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Braves rally after rain delay to beat Marlins 

By Mark Bowman and Joe Frisaro / MLB.com | 2:06 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Pinch-hitter Brandon Snyder's two-run triple off Mike Dunn highlighted a four-run sixth inning that enabled the Braves to further 
frustrate the Marlins in claiming an 8-5 win on Thursday night at Turner Field. 

Tyler Flowers recorded a career-high three doubles, including one that chased Marlins starter Wei-Yin Chen in the sixth. Erick Aybar greeted Dunn 
with a game-tying infield single, and Snyder followed with his two-run triple. Chase d'Arnaudcapped the sixth inning with a RBI single for the 
Braves. 

Miami scored a pair of two-out runs in the ninth and brought the tying run to the plate, but Mauricio Cabrera retired pinch-hitter Cole Gillespie on 
a lineout to record his first save. 

"It was a little too eventful, but we won the game, and that's the main thing,' said Braves manager Brian Snitker, whose team has gone 7-2 against 
the Marlins and 20-50 against all other opponents. 

Justin Bour provided the Marlins an early lead with a three-run homer off Mike Foltynewicz in the second. Foltynewicz did not return after rain 
halted play during the middle of the third inning for 68 minutes. But the Marlins stayed with Chen, who allowed three hits, including Freddie 
Freeman's RBI triple, during Atlanta's two-run third. Mike Dunn surrendered four hits, including Brandon Snyder's go-ahead two-run triple and 
Chase d'Arnaud's decisive two-out RBI single, in Atlanta's four-run sixth. 

"Frustrating, in a sense, really with myself, to be honest with you," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said of his club's struggles with the Braves. "I 
feel like somewhere, we're not getting prepared properly. I feel like I'm missing something with this. I just have to do a better job of getting us 
ready to play." 

The game resumed after the delay at 9:09 p.m. ET, and Mattingly said his cutoff point to send Chen back out was at 9:15 p.m. 

"I didn't think [the delay] was a big problem because I had been ready to go and pitch again," Chen said through his interpreter. "Today, it wasn't 
my best condition, and I missed some spots, and I couldn't control the game as I wished." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Sudden uprising: Flowers' sixth-inning double gave him the first multi-double game of his career and, more importantly, set the stage for the 
decisive rally. Aybar's game-tying single deflected off the glove of Dunn, the former Atlanta lefty who has allowed hits to four of the six Braves 
batters he has faced this season. Snyder's pinch-hit triple gave him five extra-base hits through 19 at-bats this season. 

"It wasn't the prettiest [game]," Flowers said. "It was a long one, for sure. We did a good job of tacking on runs and taking advantage of some two-
out situations. That's always a plus. Our pitching did a good job all and all to shut them down and eliminate the big innings."  

Bour's big moment, month: It was the biggest moment of the game before the rain delay. Bour's homer gave the Marlins a three-run cushion, and 
it also capped an impressive month for the left-handed-hitting first baseman. Bour also drew two walks, including with two outs in the ninth inning, 
and he went on to score. In June, Bour connected on six home runs while driving in 20 runs. 

"I just noticed, it wasn't good enough tonight," Bour said. "We've got to move on and get to tomorrow. No real excuse. It wasn't good enough 
today. We've got to do better tomorrow."   

Piecing it together: The long rain delay limited Foltynewicz to just three innings in his first start since going on the disabled list on June 3 with a 
bone spur in his right elbow. Tyrell Jenkins pitched around three fifth-inning walks over 2 1/3 scoreless innings, and the Marlins did not tally 
another run until Ichiro Suzuki ended Jim Johnson's 11-inning scoreless streak with a sacrifice fly in the eighth. 
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"Just out of the stretch [in the second inning], I didn't get a good rhythm," Foltynewicz said. "I think I got a little excited and just kind of rushed 
through things. But other than that, everything felt good for me." 

LOBs piling up: Stranding runners, a problem in their two losses at Detroit, carried over for the Marlins. A pivotal moment for Miami came in the 
fifth inning when Jenkins walked the bases loaded with two outs. With the Marlins ahead, 3-2, J.T. Realmuto had a 2-0 count before Jenkins 
regrouped and fanned the Miami catcher to retire the side. In the eighth inning with two outs, Christian Yelich went down swinging. The Marlins 
left 13 on base, which is one reason they have now lost three straight. In each of the two losses at Detroit to open the road trip, Miami stranded 
12. 

Mattingly and hitting coach Barry Bonds discussed stranding runners before the game and how better to approach situational hitting. 

"How do we attack it?" Mattingly said. "We're not quite sure. I don't really have an answer for that. But the name of the game is runs, not 
necessarily hits. I think that's where we're falling short a little bit. But I think we know we're capable. I think that's the one thing we need to 
continue to look at, and stay positive. We're getting hits. Tonight, we throw up some runs. But in general, runs we have to get offensively better at. 
I think that's one of the areas we need to improve." 

QUOTABLE 
"We're not getting them out. We're having trouble in different areas. You always go back to yourself and say, 'We've got to prepare better. We've 
got to get ready for their hitters better. We've got to get ready for their pitchers better.' That kind of comes back to me." -- Mattingly, taking blame 
for his club's 2-7 record vs. Atlanta 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Freeman has recorded four triples in his past 98 plate appearances, dating back to June 7. Before this stretch, he had totaled eight triples through 
the first 3,337 plate appearances of his career. 

MLB ERRORLESS STREAK SNAPPED 
The Marlins' historical defensive streak also came to an end. Leading off the eighth inning, Emilio Bonifacio hit a grounder to third that Martin 
Prado couldn't handle. The misplay went as an error, which snapped Miami's streak of 28 straight games without an error committed by an 
infielder. According to STATS LLC, that's the longest such streak in MLB's modern era. STAT's data dates back to 1913. Prior to Prado's error, the last 
miscue by a Marlins infielder came on May 29, by second baseman Derek Dietrich, also at Atlanta. 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Marlins: The Marlins will call up left-hander Justin Nicolino (2-4, 5.17 ERA) to start Friday's 7:35 p.m. ET contest at Turner Field. He was optioned on 
June 19 to Triple-A New Orleans. 

Braves: Julio Teheran will carry a streak of 23 consecutive scoreless innings into Friday's start. Teheran has produced a 1.72 ERA over his past 13 
starts. He allowed three earned runs in 5 1/3 innings to the Marlins on May 29 at Turner Field. 

 

Braves trade Norris to LA in 5-player deal 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 30th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Bud Norris provided unexpected stability that was much needed as injuries and regression depleted Atlanta's starting rotation in June. 
But instead of gambling on the possibility that Norris could sustain this success, the Braves opted to take advantage of his sudden trade value 
before the clock struck midnight. 

The Braves traded Norris, Dian Toscano, a player to be named later and $1 million to the Dodgers in exchange for two Minor League pitchers -- left-
hander Phil Pfeifer and right-hander Caleb Dirks. 

Along with gaining some future financial flexibility, Atlanta managed to get something in return for Norris, who had no trade value before making 
five solid starts after returning to the rotation in June. 

"We get two young players who aren't far away that our scouts like and who put up great numbers," Braves general manager John Coppolella said. 
"We feel like we could see both guys [at the big league level] soon." 

This deal provides somewhat of a homecoming for Dirks, who was traded by the Braves to the Dodgers for international bonus money around this 
same time last year. The 23-year-old right-hander posted a 1.44 ERA and recorded 35 strikeouts in 31 1/3 innings for Double-A Tulsa this year. 

Pfeifer played with Braves top prospect Dansby Swanson at Vanderbilt before being selected by the Dodgers in the third round of the 2015 MLB 
Draft. The 23-year-old southpaw will have an opportunity to enhance the left-handed relief depth within Atlanta's system. He produced a 2.67 ERA 
and limited left-handed hitters to a .194 batting average while combining to complete 30 1/3 innings at the Class A and Class A Advanced levels this 
season. 

While Dirks and Pfeifer might not profile as anything more than middle relievers at the big league level, the Braves certainly couldn't have 
envisioned gaining this return when Norris was removed from the rotation and sent to the bullpen with a 8.74 ERA at the end of April. 
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Norris made an emergency start in place of Mike Foltynewicz at Dodger Stadium on June 4 and then proceeded to produce a 2.15 ERA over five 
starts. 

"I hate to see Bud go," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "He's done a great job here. I just thanked him for everything he brought to us." 

One of the primary reasons Snitker hated to bid adieu to Norris stemmed from the fact he will now have to fill a spot in his depleted rotation, 
which regained Foltynewicz on Thursday. If Tyrell Jenkins and Casey Kelly are available, they could both be asked to complete a few innings on 
Saturday, when Norris' next turn had been scheduled. 

Along with taking advantage of Norris' value to the Dodgers, who are also currently working with a depleted rotation, the Braves also managed to 
erase their financial responsibility to Toscano, who has essentially been an afterthought since he signed a four-year, $6 million deal last year. 

Toscano missed the entire 2015 season because he could not gain government clearance to begin playing. The 27-year-old outfielder batted .226 
with a .582 OPS in 58 games with Double-A Mississippi this season. 

 

Triple-double for Flowers in win over Marlins 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | 2:26 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Though Tyler Flowers recorded a career-high three doubles and fueled the comeback that enabled the Braves to extend their mastery 
of the Marlins with Thursday night's 8-5 win at Turner Field, the veteran catcher may best remember this as the night when he erupted on home-
plate umpire Larry Vanover and experienced the oddity of being ejected with two outs in the ninth inning. 

"There comes a point where you have to do something," Flowers said. "It's better me than the pitchers getting ejected." 

Flowers delivered his second double during the decisive four-run sixth inning and added another in the seventh to help the Braves gain the four-run 
lead closer Arodys Vizcaino helped maintain when he retired the first two batters he faced in the ninth inning. 

Vizcaino has struggled with his control over the past couple of weeks, but Flowers did not seem to think the right-hander was completely to blame 
for issuing consecutive two-out walks in the ninth. Thus, when Adeiny Hechavarria came to the plate with two on and drew a first-pitch ball, the 
usually mild-mannered catcher unleashed his frustration as he spun and yelled in Vanover's face. 

"It was definitely more than just a few pitches before," Flowers said. "It was kind of throughout the night, and it seemed like it was both sides. In 
my opinion, it wasn't a very good zone all night. Sometimes, you try to work with them and encourage them to look at some pitches better. He 
didn't really seem to be taking to my advice. Finally, the situation gets tight toward the end, and I felt like it was a blatant strike." 

In the end, Flowers' ejection did not cost him anything more than a potential fine and what he might now owe A.J. Pierzynski, who had to quickly 
don the catching gear and squat behind the plate after spending the previous few hours assuming he had the night off. Hechavarria chased 
Vizcaino with an RBI double, prompting the entry of rookie right-hander Mauricio Cabrera, who bruised Pierzynski's glove with a couple of 102-mph 
fastballs before securing his first career save on Cole Gillespie's game-ending lineout. 

"For Tyler to react like that, I've got to believe Tyler right there," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "He's as professional as they come. When you 
get a reaction like that from him, I've got to think you've got a pretty good reason for it." 

Flowers had never previously recorded as many as two doubles in any of the previous 477 games of his career. It was certainly noteworthy for him 
to record three in one game. But more importantly, they were timely. 

After Flowers chased Marlins starter Wei-Yin Chen with a double in the sixth, the Braves notched three hits off Mike Dunn, including Brandon 
Snyder's go-ahead, two-run triple and Chase d'Arnaud's RBI single. The Braves' catcher then drove in an insurance run with his seventh-inning 
double off Kyle Barraclough. 

"It's always good to hit the ball hard," Flowers said. "When it drops in, it's even better." 

 

Infante agrees to Minor League deal with Braves 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 30th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Though they do not have an apparent need for a backup infielder, the Braves opted to give veteran Omar Infante a chance to prove he 
still has something left while playing in their Minor League system. 

One week after being released by the Royals, Infante agreed to the terms of a Minor League deal with the Braves on Thursday. The 34-year-old will 
begin playing with Rookie Level Danville next week, and then once he is deemed ready, he'll begin playing for Triple-A Gwinnett. 
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"We saw it as a no-risk move for us where we could get a really good player who could give us one more option," Braves general manager John 
Coppolella said. 

The Braves created a need for a middle infielder on Thursday, when they opted to send prospect Ozzie Albies from Triple-A Gwinnett back to 
Double-A Mississippi. But because Infante has not played since June 6 and has compiled just seven at-bats since the start of June, he will get back 
into playing shape with Danville before likely making the jump to Gwinnett. 

Infante has batted .238 and compiled a .597 OPS since signing a four-year, $30.25 million deal with the Royals before the 2014 season. If he were to 
reach the Majors before this contract expires at the end of the 2017 season, the Braves would only be responsible to pay him a pro-rated portion of 
the Major League minimum. 

While playing for Atlanta from 2008-2010, Infante batted .309, recorded a .763 OPS and provided a strong clubhouse presence that was often 
lauded by former manager Bobby Cox. He earned his only All-Star selection in 2010. 

"He was a great player for the Braves," Coppolella said. "As great of a player as he is, he's also a great person." 

 

Gwinnett trio combines to no-hit Louisville Bats 

Wild pitch and error prevent Braves' Triple-A affiliate from completing perfect game 

By William Boor / MLB.com | 2:31 AM ET  

For nine innings, 101 pitches and 29 batters, a trio of Gwinnett Braves didn't allow a hit. 

Rob Wooten, Matt Marksberry and Jose Ramirez combined to throw the second no-hitter in Triple-A Gwinnett's history as Atlanta's Triple-A 
affiliate topped Louisville, 3-0. 

Wooten, making just his second career start and first of the season, threw 61 pitches and struck out eight as he navigated his way through the first 
six innings. Marksberry came on for a pair of innings and Ramirez finished the job with a 1-2-3 ninth. 

"I just kept making pitches," Wooten told MiLB.com. "It was kind of a weird game, I mean I got three at-bats. I don't think I've had three at-bats in 
my whole career. Everything was weird, but I had full confidence and it wasn't anything new to me. The guys played great behind me and we got 
out of it. I have that reliever mentality where I just go out there to make pitches to get outs. It was extremely fun." 

A fourth-inning wild pitch on a strikeout and an error by shortstop Sean Kazmar were the only plays that stood between Gwinnett and a perfect 
game. Instead, the Braves celebrated their first no-hitter since Todd Redmond threw one on May 28, 2010 -- also against Louisville. The Braves won 
that game, 4-0. 

Wooten, 30, is in his first season with the Braves organization after several years with the Brewers. The right-hander most recently signed with the 
Braves on May 20 and had appeared in 16 games out of the bullpen. Gwinnett needed a spot starter Thursday and although Wooten hadn't started 
a game since Aug. 13, 2015, he stepped up and thrived. 

With Wooten finished after six frames, Marksberry, whom the Braves drafted in the 15th round of the 2013 draft, was called upon to keep the no-
no bid alive. Marksberry, whom the Braves optioned to Gwinnett on Wednesday, may have been the perfect man for the job as he's allowed just 
one hit in his last five Minor League appearances, a span of eight innings. 

"I was aware that he didn't give up a hit," Marksberry said. "Kudos to Rob, he did his thing and got through six. We were just hoping to get four or 
five out of him, and he just came in there and dealt." 

Then came 26-year-old right-hander Ramirez. The Mariners traded Ramirez to the Braves in December. In his first season with the organization, 
Ramirez has appeared in two games with the Major League club and 27 with Gwinnett. 

 

Hoskins, Cozens among top prospect performers Thursday 

Phillies' Nos. 19 and 22 prospects each homer and drive in four runs 

By William Boor / MLB.com | 10:35 AM ET  

Rhys Hoskins (Phillies' No. 19) won't let Dylan Cozens (Phillies' No. 22) lead the Minors in homers. For the second time in as many nights, Cozens 
homered to take the Minor League lead and Hoskins tied him in the same game. It was the 10th time the Double-A Reading duo has homered in 
the same game. 

Hoskins and Cozens each have 22 homers and 66 RBIs after driving in four runs each Thursday in the Reading's 13-5 win over Erie. 
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The Double-A Reading duo each have 22 homers and 66 RBIs after driving in four runs each Thursday in the team's 13-5 win over Erie. 

Cozens, who hit a three-run homer in the seventh, went 2-for-4 with a double, while Hoskins did all his damage in one swing, an eighth-inning 
grand slam. 

The rest of the best performances from top prospects Thursday: 

• No. 5 overall prospect Dansby Swanson (Braves' No. 1) hit his fourth triple of the season as part of a 4-for-5 performance for Double-A Mississippi 
in a 6-5 win. Swanson fell into a bit of a slump in the middle of the month, but has closed June strong, collecting multiple hits in four of his past 
seven games. 

• Astros top prospect Alex Bregman (No. 18 overall) and Teoscar Hernandez (Astros' No. 24) combined to go 8-for-11 with a homer and six RBIs in 
their Triple-A debuts. Bregman went 4-for-5 with a pair of doubles and three RBIs. Hernandez finished 4-for-6 with three RBIs, a homer and his first 
triple of the year in Fresno's 23-3 rout of Salt Lake. 

• Yankees No. 2 prospect Aaron Judge (No. 27 overall) only got two at-bats for Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre in its 8-1 win, but he made them 
count. Judge extended his hitting streak to eight games with a three-run double in the eighth inning and finished the game 1-for-2. 

• No. 28 overall prospect Brett Phillips (Brewers' No. 2) collected two doubles and three RBIs, going 2-for-4 in Double-A Biloxi's win over 
Birmingham. 

• Royals No. 1 prospect Raul Mondesi (No. 32 overall) went 2-for-5 with three RBIs in Class A Advanced Wilmington's 7-4 win and showed both 
power and speed as he doubled and hit his sixth homer of the year and first since returning from suspension. 

• Pirates No. 3 prospect Josh Bell (No. 44 overall) helped lead Triple-A Indianapolis to a win with a homer and three RBIs in a 2-for-3 performance. 
Bell has five hits in his last six at-bats and is hitting .327. 

• No. 46 overall prospect Dominic Smith (Mets' No. 1) continues to rake for Double-A Binghamton, going 2-for-4 with a double and RBI. The first 
baseman has hits in eight of his last 10 games and has three homers and eight RBIs in that span. 

• Cubs No. 4 prospect Duane Underwood (No. 68 overall) got back on track and helped Double-A Tennessee win in 10 innings, 2-1, as he scattered 
four hits over six innings. The 21-year-old gave up four runs in four innings in his previous start. Although he only struck out two, Underwood was in 
complete control all game, throwing 56 of his 87 pitches for strikes, walking just one and allowing one unearned run. 

• Braves No. 4 prospect Kolby Allard (No. 80 overall) lowered his ERA to 1.80 after navigating his way through six scoreless innings for Rookie-level 
Danville in its 3-0 win. The 18-year-old left-hander has held opponents without an earned run in two of his last three starts. 

"I threw the ball well," Allard told MiLB.com. "I established the fastball early and worked both sides of the plate, in and out, and then basically 
worked off of that with everything else. When you can do that, everything falls into place. I started mixing in my curveball and changeup as the 
game went on and it worked out well." 

• Luis Lugo (Indians' No. 25) tossed 6 2/3 scoreless innings for Class A Advanced Lynchburg in its 9-1 win over Salem. The young left-hander walked 
two and gave up just four hits, which was his first scoreless start of the year. 

• Marlins' No. 20 prospect Avery Romero notched his first three-hit game with Class A Advanced Jupiter, going 3-for-3 with a run scored in a 3-2 
win. 

• Mets' No. 19 prospect Gregory Guerrero is heating up in the Dominican Summer League. The 17-year-old shortstop is 7-for-8 with two RBIs over 
the past two days for the DSL Mets and hitting .317 through 21 games. 

• There's a reason Adam Walker (Twins' No. 10) has "walkoff" in his Twitter handle. The powerful outfielder is a home run threat every at-bat and 
he proved it once again, hitting a walk-off grand slam for Triple-A Rochester. 

• Another day, another two hits for Dustin Fowler (Yankees' No. 6). After going 2-for-4 with three RBIs, Fowler has two hits in each of his past three 
games for Double-A Trenton. 

 

Rolling Teheran starts vs. Marlins 

By Joe Frisaro / MLB.com | 12:50 AM ET  

Julio Teheran is on a roll. The Braves' right-hander, who is drawing considerable trade interest, carries a string of 23 consecutive scoreless innings 
into Friday night's game against the Marlins at Turner Field. 

The Marlins, meanwhile, are in the market for starting pitching, and they're looking to gain momentum in the congested playoff picture. Miami is 
countering with left-hander Justin Nicolino, who rejoins the rotation after a brief two-start demotion to Triple-A New Orleans. 
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Even in the Minors, Nicolino had stayed lined up with Miami's fifth starter spot. With New Orleans, he shed throwing his cutter and had success in 
two starts -- giving up three runs in 13 1/3 innings with nine strikeouts and two walks. In his previous seven starts with the Marlins before being 
optioned, Nicolino was 0-4 with a 6.44 ERA. 

Teheran is enjoying one of his finest seasons, with 99 strikeouts to 24 walks in 106 innings. In his last 13 starts, he has a 1.72 ERA. 

Things you need to know about this game 

• Newly acquired reliever Fernando Rodney is expected to be in uniform and ready to pitch on Friday, a day after Miami acquired him from the 
Padres for prospect Chris Paddack. Manager Don Mattingly hasn't said what role in the back end of the bullpen Rodney will have, but he's available 
for the seventh inning and beyond. 

• Marlins slugger Giancarlo Stanton is just 4-for-27 (.148) in his career against Teheran, but two of his hits have been home runs. Marcell Ozuna, 
meanwhile, is 11-for-30 (.367) with a homer and four RBIs. 

• The Braves don't have much history against Nicolino. Nick Markakis is 2-for-5 off the Miami lefty. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Another Braves comeback win, another Braves ejection 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves fell behind 3-0 in the second inning Thursday night and went homerless for the seventh time in nine games against the Marlins this 
season. Not a problem. 

Big triples from Freddie Freeman and Brandon Snyder and three doubles from catcher Tyler Flowers helped the Braves outscore the Marlins 7-1 
after a 68-minute third-inning rain delay for an 8-4 win in a series opener at Turner Field. 

It was just the third win in the past nine games for the Braves, but their seventh win in nine games against the Marlins this season. Going back to 
April 15, the Braves are 7-2 against Miami and 20-41 against everyone else, while the Marlins are 2-7 vs. the Braves and 36-27 against everyone 
else in that period. 

“The way they came back was great,” interim manager Brian Snitker said after the Braves’ 15th come-from-behind win. “We had some good at-bats 
off a tough pitcher. I’ve been echoing that for a while now. Most of the time when we win it is coming from behind, when we’re down in the game 
and just kind of stay after it.” 

The Braves have 13 homerless wins this season, second-most in the National League behind the Giants. Six have come against the Marlins. 

No homers for the Braves, but there were fireworks:Flowers was ejected in the ninth inning for arguing balls and strikes with umpire Larry Vanover, 
after closer Arodys Vizcaino issued consecutive two-out walks and a first-pitch ball to Adeiny Hechavarria. Flowers was the second Braves player 
ejected in three days, following Jeff Francoeur on Tuesday. 

“I felt like it was a blatant strike and there comes a point where you got to do something,” said Flowers, who thought Vanover’s strike zone was 
inconsistent throughout the game. “It’s better me than the pitcher getting ejected.” 

Snitker ran out and got between the imposing Flowers and Vanover before the situation escalated any further. 

“(Vanover) just said balls were missing,” Snitker said. “But if Tyler was that upset, I’ve got to feel like that ball was what Tyler said it was…. He’s as 
professional as they come.” 

After Hechavarria hit an RBI double that chased the slumping Vizcaino from the game, 100-mph-throwing rookie Mauricio Cabrera came in to get 
the final out and collect his first save in his third appearance. 

Vizcaino has issued 12 walks in 10 1/3 innings over his past 13 appearances, allowing 10 hits and seven runs (five earned) while going 0-3 in that 
span. 

Snyder’s first major league triple was a two-run pinch-hit drive off the center-field wall in the sixth inning for a 5-3 lead. Eric Aybar singled one 
batter earlier to drive in the tying run, and Chase d’Arnaud would add another RBI single to cap a four-run inning. 

The Braves hoped to get five or six innings from starter Mike Foltynewicz in his first game back from a one-month stint on the disabled list for bone 
spurs in his elbow. But after the rain delay, the Braves didn’t bring him back and risk aggravating the injury. 
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“I really wanted him to get out there and get his pitches, if nothing else for the next time out,” Snitker said. “Because he was throwing good. It 
looked like he got a little out of whack the one inning, but then came back and just would have liked to seen him stretched out a little more.” 

Foltynewicz pitched three innings and was charged with two hits and three runs, all in the second inning and one run unearned after third baseman 
Adonis Garcia’s error on a grounder to start the inning. He walked the next batter, Giancarlo Stanton, and Justin Bour made him pay by hitting his 
15th homer and third against the Braves. 

“In that second inning once I got out of the stretch I couldn’t find a rhythm, for Stanton and Bour,” Foltynewicz said. “Just left him one over the 
middle of the plate and that’s what they’re paid to do. 

“Felt good, no problems, just the usual soreness. Just really happy the bullpen picked me up great there for six innings. And the bats came alive 
after the third.” 

Bour has eight homers and 20 RBIs in 14 games against the Braves since the beginning of September, and he gave the Marlins a 3-0 lead with one 
swing of the bat. 

The Braves used five relievers including Tyrell Jenkins, who had been a leading candidate to start Saturday until he pitched 2 1/3 innings Thursday 
when he replaced Foltynewicz to start the fourth. 

The Braves failed to convert a first-inning scoring opportunity against left-hander Wei-Yin Chen after getting a pair of singles from Jace Peterson, 
who extended his career-best hitting streak to 11 games, and Freeman. 

Chen continued after the rain delay, and the Braves went to work on him in the third inning. Peterson again led off with a single, and this time 
Freeman’s RBI triple brought him around with the Braves’ first run. Two batters later, Markakis singled to cut the lead to 3-2. 

It was Freeman’s fourth triple in a span of 83 at-bats over 22 games, half as many triples as he had previously in 2,920 at-bats over 807 games. He 
has 29 hits and 14 extra-base hits in his past 17 games, a stretch in which he’s batted .426. 

 

Flowers ejected after sparking Braves 8-5 victory 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Tyler Flowers had three doubles on Thursday night, but it is what he did behind the plate that will garner all the attention. 

In the ninth inning of an 8-5 Braves victory over the Marlins, Flowers was ejected from the game for arguing balls and strikes. 

He became frustrated after the first pitch of Marlins shortstop Adeiny Hechavarria’s at-bat and he lashed out at home plate umpire Larry Vanover. 
Flowers had to be restrained by Braves interim manager Brian Snitker as he continued to argue after his ejection. 

“I felt like it was a blatant strike and there comes a point where you got to do something,” Flowers said. “It is better me than the pitcher getting 
ejected.” 

Flowers said he encouraged Vanover to keep the calls consistent. When that didn’t happen, he ultimately decided to speak his mind. 

“It definitely was more than a few pitches before as it was definitely throughout the night,” he said. “It seemed like it was both sides. In my opinion 
and what I saw, it wasn’t a very good (strike) zone all night. Sometimes you try to work with them and encourage them that they need to look at 
some pitches better. He didn’t really seem to be taking to my advice and in the ninth, that situation gets tight there at the end.” 

Snitker said he would need to look at a replay to see exactly what happened. In the moment, he said that Vanover explained to him that the balls 
were missing the plate. 

“I’ll have to look,” he said. “For Tyler to react like that, I’ve got to believe Tyler right there. He’s as professional as they come. You get that reaction 
out of him, I’ve got to think he’s got a pretty good reason for it.” 

Flowers became the fourth Brave to get ejected in the last two weeks. He joined Snitker and outfielder Jeff Francoeur as the latest to be thrown out 
in the last eight games. 

Before his exit, Flowers had been swinging a hot bat. His three doubles were a career-high for him and in his last 94 at-bats, Flowers has hit five 
homers and eight doubles. That pushed his batting average over .250 for the season. 

“I’m still searching for the consistency,” he said. “Yesterday wasn’t good but today was good. Hopefully, that is the start of something longer than a 
couple days. I need it to be couple weeks, if not a couple months. Then I might have a smile at the end.” 

Snitker thinks Flowers is starting to come around and is happy to see him go through a hot stretch. 
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“He’s been swinging the bat really good,” Snitker said. “He’s had some good two-strike at-bats. When I first came here (as interim manager) he had 
a little stretch like that, too. He was really hot. Happy for him, good for us.” 

 

Braves trade Norris to Dodgers for pitching prospects 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves traded veteran pitcher Bud Norris to the Los Angeles Dodgers on Thursday as the main piece in a deal for two pitching pitching 
prospects, left-hander Phil Pfeifer and Caleb Dirks. 

The Braves also sent minor league outfielder Dian Toscano, a player to be named later and about $1 million to the Dodgers in the trade. 

Norris was 3-7 with a 4.22 ERA in 22 games (10 starts) for the Braves, including a 2.15 ERA in five starts since returning to the rotation after losing 
his starting spot at the end of April. He had 29 strikeouts and eight walks in 29 1/3 innings in his past five starts. 

Norris signed a one-year, $2.5 million deal with the Braves last winter and was owed about $1.3 million for the remainder of the season. 

“I hate to see Bud go,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “He’s done a great job here. I thanked him for everything that he brought to us. A 
few weeks ago when he took that start in L.A. when Folty (Mike Foltynewicz) went down — he’s been really good since then. The Dodgers are 
getting a hot pitcher. I wish him nothing but the best.” 

Dirks, 23, was a 15th-round pick by the Braves in 2014 and spent parts of two seasons in the Braves organization before he was traded to the 
Dodgers in July 2015 in a deal that gave the Brave extra room in their international draft signing-bonus pool so they could sign a couple of young 
players who otherwise would’ve signed with other teams. 

Dirks has continued his impressive development and had a 1.44 ERA in 28 relief appearances in Double-A this season, with 35 strikeouts and seven 
walks in 31 1/3 innings. 

Pfeifer, 23, was a third-round pick out of Vanderbilt in 2015 — where he played with Braves top prospect Dansby Swanson — and had a 2.67 ERA in 
17 relief appearances this season for two Dodgers Single-A affiliates, with 42 strikeouts and 18 walks in 30 1/3 innings. 

“We’re excited about both (pitchers) we got back,” Braves general manager John Coppolella said. “We didn’t want to trade Caleb Dirks last year. He 
was traded for a foreign bonus-pool slot…. We had some players that we had signed and if we didn’t make that trade they would’ve signed with 
other teams. So we had to give away somebody that we really liked, and we’re very happy to get him back in the Braves organization.” 

The Braves had received interest from several teams in Norris. 

“For us getting two young players who aren’t far away, that our scouts like, who’ve put up really good numbers” was an offer too good to turn 
down, Coppolella said. “They’re both guys who we could see soon.” 

Toscano, 27, signed a four-year, $6 million contract with the Braves in December 2014, but the Cuban defector was on the restricted list in 2015 
and and not paid for that season. He was hitting just .226 with five extra-base hits (no homers) and a .582 OPS in 58 games at Double-A Mississippi 
this season and had 53 strikeouts in 177 at-bats. 

“It wasn’t a fit for us,” Coppolella said. “We didn’t see a bright future for the Braves with him. So to be able to include him in the deal and get the 
financial flexibility that comes along with that inclusion, is a positive.” 

The Braves paid roughly $2 million of the Toscano contract including the signing bonus. 

 

Who replaces Norris? Braves exploring options 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves already were scrambling to fill out a patchwork starting rotation due mainly to injuries, and now they’ll have to fill another spot after 
trading veteran pitcher Bud Norris to the Dodgers on Thursday. 

“That’s why I hate to see him go,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “You don’t just turn around and have somebody come in and do what 
he did. Somebody’s going to get an opportunity to better themselves and put themselves out there. It’s one of those things, too, where we’re just 
going to take that day-to-day as to how we’re going to fill that spot.” 

Braves general manager John Coppolella said the Braves were considering options not only from their minor league system, but also exploring 
potential trades for proven starters who might be available and are signed beyond the 2016 season. 
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“We’re always trying to find good options, whether they’re here or they’re from the outside,” he said. “We’ve talked to clubs about trades for 
starting pitchers signed beyond this year, just because we want to try to build the best team we can, not only for 2016 but going forward in 2017 
and beyond. So there are a number of players that could factor into our mix.” 

Norris’ next scheduled start was Saturday, and Tyrell Jenkins was the frontrunner to fill that spot, in what would’ve been the prospect’s first major 
league start. But that changed when Jenkins was needed in long relief Thursday against the Marlins after Mike Foltynewicz was replaced following 
a 68-minute rain delay in the third inning. 

“That’s a definite possibility,” Snitker had said before Thursday’s game, when asked about starting Jenkins Saturday. “Then just maybe look to 
who’s available in Triple-A, just kind of revisit it every day and see what our option is. There’s a couple of guys down there who are experienced, or 
even guys here. I don’t know.” 

But Snitker also made it clear how that plan could change depending on what happened in games Thursday and Friday, alluding to the possibility 
that Jenkins would be needed in relief. Which is what happened. Jenkins was no longer a candidate for Saturday’s start. 

Foltynewicz made his his first start since a four-week stint on the disabled list for bone spurs. He made one rehab start and was set to make 
another before the Braves decided they needed Foltynewicz back in the big-league rotation after losing John Gant to a strained intercostal muscle. 

The Braves also have a void in the rotation after sending struggling rookie Aaron Blair back to Triple-A. 

“Today (Thursday) is going to affect tomorrow, tomorrow will affect the next day, just how the games go,” Snitker said. “That’s why it’s probably 
going to have to be a day-to-day thing right now.” 

Joel De La Cruz made his major league debut Wednesday, when the 27-year-old rookie pitched six innings of three-run ball against the Indians. He 
pitched well enough to earn a second start Monday, particularly given the state of the Braves rotation. If he pitches well, he could stick in the 
rotation at least through the All-Star break. 

Williams Perez is rehabbing from a strained rotator cuff in his pitching shoulder and could be back around the All-Star break, though the Braves 
haven’t given a specific timetable for his return. 

“It’s been tough because a lot of our young pitchers have been hurt,” Coppolella said. “We expect to get some of them back pretty quick. There’s 
some young pitchers that may get opportunities because of this trade, and we may look at some veteran options as well. But we’re still trying to 
figure out who the right fit is to start Saturday.” 

 

Omar Infante signs with Braves on minor league deal 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Omar Infante is back with the Braves organization. 

The versatile veteran infielder signed a minor league contract with the Braves, after being designated for assignment by the Kansas City Royals on 
June 15. 

He hit .239 with 11 RBIs with the Royals and had a disappointing .279 on-base percentage in 134 at-bats. 

Infante is making $7.75 million this year and $8 million in 2016 in the last season of four-year $30.25 million extension he signed with the Royals 
after the 2013 season, a deal which includes a $2 million buyout of a 2018 option. 

The Braves will pay him a prorated portion of the major league minimum salary of $507,500 for any time he spends in the majors. Kansas City is 
responsible for the remaining balance for 2016 and $10 million over the next two years including the buyout. 

After a short stint with the Braves’ Danville rookie ball team, he’s scheduled to join Triple-A Gwinnett. 

“He is going to play a few days at Danville and kind of get his ‘sea legs’ under him,” Braves John Coppolella said. “He hasn’t played in ten or 12 
days.” 

Coppolella went on to say that it isn’t a guarantee that he ends up back in Atlanta. His signing is viewed as a low-risk move with good potential 
upside. 

“There isn’t anything that says he will end up here with us in Atlanta,” he said. “We hope that happens but there isn’t anything set in stone.” 

Braves interim manager Brian Snitker remembers him well. He was the Braves third-base coach when Infante was with the club from 2008-2010. 

“I loved Omar and he was a great guy and great teammate,” Snitker said. “He did a great job here for us and was very athletic. He played second, 
shortstop and could run. I have nothing but really good memories of Omar and he is a great teammate.” 



One other potential unspoken benefit of having Infante: He’s close friends with former Brave Martin Prado, the godfather to Infante’s daughter. 
There’s a chance the Braves will pursue Prado as a free agent next winter. 

Infante had one of his best seasons with the Braves in 2010, when he hit .321 with eight homers and 47 RBIs before being traded to the Marlins in 
the Dan Uggla deal in November 2010. 

 

Swanson, Albies together now in Braves’ Double-A infield 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Dansby Swanson and Ozzie Albies, the Braves’ ballyhooed middle infield of the future, became fast friends and carpooling mates during spring 
training. Now they’ll pick up where they left off, this time in Mississippi. 

Braves fans in the Jackson, Miss., area can see the future begin to take shape after Albies was sent from Triple-A Gwinnett to Double-A Mississippi, 
not as a demotion but for the chance to play together with Swanson, who’s played shortstop there for two months since a promotion from 
advanced Single-A. 

Albies will be at second base – he played second base in his past 23 games at Gwinnett – and Swanson will continue playing shortstop, another 
clear indication of the Braves’ long-term intentions at this point. 

“I think if you’re seeing where Dansby is at shortstop and we’ve got Ozzie at second right now, and we’re going to go that way for the time being, 
that probably (portends) it going that way,” Braves general manager John Coppolella said. “But there isn’t anything set in stone. Right now if we 
were to call them both up (to the majors) right now, that’s the way it would be because that’s the way it’s going in the farm system.” 

In their first game in the lineup together Thursday, Albies batted leadoff and went 3-for-5, and Swanson hit third and was 4-fo0r-5 with a triple in 
Mississippi’s 6-5 win against the Jackson (Tenn.) Generals. 

They entered the season as shortstops ranked among the top 25 prospects in all of baseball, with Swanson the Braves’ highest-rated prospect 
overall. The Braves started them out at different levels in order for each to continue playing shortstop until a decision was made regarding which 
player to move to second base. 

They opted to switch Albies, 19, the undersized (about 5-foot-6 and 165 pounds) but wiry-strong Curacao native. The Braves wanted the two to 
play together again before a potential move up to the big leagues, which isn’t imminent but could happen later this summer. 

“We just felt it was the best move at the time for them both,” Coppolella said. “We’re going to let them play and we can obvioiusly move them up 
at any point. We could call them up here at any point, too.” 

Swanson, 22, the first overall pick in the 2015 draft out of Vanderbilt, is a former Marietta High School standout who came to the Braves as part of 
the bounty they got from the Diamondbacks in exchange for Shelby Miller in a trade that shook up baseball’s Winter Meetings. 

The Braves also got center fielder Ender Inciarte and pitching prospect Aaron Blair in that deal. 

Since Swanson has played only 92 games of minor league ball, and was hitting .254 with a .736 OPS in 49 games since moving up to Double-A. It 
made more sense to move Albies down to Double-A than have Swanson make another step up the ladder before the halfway point of the season. 

Also, the two will be able to play together without as much media attention as there would’ve been if both were at Gwinnett. 

Swanson hit .333 with a .967 OPS in 21 games at advanced Single-A Carolina before the move to Mississippi. He has three triples and five homers in 
221 plate appearances in Double-A, and had nine hits in his past 23 at-bats before Thurday. 

Albies began the season at Double-A and hit a robust .369 with a .954 OPS in 22 games before being promoted to Triple-A on April 30, the youngest 
player in the International League at that time. He hit a modest .248 with a .659 OPS in 247 plate appearances at Gwinnett. 

Albies had 11 errors in 160 chances while playing shortstop at Gwinnett before moving to second base on June 5, then only five errors in 141 
chances at second base. 

During spring training, then-manager Fredi Gonzalez made it a point to play the two of them together almost every time they played in Grapefruit 
League games, with the two players taking turns at shortstop and second base. Albies usually rode to the ballpark with Swanson. 

“I think it’s great,” Coppolella said of putting them together again. “You saw a lot of it during spring training where they really formed a bond. And 
to get to play together, it should be a fun team. They’ve got some really good players there (at Mississippi). We’ve got a great (pitching) staff there; 
I mean, you could say every starter there is a prospect. 

“It’s a fun team to watch, and it should be great for them just to learn a little more about each other and hopefully win a lot of games.” 
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Teheran unlikely to be traded, but Braves not done dealing 

By David O’Brien 

It’s been apparent for several weeks that the Braves have no intentions of trading Julio Teheran, whose contract is too club-friendly and whose 
performance has been too good since late last season to make it likely they would improve the team by trading their best pitcher and blowing a 
hole in their rotation. 

They might get back a proven hitter, but they’re not likely to fill a couple of spots in their lineup with impactful young players under contractual 
control for several years or more, and that’s what it should – and likely would – take for a team to pry Teheran from the Braves before the Aug. 1 
non-waiver deadline. 

Otherwise, it’s the quintessential robbing Peter to pay Paul, in this case the Braves weakening their pitching to such a degree that any improvement 
they would likely get offensively would not be enough to offset the loss. You just don’t trade young starting pitchers as good and particularly as 
affordable as Teheran, 25, who is one of the best bargains in baseball this season at $3.3 million, and will be again next season when his salary goes 
to $6.3 million, and again after that when it climbs to $8 million in 2018. 

Try to find a proven veteran starting pitcher as good as Teheran who’s making less than $10 million. 

And that’s not even the end of the contract. Provided he stays healthy, he should still be a great bargain – especially the way free-agent pitching 
salaries continue to soar – when he makes $11 million in 2019 in the final guaranteed year of the deal, and in 2020 when there’s a $12 million team 
option with a $1 million buyout. 

If a couple of their pitching prospects develop into elite pitchers in the next year or three, then yes, trade Teheran to fill other needs. But right 
now? That’d just make no sense, given the state of the rotation and the fact that there are no other pitchers in the organization that you can 
legitimately point to and say, I know that guy is going to be a 3.00-ERA type pitcher in 2017 when the Braves are in their new ballpark. 

Which brings us to tonight (Friday), when Teheran takes the mound again and looks to continue what has been one of the better pitching runs by 
any pitcher since the last month of the 2015 season. 

Entering this game against the Marlins, Teheran is 3-5 in his past 12 starts despite a dominant 1.61 ERA and .160 opponents’ average in that span, 
with 82 strikeouts and 16 walks in 83 2/3 innings. The Braves scored two or fewer runs while he was nine of those 12 games, including one or no 
runs while he was in six games. 

Teheran has a 2.23 ERA and .191 opponents’ average in 22 starts since the beginning of Sept. 1, but just a 5-8 record in that span while receiving 
2.9 support runs per nine inning pitched. He’s allowed two or fewer earned runs in 17 of those 22 starts, but the Braves have scored two or fewer 
runs while he’s been in 17 of those 22 games, including one or no runs while he was in nine. 

For the season, Teheran has the worst run support among major league starters at 2.72 runs per nine innings pitched. 

Consider this:  Teherean is 3-7 with a 2.46 ERA and .183 opponents’ average and 0.89 WHIP (second-lowest in majors to Clayton Kershaw’s 0.73), 
while the Nationals’ Steven Strasburg is 10-0 with a 2.90 ERA, .220 opponents’ average and 1.06 WHIP. 

Strasburg has received 7.06 support runs per nine innings pitched, third-best among NL starters and nearly three times the support that Teheran’s 
gotten. 

Even harder to believe than Teheran’s overall record is his home mark. He’s still winless (0-4) at home this season, even though he has a 2.80 home 
ERA and .213 opponents’ average with 54 strikeouts and 16 walks in 54 2/3 innings. 

Since beginning his superb run in early September, he’s 1-4 in 12 home starts despite a 2.41 ERA and .211 OA, with 75 strikeouts and 22 walks in 74 
2/3  innings. The Braves have scored two or fewer runs while Teheran was in the game in all but one of those 12 starts, including one or no runs in 
the past four. 

Against the Marlins, Teheran is 5-3 with a 2.87 ERA in 13 starts, including 1-2 with a 3.03 ERA in five starts since the beginning of the 2015 season. 
He lost his only start against them this season May 29 in Atlanta, when he gave up five hits, three runs and three walks in 5 1/3 innings. 

Braves-killer Justin Bour is 3-for-8 with a homer against Teheran, Marcell Ozuna is 11-for-30 with a homer, Christian Yelich is 9-for-28, Martin Prado 
is 6-for-21 and Giancarlo Stanton is 4-for-27 with two homers. 

His counterpart tonight is Marlins lefty Justin Nicolino, who’s 2-0 with an 0.64 ERA and .178 opponents’ average in two starts against the Braves, 
both last September. He had only five strikeouts with eight walks in 14 innings of those games, but gave up only eight hits and one run. 

The good news for the Braves: Nicolino has really struggled of late. As in, struggled to the tune of 0-4 with a 5.95 ERA and .358 opponents’ average 
in his past eight major league starts, with 25 strikeouts and nine walks in 42 1/3 innings. 

He lasted fewer than six innings in each of his past seven starts, and gave up 22 hits and 10 runs in 10 1/3 innings of his last two starts for the 
Marlins before being optioned to Triple-A New Orleans. 



Nicolino last pitched in the majors June 15 at San Diego, where he gave up 10 hits and five runs in 4 2/3 innings. In his start before that, June 10 at 
Arizona, he gave up12  hits and five runs in 5 2/3 innings. He pitched well in two starts for New Orleans since then. 

• Trade possibilities: They’re not likely to trade Teheran, but the Braves would move shortstop Erick Aybar in a heartbeat if they get an offer this 
month for the veteran, who’s making $8.5 million this season and got off to a horrendous start. He’s played a lot better lately, and the Braves need 
Aybar to keep doing for the next few weeks what he’s done in his past 15 games: hit .306 (15-for-49) with four doubles, five walks, .404 OBP, .388 
slugging percentage….. 

Arodys Vizcaino’s recent struggles might’ve dampened his trade market, but there will still be plenty of interest in the Braves closer, and I think 
they’ll move him for the right offer. Vizcaino has a 4.35 ERA in his past 13 appearances while allowing 10 hits, seven runs (five earned) and 12 walks 
with 13 strikeouts in 10 1/3 innings in that span and taking three losses. Before that stretch, Viz had posted a 1.57 ERA and .208 opponents’ 
average in 59 appearances, since returning from an 80-game PED suspension that cost him the first half of the 2015 season. He had 71 strikeouts 
and 20 walks in 57 1/3 innings in that impressive run. 

Any veteran (and perhaps a few others) from the Braves bullpen are also available, meaning Jim Johnson could be dealt if a team thinks he could 
help in the stretch drive. 

There also could be some renewed interest in veteran right fielder Nick Markakis, who has hit .296 (29-for-98) in his past 24 games with eight 
doubles, a homer, 13 RBIs and a .330 OBP and .408 slugging percentage, and particularly in Jeff Francoeur, who has hit lefties well all season, still 
has a strong outfield arm, and is highly regarded as a teammate who can slip into any clubhouse seamlessly and strengthen rather than detract 
from chemistry, a consideration plenty of teams have during playoff runs…. And if Gordon Beckham comes off the DL and picks up where he left 
off, it wouldn’t surprise me if a team or two shows interest in the veteran infielder, who has revived his career in his first season with his 
hometown Braves. 

• Freeman resurgence: Freddie Freeman was always the guy whose simple swing mechanics – and sheer talent — allowed him to avoid the kind of 
extended slumps that most other hitters dealt with at least occasionally. But not this season. For the first two months, Freeman had some long cold 
spells and only a couple of hot streaks. 

That changed in June, the first month in which the big first baseman produced the kind of numbers the Braves are used to seeing from their 
franchise player. He hit .346/.426/.654 with 18 extra-base hits in June, after posting slash lines of .245/.314/.427 in May and .259/.368/.407 in 
April. 

In his past 17 games Freeman is 29-for-68 (.426) with 14 extra-base hits (three triples, four homers), 11 RBIs and a .487 OBP and .794 slugging 
percentage. 

And no, I don’t think Coppy is reconsidering his right-arm pledge regarding Freeman. 

 

Braves game at Fort Bragg worth bragging on 

By Steve Hummer 

Special is increasingly difficult to find as this Braves season clatters and wheezes into its second half. And sometimes you have to really go out of 
your way to find special. But it is still out there to be had, thankfully. 

The Braves quirky little detour to Fort Bragg (N.C.) for a Sunday night game/tribute to the troops against the Miami Marlins figures to be one of the 
highlights of an otherwise trying and nondescript season. 

Playing in the first regular season game staged on an active military base – the largest in terms of population in the world – on the July 
4th weekend is just about the best idea baseball has come up with since built-in cup-holders in the stands. 

More than lip service, baseball is paying tangible appreciation to the people who stand between us and a crazed world. Building a ballpark on what 
was an abandoned golf course, jamming the place solely with military personnel (free tickets) for a game that is not some hollow exhibition but 
actually counts in the standings – that’s a big statement by the game and the players union. 

Understand that this is just not an uplifting experience for the troops. How about a team that resides in the sulphurous depths of its division, with 
no hope of competing for much more the last 80 games? It should be a bit of a morale boost for the Braves, too. 

More than merely playing a game, both teams will be mingling with the troops during the day leading up to it, at the epicenter of the Army’s 
special forces operations. “No, I’m not jumping out of a plane,” Braves manager Brian Snitker said, “although I won’t guarantee that at 9 o’clock (an 
hour into the game) or so.” 

It should be a rejuvenating day for all parties. 

“Everybody looking at it as an honor,” Snitker said. “It will be an honor to go play for them, give them a little something back. See those guys. Have 
lunch with them.” 

http://furtherreview.blog.myajc.com/author/stevenhummer/


There is something of an understood bond between athletes and the military. Said Matt Wisler, scheduled to start Sunday night against the 
Marlins: “It’s a mutual respect for what athletes and military guys do. They both go through their own kind of grinds – the military is obviously a 
little bit harder than ours and more dangerous than what we go through. I think they understand that we work as a team every day. We put in a lot 
of time into this game like they put in a lot of time in the military.” 

Of the scene he is expecting Sunday night, Wisler said, “It will almost feel like a spring training outing with the (12,500-seat) stands and stuff. It 

won’t be a big stadium but it will be a big game, on ESPN and everything. It should be pretty exciting night.” 

A night in which everyone in the place, from the faceless soldier to any one of the 25 players on a struggling baseball team can feel, well, special. 

 

Fox Sports 

Braves set stage for future of Ozzie Albies-Dansby Swanson partnership 

By Cory McCartney 

ATLANTA -- One of the biggest debates surrounding the duo of Ozzie Albies and Dansby Swanson -- beyond when they'll actually arrive in Atlanta -- 
was seemingly answered Thursday as they teamed up with Double-A Mississippi. 

Swanson will play shortstop, with Albies at second base, providing some clarity -- at least for now -- with how the Braves plan to handle the 
positional futures of two players who entered the organization at shortstop. 

"I think if you're seeing where Dansby's at shortstop and we have Ozzie at second right now and we're going to go that way for the time being, that 
probably lends a nod toward going that way (in the majors)," said Braves general manager John Coppolella. "There isn't anything set in stone. If we 
were to call them up right now, that's the way it would be because that's the way we're doing it in the farm system." 

Swanson is the organization's top-rated prospect in FOXSportsSouth.com's composite rankings,, while Albies is No. 3. 

Albies opened the season in Mississippi, hitting .369/.442/.512 in 84 at-bats and was promoted to Triple-A Gwinnett, where he had been playing at 
second base since June 5. His offense had dipped at the plate, though, hitting .248/.307/.351 at that level, but Coppolella said that wasn't the 
reason for his moving back down a level. 

Swanson has also slowed of late after moving up a level. He began the year in the Carolina League, where he slashed .333/.441/.526, and in 49 
games at Double-A is hitting .254/.335/.401. 

As for the decision to move Albies down instead of Swanson up, Coppolella said "We just felt it was the best move at the time for them both. We're 
going to let them both play and we obviously could move them both up, and at any point we could call them up here too." 

It's that final sentiment that could be key. The Braves have plenty of options in their middle infield -- with Erick Aybar, Chase d'Arnaud, Gordon 
Beckham and Jace Peterson -- and while a pre-September call up for either Albies or Swanson seems a stretch, with Atlanta expected to be active 
ahead of the trade deadline, opportunities could arise. 

Hence allowing them to build that rapport now as a potential double-play combo for years to come for this organization. 

"I think it's great," Coppolella said. "You saw a lot of it in spring training to where they really formed a bond. For them to be able to play with each 
other, it should be a fun team (in Mississippi). ... It's a great team to watch and it should be great for them just to learn more about each other and 
hopefully win a lot of games." 

 

Braves trade veteran Bud Norris to Dodgers for 2 pitching prospects 

By Cory McCartney 

ATLANTA -- The midseason resurgence of Bud Norris paid off as the Atlanta Braves strengthened baseball's best farm system -- but where it leaves 
the current major league rotation is a lingering question. 

The 31-year-old right-hander was dealt to the Los Angeles Dodgers Thursday as Atlanta continues its youth movement, trading veteran pieces to 
open up roster opportunities for younger players. Atlanta will also send outfield prospect Dian Toscano, a player to be named later and cash 
considerations to Los Angeles. 

"That's the thing and why I hate to see (Norris) go, is because you don't turn around and have somebody come in and do what he did," said Braves 
interim manager Brian Snitker. "But somebody's going to have an opportunity to better themselves." 

http://www.foxsports.com/south/story/atlanta-braves-top-prospects-for-2016-112515
http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/bud-norris-player
http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team


In return, the Braves netted two minor-league arms in Caleb Dirks, the 30th-ranked prospect in the Dodgers' farm system according to MLB 
Pipeline, and Phillip Pfeifer. 

"For us, (it's) getting two young players that aren't far away that our scouts like that put up really good numbers," said Braves general manager 
John Coppolella. " ... We feel like they're both guys we can see soon." 

The right-handed Dirks, 23, was originally drafted by Atlanta in 2014 and spent two seasons in the organization before being traded along with 
outfielder Jordan Paroubeck for $249,000 of international pool money last summer. The 6-foot-3 reliever boasts an effective fastball and has 
allowed just seven earned runs in 42 appearances at Double-A Tulsa over the past two seasons. He could be a 2016 option for Atlanta's bullpen. 

"We didn't want to trade Caleb Dirks last year, "Coppolella said. ".... We gave away somebody that we really liked and we're happy to get him back 
in the Braves organization." 

The left-handed Pfeifer is a little farther away. The Dodgers' third-round pick in the 2015 draft and a former teammate of Braves No. 1 prospect 
Dansby Swanson at Vanderbilt, Pfeifer owns a double-digit strikeout rate at each of his three stops in the low minors. 

This is the third consecutive trade in which the Braves received at least one pitching prospect in exchange for a veteran MLB piece, following the 
deals that sent Jason Grilli to Toronto and Kelly Johnson to the New York Mets. 

Norris signed a one-year, $2.5 million deal with the Braves in the offseason to serve as an innings-eating placeholder and trade chip as the franchise 
waiting for its farm system's pitching depth to bubble up to the majors, but his April struggles (8.74 ERA) upended the original blueprint. The 
former Astros and Orioles starter found success in a relief role, however, utilizing his cutter to the tune of a 1.96 ERA in 18 1/3 innings before 
moving back into the starting rotation on June 4. 

Sounding Off: Braves team Albies, Swanson together at last 

That return came when Mike Foltynewicz went to the disabled list, and over his last four outings, Norris is 2-1 with a 2.15 ERA over 29 1/3 innings 
with 29 strikeouts to eight walks and a .200 batting average against. 

"He went to the bullpen and thought he did really there and was forced into another start and he was all in," Snitker said. "We were sitting in the 
office there in Los Angeles and he was like 'I'll give you whatever I have in my tank' and he did and I'm appreciative of that." 

Overall, Norris owns a 3.84 FIP and 0.8 WAR this season. 

The Dodgers lost National League Cy Young favorite Clayton Kershaw to the 15-day disabled list with a lower back injury and they can use Norris in 
either a starting or relief role — he allowed just seven earned runs in five starts after he returned to Atlanta's rotation — as they attempt to close 
the NL West gap between them and the first-place Giants. 

Norris was slated to start Saturday opposite Jose Fernandez in the third game of the series against the Dodgers. Snitker said it's a day-to-day 
approach to how they'll fill the rotation spot, but if he's not used over the next two days in a relief role, the Braves may turn to righty Tyrell Jenkins, 
who has made two appearances out of the bullpen since his June 16 call up. He has a 7.20 ERA in five innings with three Ks and a walk. 

"That's a definite possibility and that's how we may have to look at that, and then who's available in Triple-A," Snitker said. "We're just going to try 
and revisit it every day and see what our option is." 

Foltynewicz made his return to the Braves rotation in Thursday's opener against Miami after being sidelined for a month with a spur in his right 
elbow. While Julio Teheran and Matt Wisler are locked in, Joel De La Cruz -- who yielded three runs on seven hits in six innings in Wednesday's 3-0 
loss to the Indians -- will start Monday's vs. the Phillies. 

They do have options in Triple-A, among them righties Aaron Blair and Ryan Weber and left-hander Manny Banuelos. But Blair was demoted after 
allowing eight runs on seven hits in 4 1/3 innings Friday vs. the Mets and has a 10.57 ERA over his last seven starts, while Weber posted a 9.28 ERA 
over five relief appearances in big league stints in April and June. Banuelos, who last pitched in the majors in Sept. 6, and has dealt with continued 
elbow issues, has a 6.17 ERA and has thrown no more than 4 2/3 innings. 

Among the options on the MLB roster beyond Jenkins, there's also Casey Kelly, who has one start under his belt as he gave up three runs on seven 
hits in five innings in a 5-0 loss to Philadelphia on May 22. 

"Today's going to affect tomorrow and tomorrow's going to affect the next day," Snitker said of the approach. "That's just how the games go and 
probably be a day-to-day thing right now." 

Already the majors' youngest group of arms, with 437 1/3 innings thrown from pitchers 25 or younger -- a figure that was 127 1/3 more than 
anyone else entering Thursday -- the Braves options figure to get that much younger with the removal of their oldest start in Norris. 

 

 



Minutes after arriving in Atlanta, ex-Braves closer Billy Wagner's truck was stolen 

By Cory McCartney 

ATLANTA -- Billy Wagner delivered 422 saves during his 16-year MLB career, including 37 in an All-Star season with the Braves. Now, the retired 
left-hander is hoping to get one sent his way. 

In Atlanta with Perfect Game USA for a showcase, Wagner arrived Wednesday night at 11:07 p.m. at his hotel, and minutes later, his Ford F-350 
was stolen. 

"Took my bag out, was talking to my wife, looked at my watch and said 'My truck's leaving,'" Wagner said during an appearance in the FOX Sports 
Southeast booth during Thursday's Marlins -Braves series opener. 

Former teammate Tim Hudson was also in the booth, and noted to Wagner "You shouldn't have such a fancy car." 

"It is highfalutin, (from) where I'm from," Wagner, replied. 

"Highfalutin ... what does that mean, exactly?" Hudson said. 

"It runs," Wagner said. "It started on the first try." 

Wagner went on to describe the truck, which is white with tan trim and blacked-out tries and rims. 

"Spinners?" Hudson interjected, to laughter. "They're spinning right now. ... They're spinning right now, buddy." 

If the vehicle is recovered -- Wagner noted that police told him it could be in the vicinity of Turner Field -- Chip Caray has an idea how Wagner can 
get retribution. 

"I suggested that whoever they catch, you have them stand in the batter's box," Caray said. 

"Well that's not fair, now," said the 44-year-old Wagner. 

Wagner played his final season -- 2010 -- in Atlanta and became an All-Star for the seventh time as he had a 1.43 ERA with 104 strikeouts and 22 
walks over 69 1/3 innings. He converted all but six of his save attempts. 

 

WXIA-TV (NBC) 

Braves trade pitcher Bud Norris to Dodgers for pair of pitching prospects 

Alec McQuade, WXIA 6:28 PM. EDT June 30, 2016 

The Atlanta Braves have traded away Bud Norris and two minor leaguers to the Los Angeles Dodgers, the team announced Thursday. 

The Braves are getting left-handed relief pitcher Philip Pfeiffer and right-handed relief pitcher Caleb Dirks from the Dodgers' minor league system.  

The Dodgers will also acquire minor-league outfielder Dian Toscano, a player to be named later and cash considerations, according to the Braves. 

Pfeifer, 21, was selected in the third round of the 2015 MLB Draft out of Vanderbilt. In 18 games, he is 3-1 with a 2.53 ERA in Single-A baseball. 

Dirks, 21, is returning to the Braves who draft him in the 15 round of the 2014 MLB Draft. 

The right-hander is 7-4 with a 1.43 ERA in his career. This season in Double-A, Dirk is 3-2 with a 1.44 ERA and six saves.  

Norris, 31, heads to his native state of California after going 3-7 with a 4.22 ERA in the first three months with the Braves. 

The right-hander improved his command in his last few starts increasing his number of strikeouts. 

Norris was in the team's starting rotation at the beginning of the season, but was sent to the bullpen after struggling in April. 

He returned to the starting rotation June 4 and was 2-1 since. His ERA is 2.08 for the month of June. 

Word of the trade came immediately after Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw was placed on the 15-day DL with a back injury. 

 

http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/atlanta-braves-team
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Associated Press 

Braves rally with 4 runs in 6th, beat Marlins 8-5 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA -- Interim Braves manager Brian Snitker had to sweat out the ninth inning more than he wanted to. 

Even so, he was pleased to see Mauricio Cabrera, the seventh Atlanta pitcher, earn his first career save. 

"It was too eventful for me there at the end," Snitker said, "but we won the game." 

Pinch-hitter Brandon Snyder had two RBI in a four-run sixth inning and the Braves rallied for an 8-5 victory over the Miami Marlins on Thursday 
night. 

Miami, which began the day a half-game ahead of two teams in the NL wild-card race, has allowed 25 runs and scored just 13 runs off 37 hits in 
losing its last three games. The Marlins dropped to 2-7 against Atlanta this year. 

The Braves improved to just 12-32 at Turner Field. They have the NL's worst overall record, the majors' worst home record and the least productive 
offense in the big leagues, but they took a 6-3 lead in the sixth. 

Jeff Francoeur's double chased Marlins starter Wei-Yin Chen, and Mike Dunn gave up Erick Aybar's RBI infield single, Snyder's two-run go-ahead 
triple and Chase d'Arnaud's RBI single. 

Chen (4-3) allowed eight hits, four runs, two walks and struck out two in 5 1/3 innings. The left-hander has a 7.27 ERA over his last five starts. 

Tyler Flowers' RBI double in the seventh pushed the lead to 7-3. Ichiro Suzuki's pinch-hit sacrifice fly in the eighth made it 7-4, and d'Arnaud's RBI 
double in the eighth put Atlanta up 8-4. 

After Arodys Vizcaino issued a pair of two-out walks in the ninth, Flowers was ejected by home plate umpire Larry Vanover for arguing balls and 
strikes and was replaced by A.J. Pierzynski. 

Adeiny Hechavarria's RBI single chased Vizcaino -- the Atlanta closer pitching in a non-save situation -- and Cabrera retired pinch-hitter Cole 
Gillespie on a flyout for his first career save. 

"What I saw it wasn't a very good zone all night," Flowers said. "Finally the situation gets tight there at the end and I thought it was a blatant strike. 
So it comes a point where you have to do something. It's better me than a pitcher getting ejected." 

Dario Alvarez (2-1) earned the win after walking one, striking out one and throwing a wild pitch in two-thirds of the sixth. 

The Marlins went ahead 3-0 in the second on Justin Bour's 15th homer, a three-run shot off Braves starter Mike Foltynewicz. 

"He's been swinging the bat good," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said. "That's the issue for us. We've been able to put up a lot of hits. We just 
haven't been able to put up a lot of runs. He's a guy that can do that." 

Following a 1-hour, 8-minute rain delay in the third, the Braves cut the lead to 3-2 on Freddie Freeman's RBI triple and Nick Markakis' RBI single. 

Tyrell Jenkins, the second Atlanta pitcher, walked the bases loaded but struck out J.T. Realmuto to keep the Marlins scoreless in the fifth. 

Foltynewicz, in his first start since May 30 after going on the disabled list with right elbow soreness, gave up two hits, two walks, three runs -- two 
earned -- and struck out two in three innings. 

RODNEY ON THE WAY 

Mattingly will wait until Friday to announce how he will use newly acquired closer Fernando Rodney. 

Making a push to stay near the top of the NL wild-card race, the Marlins traded a minor league pitcher to get Rodney from San Diego. 

Current Marlins closer A.J. Ramos has converted straight 33 saves opportunities since last season, but Mattingly wouldn't say for sure who will have 
the role. 

Rodney, whose 253 career saves are fifth-most among active pitchers, is expected to join the team Friday. 

PAIRING TOP PROSPECTS 

Braves 2B Ozzie Albies has been demoted to Double-A Mississippi from Triple-A Gwinnett, where he will play alongside SS Dansby Swanson. 
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General manager John Coppolella gave no timetable for their arrival in Atlanta, but this year hasn't been ruled out. The team also might wait until it 
moves into a new suburban ballpark next year. 

Swanson is Atlanta's top prospect and was baseball's No. 1 overall draft pick last year. Albies ranks among the 25 top overall prospects. Both began 
their professional career as shortstops. Albies made the switch to second base this year at Gwinnett. 

Albies batted .248 in 56 games at Triple-A after hitting .369 in 22 games at Double-A to open the season. 

TRADE AND SIGN 

Atlanta dealt RHP Bud Norris, its No. 2 starter, to the Los Angeles Dodgers for two prospects. The Braves also signed veteran utility man Omar 
Infante to a minor league contract. Infante, 34, will be assigned to Class A Danville next week. 

UP NEXT 

Marlins: LHP Justin Nicolino (2-4, 5.17) will be called up from Triple-A New Orleans to start Friday night. He was demoted after allowing five runs 
over 4 2/3 innings June 15 against San Diego. 

Braves: RHP Julio Teheran (3-7) has a 2.46 ERA, seventh-best in the NL. He is 5-3 with a 2.87 ERA in 13 career starts against the Marlins. 

 

Marlins-Braves preview 

ATLANTA -- First baseman Freddie Freeman and pitcher Julio Teheran are the only core players left after the Atlanta Braves' two-year teardown and 
rebuild for the future. 

Freeman has been labeled as untouchable from the start. Teheran has virtually gained the same status. 

The Braves could sell high on Teheran, but general manager John Coppolella has been adamant recently that the team plans to hold on to the 25-
year-old staff ace despite continuing trade rumors. 

Teheran takes a 23-inning scoreless streak into his start Friday night against the Miami Marlins (41-38) and has a 2.46 ERA. He is second among 
major league starters with a WHIP of 0.89. 

"When you start looking at All-Star pitchers, he is one," Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. "The only thing there is his one-loss record and 
he can't control that with all that goes on. He's been about as good as you can get." 

Teheran, given almost no offensive support, is 3-7 and has yet to record a victory at Turner Field. The right-hander is 0-4 in nine home starts 
despite a 2.80 ERA. 

The Braves (27-52) have scored two runs or fewer while Teheran was on the mound in 12 of his 16 starts. 

One of Teheran's home losses came against the Marlins, who had lost five straight to the Braves before winning 7-3 on May 29. Atlanta leads the 
series 7-2 after an 8-5 victory Thursday. 

Teheran, 5-3 with a 2.87 ERA in 13 career starts against the Marlins, gave up five hits and three runs over 5 1/3 innings in that game, but has been 
on a roll since. 

Teheran's scoreless stretch, which includes a one-hitter against the New York Mets, is the longest active streak in the National League and the 
longest by an Atlanta starter in a single season since Paul Maholm went 25 1/3 innings in 2013. 

The streak comes with the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline just a month away, but Teheran has been able to concentrate only on his work at 
hand. 

"I don't think about it, but I hear about it because there are a lot of comments," he said of the trade rumors. "I just focus on what I've been doing 
because this is the best I've been feeling during my career." 

The Marlins and Braves were active on the trade front Thursday. 

Miami, already strong at the back of the bullpen with A.J. Ramos, obtained veteran closer Fernando Rodney from San Diego in exchange for 
pitching prospect Chris Paddack. 

Rodney, 39, was 17-for-17 in save opportunities in his first year with the Padres and had a 0.31 ERA in 28 appearances. He is expected to join the 
Marlins on Friday. 
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"We're able to shorten the game, that's for sure," manager Don Mattingly said of Rodney's addition. "We've been able to shorten it, in our minds, 
already. Now, it just makes it even shorter." 

Ramos is 24-for-24 in save opportunities this year and has converted a team-record 33 in a row dating back to last season. 

"Right now, until we have a chance to talk to Fernando, there's nothing I want to talk about role-wise publicly," Mattingly said. "I think we look at it 
as we just added a guy who has been rolling this year." 

The Braves' trade was a multi-player deal for prospects that sent veteran right-hander Bud Norris, who was 2-1 with a 2.15 ERA in his last five 
starts, to the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

"I hate to see Bud go," Braves interim manager Brian Snitker. "The Dodgers are getting a hot pitcher." 

Norris, 31, was 3-7 with a 4.22 ERA in 22 games (10 startes) after being signed as a free agent in the offseason for $2.5 million. 

The deal leaves the Braves in need of starter for Saturday, with a promotion from Triple-A likely. 

 

Dodgers acquire veteran pitcher Bud Norris from Braves 

By RICH ROVITO (Associated Press) 

MILWAUKEE (AP) -- The Los Angeles Dodgers have acquired veteran pitcher Bud Norris from the Atlanta Braves. 

The move Thursday comes on the same day the Dodgers said ace Clayton Kershaw will be placed on the 15-day disabled list because of a back 
injury 

In the deal, the Dodgers also received minor league outfielder Dian Toscano, a player to be named and $1 million payable Oct. 15 from Atlanta for 
minor league pitchers Philip Pfeifer and Caleb Dirks. 

To make room for Norris on the 40-man roster, Los Angeles designated left-hander Ian Thomas for assignment. 

Kershaw had been scheduled to start the series opener against the Colorado Rockies in Los Angeles on Friday. Norris last pitched Sunday and can 
immediately be inserted into the rotation. 

Over his last five starts, Norris is 2-1 with a 2.15 ERA, 29 strikeouts and eight walks over 29 1/3 innings. Norris is in his eighth season and this year is 
3-7 with a 4.22 ERA. The 31-year-old pitcher has also pitched for Houston, Baltimore and San Diego. He signed a one-year, $2.5 million contract 
with the Braves in November. 

Toscano, 27, hit .226 with 10 RBI in 58 games with the Braves' Double-A Mississippi this year following five seasons in Cuba's Serie Nacional. 

Dirks, 23, went 3-2 with six saves and a 1.44 ERA in 28 relief appearances with Double-A Tulsa this season. Pfeifer, 23, had a 3-1 combined record 
with a 2.67 ERA in 17 relief appearances with Single-A Great Lakes and Single-A Rancho Cucamonga this season. 
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