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http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180608/great-pitching-defense-sends-cubs-to-3-1-win-over-
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• Daily Herald, Cubs front office pleased with pitcher Smyly's progression 
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maddons-experiment-paid-dividends  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, This is the opportunity Mike Montgomery wanted: 'What he's showing right 

now is how good he actually is' 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/opportunity-mike-montgomery-wanted-what-hes-
showing-right-now-how-good-he-actually  

 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180608/great-pitching-defense-sends-cubs-to-3-1-win-over-pirates
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180608/great-pitching-defense-sends-cubs-to-3-1-win-over-pirates
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180608/cubs-front-office-pleased-with-pitcher-smylys-progression
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180608/cubs-front-office-pleased-with-pitcher-smylys-progression
https://theathletic.com/386077/2018/06/08/cubs-gm-jed-hoyer-on-the-darvish-chatwood-dilemma-and-an-x-factor-for-the-trade-deadline/
https://theathletic.com/386077/2018/06/08/cubs-gm-jed-hoyer-on-the-darvish-chatwood-dilemma-and-an-x-factor-for-the-trade-deadline/
https://theathletic.com/386080/2018/06/08/kris-bryant-wants-to-get-a-little-more-pop-in-his-swing-as-he-tries-to-end-his-mini-slump/
https://theathletic.com/386080/2018/06/08/kris-bryant-wants-to-get-a-little-more-pop-in-his-swing-as-he-tries-to-end-his-mini-slump/
https://theathletic.com/385094/2018/06/08/what-can-the-cubs-do-to-be-a-great-hitting-team-again-take-advantage-of-opportunities/
https://theathletic.com/385094/2018/06/08/what-can-the-cubs-do-to-be-a-great-hitting-team-again-take-advantage-of-opportunities/
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/mike-montgomery-ian-happ-lead-cubs-in-win/c-280352972
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/kris-bryant-batting-leadoff-for-first-time/c-280370548
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/drew-smyly-throws-2nd-bp-session-for-cubs/c-280354472
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/kris-bryant-not-yet-greatest-leadoff-hitter-all-time-joe-maddons-experiment-paid-dividends
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/kris-bryant-not-yet-greatest-leadoff-hitter-all-time-joe-maddons-experiment-paid-dividends
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/opportunity-mike-montgomery-wanted-what-hes-showing-right-now-how-good-he-actually
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/opportunity-mike-montgomery-wanted-what-hes-showing-right-now-how-good-he-actually


 
• Chicago Tribune, Joe Maddon wanted Kris Bryant to 'set the tone' and that he did 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-kris-bryant-bats-leadoff-cubs-
20180608-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Ian Happ's diving catches, Kris Bryant's leadoff debut lift Cubs to 3-1 victory 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-pirates-lineup-20180608-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Kris Bryant, leadoff man? Whatever it takes to end the Cubs star’s ‘frustration’ 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-kris-bryant-leadoff-pirates/  
 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Mike Montgomery delivers again — with a whole lot of help from Ian 

Happ 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-mike-montgomery-delivers-again-with-a-whole-lot-of-
help-from-ian-happ/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Less than 2 years after death of dad, diehard Cubs fan gets call of a lifetime 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/less-than-2-years-after-death-of-dad-diehard-cubs-fan-gets-
call-of-a-lifetime/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, With Bryan Colangelo as guide, what are Chicago coaches, GMs really 
thinking? 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/chicago-cubs-joe-maddon-chicago-bears-matt-nagy-
philadelphia-76ers-bryan-colangelo-kyle-schwarber/  

 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Great pitching, defense sends Cubs to 3-1 win over Pirates  
By Bruce Miles 
 
There was plenty of joy in Cubville Friday, and it may have been fueled by something manager Joe 
Maddon said before the Cubs went out and beat the Pittsburgh Pirates 3-1. 
 
Maddon moved another of his stars, third baseman Kris Bryant, into the leadoff spot for the first time in 
Bryant's major-league career. 
 
Bryant singled on the first pitch he saw, 1 of 3 singles for the game. The bigger factors were the 6 strong 
innings turned in by starting pitcher Mike Montgomery and three spectacular catches by left fielder Ian 
Happ, the last of which ended the game and sent the Wrigley Field crowd home very happy and joyful. 
 
But Maddon stripped baseball down it its basics before the game and may have set the tone when he 
talked about Bryant. 
 
"The big point I really want you to focus on: just getting on base," Maddon said. "I don't care -- walk, 
base hit up the middle, blooper to right field. Take all that other stuff off your plate and go play. Go play 
with the joy of playing. I'll take what happens." 
 
What happened was the Cubs won their 10th game in their last 12 outings and improved to a season-
high 12 games over .500 at 36-24. 
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Maddon also talked before the game about the need for quality starts, something the Cubs have not 
been getting enough of lately. 
 
After Friday, Montgomery has 2 of the Cubs' last 3 quality starts. He gave up back-to-back singles in each 
of the first two innings but settled down to pitch six, giving up 7 hits and a first-inning run. 
 
In 3 starts this year, Montgomery is 2-0 with a 1.02 ERA as he subs for the injured Yu Darvish and makes 
his claim to stay in the rotation. 
 
"I'm definitely ready for the challenge of whatever the role is," he said. "It's something I've prepared in 
my mind always to be a starter, but yeah, it's fun going out there and getting a chance to start. Great 
crowd. Didn't have my best stuff today, but our defense picked me up big time. Happ's diving catches 
were huge for us. 
 
"We scored a couple runs early. I gave up that run early. We scored, took the lead and that was kind of 
able to settle me down a little bit more. It was big time." 
 
The Cubs scored twice in the first and once in the second, and that was it. 
 
Speaking of "big time," Happ was just that in left field. He came in to make a diving catch of Corey 
Dickerson's flyball to end the third and leave two Pirates stranded. He made two more plays, none more 
important than on Josh Harrison's ball toward the left field corner with two outs and a man on in the 
ninth. This time, the dive went away from the plate as Happ snagged the ball to preserve the victory and 
the save for Pedro Strop, who was closing in place of Brandon Morrow, as Maddon gave his main guy a 
break. 
 
"I got a good bead on it, good jump early and I was able to track it down for Stropy," Happ said. "Really 
great performance by him to come in (during the eighth inning) and get that four-out save." 
 
Happ, a second-year man, tends to flash a bit of pride when he's told he can't do something, such as 
play defense. 
 
"Yeah," he said with a chuckle. "That's kind of been, or was, the story of my young career in college. Kind 
of fueled by it, a lot of times being told I couldn't play a bunch of defensive spots and being labeled as a 
hitter only, and a minus defender." 
 
And as for the joy of leading off, Bryant said it was all good. 
 
"Anytime we move around the field, like I talk about with playing the outfied, too, shake things up a 
little bit," he said. "I was pretty nervous for the first at-bat. Thankfully it worked out. I did it (leading off) 
in college. It wasn't comeltely new, but it's a completely different level, much better pitching. Who 
knows? I might be in there tomorrow, too." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs front office pleased with pitcher Smyly's progression  
By Bruce Miles 
 
Many Cubs fans may have forgotten that Drew Smyly is part of the team. 



 
 
Smyly, who turns 29 next week, is a left-handed pitcher the Cubs signed over the winter as he was in the 
middle stages of recovery from Tommy John surgery. 
 
He is on the 60-day disabled list but is now making significant progress and could factor into the pitching 
staff later this season. 
 
Smyly threw live batting practice Friday morning at Wrigley Field. Watching were the Cubs front office 
and manager Joe Maddon. 
 
Everybody seemed happy. 
 
"He put a smiley on our face," Maddon said. "He was very good. I was really impressed with the delivery, 
the looseness of the arm, the command of his pitches, the carry on his pitches. Everything was like right 
on. There was nothing to lament. That was a great first time back for us to watch. It's great to build off 
of. I'm certain he feels great right now. He was good, very good." 
 
This was Smyly's second session of live batting practice but the first at Wrigley Field and in front of all 
the decision-makers. 
 
"It's fun to show them that I can actually play baseball," he said. "Keep building up. Keep facing some 
competition. Right now it's exciting because it's been a long road of not much competition, not much 
throwing. I've built up my bullpens and I"m now facing hitters. I feel like I can see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. It's exciting for me to have a hitter in the box and get my adrenaline rushing a little bit more. 
 
I've had a big dose of back fields. The stands and the backdrop added to adrenaline." 
 
Smyly has a lifetime record of 31-27 with a 3.74 ERA in 156 games (85 starts) over parts of five seasons 
with Detroit, Tampa Bay and Seattle. The Cubs signed him to a two-year deal, looking at the long term. 
 
For the short term, Smyly said he'd likely throw more live batting practice here before heading to 
Arizona for simulated games. It's possible he could go out on a minor-league rehab stint in early July and 
spend most of the month doing that. 
 
Who's the greatest? 
Kris Bryant went 3-for-4 (3 singles) with a run scored in his first big-league game as a leadoff man during 
the Cubs' 3-1 win over the Pirates. First baseman Anthony Rizzo has laid claim to being the greatest 
leadoff hitter of all time for his exploits during stints at the top spot. Has that changed? 
 
"Riz did a really good job," Bryant said. "We'll see if he (Joe Maddon) gives me a couple more games. 
Anthony has that title for a little while." 
 
Bryant said he wasn't pleased with his recent performance, but he has a line of .301/.406/.514 with 8 
homers. He extended a hitting streak to eight games, during which he is 13-for-31 (.419). 
 
Russell returns: 
Shortstop Addison Russell saw his first game action since Sunday when he came on as part of a double 
switch in the eighth inning. Russell has been nursing a sprained middle finger on his left hand. 
 
-- 
 



 
The Athletic 
Cubs GM Jed Hoyer on the Darvish/Chatwood dilemma and an X-factor for the trade deadline  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
As light rain fell on an empty Wrigley Field, a cross-section of Cubs officials assembled on a gray Friday 
morning to watch the pitcher who might become their biggest trade-deadline addition. 
 
On his long road back from Tommy John surgery, Drew Smyly stood on a big-league mound and threw 
25 pitches to mental skills coordinator John Baker, facing Addison Russell, Chris Gimenez and Tommy La 
Stella in live batting practice. Smyly – who underwent the procedure on his left elbow almost 12 full 
months ago – drew the kind of crowd that shows what the Cubs think of him. 
 
A screen directly behind home plate helped shield pitching coach Jim Hickey, run prevention coordinator 
Tommy Hottovy, athletic trainer PJ Mainville, bench coach Brandon Hyde, hitting coach Chili Davis, 
closer Brandon Morrow and mental skills program coordinator Darnell McDonald. Manager Joe 
Maddon, president of baseball operations Theo Epstein, special assistant Ryan Dempster and general 
manager Jed Hoyer stood amid the 1914 Club seats that look out at the iconic scoreboard. 
 
Smyly – once a piece of the three-team trade-deadline deal that sent David Price from the Tampa Bay 
Rays to the Detroit Tigers in 2014 – feels like he can see the light at the end of the tunnel, hoping to be 
on a minor-league rehab assignment by late June/early July and back in the majors in August. He signed 
a two-year $10 million deal in December, on the same day the Cubs finalized Morrow’s two-year 
contract. 
 
“These things are really fluid,” Hoyer said. “That was just fun to watch. He looked really free and easy 
and he had a smile on his face out there. He’s worked so hard. When a guy gets a chance to go out there 
and actually face hitters, every milestone along the way is a really big deal. 
 
“We’re excited we have him. He is going to be in the back of our mind as we think through the rest of 
our season and how we approach both deadlines in July and August.” 
 
This is a reminder of the massive investment the Cubs made in their pitching infrastructure this 
offseason – spending $215 million on Yu Darvish, Tyler Chatwood and bullpen upgrades – and how the 
biggest improvements may come from within. 
 
So far, Darvish has one win and a 4.95 ERA in the first season of a six-year, $126 million contract, 
spending nearly one month (and counting) on the disabled list, first with the flu and then right triceps 
tendonitis. Darvish played catch on Friday in the outfield and a next step would be throwing from the 
mound. A minor-league rehab assignment will be needed before the Cubs can seriously consider Darvish 
rejoining the rotation. 
 
“Look, this hasn’t been an ideal start by any stretch of the imagination,” Hoyer said. “But at the same 
time, I do feel like given his track record and his talent and his desire to get back to that point, I think it’s 
going to happen. It’s just a matter of getting through this time now. I feel the same way about him as I 
feel about Chatwood, as far as his struggles. 
 
“We’ve talked about this. Free agency is complicated and I think that guys put undue pressure on 
themselves. Some guys take off right away and they just never look back. And some guys struggle 
initially and you never know which way it’s going to go.” 
 



 
That explains some of the uneasiness around a team that is 36-24 and on pace for 97-98 wins. With 
Mike Montgomery again dominating the Pittsburgh Pirates during Friday afternoon’s 3-1 victory, there 
should be even more pressure on Chatwood to perform. The Cubs have now won all three games 
started by Montgomery this season and the lefty swingman hasn’t been quiet about his desire to be in 
the rotation. 
 
That kind of confidence doesn’t go unnoticed inside the clubhouse. As Kris Bryant said, “I love it when 
guys say they want something and then they go and prove that they can do it.” 
 
With Chatwood constantly walking a tightrope (56 walks in 58 1/3 innings) that stresses the bullpen, 
eventually the Cubs are going to have to make a decision that will leave someone unhappy. 
 
“I haven’t looked that far ahead,” Hoyer said. “With Tyler, he’s always had fantastic stuff. He’s really 
hard to hit and he’s always walked some guys. We’ve gotten beyond ‘some’ and it’s obviously really 
hard to sustain it at this rate. I’m really confident that he’s going to right the ship. He’s always going to 
walk some guys, but it’s being able to get deeper in games and have more comfortable starts for him 
and for us.” 
 
Chatwood has gotten just two total outs after the fifth inning in his last seven starts. Montgomery is 2-0 
with a 1.02 ERA in three starts this season. Overall, Chatwood has a 3.86 ERA, a 1.783 WHIP and more 
than two-and-a-half years left on a $38 million contract. 
 
“We have two options: Let him keep working on it or not,” Maddon said. “We’re going to let him keep 
working on it.” 
 
After walking seven batters and failing to finish the fifth inning in Thursday’s 4-3 win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies, Chatwood sat down in the Wrigley Field interview room and talked about “a lot of 
positives to build off” and called it “a step in the right direction, even though it didn’t look like it.” 
 
If Maddon is concerned about Chatwood, he is not showing it or admitting it. 
 
“I’m looking forward to when he nails it down,” Maddon said. “He’s got cartoonish stuff and you see the 
reaction of the hitter when he’s got it going on. The curveball’s outstanding. The changeup’s 
outstanding. The fastball command – we’ve talked about that a zillion times – it’s in there. It’s going to 
show up. Love his competitive nature. Love the stuff. Agreed, it’s not been there yet, but I do believe it 
shall show up.” 
 
The Cubs projected Chatwood’s upside away from Coors Field, but they realistically signed him to be a 
fifth starter. There’s no way around this: the Cubs expected Darvish to anchor their next World Series 
team. 
 
Coming off three straight trips to the National League Championship Series, the Cubs should get the 
benefit of the doubt, from their free-agent targets to their proven ability to rebuild the bullpen on the 
fly to the creativity it will take to make a big trade-deadline deal without another Gleyber Torres or Eloy 
Jiménez in the farm system. 
 
This is the front office that tries to think of everything. Just look at Smyly, who is bullpen insurance for 
the second half and an option for the 2019 rotation. The draft just ended this week, so it’s too early to 
tell what the Cubs will need on July 31 or expect any intense trade discussions yet. 
 



 
The Cubs still haven’t fired on all cylinders yet, even as they’ve won 10 of their last 12 games, which 
might be a scary thought for the rest of the NL Central. 
 
“We haven’t had a chance to get on that sustained turn-after-turn consistency,” Hoyer said. “We’ve had 
individual turns through where we’ve been really good, but we haven’t been able to keep cycling 
through that. We’ve played really well. We’ve overcome some four- and five-inning outings. But to really 
get to a place where you have that feeling that you’re cranking out good series after good series, it 
always does start with your starting pitching. Hopefully, we’ll get to that point at some point here soon.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Kris Bryant wants to get a little more pop in his swing as he tries to end his mini-slump  
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Anyone familiar with Joe Maddon’s approach to lineup construction shouldn’t have been too surprised 
to see Kris Bryant’s name at the top Friday afternoon. Bryant himself wasn’t at all taken aback when he 
received a text from Maddon early Friday morning letting him know about the lineup switch. 
 
“I figured it’d happen at some point this year,” Bryant said after his team’s 3-1 win over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. “I wasn’t completely surprised. He likes to change things up. I haven’t been playing the way I 
wanted to lately. I was talking to him earlier, he usually does that when guys don’t feel 100 percent. He 
uses that as a spark plug, and hopefully that works for me.” 
 
Despite what he said was a bit of nerves prior to his first at-bat – “my heart was beating a little faster 
than usual” – Bryant ripped the first pitch he saw for a single into left en route to a 3-for-4 day. 
 
The power-hitting Bryant hadn’t looked like himself at the plate of late. Instead of benching a struggling 
player, Maddon likes to put them at the top in hopes of getting them going. 
 
“It’s just a change of scenery,” Maddon said prior to the game. “Put them in a different seat and see 
what they feel like. The big point is, I really want you to focus on just getting on base. I don’t care, walk, 
base hit up the middle, blooper to right field. Take all that other stuff off you plate and just go play. Play 
with the joy of playing and I’ll take what happens.” 
 
Bryant is so well-rounded, he doesn’t need to hit in order to produce. On Wednesday, Bryant was 
running on what turned out to be a walk to Anthony Rizzo. With the extreme shift on for the left-handed 
batter, Bryant noticed that no one was covering third base. When he got up from his slide, he waited a 
beat to make sure he wouldn’t get tagged and raced for third. He made it easily, and ended up scoring 
soon after on a Willson Contreras single. 
 
“I just want him to go out there and play the game, do something to help us win,” Maddon said. “Don’t 
worry about hits, homers or anything else. Guys like KB are different because they are five-, six-tool kind 
of guys. They have this ability to impact the game in other ways. All I want him to do is go out there and 
help us win, because he can, and not just by hitting.” 
 
Maddon has pulled this maneuver in the past in Chicago with both Rizzo and Willson Contreras. In 
Tampa Bay, he did it with Carlos Peña and Evan Longoria. It was an idea that Maddon said sprouted in 
his minor-league coaching days and he’s now putting into action in the bigs. 
 



 
Bryant had only started games hitting second through fifth. He’ll tell you he likes hitting third the best, 
though. Bryant is pretty amenable to everything — including playing the outfield, first base, even 
shortstop — but he had admitted he didn’t want to hit leadoff as a regular thing. 
 
Bryant was able to set the tone rather well by rifling that single into left to start the game. With two 
more singles, he pushed his batting average to .301. 
 
Most players would kill for a Kris Bryant slump. He came into the game with a .292/.401/.509 slash line 
and was sixth in the NL in WAR (according to FanGraphs) and seventh with a 146 wRC+. In his previous 
six games, he hit .370 with a .433 on-base percentage. In the 17 games prior to Friday, he was hitting 
.276 with a .345 OBP. That’s not vintage Bryant, but it’s also not awful. 
 
“My expectations for myself are extremely high,” Bryant said. “I get frustrated with myself pretty easy. I 
expect a lot out of myself. My teammates expect a lot out of me and I want to give it all I got. 
Sometimes you don’t feel right in terms of mechanics and stuff like that. It’s just frustrating. That’s kind 
of where I’ve been at. I think there’s a lot of people that would love to trade for what I’m doing this 
year. That’s kind of what my perspective is right now.” 
 
What has been an actual problem is his lack of power. Among players with at least 1,500 plate 
appearances since he entered the league in 2015, Bryant in fifth in the NL with a .237 ISO. But that type 
of pop has been missing. Bryant’s last home run came on May 14, during those 17 games previously 
mentioned, his slugging percentage dropped nearly 90 points, from .596 to .509. 
 
“It’s just not been typical, we all can see that,” Maddon said. “Not driving the ball like he normally does. 
I think he’s been putting pitcher’s pitches in play a little bit. Probably missing his. And that’s classic. Not 
unlike what Rizz [Anthony Rizzo] was doing a couple weeks ago. It happens to everybody during the 
season. 
 
“You just gotta work through it, because he’s really, really good. It’s just not his typical results. Meaning 
that a ball that’s in a certain area and it gets hit pretty good. He’s seeing the ball in a certain spot now 
and he’s either missing or fouling it straight back or off to the right side. Or he’s reaching out and putting 
a pitcher’s pitch in play. It’ll change. Hopefully this will be something that unearths it.” 
 
Maddon said he liked what he saw in the box from Bryant on Friday, with his setup looking “more 
familiar.” Apparently, Bryant worked with hitting coach Chili Davis and assistant hitting coach Andy 
Haines over the last few days to make some minor tweaks. 
 
“Sometimes when I load – I was looking at my first year, I would be super smooth and my bat would be 
almost pointing up,” Bryant said. “In 2016, I wanted to flatten my swing, so to do that I kind of 
shortened my load a little bit. But at the same time, it makes me more rushed because it’s a herky-jerky 
thing. So if I can get really smooth and go, I can see the ball better. Today was a perfect example.” 
 
Bryant seemed most pleased with his third hit of the day, a well-struck line drive single to left that came 
on the seventh pitch of the at-bat on a pitch, both in type and location, that he’d taken for a strike just 
four pitches earlier. 
 
“A 3-2 curveball, a pretty good curveball, and I saw it really good and hit it good,” Bryant said. “That’s, 
just for me, when I get to first base after an at-bat like that, that’s like, ‘OK, that’s what it’s supposed to 
feel like.’” 
 



 
Despite not having an extra-base hit on Friday, Bryant seemed pleased. Almost as if he knows something 
clicked and he’s about to get hot again. 
 
Before the game, Maddon talked about how his hitters hadn’t really gotten going all at once. Rizzo was 
cold early and now Bryant has gone a little quiet. But after a dreadful April, Rizzo has put up a 168 wRC+ 
over the last month-plus.. If Bryant gets going too, an already great offense may just be scratching the 
surface. The Cubs are 36-24 and charging hard for first place. The rest of the NL should be put on notice: 
Bryzzo is ready for their duet. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
How the Cubs offense is evolving to take better advantage of opportunities  
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Going by the raw statistics, the Cubs’ offense is one of the best in baseball. Going into their weekend 
series, they rank first in baseball in on-base percentage, second in batting average and third in walk rate, 
wRC+ and runs per game. They strike out only 20.6 percent of the time, eighth lowest in baseball, and 
according to FanGraphs’ advanced base running statistic (BsR), they’re far and away the best team in 
baseball in that category. 
 
But that doesn’t mean they’re without their flaws. Back in May, Cubs president Theo Epstein pointed 
out some of the issues, many of which are still plaguing this team. 
 
“I think we’re like leading the league in slugging with nobody on and I think we’re dead last with runners 
in scoring position,” Epstein said. “So yeah, it’s just strange. It’s pretty dramatic. It could be a fluke. I 
think we’ll ultimately hit with runners in scoring position. Those things tend to even out if you’re a good 
hitting club. 
 
“We do a great job of putting guys on base and getting them into scoring position. We’ve had more 
opportunities than any other team in the league, I believe, so it’s just odd. It stands out that we’re not 
getting the bang for our buck with our offensive production because a lot of our extra-base hits and 
home runs are with nobody on base. We’re not performing at that same level with runners in scoring 
position, so it should even out. You just got to always make sure it’s not something baked into our 
approach. I don’t think it is.” 
 
As it stands right now, the Cubs lead the National League and are fourth in baseball with a .439 slugging 
percentage with the bases empty. Put men in scoring position and their slugging drops to .359, 24th in 
baseball. The Cubs’ on-base percentage actually jumps from .338 with the bases empty to .345 with 
runners in scoring position, while their batting average drops from .257 to .239. 
 
This is something manager Joe Maddon has talked about quite a bit this season. While the team isn’t 
striking out a lot on the whole or expanding their zone for the most part, they tend to do that more with 
runners in scoring position. With the bases empty, the team strikes out at a 21.2 percent rate, 25th in 
baseball. With runners in scoring position, that number goes to 22.3 percent, 12th in baseball. 
 
Given the Cubs’ recent success, it’s not too hard to be patient and see how this all shakes out. 
 
But another issue that is plaguing the Cubs is their struggles against top-tier pitching. Both problems tie 
in together, as Maddon explained last week. 
 



 
“We have to beat better pitching, there’s no question,” Maddon said last weekend prior to the Cubs 
facing Mets starter Jacob deGrom. “For me, the best way to beat better pitching is to pitch better than 
better pitching. I’ve always been a proponent of that. So we have to be really good and maybe just a 
little bit better somehow. When you get guys like this, a deGrom, the secret for me is when you get a 
chance to score with an out, move the baseball, score with the out if it’s there. That’s it. Get a runner at 
third, less than two outs, you can’t leave him there. You gotta get him in somehow. You can take more 
chances against a guy like this, because he normally doesn’t give up a bunch of hits in a row. Those are 
the kinda things to think about when we face guys like him. But you gotta pitch better than good 
pitching to win.” 
 
This recent stretch of play was a nice test for the Cubs as they faced deGrom, Aaron Nola and Nick 
Pivetta in three of their past five games. Those are the second, third and eighth pitchers ranked by WAR 
(FanGraphs) in the NL. The Cubs topped Pivetta in Thursday’s 4-3 victory over the Philadelphia Phillies, 
moving to 11 games over .500, and a half-game back of first place in the NL Central. 
 
While they hardly knocked those three pitchers around, the Cubs managed to win each game. The Cubs 
pitchers matched their opponents, at least when it came to the scoreboard, and while the hitters failed 
to do the little things against deGrom, who gave up seven hits and two walks but struck out 13, they did 
a better job when facing both Nola and Pivetta. 
 
Ben Zobrist is in his 13th season in the big leagues. He’s known as having a great plate approach and he 
puts together one of the best at-bats in all of baseball. He’s come through against great pitchers in all 
sorts of moments, big and small, and talked to me about what it’s like facing top-tier pitchers. 
 
“Your margin for error is smaller,” Zobrist said. “So you can’t expect them to make the same amount of 
mistakes on the mound that other guys [make]. However, occasionally those guys have their games. 
[Max] Scherzer had one here a couple years ago at Wrigley where they’re not sharp and they give it up. 
Or they make a lot of mistakes. Those are the outliers, those don’t happen very often. But as the game 
goes on, you recognize quickly, within three or four innings, whether he’s got his stuff or not. If he’s got 
his normal stuff, then you can’t expect to get those mistakes. 
 
“So you have to, in those particular situations as an offensive player, you just take what he gives you. 
This is my best chance to get a hit here, or my best chance to get on base. You stop trying to look for a 
home-run pitch. You just have to give that kind of stuff up and you just say, ‘You know what? I’m looking 
for what I think I’m gonna get instead of what I wanna hit.’” 
 
So while it may seem obvious, Zobrist did confirm that when you’re facing the best of the best, you do 
treat the situation a little differently. 
 
“If a guy’s controlling the zone with good stuff, then you have to pick what you think he’s going to try 
and do to you and then don’t miss it when you get it,” Zobrist said. “Instead of looking in a certain 
location or look in the middle of the plate and adjust to everything else, you’re just not going to get that. 
You’re not going to get the pitch that you want, you’re gonna have to bend a little bit to his will and 
figure out what he’s going to try to do to you and how can you combat it to the best of your abilities. 
 
“DeGrom hasn’t made many mistakes. Which is why he’s got a 1.40 ERA or whatever. And he didn’t the 
other day either. You look at the hits we got early in the game, they were dinks. We had to get a 3-0 
from Rizzo, swinging, to get that base hit and get a run in. Those are the kind of things you have to do. 
Three-0, most of the time you’re saying, ‘I’m gonna take it.’ But that might be the best pitch you get. So 
it was smart of him to swing it in that situation.” 
 



 
It’s interesting to look at how the Cubs compare to other top offenses in baseball when facing the best 
pitchers in the game. 
 
The above chart has three separate tables showing how the top 10 offenses in baseball, according to 
wRC+, fare against the game’s top pitchers. I created one table against the top 25 pitchers according to 
WAR from both Baseball-Reference and FanGraphs and combined them for a list of 31 pitchers, which is 
the table on the far left. The middle table shows the pitchers that appear in both top 10s (nine pitchers) 
and the table to the right is made up of the 19 pitchers that show up on both top 25s. I wanted to look 
at a varying group of top pitchers, the strictest qualifications being for the table in the middle, but also 
the smallest sample. 
 
I then looked at those starting pitchers’ ERA against those teams and the average innings pitched in each 
of those starts. The first thing you’ll notice is this small sample creates a lot of noise. But that’s the 
reality of the situation. There are only so many games against the top pitchers that each of these teams 
will have. 
 
In general, the Cubs are all over the place on those three lists according to ERA. The reality is, one big 
offensive outburst will skew the whole thing and push a team to the top of the list. But when it comes to 
the two lists with the biggest samples, the Cubs do seem to struggle to get runs across against those top 
arms. However, the most recent data — deGrom, Nola and Pivetta — seems encouraging. Especially 
when you consider this is an offense embracing a new philosophy — one that Maddon and Epstein 
believe is still evolving — under hitting coach Chili Davis. 
 
It’s also important to note that for the most part, the Cubs don’t really allow those dominant starters to 
go deeper than six innings. That’s a key factor in all of this as well. The Cubs want to be able to force 
those pitchers out of the game as early as possible to get to the bullpen. Sure, relievers are more 
dangerous than they were a decade ago, but there are few relievers teams wouldn’t prefer to see over a 
top-25 starter. 
 
Do the Cubs struggle against top starters? For the most part, yes, they do. And a team will mostly face 
those types of pitchers in the postseason, along with managers who will allow them to go deeper in 
games and who will call on only their best relievers. So this evolution the Cubs are seemingly going 
through on offense must continue if they expect to go as deep as they believe they should come 
October. 
 
But the fact is, the reason these pitchers are considered the best of the best is exactly because they shut 
down most opponents, including the best offenses. The Cubs aren’t much worse than any other top 
offenses, though Boston and San Francisco seem to be having a strong two months against top pitching. 
Which makes me wonder, is there anyone who would take San Francisco’s hitters over the Cubs’ hitters? 
The Cubs have work to do, they’re aware of this are working to remedy them and are slowly improving, 
but ultimately, there are few other offenses that one could really argue are better, regardless of who is 
on the mound. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Montgomery's arm, Happ's glove seal Cubs' W  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Mike Montgomery is making it clear that he likes being a starter. 
 



 
The left-hander scattered seven hits over six innings in his third start and Ian Happ made three stellar 
catches in left field, including a grab for the last out of the game, to lead the Cubs to a 3-1 victory over 
the Pirates on Friday afternoon at Wrigley Field. 
 
Subbing for injured Yu Darvish, Montgomery has now given up two earned runs over 17 2/3 innings in 
his three starts for a 1.02 ERA. 
 
"I'm definitely ready for the challenge, whatever the role is," Montgomery said. "It's something I 
prepared in my mind, always, to be a starter. It's fun going out there and getting a chance to start." 
 
"This doesn't surprise me," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of Montgomery's success so far. "The big 
thing for me is he knows where his fastball is going." 
 
Ben Zobrist drove in two runs, hitting an RBI single in the first and a run-scoring fielder's choice in the 
second off Pirates starter Chad Kuhl. Happ secured the win with his third diving catch of the game, 
snagging Josh Harrison's fly ball in left field. 
 
"He saved the game," Maddon said of Happ. "Literally, he saved the game with a couple catches." 
 
Pirates manager Clint Hurdle agreed with Maddon. 
 
"You hit balls at this level, man, you watch guys make plays, there's a lot of talent all over the place," 
Hurdle said. "He probably should have got the save along with [Pedro] Strop today, playing left field." 
 
"You just want to make the play," Happ said. "To be able to make the play for them like that and the 
atmosphere here, and making the last out on a diving play like that is pretty cool." 
 
With the win, the Cubs are a season-high 12 games over .500 and have won 10 of their past 12 games, 
outscoring their opponents 60-32 in that span. The Pirates have lost 15 of their past 20 games. 
 
"We've been playing great," Chicago's Kris Bryant said. "It's something we've all known we can play like. 
We expected to go on a run here like this." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Leadoff man: Batting first for the first time in his career, Bryant went 3-for-4 with three singles. 
Maddon's message to Bryant was to focus on doing whatever is necessary to help the team win. 
 
Bryant was the eighth leadoff batter for the Cubs this season. However, his homerless streak continues, 
and he has now reached 20 consecutive games, matching his longest drought since starting his career in 
2015. 
 
"I was pretty nervous for the first at-bat," Bryant said. "Thankfully, it worked out. I [led off] in college, so 
it wasn't completely new, but it's a completely different level and much better pitching." 
 
Rizzo jokingly calls himself the greatest leadoff hitter on the Cubs. Is he? 
 
"Anthony has that title for a little longer," Bryant said, laughing. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Happ did his part to help Montgomery. He made a diving one-handed catch to rob Corey Dickerson of a 
potential base hit and end the Pirates' third, stranding two runners. In the sixth, Happ made a nice 



 
running catch of Colin Moran's fly ball to end the inning, giving Montgomery his first 1-2-3 inning. Happ 
put the finishing touch on his day when he grabbed Harrison's fly ball to end the game. 
 
"If that ball gets down, we've got another chance to extend the inning," Harrison said. "It's baseball, 
man. He made a nice play." 
 
"I don't know if I could've made those catches," Bryant said. "I told [Happ] after the game, 'That's three 
of the best catches I've seen all year.' He really saved the game." 
 
In college, Happ's bat got more attention than his glove, and he's worked hard on his defense to be able 
to sub at all three outfield positions, as well as at second base. 
 
"I was kind of fueled by being told I couldn't play a bunch of defensive spots and being labeled as a hitter 
only and a minus defender," Happ said. "Being able to make the plays and help the guys is all that 
matters. 
 
"I take pride in the defense, because it helps the team," Happ said. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's a tough kid. He might be quiet, but he's a tough kid. It's probably those good Pennsylvania roots. 
He always battles back." -- Maddon on Happ; both the manager and the player hail from the Keystone 
State 
 
UP NEXT 
Jon Lester gets the start on Saturday in the second game of the Cubs' three-game series vs. the Pirates. 
Lester threw seven scoreless innings in his last start against the Mets. He's on a good roll, compiling a 
1.94 ERA in his past nine starts. The lefty has given up one earned run or fewer in seven of his 12 starts 
this year. First pitch is scheduled for 1:20 p.m. CT at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant goes 3-for-4 in first game batting leadoff  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- In his first game as leadoff man, the Cubs' Kris Bryant made it look easy. 
 
Bryant, who was inserted into the leadoff spot on Friday afternoon for the first time in his pro career, hit 
the first pitch from the Pirates' Chad Kuhl in the first inning for a single. In the Cubs' 3-1 win, Bryant 
finished 3-for-4 with a run scored. 
 
"I try to do that now and again with different guys to get them unearthed a little bit," Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said before the game. "I just want him to play the game, do something to help us win. Don't 
worry about hits, homers, anything else." 
 
Bryant hasn't exactly been scuffling. He's riding a seven-game hitting streak, and he is batting .419 (13-
for-31) in that stretch. 
 
"My expectations of myself are high and I get frustrated with myself easily, because I expect a lot of 
myself and my teammates expect a lot of me and I want to give it all I've got," Bryant said. "Sometimes, 
when you don't feel right in terms of mechanics and stuff like that, it's frustrating. That's kind of where 



 
I've been at. I think there are a lot of people who would love to trade what I'm doing this year, and that's 
my perspective now." 
 
Bryant admitted that his heart was beating a little faster when he stepped into the batter's box in the 
first inning. 
 
"I was pretty nervous for the first at-bat," Bryant said. "Thankfully, it worked out. I [led off] in college, so 
it wasn't completely new, but it's a completely different level and much better pitching." 
 
Bryant joins Willson Contreras and Anthony Rizzo as players who have gotten spot starts in the leadoff 
spot. 
 
"It's a change of scenery," said Maddon, who sent Bryant a text message on Friday morning. "Put them 
in a different seat, see what they feel like." 
 
Bryant wasn't surprised by the change. 
 
"I figured it would happen at some point this year," Bryant said. "[Maddon] likes to change things up, 
and I haven't been playing the way I want to lately. I was talking to him earlier, and he usually does that 
when guys don't feel 100 percent." 
 
If there's any flaw, it's that Bryant's home run totals are down. He's now gone 20 consecutive games 
without a home run, matching his longest drought since starting his career in 2015. 
"If I was a one-dimensional player, that would be a problem. I know I'm not," Bryant said. "I impact the 
game in a lot of ways -- baserunning, defense. I just want to be an all-around player. Sure, I don't have as 
many homers as I'd like, but the hits are there, I feel like the defense is great, baserunning is great, and 
that's something Joe preaches to me is go out there and do something to help the team win every day. 
And that's always my goal, and I feel that I do that." 
 
So, will Bryant lead off on Saturday? Maddon is leaning that way. 
 
"Let's just play it out," Maddon said. "What I did see was a different stance at the plate, approach at the 
plate. I thought he looked really comfortable on defense. That might have been a residue of the at-
bats." 
 
Hopefully, Bryant's heart won't be beating quite as fast if he does so on Saturday. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Smyly eager to 'face some competition' 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Drew Smyly was facing three of his Cubs teammates and the tarp-covered left field, but for 
the first time in his career, he pitched at Wrigley Field and it went well. 
 
Smyly, rehabbing from Tommy John surgery on his left elbow, threw his second live batting-practice 
session and his first at Wrigley on Friday in front of manager Joe Maddon and president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein. Smyly has been rehabbing at the Cubs' complex in Mesa, Ariz., since the 
season started. 
 



 
"I just have to keep building up, facing some competition," Smyly said. "Right now it's exciting, because 
it's been a long road of not much competition, not much throwing. I've built up my bullpen [sessions], 
and now I'm facing hitters. I feel I can see the light at the end of the tunnel. It's exciting to have a hitter 
in the box and get my adrenaline going." 
 
The Cubs signed Smyly in December, knowing that anything he could do for the team this season would 
be a bonus. He had the procedure done last July, and he missed all of 2017. 
 
"With each time, I feel a little less and less hesitation," Smyly said of his rehab outings. "With my 
curveball, I don't think I snapped it down yet. With my fastball and changeup, [the hesitation] is kind of 
gone and I can forget about my elbow and pitch. That's a really good feeling. It's basically a year since 
I've been pain-free." 
 
Maddon knows Smyly from their days together in Tampa Bay. 
 
"I was really impressed with the delivery and the looseness of the arm and the command of his pitches 
and the carry of his pitches," Maddon said. "Everything was right on. That was a great first time back for 
us to watch. It's great to build off of. I'm sure he feels great now." 
 
Smyly, who threw 25 pitches, will do more live BP sessions before taking the next step to pitching in 
simulated games. He didn't expect to begin a rehab assignment in the Minor Leagues until early July. 
 
"I just need innings," Smyly said. "I need to go compete and face hitters. It'll be a fun time pitching every 
five days." 
 
Worth noting 
 
• Addison Russell was one of the batters who faced Smyly in the live BP session. Russell has been 
sidelined since Sunday with a sprained left middle finger, though he came into Friday's game at 
shortstop in the eighth inning in a double switch, replacing pitcher Randy Rosario. 
 
• Yu Darvish, on the disabled list with inflammation in his right triceps, played catch on Friday after 
taking Thursday off. There is no timetable for his return. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Kris Bryant not yet the 'greatest leadoff hitter of all-time,' but Joe Maddon's experiment paid dividends  
By Vinnie Duber 
 
Kris Bryant’s first three at-bats as the Cubs’ leadoff hitter all ended in base hits. 
 
So does Anthony Rizzo have competition for the title of the “greatest leadoff hitter of all-time” or what? 
 
Well, maybe not yet. 
 
“No. Rizzo did a really good job,” Bryant said after the Cubs’ 3-1 win Friday. "We’ll see if he gives me a 
couple more games. But Anthony has that title for a little while longer.” 
 



 
Joe Maddon said he probably will put Bryant back at the top of the order for Saturday’s game against 
the visiting Pittsburgh Pirates. So Bryant will get an opportunity to chase down the other half of the 
Bryzzo Souvenir Co. 
 
Bryant’s 3-for-4 day is the easy-to-quantify portion of his inaugural performance as the No. 1 hitter. But 
Maddon’s latest experiment was designed for a more big-picture purpose, to get Bryant back on track 
during what’s been an uncustomary stretch for the 2016 National League MVP. 
 
While the batting average and on-base numbers have been there, the power numbers have been more 
difficult to come by in recent weeks. Three singles won’t do much to change that in one day. But 
Maddon said he did see positive signs from Bryant on Friday. 
 
“What I did see was a difference stance at the plate, approach at the plate, that’s what I did see,” 
Maddon said. “That was more obvious to me. I thought he looked more comfortable on defense. You 
know what it’s like, you get that little swagger going with a couple knocks. I thought he was moving 
really well on defense, and that might have been the residue of the at-bats. If I saw it anywhere, I saw it 
more on defense. 
 
“His setup was better, it was more familiar to me.” 
 
For Bryant, he and his Cubs teammates have come to expect the unfamiliar from their mad-scientist 
manager, so the news that he would lead off Friday didn’t exactly surprise him. 
 
But the third baseman was quick to acknowledge that things haven’t been clicking lately, and he was 
hopeful that Maddon’s unconventional move might have the same effect it’s had on some of his 
teammates in the past. 
 
“I figured it’d happen some point this year, so I wasn’t completely surprised. He likes to change things 
up,” Bryant said. “And I haven’t been playing the way I’ve wanted to lately. I was talking to him earlier, 
and he usually does that when guys don’t feel 100 percent, usually as a spark plug, and hopefully that 
works for me. 
 
“My expectations of myself are extremely high. I get frustrated with myself pretty easily because I 
expected a lot of myself. My teammates expect a lot out of me, and I want to give it all I’ve got. 
Sometimes when you don’t feel right in terms of mechanics and stuff like that, it’s just frustrating. So 
that’s kind of where I’ve been at. There are a lot of people who’d love to trade (for) what I’m doing this 
year, but that’s kind of what my perspective is right now.” 
 
Bryant’s now gone 20 games without a home run, and his seven extra-base hits in that span have all 
been doubles. He’s only got three extra-base hits in his last 14 games. 
 
Bryant has an incredible track record over his short big league career to inspire all the confidence in the 
world that he’ll turn things around, and perhaps Friday’s foray into the leadoff spot is the start of that 
turnaround. 
 
“I felt better,” he said. “I was just trying to get into a rhythm with the pitcher, something I’ve worked on 
in past seasons. When things go good for me, it’s when I’m really in rhythm with the pitcher, getting the 
bat waggling, a little bit of swagger at the plate. And that’s what I felt like today.” 
 
-- 
 



 
NBC Sports Chicago 
This is the opportunity Mike Montgomery wanted: 'What he's showing right now is how good he 
actually is' 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
Mike Montgomery wanted to be a part of a big league rotation. He’s getting that opportunity, and he is 
very much making the most of it. 
 
Montgomery turned in his third straight strong performance while filling the spot on the Cubs’ starting 
staff vacated when Yu Darvish went on the disabled list. Darvish is still on the shelf with no announced 
date for his return. Meanwhile, Montgomery has an ERA of 1.02 in three starts, an ERA that actually 
went up Friday despite six innings of one-run ball in a 3-1 win. 
 
In a season where Cubs starters have been the cause of much consternation, Montgomery’s three 
consecutive outings of one or zero runs have been just what the doctor ordered. 
 
“It’s very large for us,” Joe Maddon said after the game. “We needed the pick-me-up, he’s provided it. 
He is demonstrating to us and the industry what he’s all about. 
 
“What he’s showing right now is how good he actually is.” 
 
Montgomery has been a spot starter for the Cubs for three seasons now, though he made waves this 
past offseason when his desire to be a starter instead of a fill-in option out of the bullpen became a lot 
more public during the Winter Meetings. With Montgomery seemingly ready to finally receive a spot in 
the Cubs’ rotation, the Cubs inked Darvish on the first day of spring training, and Montgomery was sent 
back to the bullpen. 
 
But injuries happen, and the Cubs knew Montgomery would make more starts. What they might not 
have known was that he’d be an incredibly effective starter despite a rough season of relief. 
Montgomery’s splits are dramatic. That 1.02 ERA as a starter contrasts sharply with a 5.33 ERA in 18 
relief appearances. 
 
“I’m definitely for the challenge of whatever the role is,” Montgomery said Friday. “I’ve prepared in my 
mind always to be a starter. It’s fun, going out there and getting a chance to start, at home, great 
crowd.” 
 
“That’s one of the tenants, I want our guys to speak their mind,” Maddon said. “If that’s what you feel, 
don’t hold it back. Say it straight forwardly, and then let’s talk about it. I love that. He’s been that guy for 
a couple years, we just haven’t had that opportunity for him. My advice back to him was just stay ready. 
‘When that opportunity arises you need to be ready to take advantage of it.’ He has. … This doesn’t 
surprise me, what he’s doing.” 
 
The mystery surrounding Darvish’s eventual return figures to extend this opportunity for Montgomery, 
and if his performances keep looking like this, it could continue the good news for the Cubs, who in part 
due to better starting pitching have won 10 of 12 and were tied atop the National League Central 
standings following Friday’s win. 
 
The Cubs seem to have their starting rotation filled for not just this season but the next several seasons 
thanks to the offseason additions of Darvish, Tyler Chatwood and Drew Smyly to a group that already 
featured Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks and Jose Quintana. But should Montgomery keep pitching like this, 
he’ll eventually wind up in a big league rotation somewhere. 



 
 
“He said he wanted to at the beginning of the year, and he’s showing why,” third baseman Kris Bryant 
said. “I love it when guys say they want something and then go prove that they can do it. He’s showing 
exactly why.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon wanted Kris Bryant to 'set the tone' and that he did  
By Teddy Greenstein 
 
Joe Maddon texted Kris Bryant on Friday morning with the news — he would be batting leadoff against 
the Pirates at Wrigley Field. 
 
“He’s going to set the tone for the team today,” Maddon said. 
 
And that he did. Batting leadoff for the first time in his 511-game big-league career, Bryant singled on 
the first pitch he saw and reached base during his first three trips to the plate, making Maddon look like 
a sage. 
 
“I probably will do it again (Saturday),” Maddon said, saying he liked Bryant’s more “erect” setup at the 
plate. 
 
Bryant didn’t mention any mechanical changes but said he was nervous during his first-at bat: “My heart 
was beating a little faster than usual. Thankfully it worked out . … I did it in college, so it wasn’t 
completely new. But it’s a completely different level with much better pitching.” 
 
The Cubs manager joked that nothing he texts his players can be that surprising given his 
unconventional methods and penchant for lineup shuffling. 
 
Indeed, Bryant figured he was a candidate to lead off — precisely because he has been feeling so-so at 
the plate. His batting average is a healthy .301, but Bryant’s slugging percentage of .514 is down from 
last season (.537) and 2016 (.554), which was seventh in the major leagues. 
 
“I haven’t been playing the way I wanted to lately,” Bryant said. “Usually (Maddon) does that when guys 
don’t feel 100 percent. It’s a spark plug, and hopefully that works for me.” 
 
Say cheese: Drew Smyly has a locker in the Cubs’ circular clubhouse just like Anthony Rizzo and Jon 
Lester. Those are established stars, whereas Smyly is, well … 
 
“It’s a weird feeling to be in a locker room with no back history with the guys,” he said. “Most of them 
have never seen me pitch. It’s fun to show them that I can actually play baseball.” 
 
The Cubs took a rather expensive flyer ($10 million over two years) on the 28-year-old left-hander 
despite his Tommy John elbow surgery last July. Friday marked a key date in his comeback, his first time 
throwing live batting practice at Wrigley Field. He fired 25 pitches under the gaze of Maddon and 
President Theo Epstein. 
 
“He put a smiley on our face,” Maddon joked. “He was very good. I was really impressed with the 
delivery and command of his pitches. Everything was right on. I’m certain he feels great right now.” 
 



 
That he does. 
 
“Right now it’s exciting,” Smyly said. “It has been a long road of not much competition. I feel like I can 
see the light at the end of the tunnel.” 
 
Coming at you: Addison Russell returned from the disabled list (sprained finger) and was tested 
immediately. He subbed in on a double switch in the eighth inning and flipped to Javier Baez for an 
inning-ending groundout. He figures to start Saturday. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Ian Happ's diving catches, Kris Bryant's leadoff debut lift Cubs to 3-1 victory 
By Teddy Greenstein 
 
This will go down as The Kris Bryant Game. Has to, right? 
 
Batting leadoff for the first time in the major leagues, Bryant went 3-for-4 and lined the first pitch he 
saw into left field, coming through on manager Joe Maddon’s request that he “set the tone for the 
team.” 
 
Check that. This will be recorded as The Mike Montgomery Game, no? 
 
The left-hander stomped his feet in the offseason, practically demanding a spot in the rotation. After six 
solid innings Friday in the Cubs’ 3-1 victory over the Pirates, Montgomery is 2-0 with a 1.02 ERA as a 
starter. If fan message boards were still a thing, the Cubs’ would read: “Don’t rush back, Yu Darvish. 
Paris is lovely this time of year.” 
 
OK, one more revision. This absolutely will be remembered as The Ian Happ Game. 
 
Happ would rather talk golf than baseball, opening his postgame scrum by mentioning he has a new 
Bettinardi putter. He doesn’t need a glove to putt, but the leather is what saved the Cubs on a day on 
which they were blanked after the second inning. 
 
Happ made three sensational diving catches in left — all inning-enders and saving two runs apiece. He 
ended the game sprinting to the line to rob Josh Harrison of extra bases. 
 
The Cubs cleverly termed it a “Happ-trick” on social media. 
 
“I told him after the game, ‘Those were three of the best catches I’ve seen all year,’ ” said Bryant, the 
third baseman who occasionally plays the outfield. “I don’t know if I would have made those catches. 
Thankfully I wasn’t out there. He really saved the game for us.” 
 
Montgomery thanked Happ for his effort, saying: “I needed a pick-me-up in those spots. He put his body 
on the line.” 
 
Indeed, Maddon approached Happ between innings just to ask if he was OK after his first two collisions 
with the Wrigley Field turf. 
 
“He’s a tough kid, man,” Maddon said. “Probably those good Pennsylvania roots.” 
 



 
The day had to be particularly satisfying for Happ, a Pittsburgh native who has worked to establish 
himself as a legit defender as he has bounced around the diamond. 
 
A true team player, Happ described his game-ending grab like this: “Got a good beat on it. I was able to 
track it down for Stropey (reliever Pedro Strop). Really great performance by him to get the four-out 
save with B-Mo (closer Brandon Morrow) down today. 
 
“To win a ballgame, that’s the whole deal. With the atmosphere here, making the last out on a diving 
play, it’s pretty cool.” 
 
The Cubs won for the 10th time in 12 games and improved to a season-best 12 games above .500. 
 
Montgomery gave up one run on seven hits over six innings and got help from relievers Cory Mazzoni, 
Randy Rosario and Strop, who earned his first save since 2015. 
 
“I know how it is,” Montgomery said of being tasked to save a tight game in the late innings. “Those 
guys deserve more credit than they get. This was a good overall team win.” 
 
Catcher Willson Contreras also came to Montgomery’s aid, nailing Austin Meadows on an attempted 
steal during a dicey first inning. 
 
Jason Heyward continued his surge with two hits, including a laser to left field. Ben Zobrist drove in two 
runs. 
 
And then there was Happ, the showstopper. 
 
More than anyone else, this was his game. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Kris Bryant, leadoff man? Whatever it takes to end the Cubs star’s ‘frustration’ 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
How bad an offensive slump is Kris Bryant in? Well, he does have a seven-game hitting streak going. 
 
How clueless, hopeless and miserable is he at the plate? The poor guy is only 13-for-31 (.419) in that 
span after the Cubs’ 3-1 victory over the Pirates on Friday at Wrigley Field. 
 
Confused? Don’t be. Bryant’s numbers are strong as always, but the 26-year-old third baseman hasn’t 
felt like himself lately. He isn’t driving the ball with authority, hasn’t homered since May 14 and has 
grown increasingly “frustrated,” to use his word, with his mechanics. 
 
Ah, but Friday — the Cubs’ 10th win in their last 12 games, pushing them a dozen games over .500 for 
the first time this season — might have been the key day in a turnaround by the team’s best player. For 
the first time in his career, Bryant batted leadoff. Three base hits later, the experiment was looking 
worthwhile enough that manager Joe Maddon said he expected it to last at least another day. 
 
Bryant has started 245 big-league games batting in the No. 2 spot, 197 batting third, 19 batting cleanup 
and 44 batting fifth. Leading off? That hadn’t happened since his college days at San Diego. It probably 
won’t happen many more times, given Bryant’s power and run-producing ability. 



 
 
But Maddon thought he was due for something different. Why the heck not? 
 
“A change of scenery, put them in a different seat, see what they feel like,” explained a manager who 
convinced the baseball world long ago that he is willing to do almost anything with his lineup. 
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo led off in 14 games last season, has done so once in 2018 and has had 
great success — a .300 average and six home runs — in the role. Catcher Willson Contreras did it a 
couple of times last year and has done it once this year. 
 
And now Bryant, who singled off losing pitcher Chad Kuhl (4-4) on the first pitch of the first inning and 
added singles in his second and third at-bats, has had — and presumably enjoyed — the experience. 
 
“I figured it would happen at some point this year,” he said, “so I wasn’t completely surprised.” 
 
But he was, and possibly still is, in need of a little more fun on the field. 
 
“It’s just my expectations of myself are extremely high,” he said. “I get frustrated at myself pretty easily 
because I expect a lot of myself and my teammates expect a lot out of me, and I want to give it all I’ve 
got. And sometimes when you don’t feel right in terms of mechanics and stuff like that, it’s just 
frustrating. So that’s kind of where I’ve been at.” 
 
Maddon questioned whether or not Bryant is playing the game with enough joy. 
 
“It gets to everybody,” Maddon said. “It gets to me. You have to talk all these guys off the ledge at 
different moments. It just happens when a guy who’s really good meets failure like that. It’s not easy 
because they’re normally having good things happen.” 
 
It’s not all that easy to see the “failure” in a player who has the most hits (65) and the top on-base 
percentage (.406) and is tied for the most runs scored (35) on what has been one of the best offensive 
teams in all of baseball. But there is a telltale sign to keep watching for that’ll reveal when Bryant is 
completely out of this funk. 
 
“When things go good for me, I’m really in rhythm with the pitcher, getting the bat waggling, a little 
swagger at the plate,” Bryant said. “And that’s what I felt like today.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Mike Montgomery delivers again — with a whole lot of help from Ian Happ  
By Steve Greenberg 
 
Mike Montgomery did it again. He pitched like a guy who perhaps belongs in the starting rotation on a 
more permanent basis. 
 
The Cubs will take one run allowed in six innings from anyone on their staff, anytime. That’s what 
Montgomery (2-1) gave them Friday in a 3-1 victory over the Pirates, and it was the third consecutive 
time he delivered such a quality performance since replacing injured Yu Darvish in the rotation. 
 
Montgomery’s ERA in those three starts — 1.02 in 17⅔ innings — is more than a little impressive. 
 



 
“I’m definitely ready for the challenge of whatever the role is,” said the left-hander, who’s 6-2 with a 
2.05 ERA in his last 10 starts with the Cubs, dating to July. 
 
Yet, Montgomery clearly understood that he might not have had a chance at a victory if not for a 
spectacular defensive game by Ian Happ. Playing left field, the oft-criticized outfielder had three diving 
catches — robbing Corey Dickerson, Colin Moran and Josh Harrison — each one better than the last. The 
final catch, with Happ diving near the foul line on a deep drive, ended a Pirates threat in the ninth 
inning, clinching a rare save for Pedro Strop. 
 
“The atmosphere [at Wrigley Field], making the last out on a play like that — pretty cool,” Happ said. 
 
A Smyly day 
 
It was only 25 pitches, all of them thrown before the game even started. Judging by the smile on Drew 
Smyly’s face when his work was done, though, it was as sweet as a real-deal victory. 
 
Smyly’s live batting-practice session against Addison Russell, Chris Gimenez and Tommy La Stella went 
so well — “amazing,” the left-hander called it — that he couldn’t help but look forward to simulated 
games in Arizona and a hoped-for minor-league rehab assignment starting as soon as early July. 
 
RELATED STORIES 
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Meanwhile, it was nice for him just to be at Wrigley Field. Signed in December for two years and $10 
million, Smyly, who’s working his way back from Tommy John surgery, hasn’t pitched in a big-league 
game since 2016 or spent much time around his new teammates. 
 
“Most of these guys in this locker room have probably never even seen me pitch,” said Smyly, who has 
85 starts and 156 appearances, all in the American League, to his credit. “So it’s fun to show them that I 
can actually play baseball.” 
 
If all goes well, Smyly, who turns 29 next week, could be in the Cubs’ bullpen by midsummer and will be 
considered for a starting role in 2019. 
 
Russell up 
 
Russell, who hadn’t played since Sunday after jamming a finger in New York, entered the game as a 
defensive replacement with two outs in the eighth. 
 
The shortstop didn’t have a plate appearance, though manager Joe Maddon indicated that he will be 
back in the lineup Saturday in the second of three games against the Pirates. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Less than 2 years after death of dad, diehard Cubs fan gets call of a lifetime  
By Madeline Kenney 
 
Two months ago, Itamar Steiner thought he was getting scammed when a man who called himself an 
MLB scout reached out for the 18-year-old’s medical records. 



 
 
“Why would they want mine?” Steiner thought. 
 
Steiner, who the Cubs ultimately selected in the 40th and final round of the amateur baseball draft on 
Wednesday, was the starting left fielder at Niles North High School in Skokie. He didn’t have plans to 
play college baseball — although he’d be lying if he said he hadn’t considered being a walk-on for the 
University of Illinois, which is where he plans to continue his education this fall. 
 
Steiner will be the first to admit that although he “lives and breathes baseball,” his career most likely 
came to an end after his final high school game a couple of weeks ago. 
 
“I was pretty sad,” Steiner said. 
 
So that’s why when Jason McLeod, the Cubs’ director of scouting and player development, came calling, 
Steiner was puzzled. 
 
But truth be told, it wasn’t the area scouts who put Steiner on McLeod’s radar. It was a package in the 
mail from David Rugendorf, a friend of Steiner and his late father, David Steiner, who died in a bus 
accident in Uganda on Dec. 26, 2016. 
 
Lifelong Cubs fans 
The Steiners lived in Tel Aviv, Israel, for awhile — more than 6,200 miles away from Wrigley Field. But 
even being halfway around the world, Itamar Steiner and David Steiner were diehard Cubs fans. 
 
David’s father, Joe Steiner, can attest to his son’s fandom. 
 
“[David] was the biggest Cubs fan,” said Joe, who is often referred to as “Papa Joe.” “[David] was 
studying to be a Rabbi and he always said Wrigley Field was his temple.” 
 
With a glass of tea in hand, David and Itamar would stream games on their computer at 3 a.m., often 
Skyping their friends back in the U.S. 
 
The father and son duo did everything in their power to help the Cubs win a World Series, including 
writing notes to God and participating in a silly annual wish ritual. 
 
“I’d always say how I hoped to see a Cubs World Series in my lifetime,” Itamar said. “And [my father] 
would always say, ‘You probably would, but I don’t know if I will.'” 
 
But still every year without fail, Itamar and David would close their eyes to blow out their candles on 
their birthdays and their wishes would always be the same: “I wish the Cubs would win the World 
Series.” 
 
Silence ensued after the candles were out. The father and son would lock eyes. 
 
“Everyone would say, ‘Oh we know what you wished for,'” Itamar said. “But we would never say it out 
loud because we were that superstitious.” 
 
On at least 10 occasions, Itamar and David also traveled to Jerusalem to put notes in the cracks of the 
Western Wall telling God how they wanted the Cubs to win a World Series. 
 
The Cubs and baseball united the father and son. 



 
 
“When it came to baseball,” Itamar said, “we were for sure best buddies.” 
 
The 2016 playoffs 
David’s passion for baseball rubbed off on his family. He would always take Itamar and his two 
daughters to various major-league ballparks each year. The goal was to go to all 32. But they only 
managed to make it to 23 before David’s death. 
 
In October 2016, Itamar was at a cross country meet when his father informed him that their family 
friend, David Rugendorf, hooked them up to tickets to Game 3 of the National League Championship 
Series against the Dodgers. The flight to Los Angeles was already booked. 
 
“I was like, ‘No way. We’re going to California and watching the NLCS,'” Itamar said. “It was a dream 
come true.” 
 
While the Cubs ended up losing 6-0 to the Dodgers, it was a memory that is sure to last a lifetime. 
 
“When we were at the game, we never doubted that the Cubs couldn’t do it,” Itamar said. “They were 
the best team for sure.” 
 
It was also the last game Itamar and David attended together. 
 
When the Cubs actually won the World Series on Nov. 3, David and Itamar watched it at a friend’s 
house. Itamar remembers not getting a lot of sleep that night. 
 
“It was one of the best things I’ve ever felt when they won,” Itamar said. 
 
The accident 
There was only one thing that David and Itamar didn’t agree on and that was movies. 
 
David enjoyed watching educational, “sophisticated” movies, while Itamar liked to watch comedies. 
 
But Itamar did enjoy working with his father, who was a Chicago filmmaker. It was a project that brought 
the two to Uganda in December 2016. Itamar got there a few days after David arrived. 
 
The film was centered on the Come True project, which helped refugees relocate after Israel started 
deporting them in 2012. 
 
There were two South Sudanese refugee boys that Itamar befriended when his family lived in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, when he was 10 years old. 
 
Itamar stayed in touch with the boys despite moving back to Chicagoland. They went to Uganda as part 
of the Come True project. 
 
David was there for Christmas in Kampala, the capital city of Uganda. He dressed up as Santa Claus, but 
had a Cubs World Series T-shirt on display under the red coat. David and Itamar gave the children games 
and toys that were donated by friends from Skokie. 
 
It was a grand night. 
 
The next day, though, was a bad day; one that Itamar remembers “all too vividly.” 



 
 
David, Itamar and other members of the film crew were going on a five-hour drive to a different 
community to celebrate Hanukkah. 
 
“We were going to bring these different cultures together because that was something my dad did 
best,” Itamar said. 
 
About three hours into the drive, there was a bus collision on a two-lane highway. 
 
“[I] got out of the bus. My back hurt. I was really nervous,” Itamar said. “I knew the one person who 
could fix all of this was my dad and then I realized what happened.” 
 
There were 17 people in the bus. David was the only one who died. 
 
Baseball helped Itamar cope with the loss of his father. He played two more years of high school 
baseball and stepped up into a leadership role with the team. 
 
“Every time I played [baseball], I’d think of him,” Itamar said. “And every time I watched the Cubs, I think 
of him and I’m so grateful that they were able to win and he was there to see it. 
 
“Everyone says [David] lived a full life in 51 years and more.” 
 
The call 
It’s been an emotional rollercoaster for Itamar ever since he received his first phone call from McLeod. 
 
A few weeks ago, Itamar found out that he might not actually be drafted. 
 
On Wednesday, McLeod called Itamar at 1 p.m. to inform him that because not enough people were 
signing, “it probably wouldn’t happen.” 
 
“I told him anyway, ‘Thank you for even considering me. I really appreciate it. I really enjoyed talking 
with you. It was an honor to even be considered.’ 
 
“I was pretty let down.” 
 
Three hours later, Itamar was sitting in his cabin at summer camp. His phone was plugged into a charger. 
It rang again, but this time it was Rugendorf, who told him to get on the computer to watch the 39th 
and 40th rounds of the draft. 
 
Itamar immediately flipped open his laptop and was on a conference call with all the teams and the 
commissioner’s office. 
 
When the Cubs were up to announce their 39th round pick, Itamar locked in. 
 
“With this pick, the Cubs select …” 
 
“It wasn’t my name,” Itamar said. “So at that point, I didn’t know what to feel.” 
 
In the next round and final round, Itamar knew this was it. If his name wasn’t called, it wasn’t going to 
happen. 
 



 
With the No. 1,208 overall pick, the Cubs selected Itamar Steiner. 
 
“It was amazing,” Itamar said. “It’s the biggest honor as a Cubs fan that I could ask for.” 
 
If Itamar’s father was still here, he knows what he’d say. 
 
“Anyone who knew him always knew he was very enthusiastic about everything. He would always say, 
‘This is so cool. This is so cool,'” Itamar said. “And that’s what he’d say now. ‘This is so cool.'” 
 
McLeod said once he heard Itamar’s story, it was a no-brainer to draft him. 
 
“Knowing how much the Cubs meant to their family, knowing what his dad did for the community and 
how he really tried to help people, and then just the story of what happened — his dad was tragically 
killed,” McLeod said. “We felt it was something that we could do to ultimately bring some joy to this 
family.” 
 
Life after baseball 
 
Itamar realizes that he doesn’t have the elite skill to play in the major leagues. But being drafted by his 
favorite team is the best honor he could ask for. 
 
He plans to attend the University of Illinois this fall and transfer into the business school. 
 
One day once he has a financial backing, Itamar hopes to finish the movie his father started. 
 
“I’m not comfortable going back to Uganda,” Itamar said. “I think there’s too much emotion, too much 
fear to go back to there. I do want to find a way to finish the movie. It was one of his big dreams. 
 
“The goal of it was to bring awareness and potentially money for the Come True project.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
With Bryan Colangelo as guide, what are Chicago coaches, GMs really thinking? 
By Rick Morrissey 
 
Chicago is home to the College of Cheering Coaches. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon is the president, praising his players so disproportionately to their abilities 
and accomplishments as to make them almost unrecognizable. Jake Arrieta was Bob Gibson, Javy Baez is 
Willie Mays and Kyle Schwarber will be a saint someday. 
 
At least Maddon has good players. White Sox manager Rick Renteria continues to compliment players 
whose talents are compliment-resistant. Half of the players’ mothers describe their sons’ best attribute 
at the plate as ‘‘the umpires find him pleasant.’’ 
 
Although it’s early yet, our B.S. antennae are up for new Bears coach Matt Nagy, who, if handing out 
accolades were a river, already would be a Class VI whitewater rapid. 
 
At what point do players stop buying this stuff? 
 



 
How about now? 
 
If athletes actually believe the sweet nothings coaches and general managers publicly purr about them, 
the Bryan Colangelo mess surely is giving them pause. 
 
The wife of the 76ers president anonymously ripped several 76ers, including star Joel Embiid, and 
revealed players’ private medical histories, all through burner Twitter accounts. It’s why Colangelo is 
now the former 76ers president, having resigned Thursday. 
 
Barbara Bottini, Colangelo’s wife, likely didn’t form those opinions on her own, nor did she come to the 
medical information independently. It doesn’t take much to picture Colangelo coming home and venting 
to his supportive wife about his day at the office. It either didn’t occur to him that she would tweet that 
Jahlil Okafor had failed another team’s physical (breaking news!) or he didn’t care if she did. 
 
It doesn’t take a huge leap to suggest that coaches and GMs — human beings, just like Colangelo — 
share their deepest feelings with someone and that some of those feelings are unflattering indeed. 
 
If the wreckage of Colangelo’s career in Philly doesn’t plant doubt in every locker room and clubhouse in 
the country, I’ll be surprised. One of the Twitter accounts attributed to Bottini called Embiid ‘‘selfish’’ 
and ‘‘a bit lazy.’’ It also suggested the 76ers big man was partying too much. Hmmm, where could that 
have come from? 
 
The next time Maddon says wild pitcher Tyler Chatwood is making progress, will Chatwood see a 
thought bubble over his manager’s head that says, ‘‘If this guy walks one more hitter, I’m going to 
erupt’’? Post-Colangelo, he should. 
 
The next time Renteria says that everyone on his team is an All-Star, as he did with a bad Cubs team in 
2014, will all his players gag? Post-Colangelo, they should. 
 
Having been in enough postgame bars through the years, I can tell you the nice things that are said in 
front of cameras and microphones sometimes are nowhere to be found after a coach has a few drinks in 
him a few hours later. 
 
Having stood outside more locker rooms than anybody should have to, I can testify that, no matter what 
the manager might say publicly about his very wealthy underachiever, he sometimes screams something 
completely different before the players arrive in the clubhouse. 
 
Could an athlete who is hitting .220 or averaging 2.1 yards per carry be so dumb as to believe the 
glowing praise that is coming out of his coach’s mouth? Yes, he could. 
 
It’s a dance. Coaches and management say ridiculously good things about players because they want to 
plant good thoughts in players’ heads. Players embrace it because they need mental reinforcement, 
especially these days. 
 
There’s so much criticism out there — from fans, opposing players and pesky newspaper columnists — 
that the last thing a player wants to worry about is whether the coach or GM is on his side. Blissful 
ignorance is necessary to survive in professional sports. Without it, some people would be basket cases. 
 
So the GM tosses bouquets at a struggling player. It’s a pep rally aimed at one person. He buys it, again 
and again. How many times have we seen bad players be in complete shock after they’ve been cut or 



 
traded? Now they know what the team really thinks of them. So much for that nurturing culture the 
coach tried to foster. 
 
For athletes, the Colangelo betrayal should be an eye-opener and an ear-opener: You can’t always trust 
people, especially the people who seem to be complimenting you the most. 
 
Of course, it works both ways: Cubs players seem to love Maddon publicly, but what do they say to each 
other or those nearest to them about his crazed manager act? What do they say about their snatching 
victory from the Maddon-operated jaws of defeat in the 2016 World Series? 
 
Sigh. I can see now that honesty could lead to complete chaos. For the sake of peace, perhaps 
everybody should keep sucking up to everybody else. 
 
You’re my favorite readers. 
 
Also, my wife doesn’t tweet. As far as I know. 
 
-- 
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