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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Andrew Heaney has rough start, sinks Angels in finale of 10-game trip 

By Jeff Fletcher 

DETROIT — A get-away-day matinee got away from the Angels quickly. 

In the final game of their 10-game trip, the Angels gave up five runs in the first inning on the way to a 6-

2 loss to the Detroit Tigers on Thursday afternoon. 

“They came out and punched me right in the mouth,” Angels starter Andrew Heaney said. 

The Angels lost three of four to the rebuilding Tigers, dropping their second straight series and finishing 

their 10-game trip with six losses. The Angels were outscored 21-6 in the three losses, around a 9-2 

victory. 

This seemed to be a favorable matchup for the Angels, with a chance to split the series and the trip. 

Heaney started against rookie lefty Ryan Carpenter, who had allowed eight earned runs in the first 8-2/3 

innings of his big league career. Heaney had not allowed more than two earned runs in any of his last six 

starts, with five straight quality starts. 

That streak came to a quick end. 

“I think Andrew just was getting little too much of the heart of the plate and missed with a couple 

pitches,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “He was still a pitch or two from getting out of that inning with 

just a run or two. Give those guys credit; they kept the inning going.” 

The second batter of the game, Nicholas Castellanos, took a sinker that Heaney left up in the zone, and 

he ripped it into right center for a double. Jeimer Candelario then hit a changeup into left for an RBI 

double. An out later, John Hicks rolled a ball up the middle, pushing home a second run. 

Heaney then hit Jacoby Jones with a curveball, and Ronny Rodriguez followed by dribbling a ball in front 

of the mound, for an infield hit to load the bases. 

Victor Reyes then had the deciding hit of the game, taking a Heaney first-pitch curve that was low and in 

and whacking it into left-center, for a three-run triple. 

“They know I’m going to attack the strike zone,” Heaney said. “I kind of had to make an adjustment, but 

it was a little too late. When you give up five runs that quick, it kind of puts the game out of hand.” 

While Heaney settled down to get through the fifth, the Angels didn’t score against Carpenter until José 

Briceño’s fifth-inning homer. He became the first player in Angels history to homer in each of his first 

two major league starts. 
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The Angels also had some tough luck at the plate. Albert Pujols hit two balls hard, both stopped by 

infielders. Mike Trout and Jefry Marte both hit fly balls that were caught at the warning track. Andrelton 

Simmons hit one that was snagged by a diving Reyes in left. 

The Angels had two runners on in both the third and fourth innings, but they couldn’t score. 

“We had opportunities,” Scioscia said, “and couldn’t get anything to show for it.” 

 

Angels hoping Zack Cozart can return quickly from forearm tightness 

By Jeff Fletcher 

DETROIT — Zack Cozart was out of the lineup for a second straight game Thursday with left forearm 

tightness, although the Angels remain hopeful this injury doesn’t lead to the disabled list. 

“I hope it’s not serious,” Manager Mike Scioscia said Thursday morning. “We’ll just continue to 

evaluate.” 

Cozart felt some discomfort during batting practice Wednesday, so he was scratched from that night’s 

lineup. The quick turnaround to a day game Thursday apparently wasn’t enough time for him to get 

back in the lineup. 

“He feels a little better,” Scioscia said. “He’ll continue to be evaluated and we’ll see which direction this 

is going. He feels a little better, but not to where he can go out there and swing a bat yet.” 

GOOSE UPDATE 

The goose that flew into one of the scoreboards at Comerica Park on Wednesday night was still creating 

a buzz Thursday morning. The Tigers invited Dr. Catherine Roach, the local veterinarian who rescued the 

goose, to throw out the ceremonial first pitch before Thursday’s game. 

A season-ticket holder who was nearby when the goose plummeted into the lower deck, Roach reported 

Thursday on the Tigers’ pregame show that she took the bird to the Michigan State Veterinary Medical 

Center, where it was in good shape. She said the goose was to be released in a couple days. 

The Rally Goose – so dubbed after the Tigers erupted for a five-run inning following the incident – 

became a viral hit on social media. 

BUNTING AGAINST THE SHIFT 

With Luis Valbuena and Kole Calhoun struggling for much of the season, and opponents frequently 

shifting against them, bunting has seemed like a decent option. 

A day after Valbuena dropped down his second bunt single of the season, Scioscia said it’s often not as 

good a play as you’d think. 
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“I know the guys look for it, and it was there last night,” Scioscia said. “The lion’s share of the time as 

we’re watching it, they’re taking it away. The third baseman is in enough, taking it away. It’s a little cat-

and-mouse game. If it’s there, these guys try to take advantage of it.” 

Valbuena had no bunt hits last season, but he had four in 2016. This year, he had squared around three 

other times, but either missed or bunted foul. Calhoun does not have a bunt single this year, with only 

one attempt that went foul. He had two bunt hits in 2016 and one last year. 

ALSO 

Jaime Barría, 21, will start against Bartolo Colon, 45, on Friday night at Angel Stadium. Barría was less 

than nine months old when Colon made his major league debut in 1997… 

The Angels’ game at Houston on Sept. 2 has been added to the ESPN Sunday Night baseball schedule. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (Jaime Barría, 4-1, 2.97) vs. Rangers (Bartolo Colon, 2-2, 3.55), Friday, 7 p.m., Fox Sports West, 

KLAA (830 AM) 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Heaney knocked around as Tigers score early to beat the Angels 6-2 

By Jeff Miller 

He was battered early and, although never actually knocked out, Andrew Heaney certainly was knocked 
around. 

Afterward, after the Angels lost to Detroit 6-2Thursday, after a first inning that looked more like a first 
round, the left-hander fittingly likened the experience to a fight. 

“They came out, punched me right in the mouth,” Heaney said of the Tigers. “Took me a bit to kind of 
regain and start making some better pitches.” 

But by then, it was too late, much too late on a day when the Angels’ offense went one for seven with 
runners in scoring position and three for 16 with men on base. 

Heaney had produced quality starts in each of his past five outings and hadn’t allowed more than two 
runs in a game since April 20. His earned-run average during the latter stretch: 1.45. 

After he retired Detroit’s first hitter of the afternoon, he yielded back-to-back doubles to bring home a 
run. Then Heaney got James McCann to ground out, giving himself a chance to minimize the damage. 
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Instead, the Tigers maximized the opportunity when their next four hitters reached base, including 
Victor Reyes, who had a three-run triple to make it 5-0. 

“Just didn’t make some good pitches,” Heaney said. “It just happens.” 

Suddenly, in the span of four innings going back to Wednesday, the Angels had allowed Detroit two five-
run rallies, which had everything to do with losing just their second road series of the season. 

Unfortunately for the Angels, those two series have been their past two series, here and in New York. 
Overall, they’ve lost four of five to fall to 30-27, the first time they’ve been as few as three games over 
.500 since April 7. 

After that laborious 28-pitch first inning, Heaney started the second by engaging in a 13-pitch battle with 
Niko Goodrum. The at-bat ended in a walk. 

Four pitches later, Nicholas Castellanos singled, pushing Heaney’s count to 45 and still he had retired 
only three batters. 

From there, however, he rallied to pitch through the fifth inning, no small accomplishment in this era of 
bullpen preservation. 

“They know I’m going to attack the strike zone,” Heaney said. “I kind of had to make an adjustment a 
little bit. It was a little too late. When you give up five runs that quick, it kind of pretty much puts the 
game out of hand.” 

That’s especially true when the offense fizzles. The Angels failed to score in the third when two of their 
best hitters -- Mike Trout and Justin Upton -- went down consecutively with two runners on. 

They failed to score again in the fourth when three of their other hitters -- Jefry Marte, Chris Young and 
Kole Calhoun -- went down consecutively with two runners on. 

So, there was plenty of failure to go around as the Angels’ only runs were provided by rookie catcher 
Jose Briceno, who hit his second career homer in his second career start, and Trout, who had an RBI 
single in the eighth. 

Upton, a former Tiger who received an award before the game Monday for his contributions to the 
team last season, finished the series one for 16. 

“Even the best of hitters at times just aren’t squaring balls up like they can,” Angels manger Mike 
Scioscia said. “He’s right now in a little bit of a rut. But he’ll work his way through it. He’s too good of a 
talent.” 

Want something positive? Ian Kinsler, another former Tiger, arrived Monday batting .178 for the season. 
Nine hits later, he left with his average at .217. 

The Angels finished this 10-game trip 4-6 and now return home to face a Texas team they swept on the 
road in April in three games. By the score of 26-6. 
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They could use something to lighten the mood. The Rangers will start Bartolo Colon on Friday against 
Jaime Barria, who was just short of 9 months old when Colon debuted in the big leagues. 

 

Zack Cozart sits out another game with forearm strain 

By Jeff Miller 

The Angels were without Zack Cozart again for the finale of their 10-game road trip. 

He was removed from the starting lineup Wednesday after a warmup swing before batting practice 
resulted in what he called “a little strain or something” in his left forearm. 

“It just kind of zinged me and locked up on me,” Cozart said after the game Thursday. “Hopefully, it’s 
just a spasm or something and not any bad strain.” 

He said he never has had the problem before or anything similar. He also said he felt fine before taking 
the swing. 

“It just kind of grabbed,” Cozart said. “Then I couldn’t…It’s still pretty tight.” 

Given the quick turnaround from a night game to a game day, Cozart said he arrived at Comerica Park 
pretty certain he wouldn’t be ready to start. 

With a little extra time before the Angels play again, Friday night at home against Texas, he said he 
hoped to be feeling better. Cozart will test the forearm Friday before batting practice. 

“He’ll continue to be evaluated,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “We’ll just see what direction this 
is going … I hope it’s not serious.” 

Roach saves goose 

The goose that crashed the game Wednesday -- and crashed into a Comerica Park LED board behind the 
visitor’s dugout -- is expected to come off the disabled list soon. 

The veterinarian who rescued and cared for the bird in the immediate aftermath of the 
incident, Catherine Roach, threw out the ceremonial first pitch before the game Thursday. She’s a Tigers 
season-ticket holder. 

Roach said the goose was recovering on schedule at a clinic at Michigan State University and should be 
released into a refuge in the next day or so. 

The bird made national news after refusing to leave in a timely manner after it had landed on the field 
during a rain delay. 
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Stadium personnel attempted to spook the goose by unleashing two bottle rockets and then chased it 
around the field. Finally, it decided to fly away, only to smack into the board and fall back into the stands 
below. 

“I was happy it didn’t land on anybody because those things are bigger than you think,” Tigers 
pitcher Alex Wilson told FOX Sports Detroit. “Nothing like a six-foot wingspan squawking at you.” 

The Tigers started this game with a goose decoy stationed on the railing in front of their dugout. They 
finished the game with the decoy joining the players on the field for their victorious high-five line. 

Wood has surgery 

Reliever Blake Wood had surgery to repair the graft from the elbow ligament replacement surgery he 
had in 2012. Standard recovery time for the procedure it 12 to 14 months. 

 

Tigers score early to beat the Angels 6-2 

Victor Reyes hit a three-run triple in the five-run first to help the Detroit Tigers beat the Los Angeles 
Angles 6-2 on Thursday. 

Detroit starter Ryan Carpenter was on pace to pick up his first career victory, but left the game after four 
innings with an oblique strain. 

Warwick Saupold (3-1) replaced Carpenter and pitched two perfect innings. Carpenter gave up one run 
and five hits. 

Andrew Heaney (2-4) allowed five runs and eight hits over five innings. He had given up a total of six 
runs over his previous six starts. 

The Tigers set themselves up to win the four-game series by roughing up Heaney in the first inning. 

Jeimer Candelario hit an RBI double, John Hicks drove in a run with a single and Reyes' triple later 
cleared the bases to make it 5-0. Reyes finished with three hits. 

Detroit's Ronny Rodriguez had two hits and scored a run in his major league debut. 

Jose Briceno hit a solo homer in the fifth and Mike Trout hit an RBI single in the eighth, pulling the 
Angels within four. 
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                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Heaney, Angels can’t overcome big 1st in finale 

By Tyler Fenwick 

DETROIT -- For the second day in a row, it was just one bad inning that doomed the Angels in their four-
game series against the Tigers at Comerica Park. This time it was a five-run first that lifted the Tigers to a 
6-2 victory on Thursday, as they took three of four in the set. 

Angels starter Andrew Heaney (2-4) retired the first batter of the inning but gave up back-to-back 
doubles to get the scoring started. Following two singles and a hit batter, the Tigers had the bases 
loaded for Victor Reyes, who hit a triple to left-center to highlight the early outburst. 

"They came out and punched me right in the mouth," said Heaney, who saw his ERA rise to 3.66. "Just 
took me a bit to regain it and start making some better pitches. So credit goes to them. They were 
aggressive early and they know how I like to attack the strike zone. They put some really good swings on 
some balls." 

In the three games the Angels dropped to Detroit this week, the Tigers had one four-run inning and two 
five-run innings. 

"When you give up five runs that quick, it pretty much puts the game out of hand," said Heaney. 

The Tigers batted around in the first inning and tallied five hits, including three extra-base hits. 

"I think Andrew lived a little too much over the heart of the plate and missed with a couple pitches," 
said manager Mike Scioscia. "Still, he's really a pitch or two from getting out of that inning with just a 
run or two." 

Heaney was able to settle in after the bumpy start. The first two batters of the second inning reached 
but didn't move as Heaney set down the next three batters. He ended up throwing five frames and only 
allowed three hits after the first. He also struck out three and walked one. 

"Give those guys credit," said Scioscia. "They kept the inning going, got the big hit into left-center that 
cleared the bases. He settled in and went five innings, and that was important to us." 

Whereas relievers spoiled Shohei Ohtani's start Wednesday night, they stepped in for Heaney and kept 
the Tigers' bats mostly tame. The Tigers scored in the sixth off Noe Ramirez when Reyes, who finished a 
home run short of the cycle, doubled and was plated on another double by Niko Goodrum. 

As has become a theme for these Angels lately, runs were tough to come by on Thursday, which marked 
the ninth time in May that they've been held to fewer than three runs. The Angels got a run in the fifth 
when backup catcher Jose Briceno led off the inning with a home run, then again in the eighth 
when Mike Trout singled to right to score Ian Kinsler. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/622682/victor-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592348/niko-goodrum
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
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"We kept playing, but when those guys get a five-run lead, it kind of lets those guys work both sides of 
the plate, not worried about the one mistake," Scioscia said. "We weren't able to get too many good 
looks at those guys." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
When the Angels scored their first run of the game on Briceno's solo home run, Tigers starter Ryan 
Carpenter exited with a right oblique strain, providing the top of the Angels' order with the opportunity 
to rally against the Tigers' bullpen. But right-hander Warwick Saupold (3-1) retired Kinsler, Trout 
and Justin Upton in order to get out of the inning. 

SOUND SMART 
The lone bright spot for the Angels offensively this series was that Kinsler seemed to climb out of his 
slump by finishing 9-for-14, including 3-for-4 with a double and two singles on Thursday. Kinsler came 
into Detroit batting just .178, but he was able to raise his average to .217 with the big series. 

"There's no doubt that Ian's seeing the ball better," said Scioscia, "and I think he's found his timing. 
Hopefully it'll be a sign of good things to come, because he's going to be important to us." 

INJURY REPORT 
The Angels announced that right-handed reliever Blake Wood underwent successful Tommy John 
surgery and is expected to be out 12-14 months. Wood had a 2.31 ERA this season over 11 2/3 innings 
pitched. 

UP NEXT 
The Angels return home for the first time since May 20 when they open a three-game series against the 
Rangers on Friday at 7:07 p.m. PT. The Angels will rely on right-hander Jaime Barria (4-1, 2.97 ERA), who 
has won three of his last four starts. The Rangers will go with 45-year-old Bartolo Colon(2-2, 3.55 ERA), 
who needs one more win to tie Juan Marichal for most by a pitcher from the D.R. 

 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Stark: Ten things we learned in May 

By Jayson Stark 

As we pack up our leftover Memorial Day cheeseburgers, we wave adios to the month of May. We know 
the Mets, Blue Jays and D-Backs are happy to see it go. But Scooter Gennett, Ross Stripling and the 
phenomenal Gleyber Torres… not so much. 

So what has month No. 2 of this fascinating baseball season taught us? Great question. And we’re ready 
for it – with our indispensable list of 10 Things We Learned in May: 

1)    THE AL (NOT) WILD CARD RACE 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543001/ryan-carpenter
http://m.mlb.com/player/543001/ryan-carpenter
http://m.mlb.com/player/599683/warwick-saupold
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/112526/bartolo-colon
http://www.milb.com/r/video?content_id=2099402883
http://www.milb.com/r/video?content_id=2099402883
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There has never been a season in the history of baseball that gave us three 100-win teams in the same 
league. But guess what? We’re stampeding in that direction as we speak. 

Red Sox pace: 111 wins 
Yankees pace: 109 wins 
Astros pace: 101 wins* 

(*-Astros’ Expected W-L, of 44-14, would put them on pace to win 123!) 

Yeah, yeah. We know what normally happens to “paces” when the season still has over 100 games left 
in it. But bear with us here, because this item isn’t really about paces, or even history. It’s about this: 

Isn’t it obvious that – with all due respect to the Brewers, Nationals, Indians, Mariners or anyone else 
you might want to tweet us about – the Red Sox, Yankees and Astros are the three best teams in 
baseball? We think it is. We also think most people in baseball agree. So please allow us to proceed with 
this premise. Thank you. 

So if that’s obvious, what does that mean? Alas, it means that one of them won’t be permitted, by 
MLB’s proper authorities, to win any division, barring emergency realignment. 

And what does that mean? It means we already know, on June 1, that the Yankees and Red Sox are 
under massive pressure to avoid the AL Wild Card Game, whatever it takes. And who even knows what 
“whatever it takes” might entail when we get closer to the trading deadline. But let’s just say they’ll 
definitely be grabbing a shopping cart. 

“There’s a really good chance one of these teams could win 100 and lose in a one-game playoff,” says 
one exec. “Or even if they win the one-game playoff, then they have to go play at Houston, or the Red 
Sox, or the Yankees, in a five-game series? That’s a tough, tough road. So I think we’re looking at an 
amazing race to avoid the one-game playoff.” 

Right. Amazing. Do those teams even want to know that in the eight Wild Card Games that didn’t match 
clubs with the same record, the team with the best record has lost half of them? That’s how precarious 
it is to even play in that game. The Pirates could fill them in if they need more details. 

Of the many epic Yankees-Red Sox races we’ve seen in the wild-card era, this one might top them all – 
because we’ve never seen one in which the “loser” was a team with 95-plus wins, sentenced to walk the 
Wild Card Game tightrope. Whew. Stay. Tuned. 

2)    THE DODGERS BELIEVE IN REINCARNATION 

Was it really just about two weeks ago that the Dodgers were 10 games under .500? And 8 ½ games out 
of first place in the NL West? OK, so much for that death knell. 

They’re 10-4 since. They’re only four out all of a sudden. They had Clayton Kershaw return to a mound 
near them Thursday. And now everything around them in their division seems to be lining up their way. 
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The Diamondbacks? They just went 8-19 in May. That allowed them to join Billy Joe Robideaux’s 1987 
Brewers as the answer to this Ugly May Trivia Question: Name the only two teams in history to play sub-
.300 baseball in May after finishing April with a .700+ winning percentage and at least 15 games played. 
(H/T Elias Sports Bureau.) 

The Rockies? True, they’re in first place – but with a minus-17 run differential. The Giants? Yeah, they’re 
getting Madison Bumgarner back – but they have a minus-49 run differential. And the Padres? They’re 
averaging fewer runs per game than Mookie Betts. (OK, not really, but they are hitting .229 as a team.) 

Only four teams in the last three decades have made the postseason after plummeting 10 games under 
.500 at any point – none since the 2009 Rockies. So are we seeing reason to believe the Dodgers can be 
the fifth? Hey, we just gave you a bunch of reasons. 

“The Dodgers,” says one rival exec, “are going to win that division by seven games.” 

3)    THE WHIFFS KEEP ON COMING 

You might remember that April was the first month in history with more strikeouts than hits. 
Miraculously, May is going to just miss being the second. 

It was so close that strikeouts were winning as recently as four days ago. But fortunately for hitterkind, 
some offensive craziness busted out, leaving us with these May totals: 

Hits                 7,020 
Strikeouts        6,959 

Nevertheless, this season has still produced nearly 300 more strikeouts than hits. And we remain on 
pace for nearly 42,000 strikeouts this season. That wouldn’t be just a record. It would be 5,000 more 
whiffs than a mere five years ago and 10,000 more than 12 years ago. 

And of course, it means lack of action remains a huge issue. At this rate, there will be nearly 7,000 fewer 
balls put in play this year than just three years ago. So when you hear the commissioner telling Ken 
Rosenthal it might be time to consider “aggressive” changes, this is what he’s talking about. 

“I’ll be honest with you,” says one long-time executive, sounding an alarm that everyone in his sport 
should heed. “I don’t know if I like the game anymore. I mean, I love it. But I’m not liking where it’s 
going.” 

4)    THE RAYS ARE BREAKING PITCHING (AS WE USED TO KNOW IT) 

The last time those Tampa Bay Rays made it to the postseason (a mere five years ago), it wasn’t too 
complicated to sum up the reason: 

David Price, Alex Cobb, Chris Archer, Matt Moore, Jeremy Hellickson. 

They used to call that a “starting rotation” – and one of the best in the whole darned American League, 
we might add. But antiquated terms like “starting rotation” don’t even appear in the Rays’ dictionary 

https://theathletic.com/373342/2018/05/30/in-an-exclusive-qa-commissioner-rob-manfred-discusses-pace-of-play-expansion-betting-sorry-pete-and-more/
https://theathletic.com/373342/2018/05/30/in-an-exclusive-qa-commissioner-rob-manfred-discusses-pace-of-play-expansion-betting-sorry-pete-and-more/
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anymore, because right before our eyes, over the last few weeks, they’ve been reinventing pitching as 
we used to know it. 

Of their last 12 games, only six have been started by an actual “starter.” The others have been “opened” 
by “openers,” who are relievers who merely happen to be out there when the game starts – just not for 
long. And that strategy has led the Rays down a road never traveled by any pitching staff ever, unless 
you count the Pinellas County Tee-Ball League: 

— They’ve already had 15 different relievers finish a game. That’s the most in the American League. 

— They’ve already used 21 different relievers in total. Yep, that’s also the most in the league. 

— Because of all their meet-the-bullpen days, they’ve already had 11 different “starts” by a pitcher who 
got eight outs or fewer. The record of 35 – by Bob Giallombardo’s 1958 Dodgers – is well within reach. 

— In a related development, they’re also up to 16 “starts” of 10 outs or fewer. So they have an even 
better shot at that record, which is 42 – by Red Embree’s 1949 St. Louis Browns. 

— Finally, here’s one more record the 2018 Rays are almost certain to break: They’ve already 
had four games in which their “starter” was taken out of the game – by design – even though he hadn’t 
bothered to give up an actual hit yet. The record for most “starts” like that in a season is just five, by 
Babe Ruth’s 1916 Red Sox and Edinson Volquez’s 2017 Marlins. That one should fall by Father’s Day. 

This doesn’t seem like the time for another debate about whether this is good for baseball, bad for 
baseball or a threat to everything Americans have always cherished about life. We just know that no 
matter what you think of it, the Rays have a winning record. But at the same time, they’re breaking the 
craft formerly known as “pitching” – breaking the roles, breaking the stats, breaking the entire concept 
of fantasy baseball. 

But on a selfishly bright note, it’s keeping modern baseball journalism alive and well. So there’s that. 

5)    THE ASTROS ARE BREAKING HITTING (AS WE USED TO KNOW IT) 

So perhaps you’re asking yourself: What if every team decided to go down the Rays’ road and do away 
with starting pitchers, in the old-fashioned Hey, ya think it’s possible for one guy to throw all nine 
innings tonight sense? 

Well, here’s how your subconscious should answer that question: Have you seen the Astros lately? 

We could flood you with fun tidbits about how this is going to be the most dominating starting rotation 
of all time – because, basically, it clearly is (if they all stay healthy). But here’s another way to look at this 
group: 

Slash line of opposing hitters who have to face them: .196/.260/.330. That’s not good. 

Now here’s what we should make of that: It means the Astros’ starters – all five of them – are turning an 
entire sport’s worth of the best hitters on the planet into… Corky Miller! 
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Hey, we always loved Corky Miller, America’s favorite backup catcher. But his career slash line looked 
like this: 

.193/.277/.306. 

His claim to fame: Among all non-pitchers in the 21st century who got at least 600 plate appearances, he 
owns the third-lowest batting average. 

Now remind yourself that, essentially, that’s what every hitter looks like when they face the Astros’ 
starters. And that is, frankly, insane. 

6)    RUSSELL MARTIN IS THE NEW YOGI ZOBRIST 

Remember when we used to think of Russell Martin as just your basic iron-man catcher, gritting his way 
through 128 games a year in shin guards, leading staffs toward the Octoberfest, acting like his usual 
hard-nosed self? 

Sure you do. But that was soooo April. 

The Russell Martin of May, on the other hand, was a regular multi-positional whirling dervish who was 
liable to wind up anywhere on any given day, from shortstop to the cotton-candy stand. Let’s review the 
last four games he’s played in: 

Saturday – starting catcher 
Sunday – starting shortstop 
Monday – starting leftfielder 
Tuesday – starting third baseman 

If you’re thinking, “Whoa, I’ve never seen anything like that,” there’s an excellent explanation. Here 
goes: 

— Martin started 1,296 major-league games as a catcher before starting his first game as a shortstop. 
And who else has done that? No one has done that! The Elias Sports Bureau tells us he’s the first man 
ever to start a game at shortstop after playing 1,000 games as a catcher. (And the only other man to 
catch 300+ games and then start a game as a shortstop was Mickey Owen, for the 1943 Brooklyn 
Dodgers.) 

— And who else has ever started four consecutive games at catcher, shortstop, third baseman and 
anywhere in the outfield? Guess what? No one else has done that, either! Elias reports he’s the first 
player since 1900 who even started at all of those spots in the same week. 

— Finally, let’s just throw the outfield part of this discussion into the on-deck circle and ask: When was 
the last time you saw any player start games as a catcher, shortstop and third baseman in the 
same season? You have to go all the way back to 1980. Last to do it, according to Elias, was Dave Roberts 
– the former No. 1 overall pick in the 1972 draft, not the current manager of the Dodgers. But that 1972 
Dave Roberts also mixed in a little outfielding at another point that season. In fact, in July, he did start 
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consecutive games at catcher, short and right field. He just didn’t get back to third base for another 
month. So he was no Russell Martin. 

Then again, we’re not even sure how to describe this Russell Martin anymore. Is he Yogi Berra or is he 
Yogi Zobrist? His manager, that cagy John Gibbons, is being coy about that. So don’t touch that laptop! 
Who knows where he’ll wind up next? 

7)    MANNY MACHADO HAS AN EXIT (VELOCITY) STRATEGY 

Manny Machado has hit 16 home runs. We mention that because he still plays for the Baltimore Orioles 
– a team with 17 wins. And we mention that because the season is two months old! 

So we know what you’re thinking: Has anyone ever hit more home runs than his team had wins over a 
full season? 

And the answer is: C’mon, man. Of course not. The closest any player has come is four, according to 
Stats LLC. There was Sammy Sosa versus the 1999 Cubs (Cubs – 67, Slammin’ Sammy – 63). And there 
was Wally Berger versus the 1935 Boston Braves (Braves – 38, Wally World – 34). But that’s as close as 
anybody has gotten. 

In the meantime, we know what else you’re thinking: How could Manny possibly be the first to pull this 
off when he has basically zero shot to finish the season in Baltimore anyway? 

Well, good point! And that’s an even better reason not to spend a lot of time calculating Manny’s bombs 
versus Orioles wins in your spare time. The Orioles entered June 21 1/2 games out of first place. No 
team has been that far out heading into June since Jeff Stone’s 1988 Orioles – that fabled juggernaut, 
once covered by Ken Rosenthal, that kicked off its season by going 0-21. 

And no team has even been 20+ out after May since Buddy Bell’s 2006 Royals. That team traded Jeremy 
Affeldt, Matt Stairs and five other veteran players leading up to the trading deadline. This Orioles team 
could rival that. 

But the auction will revolve around Manny. The only questions are when, where and what position he’ll 
play on his new team. And despite what you may hear on the rumor mill, none of that has come into 
focus. But that’ll change! 

8)    MOOKIE BETTS IS SMELLING HISTORY 

Just wanted to mention this. Mookie Betts is awesome. As great as he was in April, the Red Sox’s 
charismatic leadoff force was just as great in May. And that wasn’t easy. Take a look at his May and 
March/April slash lines. Could they be more similar? 

MAY                            .372/.434/.766/1.200 
MARCH/APRIL      .344/.439/.733/1.173 

This guy is so consistent, he’s baseball’s Mr. Robot. Now check out this short list of men who had a 
1.150+ OPS in April and May of any season in the teens (2010-18). 
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José Bautista 2011 – 1.312 April/1.267 May 
Josh Hamilton 2012 – 1.182 April-1.187 May 
Chris Davis 2013 – 1.171 April/1.210 May 
Mike Trout 2017 – 1.151 April/1.280 May 

So if Mookie keeps up this pace – and obviously, he thinks that’s perfectly doable – he would wind up 
with this stat line: 

.359/.437/.750/1.187, 48 HR, 56 doubles, 153 runs, 194 hits, 37 SB 

You know who has had a season like that in the history of baseball? Nobody has had a season like that in 
the history of baseball. And the guy who is having it is 5-foot-9, 180 pounds. 

“You know, we’re always looking to find athletes,” says one NL scout, “because you can’t teach hand-
eye coordination. Then you see this kid. He’s got lighting-quick hands. He’s a 300 bowler. He’s a premier 
athlete with premier hand-eye coordination. It’s the perfect storm to have a superstar.” 

9)    THERE’S A NO-HIT BID EVERY 20 MINUTES 

“You look at your phone,” says one GM, “and there’s a no-hit alert every single night.” 

Yep. It’s Julio Teheran one night. It’s Nathan Eovaldi the next. Oh, it isn’t quite every day. But as our 
friend, Sarah Langs, of ESPN Stats and Info, keeps pointing out, we’ve already had 25 no-hit bids through 
six innings this season – in two months! 

And how many were there all last season? That would be 24 – in six months. 

There were 11 more of them in May, which of course comes to about one every three nights. But if we 
keep up this pace, we’d see 73 no-hitters carried into the seventh inning this year – which would be 22 
more than the previous two years combined. Of the last 10 seasons, the only year when there were 
even half that many, according to Elias, was 2015 (when there were 46). 

So what does that tell us? It’s never been harder to hit. That’s what. 

Hits per game have dropped to their lowest rate in nearly 50 years (8.40 per team). League-wide batting 
average? Also at its lowest rate since 1972 (.246) – and down nine points since last year. 

“I’ve actually gotten to the point,” says one pitching coach, “where I feel sorry for the hitters. We just 
have so much information these days. We know exactly where they’re going to hit it, and we have 
somebody standing there. And we know exactly where they can’t hit it, and we’re going to throw it 
there.” 

10) NOTHING BEATS THE TROUT/OHTANI SHOW 

If the postseason started today – and that’s unlikely – we regret to report that it would be starting once 
again without the Angels. They sit 4 ½ games back of Seattle for the second wild-card spot. 
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We express that regret not because (caution! Twitter narrative alert!) we obviously hate your team and 
love the Angels. We express it merely because, as we watch two teams with massive star power meet in 
the NBA finals, we can’t help but imagine how much fun it would be to watch a team with two star-
bright attractions like Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani show up on the October stage. 

We’re now two months into this season. And it’s just now beginning to hit us how special it is to have 
two men on the same team doing things we’ve just about never seen done. Anywhere. How incredible 
are these two guys? Here’s how incredible…. 

TROUT: 

THE BEST SEASON EVER? Mike Trout is on pace to finish this season with 14.5 Wins Above Replacement, 
according to baseball-reference.com. Since 1900, the only position player who has ever had a 14-win 
season is that Babe Ruth guy – with 14.1 in 1923. The only position players not named Ruth who have 
even had a 12-win season are Carl Yastrzemski (12.5 in 1967) and Rogers Hornsby (12.1 in 1924). In 
other words, we could be watching (gulp) The Greatest Season of All Time! 

THE 50-30 CLUB? If he keeps going at this rate, Trout would finish the season with 51 homers and 34 
stolen bases. So who else has had a 50-homer, 30-steal season? Nobody, of course. Most steals in a 50-
homer season: 24, by Willie Mays and A-Rod. 

THE 30-SB, 0-CS CLUB? One more on Trout the base-swiper: He’s 12 for 12 this year. Which puts him on 
a pace for 34 steals – and zero caught-stealings. So how many men have stolen 30 bases without being 
caught since caught stealing became an official stat nearly 70 years ago? Right. That would be none. The 
record: 23-for-23, by Chase Utley in 2009. Most steals with no CS by a home-run champ: four, by Dave 
Kingman, 1982. 

TROT OR WALK? We could do a thousand of these, but let’s add one more, just because it’s fun. Trout is 
on pace for 96 extra-base hits and 142 walks. Your complete list of men who had that many XBH and 
that many BB in the same season: Babe Ruth (three times) and Barry Bonds (2001). Conclusion: Do we 
truly comprehend yet that we’re watching the greatest player since the Babe? 

And speaking of the Babe… 

OHTANI: 

SHOH-BABE? Shohei Ohtani the hitter has launched six home runs. Shohei Ohtani the pitcher has given 
up five home runs. Who’s the last man to pitch as much as Ohtani and hit more homers than he 
allowed? That would be the Bambino, of course – in 1919 (hit 29, allowed 2). 

We could compare Ohtani to Ruth all day long. But now, for something a little different, let’s compare 
Ohtani to the guys he’s playing with and against in 2018. It’s pretty crazy! 

OHTANI THE HITTER 

STAT   OHTANI COMPARES TO 

http://baseball-reference.com/
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SLG 0.553 Bryce Harper .556 

OBP 0.376 Bryce Harper .382 

OPS 0.929 Bryce Harper .937 

AVG. EXIT VELO 94.2  Giancarlo Stanton 92.9 

OHTANI THE PITCHER 

STAT OHTANI COMPARES TO 

ERA 3.18  Stephen Strasburg 3.13 

OPP AVG 0.196 Luis Severino .196 

OPP SLG 0.319 Max Scherzer .314 

WHIP 1.08 Stephen Strasburg 1.06 

AVG FB VELO 97.7 Luis Severino 97.6 

OPP EXIT VELO 87.3 Justin Verlander 87.0 

In other words, Ohtani the hitter is essentially Bryce Harper, with a higher batting average. And Ohtani 
the pitcher is a cross-section of four of the most dominating aces in the game – Verlander, Scherzer, 
Severino and Strasburg. And most amazing of all, we’re talking about a real person. 

Shohei Ohtani and Mike Trout play on the same baseball team. Has any team ever employed two men 
like this? We can’t recall one – maybe because it’s possible we’ve never seen two men this talented 
playing baseball at the same time. 

It’s only June. So it’s a long way from October. But if the next four months were to lead those two 
players to October? Ha. We’d sign up for that! 

 

 

Fastball-slider combination makes Justin Anderson an intriguing addition to 
Angels bullpen 

By Brent Maguire 

For the second year in a row, the Angels have deployed a bullpen generally consisting of unproven or 
young options. Last year, Keynan Middleton emerged as a young flamethrower who got looks in the late 
innings of games. This year, another young pitcher has gotten a shot. 
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Justin Anderson, 25, sports a 3.45 ERA in 15 2/3 innings and is becoming one of Mike Scioscia’s best 
weapons out of the bullpen. Not only does Anderson have a sparkling ERA but he’s missing tons of bats 
(31.43 percent strikeout rate). Anderson’s rise to the majors is an interesting story due to the lack of 
publicity surrounding him entering this season. 

Anderson, who was transitioned from a starting pitcher last season, wasn’t a high-ranked prospect. In 
fact, he was barely worth mentioning by most major publications. Anderson was viewed by many as a 
non-prospect who had an outside shot to reach the majors. 

Yet, here Anderson is in a legitimate role as a bullpen cog for the Angels. He’s seen time in numerous 
situations, including some save situations (he earned his first save May 14 vs. Houston). Anderson has 
been in the majors for more than a month now and his performance has likely guaranteed him a spot on 
the roster for the foreseeable future. 

Anderson’s success isn’t just simply tied to him moving to the bullpen and seeing instant results. In his 
first taste as a reliever across two levels in the minor leagues last year, Anderson struck out a paltry 14.7 
percent of hitters. His ERA was 5.06. Nothing indicated he was ready to take on a role in the majors the 
following season. 

Something has clicked for Anderson this year. He started showing some staggering results when he 
began the year in Double-A. He faced 14 hitters and struck out eight, earning a quick promotion to 
Triple-A. There he faced 17 hitters and allowed just two baserunners. 

Anderson was called up to the majors on April 23, making his MLB debut against the Houston Astros, his 
hometown team whom who he grew up watching. Anderson’s first appearance, in front of friends and 
family, came in a high leverage spot in which he got himself in and out of trouble, ending the inning by 
striking out Carlos Correa. 

Anderson’s debut was noteworthy by itself, but more notable was how hard he threw. Anderson threw 
six fastballs, the slowest clocking at 98.2 mph. The sheer velocity he has shown has been a huge surprise 
to many given he sat in the 92-96 mph range prior to 2018. 

Anderson’s fastball velocity hasn’t just simply been good. He ranks among the elites. Among relievers 
with at least 10 innings pitched, Anderson’s 98.6 mph average ranks sixth. Hitters have hit 
.273/.467/.318 against the pitch, but most of their success has been due to Anderson’s faulty command 
(23.3 percent walk rate on the pitch). 

The fastball is legitimately good, but Anderson’s best pitch has been his wipeout slider. Not only is the 
pitch nasty but he has located it with precision this year. Anderson has struck out 42.9 percent of hitters 
with the pitch and has walked nobody. Elite strikeout and walk rates on a breaking ball are hard to come 
by, which makes Anderson’s slider quite interesting. 

Seeing this pitch in action illustrates why Anderson is having so much success with it. 

It’s easy to see why Anderson uses the pitch a lot, but he throws the pitch well more than half of the 
time. Among all pitchers with at least 10 innings pitched, Anderson’s 57 percent slider usage is the 
second highest. That type of slider usage paired with a big-time fastball is rare. 
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It’s not easy to find many comparable pitchers who throw extraordinarily hard but don’t use the fastball 
a ton. The best comparable for high-velocity fastball/high slider usage is the Yankee’s Dellin Betances, 
who is eerily similar other than the fact that Betances’ breaking ball is a curveball rather than a slider. 

 
Fastball Velocity (mph) Fastball Usage Breaking Ball Usage 

Anderson 97.8 42.6 % 57 % 

Betances 97.6 40.2 % 59.9 % 

This combination of elite velocity and heavy slider usage is so different that it may just work for 
Anderson. Given he throws his slider with precision and generates so many whiffs (22.2 percent 
swinging-strike rate), it makes Anderson a bit of an interesting case study. 

Seeing the big fastball and good slider in action make it clear why Anderson has been successful. This 
sequence Yankees youngster Miguel Andujar saw earlier this month shows how tough Anderson can be: 

It’s pretty tough to do much with that. Anderson’s heavy slider usage means hitters can’t simply sit on 
the fastball. This makes him far less predictable than your prototypical flamethrower. 

Firm fastball, hard slider and unique pitch usage. Justin Anderson isn’t a household name and he may 
never reach that territory, but he is a rare pitcher worth monitoring because of what he has to offer. The 
Angels hope this success will continue, as he has been a bright spot in a bullpen that doesn’t have a ton 
of reliability and has already dealt with a plethora of injuries. 

 

Awards Watch: Sizing up this season’s MVP, Cy Young and Rookie of the Year 
contenders so far 

By Cliff Corcoran 

With roughly a third of the season in the books, the races for the three major Baseball Writers’ 
Association of America player awards are already taking shape. This is especially true in the American 
League, where the leaders in the Most Valuable Player, Cy Young, and Rookie of the Year races are in the 
midst of performances that could resonate well past the distribution of those honors in November. The 
AL MVP race, in particular, looks to be one for the ages. There is less clarity in the National League, 
particularly in the MVP race, which remained crowded down to the wire last year and looks like it could 
again this year. However, the possibility of a three-peat for the NL Cy Young remains strong, as the 
leader in that race is the only non-rookie to retain his lead from our last look at these races a month ago. 
Meanwhile, despite the lack of change up top, the Rookie of the Year fields have deepened with the 
arrival of a few elite prospects. 

The rankings below are based on who would most deserve each award if the season had ended 
Wednesday night. Last month’s rankings are in parentheses after each player’s name. League-leading 
statistics are in bold. Major league-leading statistics are in bold and italics. Rookies are players with 
fewer than 130 plate appearances or 50 innings pitched in the major leagues prior to this year who also 

https://theathletic.com/335755/2018/04/30/awards-watch-ranking-the-early-mvp-cy-young-and-rookie-of-the-year-leaders/
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had fewer than 45 days on an active major-league roster prior to this year (not counting time on the 
disabled list or during expanded rosters in September). Ozzie Albies and Josh Hader are not rookies. 

Most Valuable Player 

American League 

1. Mike Trout, CF, Angels (4) 

.303/.448/.672 (206 OPS+), .479 xwOBA, 18 HR, 50 BB, 46 K, 12 SB (100%) 

2. Mookie Betts, RF, Red Sox (2) 

.359/.437/.750 (208 OPS+), .513 xwOBA, 17 HR, 24 BB, 25 K, 13 SB (87%) 

The top two finishers for this award in 2016, Trout and Betts are having seasons of historic proportions. 
To begin with, no qualified hitter has finished a season with an OPS+ of 200 or more since Barry Bonds 
was in video-game mode in 2004. Trout and Betts are both above that mark while also playing 
outstanding defense and ranking among the league leaders in stolen bases (Betts is second behind the 
injured Dee Gordon’s 16; Trout, who has yet to be caught stealing this season, is in a four-way tie for 
third). Both are on pace for 50 home runs and 35 steals, a combination no player has ever accomplished 
in a single major league season (24 is the record for steals in a 50-homer season, set by Willie Mays in 
1955 and tied by Alex Rodriguez in 2007). Both are also on pace to accumulate more than 12 wins above 
replacement (per Baseball-Reference), a total exceeded by an everyday player just five times in the 
game’s history, most recently when Carl Yastrzemski won the Triple Crown in 1967 with 12.5 bWAR 
season. Trout, who comes by his first place ranking this month largely due to a discrepancy in playing 
time, is on pace to set the all-time record for bWAR by a position player, taking aim at Babe Ruth’s 14.1 
bWAR from 1923. 

As for that playing time discrepancy, Betts has missed eight games this season due to a variety of minor 
injuries, most recently being sidelined due to tightness in his left side. Trout, meanwhile, has appeared 
in all 56 of the Angels’ games, starting 55 of them. As a result, Trout has not only appeared in eight more 
games than Betts, but has come to the plate 35 more times. In a race this absurdly close, that gives 
Trout the lead . . . for now. 

3. José Ramírez, 3B, Indians 

.300/.393/.628 (165 OPS+), .400 xwOBA, 17 HR, 31 BB, 24 K, 7 SB (78%) 

The only new addition to the AL MVP top five this month, Ramírez has hit .333/.433/.745 thus far in 
May, including a 7-for-18 performance with two doubles and three home runs over his last four games, 
while playing his usual stellar defense at third base and providing additional value with his above-
average speed on the bases. The combination of all three pushes him past some superior hitters and a 
couple of superior fielders who are having excellent seasons at the plate, including teammate Francisco 
Lindor, who just missed this list. 

4. Aaron Judge, RF, Yankees (5) 

https://theathletic.com/354407/2018/05/31/the-evolution-of-jose-ramirez-baseballs-best-bargain-and-best-kept-secret/
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.292/.423/.585 (170 OPS+), .435 xwOBA, 15 HR, 43 BB, 70 K 

Judge is more than just a slugger. He’s a fine defensive right fielder, with a rocket for an arm, and a 
faster runner than Ramírez, per Statcast’s sprint speed metric. He’s also an on-base machine, ranking 
third in the AL (and fourth in the majors) in on-base percentage behind Trout and Betts. That last skill, 
even more than his prodigious power, is what has made him a perennial MVP candidate, and it is what 
gives him a place on this list. 

5. Manny Machado, SS, Orioles (3) 

.324/.392/.612 (172 OPS+), .401 xwOBA, 16 HR, 25 BB, 34 K 

Machado is having a tremendous walk year at the plate, but his overall value has actually been 
undermined by his move back to shortstop. Not only is he grading out as below average in the field at 
the more challenging position, but he doesn’t benefit as much from position scarcity as you might 
expect. In fact, thanks in large part to the recent glut of shortstop talent flowing into the league, 
shortstop has been the second most productive position in the AL this season, with the average AL 
shortstop hitting .270/.331/.443, a line bested only, and barely, by the league’s third basemen at 
.260/.330/.449. Still, Machado takes the last spot on the list, not only because he’s been so extremely 
productive at the plate, but because his closest rivals are two other shortstops (Lindor and Andrelton 
Simmons, both elite fielders with less productive bats) and a designated hitter (Boston’s J.D. Martinez). 

Off the list: Didi Gregorius 

National League 

1. Freddie Freeman, 1B, Braves (2) 

.335/.434/.536 (164 OPS+), .454 xwOBA, 9 HR, 36 BB, 39 K, 5 SB (83%) 

Freeman walked in his first plate appearance this season, homered in his third, and hasn’t cooled off 
much since. He has started every Braves game this year and has reached base in all but three of them, 
driving in a run with a sacrifice fly in one of the exceptions. The last time he failed to either reach base 
or drive in a run was April 20. He brings a 12-game hitting streak and 20-game on-base streak into 
Thursday night’s game. 

2. Brandon Belt, 1B, Giants (5) 

.309/.404/.550 (161 OPS+), .431 xwOBA, 11 HR, 28 BB, 52 K 

Belt is neck-and-neck with fellow first baseman Freeman atop this list, and there’s an argument to be 
made that he should be first. That argument hinges on how punishing AT&T Park can be on left-handed 
power hitters and on the fact that Belt is a better fielder than Freeman. However, OPS+ corrects for 
ballparks, and I’m hesitant to rely too much on fielding statistics this early in the season (which is one 
reason Lindor and Andrelton Simmons missed my AL MVP list and Lorenzo Cain, who topped my free 
agent rankings in November and leads the NL in bWAR, isn’t on this one). 

http://www.sportsonearth.com/article/260789596/rankings-baseballs-top-free-agent-hitters
http://www.sportsonearth.com/article/260789596/rankings-baseballs-top-free-agent-hitters
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Belt is already more than 60 percent of the way to his career high in home runs thanks in part to an 
increase in launch angle (from 21 percent over the last two years to 23.2 percent thus far this year) and 
a dramatic increase in barrels. Belt averaged 37 barrels over the last three years. A third of the way 
through this season, he already has 25. 

3. Nolan Arenado, 3B, Rockies 

.319/.416/.580 (152 OPS+), .393 xwOBA, 11 HR, 32 BB, 43 K 

Arenado has done nothing but improve at the plate in his six major league seasons. Though there’s 
certainly a long way to go in this campaign, his OPS and OPS+ have increased every year. His batting 
average has increased in every year except 2015, when he matched his 2014 mark. His on-base 
percentage has been on a steady upward trend, as well, and the only one of his primary rate stats that 
isn’t better this year than last is his slugging percentage, because .586 is a hard number for anyone to 
top, even with the help of Coors Field. As it is, his .580 mark is tops among qualified hitters in the NL 
thus far this year. Arenado has also finished higher in the MVP rankings every year since debuting with 
an eighth-place finish in 2015, topping out at fourth last year — and look where he is on this list. 

4. A.J. Pollock, CF, Diamondbacks 

.293/.349/.620 (150 OPS+), .404 xwOBA, 11 HR, 12 BB, 38 K, 9 SB (82%) 

Pollock fractured his left thumb diving for a ball on May 14 and is likely to be out of action for most of 
June, if not beyond. That will likely kill his MVP chances, but he deserves recognition here for what he 
did in the first month and a half of the season. Among other things, despite no longer being a qualified 
batter, he is still leading the NL in slugging percentage, as even the handful of empty at-bats required to 
get him up to the qualifying minimum wouldn’t drop his slugging percentage below .600. Mix in 
superlative defense and a stolen-base total and success rate equivalent to those of Billy Hamilton and 
Jarrod Dyson (all three are tied for seventh in the NL in total steals), and you get a tremendously 
valuable player whose absence is acutely felt by the free-falling Diamondbacks. 

5. Scooter Gennett, 2B, Reds 

.343/.377/.551 (150 OPS+), .350 xwOBA, 10 HR, 11 BB, 45 K 

When Gennett shocked the baseball world with four home runs against the Cardinals on June 6 of last 
year, I wrote, “I do not believe that Gennett’s four-homer game will prove to be a transformative 
moment in his career, but we’ve seen crazier things happen.” So how’s that going? 

Gennett entered that game a career .279/.317/.422 hitter in 1,754 plate appearances, with similar in-
season numbers. Since that game (but not including it), he has hit .312/.356/.529 in 597 PA. Seems kind 
of transformative, doesn’t it? Gennett has steadily increased his launch angle over the last three years at 
a pace of roughly one degree a year, but the biggest change in his game is that he’s hitting the ball 
harder more often, with dramatic increases in his hard hit percentage the last two years, and a big jump 
in barrels last year which he has sustained this year. There appears to be a change in approach behind 
that. Though his walk rate hasn’t changed dramatically, Gennett has been swinging at fewer and fewer 
pitches out of the strike zone, but missing more and more of the pitches in the zone at which he’s 

http://www.sportsonearth.com/article/235139984/baseball-unlikeliest-four-homer-games-history
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swinging. That suggests to me an increased effort to get a pitch to hit and do damage rather than simply 
swat at whatever the opposing hurler offers up. Whether or not that four-homer game inspired or 
validated that approach, it’s working. 

Off the list: Javier Baéz, Rhys Hoskins, Christian Villanueva 

Cy Young 

American League 

1. Justin Verlander, RHP, Astros (3) 

1.11 ERA, 345 ERA+ (2.21 FIP, 1.74 DRA), 6.53 K/BB, 32.3 K%, 0.71 WHIP, 6.8 IP/GS, 12 GS 

In his second start this season, Verlander gave up four runs, three earned, in 5 2/3 innings. That remains 
the only one of his dozen starts this season in which he failed to complete six innings or allowed more 
than two runs, earned or otherwise. Since that one non-quality outing, Verlander has made 10 more 
starts, posting a 0.90 ERA and falling one out shy of averaging exactly seven innings pitched per start 
over that span. 

One assumes Verlander’s ERA will rise as the season progresses, but FIP and DRA suggest it won’t climb 
very much. Indeed, he now has a 1.09 ERA in 17 starts since joining the Astros last September, and, 
despite finishing April with an already spectacular 1.36 ERA, he managed to shave 25 points off that 
mark in May. With that in mind, it’s worth putting Verlander’s run prevention thus far in historical 
perspective. Since pitchers started throwing overhand in 1884, the single-season record for ERA+ by a 
qualified pitcher is Pedro Martínez’s 291 in 2000. When Bob Gibson posted an ERA one point higher 
than Verlander’s current mark in 1968, his park- and league-adjusted ERA+ was 258. A third of the way 
through the 2018 season, Verlander has a 345 ERA+. Not only has Justin Verlander been the best pitcher 
in the majors thus far this season, no one else is particularly close. 

2. Corey Kluber, RHP, Indians (4) 

2.02 ERA, 225 ERA+ (3.12 FIP, 2.74 DRA), 8.80 K/BB, 27.6 K%, 0.84 WHIP, 7.0 IP/GS, 12 GS 

Only two pitchers with multiple starts this season have turned in a quality start every time out. One is 
Johnny Cueto, who took just five turns before suffering an elbow sprain that is expected to keep him out 
of action until July. The other is The Klubot, who leads the majors with 84 2/3 innings pitched. Kluber 
has failed to record an out in the seventh inning in just two of his 12 starts thus far and leads the majors 
in innings per start, strikeout-to-walk ratio, and is third in ERA+ (behind Verlander and the NL’s Jacob 
deGrom). A month ago, I wrote that the presence of Kluber, a notorious slow starter, on these early-
season lists is bad news for his competition. Indeed, Kluber lowered his ERA by 16 points in May, 
dropped his DRA by almost half a run (most likely by significantly increasing his groundball rate on the 
month), and has allowed just two earned runs in his last four starts, totaling 26 1/3 innings. He’s just 
getting warmed up. 

3. Gerrit Cole, RHP, Astros (2) 
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2.05 ERA, 186 ERA+ (2.30 FIP, 1.37 DRA), 5.74 K/BB, 39.4 K%, 0.83 WHIP, 6.8 IP/GS, 11 GS 

Cole struck out 16 Diamondbacks in a one-hit shutout to open the month of May. That was his seventh 
start of the season, five of which saw Cole reach double digits in strikeouts, and only one of which saw 
him allow more than two runs or fail to complete the seventh inning. Since, then, however, Cole has 
made four more starts without another double-digit strikeout total, only once lasting past the sixth 
inning, and twice allowing more than two runs in a game. He hasn’t been bad, but he has been relatively 
ordinary. Over his last three starts, he has a 4.00 ERA with four home runs allowed, a pedestrian 3.29 
strikeout-to-walk ratio, and has averaged just six innings per start. That doesn’t look like a luck-based 
correction. Cole is missing fewer bats and giving up harder contact. Is that evidence of the league 
adjusting to Cole, or Cole regressing on his own? His June performance may provide the answer. 

4. Chris Sale, LHP, Red Sox 

2.76 ERA, 161 ERA+ (2.94 FIP, 2.47 DRA), 5.20 K/BB, 34.8 K%, 0.96 WHIP, 6.3 IP/GS, 12 GS 

There are three tiers in this AL Cy Young race. Verlander is way out in front on his own. Cole and Kluber 
are tightly bunched behind him, then there’s a gap and a scrum of five pitchers — only two of whom fit 
on this top-five list. Sale, who has never finished lower than sixth in the Cy Young voting as a major 
league starter and finished in the top five in each of the last five years, is just barely the best of that 
bunch. He’d be sitting far more comfortably in this spot had he not turned in a true stinker against the 
Braves his last time out, allowing six runs, all earned, in 4 1/3 innings. Sale had a 2.17 ERA after 11 starts, 
which bests where the other four pitchers in this group stood after 11 starts, and even after that 
unfortunate 12th outing, he still bests them all in strikeout percentage, strikeout-to-walk ratio, WHIP, 
and DRA. 

5. Luis Severino, RHP, Yankees 

2.31 ERA, 187 ERA+ (2.27 FIP, 2.84 DRA), 4.38 K/BB, 30.3 K%, 0.97 WHIP, 6.5 IP/GS, 12 GS 

Severino just edges Charlie Morton, James Paxton and Trevor Bauer for the final spot on this list. The 
third-place finisher in last year’s AL Cy Young voting, the 24-year-old has been even better thus far this 
year, cutting his home-run rate in half, shaving nearly 70 points off his ERA, and working deeper into 
games. In terms of his pitch selection, Severino is making slightly more use of his breaking stuff and 
throwing his four-seamer a half a mile per hour faster, on average, per BrooksBaseball.net. The results 
have included an active streak of nine straight quality starts, during which he has posted a 1.95 ERA. 
Included in that streak was a five-hit, 10-strikeout shutout of the defending champion Astros back on 
May 2, his first major league complete game. 

Off the list: Sean Manaea, Rick Porcello 

National League 

1. Max Scherzer, RHP, Nationals (1) 

1.92 ERA, 206 ERA+ (1.95 FIP, 1.39 DRA), 6.32 K/BB, 38.2 K%, 0.85 WHIP, 6.6 IP/GS, 12 GS 
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Scherzer is in hot pursuit of his third-straight Cy Young award and fourth overall. Only Greg Maddux (4), 
Steve Carlton (4), Randy Johnson (5) and Roger Clemens (7) have won four Cy Youngs, and only Maddux 
and Johnson have won three in a row (both ultimately won four in a row). True, Jacob deGrom leads the 
NL in run prevention by a significant distance, but Max Scherzer has out-pitched deGrom, and every 
other NL starter, in every other way and is second in the league in both ERA and ERA+. Scherzer 
absolutely dominated the Orioles Wednesday night, limiting them to three baserunners over eight 
innings while striking out 12. That was his eighth double-digit strikeout game on the season in just 12 
starts, which is by far the most in the majors this season (Cole is second with five) and puts Scherzer on 
pace to challenge the all-time record of 23 such games in a single season set by Nolan Ryan in 1973 and 
tied in three consecutive years by Randy Johnson from 1999 to 2001. 

2. Jacob deGrom, RHP, Mets (3) 

1.52 ERA, 249 ERA+ (2.12 FIP, 2.11 DRA), 4.47 K/BB, 32.8 K%, 1.01 WHIP, 5.9 IP/GS, 11 GS 

Despite hyperextending his pitching elbow while swinging the bat early in his May 2 start, spending 10 
days on the disabled list, then getting pulled after just one inning in his next start due to a rain delay and 
a high pitch count (it took him 45 pitches to walk the bases loaded then strand all three runners), 
deGrom has been the stingiest pitcher in baseball since mid-April. He has allowed just two runs in his 
last seven starts, including those two abbreviated ones, spanning 40 1/3 innings from April 21 through 
May 28, lasting at least seven innings in each of his five non-abbreviated turns. Amazingly, the Mets 
have won just two of those games as they have averaged a mere 2.4 runs scored per game over 
deGrom’s last seven starts. That’s one reason you won’t find pitchers’ wins and losses in this column. 

3. Aaron Nola, RHP, Phillies 

2.27 ERA, 171 ERA+ (2.72 FIP, 2.32 DRA), 3.94 K/BB, 24.6 K%, 0.98 WHIP, 6.5 IP/GS, 11 GS 

Remember when everyone was up in arms about Gabe Kapler pulling Nola after just 68 pitches on 
Opening Day? It’s easy now to see that Kapler was just easing his 24-year-old ace into the season. Nola, 
who set career highs with 168 innings and 27 starts last year, threw 87 pitches his second time out and 
has averaged 100 pitches per start over his nine turns since then with a high of 113 pitches on Saturday 
in a 10-strikeout performance against the Blue Jays. The reins are off now, and Nola is dealing, averaging 
more than 6 2/3 innings per start over his last nine turns, posting a 1.91 ERA in May, and reaching 
double digits in strikeouts in two of his last four starts, matching his career total in double-digit strikeout 
games coming into the year. Next up: going head-to-head with Clayton Kershaw at Dodger Stadium in 
the great lefty’s return from the disabled list on Thursday, then Nola’s 25th birthday on Monday. 

4. Patrick Corbin, LHP, Diamondbacks (2) 

2.99 ERA, 142 ERA+ (3.16 FIP, 2.69 DRA), 4.90 K/BB, 33.1 K%, 0.94 WHIP, 6.3 IP/GS, 12 GS 

Corbin struck out 39.3 percent of the batters he faced in April, posting a 2.25 ERA on the month. But as 
soon as the calendar flipped to May, he suddenly and mysteriously lost more than two miles per hour 
off his fastball. Corbin averaged 92.9 mph on his four-seamer in April, but that dropped to 90.3 mph in 
May. Similarly, his sinker decelerated from 92.5 mph in April to 90.5 mph in May. 



June 1, 2018  Page 27 of 50 
 

Corbin has largely been able to endure the lost velocity, posting a 2.76 ERA in his first five starts in May 
and striking out 10 Reds against just one walk on Wednesday night. Still, there are reasons for the D-
Backs to be concerned. He showed significant wildness in two of his first four starts on the month, 
walking four men in each and adding a wild pitch in the first and a hit batsman in the latter, and on 
Wednesday night, despite all those strikeouts, he gave up a season-high six runs. 

One thing that’s clearly not the cause of the velocity drop is workload, as the Diamondbacks appear to 
be keeping Corbin on a strict 100-pitch limit. Corbin has yet to throw a 101st pitch this season, not even 
in his complete game one-hitter against the Giants in April, which required exactly 100 pitches. As a 
result, inefficiency has led to him getting hooked before the end of the sixth inning four times this 
season. Combine that strict pitch limit with two of his least effective outings of the year, and just one of 
Corbin’s last five starts has been quality. He may not be long for this list. 

5. Miles Mikolas, RHP, Cardinals 

2.58 ERA, 148 ERA+ (3.15 FIP, 3.12 DRA), 7.29 K/BB, 19.5 K%, 0.98 WHIP, 6.6 IP/GS, 10 GS 

Mikolas is one of the better stories in a season chock-full of them. A seventh-round pick of the Padres 
out of Florida’s Nova Southeastern University in 2009, Mikolas climbed the minor league ladder as a 
reliever, threw 32 1/3 league-average innings for San Diego in 2012, spent most of 2013 as the 
organization’s Triple-A closer, then converted to starting in 2014 after being traded twice in the 
offseason and landing in the Rangers’ organization. Released by Texas after posting a 6.44 ERA in 10 
starts in ’14, Mikolas signed with the Yomiuri Giants and posted a 2.18 ERA and 5.48 strikeout-to-walk 
ratio over 62 starts in Nippon Professional Baseball from 2015 to ’17. This winter, he returned to the 
states via a two-year, $15.5 million contract with the Cardinals, and, since breaking back in with a couple 
of four-run outings against the Brewers, he has posted a 1.82 ERA over his last eight starts, including a 
four-hit, nine-strikeout shutout of the Royals on May 21. On the season, the now-29-year-old righty 
leads the NL in strikeout-to-walk ratio and innings per start and just barely edges a handful of rivals for 
this final spot in my rankings, among them Nationals Stephen Strasburg and Gio Gonzalez, newly re-
injured Met Noah Syndergaard, the relentless Jake Arrieta, and Mikolas’ own injured rotation-mate 
Carlos Martínez. 

Off the list: Johnny Cueto, Carlos Martínez 

Rookie of the Year 

American League 

1. Shohei Ohtani, RHP/DH, Angels (1) 

3.18 ERA, 130 ERA+ (3.23 FIP, 2.61 DRA), 3.35 K/BB, 31.3 K%, 1.08 WHIP, 5.7 IP/GS, 8 GS 

.291/.376/.553 (154 OPS+), .393 xwOBA, 6 HR, 14 BB, 30 K, 117 PA 

Ohtani has arguably been the second-best rookie pitcher and the second-best rookie hitter in the majors 
this season (after the Dodgers’ Walker Buehler, who will make his eighth start of the season on 
Saturday, and the Yankees’ Gleyber Torres, who entered Tuesday with 117 PA). As a pitcher, he has five 
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quality starts in eight turns and only missed a sixth Wednesday night because of a rain delay after the 
fifth inning. In his four May starts, he has posted a 2.16 ERA. As a hitter, he was batting .309/.380/.588 
before going 0-for-9 against the Yankees over the weekend, though he did draw four walks in that 
series. Ohtani has made 27 starts at designated hitter this season and reached base in 25 of them. The 
23-year-old is already the first player since Don Drysdale in 1965 to appear in at least seven games as a 
pitcher and collect at least 57 total bases in a season — and we’re only one-third of the way through. 

2. Gleyber Torres, 2B, Yankees 

.319/.376/.593 (157 OPS+), .426 xwOBA 9 HR, 9 BB, 31 K, 126 PA 

The third-best prospect in baseball coming into the season, per Baseball Prospectus, the 21-year-old 
Torres made his major league debut on April 22, got his first major league hit on April 23, had his first 
multi-hit game on April 24, got his first extra-base hit (in another multi-hit game) on April 25, and hasn’t 
slowed down since. Heading into the final day of May, Torres had reached base in 21 of his last 22 starts. 
Over that stretch (which included one unsuccessful at-bat off the bench), he has hit .329/.386/.684 with 
nine home runs in 89 PA and a pair of walk-off hits: a three-run walk-off home run off Cleveland’s Dan 
Otero on May 6 and a walk-off single against Houston’s Brad Peacock on Tuesday night. Perhaps most 
impressively, there has been very little luck involved in his performance. Entering Wednesday night’s 
game, he ranked 10th in the majors among batters with at least 100 plate appearances in expected 
weighted on-base average (xwOBA), which estimates expected production based on the exit velocity 
and launch angle of a hitter’s balls in play. 

3. Miguel Andújar, 3B, Yankees (4) 

.290/.310/.494 (113+ OPS+), .359 xwOBA, 5 HR, 6 BB, 36 K, 17 2B, 184 PA 

Andújar may not walk very often, and the advanced metrics may not love his fielding, but the 23-year-
old does something every day that contributes positively to the Yankees’ cause. He has failed to reach 
base in just three of his 24 games thus far in May, and he drove in a run with a sac fly in one of the 
exceptions. Tuesday night, it was Andújar’s two-out double that set up Torres’ walk-off single, and that 
double was Andújar’s 17th of the season (and second of the game), tying him with José Ramírez and 
Francisco Lindor for sixth in the league, just three behind leader Kevin Pillar’s 20. Over his last nine 
games, Andújar is 12-for-34 (.353) with seven of those 12 hits going for extra bases. 

4. Joey Wendle, 2B, Rays (2) 

.283/.333/.407 (108 OPS+), .283 xwOBA, 2 HR, 11 BB, 32 K, 4 (80%), 159 PA 

Wendle went 19 plate appearances without reaching base as April turned to May, but he has 
successfully rebounded from that slump by hitting .298/.339/.404 in 62 PA since, adding his second 
home run of the season Tuesday night for good measure. An athletic 28-year-old platoon player who 
lacks both power and patience at the plate, Wendle is no threat to Ohtani or Torres in this race. Nor is 
he a threat to break out of his platoon — despite solid small-sample numbers against lefties — as long 
as his partners, Daniel Robertson and fellow rookie Christian Arroyo, remain hot at the plate. Still, all in 
all, he stands tall. 
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5. Ryan Yarbrough, LHP, Rays 

3.21 ERA, 125 ERA+ (3.75 FIP, 4.58 DRA), 3.07 K/BB, 22.1 K%, 1.09 WHIP, 4.0 IP/G, 47 2/3 IP 

A minor league starter, Yarbrough has emerged as an unofficial member of the Rays’ rotation, building 
up his innings and pitches every four or five days over the last month, but only twice doing it to start a 
game. In his last two appearances, Yarbrough followed newly minted Rays’ “opener” Sergio Romo with 
what would have been quality starts had he started the game but instead fall into the parameters of 
my new “qualified appearance” statistic for relief pitchers. Yarbrough leads the majors this year in that 
category with five qualified appearances on the season. In May, he posted a 2.54 ERA over five games 
(two of them starts) while averaging 5 2/3 innings pitched per appearance. In his last outing, he entered 
the game with two outs in the first, stranded a pair of runners inherited from Romo, then held the 
Orioles to one run over seven innings while striking out eight against no walks, throwing 105 pitches 
along the way. It might not be long before the 26-year-old lefty becomes an official part of the Rays’ 
rotation. 

Yarbrough just barely takes this final spot over Astros catcher Max Stassi (.303/.367/.562), who could 
reclaim it given the surge in playing time he is likely to see with Brian McCann hitting the disabled list 
with a knee issue. 

Off the list: Tyler Austin, Max Stassi 

National League 

1. Christian Villanueva, 3B, Padres (1) 

.236/.305/.547 (130+ OPS), .341 xwOBA, 14 HR, 12 BB, 52 K, 177 PA 

Villanueva homered in his first plate appearance in May, then went into a massive slump that lasted 
nearly half the month, a miserable 0-for-37 slide in which he drew just two walks. Fortunately for 
Villanueva, the Padres could afford to be patient, and he has since hit .261/.292/.652 with five home 
runs in his last 48 PA dating back to May 14. Not long after he broke the 0-fer, San Diego released 
veteran Chase Headley, reaffirming the 26-year-old Mexican as the team’s starting third baseman. 
However, Villanueva may have a more difficult time fending off his rival for the top spot on this list. 

2. Walker Buehler, RHP, Dodgers 

2.20 ERA, 174 ERA+ (2.14 FIP, 3.19 DRA), 5.33 K/BB, 30.0 K%, 0.90 WHIP, 5.9 IP/GS, 7 GS 

Called up on April 23 for what was supposed to be a spot start in place of the injured Rich Hill, Buehler, 
the fourth-best non-Ohtani pitching prospect coming into this season per Baseball America, quickly 
secured his place in the Dodgers’ rotation, and not just because of subsequent injuries to Hyun-jin Ryu, 
Clayton Kershaw, and (once again) Hill. Buehler worked five scoreless frames in his debut, allowed just 
two runs over 16 innings in his first three starts, and more recently has turned in a pair of one-run, 
seven-inning outings, neither of which required him to throw more than 93 pitches. There’s still some 
concern about how many innings the Dodgers can get out of a 23-year-old who had Tommy John 

https://theathletic.com/367878/2018/05/25/introducing-the-quality-appearance-for-relievers-baseball-needs-a-new-stat-to-reflect-the-changing-game/
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surgery in August 2015 and threw just 98 innings last year, but there doesn’t seem to be much cause for 
concern about the quality of the innings they do get. 

3. Brian Anderson, RF/3B, Marlins (4) 

.283/.361/.385 (114 OPS+), .359 xwOBA, 2 HR, 20 BB, 47 K, 230 PA 

When Anderson was bumped from third base to right field by the return of Martín Prado in late April, I 
thought it was the beginning of the end of his time in these rankings, if not the Marlins lineup entirely. 
However, I both underestimated Anderson and overestimated the alternatives both for the Marlins and 
on this list. In an almost exact match of Wendle’s post-slump performance, Anderson has hit 
.303/.348/.394 in May and continues to play every day, primarily in right field, for the Fish, while his 
rivals, including Prado, have either struggled, landed on the disabled list, or both. 

4. Caleb Smith, LHP, Marlins 

3.51 ERA, 103 ERA+ (3.20 FIP, 3.37 DRA), 2.65 K/BB, 29.9 K%, 1.15 WHIP, 5.1 IP/GS, 11 GS 

Smith didn’t seem likely to get much of a major league opportunity when he was in the Yankees’ 
pitching-rich farm system. Fortunately, he busted out of that prison via a November trade that sent him 
and first baseman Garrett Cooper to Miami for righty non-prospect Michael King and international 
spending money earmarked, but never used, for Ohtani. With the talent-starved Marlins, Smith started 
the second game of the season for the major league club and, over the last month, has emerged as a 
pitcher who deserved the opportunity. Over his last seven starts dating back to April 22, Smith has 
posted a 2.21 ERA, 4.27 K/BB, and 0.84 WHIP while striking out 30.7 percent of the batters he has faced. 

5. Jack Flaherty, RHP, Cardinals 

2.15 ERA, 180 ERA+ (3.25 FIP, 3.42 DRA), 3.44 K/BB, 27.7 K%, 1.02 WHIP, 5.9 IP/GS, 5 GS 

Drafted 34th overall in 2014 with the compensation pick received when Carlos Beltrán signed with the 
Yankees, Flaherty is making the most of his third crack at the Cardinals’ rotation. He struggled when 
initially called up last September and had mixed results in a pair of spot starts in April, but since 
replacing the injured Carlos Martínez on May 15, he has posted a 1.40 ERA in three starts, striking out 20 
against just four walks in 19 1/3 innings. Still, with Alex Reyes having returned from Tommy John surgery 
on Wednesday, and Martínez possibly ready to be activated as early as next week, Flaherty will have to 
fight to keep his spot in the suddenly crowded Cardinals’ rotation. 

For those looking for Ronald Acuña Jr., who hit .265/326/.453 in 129 major league plate appearances 
before spraining his knee on Sunday and landing on the disabled list, the game’s top prospect just 
missed the top five here, but he and fellow outfield prospects Juan Soto of the Nationals and Austin 
Meadows of the Pirates remain strong contenders to crack this list going forward. 

Off the list: Joey Lucchesi, Colin Moran, Adam Cimber 
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          FROM MLB.COM        

These 10 players could be first-time All-Stars 

By Anthony Castrovince 

You might have noticed the All-Star ballot has launched later than in recent years, and this is a 
welcomed change for those of us who prefer this part of the polling not be merely a celebration of 
awesome Aprils but rather a representative of a bigger, more statistically stable picture. 

The later release has allowed for teams to adjust their positional offerings to account for the realities 
presented by injuries and the unexpected, and it has allowed us discerning voters a little more time to 
properly evaluate our options. 

Now that the MLB.com ballot is open for business online and on your mobile devices (fans can vote for 
All-Star starters up to 35 times, including a maximum of five ballots cast in any 24-hour period), there is 
plenty to consider among the candidates. We'll have ample opportunity in the coming weeks to really 
dig into the nitty gritty of who is most deserving at which spot for the July 17 All-Star Game presented 
by Mastercard at Nationals Park, and which guys maybe aren't getting the kind of love their seasons 
merit. 

But for right now, in this first flash of voting, here's a look at 10 players on the ballot who have never 
been All-Stars but stand a decent shot this time around. 

Francisco Cervelli (Pirates), National League catcher 
There are equally strong statistical arguments to be made for fellow would-be first-timers J.T. 
Realmuto of the Marlins and Willson Contreras of the Cubs to potentially unseat Buster Poseyhere, but 
Cervelli sticks out as a 32-year-old who has long been considered a dependable defensive catcher and 
suddenly made an offensive leap here in 2018. He's turned in an OPS (.936) well north of his career 
norm (.747) by drastically cutting down on ground balls and increasing his percentage of fly balls, and 
he's a big reason why the Buccos are surprisingly above .500. 

Mitch Moreland (Red Sox), American League first base 
The AL's first-base ballot isn't exactly overflowing with deserving candidates, and Moreland only became 
the Sox's regular starter at first when Hanley Ramirez was designated for assignment. But the 32-year-
old Moreland does have a .302/.368/.612 slash through 41 games, so he's worth a look in a weak field 
overall. 

Ozzie Albies (Braves), NL second base 
Where did the Braves come from? And where did this kid come from? Not that Albies didn't give us a 
window into his talent at the tail end of 2017, but his power production has been a real revelation this 
season. A guy who homered just 16 times in 390 career Minor League games has cranked out one of the 
highest extra-base hit totals in the big leagues. There are other NL second basemen with equally strong 
statistical arguments. The Reds' Scooter Gennett is off to a sizzling start and has never been an All-Star, 
and two-time All-Star Asdrubal Cabrera of the Mets is playing well. But Albies has been one of the best 
stories on one of baseball's biggest surprise squads, and that's what the All-Star Game ought to 
represent. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/465041/francisco-cervelli
http://m.mlb.com/player/592663/jt-realmuto
http://m.mlb.com/player/592663/jt-realmuto
http://m.mlb.com/player/575929/willson-contreras
http://m.mlb.com/player/457763/buster-posey
http://m.mlb.com/player/519048/mitch-moreland
http://m.mlb.com/player/434670/hanley-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/645277/ozzie-albies
http://m.mlb.com/player/571697/scooter-gennett
http://m.mlb.com/player/452678/asdrubal-cabrera
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Gleyber Torres (Yankees) and/or Jed Lowrie (A's), AL second base 
A certain reigning AL MVP lords over this position, but if for some reason you don't vote for Jose Altuve, 
either of these guys has a compelling case -- even though they are on opposite ends of the spectrum in 
terms of career arcs. Torres is the hot young prospect who has performed miles beyond his experience 
and made a big impact in a small sample, earning AL Player of the Week honors last week. Lowrie is a 
34-year-old who has bounced around with a few different clubs and generally struggled to stay healthy 
enough to build on a solid offensive profile. But this year he's given the A's a big boost with his 
.299/.362/.493 slash line. 

Trea Turner (Nationals), NL shortstop 
Whereas the AL shortstop field is overloaded with quality candidates, the NL side is still waiting for 
somebody to step up, especially with Corey Seager and Paul DeJong on the shelf. Turner right now has 
as good a case as anybody, especially with the All-Star Game taking place in his Major League 
"hometown." He's given the Nats speed and defense and, perhaps most importantly, health. Beyond 
Turner, other first-timers like Chris Taylor (who replaced Seager on the ballot) and Trevor Story offer 
arguments. 

Eugenio Suarez (Reds), NL third base 
It's hard to imagine Suarez outpacing either Kris Bryant or Nolan Arenado in the vote totals, but he's 
hanging with them statistically. Suarez missed some time early in the year with a fractured thumb, but 
that hasn't disrupted him from building off his 2017 breakout with a .982 OPS and NL-high 43 RBIs in his 
first 40 games this year. 

The Brewers' Travis Shaw is another guy searching for his first All-Star appearance at this position while 
powering the Brew Crew to the top of the NL Central standings. 

Nick Markakis (Braves) and Tommy Pham (Cardinals), NL outfield 
Mike Trout, Mookie Betts and Aaron Judge simply aren't going to offer much room for opportunity for 
the likes of Mitch Haniger, Nomar Mazara and Andrew Benintendi to get voted into their first All-Star 
Game (there's always the bench, fellas). But in the NL, even when we assume Bryce Harperseals a spot 
on his home turf, the door could be open for these dudes. Jerry Crasnick of ESPN pointed out that 
Markakis is about to become the first player since World War II to have 2,000 career hits, 400 doubles 
and 1,000 runs (he was at 999 entering Friday) without making an All-Star team. But in a 2018 season in 
which the 34-year-old is on pace for his highest homer total in a decade while getting on base at north 
of a .400 clip, he's due for a boost at the online ballot box.  

And while Pham isn't quite up to the standard of his unexpected .306/.411/.520 slash in a breakout 
2017, his standout stats over the last calendar year are worth rewarding. Pham, who is slashing 
.269/.368/.469 this season, came up too late to catch up in the All-Star bidding a year ago, so this would 
be an overdue honor. 

Shohei Ohtani (Angels), AL designated hitter 
This … could get interesting. By rights, this spot should go to J.D. Martinez, who had more than 100 
more at-bats and better numbers (1.030 OPS) than Ohtani (.929 OPS) as of Thursday. But if you're so 
swept up in the Shohei circus that you can't stop yourself from voting for him and keeping the dream of 
him both hitting and pitching in the Midsummer Classic alive, well, who could really blame you? 
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Fans may cast votes for starters at MLB.com and all 30 club sites -- on computers, tablets and 
smartphones -- exclusively online using the 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot until Thursday, July 
5, at 11:59 p.m. ET. On smartphones and tablets, fans can also access the ballot via the MLB At Bat and 
MLB Ballpark mobile apps. Vote up to five times in any 24-hour period for a maximum of 35 ballots cast. 

 Following the announcement of this year's All-Star starters, reserves and pitchers, fans should return to 
MLB.com and cast their 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Final Vote for the final player on each 
league's roster. Then on Tuesday, July 17, while watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by 
Mastercard live on FOX, fans may visit MLB.com to submit their choices for the Ted Williams Most 
Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 MLB All-Star Game MVP Vote. 

The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, DC, will be televised nationally by FOX 
Sports; in Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. 
FOX Deportes will provide Spanish language coverage in the United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN 
Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, 
MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. For more information 
about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, please visit AllStarGame.comand follow @MLB and 
@AllStarGame on social media. 

 

MLB Draft: One “what if” for every club* 

Looking at 'the one who got away' for all 30 clubs 

By Chad Thornburg 

In advance of the MLB Draft, MLB.com is taking a look back at each club's Draft history and revisiting 
stories of players who were originally selected by one team but didn't sign, ultimately blossoming with 
another.  

Below is a look at the most notable Draft "what ifs" for all 30 Major League clubs: 

American League West 

Angels: Buster Posey, 50th round, 2005 
Even before he converted to catcher, the Angels recognized the great baseball mind that has made 
Posey one of the game's top backstops. The Angels took Posey, then a right-handed pitcher, in the 50th 
and final round of the 2005 Draft, but knew he was unlikely to sign due to his commitment to Florida 
State University.   

Astros: Jason Varitek, 23rd round, 1990 
The Astros made a six-figure offer to Varitek well exceeding his status as a 23rd-rounder in 1990 in 
hopes of luring the catcher out of his commitment to Georgia Tech. Had it been successful, Houston may 
have never traded for Brad Ausmus, who went on to catch more games than any other player in 
franchise history.   

https://www.mlb.com/all-star/ballot
http://m.mlb.com/all-star-game/
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Athletics: Aaron Judge, 31st round, 2010 
As a prep prospect out of Linden, Calif., in 2010, Judge hadn't yet displayed the power that's turned him 
into a big league star. Still, he was on the professional radar as the A's 31st-round pick before continuing 
his development at Fresno State.  

Mariners: Barry Zito, 59th round, 1996 
In what was a pitcher-heavy Draft for the Mariners in 1996 -- Seattle selected 34 pitchers overall, 
including its first five selections that year -- only first-round pick Gil Meche (147 games for the Mariners 
over six seasons) appeared in more than 18 Major League games for them. Take the 2001 Mariners -- 
who won an MLB-record 116 games -- and add Zito, who posted a 3.17 ERA for the A's from 2001-03 and 
won an AL Cy Young Award in the process. It just wasn't meant to be.  

Rangers: Barry Zito, third round, 1998 
The Rangers were one of two American League West teams -- along with the Mariners -- that drafted 
Zito before he eventually went pro as a first-round pick of the A's in 1999. Had either team been 
successful, it may have changed the shape of the division for much of the next decade.  

*Article cut to only include AL-West related material.  

 

Tigers ride 5-run 1st to series win over Angels 

By Jason Beck 

DETROIT -- The Tigers' Rally Goose is no longer at Comerica Park after its run-in with a scoreboard 
Wednesday night, but the Tigers found a suitable stand-in. 

As Detroit batted around on Angels left-hander Andrew Heaney in a five-run first inning to take early 
control Thursday afternoon, someone had put a plastic goose on the railing of the Tigers' dugout. It was 
sitting above catcher James McCann's locker after the club's 6-2 win. 

"Some good outdoor stores around here," he said. 

"I thought [the umpires] were going to kick it off the fence, to tell you the truth," manager Ron 
Gardenhire said. 

In the case of the Rally Goose, much like the roster, the Tigers keep rolling with fill-ins. On a day when 
Detroit lost third baseman Jeimer Candelario and starting pitcher Ryan Carpenter minutes apart to 
injuries, and already were without Jose Iglesias, Leonys Martin and others, they made relatively simple 
work of a series win over an Angels club that has the AL's second-best road record at 18-10. 

The Tigers took three of four from the Angels for their first series win in the rivalry since 2014, and have 
won six of their last eight games to climb back into second place in the American League Central. They 
hope to have Miguel Cabrera back from the disabled list on Friday, but none of their many injuries seem 
to doom them. 
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"That speaks to the tone of the clubhouse," said Nicholas Castellanos, whose second consecutive three-
hit game helped fuel the offense. "We're not playing for the names on the back of our jersey. We're 
playing for the 'D' on the front of it. Nobody in here wants to lose. Nobody in here is in this locker room 
for themselves. We want to win and I think that's showing." 

They continue to show fight late in games, but their big first inning Thursday put them in the position to 
hold off a rally. 

Detroit soared in front early with back-to-back doubles from Castellanos and Candelario before John 
Hicks' RBI single began a string of four consecutive Tigers reaching base safely with two outs. That 
included Ronny Rodriguez, who was called up from Triple-A Toledo on Wednesday night after hitting for 
the cycle. He barely missed a three-run homer on a drive that veered foul down the left-field line, but his 
chopper on a 1-2 pitch left third baseman Jefry Marte with no play. 

That loaded the bases for Victor Reyes, who hit Heaney's next pitch deep into the gap in left-center 
field, clearing the bases as former Tigers left fielder Justin Upton gave chase. Reyes, who started the 
season 3-for-31 as Gardenhire struggled to find playing time for him, went 3-for-4 with a stolen base and 
a diving catch, falling a home run shy of the cycle. 

"Injuries played a part in it today, but the more at-bats he gets, he's going to be comfortable," 
Gardenhire said. "Hopefully he is comfortable, because he put some real nice swings up there today." 

Heaney (2-4) held the Tigers scoreless on three singles over four innings after the big opening frame, but 
the lead stood up even after a couple of Tigers were knocked out. Candelario left after taking a Heaney 
pitch off his left hand in the fourth inning, moments before starter Carpenter left with a right oblique 
strain following Jose Briceno's leadoff homer in the fifth. Warwick Saupold (3-1) tossed two perfect 
innings in relief for the win. 

Though Ian Kinsler continued to torment his old club, Mike Trout went 1-for-4 with two strikeouts, 
finishing a 4-for-16 series. His eighth-inning single marked just his second RBI of the series. Upton went 
1-for-16 with 10 strikeouts, six of them called third strikes. Detroit did all of this despite none of their 
starters making it through six innings. 

"The big thing was we just mixed," McCann said. "We didn't repeat patterns. We kept guys off balance. 
Three out of the four days, we just did a good job of mixing." 

SOUND SMART 
Rodriguez became the first Tiger to have a multihit game in his Major League debut since JaCoby 
Jones had two hits on Aug. 30, 2016. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Dr. Catherine Roach, the veterinarian and Tigers season-ticket holder who rescued the goose 
Wednesday night, threw out Thursday's ceremonial first pitch. She told Fox Sports Detroit that the 
goose has been taken to Michigan State University for observation before hopefully being released in 
the next day or two.  
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HE SAID IT 
"You've got to get used to it. Over here, we have some fun." 
-- Candelario, on the plastic goose 

UP NEXT 
The Tigers hope to have Cabrera back from the disabled list when they begin a three-game series against 
the Blue Jays with a 7:10 p.m. ET game Friday at Comerica Park. Cabrera, out since May 4 with a right 
hamstring strain, will work out before the game in hopes of being cleared to return. Blaine Hardy (1-0, 
2.70) will make his fourth start, hoping to build on his seven innings of one-run ball last Sunday against 
the White Sox. Jaime Garcia will start for Toronto. 

 

          FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Reyes’ 3-run triple helps Tigers beat Angels 6-2 

DETROIT -- Ronny Rodriguez had a memorable major league debut, hitting singles, scoring a run and 
making plays at second and third base to help the Detroit Tigers beat the Los Angeles Angels 6-2 
Thursday. 

"Amazing day," Rodriguez said in front of his locker stall under a generic name plate and next to his 
suitcase. "I've been waiting for this the last eight years. It's a dream come true." 

The Tigers called the 26-year-old Dominican infielder on Wednesday night after he hit for the cycle, 
playing for the Triple-A Toledo Mud Hens at Syracuse. 

He woke up at 4 a.m. Thursday in New York to fly to Detroit, where his mother and girlfriend were 
among his fans in the stands. 

"He won't ever forget it," Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire said. 

Victor Reyes hit a three-run triple in the five-run first, and the Rule 5 draft pick from Arizona had his first 
multihit game. He entered the game hitting just .139 while playing sparingly. 

"I've got to get him more at-bats," Gardenhire said. 

Detroit starter Ryan Carpenter was on pace to pick up his first career victory, but left the game after four 
innings with an oblique strain and was sent to the disabled list after the game. 

Warwick Saupold (3-1) replaced Carpenter and pitched two perfect innings. Carpenter gave up one run 
and five hits. 

Andrew Heaney (2-4) allowed five runs and eight hits over five innings. He had given up a total of six 
runs over his previous six starts. 
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"They punched me in the mouth, and it took me too long to make adjustments," Heaney said. "They 
know I like to attack the strike zone, and they were really aggressive early in the count." 

The Tigers set themselves up to win the four-game series by roughing up Heaney in the first inning. 

"Gardy has all those guys playing hard, which has always been a trademark of his clubs," manager Mike 
Scioscia said. "They do things right. They're fundamentally sound. For any young player to be in that 
environment, you're going to reap some benefits from it down the road." 

Jeimer Candelario hit an RBI double, John Hicks drove in a run with a single and Reyes' triple later 
cleared the bases to make it 5-0. 

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE 

Jose Briceno hit a solo homer in the fifth and Mike Trout hit an RBI single in the eighth, pulling the 
Angels within four. 

"We got some guys on base, but we were never able to do anything about it," Sciosica said. "Give them 
a lot of credit because they didn't give us many great looks when we had men on base." 

WHAT'S GOOD FOR THE GOOSE 

The Tigers had a goose decoy in their dugout and Dr. Catherine Roach to throw out the ceremonial first 
pitch . The veterinarian helped a real goose get out of the ballpark safely during a game the previous 
night. 

STICKING TO THE PLAN 

Shohei Ohtani was not used as a hitter in the series finale, following the Angels' plan to usually let him 
rest the day before or after he pitches. He allowed one run and three hits in five innings Wednesday 
night. 

"We're trying to err on the side of caution," Sciosica said. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: Zack Cozart (forearm tightness) was a late scratch from the lineup on Wednesday and Sciosica 
said the infielder felt a little better Thursday morning. 

"I hope it's not serious," Sciosica said. 

RHP Blake Wood, who had elbow surgery Wednesday, is expected to be out for 12 to 14 months. 

Tigers: Slugger Miguel Cabrera may play Friday night at home against Toronto after missing nearly a 
month with a strained right hamstring. 

"There's a good chance he'll be activated," Gardenhire said. 
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BEHIND THE PLATE 

Home plate umpire Marty Foster's facemask was hit by a foul ball in the third inning, stunning him and 
sending him to a knee. After being evaluated on the field and staying in the game, he walked off the 
field and toward the umpires' dressing room a few innings later. Greg Gibson went from second base to 
working behind the plate. 

UP NEXT 

Angels RHP Jaime Barria (4-1) and Texas RHP Bartolo Colon (2-2) are scheduled to be on the mound 
Friday night when Los Angeles returns home. 

Tigers LHP Blaine Hardy (1-0) and Blue Jays LHP Jaime Garcia (2-3) are the probable pitchers Friday night 
in Detroit. 

 

          FROM ESPN.COM        

Still-too-early MLB All-Star rosters 

By David Schoenfield 

It's hard to believe, but we're a third of the way through the season, which means it's time for my 
annual still-too-early All-Star picks! (Think this is early? Well, we made our way-too-early picks in 
February!) 

This is a fun exercise because I try to replicate the actual selection process and predict who will make 
the All-Star teams. Warning: The American League team is going to be a hot mess. As I went through a 
rough outline of starters and reserves, I came up with 29 automatic selections, not including a couple of 
other players I wanted to include. The problem: Five teams didn't have a representative, and there are 
only 32 roster spots. Square pegs, round holes. 

The National League was a little easier, with fewer must-have guys, plus no DH to take up two roster 
spots. Let's start there, keeping in mind the All-Star roster rules: 

1. 32-man rosters 

2. Rosters include 20 position players and 12 pitchers 

3. Each team must be represented 

4. Fans select the position player starters 

5. The players vote for the backups at each position, five starting pitchers and three relievers 

6. The commissioner fills out the remaining slots 
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National League starters 

C -- Buster Posey, Giants. He has started the past three All-Star Games, and though he isn't having the 
best season among NL catchers, I believe the fans will give him the nod once again. 

1B -- Freddie Freeman, Braves. This is usually a loaded position, but Paul Goldschmidt and Anthony 
Rizzo are off to terrible starts, Joey Votto's power numbers are down and Cody Bellinger hasn't 
produced like last season. It's Freeman or Brandon Belt, but I'll go with Freeman earning his first All-Star 
start. 

2B -- Ozzie Albies, Braves. He leads the NL in extra-base hits, and the way he runs, he looks like a future 
star in his first full season. 

3B -- Nolan Arenado, Rockies. Lots of options here, but Arenado won the fan vote last year, so let's go 
with him again. 

SS -- Trea Turner, Nationals. He has been healthy and good, and he'll draw the start in front of the 
hometown fans. 

OF -- Bryce Harper, Nationals. You can debate whether he deserves to start, but he'll get his fourth 
straight starting nod and fifth in six seasons. 

OF -- Charlie Blackmon, Rockies. He hasn't been putting up the dominant numbers he did in 2017 -- his 
Baseball-Reference WAR is just 0.1 -- but the fans voted for him last year. 

OF -- Odubel Herrera, Phillies. He deserves the start on merit and could be the first Phillies starter 
since Chase Utley in 2014. 

My biggest concern with this starting eight is that it includes no Cubs, who should be helped in the 
voting by their fan base. But no Cubs started in 2017, so maybe that will happen again. 

National League reserves 

C -- Francisco Cervelli, Pirates; J.T. Realmuto, Marlins 

1B -- Brandon Belt, Giants 

2B -- Scooter Gennett, Reds; Javier Baez, Cubs 

3B -- Kris Bryant, Cubs; Travis Shaw, Brewers; Eugenio Suarez, Reds 

OF -- Nick Markakis, Braves; Lorenzo Cain, Brewers; Tommy Pham, Cardinals 

Cervelli and Realmuto both make it on merit, ranking in the top 20 in the NL in WAR. ... Belt is having a 
huge season, ranking third to Arenado and Freeman in wOBA and first in the park-adjusted RC+. ... 
Gennett is proving that 2017 wasn't a fluke and is up to .347/.381/.559. ... Baez was my final selection to 
the roster thanks to his power and defense. Cesar Hernandez or a fourth outfielder would be a 
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possibility as well. ... I have three backup third basemen, but all three deserve to go, and I can start 
Bryant at DH. Shaw is top-10 in WAR on both FanGraphs and Baseball-Reference, and Suarez has 
monster numbers despite missing time, with 41 RBIs in 38 games. 

The outfield was a little tougher. At 34, Markakis is having a career season and could be heading to his 
first All-Star Game. ... I love the all-around play that Cain and Pham offer. Cain has suddenly decided to 
walk more than ever, boosting his walk rate from 8.4 percent last year (which was a career high) to 14.9 
percent. Plus, we know about his defense, which is still excellent at age 32. ... Pham had a breakout 2017 
and is following with an All-Star-level campaign. ... Kyle Schwarber and Starling Marte are possibilities 
here, and A.J. Pollocklooked like a lock before his injury. 

National League pitching staff 

SP -- Max Scherzer, Nationals 

SP -- Jacob deGrom, Mets 

SP -- Aaron Nola, Phillies 

SP -- Gio Gonzalez, Nationals 

SP -- Patrick Corbin, Diamondbacks 

SP -- Stephen Strasburg, Nationals 

SP -- Jake Arrieta, Phillies. The veteran gets the edge in a tight race with Cardinals rookie Miles Mikolas. 

RP -- Josh Hader, Brewers 

RP -- Sean Doolittle, Nationals 

RP -- Adam Ottavino, Rockies 

RP -- Kenley Jansen, Dodgers 

RP -- Brad Hand, Padres 

The first five starting pitchers were pretty easy selections, and as good as deGrom has been, I have to 
give the start to Scherzer in his home park. ... For the final two starters, you could pick from half a dozen 
candidates. I originally went with Strasburg and Noah Syndergaard, going with the idea that they're 
legitimate starts as opposed to somebody having a good three-month run. ... But Syndergaard just 
landed on the DL, which takes him out of contention (for now). ... Same issue with Clayton Kershaw, 
who has made seven starts but currently resides on the DL. ... In the bullpen, I went with Hader, 
Doolittle and Ottavino as the automatic selections, though there's no guarantee the players will vote in a 
setup guy such as Ottavino ahead of a closer such as teammate Wade Davis, who leads the NL in saves. 
... Jansen and Hand fill out the roster, giving us reps from the Dodgers and Padres, though they're 
certainly more than token All-Stars and Jansen has turned things around after a bad April. 
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American League starters 

C -- Gary Sanchez, Yankees. The fans have voted Salvador Perez the starter the past four All-Star Games, 
but I think Sanchez beats him this year, even though he hasn't been tearing it up at the plate. 

1B -- Mitch Moreland, Red Sox. First base in the AL has been a complete and utter disaster. Moreland 
and Jose Abreu are the only two having good seasons, and Moreland wasn't a full-time starter until 
Hanley Ramirez was designated for assignment. I have no idea who starts; maybe Miguel 
Cabrera or Albert Pujols will win on a legacy vote or something, but I'll predict Red Sox fans win. 

2B -- Jose Altuve, Astros. The power is down from the past couple of seasons, but that recent 10-for-10 
streak boosted his average well above .300. 

3B -- Jose Ramirez, Indians. This has been a loaded position the past few seasons, but Ramirez is the 
easy call this year. 

SS -- Carlos Correa, Astros. Oh, boy. Correa isn't putting up the numbers of Manny Machado or Francisco 
Lindor, and he doesn't play defense like Andrelton Simmons, but I think that World Series momentum 
and a larger fan base than that of the O's or Indians will win him the starting nod. 

OF -- Mike Trout, Angels. Easy. 

OF -- Mookie Betts, Red Sox. Easy. 

OF -- Aaron Judge, Yankees. Easy. 

DH -- J.D. Martinez, Red Sox. Martinez should win the vote, but if Shohei Ohtani is included here on the 
ballot, it could make things interesting. 

American League reserves 

C -- Wilson Ramos, Rays 

1B -- Jose Abreu, White Sox 

2B -- Jed Lowrie, A's 

3B -- Mike Moustakas, Royals 

SS -- Manny Machado, Orioles; Francisco Lindor, Indians 

OF -- George Springer, Astros; Mitch Haniger, Mariners; Andrew Benintendi, Red Sox; Nomar Mazara, 
Rangers 

DH -- Giancarlo Stanton, Yankees 
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This is where things can get crazy and weird. Ramos makes it on the strength of a .310/.352/.465 line, 
but it's possible the players vote in Perez, which would leave us needing a Rays player. ... Abreu is the 
clear backup at first base if he doesn't start. ... Lowrie has had a strange career, with seasons when he 
hit and some when he didn't, plus injuries and times when he was a utility guy. But he has been raking 
all season, and other candidates are suspended (Robinson Cano), are off to slow starts (Brian Dozier), 
are injured (Jonathan Schoop) or spent April in Triple-A (Gleyber Torres). ... Matt Chapman is my 
personal favorite at third, but I'll predict Moustakas here with Josh Donaldson struggling a bit, Adrian 
Beltre missing time and Alex Bregman solid but not great. However, if Moustakas and Perez both get 
shut out, the Royals don't have a rep (probably reliever Kelvin Herrera). 

OK, shortstop. I found room for Machado and Lindor, but no matter how I manipulated the roster, I 
couldn't find room for the very deserving Simmons, who has become a threat at the plate to go with his 
spectacular defense. .... Springer, Haniger and Benintendi seem the pretty clear backups in the outfield, 
though you can make arguments for Justin Upton, Kevin Pillar and Eddie Rosario. ... Mazara makes it as 
my Rangers rep, and Stanton gets the nod as the second DH. 

American League pitching staff 

SP -- Justin Verlander, Astros 

SP -- Gerrit Cole, Astros 

SP -- Chris Sale, Red Sox 

SP -- Luis Severino, Yankees 

SP -- Corey Kluber, Indians 

SP -- J.A. Happ, Blue Jays 

SP -- Jose Berrios, Twins 

SP -- Matthew Boyd, Tigers 

SP -- Shohei Ohtani, Angels 

RP -- Edwin Diaz, Mariners 

RP -- Aroldis Chapman, Yankees 

RP -- Blake Treinen, Athletics 

The first five starting pitchers need no explanation. Four of them were the top four in the Cy Young 
voting last year, and Cole has come over to the AL and dominated. ... Verlander gets the nod as the 
starting pitcher. ... Happ, Berrios and Boyd make it as the reps for their teams. They're all having solid 
seasons, so they aren't terrible choices, but that means leaving off Charlie Morton, Trevor 
Bauer and James Paxton. ... If Ramos doesn't make it at catcher, Blake Snell (6-3, 2.78 ERA) is the best 
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bet to represent the Rays. ... I have only the mandatory three relievers. Herrera is a possibility to get 
voted in, as is Craig Kimbrel, based on his past history (though he has allowed five home runs). ... Finally, 
my last choice was Ohtani. How can we not have him on the team? Well, imagine the above scenario if 
we have to fit Snell here. That could bump Ohtani from the team. (Of course, there are always at least a 
couple starters who pitch on Sunday and thus have to be replaced, so there's a good chance we see 
some of the jilted players. But you have to find room for Ohtani, somehow, some way.) 

 

          FROM CBS SPORTS       

Something old, something new when Angels host Rangers 

Bartolo Colon made his major league debut less than a year after Jaime Barria was born. 

By STATS 

Bartolo Colon made his major league debut less than a year after Jaime Barria was born. 

They'll go head-to-head as starting pitchers Friday night when the Texas Rangers (24-35) open a three-
game series against the Los Angeles Angels(30-27) at Angel Stadium. 

Colon turned 45 last week and the right-hander is still putting up good numbers long after making his 
first career start April 4, 1997 for the Cleveland Indians. 

Colon (2-2, 3.55 ERA) has pitched into the sixth inning in his past seven starts, and went at least seven 
frames in five of those outings. He's allowed more than four earned runs only once this season, a 10-5 
loss against the visiting New York Yankees on May 21. 

"He's going to throw a huge number of strikes and he's going to disrupt your timing," Kansas City Royals 
manager Ned Yost told reporters after Colon held his team to three runs and five hits over seven innings 
in a 4-3 win by the Rangers on Saturday. "That's what he does really, really well. That's why, at 45 years 
old, he's still pitching. He's got that knack where he can command every pitch that he has, and he can hit 
the gas pedal and he can let off. He goes forward, back, in, out, up, down and commands all of it." 

Colon, who won the AL Cy Young with the Angels in 2005, allowed one run in three innings of relief 
against the visiting Angels in an 11-1 loss on April 10. 

He's 12-8 in his career against Los Angeles with a 3.62 ERA, though he hasn't earned a win against the 
Angels since 2013. His four shutouts against Los Angeles are two more than he has totaled against any 
other major league team. 

Colon will try to help the Rangers for the seventh time in 11 games. After scoring 16 runs in consecutive 
wins at Seattle, Texas took a 6-1 loss on Thursday. 

Several key members of the Angels have had success against Colon, however. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30653/craig-kimbrel
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TEX/texas-rangers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
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Mike Trout is 10-for-18 against Colon with three home runs. Andrelton Simmons is 12-for-26, and Albert 
Pujols is 8-for-25 with three home runs. 

Colon will be making the 538th start of his career, tying Red Ruffing for 32nd on the all-time major 
league list. He'll be aiming for his 243rd win, which would tie Hall of Famer Juan Marichal for 54th on the 
all-time list. 

Colon can also tie Marichal for the most wins among pitchers born in the Dominican Republic. 

Barria, who will turn 22 on July 18, was recalled Saturday from Triple-A Salt Lake for the fourth time this 
season. He'll try to lift the Angels from a skid that's seen them lose 11 of their past 16 games, including 
three of four at the Detroit Tigers and four of five since Trout went 5-for-5 in an 11-4 win over the New 
York Yankees on Saturday. 

They were one game back of the Houston Astros for the AL West lead May 15, but enter Friday 5 1/2 
games back of the first-place Astros and 4 1/2 games behind the second-place Mariners. 

Barria (4-1, 2.97), who was born July 18, 1996, has the best ERA of any starter for the Angels this season. 
He's benefited from exceptional offensive support as the Angels have scored at least seven runs in four 
of his six starts this season, including Saturday when he settled down after starting the game by allowing 
solo homers to Brett Gardner and Aaron Judge. 

One bright spot from the series in Detroit was the offense provided by veteran second baseman Ian 
Kinsler, who went 9-for-14 in the three games, raising his season average from .178 to .217. 

"There's no doubt that Ian's seeing the ball better," Angels manager Mike Scioscia told reporters after 
the 6-2 loss Thursday, "I think he's found his timing. Hopefully it'll be a sign of good things to come, 
because he's going to be important to us." 

 

Angels’ Shohei Ohtani breaks his own record for fastest pitch thrown by a 
starter this MLB season 

Ohtani owns the five fastest pitches among starters this year 

By Matt Snyder 

Angels pitcher/DH Shohei Ohtani is quite the sensation. As we get set to head to June, Ohtani is hitting 
.291/.376/.553 (154 OPS+) with seven doubles, a triple and six homers in 117 plate appearances while 
also being 4-1 with a 3.18 ERA (130 ERA+), 1.08 WHIP and 57 strikeouts in 45 1/3 innings on the bump.  

Oh, and he also throws harder than every other starting pitcher in baseball. Here's the fastest fastball of 
the year by a starting pitcher, courtesy of Ohtani on Wednesday night:  

Statcast pegged that one at 101.1 miles per hour. Per MLB.com, here are the five fastest pitches from a 
starter this year:  

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
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 Ohtani, 101.1, Wednesday vs. Detroit 
 Ohtani, 101, April 24 vs. Houston 
 Ohtani, 101, April 24 vs. Houston 
 Ohtani, 100.7, April 24 vs. Houston 
 Ohtani, 100.6, April 24 vs. Houston   

This is a guy who is also an excellent hitter. Not a "good hitter for a pitcher" like Madison 
Bumgarner or Jake Arrieta. An actual, legitimately, great hitter.  

We're witnessing something special, people. Enjoy it.  

 

          FROM SPORT TECHIE       

Remarkable brings sports data to life, one stat at a time 

Fox Sports analyst C.J. Nitkowski has called enough Major League baseball games in his broadcasting 
career to understand what his television audience is looking for. 

While part of Nitkowski’s job is to inform viewers of what is happening, he prefers to delve deeper 
into why something is happening. At times, the answer can seem basic. But in other instances, Nitkowski 
seasons his color commentary with what he calls “nerd food”. Among those nuggets of the game’s 
deeper-level statistics Nitkowski—a former big-league pitcher who now calls 100 Texas Rangers games 
per year and another 10 national games for Fox Sports—discovers a unique way of telling stories and 
taking viewers into a side of the game they perhaps weren’t expecting. 

Like many baseball insiders, Nitkowski relies on Remarkable, a patented data storytelling app built by 
Inside Edge, a technology startup founded more than 30 years ago by Jay Donchetz and Randy Istre. 
Remarkable not only allows users to effortlessly pull up detailed baseball nuggets out of a wealth of 
statistical information, but it also shapes the data into digestible pieces, and translates big data into an 
easy-to-understand, relatable language. 

“One of the issues with sabermetrics in general is there’s great information out there,” Nitkowski said. 
“But how does the audience absorb it? Do they want to absorb it?” 

Because more fans are hungry for statistical data than ever before, analysts like Nitkowski need to find 
the kind of unique information fans crave. That’s part of the beauty of Remarkable, Nitkowski said, for 
color commentators who depend on the endless pool of knowledge that Remarkable produces for 
research purposes to back up their own analysis. The tool’s time-saving component is invaluable. 

Twenty-five years after the Milwaukee Brewers became the first Major League club to contract with 
Inside Edge, 20 of the 30 big-league franchises use Inside Edge technology, including 10 that use 
Remarkable. The information that Remarkable produces ranges from the most basic to unique stats and 
trends that can often go unnoticed. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1619074/madison-bumgarner
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Remarkable offers something for everyone, whether broadcasters and other media members, or club 
officials that use the data on a daily basis for advanced scouting and analytical purposes, and the app 
shapes the data into whatever form they need. 

“We knew what was important was finding the remarkable bits in there,” says Kenny Kendrena, the vice 
president of product and sales for Inside Edge. “And then [to] present it in a way that was easy to 
consume.” 

The state-of-the-art discovery tool finds interesting insights that are often tough to find without a team 
of researchers, pulling the interesting statistical information out of a sea of data that can sometimes 
seem obscure and mundane. But Remarkable also takes the extra step of converting the data for a 
variety of uses, whether for social media purposes, TV graphic-building or next-level storytelling. 

A Competitive Edge 

Like his fellow baseball broadcaster Nitkowski, Fox Sports West analyst Jose Mota feeds on any nuggets 
of statistical knowledge that he can pepper into his game coverage. 

Mota, who calls games for the Los Angeles Angels, is always searching for trends in the game that he in 
turn can translate into expert analysis he can pass on to viewers. While he realizes the importance of 
conveying what he is seeing in front of him from the broadcast booth, explaining the game in different 
ways has also become much more of a vital part of his duties than when he started with Fox in 1997. 

He’s not alone. In addition to Fox Sports affiliates in 11 different media markets across the country, 
Remarkable is used by NESN in the Boston area and the Yes Network in New York. 

In his more than 20 years in the booth, Mota has had a front-row seat to not only how baseball has 
changed, but in the way that fans digest the game. But Mota understands he must not only 
communicate with the viewer at home, he has to do that in a way that will keep his audience engaged. 

“As we get educated with all these things, we have to make sure the fan, the viewer, the listener is in-
tune with what we’re talking about,” said Mota, a 1985 second-round draft pick of the Chicago White 
Sox. 

“Why is something happening and why is someone that was so bad at something at some point so much 
better now?” Mota said. “That’s what makes it so intriguing and makes it a bit of a mystery.” 

And like Nitkowski, the question Mota seeks to answer most during his broadcasts is not what is 
happening on the field, but why. Being able to answer that question accurately can vastly improve a 
broadcast. Having the Remarkable tool to assist in that process, Nitkowski said, gives analysts a 
competitive edge. 

As a member of the Toronto Blue Jays’ media relations department, Rodney Hiemstra’s daily work life is 
built around baseball information as his responsibilities call for him to put together daily notes packages 
that broadcasters, beat writers and other media members rely on to do their jobs. 
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Although information can be found in a number of places, Hiemstra uses Remarkable to tap into 
statistical territories that might otherwise go unnoticed. The user-friendly aspect of Remarkable teases 
out interesting, high-level information that is becoming more desirable to fans and fantasy baseball 
enthusiasts. It also cuts down on the Hiemstra’s workload by presenting the information in an easy-to-
understand fashion. 

“The demand (for interesting statistical information) is huge,” Hiemstra said. “The information is out 
there—it’s just a matter of being able to gather it and make it make sense for people.” 

Remarkable makes the information that analysts like Nitkowski and Mota rely on to fill a three-hour 
broadcast not only easily attainable, but often confirms a trend they may be seeing on their own. More 
and more fans are looking for data-driven aspects of the game that reside well below the surface. 
Having those shown in ways that make sense is vital. 

The challenge of presenting information in usable ways is a major part of Keith O’Brien’s daily work life. 
O’Brien, who builds graphics for St. Louis Cardinals’ broadcasts on Fox Sports Midwest, appreciates a 
good piece of statistical information. 

But as with broadcasters, O’Brien must be certain that information that pops up on the screen during 
Cardinals games is not only in line with what broadcasters are talking about, but that it comes across in 
ways that viewers at home will understand. 

In O’Brien’s case, Remarkable not only provides him with advanced stats that can be used in the 
broadcasts, but seamlessly transforms information into lower-third graphics. That enhances the Fox 
Sports Midwest production value by providing additional information to the viewer that accompanies 
the analysis coming from Cardinals broadcasters. 

O’Brien appreciates the easy-to-use tool that not only backs up Cardinals broadcasters’ analysis, but that 
he can weave into what he calls ‘Bar Font.’ Information needs to be appreciated by even the most casual 
fan watching a game at their favorite neighborhood watering hole. By using Remarkable technology, 
O’Brien is able to take what might start as a 20-word nugget and turn that even a more digestible bite 
that he can incorporate into a lower-third graphic for the television viewer to see. 

“You’re still trying to kind of convey a message to the general audience and not to just the stat geek,” 
O’Brien said of trying to maintain reaching a wide audience. 

“We try to get (deeper-level data) in, but it has to be somewhat relatable to the audience and 
something our (broadcasters) can explain concisely.” 

Kick-starting the Diagnosis Process 

Since he started analyzing statistical information for the Cleveland Indians in 2015, Alex Merberg has 
found himself diving deeper into the numbers even more. 

Merberg now works with the Indians’ major league and minor league coaching staffs to not only provide 
analysis of how Indians players are performing, but also to give Indians manager Terry Francona and his 
staff an expert look into the opponents Cleveland will face in an upcoming series. 
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While big-league teams once relied solely on scouts to provide reports into future opponents, team 
insiders like Merberg use Remarkable to produce the same detailed reports with much less manpower 
and time. 

Merberg appreciates the way that Remarkable highlights the more unique trends that are happening 
not only within the Indians organization, but around baseball as a whole. Where scouts once only used 
basic stats to analyze how a player was performing, the game has become so complex that managers are 
now looking for any nugget they can find to diagnose exactly what is happening with a player’s approach 
to his job. 

“[Analyzing players] has become a much more robust process,” Merberg said. “It is cool how [Inside 
Edge is] able to identify some unique trends to help paint the story through [the Remarkable] tool.” 

Expanding the Zone 

Until now, Inside Edge has focused the reach of Remarkable to its baseball clients. But after seeing its 
technology utilized so heavily for America’s pastime, the idea of using the same technology to analyze 
sports like football—both at the college and pro level—has picked up steam. 

Inside Edge now has a full-fledged NFL product ready to roll out that is identical to the technology that 
made its baseball product so successful. In the future, the Remarkable data storytelling technology will 
be developed for esports, sports betting enthusiasts and various business ventures, including financial 
markets and company performance, Kendrena said. 

The Bloomington, Minnesota based company has always employed analysts who watch games via a 
satellite feed to chart pitches and break down details like a shortstop’s glove angle or the time a pitcher 
spends between when he goes into his wind-up and when the ball leaves his hand. So if one game can 
be dissected so accurately, so can other sports, as the number of fantasy sports fans infatuated with 
every stat imaginable grows larger every year. 

As with baseball, Remarkable will analyze the same detailed information in other sports and allow the 
user to capture what matters most and simplify that in a way like no other. 

“It serves the role of many, many super smart analysts and just keeps coming up with interesting 
information,” Donchetz said. “It’s much more than a set of notes.” 

 

 

          FROM LAGNIAPPE WEEKLY      

BayBears to officially leave after 2019 season 

By Dale Liesch 

The Mobile BayBears will officially have one more season at Hank Aaron Stadium before moving north. 
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The team’s owner,BallCorps, LLC, announced in a statement today that the company has received 
official approval from Minor League Baseball to relocate the team to Madison. Beginning with the 2020 
season, the team will play in a new ballpark and multi-use venue being constructed by the city of 
Madison at the 500-acre Town Madison development. 

BallCorps had previously received permission for relocation from the Southern League on May 11 in a 
unanimous vote by the league’s board of directors. The final step in the process is a review of approvals 
by the office of the commissioner of baseball and the issuance of a “non-objection” letter, anticipated 
soon. 

“From the first day we visited Madison, we set our sights on this region as the ideal market for our 
franchise,” BallCorps Managing Partner and CEO Ralph Nelson, said in the statement. “In our initial 
meeting last April, Mayor Paul Finley told us that as long as the project benefited Madison citizens, the 
city was interested in a partnership with BallCorps. Since that day, it has been an amazing 
collaboration between BallCorps and Madison, along with the Breland Companies, the master developer 
of Town Madison, Madison County and so many others.” 

The BayBears have played at the stadium near the intersection of interstates 10 and 65 for more than 20 
years. The city owns Hank Aaron Stadium and officials have been in contact with several entities not 
related to minor league baseball about using the stadium in the future, but nothing has been 
announced. 

The BayBears, a AA affiliate of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim, are currently three games behind the 
Biloxi Shuckers in the South division of the Southern League at 27-23. The BayBears next home game is 
Friday, June 8 at 7:05 p.m. against the Jackson (Tenn.) Generals. 

 

          FROM ESPN MEDIA ZONE       

ESPN Sunday Night Baseball: American League West-Leading Houston Astros 
Host Los Angeles Angels in Divisional Contest on Labor Day Weekend 

By Michael Skarka 

ESPN today announced it has added an American League West showdown to its September Sunday 
Night Baseball presented by Taco Bell slate during Labor Day weekend on September 2. The division-
leading Houston Astros and José Altuve will host the Los Angeles Angels and Mike Trout at 8 p.m. ET 
on ESPN. Sunday Night Baseball telecasts are also available on ESPN Radio, ESPN Deportes and ESPN 
Deportes Radio. 

Play-by-play voice Matt Vasgersian will have the call with analysts, World Series Champion Alex 
Rodriguez and Olympic Gold Medalist Jessica Mendoza along with on-field contributions from veteran 
MLB reporter Buster Olney. ESPN’s MLB pre-game show, Baseball Tonight: Sunday Night Countdown 
presented by Chevrolet, will precede the game at 7 p.m. on ESPN. 
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On Deck: This weekend’s edition of Sunday Night Baseballfeatures the Astros hosting the American 
League East-leading Boston Red Sox and Mookie Betts at a special 7:30 p.m. start time 
on ESPN. Vasgersian, Rodriguez and Mendoza will call the matchup between the two divisional leaders 
from the left field Crawford Boxes at Minute Maid Park as part of ESPN’s Sunday from the Seats series. 

Karl Ravech will host Baseball Tonight: Sunday Night Countdown with analyst and former Red Sox 
manager John Farrell beginning at 6 p.m. on ESPN2. 

All ESPN MLB games and studio content are also available streaming on the ESPN App. 

 

 

https://espnmediazone.com/us/press-releases/2018/05/espns-sunday-night-baseball-team-joins-the-fans-at-wrigley-field-as-sunday-from-the-seats-returns-for-2018/

