
Cincinnati Reds 

Press Clippings 

January 18, 2019 
THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1996-Owners unanimously approve interleague play for the 1997 season. Each team will play 15 or 16 games 
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MLB.COM 
Reds Caravan launches 4-day, 5-state trek  

Brennaman starts 'Rock Star Farewell Tour' on southern route 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 17th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds draw fans from places near and far outside of Cincinnati. As a way to show their 

appreciation each January, members of the club head out on the road to see their fans. 

 

This year's Caravan had its sendoff on Thursday from the AC Hotel across from Great American Ball Park, 

featuring players like Eugenio Suarez, Tucker Barnhart. Scooter Gennett, Tanner Roark, Taylor Trammell and Tyler 

Stephenson, manager David Bell, president of baseball operations Dick Williams and broadcasters Marty 

Brennaman and Jeff Brantley. 

 

"It's a lot of fun," Barnhart said. "It's kind of like the season has started a little bit. You get to hang out with the guys 

you haven't seen in a while. You see the coaches. You see a lot of people you will be hanging out with all summer." 

 

The Reds Caravan's four legs began a four-day, five-state journey that will cover a combined 3,800 miles across 

Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, West Virginia and Tennessee. It will conclude Sunday at Florence Mall in Northern 

Kentucky when all four routes come together once more. 

 

Barnhart is a veteran of numerous caravan trips, but this will be the first time for several -- including Cincinnati 

native Gennett, who is on the northern leg. 

 

"I'm excited to see the fans," Gennett said. "I know I missed out on Redsfest this year. I know people might want to 

see me or get an autograph." 

 

Besides the public stops each evening, there are 20 additional stops scheduled at various radio affiliates, schools, 

businesses and hospitals. Fans can get autographs and share what's on their mind during question-and-answer 

sessions with the participants. 

 

Bell, who was hired as manager in October, will get a chance to share his vision for 2019 with the fans. 

 

"I'm actually really looking forward to the next few days," Bell said. "I don't know what to expect ... it's exciting. 

There's a good energy already. It will be fun to be a part of that and meet a lot of people. 

 

"We'll share what we know about our team and hopefully get people excited like we are here." 

 

One added bit of nostalgia will be part of the southern leg that will have Brennaman on its bus. He announced on 

Wednesday that the '19 season -- his 46th with the Reds -- will be his final one before retiring. 

 

"I get to be on Marty's last Caravan, at least while he's working," Barnhart said. "I don't know if he will do any 

more. I enjoy hearing the stories, the trash talk that happens on the bus." 



 

Barnhart and Brennaman are among those who have self-proclaimed their leg of the caravan as the "Rock Star 

Tour." There were bittersweet feelings about the iconic Brennaman leaving the club. 

 

"I think we have started a new name, the 'Rock Star Farewell Tour,'" Barnhart said. "Hopefully it continues to be 

another farewell tour and then another farewell tour, like a lot of rock bands." 

 

For more details about Reds Caravan and the full itinerary, go to reds.com/caravan. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

Gennett, Barnhart focused on 2019 with Reds  

Duo with area ties has been linked to trade rumors this offseason 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 17th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- As the offseason nears its end, some Reds players are getting closer to putting Hot Stove rumors 

behind them and looking forward to Spring Training. One of the last big mileposts of the offseason arrives this 

weekend with the annual Reds Caravan, and two Reds who found themselves prominently in those rumors are 

heading out to meet fans and talk 2019. 

 

Last week, second baseman Scooter Gennett and the club avoided arbitration with a one-year contract worth $9.775 

million. A free agent after the 2019 season, Gennett was seeking a multiyear deal. Catcher Tucker Barnhart, 

meanwhile, factored in trade rumors as the Reds were connected to the Marlins as a potential suitor for All-Star J.T. 

Realmuto. 

 

"It would have been nice [to sign a long-term contract]," Gennett said at the sendoff for the Caravan. "But at this 

point, it's fine. I'm on the team for at least another year. I'm happy about that. We made a lot of good moves with the 

coaching staff, and also on the player side. I'm excited just to be part of it for another year. Who knows what could 

happen the next few months? I'm fine where I'm at." 

 

Gennett, 28, could still face trade rumors during the season -- especially if the Reds don't contend. A Cincinnati 

native who has been embraced by fans, it's not something he wants to happen, but he's also not worried. 

 

"The last year or two, I've learned a lot," Gennett said. "Worrying is just a waste of time. It's out of my control. All I 

can do is prepare as much as I can for this year. If I do well, I should be taken care of accordingly. If I don't, it is 

what it is. Worrying isn't happening." 

 

On the other hand, being part of a trade rumor for the first time this winter was jarring for Barnhart. A report 

surfaced during the Winter Meetings that had the Reds discussing a deal that would have sent Barnhart to the 

Marlins for Realmuto. 

 

"It was stressful," Barnhart said. "It was the first time that I've been a part of something like that. I talked to [former 

Reds reliever] Drew Storen about it because we were at the Pacers game that night. I love playing here. We're in a 

position where we're starting to look at the rearview mirror of the rebuild part. Having gone through all of that, I 

want to see the finish line." 

 

A 2017 National League Gold Glove winner, Barnhart batted .248/.328/.372 with 10 homers and 46 RBIs. A native 

of Indianapolis who has been with the Reds organization his entire career, he also has no wish to leave. 

 

"I live so close to here in the offseason, it feels like Cincinnati is home," Barnhart said. "For selfish reasons, I want 

to be part of the winning. It's why I signed, to see the end of the rebuild and us starting to win again." 

 

Barnhart said president of baseball operations Dick Williams did not discuss with him whether there were talks or if 

he might be dealt. 



 

"I don't feel they owe to me to tell me I'm not going to get traded," Barnhart said. "My agent talked to the Reds and 

one of the guys who was the main breaker of the rumor, and they kind of shot it down a little bit. It was kind of the 

assumption that if Realmuto was getting traded, it wouldn't make sense for us to be on the same team. There was a 

bunch of assuming on all sides. It wasn't a reassurance that I wouldn't be traded. But it was a reassurance that it 

wasn't necessarily true." 

 

Williams and general manager Nick Krall are still working the phones trying to make additions. The Reds would 

like to add a front-line starting pitcher and center fielder. 

 

"I still feel strongly about getting something done," Williams said. "We are just still working on multiple fronts. I 

still can't predict whether it will be more likely through a trade or free agency, so we're keeping moving on both 

fronts. 

 

"Ideally you keep all of your prospects. But it's why we've built a strong farm system, so we can entertain getting in 

on guys we otherwise couldn't get." 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

Reds prospects lend a hand at Youth Academy  

By Brendan Hader 

Special to MLB.com  

Jan. 17th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- Four Reds prospects paid a visit to the P&G MLB Cincinnati Reds Youth Academy to assist with 

drills and field questions on the eve of the Reds Caravan sendoff. 

 

Brantley Bell, Stuart Fairchild, Tyler Stephenson and Taylor Trammell spent Wednesday evening tossing batting 

practice to members of the 14U RBI softball team and assisting and instructing softball players ages 14-18 with 

some advanced work on defense. 

 

Stephenson and Trammell were familiar with the Roselawn-based Academy, but for first-timers Bell and Fairchild, 

the venue did not disappoint. 

 

"My first thought walking through these doors was that I would love to take some batting practice in here," Bell 

said. "It doesn't get much better than this. I don't think even Major League fields have this kind of stuff, so they've 

really done it right here." 

 

The players met with a group of the girls for a Q&A before stretching out and getting to work on the field. They 

shared stories of being selected in the MLB Draft, when their love of the game first started, what life is like on the 

road and much more. 

 

"This is such a crucial time," Stephenson said. "I feel the ages of 10-14 are the most important times where a kid 

will learn whether they love or hate a sport. The more a coach can do for a kid to show that they care goes further 

than anything else." 

 

Whether in Cincinnati, their hometowns or wherever they may be playing, the Reds players have made it a point to 

get out and be visible and available to kids in the community. 

 

"It's such a cool opportunity to give back," Fairchild said. "Thinking back on all the coaches when I was growing up 

who contributed to my career and helped get me to where I am right now, just to have a tiny influence on these kids 

is huge." 

 

Tyler Stephenson, Taylor Trammell, Stuart Fairchild and Brantley Bell fielded questions at the academy. Reds  

When it comes to sharing advice with aspiring baseball and softball players, they each emphasized the same thing. 



 

"Enjoy the game," Trammell said. "I can't stress that enough. You can't be good at a game and be the best person 

you can be at anything you're doing if you don't love it." 

 

All four players hopped on a bus Thursday morning and began their four-day tour through Reds Country on separate 

legs of the annual Reds Caravan. For Bell and Fairchild, this is their first Caravan experience, while Trammell and 

Stephenson are returning for a second year. Bell is a part of the north leg, Fairchild is on the east, Stephenson is 

heading west, and Trammell is going south -- on the Marty Brennaman-proclaimed "Rock Star Tour" -- as the fans 

await at every stop. 

 

"I love how we get to go out and see them," Trammell said. "We get more out of it than they do, because we get to 

see how they react to us. We just throw a ball and hit a ball and everyone makes us feel so good about ourselves, so 

it's amazing to be able to give back." 

 

Brendan Hader is a contributor to MLB.com. 

 

30 best defensive prospects -- 1 for each team  

By Jim Callis, Jonathan Mayo and Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com  

Jan. 17th, 2019 

 

MLB Pipeline recently unveiled its annual All-Defense Team, but there were only so many spots to fill. It made us 

realize there were so many outstanding defenders across all 30 organizations. 

 

Evaluating defense is still very much subjective, with metrics measuring fielding still imperfect. Still, each system 

has glovework that stands out more than others, and we considered many to present one best defender from each 

organization. 

 

Reds: Mike Siani, OF, No. 9 

The Reds' fourth-round pick got first-round money to sign because of his all-around tools. But his defensive skills 

have long stood out, and he might have been the best defensive outfielder in the 2018 Draft class, with the ability to 

cover a ton of ground in center and an arm that allowed him to throw low-90s fastballs from the mound in high 

school. 

 

Jim Callis is a reporter for MLB.com. Follow @jimcallisMLB on Twitter. Listen to him on the weekly Pipeline 

Podcast. 

 

Jonathan Mayo is a reporter for MLB Pipeline. Follow him on Twitter @JonathanMayo and Facebook, and listen to 

him on the weekly Pipeline Podcast. 

 

Mike Rosenbaum is a reporter for MLB.com. Follow him on Twitter at @GoldenSombrero. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
With an active offseason, Cincinnati Reds players happy to move on from rebuilding stage 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 3:59 p.m. ET Jan. 17, 2019 | Updated 8:37 p.m. ET Jan. 17, 2019 

 

Making a guest appearance on WLW’s “Hot Stove League” on Wednesday night, one day before the team’s annual 

caravan began, Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart didn’t mince words about the last few seasons: 

 

“We’ve sucked,” he said. “We haven’t been good. I think anybody that has been around here would tell you that.” 

 

Barnhart is confident about the future. He was impressed by the coaching staff hires and he liked that the Reds 

added several veteran players who have playoff experience, pitchers Tanner Roark and Alex Wood, along with 

outfielders Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp. 

 



After four consecutive 90-loss seasons, Barnhart and his teammates believe they are stepping out of the 

organization’s rebuilding period and that they can compete in the National League Central. When Reds players ate 

breakfast together in a hotel Thursday morning before departing on the caravan, they were all optimistic about the 

team’s potential. 

 

Several players were thrilled that pitching coach Derek Johnson (Milwaukee Brewers) and hitting coach Turner 

Ward (Los Angeles Dodgers) were lured away from the teams that played in the National League Championship 

Series. 

 

“For me, that shows obviously that the organization wants to win now,” Barnhart said. “As players, that’s what we 

want. Obviously, we don’t go into a season – no matter who is on the roster or who are the coaches – preparing to 

win 65 games.” 

 

The Reds have several players entering the final year of their contracts, perhaps adding more urgency to become a 

competitive team. Barnhart said he always remembers advice that another player is trying to take his job and he 

needs to prove himself each season. 

 

“From the outside looking in at the front office, I think, yeah, there’s probably more urgency,” Reds second 

baseman Scooter Gennett said. “They spent more money. They acquired the new coaching staff, the players. I think 

they are in the same boat now, which is good. You’re not in that rebuild – a word I really don’t like – but whenever 

you’re on the same page, expectations is always a good thing.” 

 

Reds catcher Curt Casali played college baseball under Johnson, who was then-Vanderbilt’s pitching coach, and was 

teammates with assistant pitching coach Caleb Cotham. Casali saw Cotham last weekend and the catcher said he 

was excited to learn about his analytical approach. 

 

Watching the offseason unfold, Barnhart only found himself stressed when he saw his name appear in trade rumors. 

He talked a lot with former Reds pitcher Drew Storen – they went to the same high school – about how to handle it. 

 

“(Storen) air-quotes ‘talked me off the ledge’ a little bit because I love playing here,” Barnhart said. “I love playing 

in Cincinnati. I love the group of guys that we have. 

 

“We’re in a situation now where we’re going to start winning and I want to be a part of it because I’ve been here 

when we haven’t been very good, and you’ve seen a bunch of young guys come up and kind of grow. I want to be a 

part of it. It would’ve been a shame to have gotten traded, (but) obviously anything can happen.” 

 

LORENZEN PREPARING FOR OUTFIELD: Before heading to Goodyear, Arizona, for the start of Spring 

Training next month, Reds pitcher Michael Lorenzen is regularly hitting in batting cages and doing drills in the 

outfield as he hopes to convince the new coaching staff for a bigger role. 

 

During the Winter Meetings in December, Reds manager David Bell said he was open to using Lorenzen in the 

outfield. Lorenzen, who pitched and played center field in college, had nine hits in 31 at-bats last season, including 

four homers and 10 RBI. 

 

“We’ve talked about me being in some outfield groups and being in some batting practice groups,” Lorenzen said 

this week on MLB Network Radio. “I’ve been hitting in the cage just about every day and doing some outfield 

work, doing drills, kind of going back to my college days getting back into everything." 

 

SPRING TRAINING ADDITION: The Reds signed left-handed pitcher Buddy Boshers to a minor league contract 

with an invitation to Spring Training. According to a source, Boshers can request his release if he's not on the 40-

man roster by March 24 and he can also request his release if he’s not on the 25-man roster by July 1. 

 

Boshers, 30, had a 3.32 ERA in 48 relief appearances at Triple-A last year while playing in the Houston Astros and 

Pittsburgh Pirates organizations. He’s made 100 career MLB appearances, mostly with the Minnesota Twins. 

 

 



2019 Cincinnati Reds: Annual caravan to Reds Country rolls with optimism in its wake 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 12:35 p.m. ET Jan. 17, 2019 | Updated 12:52 p.m. ET Jan. 17, 2019 

 

The Cincinnati Reds Winter Caravan is an effort to sell the club to the far reaches of Reds Country – places like 

Huntington, West Virginia; Chillicothe, Ohio; Cynthiana, Kentucky; and Madison, Indiana. 

 

When the four buses rolled Thursday morning, the Reds contingent had more to entice fans than the hope that young 

pitchers would come through. 

 

The seven-player trade with the Los Angeles Dodgers brought three impact players and a sense that the Reds were 

going for it in 2019.  

 

The Reds have seen the effect of the trade in season-ticket re-ups.  

 

“We definitely have renewed interest,” said Karen Forgus, the clubs’ senior vice president of the business operation. 

“People that were on the fence have come over. A lot of people are buying four and six packs. Those sold in record 

numbers, which is great.” 

 

Owner Bob Castellini always addresses the crowd before the send-off. He didn’t make any promises in his remarks. 

 

“I was optimistic before the trade,” Castellini said. “I feel even more optimistic after the trade.” 

 

While the Dodgers trade – which brought outfielders Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp and left-hander Alex Wood to the 

club – has been well-received by fans, the Reds also will be telling fans this on the caravan: We’re not finished.  

 

“I still feel strongly about getting something done. We’re still working on multiple projects,” Reds President of 

Baseball Operations Dick Williams said. “I still can’t predict whether it will be through trade or free agency. We’re 

working on both fronts.” 

 

The Reds would still like to add a starting pitcher in addition to Tanner Roark – obtained from Washington – and 

Wood. 

 

The Reds have been linked in rumors to Cleveland’s Corey Kluber and Sonny Gray of the New York Yankees. The 

trade route would cost the Reds in terms of prospects.  

 

No. 1 prospect Nick Senzel was rumored to be a part of a three-team deal with the San Diego Padres and the 

Cleveland Indians that would send Kluber to the Reds. Senzel and outfielder Taylor Trammell, the Reds' No. 3 

prospect, are garnering the most attention from other clubs.  

 

The Reds would like to keep both. Senzel is big league-ready and could have an impact in 2019 – possibly as 

starting center fielder. 

 

Trammell is further away from the big leagues, but he can hit, hit for power, field and run. The Reds have few 

players in the system with that range of skills.  

 

"In a perfect world, you keep all your prospects,” Williams said. “But that’s why we have a strong farm system." 

 

A lot of free agents that fit the Reds’ needs have signed. But the No. 1 starter, left-hander Dalles Keuchel, remains 

unsigned. The same is true of left-handers Gio Gonzalez and Wade Miley, both of whom pitched for Reds pitching 

coach Derek Johnson in Milwaukee. 

 

WCPO - Channel 9 
It's hard to imagine Reds baseball without Marty Brennaman at the mic 

Legendary broadcaster to retire after this season 



Posted: 11:18 AM, Jan 17, 2019 Updated: 11:18 AM, Jan 17, 2019  

By: Jeff Wallner | WCPO contributor  

 

CINCINNATI — Whether on the back porch, in a car, or sitting in the ballpark stands, Cincinnati Reds fans have 

spent the past 45 baseball summers listening to the voice of Marty Brennaman emanating from the radio.  

 

Although in recent years they haven’t heard Brennaman’s signature phrase “And this one belongs to the Reds!” as 

often as they’d like, the phrase will take on greater significance for fans now that Brennaman has announced he’s 

retiring from broadcasting after the 2019 season. 

 

“It’s something that I’ve anguished over more than anything I’ve anguished over in my life,” Brennaman said 

Wednesday. “I wake up at night at 4 o’clock in the morning and I stare off into the darkness and think about what 

I’m doing. It’s something I’ve thought about for a long time. This is tough for me.”  

 

It’s hard for anyone to imagine Reds baseball without Brennaman. As Reds CEO Bob Castellini noted during the 

press conference on Wednesday, Brennaman has been a part of Reds baseball for more than 30 percent of the 

franchise’s 150 years of existence.  

 

Allow that to sink in.  

 

“All broadcasters work hard, and many are excellent, but there isn’t anybody in baseball -- maybe one other legend, 

Vin Scully -- who has gained the stature and respect as a major league baseball announcer than Marty Brennaman,” 

Castellini said. “We are forever indebted to his service.”  

 

It certainly seems like forever.  

 

Brennaman, now 76, was an unfamiliar name to most Reds fans in 1974 when he was hired to replace Al Michaels. 

By then he’d already been named sportscaster of the year in the state of Virginia four times while broadcasting 

games for the Virginia Squires of the American Basketball Association, a New York Mets minor-league affiliate in 

Norfolk, and football at Virginia Tech and William & Mary. 

 

But the Cincinnati Reds were an entirely different animal for the young Brennaman. The Reds, already dubbed the 

"Big Red Machine," were on the cusp of winning back-to-back World Series titles. And Michaels’ popularity had 

just begun to take hold when he left Cincinnati for San Francisco.  

 

Enter Brennaman, a wet-behind-the-ears broadcaster from Portsmouth, Virginia, who in his second spring training 

game with the Reds mistakenly referred to Al Lopez Field in Tampa as Al Michaels Field. His broadcast partner, Joe 

Nuxhall, turned an embarrassing moment into an anecdote that would follow Brennaman through the rest of his 

career by saying, “We haven’t even begun the regular season and I already have material for the banquet circuit next 

fall.” 

 

From that point until Nuxhall’s passing in 2007, “Marty and Joe” were synonymous with Cincinnati Reds baseball 

over a period of 31 seasons. So well-known and popular were this pair that mail addressed to them would find its 

way to the ballpark without an address.  

 

Over his more than four decades in the booth, Brennaman called the most iconic moments in Reds history, including 

World Series titles in 1975 and ’76, Tom Seaver’s no-hitter in 1978, Pete Rose eclipsing Ty Cobb's all-time hits 

mark in 1985, Tom Browning’s perfect game in 1988, another World Series title in 1990, Ken Griffey Jr.’s 500th 

and 600th career home runs, and a pair of NL Central titles under manager Dusty Baker in 2010 and ‘12. 

  

Brennaman was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 2000 as a recipient of the Ford C. Frick Award, 

given annually to a broadcaster “for major contributions to the game of baseball.” Brennaman, Red Barber (WSAI, 

1934-1938), Al Helfer (WSAI, 1935-36) and Russ Hodges (WFBE, 1932) are the only Reds announcers ever to 

receive the award.  

 

In 2018, Brennaman was named Ohio sportscaster of the year for the 17th time.  



 

In 2005, Brennaman was inducted into the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association Hall of Fame in 

Salisbury, NC and the National Radio Hall of Fame in Chicago.  

 

In 1999, he was inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. In October 2013, he was inducted into the Hampton 

Roads (VA) Sports Hall of Fame. And in 2009, he was selected by the American Sportscasters Association as one of 

the Top 50 broadcasters of all time.  

 

In addition to baseball, Brennaman also has broadcast the NCAA men’s basketball tournament, including 15 

regional tournaments and 11 Final Fours. His son, Thom, also broadcasts Reds games.  

 

“Nobody loves their job more than I do,” Brennaman said. “I love to broadcast baseball. I’ve worked for wonderful 

people who’ve been very good to me. I’ll miss the people most.” 

 

Brennaman’s precision broadcasting skill was only outdone by his dynamic personality. Never one to shy from 

controversy or be overly concerned with political correctness, Mary tells it like it is, and fans, players, and managers 

either love or hate him for it. What Brennaman never lost was their respect.  

 

And, despite numerous offers to broadcast elsewhere, Brennaman never gave in to the temptation to chase fortune in 

a larger market. On display in the basement of his home, Brennaman has a five-year contract from the Boston Red 

Sox to broadcast their games beginning in 1981. It’s written on a legal pad, but never signed.  

 

“I’m happy where I am,” Brennaman said. “I was blessed to come to this city. I’ve raised three kids here. I couldn’t 

imagine living anywhere else. Everybody thinks the grass is always greener. I don’t.” 

 

Off the field, Brennaman has entrenched himself in the local community, drawing much acclaim for his work with 

the Dragonfly Foundation, which assists young cancer patients and their families.  

 

Brennaman figured he would ride off into the sunset after next season without fanfare, but the Reds convinced him 

to give fans throughout baseball the chance to bid him a more formal farewell.  

 

“I’m honored, but uncomfortable,” he said.  

 

Brennaman’s retirement, along with the season-long celebration for the Reds’ 150th anniversary, should make for an 

eventful summer around here.  

 

For Brennaman, the time is right. He and his wife, Amanda, want to continue to travel abroad and enjoy everything 

life has to offer. The grind of a 162-game baseball season, not to mention spring training and the postseason, has 

taken its toll on many baseball families. Brennaman won’t let that happen.  

 

While he plans to stay involved with the Reds organization in retirement, Brennaman has no intention of making a 

cameo appearance in the booth after this season. His final game will be Sept. 29 at PNC Park in Pittsburgh, unless…  

 

“The end of October would be a fitting way for me to say goodbye,” he said, smiling. “I don’t think this thing will 

hit me full force until a year from now, when everybody’s getting ready to go to spring training and I’m not.” 

 

THE STAR PRESS (MUNCIE, INDIANA) 
Fans travel near and far to see Cincinnati Reds in Muncie 

Jake Fox, Muncie Star Press  

Published 9:22 p.m. ET Jan. 17, 2019 | Updated 9:29 p.m. ET Jan. 17, 2019 

 

MUNCIE, Ind. — Rob Jackson used to lay in bed and listen to Cincinnati Reds games on the radio as a kid. 

Sometimes he wondered what would happen when Marty Brennaman and Joe Nuxhall didn't call the games 

anymore. 

 



Nuxhall died in 2007, but Brennaman is still with the Reds today. He recently announced that this will be his last 

season as a broadcaster. 

 

"Now that the day has come, (this year) definitely is going to be melancholy," Jackson said. "But at least Marty is 

going out with his health on the top of his game. Hopefully the team can make it an exciting season for everybody." 

 

Jackson drove two and a half hours from his home in Delphos, Ohio, to see the Reds Caravan at its annual stop at 

Stoops Automotive on Thursday in Muncie. He wanted to get a glove signed by Eugenio Suarez, who answered 

questions and signed autographs for fans along with new teammate Tanner Roark, minor-league catcher Tyler 

Stephenson, broadcasters Jeff Brantley and Jim Day, president of baseball operations Dick Williams and mascot 

Rosie Red. 

 

Somewhere around 500 people packed the place to meet some of the members of the organization and have their 

memorabilia signed. Most brought hats, gloves or cards, but others got more creative — Roark even signed an 

iPhone. 

 

"This has been great," Roark said. "I love it, because you come to these smaller towns and get to interact with people 

who maybe don't have a chance to come to the games. It feels really, really good. I'm from a small town 

(Wilmington, Ill.) of 5,000 people, so I know that feeling." 

 

Suarez was the headliner, as he became a fan favorite and first-time all-star last season. The 27-year-old second 

baseman hit .283 with 34 home runs and 104 RBIs as the Reds finished 67-95, last in the NL Central. He is looking 

for another big year not only from himself, but from the team as well. 

 

"I don't think a lot about (being an all-star)," he said. "I just want to do better every year. I just believe in myself and 

what I can do. Last year was outstanding for me, and I was so proud of myself. Now I want to try and do better." 

 

Roark was also a first-timer on the caravan. He signed with the club this offseason after spending six seasons with 

the Washington Nationals in which he was 64-54 with a 3.59 ERA. Several people went through the line and told 

him, "Welcome to the Reds," and one kid even had on his Nationals jersey. 

 

He's one of several offseason acquisitions fans seem to be excited about. In addition to questions about Brennaman 

and about a possible extension of second baseman Scooter Gennett, someone asked about the trade with the Dodgers 

that brought Yasiel Puig, Matt Kemp, Alex Wood and Kyle Farmer to the Reds. 

 

"I'm excited to meet a lot of the new players," Roark said. "I've faced a lot of these guys before and they've been a 

pain in my butt, because they don't strike out. ... It's good to have them on your side. We have a good group of 

young guys with some veteran leadership that should help them progress. That's what I want to bring" 

 

Jackson added: "This is the best offseason that I can remember in quite awhile. The Dodger trade, that really gave a 

shot of adrenaline to the fan base I think. Hopefully the fans will show up to the ballpark and we'll get on a roll from 

the get-go." 

 

Many of the fans were just as optimistic as the 52-year-old Jackson, who also travels about two and a half hours to 

Great American Ballpark for 20 games per season. He said his whole house is decorated in Reds stuff. Jackson wore 

a grey-with-red-pinstripes Jeff Brantley jersey to the caravan on Thursday, but has about 16 more to choose from. 

His favorite is a 1957 Ted Kluszewski white sleeveless one. 

 

"The Reds are in my blood," Jackson said. 

 

Brennaman helped shape his love for the team, and even though this will be the last season he can listen to him, 

Jackson will be a fan for life. And nights like Thursday are why. 

 

"It warms me up when it's cold outside," he said. "Even without Marty, I've learned that the Reds will go on, 

baseball will go on and my love for the team will go on." 

 



Jake Fox is a high school sports writer at The Star Press. Contact him at (765) 213-5848, jfox@muncie.gannett.com 

or @FoxJake_. 

 

LOUISVILLE COURIER JOURNAL 
For 46 years in Cincinnati, Marty Brennaman has done it his way 

Tim Sullivan, Louisville Courier Journal  
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Marty Brennaman is a blunt instrument by baseball standards, a play-by-play announcer who handles hard truths 

without soft-pedaling. 

 

He is going to be a tough act to follow with the Cincinnati Reds. 

 

“There are guys in this profession that have to measure every word,” Brennaman said Thursday night at Louisville 

Slugger Field. “I think it’s worse today than it’s ever been. 

 

“I couldn’t do that. If at any point they had called me in and said, ‘This has got to stop,’ I’d have to resign.” 

 

Having announced his intention to retire at the end of the 2019 season, his 46th year in the Reds’ radio booth, 

Brennaman’s characteristic candor remains one of the club’s most valuable assets. Though four straight last-place 

finishes have eroded attendance in Cincinnati, WLW nonetheless produced the highest ratings among baseball’s 

flagship stations during the 2018 season. 

 

While much of that is attributable to the radio station’s 50,000-watt signal, some of it surely owes to the following 

Brennaman has built and maintained for four decades since the breakup of the Big Red Machine. 

 

His style, he says, is unpopular “because most guys inherently want to be liked.” But while Brennaman’s refusal to 

sugar-coat the club’s shortcomings has sometimes aggravated upper management and caused clubhouse 

confrontations with such stars as Ken Griffey Jr. and Dave Concepcion, it seems to resonate with those fans who 

prefer straight talk to spin. 

 

His listeners don’t always agree with him, nor do they understand all of his digressions, inside jokes or unconcealed 

antipathy toward pitcher Homer Bailey, but they know what they hear will be either heartfelt or humorous.   

 

“Maybe my act wouldn’t have flown in some other city,” Brennaman said. ”I’ve never approached it as a life and 

death proposition. I’m going to laugh. I’m going to be self-deprecating. I’m going to talk about a lot of things that a 

lot of guys in my profession don’t talk about.” 

 

Baseball’s long season is longer still for bad ballclubs, and local announcers must be able to improvise if they are to 

hold an audience through the lean years. 

 

For a time, the Reds’ radio booth doubled as a shrine to Elvis Presley and, later, to pro wrestling. Periodically, 

Brennaman will enliven a spring training game (or a Hall of Fame acceptance speech) by spotting Harold Lauder 

warming up in the bullpen. That Lauder never gets into a game is probably due to him being a fictional character 

from a Stephen King novel. 

 

Over the years, a man learns to lighten up.   

 

When he first began broadcasting Reds games in 1974, Brennaman would take losses home and take them hard. 

Sparky Anderson told him he had to leave the stress to the manager or he wouldn’t last. 

 

Once prone to refer to the Reds as “we,” Brennaman stopped using the plural pronoun after pitcher Jack Billingham 

asked him how many hits he had contributed to a blowout of the Atlanta Braves. 

 

“That was a defining moment in my career,” Brennaman said. “People will resurrect a tape from 1975 and I cringe.” 



 

As his style has evolved, Brennaman has been careful to draw a distinction between “telling it like it is” and “telling 

it like I think it is,” mindful that even an embedded announcer may not be privy to all pertinent information in real 

time. His cautionary tale on this score involves criticizing the outfield play of Reds’ slugger George Foster during a 

game in which Foster was running a 104-degree temperature. 

 

“I’m sure over the years I’ve said things that made people cringe,” he said. “When John Allen was the (chief 

operating officer), we’d be in social situations with people and someone would bring up my candor and John would 

say, “You have to understand that the opinions expressed by Marty are not necessarily those of the club.’” 

 

Yet despite his staunchly independent spirit, and the brinkmanship of his 1980s battles with former Reds President 

Dick Wagner, Brennaman is one of only six big-league announcers to work 40 years for a single club. 

 

“I’ve always felt the time was going to come when I had to make a decision and I still had my health about me,” he 

said. “Because there are things I want to do and places I want to go with my wife. 

 

“I’m healthy as a horse, but when you get to be my age, you can have everything working perfectly and drop dead in 

the next two minutes. I ain’t gonna roll the dice. They wanted me to work until I had 50 years and I would be 80 

years old and I said, ‘Nah, I’m not doing that.’” 

 

He plans to work through Sept. 26, the Reds’ last home game, and to pay homage to at least one fictional relief 

pitcher. 

 

“Harold,” he promised, “will be in bullpens in spring training.” 

 

Tim Sullivan: 502-582-4650, tsullivan@courier-journal.com 

 

CHILLICOTHE GAZETTE 
Reds players kickoff caravan tour by stopping through Chillicothe, discuss busy offseason 

David Wysong, Chillicothe Gazette | Chillicothe | The Chillicothe Gazette  
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CHILLICOTHE – The Cincinnati Reds kicked off their Reds Caravan Tour by stopping in Chillicothe. 

 

The Reds made a stop to talk to media members in Chillicothe on Thursday as players and members of the 

organization discussed the upcoming season. The players included pitchers Sal Romano and Cody Reed, minor 

league infielder Brantley Bell, and all-star second baseman Scooter Gennett. Broadcaster Jeff Piecoro and Vice 

President and Senior Advisor to the General Manager Shawn Pender were also there. 

 

The Caravan comes during a busy offseason as the Reds already made a blockbuster deal, sending pitcher Homer 

Bailey, three prospects, and cash to the Los Angeles Dodgers for outfielders Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp, and 

starting pitcher Alex Wood. 

 

“Anytime that a club becomes aggressive as we have in this offseason it adds excitement I’m sure not only to the 

fans but also the players – you can sense it,” Pender said. 

 

Gennett said he thinks the team being aggressive in the offseason is great. 

 

“I think that the fans were wanting something, expecting something to be done, multiple things to be done this 

offseason and I think they’ve done that,” Gennett said. “I think they’ve given a lot of hope … for a winning season 

and ultimately a successful season and I think that’s what the fans needed. The past couple years at least that I have 

been a part of have been rough and I know that they’re frustrated and as are we. So, I hope they’re excited and we’re 

definitely excited about that.” 

 



Gennett had been in the news recently as he agreed to a one-year deal with the club to avoid arbitration just last 

week. 

 

“In a perfect world I would have got exactly however many years I wanted and exactly how many dollars I wanted 

but they’re just not ready yet – I think that their focus is still on maybe getting another arm,” Gennett said. “They 

have control over me for this year and there’s a qualifying offer, so I am assuming that I’ll probably be here next 

year as well, which I don’t want anything more than that. I want to be on this team. What I don’t want to do is, when 

you sign a bad deal, or they call them team-friendly deals or a discount deal, it affects [other players] and what 

[they] can make … They know I want to be a Red, they want me to be a Red, but we’re just not there yet on the 

long-term talks, which is okay.” 

 

The Reds have not just added new players to the roster, but also have a new team manager as they announced the 

hiring of David Bell in October. 

 

Bell was a minor league manager for the Reds from 2008-2011 and spent the last two seasons with the San 

Francisco Giants as the vice president of player development. 

 

“To see the type of guy that David Bell is, look at the guys he’s brought in, guys that have had so much success at 

other teams and postseason teams, but they followed David here to Cincinnati to help this team get back on track,” 

Romano said. “That just speaks very highly of what type of person, what type of coach David has always been, so I 

think that’s huge for us.” 

 

Of the most recent Reds news was that hall of fame radio broadcaster Marty Brennaman announced that 2019 will 

be his last season calling Reds games. Brennaman, 76, has called Reds games since 1974. 

 

“He was probably one of the first guys that I met when I made my debut in Houston,” Reed said. “He’s definitely 

going to be missed around Reds country for sure … His distinct voice, everyone can hear him as soon as he starts 

talking, you don’t even got to see him, you just know it’s him.” 

 

Various Reds players and members of the organizations will be touring around parts of Ohio, Kentucky, West 

Virginia and Indiana from Thursday until Sunday. The team’s pitchers and catchers report to spring training Feb. 13 

and the first spring training action for the team will take place Feb. 23 against the Cleveland Indians. The team’s 

2019 season opener is March 28 at home against the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

 

THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN (CAMBRIDGE, OHIO) 
 

Reds Caravan stops in Cambridge 

By STACY MATHEWS / The Daily Jeffersonian  

Jan. 18, 2019 

 

As the snow was falling Thursday afternoon, the Cincinnati Reds Caravan made a brief stop at the Pritchard 

Laughlin Civic Center to talk baseball.  

 

The caravan, presented by Cincinnati USA Regional Tourism, travels through Reds country January 17-20. Four 

separate tours will stop at 17 public stops and travel through five states.  

 

Stopping in Cambridge was the North tour. Participating were second baseman Scooter Gennett, pitchers Sal 

Romano and Cody Reed, minor league infielder Brantley Bell, Vice President of Player Development Shawn Pender 

and mascot Mr. Red.  

 

Fans of all ages were in attendance to meet the players and get a few autographs and pictures.  

 

Romano and Gennett both spoke to the young athletes, sharing a few words of advice. 

  



“When I was younger, I played a lot of different sports,” Romano said. “I’m not saying you should quit everything, 

but I chose the sport that I was best at and focused on that.  

 

“As you continue to work and practice, forget about the bad days, the bad games. Keep moving forward and don’t 

give up,” he said.  

 

Scooter, a 2018 All-Star and Cincinnati native, asked the kids if they enjoy playing sports and having fun. He asked 

them if it is fun when a teammate goofs off and causes everyone on the team to run extra laps. Most kids said no.  

 

“You have control of that,” he said. “You can lead your team by example and work hard at practice and encourage 

your team to work hard. That is where you get better, stronger. Practice. Practice is very important.”  

 

After making some big off-season trades, Pender spoke highly of this year’s team. It is a new season with a similar 

goal; stay healthy and win games.  

 

“The franchise continues to make aggressive moves,” Pender said. “Since the Reds might not have as many 

resources as other franchises in the division, we believe strongly in building our team from within, seeing our young 

guys grow into strong players is important.”  

 

With pitchers and catchers reporting to Spring Training in less than a month, the players on hand are anxious to get 

the season started. Reds opening day is March 28, at 4:10 p.m., in Cincinnati. 

 

ZANESVILLE TIMES RECORDER 
 

Reds Caravan: Gennett excited for 2019, his future 

Second baseman likes moves the team has made, expresses optimism 

Sam Blackburn, Zanesville Times Recorder 
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ZANESVILLE - Snow flew and temperatures were in the low 30s for another Reds Caravan on Thursday in 

Zanesville, but Lebanon native Scooter Gennett was prepared for another Ohio winter. 

 

Sporting a hoodie under his No. 3 jersey and a Reds stocking cap, the team's beloved second baseman signed 

autographs, posed for photos and visited with local media at WHIZ Media Group during the trip's North Tour. 

 

He was joined by Reds teammates Sal Romano and Cody Reed, minor league infielder Brantley Bell, Vice President 

of Player Development Shawn Pender and Fox Sports Ohio's Brian Giesenschlag and Jeff Piecoro. 

 

Zanesville was the fourth stop of five of the day, following private visits at radio affiliates in Cincinnati, Chillicothe 

and Cambridge.  

 

Some fans brought their own action photos of Gennett, while others had him sign baseballs or his famous "Scooter 

on a scooter" bobblehead, given out last season. 

 

He even stopped to hug a few children, although it was often difficult to judge who was smiling more during the 

process.  

 

"It’s a lot of fun," Gennett said. "Being able to go to these smaller towns, those people, whether it’s work and can’t 

travel or get to a game, they’re able to meet players and ask us questions, and it’s awesome. That’s the cool part of 

what we do." 

 

In a month — Feb. 18, to be exact — Gennett and the rest of the team's position players will be off to Goodyear, 

Arizona, for the start of spring training, Pitchers and catchers report on Feb. 13. 

 

Gennett's career ascended like Apple stock upon his arrival with the Reds in a 2017 waiver claim. 



 

He batted .295 with career highs of 27 homers and 97 RBIs in only 497 plate appearances that year playing three 

positions. He showed it was no fluke last season, hitting .310 with 23 homers with 92 RBIs in 638 plate 

appearances. 

 

His 4.5 WAR (wins above replacement) in 2018, according to Fangraphs.com, led the team and ranked 20th in the 

National League. This, despite a barking right shoulder hindering his play at times that he said is now healthy. 

 

Gennett said he always felt the ability was there, dating to his days splitting time with Rickie Weeks in Milwaukee. 

Regular playing time and piece of mind have played critical roles in development, he said, not to mention the trust 

from previous managers Bryan Price and Jim Riggleman to play him against left-handed pitching. 

 

"It’s not an excuse because a lot of guys go through this, but I always felt like I had to play well to have a chance to 

play the next day," Gennett said of his days with the Brewers. "It’s not a good way to play the game. Hopefully the 

communication is there, like ‘hey this is your role, don’t press. We’re going to give you an opportunity.’ I never got 

that talk, only a few guys do. 

 

"But when I came to the Reds I wasn’t in a starting role, which I understood, but there was an opportunity there," he 

added. "(Staying in against lefties) made me comfortable and not press or worry as much, and just go out and play 

and take advantage of these opportunities, and I did." 

 

His production meant a nice salary bump, from $5.7 million in 2018 to the $9.8 million he recently settled for in 

arbitration for 2019. He wants a long-term contract with the team, but the Reds' front office has kept its options 

open. 

 

General Manager Dick Williams said as much in an interview in December with the Cincinnati Enquirer. 

 

"Flexibility is important to us," Williams said. "We will be careful about a lot of extensions." 

 

With No. 1 prospect Nick Senzel waiting for playing time— he is an infielder by trade — Gennett's name has been 

mentioned as a possible trade piece in the team's continued quest to find more pitching. 

 

He said he has been told by the Reds brass, including owner Bob Castellini, "that they want me here and they want 

me here for a long time." 

 

That, of course makes him wonder about the extension. With another year of team control, and a possible qualifying 

offer to follow, meaning Gennett likely has two more seasons with the team without the extension. 

 

He knows the front office is using its current resources to make immediate team improvements, something it has 

already done with the trades for former Washington Nationals starting pitcher Tanner Roark and the blockbuster 

deal with the Dodgers to bring in starting pitcher Alex Wood, outfielders Matt Kemp and Yasiel Puig and utility 

infielder Kyle Farmer. 

 

He gets it. He also appreciates their willingness to improve the current roster with proven players, something that 

wasn't always a part of the rebuild in past years. 

 

He said the team is excited at the prospects of 2019 and senses the same from fans, adding he feels the players and 

front office are "finally on the same page, which is good for us." 

 

"We've done more in this past offseason than I can even remember, maybe in the whole history of the Reds in my 

life," Gennett said. "And that's awesome. That's what the fans want to see. The want to see a front office that is 

trying to compete and put on a good show for the city. ... That's basically why you pay. This is it. It's our time now." 

 

sblackbu@gannett.com 

 



THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT (MAYSVILLE, KENTUCKY) 
Reds Caravan crashes Maysville 

January 18, 2019 The Ledger Independent Sports  

Evan Dennison - edennison@cmpapers.com 

 

The annual Reds Caravan made their stop in Maysville on Thursday to talk shop and meet and greet for those who 

were invited at the Maysville Conference Center put on by radio sponsor and hosting the event, WFTM. 

 

The event was closed to the public, but members of the tour that included manager David Bell, CEO Phil Castellini, 

Assistant General manager Sam Grossman, broadcaster Thom Brennaman, outfielder Jesse Winker, outfielder 

Phillip Ervin, minor league outfielder Stuart Fairchild, catching instructor Corky Miller and Mr. Redlegs fielded 

questions and signed autographs for those in attendance. 

 

With the trade in December that netted Yaisel Puig, Alex Wood and Matt Kemp from the Dodgers, Reds fans have 

some excitement and optimism as the season nears with pitchers and catchers reporting to Spring Training in 

Arizona on February 13. The club also added Tanner Roark from Washington and were finally able to rid from 

Homer Bailey and his underwhelming play the last few seasons in the Dodger trade. 

 

Manager David Bell takes over a team that’s failed to crack the 70-win marker the last four seasons. Bell is excited 

for the opportunity.  

 

“I know this organization well from being in this division and working here in the past. It was quite a ways ago now, 

but I do know this group that we have and when I walked in here it was a group I was really excited about. It’s a 

good group, so much work has been done by people in this organization,” Bell said. “Past staffs, the players…to 

really get on the brink of having a lot of success. I’m walking into a situation where a lot of work has been done. 

From day one I love the group that we have and now we’ve added to that. That’s part of it, you’re always trying to 

build the best team on the field and we’re committed to that. The entire organization is committed to that and that’s 

what you have to do. It’s a great group, again I feel like I’ve been around the job for a bit, but know the best part 

starts soon and I get to be around the guys everyday and really get to know them.” 

 

Based off discussions in the trade market and in the media, the Reds may not be done adding to the roster yet as they 

look at possibly adding another starter to the rotation. Cleveland’s Corey Kluber’s name has come up constantly 

over the past few months, or it could come via free agency in possibly adding another veteran arm or two, Dallas 

Kuechel’s name surfacing in those talks. 

 

“We’re talking to all the agents, all the clubs constantly. We feel like the depth of our farm system is good. We feel 

like we do have a little bit of financial flexibility still. We’re talking to teams everyday trying to figure out how to 

make the team better,” Assistant General Manager Sam Grossman said. 

 

Making the team better remains a constant search for the front office. In an ultra-competitive NL Central that still 

has the Cubs with virtually the same roster, a Brewers team that was two wins from making the World Series and a 

Cardinals team that upgraded their roster, additional depth would be a plus if the Reds want to compete and get back 

to the playoffs for the first time since 2013. In order to do so, some more guys on the farm system may have to be 

dangled around to get a deal done, much like with the Dodgers trade. 

 

“We hated to give up guys as talented as Jeter Downs. It comes back to the last couple of years we’ve been investing 

in the farm system and the draft and we feel like we have the ability to give up a guy like that because we wanted to 

infuse talent into the team,” Grossman said. “Even if some of those guys are one-year guys we think it’s important 

for David, the club, Phil and his guys to step forward. We’ll see what happens but we think putting that talent on the 

field is going to pay off relative to what we gave up.” 

 

The lineup looks stacked with guys like Joey Votto, Eugenio Suarez, Puig, Kemp, Scooter Gennett and Winker up 

and down it. But one question lurks in the field…who plays centerfield with Billy Hamilton’s departure? 

 



“I would tell you, but I want to tell them first,” Bell said. “We would go into the season exactly where we are right 

now and feel great about it. These guys are athletes, just because they may not have come up at a certain position, 

we’re not afraid to move guys around and challenge guys. We have athletes on our team that are capable of playing 

multiple positions and I think you may see that a little bit more. We see that as a positive.” 

 

Thom Brennaman was asked about the news of his father, Marty, announcing yesterday that the 2019 will be his last 

with Reds in the broadcasting booth. 

 

“He’s had an incredible career. Thank God he’s been healthy and he’s been an incredible announcer for a long, long 

time. I don’t say that as his son, I say it as a person that tries to do the same thing he does for a living,” Thom 

Brennaman said. “I tried to talk him out of it for about the last two years, shows what kind of pull I have. I’m 

excited for him, I’m really happy for him. He’s glad about it, he’s able to walk away.” 

 

The Q & A session closed with a fan asking Ervin and Winker what their favorite moments were so far as a Major 

Leaguer. Ervin’s answer was simple. 

 

“My first hit. I hit a homerun,” Ervin said. 

 

Winker’s was more of a team accomplishment when the Reds were playing their best baseball of the season last 

year. 

 

“My favorite moment was when we swept the Cubs at home last year. That was my welcome to Cincinnati moment. 

That just showed the excitement of the fans,” Winker said. “Opening Day is great, Opening Day is always going to 

be great. This was in the middle of the season, we were playing well, our record wasn’t the best, but it just showed 

the excitement of the fans and beating that team at home and sweeping them.” 

 

Winker is getting back to 100 percent after shoulder surgery, who said he’s been hitting off the tee and getting closer 

and closer to a clean bill of health. 

 

Just 32 more days until the Reds will be in Goodyear, Arizona, to start workouts for Spring Training, 37 for their 

first Spring Training game against Cleveland and 70 days until the Reds open up with Pittsburgh to start the season. 

 

Evan Dennison 

edennison@cmpapers.com 

 

NEWS AND TRIBUNE (JEFFERSONVILLE, INDIANA) 
Elite prospect, Hall of Famers and a Hoosier highlight Reds Caravan stop in Louisville  

BY CRAIG PEARSON craig.pearson@newsandtribune.com  

JAN. 18, 2019 

 

LOUISVILLE — The visit of the Reds Caravan to Louisville Slugger Field signaled Thursday that baseball season 

— like Great American Ballpark — is not all that far up the road. 

 

As he announced Wednesday, it will be the 55th and final season for Hall of Fame broadcaster Marty Brennaman. 

Fans and passionate baseball people have spent the last 24 hours sharing through social media Brennaman's 

influence on their lives. 

 

Brownsburg, Indiana, native Tucker Barnhart added his thoughts. 

 

"I grew up in Indianapolis so I vividly remember traveling to games in the summer and there would be Reds games 

on the radio. I listened to Marty growing up. He called all of my firsts in the big leagues. That, to me, is really 

special," Barnhart said. 

 

Also special for Barnhart, Reds' prospect Taylor Trammell and fans of the Reds was the chance to talk with Hall of 

Famer Joe Morgan, who was on the panel taking questions from the hundreds of enthusiastic fans gathered. 



 

Morgan talked with Trammell, who is a big reason why the Reds have a farm system ranked among the best in 

baseball. Fangraphs.com put their minor-league system sixth, for example. 

 

Morgan, 75, said his mentoring doesn't involve mechanical or on-field advice. 

 

"As I told Taylor, I'm more a philosopher now. I tell you how to go about your business, some of the things that are 

important," Morgan said. "You have to work hard and why you work hard. What's working hard and smart at the 

same time. I'll see him in spring training and I'll try to pass along some of the wisdom that was passed along to me 

when I was a young player learning my way and trying to get to the big leagues." 

 

The 21-year-old Trammell was asked by fans how soon he'd be in Louisville suiting up for the Bats. His response: 

"As soon as possible." 

 

Trammell finished his second full season of professional baseball in 2018, flashing some power to go with his elite 

speed. The left-handed center fielder, a native of Powder Springs, Georgia, hit eight home runs with 19 doubles and 

four triples in 110 games last season for the Daytona Tortugas, the Reds' Class A-Advanced squad. He had an OPS 

of .781. 

 

It's hard to project the rate of the former first-round pick's ascension through the minors but an arrival in Louisville 

in late 2019 or 2020 could be on the horizon. 

 

"For me personally, it's consistency," Trammell said of his goals for the 2019 season. "The team is going to do its 

part. Everything will fall in place if I'm consistent with at-bats, defensive wise and attitude and everything like that. 

Consistency and consistently winning." 

 

Winning was a buzz word Thursday among fans and Reds' players. 

 

Reds general manager Nick Krall sent a message to Reds' players with a busy off-season. The team has acquired 

proven veteran pitchers Alex Wood and Tanner Roark as well as outfielders Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp. 

 

"As players to kind of feel that the organization is ready to start moving forward and starting to win and providing 

us with the best assets they possibly can to start winning now, it's nice," Barnhart said. "We haven't been very good 

the last few years. Being a part of that, it stinks. Seeing the organization go out and spend some money and spend 

some time trying to trade for guys and put their best foot forward trying to win now." 

 

Cincinnati fans are clearly excited about the team's prospects to become a more legit contender in the NL Central. 

Sellersburg native Jordan Sellmer, who attends IUPUI, made the drive down from Indianapolis and was able to get 

Morgan's autograph. 

 

"I've always grown up with the Reds, my dad [Jim Sellmer] is a big Reds fan. I usually go to one of these caravan 

stops every year. Compared to the last couple of years, in terms of the fan excitement, everyone's a lot more 

excited," Sellmer said. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
01/17/19 

Washington Nationals sent SS Matt Reynolds outright to Fresno Grizzlies. 

New York Mets invited non-roster 1B Peter Alonso to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster SS Andres Gimenez to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster LHP Anthony Kay to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster LHP P.J. Conlon to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster C Patrick Mazeika to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster LHP David Peterson to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster C Colton Plaia to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster RHP Ryder Ryan to spring training. 



New York Mets invited non-roster C Ali Sanchez to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster RHP Corey Taylor to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster LF Tim Tebow to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster RHP Joshua Torres to spring training. 

New York Mets invited non-roster RHP Stephen Villines to spring training. 

Baltimore Orioles sent C Andrew Susac outright to Norfolk Tides. 


