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Gibson scuffles in Border Battle opener 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | May 18, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Kyle Gibson has become a much more consistent pitcher since the second half of last year, but it was clear he didn't have his 
best command against the Brewers on Friday night. 
 
Gibson saw his streak of allowing three runs or fewer snapped at four starts, as he scuffled through 5 1/3 innings in an 8-3 loss to Milwaukee in 
the first game of the Border Battle between the two Interleague rivals. Gibson, who entered with a 3.50 ERA over his last 19 starts dating back to 
Aug. 1, tied a season-worst by allowing five runs on eight hits and four walks with five strikeouts. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"It was a little frustrating," Gibson said. "Had command going in and out. But really a couple of walks and here and there and the two home-run 
pitches and it's a completely different outing." 
 
Gibson had allowed just two homers in eight starts this season, but was hurt by a solo homer from Ji-Man Choi in the second and a two-run shot 
from Jesus Aguilar in the third. He also gave up a run on a bloop single from Christian Yelich in the third and a run-scoring double play from 
Orlando Arcia in the fourth. He at least helped the bullpen by pitching into the sixth, but walked the last batter he faced before coming out for 
reliever Trevor Hildenberger. 
 
"Unfortunately, the home runs got to me tonight," Gibson said. "I've been doing a better job this year trying to avoid those and keep the ball in the 
park and story of the night is home runs and walks." 
 
Gibson didn't get much help from his offense, as the Twins were held in check by lefty Brent Suter, who entered with a 5.14 ERA but surrendered 
just one run on five hits and a walk over 5 2/3 innings. The Twins didn't score until the sixth on a sacrifice fly from Max Kepler to score Eddie 
Rosario, who doubled with one out. 
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"We didn't do much offensively," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "The cutter was really eating up our right-handers. Our left-handers had 
better at-bats overall. Just kind of a lopsided game." 
 
After Kepler's sacrifice fly, the Brewers got the run right back with Aguilar's second homer of the game, a solo shot off the left-field foul pole off 
Hildenberger. Milwaukee added another run in the eighth on an RBI ground-rule double from Lorenzo Cain off reliever Matt Magill. The 
insurance runs came in handy for the Brewers, as Kepler launched a two-run homer in the eighth off lefty reliever Boone Logan. He also nearly 
homered on his double off the wall against Suter in the second. 
 
"Kepler had a couple that just missed home runs," Suter said. "He's been a tough out for me since 2014, playing him in Double-A. He's just a 
really good hitter so you have to tip your cap sometimes. We've had some good battles. Other than that, I felt like I was in control pretty well." 
 
MAUER EXITS EARLY 
Twins first baseman Joe Mauer left the game in the fifth with neck stiffness and was replaced by pinch-hitter Logan Morrison. Mauer was 0-for-2 
with two groundouts to second before coming out of the game. Mauer is hitting .283/.404/.355 with a homer, seven doubles and 11 RBIs in 38 
games this season. 
 
"I'd like to be in the lineup tomorrow to be honest but it might take a day or two," Mauer said. "Nothing more than that. I just think I need to let it 
calm down." More > 
 
SOUND SMART 
Kepler, who went 2-for-2 with a walk, is hitting .343 with three homers, five doubles and eight RBIs in 40 plate appearances against lefties this 
year after batting .152 with two homers, three doubles and 12 RBIs in 137 plate appearances against southpaws last season. He also struck out 40 
times against lefties in '17, but only five times in '18. 
 
"I told him after the homer he had four good at-bats tonight," Molitor said. "Kep just missed three homers. The first one missed by a couple inches 
and he pulled that one foul that he hit fairly well. He's been really making progress on his ability to hit lefties. I think he kind of took that as a 
mission upon himself and so far he's done well." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"It's kind of been a thorn in our side, the ability to get runners in from third with less than two outs. I'm not sure what the numbers are but it seems 
that we've missed a lot of opportunities." -- Molitor, on the Twins failing to score in the second with two runners in scoring position and nobody 
out. Minnesota is hitting .240 with runners in scoring position this year, which is tied for 18th in the Majors. 
 
UP NEXT 
Rookie right-hander Fernando Romero (2-0, 0.54 ERA) will look to build on his impressive start to his career when he takes the mound against 
the Brewers at Target Field on Saturday at 6:10 p.m. CT. Romero allowed one run over five innings against the Angels his last time out. Right-
hander Freddy Peralta (1-0. 0.00 ERA) starts for Milwaukee 
 
Mauer day-to-day with neck stiffness 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | May 18, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Twins first baseman Joe Mauer exited Friday's 8-3 loss to the Brewers in the fifth inning with neck tightness, as Logan 
Morrison served as a pinch-hitter for him against lefty Brent Suter. Mauer, who initially suffered the injury on a diving attempt at first base last 
Friday in Anaheim, is considered day-to-day. 
 
Mauer grounded to first base in each of his first two at-bats against Suter and said the stiffness got worse as the game went on. After Mauer 
departed, Morrison struck out swinging and remained in the game at first base. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"I've been coming in and getting treatment and trying to get out there every day but today I got out there and it started to stiffen up and got a little 
worse," Mauer said. "I talked to the trainers and coaches and they thought it was best if I got out of there before it got any worse." 
 
Mauer believes he'll be able to avoid the 10-day disabled list, but it didn't sound likely he'll be in the lineup on Saturday. 
 
"I'd like to be in the lineup tomorrow to be honest but it might take a day or two," Mauer said. "Nothing more than that. I just think I need to let it 
calm down." 
 
Mauer, 35, is hitting .283/.404/.355 with a homer, seven doubles and 11 RBIs in 38 games this season. Twins manager Paul Molitor said they 
weren't aware Mauer was going to need to leave the game until the bottom of the fifth started. 
"He tried to play through it the best that he can and then tonight it just seemed to kind of lock up on him," Molitor said. "We got in a situation 
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where our first two hitters went down on three pitches, and I was made aware right before we started our offense that particular inning. We only 
had three pitches to get LoMo out of the cage and get him ready so it might have looked a little peculiar. That's the way it worked out." 
 
 
 
Sano (hamstring) cleared for rehab assignment 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | May 18, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Twins third baseman Miguel Sano has been increasing the intensity of his running drills at Target Field and was cleared to 
start a rehab assignment with Triple-A Rochester on Saturday, the club announced after Friday's 8-3 loss to the Brewers. 
 
Sano, who has been on the 10-day disabled list since May 1 with a strained left hamstring, has been hitting, fielding and running as part of his 
rehab. Molitor was especially encouraged by what he saw Friday. 
 
"I thought he looked significantly better," Molitor said. "Better effort means less pain. We're going to have to have a conversation today about 
whether he's ready to start a rehab. If not, it's imminent and that's encouraging. We're just going to try to figure out the plan and see how long it 
takes for him to show us he's ready to be an everyday player for us." 
 
Sano, 25, was hitting .213/.289/.450 with five homers and 14 RBIs in 20 games before suffering the injury. He missed time with the same injury 
in 2016 and missed roughly six weeks last year after suffering a left shin stress reaction that led to offseason surgery to place a titanium rod in his 
shin. 
 
"I think every team has to go through losing big bats along the way," Molitor said. "We did it last year for the last six weeks of the season. It 
makes a difference. It balances us out, left-right a little bit better. Another threat to hit the ball over the fence. I think everyone is aware when his 
at-bats are coming around." 
 
Once Sano returns, Eduardo Escobar is expected to shift from third base to shortstop. The Twins would then have to decide whether to keep Ehire 
Adrianza or Gregorio Petit as a utility infielder. Both Adrianza and Petit are out of Minor League options. 
 
May takes big step 
Right-hander Trevor May, who is coming back from last March's Tommy John surgery, made his first rehab start with Triple-A Rochester on 
Thursday night. May went four innings, allowing one run on four hits and two walks with five strikeouts. 
 
He threw 60 pitches and will be stretched out to throw 75 pitches on Tuesday. His fastball ranged from 88-93 mph, Molitor said. He remains 
eligible to be activated from the 60-day disabled list on May 28. 
 
"It's not just that he threw all his pitches," Molitor said. "It's more hearing that the shape of the pitches are what they should look like. Really, the 
only small negative was he had trouble sustaining velocity, which I don't think anybody was surprised by given how things were going down in 
Florida before he went up there. But it was a good step." 
 
Santana nearing first start 
Right-hander Ervin Santana, who is recovering from surgery to remove calcium deposits from his right middle finger in early February, threw a 
50-pitch live bullpen session of three simulated innings without any issues Thursday, Molitor said. 
 
Santana remains on track to make his first start in extended spring training on Monday. He'll throw 60 pitches in that outing and then begin his 
official rehab assignment with a 75-pitch start with Class A Advanced Fort Myers on May 26. He's also eligible to be reinstated from the 60-day 
DL on May 28. 
 
"It was all positive," Molitor said. "Everyone tells me he's getting excited about getting in a game." 
 
 
Twins make Brewers look like wall-bangers of old 
La Velle E Neal III | Star Tribune | May 19, 2018 
 
Milwaukee turned the first game of the Border Battle into a Brewers Bash. 
 
Righthander Kyle Gibson was knocked around early and too often, and Twins hitters befuddled by lefthander Brent Suter’s craftiness as they lost 
to Milwaukee 8-3 on Friday. 
 
Jesus Aguilar hit two home runs and Ji-Man Choi added a solo shot for the Brewers as the Twins lost for the fourth time in their past five games. 
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“Aguilar had a big night, obviously,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “A couple of homers there, a couple of mistakes.” 
 
Gibson’s brief run of solid starts came an abrupt halt as he gave up five earned runs over 5⅓ innings on eight hits and four walks. Mistakes were 
made two ways: Poor execution and not listening to his catcher, Bobby Wilson. 
 
Choi, called up from the minors to start Friday, blasted a 95-mph fastball over the center field fence in the second inning to open the scoring. 
 
Milwaukee added three runs in the third, two coming on a Aguilar blast down the left field line that landed well into the second deck. Gibson 
thought he had Aguilar set up for a fastball after throwing a slider away on with the previous pitch. 
 
“Trying to go in more and just left it on the black and up in the nitro zone,” Gibson said. 
 
The Brewers’ Jonathan Villar led off the fourth with a single and eventually came around to score during a double play to put Milwaukee ahead 5-
0. Gibson was yanked from the game after facing two batters in the sixth. 
 
Gibson, 1-2, entered Friday with a 2.66 ERA over his previous four starts. He had pitched at least six innings in three of those four outings while 
holding opponents to a .165 batting average. 
 
Things were much different Friday as Gibson got in front of hitters (19 first pitch strikes) but had trouble finishing them off. Five Brewers batters 
reached base after he got two strikes on them, something for which Gibson blamed himself. 
 
And Gibson continues to search for his first win since March 31 at Baltimore. 
 
“Too many non-competitive pitches where I just didn’t listen to Bobby [Wilson] really,” Gibson said. 
 
“Shook him off way too much tonight. Whether I overthought myself or whatever it was, he was calling a good game and it was nothing against 
him, really. 
 
‘‘Most of the pitches I got beat on I was shaking. Just maybe overthinking a little too much.” 
 
Max Kepler provided all of the Twins offense Friday with a sacrifice fly in the sixth and two-run homer in the eighth. He lifted his average to .343 
against lefthanded pitchers. 
 
“I told him after the home run that he had four good at-bats tonight,” Molitor said. 
 
Most of the other Twins made weak contact against Suter (3-3), who rarely reached 90 miles per hour with any of his pitches. 
 
He made the ball dart, duck, dive and dodge past the fat part of the Twins’ bats during his 5⅔-inning outing, giving up just one run on five hits 
and one walk. Eduardo Escobar did go 3-for-4 to raise his average to .292. 
 
But the Twins have scored just 13 runs over their past five games. 
 
“We didn’t do much offensively,” Molitor said. “The cutter was really eating up our right-handers. Our lefthanders had better at-bats overall 
except for Esco, I would say. Just kind of a lopsided game.” 
 
 
With Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano struggling again, Twins fight for mediocrity 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | May 19, 2018 
 
There was a battle of mediocrity for the American League’s second wild card in 2017 and the Twins were able to claim it with an 85-77 record. 
The Yankees claimed the first wild card with 91 wins. 
 
That’s a number that will not get either wild card this season, not with the Yankees and Boston in the East and Houston and the Angels in the 
West. 
 
The Twins have another problem in 2018: They were playing Game No. 40 on Friday night, the theoretical quarter-point of the schedule, and 
improvement will be required merely to regain mediocre form. 
 
Eddie Rosario and Eduardo Escobar are to be commended for trying to carry an attack that is batting .244 as a whole and scoring a fraction over 
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four runs a game. 
 
I don’t see this team, with the current, shallow lineup, getting to .500 if someone doesn’t get to Byron Buxton and Miguel Sano. 
 
Three years ago, one was going to be the slugging backbone of the batting order, and the other would use that amazing speed to become a better 
version of Torii Hunter, as soon as he figured it out at the plate. 
 
The backbone, Sano, is winding up another slow recovery from another injury to his left leg. There are plans to soon start a rehab assignment. 
 
If Sano returns as the same hitting mess that he was in April, there’s no sense in having him hurry back. 
 
On occasion, Sano will get a hanger or a fastball at the belt, and he will hit it a long distance. That happened five times in the 20 games Sano 
played before being waylaid by a hamstring pull. 
 
The rest of the time, Miguel mostly struck out, trying ferociously to pull pitches on the far side of the plate, or pursuing fastballs at the letters that 
he can’t get to. 
 
On Thursday night, a broadcast of the Red Sox game was on my car radio and J.D. Martinez homered to Fenway Park’s distant center field. Soon, 
the announcers were informing that Martinez had 13 home runs, and 10 of those had gone to center or right field. 
 
Martinez is a powerful man, listed at 6-foot-3, 220 pounds. More than that, he is a professional hitter — a righthander who knows he has the 
strength to drive an outside pitch for extra bases (including four) to the opposite field. 
 
Sano is 6-foot-4 and if he were to weigh in at 275 pounds, the Twins would celebrate his fine conditioning. Bottom line: There’s no way Martinez 
is stronger than Sano. But Martinez is immensely smarter as a hitter. 
 
Martinez was 25 when the Astros played him halftime in 2013. Houston released him late in spring training in 2014, he was quickly claimed by 
Detroit, and started an incredible ascent as a reliable power threat. 
 
Maybe it was the shock of being released that woke up Martinez as a hitter. Sano turned 25 last week and there’s no hint as to what shock it would 
take to have the same effect on him. 
 
All we’ve seen in this abbreviated start to his fourth season is the same futile flailing in the search for 450-foot home runs to left field on all 
pitches, rather than going with a pitch and driving it out to right or center. 
 
As for Buxton, the Twins’ modern baseball administration put that limitless brain power together and came up with one of the dumbest ideas of 
all-time: Buxton had a migraine that was going to cost him two games in Puerto Rico (April 17-18), so the Twins placed him on the 10-day 
disabled list, meaning he would miss another five games after the Puerto Rico series. 
 
The migraine was gone and there was nothing else to do, so Buxton went to Fort Myers to get some at-bats, fouled a ball off his left big toe, 
suffered a hairline fracture and wasn’t able to play again until May 10. 
 
Let’s see here: One, Buxton will miss two games (maybe three), so we’re going to DL him and send him on rehab to Fort Myers; and two, Buxton 
hasn’t played in three weeks, so we’re going to put him back in the lineup without a rehab assignment. 
 
Buxton’s back to taking hittable fastballs for strike one, jumping at other pitches, and he’s generally as futile as when he was sent to the minors 
last season. He struck out twice in RBI situations in the first four innings of Friday night’s game. 
 
Sano and Buxton. Somebody has to get ’em fixed. 
 
I’d say that otherwise mediocrity awaits, except this lineup isn’t at that level. 
 
 
 
Friday's Twins-Milwaukee game recap 
La Velle E Neal III | Star Tribune | May 19, 2018 
 
Miguel Sano is heading to Class AAA Rochester to begin a minor league rehab assignment. The slugger has reached the point where he can take 
the next step in his recovery from a strained left hamstring. 
After working out before Friday’s game, Twins manager Paul Molitor expressed optimism that Sano had finally gotten over the hump and is ready 
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to start swinging a bat. After the early session, Sano met with team trainers and the club nutritionist to plot a course for his return to games. 
 
“I thought he looked significantly better,” Molitor said. “Even as early as Wednesday. Better effort means less pain.” 
 
Sano has been working out on the side for a couple weeks, but unable to run hard because of the lingering soreness in the hamstring. The club 
brought Sano on the recent four-game road series to Anaheim, but saw someone who was tentative when trying to run hard. 
 
It has taken longer than expected for Sano to run harder. He has also spent time going through conditioning drills. 
 
On Friday, Sano belted batting practice pitches out to every part of Target Field. 
 
Since Aug. 19 of last season, Sano has played in just 23 of 81 games. The Twins surged to the wild-card round without him last season but have 
only played well in spurts this season. So his absence has been felt in some capacity. 
 
Big series for Twins 
 
Welcome to the Border Battle, as the Twins host a pretty scrappy Brewers team in a three game series at Target Field. 
 
The Brewers are holding their own in the NL Central, sitting in second place in with a 26-18 record. This will be a good test for the Twins as they 
try to get to .500. It's hard to consider a team a threat  when it has an 18-21 record  - even if the Twins are in second place in their division. 
 
Milwaukee has won five of its last seven games, winning a four-game series against Colorado then taking two of three from the Diamondbacks in 
the last week. The Brewers team ERA of 3.74 is a full run better than the Twins. And they have scored more runs than the Twins, 176-167. 
 
And offense has been a little bit of an issue for the Brew Crew. They view the 22 runs they have scored over the last four games as an 
encouraging sign. 
 
Ryan Braun has recently been placed on the DL with a back tightness. Ji-Man Choi has been called up to take his place on the roster. 
 
Twins righthander Kyle Gibson is 1-1 with a 5.03 ERA in three starts against the Brewers. But Milwaukee has not seen the improved version. 
Gibson is 2-2, 2.66 over his last four starts, during which he's pitched at least six innings in three of those four outings. Opponents are batted .165 
over his last four starts. 
 
Will check back later with updates. Miguel Sano is out on the field for early work. Brian Dozier, batting .125 over his last four games, is taking 
early batting practice. He's been missing pitches he usually crushes. 
 
Molitor said the Twins could face as many a seven lefthanded starters over the next 12 games, so he's going to pick and choose which lefties sit. 
Tonight, it's Logan Morrison. 
 
FYI, Milwaukee has three lefthanded relievers, including closer Josh Hader. So late-inning matchups will be interesting. 
 
 
Twins 
 
Joe Mauer, 1B 
Brian Dozier, 2B 
Eddie Rosario, LF 
Eduardo Escobar, 3B 
Max Kepler, RF 
Robbie Grossman, RF 
Byron Buxton, CF 
Ehrie Adrianza, SS 
Bobby Wilson, C 
 
Kyle Gibson, RHP 
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Friday's Twins-Milwaukee game recap 
La Velle E Neal III | Star Tribune | May 19, 2018 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Jesus Aguilar, Milwaukee 
 
The Brewers first baseman was 3-for-4 with two home runs and three RBI. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
.343 batting average for Max Kepler against lefthanders. 
 
49-62 record for the Brewers against the Twins in interleague play. 
 
 Milwaukee Brewers' Jesus Aguilar, right, rounds the bases on a solo home run as Minnesota Twins' second baseman Brian Dozier watches in the 
seventh in 
  
ON DECK 
 
Righthander Fernando Romero will start for the Twins on Saturday while righthander Freddy Peralta will start for Milwaukee. 
 
 
 
Joe Mauer aggravates neck injury, exits Friday's game vs. Brewers 
La Velle E Neal III | Star Tribune | May 19, 2018 
 
Twins first baseman Joe Mauer left Friday night’s game after the top of the fifth inning when a nagging neck injury flared up. 
 
Mauer had suffered a slight injury to the left side of his neck while chasing after then diving for a foul ball during last weekend’s series in 
Anaheim. He continued to play, while treating it, over the next several days. 
 
“It’s kinda more left but kind of the whole back/neck,” Mauer said. “Like I said, I’ve been getting treatment on it the last couple days. Today it 
just got worse so we thought it was the best move.” 
 
Mauer was replaced by Logan Morrison, who was the third batter up in the fifth inning. 
 
Mauer, batting .283 after going 0-for-2 on Friday, doesn’t expect to be out long. 
 
“Day to day,” he said. “I’d like to be in the lineup tomorrow to be honest. It might take a day or two. Nothing more than that. I just think I need to 
let it calm down.” 
 
Sano to Rochester 
 
Miguel Sano is heading to Class AAA Rochester to begin a minor league rehab assignment. The slugger has reached the point where he can take 
the next step in his recovery from a strained left hamstring. 
 
After working out before Friday’s game, Twins manager Paul Molitor expressed optimism that Sano had finally gotten over the hump and is ready 
to start swinging a bat. After the early session, Sano met with team trainers and the club nutritionist to plot a course for his return to games. 
 
“I thought he looked significantly better,” Molitor said. “Even as early as Wednesday. Better effort means less pain.” 
 
Sano has been working out on the side for a couple weeks, but unable to run hard because of the lingering soreness in the hamstring. The club 
brought Sano on the recent four-game road series to Anaheim, but saw someone who was tentative when trying to run hard. 
 
It has taken longer than expected for Sano to run harder. He has also spent time going through conditioning drills. 
 
On Friday, Sano belted batting practice pitches out to every part of Target Field. 
 
Since Aug. 19 of last season, Sano has played in just 23 of 81 games. The Twins surged to the wild-card round without him last season but have 
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only played well in spurts this season. So his absence has been felt in some capacity. 
 
May’s progress 
 
Righthander Trevor May, coming back from Tommy John surgery, gave up one run over four innings on Thursday for Class AAA Rochester in 
his first minor league rehabilitation start. He gave up three hits and walked two while striking out five. 
 
Looks like a solid first outing. But there’s more to it. 
 
With Brad Steil, the director of professional scouting, looking on, May threw all his pitches and the movement looked familiar. So the Twins were 
pleased from that aspect. But May has to work on maintaining his velocity. 
 
His fastball averaged 90.5 mph, with a high of 92.6 and low of 87.9. He threw 29 pitches over 90 and 11 under 90. 
 
“It was a good step,” Molitor said. “He got to his number — 60 pitches. And we’ll try to extend him to 75 next time out.” 
 
Etc. 
 
• The Twins wore their red uniform tops Friday. And, no, it wasn’t righthander Kyle Gibson’s idea. The Twins have decided to wear the uniform 
during Friday home games. The old-school looking ivory uniforms — let’s call them Killebrew classics — are worn on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. The starting pitcher can choose the uniform the other four days of the week. 
 
 
 
Joe Mauer could miss a couple days because of a sore neck 
La Velle E Neal III | Star Tribune | May 18, 2018 
 
Twins first baseman Joe Mauer, while chasing after then diving for a foul ball on May 11 during last weekend's series in Anaheim, suffered a 
slight injury to left side of his neck.  
 
It would have been a highlight reel worthy play, as he turned his back to the infield and raced down the right field line before going after the ball, 
but Mauer's dive left him a few feet short.  
 
"I think he got jarred pretty good," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. 
 
And now we know what the cost of diving for that ball was. Mauer continued to play with the sore neck, while treating it over the next several 
days. But had to leave Friday's game after the top of the fifth inning when his neck began to bother him some more. 
 
“It’s kinda more left (side) but kind of the whole back/neck," Mauer said. "Like I said, I’ve been getting treatment on it the last couple days. 
Today it just got worse so we thought it was the best move.” 
 
Mauer was replaced by Logan Morrison, who was the third batter up in the fifth inning. Mauer, batting .283 after going 0-for-2 on Friday, doesn't 
expect to be out long. 
 
“Day to day," he said. "I’d like to be in the lineup tomorrow to be honest. It might take a day or two. Nothing more than that. I just think I need to 
let it calm down.” 
 
Molitor was asked if Molitor was a candidate for the disabled list. 
 
 I’m not really thinking about that right now," he said. "We’ll see how he responds the next couple of days." 
 
Also, Miguel Sano is heading to Rochester tomorrow begin a minor league rehabilitation assignment. 
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Joe Mauer (whiplash) hopes to avoid DL after leaving 8-3 loss to Milwaukee Brewers 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 18, 2018 
 
Joe Mauer has been surprisingly durable for the past season and a quarter, but the Twins’ 8-3 loss Friday night to the Milwaukee Brewers was 
overshadowed by the removal of their star first baseman for a pinch hitter in the fifth inning. 
 
Whiplash in Mauer’s neck and upper back, which had been bothering him since he attempted a diving over-the-shoulder catch in Anaheim, Calif., 
over the weekend, isn’t expected to land him on the disabled list for the first time since a brief stay because of back spasms around the all-star 
break last season. 
 
The Twins’ leadoff hitter is day to day. 
 
“He tried to play through it the best that he could, and then it just seemed to kind of lock up on him,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “I think 
he got jarred pretty good (in Anaheim). It kind of caught up with him.” 
 
Mauer, 35, entered seventh in the American League with a .409 on-base percentage but has now played just one full game in the field since going 
the distance in a 12-inning win over the Angels on May 12. Mauer, who had reached safely in all but one start before going 0 for 2 Friday, has 
started 36 of the first 40 games and come off the bench in two others. 
 
“It might take a day or two, nothing more than that,” Mauer said. “I just think I need to let it calm down.” 
 
Mauer said he’d like to get back in the lineup Saturday, but it’s more likely the Twins will give their training staff a couple of days to alleviate the 
problem. Mauer said he could feel his neck start to stiffen up during Friday’s game and after consulting with trainers and coaches was told “it was 
best if I got out of there before it got any worse.” 
 
The decision to remove Mauer was made easier by one of Kyle Gibson’s rare clunkers this season. Tying a season high with five earned runs 
allowed, Gibson gave up a season-high eight hits and walked four, one off his season high. 
 
That pushed his earned-run average up by more than half a run, from 3.43 to 3.96, as the Twins fell to 1-3 since returning from a 7-3 road trip and 
have now dropped seven of their past 10 at home. 
 
Gibson threw first-pitch strikes to 18 of 26 batters, but he also allowed five batters to reach safely with two strikes, including the first of Jesus 
Aguilar’s two homers on the night. Ji-Man Choi, newly recalled from Triple-A with Ryan Braun on the DL, got things rolling with a 436-foot 
second-inning blast into the bullpen. 
 
Gibson entered with four quality starts (two straight) and just two homers allowed through his first eight outings. Those belonged to Chris Cron 
on April 21 at Tampa Bay and Kendrys Morales on May 1 against Toronto. 
 
“Unfortunately the home runs got to me,” Gibson said. “I’ve been doing a better job this year trying to avoid those and keep the ball in the park, 
and the story of the night is home runs and walks.” 
 
But for a few feet in Max Kepler’s favor, the Twins might have tied the game in the sixth off a tiring Brent Suter. With two on, Kepler whacked a 
2-1 fastball high off the wall in right but a few feet foul; two pitches later he settled for a sacrifice fly. 
 
In the second inning, Kepler bunted foul before doubling high off the same wall with a man aboard, but the Twins came up empty when the next 
three hitters failed to get the ball out of the infield. 
 
Suter, who came in with a 5.14 ERA, made a nice play on Robbie Grossman’s sharp grounder, leaving him 4 for 26 (.154) with runners in scoring 
position. Byron Buxton struck out after bunting foul on a suicide-squeeze attempt, and Ehire Adrianza fell to 1 for 17 in the clutch with a harmless 
pop to first. 
 
“It’s kind of been a thorn in our side, the ability to get runners in from third with less than two outs,” Molitor said. “We’ve missed a lot of 
opportunities.  You’re inches from a two-run homer and then you walk off with a zero. That’s a momentum changer, for sure.” 
 
Kepler finally connected in the eighth for a two-run homer off lefty Boone Logan. Half of Kepler’s six homers this year have come in just 40 plate 
appearances against lefties; he is hitting .343 against them after batting .152 last year. 
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Miguel Sano heading out on rehab assignment for Triple-A Rochester 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 18, 2018 
 
All-star third baseman Miguel Sano, out for the past three weeks with a strained left hamstring, is headed out on a rehab assignment after taking a 
clear step forward during Friday’s early session at Target Field. 
 
“I thought he looked significantly better,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “Better effort means less pain. I didn’t see him holding back too 
much. That’s encouraging.” 
 
Sano, who last played on April 27, again took batting practice and knocked several balls into the left-field bleachers and the bullpen in left-center. 
He also took grounders and ran the bases with more aggressiveness than he’s shown in prior tests. 
 
 
 
Twins officials decided on the next step for Sano, who who will join a Triple-A Rochester club that opens next week with four games at Lehigh 
Valley. 
 
Class A Fort Myers is home through Wednesday, but three of the last four games in this homestand carry midday starts, which would limit 
recovery time. The Twins are 10-9 since Sano last played. 
 
“We’re just going to try to see how long it takes for him to show us he’s ready to be an everyday player for us,” Molitor said. “He’s another threat 
to hit the ball over the fence. I think everyone is aware when his at-bats are coming around.” 
 
REHAB REPORTS 
 
Ervin Santana had no ill effects after throwing a 50-pitch simulated game on Thursday in Fort Myers. 
 
“All positive,” Molitor said. “Everyone tells me he’s getting excited about getting in a game.” 
 
 
Santana is scheduled to throw 60 pitches early next week in extended spring training, followed next weekend by his first start for the Class A Fort 
Myers Miracle, which would start his 30-day rehab clock. 
 
Eligible to come off the 60-day disabled list on May 28, Santana unofficially projects to make his big-league debut during a home series against 
the Chicago White Sox (June 5-7). 
 
Fellow righty Trevor May, meanwhile, threw 60 pitches in four innings on Thursday for Triple-A Rochester. May’s fastball range was 88-93 mph 
but he had some “trouble maintaining velocity,” Molitor said after discussing the outing with pro scouting director Brad Steil. 
 
May, who showed better shape on his offspeed stuff, will bump up to 75 pitches next time out for the Red Wings. 
 
BREAK FOR MORRISON 
 
Surging Logan Morrison was not in the starting lineup for just the second time in the Twins’ past 20 games as they opened a stretch of facing 
seven lefty starters in a span of 12 games. 
 
Since sitting out the final game of a four-game series at Yankee Stadium on April 26, Morrison had started every game but the May 7 interleague 
game in St. Louis. His opposite-field homer on Wednesday gave him five since April 20 and boosted his slash line to .280/.372/.524 with 13 runs 
batted in and 13 runs scored during that span. 
 
Those numbers almost exactly match those of Houston Astros shortstop Carlos Correa during the same period: five homers, 15 runs batted in, 14 
runs and a slash line of .267/.385/.512. 
 
“He’s been out there almost every working on his hitting, taking extra ground balls,” Molitor said. “One thing you don’t know about people, other 
than word of mouth, is their work ethic. I’ve been watching him hit balls into the left-field bleachers for a couple weeks now. He just finally got to 
see that translate.” 
 
PETIT’S DAY 
 
Friday marked the 10th anniversary of Gregorio Petit’s major league debut. It came in Atlanta while playing for the Oakland A’s, his original 
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organization. 
 
Starting at second base, Petit walked his first time up but singled in the fourth off former Braves right-hander Jo-Jo Reyes. 
 
The Twins don’t play the A’s until Aug. 23-26, but that could give Petit a chance for his first big-league showdown with right-hander Yusmeiro 
Petit. They faced each other in 2006-07 in Gregorio Petit’s first career at-bat in the Venezuelan Winter League. 
 
“One pitch,” the Twins’ Petit said. “Pop fly to first.” 
 
They subsequently faced each other in the minors along the way but never in the majors. The only two Petits in big-league history believe they 
could be distantly related as their name isn’t all that common in Venezuela. 
 
“We talked about it,” Petit said. “He’s a real nice guy.” 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Minor league infield and base-running coordinator Sam Perlozzo joined the Twins for the weekend series. Last month senior pitching adviser Bob 
McClure spent a weekend series with the Twins in Tampa Bay. 
 
Special assistant to baseball operations LaTroy Hawkins also was on hand on the 20th anniversary (plus one day) of David Wells’ perfect game 
against the Twins at Yankee Stadium. Hawkins started for the Twins and worked the first seven innings of that 4-0 loss. 
 
 
 
Twins follow suit to Dozier’s success at the plate 
Staff Writer | Fox Sports North | May 18, 2018 
 
Could it be so simple for the Minnesota Twins as they go as Brian Dozier goes? 
 
Well, probably not, but it’s also probably not a big coincidence that when Dozier was slumping the Twins were as well. And lately, Dozier is 
seemingly back to his old self and Minnesota is winning. 
 
Dozier got off to a good start, with a hit in 17 consecutive games. But then he slumped, batting just .075 over his next 10 — with the Twins going 
2-8 in those games. He hasn’t put together another long hit streak, but Dozier has been much better at the plate recently. 
 
Over his last 12 games, the veteran second baseman is hitting .280 (14-for-50, including three multi-hit games) with an .847 OPS, three home 
runs, six RBI and seven runs. Oh, and the Twins are 8-4 over that span. 
 
As we intimated earlier, Dozier certainly isn’t a one-man gang. 
 
In those same 12 games, Eddie Rosario has been on fire, with team highs of 19 hits, four doubles, four home runs, 10 RBI and 12 runs to go with 
a slash line of .388/.412/.714. 
 
In addition, Robbie Grossman has a .364/.440/.500 slash line while playing in nine of those games, Eduardo Escobar has smashed three home runs 
and Logan Morrison has turned around his early season troubles, posting a .256/.356/.487 slash line. 
 
Other notes: 
 
— Since 2016, Minnesota is 6-2 against Milwaukee, posting a 2.91 ERA and, offensively, a slash line of .314/.402/.544 with 14 home runs. The 
Brewers are batted just .254/.305/.388 in those contests. 
 
— Joe Mauer has a career batting average of .335 vs. the Brewers. Only Troy Tulowitzki (.406) has a higher mark among active players against 
Milwaukee. 
 
— In his last four starts, Kyle Gibson has a 2.66 ERA and .165 opponent batting average. He has struck out 30 in 23 2/3 innings in that span. 
 
— Rosario has nine multi-hit games in May, tied for the most in the American League and one behind Atlanta’s Nick Markakis for the most in the 
majors. Rosario is batting .393 in the month. 
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Preview: Twins vs. Brewers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 19, 2018 
 
Young pitchers Peralta, Romero battle for Brewers, Twins 
 
It will be hard for Freddy Peralta to top the performance he put forth in his last outing. 
 
The 21-year-old struck out 13 batters over 5 2/3 innings and earned the victory in his major league debut as the Milwaukee Brewers beat the 
Rockies in Colorado on Sunday. 
 
That effort, along with having two starters on the disabled list, left Milwaukee with no other choice than to leave Peralta in the rotation so he’ll be 
on the mound Saturday when the Brewers continue their interleague series with the Twins at Target Field. 
 
Peralta was 19 when the Brewers acquired him from Seattle in exchange for first baseman Adam Lind in December 2015. He rocketed through 
Milwaukee’s system and posted a 2.63 ERA last season in 25 appearances (19 starts) between Class-A Carolina and Double-A Biloxi. 
 
The Brewers added him to the 40-man roster over the winter then invited him to big league spring training for the first time. Peralta opened the 
season with Triple-A Colorado Springs and despite the notorious hitter-friendly atmosphere there, he went 5-1 with a 3.63 ERA in seven starts 
before getting the call up last weekend. 
 
“Our minor league staff deserves a tremendous amount of credit for helping him succeed, for helping him grow as a pitcher,” general manager 
David Stearns said. “Obviously, he deserves a lot of credit for taking advantage of his opportunities, and work as hard as he has.” 
 
He’ll take the mound behind an offense that’s been on a tear of late. Milwaukee scored eight runs on 15 hits in the series opener and is averaging a 
shade fewer than six runs per game on its current road trip. 
 
The Brewers added first baseman Ji-Man Choi to the roster Friday after placing Ryan Braun on the disabled list with back tightness. The move 
paid off as Choi homered in his first at-bat Friday in Milwaukee’s 8-3 victory. 
 
“He’s been swinging the bat well for quite a while now, and I think he fits really well with this series and this stretch of pitchers,” manager Craig 
Counsell said. “It looks like we’re facing a good string of right-handed pitching coming up, and obviously the DH helps in this series.” 
 
The Twins, who have lost five of their last eight games including two in a row, turn to their own young, right-handed phenom in Fernando 
Romero. 
 
The 23-year-old is 2-0 with a 0.54 ERA since getting called up to the big leagues May 2 and has struck out 20 batters in 16 2/3 innings. 
 
Saturday will mark Romero’s second consecutive start against a top pitching prospect. He battled Angels right-hander Shohei Ohtani in his last 
outing and allowed a run on four hits over five innings in the Twins’ 2-1 loss. 
 
It is the only run Romero has allowed this season. 
 
“I was just thinking, ‘Keep calm and control yourself’,” Romero said. “All you have to do is control it and let it happen.” 
 
The Twins may be without first baseman Joe Mauer on Saturday. He left Friday’s game in the fifth inning with tightness in his neck and is 
considered day-to-day. 
 
The 35-year-old Mauer is batting .283 this season with a home run, seven doubles and 11 RBIs in 38 games. 
 
 
 
Kepler homers in Twins’ 8-3 loss to Brewers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 19, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — With Ryan Braun and Eric Thames on the disabled list, the Milwaukee Brewers are missing plenty of power in the middle of 
their lineup. 
 
Jesus Aguilar is proving to be quite the fill-in slugger. 
 
Aguilar homered twice and Ji-Man Choi hit a solo home run in his return to the majors as Milwaukee beat the Minnesota Twins 8-3 on Friday 
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night. 
 
“It’s the power, for sure,” Brewers manager Craig Counsell said of Aguilar. “It’s just kind of hit ability. There’s adjustments made. The last 
homer’s on a pretty good slider down, two-strike slider down and he still puts a really good swing on it and puts the ball in play, and it ends up 
going out of the park he’s that strong. He’s doing a heck of a job.” 
 
Brent Suter (3-3) pitched a season-high 5 2/3 innings for Milwaukee, which has won six of its past eight games. The left-hander allowed one run 
on five hits and a walk with six strikeouts. 
 
 
 
Kyle Gibson (1-2) gave up five runs in 5 1/3 innings for Minnesota, which has lost four of five. Gibson surrendered eight hits and walked four 
batters. 
 
“Unfortunately, the home runs got to me tonight,” Gibson said. “Been doing a better job of avoiding those this year and keeping the ball in the 
park. Story of the night is home runs and walks. If I can keep them away from the free passes and make a couple of 3-2 pitches, just a little bit 
better 3-2 pitches in some of the situations.” 
 
Max Kepler had two hits, including a two-run home run, for the Twins. 
 
Aguilar has become the Brewers’ regular first baseman with Thames and Braun out. The burly 250-pound Aguilar hit 16 home runs in 133 games 
for Milwaukee last season and had his third career multi-homer game on Friday. 
 
He has five home runs in 91 at-bats this season. 
 
“If I’m playing, I just try to think about being aggressive in the strike zone, don’t chase, stay with your strengths, go to the middle, all that kind of 
stuff,” Aguilar said. “I don’t try to put some pressure. I just try to go out there, have fun, make hard contact and that’s it.” 
 
Choi is also getting his chance with Braun on the shelf due to a back injury. Braun was placed on the 10-day disabled list on Thursday and Choi 
was recalled from Triple-A Colorado Springs before Friday’s game. 
 
Choi took a Gibson pitch deep to the bullpens in left-center field in the second inning to open the scoring. 
 
Aguilar hit a towering two-run shot to the second deck in left field an inning later and then hit a solo homer off the foul pole in left in the seventh. 
 
MAUER LEAVES EARLY 
 
Minnesota first baseman Joe Mauer was pulled from the game in the fifth inning with neck tightness and is considered day to day. The injury 
occurred during the team’s series last weekend at the Los Angeles Angels. Mauer said he had “a little whiplash” after laying out to try and catch a 
foul ball. 
 
“Today I got out there and it started to stiffen up and getting a little worse, so talking to trainers and coaches, they thought it was best to get out of 
there before it got any worse,” Mauer said. 
 
Mauer said he’s likely to miss a day or two. Manager Paul Molitor said he doesn’t believe the injury will require time on the disabled list. 
 
SUTER’S SUCCESS 
 
Suter used his high 80s fastball to keep the Twins off-balance, using the pitch up in the zone and getting plenty of swings and misses. 
 
The outing was Suter’s most efficient start of the season, but he couldn’t get out of the sixth. Kepler’s sacrifice fly brought home Minnesota’s first 
run of the game and Jeremy Jeffress got Robbie Grossman to fly out to end the inning. 
 
“I didn’t have to go to too many changeups today because the fastball was really cutting,” Suter said. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Brewers: RHP Zach Davies (right rotator cuff inflammation) will make a rehab start on Saturday at Single-A Wisconsin. . RHP Jimmy Nelson 
(right shoulder surgery) had a checkup with doctors, who ensured his shoulder is healing properly. Nelson will take 10 days off from throwing 
before restarting his rehab. 
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Twins: 3B Miguel Sano (left hamstring strain) had a good workout before the game and Molitor said a rehab assignment for Sano could be 
Saturday … RHP Ervin Santana (finger surgery) is set to make a rehab start in extended spring training on Monday and could make a minor 
league rehab start five days later. … RHP Trevor May (Tommy John surgery) made his first rehab start with Triple-A Rochester on Thursday and 
pitched four innings, allowing one run on four hits, two walks and notching five strikeouts. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Two rookie right-handers meet up in the second game of the series on Saturday evening as Freddy Peralta (1-0, 0.00 ERA) tries to follow up his 
13-strikeout debut for Milwaukee. Peralta allowed no hits into the sixth inning to beat Colorado. Minnesota’s Fernando Romero (2-0, 0.54) has 
allowed one run in 16 2/3 innings in his first three career starts. 
 
 
 
Thanks to Red Sox, Nats and Rangers, MLB trade market for catchers could be heating up 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 19, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Typically we’d have to wait another 2 months into the MLB season before any trade speculation piqued our interest. A knee 
injury, and a change-of-plans surgery for Twins starting catcher Jason Castro has changed the timeline of our interest. 
 
With the Twins surveying the landscape to see if they can upgrade their catching situation, several bits of news figure to impact that search. Let’s 
look over a few: 
 
a) Blake Swihart’s agent apparently has asked the Red Sox to trade his client, according to Evan Drellich of NBC Sports. 
 
Here’s an excerpt from the piece: 
 
“Yes. We’ve had conversations with the team, and they’re aware of how we feel,” Scoffield [Swihart’s agent] told NBC Sports Boston on 
Tuesday night. “Blake’s in a really difficult position. We’ve got a switch-hitter, offensive impact player, and his bat deserves a chance to be in the 
lineup. 
 
… 
 
“With Dustin Pedroia returning, it seems now would be the time to make a move with Blake,” Scoffield  said. 
 
It should be noted that Boston is under no obligation to trade Swihart. If they get fair value, I’m sure that they’d consider it, but it’s not every day 
that trade requests are granted immediately at an agent’s request. 
 
Swihart was once a top prospect as a catcher, and he’s played around in the Red Sox organization. He’s a 26-year-old switch hitter that has played 
first base, outfield and catcher in his career. He hasn’t played much in his parts of 4 seasons in Boston. In 125 games, he’s batted .260/.321/.366, 
which is all right for a catcher. 
 
b) Matt Wieters reportedly had hamstring surgery this week, which calls into question the catcher’s ability to return to the Nationals’ lineup. That 
could be a lengthy recovery, which in turn could mean Washington will be scanning the trade block for a catcher. 
 
If the supply stays constant and the demand increases, the price shoots up. 
 
So that Wieters injury could be bad news for the Nats — and for the Twins. 
 
c) Ken Rosenthal of the Athletic reported recently that the Rangers are ready to consider selling off veterans. 
 
That would ostensibly include catcher Robinson Chirinos, who is playing on an affordable contract and also has an inexpensive team option for 
next year. That could be a good fit for the Twins, since they’d get to decide after the season if they need the Castro Insurance Policy, or if they’re 
content to go back to their previous catching situation. 
 
There are some more compelling names on that club (including future Hall of Famer Adrian Beltre), but the man of interest for the moment would 
be Chirinos. 
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d) For what it’s worth, multiple teams called the Twins in the wake of Castro’s meniscus repair, according to Assistant General Manager Rob 
Antony. That’s likely standard operating procedure. But it’s worth noting that there are at least a few clubs out there that don’t feel like they need 
to sit around. 
 
 
 
Joe Mauer listed as day-to-day after leaving game because of neck tightness 
Judd Zulgad | ESPN 1500 | May 19, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Joe Mauer has been bothered by tightness in his neck since he dived for foul ball while playing first base last weekend in 
Anaheim. On Friday night, the Twins first baseman was bothered enough by the pain that it drove him from Minnesota’s 8-3 loss to Milwaukee at 
Target Field. 
 
Mauer was replaced by pinch-hitter Logan Morrison in the fifth inning after grounding to second and first in his first two at-bats in the leadoff 
spot. The Twins announced that Mauer is day-to-day and Mauer said he’s hoping he only misses a day or two. 
 
“It all happened (on the) foul ball in Anaheim,” Mauer said. “I landed pretty hard, had a little whiplash. I’ve just been coming in and getting 
treatment on it and trying to get out there every day. Today, I got out there and it started to stiffen up and get a little worse. Talking to the trainers 
and coaches, they thought it was best to get out of there before it got any worse. … I just think I have to let it calm down.” 
 
Manager Paul Molitor, asked if Mauer could land on the disabled list, said he’s not even thinking in those terms right now. “We’ll see how it 
responds in the next couple of days,” Molitor said.  
 
Mauer is hitting .283/.355/.404 with a home run and 11 runs batted in in 38 games this season. 
 
 
 
Twins have fielded calls from other clubs willing to trade catchers 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 19, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins lost starting catcher Jason Castro for the season, after a planned surgery turned out to be more extensive than originally 
expected. 
 
The Twins were hoping that they’d get back their starting catcher after 4-6 weeks of using Mitch Garver and Bobby Wilson. After a full team day 
off Thursday, manager Paul Molitor went with Wilson in Friday’s starting lineup to catch Kyle Gibson. 
 
 
 
The plans had to change when Castro went under the knife, though, and surgeons found more damage and decided that the best thing for Castro’s 
career as a catcher was to do a full repair of the meniscus in his knee. That will put him on the shelf for 5-7 months, which means that he’s done 
for the year. 
 
What does that mean for the Twins and their catching situation? 
 
“It’s safe to say we’re probably going to have to acquire somebody, whether it’s for insurance or to be on the big league squad as a 1 or a 2,” said 
assistant GM Rob Antony on the latest episode of the Scoop podcast with Darren Wolfson. 
 
“I would say it’s safe to say we’re going to make every attempt [to add a catcher]. I don’t think we’re going to sell the farm to acquire a catcher 
that’s not going to be an impact guy. … We will look to see if we can improve our situation and our depth, definitely,” Antony said. 
 
 
 
It remains to be seen whether the Twins will try to swing a trade for a starter, or if they’ll be content to use Garver/Wilson and get a backup 
catcher or Triple-A caliber player in case of further injury. 
 
Antony said that multiple teams already have called the Twins — or maybe they texted — to express interest in trading a catcher to Minnesota. 
 
“We have had conversations and some clubs have reached out. Obviously, after an injury, some clubs reach out if they feel they have something 
they would be willing to move,” Antony told Wolfson. “But we have not progressed to the point where we’re deep in talks with anybody right 
now.” 
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Hamstring healing, Miguel Sano will begin rehab stint for Twins 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 18, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Twins’ third baseman Miguel Sano is ready for a rehab assignment, as he hit, ran the bases and took ground balls on the field 
before Friday’s game. 
 
Manager Paul Molitor was there for everything but the infield work, and he said that a rehab assignment is “imminent” for Sano. Indications are 
that Sano will report to Triple-A Rochester on Saturday to begin his rehab assignment. 
 
“I thought he looked significantly better … Better effort, which means less pain. I think we’re going to have to have a conversation [Friday] about 
if we feel he’s ready to go start a rehab [assignment]. If not, I think it’s imminent, and I think that’s encouraging,” Molitor said. 
 
“The running, I didn’t see him holding back too much, which was good to see.” 
 
Sano has been on the 10-day disabled list since May 1 (retroactive to April 28), when he strained his left hamstring. At the time of the injury there 
was some hope that he wouldn’t need even a DL stint before he could rejoin the everyday lineup. 
 
That was 3 weeks ago, and Sano has needed a great deal of time to get back close to 100% healthy. Sano went through some extensive base 
running exercises pregame Friday, and the first and only noticeable sign of holding back came when Sano was asked to sprint from home to third 
base toward the end of the day’s drills. Otherwise, he handled everything cleanly. 
 
The stand-up triple is not a significant part of Sano’s game, so from a running (and hitting) perspective, the big third baseman ought to be ready to 
head to the minor leagues on rehab. 
 
 
 
Miguel Sanó’s progress, Joe Mauer’s neck injury, and another ugly Twins loss 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | May 19, 2018 
 
As if they hadn’t already missed him enough, the Twins are about to feel Miguel Sanó’s absence much more. 
 
On Friday night, the Twins faced Milwaukee left-handed starting pitcher Brent Suter, the first of seven southpaws they expect to see in the next 
12 games. Playing without Sanó for the 19th time since he went on the disabled list with a hamstring strain, the punch-less Twins were routed by 
the Brewers 8-3 in front of 29,349 at Target Field. 
 
But the Twins did get positive news on the Sanó front on the same day they dropped to 3-5 against lefty pitchers this season as the third baseman 
had a strong workout prior to the game. The effort was strong enough that the Twins have decided to send Sanó — who last played on April 27 — 
on a rehab assignment at Triple-A Rochester. 
 
“He looked significantly better,” manager Paul Molitor said. “Better effort means less pain. We’re going to have to have a conversation (Friday) 
about whether he’s ready to start a rehab. If not, it’s imminent and that’s encouraging … I didn’t see him holding back too much, which was good 
to see.” 
 
The numbers for the Twins with and without Sanó this season are inconclusive. 
 
After Friday’s loss, the Twins dropped to 11-9 without him (including an April 11 win over Houston in the only other game he missed) and were 
7-13 with Sanó in the lineup. They’ve also scored more without him (4.4 runs per game) than with him (3.95) and have hit .252/.316/.417 as a 
team since he left the lineup on April 27 while hitting .238/.315/.397 before that. 
 
But the segment without their slugger has all occurred in much warmer weather and the Twins have still hit some because of the performances of 
Eddie Rosario, Eduardo Escobar, Max Kepler and Logan Morrison, who has picked it up in May. 
 
It’s similar to 2017 when the Twins excelled even with Sanó sidelined late in the season. They went 21-17 without him during his absence from 
mid-August to late September and scored 6.2 runs per game during the stretch. 
 
Sanó, who has produced 5.6 career f-Wins Above Replacement, is hitting .213/.289/.450 with five home runs and 14 RBIs in 90 plate appearances 
this season and has seen an increase in his strikeout rate. But there’s little question about what kind of impact Sanó has on the team. 
 
“Whether people struggle or not, somebody’s presence in the lineup can alter a lot of different things, pitching changes, how the guy before them 
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is pitched, if he’s struggling or locked in,” second baseman Brian Dozier said. “Having him in the lineup always bodes well even though 
(Escobar) and a lot of other people stepped up last year. But having his bat in the lineup can easily, with people on base, three-run homer just like 
that.” 
 
Perhaps no area displays how much the Twins miss Sanó more than home runs. They’re 12th in the American League with 45 round-trippers after 
Max Kepler’s two-run shot Friday night, which puts them on pace for 182. Last season, the Twins belted 206 homers — fourth best in the AL — 
with Sanó hitting 28 even though he was limited to 114 games. 
 
He also is the team’s truest right-handed power-hitting threat, something Molitor alluded to before Friday’s game. Even without Sanó in the 
lineup for nearly half of the current season, the Twins have seen a slight uptick in their performance against left-handers, thanks in part to the 
improvement of Kepler. The team carried a .747 OPS against lefties into Friday, up a tick from .744 last season. The Twins feel confident that 
performance would only improve with Sanó. 
 
“Every team has to go through losing big bats along the way,” Molitor said. “We did it last year for the last six weeks of the season, at least. It 
makes a difference. It balances us out, left-right a little bit better. Another threat to hit the ball over the fence. I think everyone is aware when his 
at-bats are coming around.” 
 
From all accounts, it sounds as if Sanó’s health is finally coming around. Molitor said he saw significant improvement even from Wednesday 
when they last worked out the third baseman, who had been diagnosed with a Grade 1 strain after hurting himself in an April 27 contest against 
the Cincinnati Reds. 
 
The Twins established no timetable for Sanó’s return as late as last weekend even though he returned to the team unexpectedly during its four-
game series in Southern California. 
 
The Twins are still trying to determine what they’ll need to see from Sanó before he returns. Following his workout Friday, Sanó held a lengthy 
meeting in the clubhouse with the training staff. His absence is one of many hardships faced by the Twins this season. But the club is excited for 
Sanó’s return. 
 
“We’ve certainly gone through some unique challenges early on,” Dozier said. “But, good. So be it. Once we get everybody healthy and clicking, 
like we should, we’re going to be just fine.” 
 
Mauer exits with neck injury 
Joe Mauer exited Friday’s game with a stiff neck, the result of a diving attempt at a foul ball last weekend in Anaheim. Mauer is listed as day-to-
day but sounds iffy to play in Saturday’s game against the Milwaukee Brewers and could potentially miss Sunday, too. The veteran said he had 
been managing the soreness since he originally sustained the injury on a pop-up down the right-field line. He didn’t start Sunday’s game and 
entered as a pinch-hitter late and was used as the team’s designated hitter on Monday and Wednesday, too. But the stiffness became bothersome 
enough in the middle innings Friday for Mauer to exit. 
 
“I landed pretty hard and had some whiplash,” Mauer said. “Just been coming in and getting treatment and trying to get out there every day, but 
(Friday) I got out there and it started to stiffen up and get a little worse. I talked to the trainers and coaches and they thought it was best if I got out 
of there before it got any worse.” 
 
“I’d like to be in the lineup (Saturday), to be honest. It might take a day or two. Nothing more than that. I just think I need to let it calm down.” 
 
May, Santana continue to make progress 
Ervin Santana is expected to pitch in an extended spring training game on Monday after another successful round of live batting practice on 
Friday. Santana, who is on the 60-day disabled list, got up and down three times on Friday and threw a total of 50 pitches. If all goes well on 
Monday, Santana would potentially pitch for Single-A Fort Myers next Saturday, Molitor said. Santana could throw as many as 60 pitches in his 
first start. 
 
“Everyone tells me he’s getting excited,” Molitor said. 
 
The Twins are also pleased with the progress made by Trevor May, who struck out five batters in four innings at Triple-A Rochester on Thursday. 
May allowed three hits and walked two. Five days earlier, May — who is coming off reconstructive elbow surgery — struck out five in three 
scoreless innings, allowing a hit and walking three at Single-A Fort Myers. 
 
Molitor said May’s fastball velocity ranged from 88-93 mph, though he tailed off toward the end of the 60-pitch effort. Overall, Molitor is 
encouraged. 
 
It’s more hearing that the shape of the pitches are what they should look like,” Molitor said. “Really, the only small negative was he had trouble 
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sustaining velocity, which I don’t think anybody was surprised by given how things were going down in Florida before he went up there. But it 
was a good step.” 
 
Offensive struggles continue 
The Twins had a prime opportunity to get back into a contest they trailed by a run in the second inning on Friday but came up empty and deflated. 
Kepler, who later homered and drove in three runs, doubled high off the right-field wall to put runners on second and third with no outs. But once 
again, the Twins failed to get the runner in from third with less than two outs and stranded both. 
 
Robbie Grossman hit a comebacker ahead of a Byron Buxton strikeout. Ehire Adrianza then popped out to first base. The Twins entered Friday 
hitting .281/.282/.421 with a runner on third and less than two outs, their .703 OPS ranking as 12th among 15 AL teams. 
 
“It’s kind of been a thorn in our side, the ability to get runners in from third with less than two outs,” Molitor said. “I’m not sure what the numbers 
are, but it seems that we’ve missed a lot of opportunities. … You’re inches from a two-run homer and then you walk off with a zero. That’s a 
momentum changer, for sure.” 
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