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Moncada expecting even more next season 
22-year-old hopes to build on White Sox debut as he prepares for first full season in Majors 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 7, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- Good, but not satisfied. 
 
That description came from Yoan Moncada, through interpreter Billy Russo, when the 22-year-old second baseman was 
asked to describe his 231-plate-appearance debut with the White Sox during the 2017 season. Honesty and self-
awareness apparently can be added into the wide array of talents for MLBPipeline.com's one-time No. 1 prospect. 
 
"But I'm really happy," Moncada said during a recent interview. "I'm glad to have the opportunity here because I know it's 
something that's going to help me to build for my future. I'm happy to be here with the guys, with [Jose] Abreu, to have the 
opportunity to play with him and just to be with this organization. 
 
"It's a very good organization. They have done all they can to make me feel better and to develop me." 
 
In regard to the "not satisfied" part, Moncada specifically referred to his overall statistics, but more so the stats when he 
arrived. He started 4-for-38 with the White Sox, and he struck out 44 times over his first 122 plate appearances. 
 
Opposing pitchers went after Moncada with more offspeed offerings, something the switch-hitter didn't see with as much 
sharpness as he ripped through the International League with Triple-A Charlotte. He adjusted on the fly by hitting .276 
with the White Sox in the season's last month and finishing with a .231 average overall, eight home runs, eight doubles, 
two triples and 22 RBIs. 
 
Moncada's .338 on-base percentage showed an advanced plate approach -- even if the results weren't always there, and 
even with a total of 74 strikeouts. 
 
"I wouldn't say necessarily a surprise," White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said of Moncada's solid effort. "It was 
certainly part of the package we thought we were acquiring: that aptitude, that strike-zone knowledge and judgment along 
with his ability to barrel up a ball and the exit velocity that came with. 
 
"One of the last elements of his development had to happen in Chicago. He's 22. He's going to have some fits and starts 
over the next few years. But based on everything we've seen since he stepped on campus, we continue to project him as 
a special talent." 
 
Hahn and the White Sox don't stand alone in that projection. Moncada has shown the raw ability to be at the center of a 
championship-caliber rebuild. But after processing all that he learned, he will have to continue adjusting during his first full 
Major League season coming in 2018. 
 
"Absolutely, I feel like a Major Leaguer," Moncada said. "I had the opportunity to play almost every day here and just to 
get comfortable. My confidence level is high because now I know how to perform and how people here handle 
themselves. 
 
"My plan for this offseason is basically the same as last year -- just keep doing my routine. I have more experience and 
more focus because now I'm going to finish the season at this level. That's going to give me more awareness about what I 



have to do to be in better shape and to be in better position for next Spring Training."

 
Levine: White Sox Ponder Whether To Sell High On Avisail Garcia 
By Bruce Levine / CBS Chicago | Nov. 7, 2017  
 
CHICAGO (CBS) — White Sox right fielder Avisail Garcia had a career year in 2017, making his first All-Star appearance 
and hitting a career-best .330 that ranked second in the American League. 
 
The 26-year-old Garcia’s commitment to conditioning and a positive attitude were the roots to his breakthrough. From 
spring training on, Garcia’s passion for his craft was more visible than it’d ever been, and it helped that first-year manager 
Rick Renteria struck the right notes when it came to pushing and supporting the emotional Garcia, who also set career-
best marks with 18 homers, 80 RBIs and an .885 OPS. 
 
Now, general manager Rick Hahn and the front office must decide whether Garcia means more for the team’s future by 
staying with the White Sox or as a trade chip. Chicago has contract control of Garcia for two more years. He made $3 
million in 2017, a figure that will at least double for 2018 in the arbitration process this offseason. The White Sox could 
also extend Garcia with a multi-year deal. 
 
“He obviously had a marvelous year,” Hahn said on Inside the Clubhouse on 670 The Score on Saturday. “You hit the nail 
on the head saying he is only controllable for two more seasons. That would only take us through 2019. That does not 
take us through the bulk of the time we project being competitive for championships .So, at some point, we do have to 
make a decision. Is Avi or any player that is only controllable for two more seasons a part of this group that we project to 
win with? Therefore must we extend the control. Or, are we better served in the long run making a deal and continue to 
accumulate more pieces that are controllable in that time frame?” 
 
Your guess may be as good as Hahn’s on the future process of Garcia, whose effort on defense and the basepaths was 
also markedly better last season. Garcia led the AL in outfield assists with 13, though on the flip side, his nine errors were 
the by an outfielder. 
 
Factoring into the Garcia decision is that the White Sox have an exciting 20-year-old outfielder Eloy Jimenez on the fast 
track for the big leagues. Hahn didn’t reveal much yet as to how Jimenez could play into the team’s equation. But it’s 
worth noting that Garcia is reaching an age in which many players are what they’ve previously shown they are. 
 
“If you look at Garcia, he will play next year at 27,” Hahn said. “He is obviously fulfilling the promise he had. It is wonderful 
to see him blossom. This is a time when a lot of players hit their peak. I think it is reasonable to project good things for Avi 
going forward. It is certainly reasonable to project a player like that on a championship club. At some point, the decision 
will have to be made. Is he part of what we are doing here in 2020 and beyond or is it in the best interest of the club to 
sort of reshuffle and get more pieces that are controllable then?”

 
200 Innings Apiece For White Sox’s Reynaldo Lopez, Lucas Giolito In 2018? ‘Not Unrealistic’ In Rick Hahn’s Mind 
By CBS Chicago | Nov. 7, 2017  
 
(CBS) In a 2017 season that marked their first in a long-term rebuilding process, the White Sox were enthused by the 
development of many of their youngsters, including young right-handers Reynaldo Lopez and Lucas Giolito. 
 
Both received call-ups to the big leagues in the second half. Lopez, 23, flashed his potential at times and encountered a 
rocky path in other situations, going 3-3 with a 4.72 ERA, 1.32 WHIP and 2.14 strikeout-to-walk ration. Giolito, 23, was 
splendid, going 3-3 with a 2.38 ERA, 0.95 WHIP and 2.83 strikeout-to-walk ratio. 
 
Between Triple-A and the big leagues, Lopez logged 168 2/3 innings. Across the same stops, Giolito registered 174 
innings. 
 
Both marked career-highs. Now, as the attention turns to 2018, part of their development will include aiming for the 200-
inning threshold, general manager Rick Hahn said on Inside the Clubhouse on 670 The Score. 
 
“Both Giolito and Lopez last year essentially made the jump from the 130s innings threshold to about the 170 to 180 
innings threshold between ’16 and ’17,” Hahn said. “So at the very least, they’re proven to themselves that they can come 
close to taking a full-year workload. And they both, as well as many of our other starters, are going to enter the 2018 
season with the mindset that they’re capable of throwing a full 200 innings. Now that said, you’re certainly right that we do  
take the opportunity from time to time to skip a start or to take advantage of the All-Star break and give them extended 
time off so that they can recharge the batteries and finish the second half more strongly. But that’s the same for guys 
across the board. We used to similar things with Chris Sale. It’s not just for the young pitchers and the rookies. It’s more 



responding to what you’re seeing in terms of signs of fatigue out of the pitcher, what they’re reporting, how the stuff looks, 
mechanically any deviations in their regular mechanics. So we try to be flexible and responsive to all the pitchers in the 
rotation, the young ones perhaps in particular as they try to carry that load for the first time. 
 
“Certainly, Lucas and Reynaldo both have put themselves in a position where it’s not unrealistic to hope for 200 innings in 
2018, baseball gods willing.”

 
 


