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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Kole Calhoun home run ends long drought, helps Angels avoid home sweep 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM – Kole Calhoun had the count in his favor, and an 0-for-25 streak working against him, when 
Nick Vincent pumped a 3-and-1 fastball off the outside corner in the seventh inning Sunday. The Angels’ 
right fielder did not like the pitch. Umpire Ryan Additon did, calling it a strike despite the dubious 
daylight separating the ball from the outside corner of the plate. 

Calhoun did not let his opportunity pass on 3-and-2. 

Vincent offered another fastball, this time closer to the middle of the plate, and Calhoun swatted a 
home run to left-center field. That proved to be the decisive blow late in a tie game. The Angels beat the 
Seattle Mariners 4-3 to avoid an embarrassing four-game sweep in front of an announced crowd of 
35,578 at Angel Stadium. 

“We threw yesterday and the first two days away,” Angels outfielder Justin Upton said. 

Upton joined the party by hitting a three-run homer in the third inning against Mariners pitcher Marco 
Gonzales. Upton has four home runs in his past four games after belting a pair in Saturday’s loss. This 
one gave the Angels a short-lived 3-1 lead. 

In a warm afternoon game decided by homers, the Mariners tied the game 3-3 in the next inning. 

Kyle Seager singled against Angels starter Jaime Barría with one out in the fourth inning. On the Barría’s 
pitch, Mariners designated hitter Dan Vogelbach pummeled a fastball into the bleachers for a two-run 
home run. Vogelbach was a last-minute substitute when Nelson Cruz was scratched due to illness. 

The score was still tied when Calhoun hit his 19th homer of the season, his first since Sept. 1. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said that Calhoun “has been hitting the ball hard since he came back” 
from an oblique injury in June. 

“I’m a little surprised to hear that it was 0-for-25,” Scioscia said. “It was a good time for it.” 

Seattle broke a scoreless tie in the third inning. Dee Gordon led off with a single to right field and scored 
on a double by Mitch Haniger that rattled around the left field corner. Barría got out of a couple early 
jams by picking off Denard Span with two outs in the first, and striking out David Freitas to end a 10-
pitch at-bat in the third. 

Barría, a 22-year-old rookie, undid his own efforts on back-to-back pitches in the fourth inning. 

Instead of burying an 0-and-1 changeup, he left the pitch over the plate for Seager to pull a line drive 
into right field. Instead of locating a sinker below the knees of Vogelbach, he left the pitch letter-high for 
the full-framed first baseman. 
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“I was mad. I felt that was the right pitch but not in the right spot,” Barría said through an interpreter. 
“After that, I used that energy. It should have been one run, not two runs, on the home run.” 

Barría retired the final five batters he faced. In five innings he allowed six hits, walked one batter, and 
struck out three. His earned-run average crept up from 3.53 to 3.61. 

Calhoun’s homer made a winner of Angels right-hander Taylor Cole (2-2), who pitched two scoreless 
innings in relief while striking out three batters. Justin Anderson pitched a scoreless eighth inning, and 
Ty Buttrey struck out the side in the ninth inning to pick up his third save. 

Cole has a 1.37 earned-run average in 12 relief appearances this season. Scioscia singled out the rookie 
for his ability to pitch multiple innings out of the bullpen effectively – something the Angels lacked after 
losing Yusmeiro Petit as a free agent, and before Cole debuted in July. 

“I think being with the Angels this year and starting in Salt Lake, I think they realized quickly that I was 
able to go multiple innings,” Cole said. “I think that the Angels like most of their guys to be able to do 
that, especially their guys coming up from Triple-A. I think it fit into my role perfect because I had a 
starting rotation past.” 

Jefry Marte got his first start since Sept. 7 and finished with two of the Angels’ seven hits. Rookie 
Michael Hermosillo started in center field on a rare day off for Mike Trout, and went 1 for 2 with a 
double. 

The Angels (74-76) avoided being swept in a four-game series at home for the first time since June, and 
for the first time at the Mariners’ hands since 2005. 

 

Hamstring injury puts David Fletcher’s rookie season in jeopardy 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM – David Fletcher’s rookie season might be over after the infielder strained his left hamstring in 
the first inning Sunday against the Seattle Mariners. 

Although he was able to walk off the field on his own after hitting a double, Fletcher will not accompany 
the Angels on their trip to Oakland on Monday. The Angels have 12 games remaining this season, ending 
with a Sept. 29 home game against the A’s. 

“He’ll be evaluated (Monday) but naturally any time you tweak a hamstring with two weeks to go in the 
season, it’s not good,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 

In 307 plate appearances this season, Fletcher has a .275 batting average with one home run, 18 
doubles and two triples in 80 games. He’s gotten the majority of the starts at second base since the 
Angels traded Ian Kinsler to the Boston Red Sox. 
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The Cypress native has seen time at four different positions and has contributed 1.8 Wins Above 
Replacement, according to both Baseball Reference and Fangraphs. 

In his only at-bat of the game Sunday, Fletcher poked a 2-and-2 cut fastball from Marco Gonzales down 
a deserted first-base line. He slowed abruptly before reaching first base, then jogged leisurely to second 
base with plenty of time to spare, favoring his injured left leg. 

Kaleb Cowart replaced Fletcher as a pinch runner and remained in the game at second base. 

Fletcher, 24, said he has no history of hamstring injuries. 

“I think it’s just a minor strain,” Fletcher said. “Hopefully it’s pretty quick, but I don’t know if it’s season 
ending. … It’s nothing too crazy.” 

LONG LOOK FOR FERNANDEZ 

Jose Fernandez’s name was not in the lineup Sunday, a rarity this month. The 30-year-old rookie had 
started eight consecutive games, all at first base. Jefry Marte, a right-handed hitter, took his place 
against the left-handed Gonzales. 

Fernandez is one of 15 Angels to make their major league debuts in 2018, a franchise record. After three 
back-and-forth trips on the Salt Lake shuttle, he began the day Sunday with an encouraging .738 on-base 
plus slugging percentage since Sept. 1. 

Are 93 plate appearances enough to demonstrate that Fernandez has proven himself as an everyday 
major leaguer? 

“To say he’s shown enough, I don’t know if he’s had enough of a look to say that he’s shown anything 
like that,” Scioscia said. 

If anything, that bodes well for the final two weeks of Fernandez’s season. The Angels have no reason 
not to give him a longer look at first base. The position will remain a question mark so long as Albert 
Pujols remains under contract. At 38 years old, Pujols’ health no longer allows him to play a full season 
in the field. 

Pujols will enter his age-39 season having undergone procedures on his knee and elbow after making 70 
starts at first base in 2018. The Angels could use a left-handed hitting complement to the right-handed 
veteran. During his eight consecutive starts, Fernandez reached base in all but one game and hit the first 
two home runs of his career. 

“His bat-to-ball skills are terrific,” Scioscia said. “He can square it up, uses all fields, but i think everyone 
loves the way he swings the bat, loves his approach at the plate.” 

FOR STARTERS 
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After Monday’s off-day, Tyler Skaggs will start the opener of a three-game series against the Oakland A’s 
on Tuesday. The left-hander, who hasn’t pitched since Aug. 11 because of a groin strain, threw a bullpen 
Sunday. 

The A’s are expected to counter with an “opener,” a relief pitcher who is not expected to complete 
multiple innings. Right-hander Liam Hendriks has been used in this role most often, and he’s pitched 
only one inning in the last four days. 

Felix Peña will oppose left-hander Brett Anderson on Wednesday, and right-hander Matt Shoemaker will 
oppose A’s right-hander Edwin Jackson on Thursday. 

ALSO 

Hailey Dawson, 8, threw the ceremonial first pitch to complete her tour across all 30 MLB parks. Dawson 
was born without three fingers on her right hand and uses a 3D-printed hand to throw the ball. … Shohei 
Ohtani still has not announced whether he has accepted a doctor’s recommendation of Tommy John 
surgery on his injured right elbow. Asked whether becoming a closer was an option, Scioscia said that 
“should be tough to do” if Ohtani continues his routine as a hitter. “Once he makes a decision, he should 
be able to get back into the rotation and be the dynamic starter he can be,” Scioscia said. … Ohtani 
tweaked his left ankle sliding into second base on an unsuccessful steal attempt in the ninth inning. 
Although the ankle was wrapped heavily after the game, Scioscia said Ohtani “will be fine for Tuesday.” 

 

                 FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES     

Kole Calhoun ends skid with a timely home run in Angels’ 4-3 victory 

By Maria Torres 

A two-out home run ball bounced off the landscaping in Angel Stadium’s left-center field, ricocheting 
into the grass to give Kole Calhoun his 19th home run and the Angels a one-run lead as they beat the 
Seattle Mariners 4-3 on Sunday. 

The 395-foot , which ended Calhoun’s skid at 0 for 25, was the second hit by the Angels on an afternoon 
where little else rolled their way. The Angels mustered only seven hits and were one for seven with 
runners in scoring position. The offense, which sparked once with left fielder Justin Upton’s three-run 
home run in the third inning and dimmed until Calhoun’s shot, combined for nine strikeouts. The Angels 
left four runners on base. 

So when Calhoun, perhaps the game’s unlikeliest hero, stepped into the box against reliever Nick 
Vincent (3-4), the matchup seemed destined to produce an out. Calhoun had faced Vincent, a 32-year-
old right-hander from Long Beach State, seven times and managed one hit. 

But the script flipped. Calhoun worked a 3-and-1 count. Even after Vincent received a called strike on a 
pitch that tracking systems showed was outside the zone, Calhoun retained the upper hand. So Vincent 
tried to sneak an 88-mph cutter under Calhoun’s bat and failed. The sixth pitch of the at-bat came in at 
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the knees. Calhoun reached for it and launched it, setting off the pyrotechnics in the outfield. It was his 
first home run at Angel Stadium since Aug. 10 and his in the 32 games that followed. 

“It’s not always gonna work out,” Calhoun said. “There is no perfect recipe for this game.” 

What Calhoun cooked up was enough, at least for the Angels, who enjoyed another scoreless relief 
outing from right-hander Taylor Cole (2-2) and a quick, three-strikeout save from rookie Ty Buttrey. 

Before that, the Angels saw rookie starting pitcher Jaime Barria labor through a second consecutive 
start. Barria faced three batters in the first inning; beyond that, he was inefficient. He spent 32 pitches in 
the first two innings, needing 10 to strike out David Freitas in the second inning for his first of three 
strikeouts. He threw 82 pitches in five innings, gave up three earned runs and six hits. 

Although he rebounded from a four-walk outing against the Texas Rangers on Monday by walking only 
one batter, Barria gave up a two-run home run to left-handed-hitting designated hitter Dan Vogelbach in 
the fourth inning. 

Barria has given up a home run in each of his last two starts after giving up only one in his previous 34 
2/3 innings over seven starts. 

“I think after the home run from Vogelbach his stuff picked up,” manager Mike Scioscia said. “I think he 
got [ticked] off. He started throwing the ball like he can.” 

David Fletcher’s rookie campaign on pause 

Rookie second baseman and Orange County native David Fletcher strained his left hamstring. 

He was replaced by Kaleb Cowart in the first inning Sunday after knocking his fifth double of September 
to the right-field corner. He pulled up as he was crossing first base and had slowed to a trot by the time 
he reached second base. 

Fletcher will be re-evaluated Monday at Angel Stadium, where he’ll stay behind as the team embarks on 
a two-city jaunt. 

“Hopefully, it’s nothing too serious where I can get back,” he said. 

Since earning a full-time role in the Angels infield at the start of July, Fletcher has batted .268 with 17 
doubles over 66 games. He has distinguished himself defensively, charged with only two errors in the 
617 2/3 innings he logged after his mid-June call-up from triple-A Salt Lake. 

“He’s definitely put his best foot forward when he’s had this opportunity to play everyday,” Scioscia 
said. “I don’t think you’re gonna make a determination on what a guy’s career is gonna be based on 300 
at-bats, but there’s no doubt that David Fletcher has shown that he’s not intimidated or overmatched by 
anything happening on a baseball field and that really bodes well for the future.” 
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Tyler Skaggs scheduled to return 

Left-hander Tyler Skaggs will return to the rotation this week in Oakland, where the Angels will play the 
first three games of their final trip of the season. 

Skaggs, who has been sidelined for a significant time nursing adductor strains, is scheduled to start the 
opener Tuesday. He threw a bullpen session Sunday and reported no lingering effects from the injuries 
that derailed what had been an All-Star-worthy first half and career-best campaign. 

Skaggs faced the Athletics the last time he pitched, on Aug. 11. Although he struck out five batters in 3 
1/3 innings, he gave up 10 hits, including three home runs, and gave up seven earned runs. 

Felix Pena and Matt Shoemaker will start the other two games of the series. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Calhoun’s clutch shot helps Halos snap skid 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Kole Calhoun picked an opportune time to end his 0-for-25 slump. 

Calhoun launched a go-ahead home run in the seventh inning to lift the Angels to a 4-3 win over the 
Mariners in Sunday's series finale at Angel Stadium. 

The Angels' right fielder snapped a 3-3 tie by driving a 3-2 cutter from reliever Nick Vincent out to left-
center field for his 19th home run of the season and his first since Sept. 1 at Houston. 

"I was just looking for a pitch to hit, really, with a 3-2 count and two outs there," Calhoun said. "I was 
looking to put something in play. The ball got a lot of plate and I put a pretty good swing on it." 

Justin Anderson worked a scoreless eighth before giving way to Ty Buttrey, who struck out the side in 
the ninth to earn his third save of the year. Buttrey, who was acquired from the Red Sox as part of 
the Ian Kinsler trade on Aug. 30, has allowed only one run over 13 2/3 innings (0.66 ERA) while striking 
out 16 in his first 13 appearances for the Angels. 

"Ty is showing that whatever situation he's put in, he goes out there and makes pitches," manager Mike 
Scioscia said. "That's a great indicator that a guy can handle the back end of a bullpen and pitching in 
high-leverage situations. His stuff is really good. He's got a fastball that he can get by guys, and he can 
get under their swings with changeups and breaking balls, too. That combination is huge. He showed it 
this afternoon." 

The Angels avoided being swept by the Mariners in a four-game series for the first time since July 7-10, 
2005. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/543883/nick-vincent
http://m.mlb.com/player/605121/justin-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/621142/ty-buttrey
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
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Justin Upton continued his recent power surge by crushing a three-run shot off Mariners left-
hander Marco Gonzales that put the Angels on the board in the third inning. Upton's 30 home runs this 
season set a franchise record for most homers by a left fielder, breaking Garret Anderson's previous 
mark of 29. 

Rookie Jaime Barria did not factor into the decision after surrendering three runs on six hits over five 
innings for the Angels. 

The Mariners opened the scoring in the third after Dee Gordon singled and scored on Mitch Haniger's 
RBI double, but the Angels countered with Upton's three-run shot in the bottom half of the inning. 

After Michael Hermosillo doubled and Kaleb Cowart walked, Upton hammered a 2-1 changeup from 
Gonzales off the right-field wall to give the Angels a 3-1 lead. It was Upton's fourth home run in as many 
games. 

"We didn't do a good job against Upton, there is no question," Seattle manager Scott Servais said. "He 
got some balls up out over the plate and took a ball the other way today. Most of his balls against us 
have been to the pull side. He had a good series, we didn't make good pitches against him." 

The lead proved short-lived, however, as the Mariners came back to tie it on Daniel Vogelbach's two-run 
blast off Barria in the fourth. Vogelbach started at designated hitter on Sunday in place of Nelson Cruz, 
who was a late scratch due to illness. 

Scioscia said he thought Barria was able to channel his frustration from the home run and rebound by 
posting a 1-2-3 fifth in his final inning. 

"I don't know if Jaime was as crisp," Scioscia said. "He lost a lot of counts, he had trouble getting his 
secondary pitches into the game to be effective. I think after the home run from Vogelbach, his stuff 
picked up. I think he got pissed off. He started throwing the ball like he can." 

Taylor Cole replaced Barria in the sixth and pitched two scoreless innings to bridge the gap to the back 
end of the Angels' bullpen. The 29-year-old right-hander has posted a 1.27 ERA in 13 relief appearances 
for the club this season. 

FLETCHER DEPARTS 
Rookie second baseman David Fletcher exited the game in the first inning with a left hamstring strain. 
Fletcher lined a double to right field in his lone at-bat against Gonzales, but he sustained the injury as he 
was starting to round first base and slowed down as he approached second. He was promptly replaced 
by Cowart. 

UP NEXT 
After an off-day on Monday, the Angels will begin their final road trip of the season on Tuesday night 
against the A's at 7:05 p.m. PT at the Coliseum. Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (8-8, 3.78 ERA) will return from 
the disabled list and start for the Angels. He will be opposed by A's right-hander Liam Hendriks (0-1, 5.60 
ERA). Skaggs has not pitched since Aug. 11 due to a left adductor strain. He is 2-5 with a 5.32 ERA in 
eight career starts against Oakland. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/594835/marco-gonzales
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/571745/mitch-haniger
http://m.mlb.com/player/641684/michael-hermosillo
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/596129/daniel-vogelbach
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/518566/taylor-cole
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/david-fletcher-exits-in-1st-inning-with-injury/c-294875520
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/521230/liam-hendriks
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Hamstring strain puts Fletcher’s rookie season in doubt 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Angels second baseman David Fletcher departed Sunday's 4-3 win over the Mariners in the 
first inning with a left hamstring strain, casting doubt on his availability for the final two weeks of his 
encouraging rookie season. 

Fletcher lined a double to right field in his first at-bat against left-hander Marco Gonzales, but he 
tweaked his hamstring as he was starting to round first base and slowed down as he approached 
second. Team athletic trainer Adam Nevala and manager Mike Scioscia came out to check on Fletcher, 
who subsequently departed the game and was replaced by Kaleb Cowart. 

"Hopefully it's nothing too serious and I can get back," said Fletcher, who will stay in Southern California 
to receive treatment while the club embarks on its final road trip of the year to Oakland and Houston. 

Scioscia sounded less optimistic about Fletcher's chances of returning before the end of the season. 
With only 12 games left to play, the calendar simply isn't on his side. 

"He'll be evaluated tomorrow, but naturally, anytime you tweak a hamstring with two weeks to go in the 
season, it's not good," Scioscia said. "We'll wait for our medical department to look at it and see where 
we are." 

Even if Fletcher is unable to play again this season, the 24-year-old has made the most of his extended 
look in the Majors, batting .275 with a .679 OPS over 80 games and settling in as the Angels' No. 2 hitter 
over the last month. 

The performance has set Fletcher up to potentially vie for a starting job in the Angels' infield in 2019. 
The Angels are projected to have vacancies at second and third base next season, one of which is 
expected to be filled by Zack Cozart, who underwent season-ending shoulder surgery earlier this year. 
Fletcher has certainly made his case for the other. 

"He's definitely put his best foot forward," Scioscia said. "He's had this opportunity to play every day. I 
don't think you're going to make a determination of where a guy's career is going to be based on 300 at-
bats, but there's no doubt that David Fletcher has shown that he's not intimidated or overmatched by 
anything happening on the baseball field. That really bodes well for his future." 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/kole-calhoun-hits-go-ahead-homer-vs-mariners/c-294849574
http://m.mlb.com/player/594835/marco-gonzales
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
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Halos help Hailey Dawson finish ‘Journey to 30’ 

Former Angels pitcher Abbott lends support to girl with robotic hand 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- An inspiring journey that began more than three years ago was completed at Angel Stadium 
on Sunday afternoon, as 8-year-old Hailey Dawson achieved her quest to become the first person to 
throw out the first pitch at all 30 Major League ballparks. 

Using her robotic right hand that was made by a 3-D printer, Hailey tossed out the ceremonial first pitch 
to Angels star Mike Trout. She was joined at the mound by former Angels left-hander Jim Abbott, who 
pitched in the Majors for 10 seasons despite being born without a right hand. 

Prior to the game, Hailey called the completion of her Journey to 30 "amaaaaazing." 

"It's really bittersweet," said Yong Dawson, her mother. "We're excited that it's come to this end, but it's 
also going to be sad to watch it end. We've been on the go for so long." 

A native of Henderson, Nev., Hailey was born with Poland syndrome, which caused the fingers in her 
right hand to be underdeveloped. But she has not let the condition hold her back. In 2015, Hailey and 
her family began working with the College of Engineering at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, to 
design and print robotic hands to help her grab, grasp and throw. 

"It's tremendous," Abbott said. "What she's done to create awareness for kids with limbs difference and 
the possibilities of using a prosthetic -- you can do anything you want to do. I love her message, I love 
her spirit and her energy, and we're happy to be a part of it." 

Hailey's father, Greg, grew up in Maryland as a huge Orioles fan, so it was only fitting that the family 
began its journey at Camden Yards on Aug. 17, 2015. An invitation from the Nationals followed, and her 
story began to pick up even more steam after Bleacher Report tweeted out a short video spotlighting 
her goal of throwing out the first pitch at every Major League ballpark. 

The video caught the attention of the remaining 28 teams, who were soon lining up to help her achieve 
her aim. Last fall, Hailey was even invited to throw out the first pitch at Game 4 of the World Series at 
Minute Maid Park. 

"The Orioles were our favorite team, but as we've gone through this thing, it's kind of like we don't have 
a favorite team anymore," Yong Dawson said. "We root for all the different players that we've met along 
the way, and we like every team." 

The Dawson’s hope Hailey's story will help spread awareness about Poland syndrome and educate more 
families about the potential for affordable, 3-D printed prosthetics for children. 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Michael Hermosillo hopes his 2018 experiences can lead to a fruitful 2019 

By Fabian Ardaya 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Given all that has changed for him in the span of a year, one could forgive Michael 
Hermosillo for feeling content. After all, as he arrives at the ballpark each day, he walks into a major-
league clubhouse to a locker with his name on it. 

That much he acknowledges and is thankful for. He just wishes the time actually spent on the field was 
more frequent, the results more fruitful. He had hoped for more days like Sunday, when he started in 
place of Mike Trout in center field and doubled in his first at-bat of a 4-3 win over the Seattle Mariners. 

Hermosillo had hoped that a swing he reshaped over the offseason and developed with the assistance of 
Triple-A Salt Lake pitching coach Donnie Ecker would immediately thrust him to big-league success. 
After all, the adjustments he made mechanically to alter his bat path and focus on elevating the baseball 
to generate power had done just that, elevating his wRC+ at Triple-A Salt Lake to 117 in 323 plate 
appearances this season. He also slugged 12 home runs — more than he’d ever done in a professional 
season. 

“I feel like the results are — this is just the beginning. I just feel like, the more I have these reps, the 
more I keep doing it, the better it’s going to get,” said Hermosillo, 23. “There’s been like three or four 
things that we’d just be honing in on every day, just at the Triple-A level. We just know at the end of the 
day, if we keep doing that, the results will definitely show up here as well.” 

But after his big-league debut against Tampa Bay on May 19, when he slugged a double in his plate 
appearance, the success became sporadic. Once Kole Calhoun returned from the disabled list, 
Hermosillo bounced back and forth between Salt Lake and Anaheim. He would collect just five more hits 
before earning a September call-up, with just one going for extra bases. 

The leap from the quiet, yet hitter-friendly Smith’s Ballpark to a nationally-televised game at Fenway 
Park is quite the adjustment for any player, but it also provides a learning experience for any young 
player to build from. Ecker continued his work with Hermosillo, attempting to increase his reactions and 
receptiveness to reading pitches by bringing a hitting machine closer and closer to him in the batting 
cages so he can recognize when to properly time each pitch and read spin. 

After a month with little to no solid contact, the changes were a boost. 

“To me, it’s all information,” Ecker said of Hermosillo’s brief taste of the majors. “It’s something we use 
as an accelerant to development. It’s instant feedback and information out there of once again, what’s 
the puzzle? It’s a different beast up there, and we don’t have to fall into that narrative so much, don’t 
want to get too wrapped up in, ‘Oh my gosh, this is the big leagues,’ but there’s great information out 
there of where it breaks down. 

“Sometimes we get wrapped up in the narrative of playing the Dodgers, Sunday Night Baseball, 40,000 
people and then we start moving differently. I try to assess both sides. Where’s he at now, physically 

https://theathletic.com/360574/2018/05/19/call-of-duty-michael-hermosillo-gets-off-to-a-good-start-in-his-mlb-debut/
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and where he’s at mentally. As he comes back here, that’s our job in the minor leagues, to use all of our 
resources organizationally, look at it as objectively as possible and make a group decision on how do we 
get this guy to help us win a World Series. 

“His whole month of April, we were still in that process of trying to get him to move more efficiently … 
He’s upgraded all of his power numbers, doing a nice job. It’s really that balance of accuracy and power. 
There’s a trade-off, and I think with Hermosillo we’re trying to build consistency with the way that he 
moves and the way that he strikes the baseball.” 

Mentally, Hermosillo has remained strong. As Eric Chavez, a former big leaguer who served as 
Hermosillo’s interim manager at Triple-A last month, stated, a poor start to a big-league career isn’t too 
uncommon. It’s about channeling the information, the nuggets you pick up along the way, that lead to 
the second and third times up in the majors being more successful. 

“He’s going to have to understand that that’s happened to a lot of players,” Chavez said. “There’s a very 
small percentage of players who go up to the big-league level, come up and never come back down. 
He’s got to understand that, you’re learning. That’s the key for me. You’re not failing, you’re learning 
and if you can take that approach. 

“This was a big year for him, and it could have gone a lot different way. But there’s a whole other month 
left to go here, and if he can get himself healthy, can get himself some at-bats, get back in September 
and kind of put himself mentally in position to come back next year and be like, ‘I’m going to make an 
impact organizationally.’ That’s up to him. The opportunity is going to be there for him.” 

When Hermosillo returned to Salt Lake in July, his season deteriorated, at least temporarily. He suffered 
what he believed initially was a minor groin injury, one that simply required extra care between games 
until the pain became too much to bear. An MRI showed a minor sports hernia, one which wouldn’t 
require rest but shelved him for the better part of a month. 

“It became just kind of unbearable,” said Hermosillo, who’s still unsure of what caused the injury. 

Through Sunday’s game, Hermosillo’s breakthrough year into the majors has only yielded a 35 wRC+ in 
just 47 big-league plate appearances, hardly enough for a sustainable sample size. Even as Trout, Justin 
Upton and Kole Calhoun all remain productive and under contract for next season, the Angels have 
remained high on Hermosillo’s speed and athleticism at the position. 

When he’s been up with the big club, Hermosillo has yet to leave his mark. His brief time in the majors 
hardly qualifies as an audition, though. 

“Michael hasn’t gotten enough of a look, I think, to say this or that with him or that he stubbed his toe,” 
Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “He needs more playing time, but even the little playing time he gets 
and being here will make him better next time. 

“I think any time you get in that batter’s box and see major-league pitching, you get in center field and 
see the speed of runners, that’s an experience that you’re going to grow with and that’s going to make 
you better prepared. If you’re getting your opportunity now, you’re going to be better prepared as 
games go on. If you get another opportunity next year, you’ll be prepared for that.” 
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Hermosillo viewed his 2018 season as a success and a building block to potentially carving out his own 
role in 2019. He acknowledged another call-up may not come, but with his ability and the corrections he 
has made, he is a better player than he was a year ago, when he was a speedy and raw outfielder who 
couldn’t hit enough. 

“I personally would have liked to have a little bit of better success up here, just in terms of my at-bats, 
but at the end of the day I’m definitely happy with like how I’ve progressed as a hitter,” Hermosillo said. 
“My OPS has risen, I’ve hit more homers in less at-bats this year. There’s a lot of small positives I’ve 
taken out of every day. … There’s just so much left I want to accomplish, so it’s hard to see it as a 
success right now, but I definitely am happy with how I am improving.” 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Calhoun, Upton homers lead Angels past Mariners 4-3 

By Jill Painter Lopez 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Kole Calhoun and Los Angeles Angels manager Mike Scioscia were surprised to 
find out just how long the right fielder’s hitless streak really was, considering how good a second half of 
the season he’s had. 

On Sunday, Calhoun broke out of his 0-for-25 slump in a big way. 

Calhoun hit a tiebreaking home run and Justin Upton homered in his third straight game as the Angels 
avoided a four-game sweep with a 4-3 victory over the Seattle Mariners. 

“There were some good swings in there. You definitely feel it,” Calhoun said of the hitless streak. “If you 
put a good swing on the ball you definitely feel like it should be a hit but sometimes it’s not and that’s 
just the game.” 

Calhoun’s solo drive with two out in the seventh inning off reliever Nick Vincent (3-4) was his 19th home 
run. 

“I didn’t even realize it was (25) to be honest with you,” Scioscia said. “He’s been hitting the ball hard 
since he came back. Little surprised to hear it was 0-for-25. It was a good time for it and it was a big hit.” 

Calhoun also had a stint on the disabled list with a right oblique strain in June, but after a slow start to 
the season, he turned things around. 

Upton extended his home run streak with a three-run shot in the third, giving the Angels a 3-1 lead. 
Upton has hit four home runs in his last three games. The homer was Upton’s 30th of the season and 
marked his third consecutive season of at least 30 home runs. 

Shohei Ohtani appeared to be limping as he jogged off the field in the eighth inning after he slid 
awkwardly into second base and was caught stealing. 
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“He tweaked his ankle a little bit, but you know I don’t think there will be any issues with it,” Scioscia 
said. “He slid a bit late and awkward. He’ll be fine for Tuesday.” 

Taylor Cole (2-2) got the win, and Ty Buttrey struck out the side in the ninth inning to earn his third save. 
The rookie is making a strong case to pitch in the back end of the bullpen next season. 

“That was awesome, punching out the side in the ninth,” Calhoun said. “He’s been huge for us. Going 
forward, he seems like he’s going to be a really, really big piece.” 

Seattle’s Daniel Vogelbach hit a first-pitch, two-run homer off starter Jaime Barria to tie the game at 3-
all in the fourth inning. 

Barria allowed three runs on six hits in five innings. He was not involved in the decision. 

Starter Marco Gonzales, who was 5-0 in his five previous starts against the Angels this season, was not 
involved in the decision, either. Gonzales allowed three runs on six hits in five innings. He struck out six 
and walked two. 

“Marco wasn’t quite as sharp as he was last time out,” Mariners manager Scott Servais said. “You’ve got 
to give him a ton of credit. He gutted it out and got through the five innings and gave us a chance in a tie 
ballgame. In the starts he makes down the stretch, we’re not going to overextend him, but I think it’s 
important he continues to pitch and finishes the season strong.” 

Second baseman David Fletcher left the game with a left hamstring strain in the first inning. He hit a 
double to left and just before he got to first, he did a stutter step and appeared to suffer the injury 
before he got to the bag. He jogged to second base. Manager Mike Scioscia and a trainer went to check 
on him, and he was taken out of the game after a quick conversation. 

“He’ll be evaluated (Monday),” Scioscia said. “Naturally, any time you tweak a hamstring with two 
weeks to go in the season it’s not good.” 

Fletcher said he will not go on the team’s road trip to Oakland and Houston. He’s not sure about his 
status for the remainder of the season. 

The Angels Mike Trout was given a rare day off Sunday. 

Mitch Haniger hit a run-scoring double and was 2-for-4 for Seattle. 

HELPING HAND 

Hailey Dawson, an 8-year-old from Las Vegas, threw out the ceremonial first pitch with her robotic hand. 
She had the rare opportunity to have Trout catch for her because he wasn’t in the lineup Sunday. She 
dabbed after Trout caught her pitch, then he gave her a hug. Dawson completed a ceremonial first pitch 
at all 30 MLB stadiums this season, and her ceremonial pitch at Angel Stadium was the final one. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 
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Mariners: LHP James Paxton (pneumonia) was to play long toss Sunday in Seattle, and if all goes well 
he’s expected to join the team in Houston on Monday. ... RHP Felix Hernandez (hamstring) is still in 
Seattle, but is expected to join the team on the road trip. 

Angels: LHP Tyler Skaggs (left adductor strain) was scheduled to throw in the bullpen on Sunday in an 
attempt to start again before the regular season ends Sept. 30. 

UP NEXT 

Mariners: LHP Wade LeBlanc (8-4, 3.56) will start Monday in Houston. The Mariners are 15-9 when he 
starts, but he’s 1-1 with a 6.32 ERA in nine career appearances against the Astros. 

Angels: RHP Felix Pena (3-4, 3.75) will start Tuesday in Oakland. Pena threw six scoreless innings to earn 
a win against Texas. He is 0-0 with a 5.40 ERA in two career games (one start) against Oakland. 

 

                 FROM FANGRAPHS       

Could the Angels Really Give Mike Trout a Lifetime Contract? 

By Sheryl Ring 

Consider this your periodic reminder of how awesome Mike Trout is. Including Sunday’s games, the best 
player in baseball has recorded a 192 wRC+, a career-high that leads all qualified hitters. He’s in the top 
10 in the major leagues in homers (T-9th), walk rate (1st), BABIP (6th), isolated power (1st), batting 
average (5th), on-base percentage (1st), slugging percentage (3rd), and WAR (T-1st). He just crossed the 
nine-win mark for the fifth time in his career. He only just turned 27. 

Based on reports, it appears as though the Angels expect this kind of production to continue for a while 
longer. 

It’s not difficult to see Anaheim’s logic here. Mike Trout may very well end up as the greatest player 
ever, and that’s the sort of player you want to keep around because, well, he’s better than everyone 
else. 

Of course, when Heyman use the word “lifetime” what he really means is “until that point at which 
Trout retires.” The Angels, presumably, would like one of baseball’s best ever players to end his career 
having played only for their team. There’s probably some value in that. How much value is a question for 
a different time, but “some” is an adequate answer for the moment. 

But what if we were to understand “lifetime” in a more literal sense. What if, hypothetically, the 
Angels wanted to sign Mike Trout to an actual lifetime contract? Could they legally employ Mike Trout 
until he shuffles off this mortal coil, likely having hit 20 homers in each year of his 80s? 

Unfortunately, the quick answer is “no.” Nathaniel Grow told us why a few years ago, and if you haven’t 
read his piece on that, you should. But here’s the relevant excerpt: 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10155
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=17,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/how-mike-trout-could-legally-become-a-free-agent/
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A relatively obscure provision under California law — specifically, Section 2855 of the California Labor 
Code — limits all personal services contracts (i.e., employment contracts) in the state to a maximum 
length of seven years. In other words, this means that if an individual were to sign an employment 
contract in California lasting eight or more years, then at the conclusion of the seventh year the 
employee would be free to choose to either continue to honor the agreement, or else opt out and seek 
employment elsewhere. 

Well, that’s no fun. 

If we want to keep this dream of a lifetime contract alive, we have to take some drastic measures. 
Specifically, we have to relocate the Angels. For the sake of this thought experiment, let’s assume that 
the organization, determined to employ Mike Trout till his death at a ripe old, switches places with the 
Mets. The Mets move to Anaheim; the Angels move to New York City. 

Could the New York Angels sign Mike Trout to a lifetime contract? 

Unfortunately, no. Again. 

In a case called Hunnewell v. Manufacturers Hanover Trust Co., the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York ruled that lifetime contracts were unenforceable because they didn’t 
specify a definite term of employment, even if the employer promises. Saith the court: “The promises by 
defendant to which plaintiff points… do not explicitly state a definite term during which plaintiff could 
expect to remain employed.” Alas, most states agree with New York: lifetime contracts aren’t 
enforceable. 

But there are two teams that could sign Trout to a lifetime contract legally: the Cubs and White Sox. 

Yes, that’s right, the home of deep dish pizza also allows lifetime employment contracts. The Illinois 
Supreme Court ruled in a case called McInerney v. Charter Golf, Inc., that lifetime employment is totally 
cool with state law, just so long as it’s in writing. 

In the instant case, Charter Golf argues that an employee’s promise to forgo another employment offer 
in exchange for an employer’s promise of lifetime employment is not sufficient consideration. But why 
not? The defendant has failed to articulate any principled reason why this court should depart from 
traditional notions of contract law in deciding this case. While we recognize that some cases have 
indeed held that such an exchange is “inadequate” or “insufficient” consideration to modify an 
employment-at-will relationship, we believe that those cases have confused the conceptual element of 
consideration with more practical problems of proof. As we discussed above, this court has held that a 
promise for a promise constitutes consideration to support the existence of a contract. To hold 
otherwise in the instant case would ignore the economic realities underlying the case. Here McInerney 
gave up a lucrative job offer in exchange for a guarantee of lifetime employment; and in exchange for 
giving up its right to terminate McInerney at will, Charter Golf retained a valued employee. Clearly both 
parties exchanged bargained-for benefits in what appears to be a near textbook illustration of 
consideration. 

So that’s it, then: Mike Trout can sign a lifetime contract in Illinois. The White Sox, it should be 
noted, did scout Trout in high school before deciding to pass, so there is at least some history there. But 

http://law.onecle.com/california/labor/2855.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/labor/2855.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/628/759/2596095/
http://apps.americanbar.org/labor/lel-aba-annual/papers/2003/risk.pdf
https://www.law360.com/articles/286101/ny-ruling-shows-lifetime-work-contracts-die-young-atty
https://www.law360.com/articles/286101/ny-ruling-shows-lifetime-work-contracts-die-young-atty
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=10588624068186616100&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
https://www.mlb.com/news/white-sox-scout-recalls-checking-out-mike-trout/c-129141502
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if he decided he didn’t want to play in Chicago, there’s one other place he could go to play baseball for 
life. It would likely require Trout to take some language lessons, though. 

In Japan, lifetime employment is both legal and far less uncommon than in the United States. So maybe 
the Angels move to Tokyo. Or maybe the Nippon Ham Fighters, for instance, could legally sign Mike 
Trout to a contract guaranteeing him a lifetime commitment. Obviously, Trout would make far less 
money than he would in the United States, but if he’s hell-bent on playing forever, this may very well be 
the best way to do it. And could you imagine the numbers Mike Trout would put up in NPB while still in 
his prime? 

 

                 FROM USA TODAY       

Mike Trout Monday: The Angels reportedly want to lock up Mike Trout for life 

By Ted Berg 

It was another typical week for Mike Trout, which is to say he went 7-for-19 with an 1.184 OPS in six 
games since the last Mike Trout Monday. He got a day off Sunday, but only after going 2-for-3 with a 
walk and a homer in Saturday’s game against the Mariners. Shohei Ohtani followed Trout with a homer 
of his own, teasing Angels fans with a glimmer of hope for the future: 

Trout has two years remaining on his contract with Los Angeles, meaning he is currently scheduled to hit 
free agency as a 29-year-old after the 2020 season. If he keeps going at anything like this pace, he will 
almost undoubtedly sign (and very much deserve) the biggest contract in baseball history. 

But at Fancredsports.com last week, Jon Heyman reported that the Angels may look to extend Trout as 
soon as this offseason: 

The Angels are expected to try again to make Mike Trout a lifetime Angel when they discuss a contract 
this winter, and one rival agent suggested Trout’s agent would be wise to wait until free agents Bryce 
Harper and Manny Machado are signed to provide the floor…. 

Trout’s biggest concern seems to be to play for a winner after going to the postseason only one time in 
seven years with the Angels, and Shohei Ohtani’s Tommy John surgery is a blow for next season. 
However, by all other accounts, Trout seems to have loved his time in Anaheim (or Los Angeles, or 
wherever they claim to be) despite the fact there’s no weather there (Trout’s other main interest is the 
weather). 

As he notes, it’s difficult to guess what a long-term extension for Trout looks like before we see what 
happens with contemporaries Bryce Harper and Manny Machado in free agency this offseason. Neither 
of those players has been anywhere near as good as Trout in his career — by WAR, Trout has been 
worth more than Harper and Machado combined — but their contracts will at least establish a 
framework for longterm deals to elite young players in the luxury-tax era. They could also shed some 
light on which teams might not be in play for Trout: If, for example, the Phillies pursue and ultimately 
sign both players, it would presumably prevent them from bringing Trout home for 2021. 

https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1984/08/rpt4full.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1123585?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/20/business/global/20zombie.html
https://fancredsports.com/articles/jon-heyman-a-mike-trout-extension-strategy-for-t
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The Angels would be crazy not to discuss an extension with Trout’s agents, as their exclusive negotiating 
window over the next two years is one of the most valuable assets in Major League Baseball. GM Billy 
Eppler should probably be calling Trout’s agent, like, every single day until they work out a new deal or it 
becomes clear that Trout wants to hit the open market. 

Heyman’s suggestion that Trout will prioritize playing for a winner sounds about right, given what we 
know about Trout. And if that’s the case, it’s hard to figure how it makes sense for Trout to ink a new 
deal with the Angels with two years still left on his existing one. 

Trout will have made $146 million by the time his contract is up, plus whatever he has pulled in from 
shoe deals and sandwich ads and sports drink promos and the like. Unless he’s blowing outrageous 
amounts of money on luxuries unseen, Trout could retire after 2020 and still feel confident that future 
generations of Trouts will grow up rich. If a lifetime deal means a 10- or 12-year extension, the baseline 
almost has to be a half-billion or more. I have expertise in neither what it’s like to have $150 million in 
the bank nor what it’s like to have $650 million in the bank, nor the various lifestyle distinctions therein, 
but my guess is that Trout already understands he shouldn’t really need to worry about money ever 
again. 

Plus, it’s obviously not like signing a hypothetical $500-million deal (or something similar) with the 
Angels represents Trout’s only shot at making more than he already has coming to him. Trout could sit 
out the next two seasons and someone would still happily give him a nine-figure contract. If he stays 
healthy and remains Mike Trout for the next two years, he’ll get enough to ensure his great-great-great 
grandchildren live like Rockefellers. 

Trout may be loyal to the Angels (as Heyman writes) and it’s ultimately his call to make, but there’s no 
real rush for him to commit the rest of his career to the club. The next two years give him plenty of time 
to re-up once he’s convinced they’re going to put a contending team around him, and avoiding an 
extension now gives him the freedom to jump to a contender before 2021 if they cannot. 

One interesting wrinkle: MLB’s current collective bargaining agreement, which implemented harsh 
luxury taxes that have hurt players in free agency, expires after the 2021 season. The next deal could 
overhaul the sport’s economy, and if Trout and his advisors feel confident the luxury tax will be removed 
or relieved then, there’s a solid argument for signing a one-year extension in Anaheim (or a one-year 
“pillow” deal elsewhere for 2021) and reaping the fruits of the new arrangement. He’ll be 30 then, but 
he’ll also still be Mike Trout. 

 


