on the 40-man roster. 

 

If Garrett doesn't start the season in the rotation, he could pitch out of the bullpen, or he could be sent to Louisville and be one of the 

first starters called up if needed. 

 

Price said Cody Reed is also in the mix after Saturday's appearance. 

 

The Reds reassigned left-hander Kyle Crockett and right-hander Jimmy Herget to minor-league camp on Saturday. 

 

Bench: Price has said he'd prefer to have a five-man bench. The Reds are still planning to start the season with a four-man outfield, 

so pick one of the quartet of Billy Hamilton, Adam Duvall, Scott Schebler or Jesse Winker as one bench spot (it's all semantics), 

along with backup catcher Devin Mesoraco. 

 

Cliff Pennington is the only true shortstop on the team's bench, but Price said he wasn't set on having a true backup shortstop. 

 

“I think there's benefit to it, the other option is to use Suarez over there every now and again when I wanted if I wanted to give 

(José) Peraza a day off,” Price said. “That's an option.” 

 

He'd still need someone who can play short, and both Alex Blandino and Phil Gosselin have done that during Cactus League games 

(as has Nick Senzel, who is unlikely to break camp with the team for service time reasons). 

 

Both Blandino and Gosselin offer versatility in the infield, something that will be valuable for a bench spot. Both have also played 

second and third base in addition to shortstop. 

 



The Reds have two open spots on the 40-man roster. Blandino is on the 40-man roster. Pennington and Gosselin are not. 

 

“With the two other spots (other than shortstop), it’s trying to define a lot of different things,” Price said. “Does the player hit left- 

or right-handed? Can they run? Are they multi-positional? Does their swing allow them to hit off of the bench? It’s having to have a 

short, repeatable swing that’s not a high-maintenance swing that needs constant at-bats to keep it in place. 

 

“Those are parts of the discussion as evolve as a club and examine our players. What swings play off of the bench? Part of it also is 

the speed and multi-positional component that I think is an important part for at least one of our bench guys.” 

 

Ben Revere is a veteran who can play center field. He isn't on the 40-man roster. The other candidate who can play center field is 

Phillip Ervin, who is on the 40-man. 

 

Brandon Dixon has played first base, second base and third base this spring. He also played all three outfield spots for Louisville 

last year. Sebastian Elizalde has played the corner outfield spots and first base. Both Dixon and Elizalde have had good springs, but 

neither is on the 40-man roster. 

 

With the younger players, the team also has to balance the need for playing time for development versus a limited role on the bench. 

 

“I think Ervin has really had a nice spring. He's a guy that I like a lot,” Price said. “How much playing time is there unless there's an 

injury, to where there are at-bats if he's playing outfield only, as a pinch-hitter rotating every now and again into an outfield spot? I 

think he's a really good player waiting to break out. Can he do that as a fifth outfielder?” 
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The Reds head northeast in 12 days but they have 21 days to finalize the roster. They won’t need a fifth starter until April 9 with 

two off days in the first week. 

 

Bryan Price wants to have a five-man bench but to do that he must have good starting pitching that eats innings so it won’t wear out 

an eight-man bullpen. That has been a huge challenge for Price the last three seasons. 

 

The decisions to be made are, two starting pitchers, one or two bullpen slots and three bench players. 

 

Starters 

 

Anthony DeSclafani will not be ready and will be likely headed for the bullpen. Brandon Finnegan has been a week behind since 

camp opened. A knot in his biceps last Sunday, kept him behind. 

 

Finnegan threw a light bullpen of 15 pitches on Friday. He was cleared to throw another one Sunday. 

 

“If everything goes well tomorrow (Sunday) we can anticipate finding a way to slide him into a game,” Price said. “If the goal was 

to have him ready for the ninth, I’d say he’d be ready. If his goal was to be on the Opening Day roster that would be a challenge.” 

 

That leaves two spots open unless Finnegan has another setback which would make it three pitchers needed to join Homer Bailey 

and Luis Castillo. 

 

Sal Romano, Amir Garrett, Cody Reed and Tyler Mahle have been consistently good this spring. Michael Lorenzen and Robert 

Stephenson have struggled. 

 

If Reed and Lorenzen don’t earn a spot in the rotation, they are ticketed for the bullpen, barring a surprise in the last dozen days. 

 

“We’ve had some good performances from the starters, who have been healthy,” Price said. 

 

Bullpen 

Price named four pitchers, who will start the season in the Major League bullpen, barring the unforeseen of course, Raisel Iglasias, 

Wandy Peralta, David Hernandez and Jared Hughes. 

 



Add Lorenzen and Reed if they don’t make the team. Kevin Shackelford, Zack Weiss, Vance Worley, Dylan Floro , Austin Brice 

and Oliver Perez are left in the competition. 

 

The Reds signed Oliver Perez with the idea of providing a left-handed specialist. 

 

“I’m looking forward to the competition,” Price said. “It’s really interesting to see the last week or 10 days when guys are still in the 

hunt to see how they handle the pressure. The pressure isn’t any less than making it to the big leagues with the role you’ve got to 

fill.” 

 

The Bench 

Devin Mesoraco will backup Tucker Barnhart. The Reds will rotate four outfielders, Adam Duvall, Billy Hamilton, Scott Schebler 

and Jesse Winker. That leaves two spots with a nine-man bullpen and three with an eight-man bullpen. 

 

“From day to day there is going to be a different look to the bench because of the two catchers and the four-man outfield,” Price 

said. “Trying to define the usability of those other pieces. The shortstop, somebody to play shortstop, if (Jose) Peraza needs a day or 

there’s an injury. With the two other spots it is trying to define. Does a player hit left-handed? Do they run? Does their swing allow 

them to hit off the bench?” 

 

Price is referring to a repeatable short swing that doesn’t need constant at bats to maintain. 

 

“Speed and the ability to play multiple positions is a key component to one of our bench guys,” Price said. 

 

The Reds have to consider the younger players who need more at bats to develop. 

 

“It’s tough. There are some guys I really like,” Price said. “(Phillip) Ervin is a guy, I like a lot. He’s had a nice spring. How much 

playing time unless there’s an injury can he get playing outfield only? He is a really good player waiting to break out. (Sebastian) 

Elizalde has had a nice spring and kind of fits that simple swing component. He hits right-handed and left-handed pitching. He’s not 

overwhelmed. (Phil) Gosselin is a proven bench player. (Alex) Blandino has had a nice spring. He can play second, third and a little 

short.” 

 

Roster Moves 

The Reds optioned C Stuart Turner, LHP Kyle Crockett and RHP Jimmy Herget to Triple A Louisville. 

 

“We challenged Herget to find a way to be more effective against left-handed hitters,” Price said. “I think he’s going to be an 

effective big league reliever. I expect to see him this year. We didn’t see the best out of Kyle. He made the big leagues with 

Cleveland. He’s been a strike thrower. We challenged him to be quicker to the plate and control the running game better than he did 

in camp.” 

 

Turner had to stay on 25-man roster or be sent back to Minnesota but got very little playing time in 2017 as an insurance plan for the 

recovering Devin Mesoraco. 

 

“This is a chance for him to get his swing back,” Price said. 

 

Transactions 
 

03/17/18  

C Isaias Quiroz assigned to Texas Rangers. 

C Brett Nicholas assigned to Texas Rangers. 

OF James Terrell assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

C Skyler Weber assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

OF Logan Farrar assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

LHP Josh Reagan assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

RHP Kris Hall assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

C Nathan Esposito assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

2B Gabriel Cancel assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

1B Nick Pratto assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

SS Myles McKisic assigned to Texas Rangers. 

Philadelphia Phillies optioned RHP Yacksel Rios to Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

C Clayton Middleton assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RF Tanner Gardner assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RHP Will Stillman assigned to San Diego Padres. 



SS Mark Karaviotis assigned to Arizona Diamondbacks. 

RHP Rodolfo Martinez assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

RHP Dillon McNamara assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

1B K.C. Hobson assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

SS Luis Vazquez assigned to Chicago Cubs. 

LF Jacob Scavuzzo assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

LF Brett Vertigan assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

LF Austen Wade assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

RF Donovan Casey assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

SS Alexander Campos assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

C Gersel Pitre assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

C Jarrett Costa assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

CF Gabriel Mejia assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

LHP Michael Johnson assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

RHP Josh Smith assigned to Seattle Mariners. 

C Wade Wass assigned to Los Angeles Angels. 

2B Jorma Rodriguez assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

SS Elvis Perez assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

1B Sam Haggerty assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

3B Miguel Eladio assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

C Jose Vicente assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

C Gian Paul Gonzalez assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

Toronto Blue Jays claimed LHP Sam Moll off waivers from Seattle Mariners. 

RHP Dace Kime assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

San Francisco Giants optioned 3B Ryder Jones to Sacramento River Cats. 

LHP Colton Turner assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

2B Ryan Brett assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

SS Laz Rivera assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

3B Bobby Wernes assigned to Colorado Rockies. 

SS Scott Burcham assigned to Colorado Rockies. 

3B Wesley Jones assigned to Colorado Rockies. 

C Max McDowell assigned to Milwaukee Brewers. 

Miami Marlins signed free agent LHP Sean Burnett to a minor league contract. 

Cincinnati Reds traded 1B Eric Jagielo to Miami Marlins. 

SS Jesus Lage assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

RF Chad Smith assigned to Texas Rangers. 

2B Rougned Odor assigned to Texas Rangers. 

2B Blaine Prescott assigned to Texas Rangers. 

2B Yonny Hernandez assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RF Khalil Lee assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

C Luis Villegas assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

RHP Korey Anderson assigned to San Diego Padres. 

3B Mattingly Romanin assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

LF D.J. Davis assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

LF Mc Gregory Contreras assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

2B Samad Taylor assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

3B Brandon Grudzielanek assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

C Owen Spiwak assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Dalton Rodriguez assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

LHP Marcus Reyes assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Orlando Pascual assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Parker Frazier assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

LF Chris Sharpe assigned to Pittsburgh Pirates. 

CF Garrett Brown assigned to Pittsburgh Pirates. 

LHP Jake Fishman assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Connor Eller assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Maverik Buffo assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Brayden Bouchey assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

LHP Shane Dawson assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

LF Austin Dean assigned to Miami Marlins. 

SS Chris Diaz assigned to Miami Marlins. 

1B Matt Juengel assigned to Miami Marlins. 



2B Darren Seferina assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

RHP Wirkin Estevez assigned to Washington Nationals. 

CF Luke Burch assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

2B Chad Sedio assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

LHP Hayden Howard assigned to Washington Nationals. 

1B Gabriel Quintana assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

2B Bryan Mejia assigned to Washington Nationals. 

SS Isaac Paredes assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

RF Ian Parmley assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

1B Juan Kelly assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

Cincinnati Reds optioned C Stuart Turner to Louisville Bats. 

CF Michael Smith assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

3B Justin Bridgman assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

LHP Stephen Tarpley assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP Keaton Steele assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

CF Levi Michael assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

3B Brandon Lopez assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

SS Marcus Mooney assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

RHP Manny Barreda assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

C Hendrik Clementina assigned to Cincinnati Reds. 

Toronto Blue Jays signed free agent SS Danny Espinosa to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

2B Nate Mondou assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

  

 


