
Clevinger K's 10 to stay hot as Tribe beats Sox 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- Walking White Sox outfielder Daniel Palka wasn't the ideal ending for Mike Clevinger's outing, but everything else up to that 
point warranted a standing ovation. And that's exactly what the Indians right-hander received from fans at Progressive Field on Tuesday night 
after another solid showing. 
 
It was a performance similar to teammate Trevor Bauer's from the day before, which saw Bauer allow three hits and strike out eight over seven 
scoreless innings. Clevinger struck out 10 over 7 2/3 innings of one-run ball to help the Indians to a 6-3 victory, their third straight. 
 
"I think it's a good thing if they can feed off each other," Cleveland manager Terry Francona said of the relationship between Clevinger and 
Bauer. "They can learn and that's important. They all go out together and watch their [bullpen sessions] and things like that so they can 
collaborate a little bit and also hold each other accountable." 
 
In games that Clevinger follows Bauer and faces the same opponent, he's 4-0 with a 2.20 ERA in 65 1/3 innings. In those starts he's allowed 17 
runs (16 earned) with a 58-to-18 strikeout-to-walk ratio. 
 
"I watch [Bauer's] sequencing a lot," Clevinger said. "I mean, we're different pitchers. We have similar arsenals, so I'll watch how he tunnels 
certain pitches with certain hitters and the way he attacks them, more so from the first and then the third time through [the lineup]." 
 
The start also marks the second straight outing Clevinger has dominated the White Sox. He struck out 11 over seven innings while allowing one 
earned run against them last Thursday. 
 
"He was commanding all of his pitches," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "His fastball had really good life. He was keeping the ball down 
below the zone. You saw him get a lot of checked swings on some of his breaking pitches. … He's got a pretty good repertoire and was able to 
command in the zone consistently throughout the whole ballgame." 
 
Clevinger settled in after giving up his only run in the first. Yoan Moncada led the game off with a double and later scored on a Jose Abreu 
single. After giving up a one-out single to Charlie Tilson in the second inning, Clevinger retired 13 straight. 
 
"When you're in that, that's probably the small amount of time you don't have to think about much besides the pitch that's being called," 
Clevinger said. "So once I kind of found my mechanics and I was moving well, it was kind of unconscious at that point when it comes to 
mechanical adjustments. 
 
"That's the funnest way to play. It's so hard to get to that spot and very rarely do you actually feel that way. But when you find that little tunnel 
and you can just focus on the game, it's a lot easier." 
 
Clevinger didn't issue a walk until the eighth inning, to Yolmer Sanchez, and he walked Palka two batters later. Neil Ramirez picked up the 
slack and retired the side after facing one batter. After Zach McAllister allowed two runs on a Moncada double in the ninth, Cody Allen came on 
and retired Abreu for his 15th save. 
 
The decision to send Clevinger out for the eighth was an easy one for Francona, and it's a decision the skipper said is well-deserved. 
 
"He's earned it, every bit of it," Francona said. "He's doing everything you would ever ask of any guy. He works hard. He's prepared. He 
competes like crazy. He's got three good pitches that seem to be getting better. 
 
"We're looking always for reasons to have the glass be half full. He gives you a lot of reason to feel that way." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Cleveland strikes for four: The Indians posted four runs in the second inning after White Sox starter Carlos Rodon allowed the first four batters 
to reach base. Yonder Alonso drove in Edwin Encarnacion on a single, and Brandon Guyer scored on a wild pitch. Francisco Lindor capped the 
big frame by driving in Alonso and Yan Gomes with a single. 
 
Though Cleveland knocked out Rodon after 6 1/3 innings, the rally was especially pleasing for Francona because of the White Sox left-hander's 
previous success against the Tribe. Rodon entered the game with a 2.43 ERA in 11 career appearances against the Indians with 68 strikeouts 
over 66 2/3 innings. 
 
"[Rodon] was fighting his command, but I thought we earned some of the fastballs we got to," Francona said. "Laying off some of those 
breaking balls isn't very easy to do. Yonder did it and then got a fastball he could handle. Because his stuff is really good. That breaking ball 
spins -- you could see it from the dugout -- especially to the left-handed hitters." 
 
The Indians tacked on two more in the seventh after Rodon left the game. Rajai Davis singled off White Sox reliever Bruce Rondon and came 
around on a double off the center-field wall by Michael Brantley, who scored on an Encarnacion single. 
 
SOUND SMART 
With stolen bases from Guyer and Davis. The Indians have 23 consecutive successful steals, marking their longest streak since 1974. The 
Brewers are the last team to have a similar streak, which ended at 24 in 2016. The two stolen bases also moved the Indians into fifth in the 
Majors with 48 this season. 
 



MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
For a moment, it looked like Abreu had his 12th home run of the season. In the third inning, he lined a 1-1 changeup from Clevinger down the 
left-field line over the 19-foot wall. It was initially ruled a fair ball and home run, but Francona chatted with second-base umpire Ted Barrett, 
prompting a crew chief review. After a 44-second replay review, the call was overturned. Abreu returned to the batter's box, and Clevinger 
proceeded to strike him out. 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Corey Kluber (10-3, 2.24 ERA) is scheduled to take the ball on Wednesday, when the Indians host the White Sox in a 1:10 p.m. 
ET tilt at Progressive Field. On Friday, Kluber exited after giving up a season-high four runs over a season-low five innings against the Twins. 
That snapped Kluber's quality start streak at 14 outings. It also ended his American League-record run of 26 consecutive starts of allowing 
three or fewer runs. Chicago will send Reynaldo Lopez (2-4, 3.35) to the hill in the finale of the three-game set. 
 
Tribe 'pen takes another blow: Marshall hits DL 
By Jordan Bastian and Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians have not installed a revolving door at the entrance to their bullpen. It just feels that way. 
 
Prior to Tuesday's game against the White Sox, Cleveland's ever-changing relief corps lost Evan Marshall to the 10-day disabled list due to 
inflammation in his right elbow. The reliever is scheduled to undergo an MRI exam on Wednesday to gather more information. To replace 
Marshall in the bullpen, the Indians purchased the contract of righty George Kontos from Triple-A Columbus. 
 
When Kontos throws a pitch for the Indians, he will become the 18th different player to make a relief appearance this season for the ballclub. 
That includes outfielder Brandon Guyer's first career pitching appearance on Saturday against the Twins. Only the Rays (21), Dodgers (19) and 
Marlins (19) have used more relievers this season than the Indians. 
 
Indians manager Terry Francona said the high level of turnover creates challenges not only for the manager and his coaches, but for the 
pitchers involved. 
 
"One, [you try to] get familiarity as quick as you can with what they do," Francona said. "The other thing is, it's easy for me to sit here and say, 
'Hey, just go pitch and compete.' But, when guys are pitching or playing and when the inning's over, they're like, 'Oh, I got 'em out. I can stay 
here,' and they're pitching for their baseball life, it is hard for them. I get it. 
 
"There's movement up and down. [Closer] Cody Allen knows when he has a bad inning, he's going to go out the next day and pitch if the 
situation calls for it. Other guys, sometimes there's a chance they're going to get sent down or designated. So, that makes it a little harder." 
 
Marshall exited Monday's 6-2 win over the White Sox after throwing a 1-0 pitch to Jose Abreu in the eighth inning and now joins relievers 
Andrew Miller (right knee), Tyler Olson (left lat strain) and Nick Goody (right elbow) on the DL for Cleveland. On Tuesday, Marshall compared 
the sensation he experienced to slamming your funny bone on a table. That was followed by numbness in his arm and tingling in his fingers. 
 
Kontos, 33, signed a Minor League contract with the Indians after being released by the Pirates on May 28. The righty posted a 5.03 ERA in 21 
appearances for Pittsburgh, but has since logged 7 2/3 shutout innings out of the bullpen for Triple-A Columbus. 
 
In 343 career games, Kontos has a 3.11 ERA in parts of eight seasons between stints with the Yankees, Giants and Pirates. The right-hander 
relies on a sinker, cutter and slider mix and turned in a 2.76 ERA in 219 big league games across the 2014-17 seasons. 
 
"Hopefully, he comes in and [helps us win]," Francona said. "We've all seen relievers that, they get a fresh start, they get on a roll, because of 
how volatile the relievers can be. I'm kind of looking forward to seeing him pitch." 
 
Tribe signs two Draft picks 
The Indians announced on Tuesday that they have signed Lenny Torres Jr., the No. 41 overall pick in the 2018 Draft. 
 
Torres, a 6-foot-1, 190-pound right-hander from Beacon High School (New York), was selected in the Competitive Balance Round A. The 
Indians received the pick after Carlos Santana signed with the Phillies in free agency during the offseason. According to MLB Pipeline's Jim 
Callis, Cleveland signed Torres for $1.35 million, below the $1,744,800 value assigned to the No. 41 pick. 
 
"[He's] an impressive kid," Indians director of amateur scouting Scott Barnsby said. "We saw him several times last summer. ... Lenny's been up 
to 96 [mph], [has] life to the fastball. It's a really quick arm. His slider has really progressed. We feel like he's got a chance to have a solid 
average-to-plus slider. A developing feel for the changeup. Throws strikes. Looking to develop him as a starter." 
 
Barnsby said when they got to No. 41 and Torres was available, he was an easy pick to make. 
 
"We spent a lot of time with Lenny," Barnsby said. "Not only at some offseason meetings, but we also spent a lot of time with Lenny and his 
family this spring and feel really comfortable and excited about adding Lenny to the organization." 
 
The Indians also signed seventh-round pick Cody Morris (No. 223 overall) on Tuesday. 
 
Morris, a 6-foot-5, 222-pound right-hander from the University of South Carolina, led the Gamecocks with a 9-3 record and posted a 3.46 ERA 
in 83 1/3 innings this season. 
 
  



Ramirez leads AL 3Bs; other Indians in ASG mix 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- After jumping out to a strong lead last week, Indians third baseman Jose Ramirez remains the top vote-getter among  American 
League third basemen in the newest update of the 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot, released Tuesday. 
Ramirez leads all AL third baseman with 893,530 fan votes, nearly 400,000 more than Miguel Andujar of the Yankees (509,188). The Astros' 
Alex Bregman (410,412), the Rangers' Adrian Beltre (249,080) and the Royals' Mike Moustakas (231,363) round out the top five. 
 
Ramirez sits near the top of many AL offensive categories. His 21 home runs rank third in the Majors, his .604 slugging percentage ranks fourth 
and his 4.2 WAR ranks second only to the Angels' Mike Trout's 6.1. 
 
Fans may cast votes for starters at MLB.com and all 30 club sites -- on computers, tablets and smartphones -- exclusively online using the 
2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot until Thursday, July 5, at 11:59 p.m. ET. On smartphones and tablets, fans can also access the ballot 
via the MLB At Bat and MLB Ballpark mobile apps. Each fan can vote up to five times in any 24-hour period, for a maximum of 35 ballots cast. 
 
Following the announcement of this year's All-Star starters, reserves and pitchers, fans should return to MLB.com and cast their 2018 Camping 
World MLB All-Star Final Vote for the final player on each league's roster. Then on Tuesday, July 17, while watching the 2018 All-Star Game 
presented by Mastercard live on FOX, fans may visit MLB.com to submit their choices for the Ted Williams Most Valuable Player Award 
presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 MLB All-Star Game MVP Vote. 
 
The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX Sports; in Canada by Rogers 
Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. FOX Deportes will provide Spanish-language coverage in the 
United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, 
MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. For more information about MLB All-Star Week and to 
purchase tickets, please visit AllStarGame.com and follow @MLB and @AllStarGame on social media. 
 
Ramirez broke out last season, and finished third in AL MVP Award voting. He set career highs with a .967 OPS and 29 home runs in 2017, 
and led MLB with 56 doubles. 
 
Ramirez has continued to hit well this season, and is on pace to eclipse his home run total from last season. He is one of four players this year 
with an OPS above .975. 
 
Several other Indians players appeared among the top vote-getters at their respective positions. Francisco Lindor (420,674) is third among 
shortstops, trailing the Orioles' Manny Machado (671,133) and the Astros' Carlos Correa (458,367). Michael Brantley (518,350) ranks fourth 
among outfielders, but trails third-place Yankees slugger Aaron Judge (1,061,370) by more than a half-million votes. 
Jason Kipnis (156,347) ranks fourth among second basemen, which is led by the AL's overall vote leader, Houston's Jose Altuve (1,572,101). 
Edwin Encarnacion (260,915) placed fifth among designated hitters, which is led by Boston's J.D. Martinez (1,119,263), while Yan Gomes 
(200,275) ranks fifth among catchers, led by the Rays' Wilson Ramos (678,159). 
 
Meisel: Two years later, memories of the Cavaliers’ t riumph remain impossible to forget 
Zack Meisel Jun 19, 2018  13   
The moment LeBron James dropped to the hardwood at Oracle Arena and pounded the floor with his right fist, fans flooded the streets of 
downtown Cleveland. 
 
They streamed out of Quicken Loans Arena, raced out of their apartments, ditched the suds-less bars, long tapped out of their alcohol supply. 
 
E. 4th Street was packed like a giant sardine can, with no wiggle room and no worries. Fans stood atop flimsy railings to try to better their view. 
Of what, exactly? Who knows? Who cared? There was no crash course for this, no instruction manual for how to react in the wake of a long-
awaited championship. Not in Cleveland, where it hadn’t happened in 52 years, and even then, when the Browns bested the Indianapolis Colts 
by 27 points on a late-December afternoon, it didn’t happen like this. 
 
This was a euphoric celebration and the happiest funeral on record, with the burial of the infamous curse and the overplayed montage of 
Cleveland meltdowns and the jokes about the city’s crumbling during the most critical sports moments. At last, there was a new definition for 
“The Shot.” There was a new meaning for “Only in Cleveland.” 
 
Everyone had envisioned the occasion, but there was no frame of reality to use as a foundation for that daydream. So, on the cramped, 
downtown streets, they stood together and screamed and jumped up and down. They passed flower pots and shopping carts over their heads 
through the crowd, just because they could. 
 
Away from the epicenter of the chaos, a couple of blocks from the most frenzied scenes, they wandered aimlessly like Walking Dead creatures, 
trying to process what unfolded on the other side of the country. They hugged and high-fived anyone who crossed their path. 
 
Strangers embraced as if they were spouses reuniting after spending months apart. They cried, they smiled, they laughed, they danced, they 
shouted. They tilted their heads back and opened their mouths to catch some of the bubbly being poured out of windows high above. 
 
In other cities, the championship gear and the confetti and the champagne-soaked locker room are regular sights. Not in Cleveland, where key 
fumbles and blown saves and 98-yard drives had come to define the town’s athletic standing. 
 



So, that night, that innocent, summer Sunday night two years ago created memories guaranteed to last a lifetime for anyone with ties to the 
city, the team or the aftermath. 
 
The Browns and Indians remain starved for a title, but some of the citywide pressure has dissipated. It doesn’t lessen the fan base’s desire, but 
maybe it makes acceptance of a shortcoming a bit easier to swallow. No, the Cavaliers couldn’t squeeze past the Warriors this season, but no 
one can erase the images of June 19, 2016, of the Cavs’ historic comeback against a prolific Golden State team. 
 
It galvanized the city like never before. Age, race, religion, political stance and social status didn’t matter. Everyone was a Clevelander first and 
foremost. 
 
When the sun rose on June 20, 2016, the stench of beer and champagne lingered throughout downtown. Empty cans and broken bottles were 
scattered across the streets. 
 
Clevinger strikes out 10 as Indians beat White Sox 6-3 
The Associated Press  
CLEVELAND (AP) -- Mike Clevinger has become a vital member of the Cleveland Indians' rotation. 
 
Clevinger struck out 10 and allowed one run in 7 2/3 innings, and Cleveland beat the Chicago White Sox 6-3 on Tuesday night. 
 
Clevinger (6-2) beat Chicago for the third time this season and was in command after giving up a first-inning run. He retired 13 straight between 
the second and sixth while allowing five hits. 
 
The right-hander, in his first full season as a starter, has earned the trust of manager Terry Francona. 
 
''He's doing everything you would ever ask of any guy,'' Francona said. ''He works hard. He's prepared. He competes like crazy. He's got three 
good pitches that seem to be getting better.'' 
 
Clevinger is pleased to know Francona has confidence in him. 
 
''Obviously, it took a process to get there with him, but I'm enjoying the benefits of getting that trust now,'' Clevinger said. 
 
Clevinger struck out a career-high 11 against the White Sox last week. This time, he was pulled after two walks in the eighth. He has held 
Chicago to three earned runs in 21 1/3 innings over three starts. 
 
''His fastball had a lot of life and his changeup was working pretty well,'' White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. ''Really, he's got a pretty good 
repertoire.'' 
 
Francisco Lindor's two-run single was the key hit in the second when Cleveland scored four times. Yonder Alonso, Michael Brantley and Edwin 
Encarnacion also drove in runs for the Indians. 
 
Yoan Moncada had a two-run double with two outs in the ninth off Zach McAllister. Second baseman Erik Gonzalez booted Yolmer Sanchez's 
ground ball putting two runners on. Cody Allen retired Jose Abreu on fly ball for his 15th save in 16 chances. 
 
Cleveland improved to 16-4 in its past 20 home games against Chicago. 
 
Carlos Rodon (0-2) allowed four runs in 6 1/3 innings. The left-hander made his third start of the season after having shoulder surgery in 
August. 
 
The White Sox lost their sixth straight and dropped a season-high 24 games under .500. Chicago is 11-23 against the AL Central. 
 
Abreu's single put Chicago ahead three batters into the game, but the lead lasted one inning. Alonso tied the game with an RBI single in the 
second, and Cleveland went ahead on Rodon's wild pitch. 
 
Lindor singled into right-center with runners on second and third for a 4-1 lead. Brantley and Encarnacion drove in runs in the seventh. 
 
Rodon pitched into the seventh inning for the first time this season, throwing 98 pitches. 
 
''I feel healthy and my arm feels good, but I've got to be better,'' he said. ''When you lose, you're never satisfied. It's good that I went into the 
seventh, but I really hurt myself in the second.'' 
 
Abreu had a home run overturned in the third. His drive down the left field line was called fair by third base umpire Lance Barksdale. The ruling 
was reversed after a review that lasted 44 seconds. Abreu then struck out. 
 
Moncada led off the first with a double and scored when Abreu hit a sharp ground ball through the right side. 
 
Brandon Guyer and Rajai Davis stole bases for the Indians, who have stolen 23 bases without being caught since May 23. 
 
HIGH NUMBER 



RHP George Kontos became the 17th pitcher to be in Cleveland's bullpen this season when he had his contract purchased from Triple-A 
Columbus. Kontos, 33, was released by Pittsburgh last month. RHP Evan Marshall (sore elbow) is on the 10-day disabled list. He was removed 
in the eighth inning Monday with the injury. 
 
CLEAN IT UP 
The White Sox committed three errors Monday and continued to struggle in the field Tuesday. Catcher Omar Narvaez threw the ball into center 
field when Guyer stole second base in the third. Rodon and Bruce Rondon threw wild pitches. 
 
The Indians were also sloppy. Jason Kipnis dropped a soft underhanded flip from Lindor that would have forced Abreu at second base in the 
first. Clevinger threw wildly trying to pick Charlie Tilson off first the following inning. Gonzalez's error forced Allen into the game in an inning that 
began with a 6-1 lead. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
White Sox: OF Leury Garcia (sprained left knee), who has been on the disabled list since May 24, has three hits and three runs in the first two 
games of his rehab assignment with Triple-A Charlotte. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Indians RHP Corey Kluber (10-3, 2.24 ERA), coming off a rare loss, starts the series finale. He allowed four runs in five innings - his shortest 
outing of the season - against the Twins on Friday. RHP Reynaldo Lopez (2-4, 3.26 ERA) starts for the White Sox. 
 
Indians-Twins-Baseball-14Indians relief pitcher Eva n Marshall throws against the Minnesota Twins on Ju ne 2 in Minneapolis. He was 
placed on the disabled list Tuesday.AP 
CLEVELAND — Yet another new arm joined the Indians bullpen Tuesday, with right-hander George Kontos added from Triple-A Columbus to 
replace righty Evan Marshall, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list with right elbow inflammation. 
 
Kontos, 33, was signed as a free agent June 3 after being released by Pittsburgh, where he appeared in 21 games and allowed 11 earned runs 
over 19 2/3 innings. 
 
The eight-year veteran, who owned a 3.11 ERA over 343 career relief appearances through Monday, didn’t allow a run in six games for the 
Clippers, striking out six over 7 2/3 innings. 
 
When Kontos appears, he will be the 18th reliever employed by the Indians, including outfielder Brandon Guyer. 
 
“I give our (front office) guys some credit, because rather than sitting there (Monday) night panicking because guys seem to be going down 
(with injuries), we’re getting some guys with major league experience, playoff experience,” manager Terry Francona said. “Hopefully, (Kontos) 
comes in and, we’ve all seen relievers that they get a fresh start, they get on a roll.” 
 
Indians relievers have been better as of late, thanks in large part to right-hander Neil Ramirez (2.84 ERA in 14 games through Monday) and 
lefty Oliver Perez (1.29 ERA in eight games). 
 
“They really calmed it down some,” Francona said. “Now, at the same time, (Zach McAllister) and (Dan Otero) started throwing the ball a little 
bit better. But Oliver’s been a blessing, especially with (left-handers) Andrew (Miller) and now (Tyler) Olson out. He’s not only got the lefties, for 
the most part, but we can leave him in to go left, right, left, because his stuff is good enough. And he holds his stuff from day to day.” 
 
Ramirez started slowly but the Indians stuck with him. 
 
“We talk all the time about the value of being patient, because with the arm he has, he’s got a big arm,” Francona said. “He’s bounced from 
team to team, because he has that arm and teams see it. But then, if he doesn’t have success, he moves on. I think we were patient enough 
where now we’re going to see the dividends of what he can do.” 
 
Marshall left Monday night’s game with the injury and will undergo an MRI on Wednesday. 
 
“He had a little bit of numbness (Monday) night, so there was no way that, even if we get a good report back, that he’s not going to need the 10 
days,” Francona said. 
 
Stop, thief 
Catchers Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez have always been difficult to run on, combining to throw out a major league-high 39.8 percent on 
stolen base attempts last year while permitting the fewest successful steals (50) in the big leagues for the second straight season. 
 
The duo entered Tuesday at only 20.9 percent, with Gomes throwing out 7-of-28 and Perez 2-of-15. 
 
“I think it’s a combination of things,” Francona said of the drop. “I think we had gotten so used to them throwing just about everybody out. We 
rarely pitch out because we value, especially our starting pitching, we don’t want to put them in a hole, let a hitter have a chance that maybe he 
shouldn’t. 
 
“I think both of them have gone through periods where their transfers, we’ve seen a few, especially with ’Berto, where he hasn’t had the transfer 
real clean. I think sometimes that’s a case where the guy knows he’s gotta make a perfect throw. In that case we’re probably not going to get 



him, either. So I think (bench coach Brad Mills) and I have tried to maybe more throwovers and things like that to try to give them more of a 
chance to throw guys out. And there’s frankly some other times where I’ll tell Millsie, ‘Let’s get the hitter.’ If they steal a base, I’d rather them 
steal a base than somebody hit a home run.” 
 
Bauer power 
Right-hander Trevor Bauer has always shown top-shelf ability at times, but he’s never been as consistently dominant as he’s been through his 
first 15 starts this season. 
 
The cerebral pitcher chalks it up to a simple equation — throw the ball down the middle and let his stuff do the work. 
 
“That’s been my idea. That’s been my approach the whole time (in my career),” said Bauer, who has a 2.50 ERA with 129 strikeouts over 100 
2/3 innings. “I just haven’t had the command to hit those spots in prior years and I haven’t had the repertoire set up to be able to split the plate 
three ways, both up and down, left and right. So a lot of it has to do with my command training that I do in the offseason that I developed, the 
differential command work that I do.” 
 
Bauer, who is always searching for unique ways to improve, revamped his delivery in 2013. 
 
“It’s not like I have 20 years with this delivery, you know? So there’s a lot of stuff that goes into it,” he said. “But also knowing that I have four, 
five, six-plus pitches on any given night and the confidence to be able to throw them. Just try to center-cut the plate and trust that the stuff is 
designed correctly so that it’s just tough to hit.” 
 
Star-studded 
MLB released its second update for American League All-Star voting, with six Indians among the top five at their position. The Yankees also 
have six players among the top five, with reigning World Series champion Houston leading the way with seven. 
 
Jose Ramirez leads the voting at third base, while shortstop Francisco Lindor is third. Outfielder Michael Brantley and second baseman Jason 
Kipnis are fourth, with Gomes and DH Edwin Encarnacion fifth. 
 
Roundin’ third 
Kipnis entered Tuesday with five homers on the season — four of them coming in his last 18 games. Kipnis was hitting .333 (14-for-42) with 
three homers, six runs and seven RBIs over his last 11 home games. 
With a left-hander on the mound Tuesday, Tyler Naquin was out of the lineup. He owns an 11-game hitting streak, which is the longest active 
streak in the AL. 
 
Knights 6, Clippers 2 | Clippers’ bats silent in lo ss 
Leury Garcia hit a two-run double and drew a bases-loaded walk Tuesday night to help send the host Charlotte Knights to a 6-2 win over the 
Clippers at BB&T Ballpark. 
 
The Clippers were beginning a series of seven road games at Charlotte and Gwinnett over six days. 
 
Garcia hit a fourth-inning live drive off of reliever Luke Eubank to right field to bring home Patrick Leonoard and Alfredo Gonzalez, who both had 
base hits, for a 4-0 lead. Clippers starter Ryan Merritt (0-1) had faced Leonard and one other batter in the fourth before being lifted after 59 
pitches. 
 
The Knights struck again for two more runs in the fifth. Eubank loaded the bases with one out when Clippers first baseman Nellie Rodriguez 
committed a throwing error on a groundout that allowed Matt Skole to score from third. With two outs and after Robert Zarate replaced Eubank, 
Garcia drew a bases-loaded walk to give the Knights a 6-0 lead. 
Merritt, making the second start of his rehab assignment, was scheduled to go either 60 pitches or four full innings. He allowed six hits and 
three runs while striking out five and walking none in 3 1/3 innings. He also gave up an RBI single to Skole and a home run to Avisail Garcia. 
 
Donn Roach (8-2) scattered six hits over six innings while striking out nine and walking none. The Clippers’ runs came off the Knights bullpen. 
Todd Hankins led off the eigthth with a double off of Tyler Danish, reached third base on a Francisco Mejia groundout and came home on a 
groundout by Yu Chang. In the ninth, Eric Stamets had an RBI double off of Jeanmar Gomez. 
 
The Clippers continue their three-game series at Charlotte on Wednesday night. Their next home game is Monday against Louisville at 
Huntington Park. 
 
TRIBE NOTES Indians 6, White Sox 3: Mike Clevinger continues dominant stretch against Chicago with anot her quality start 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle -TelegramPublished on June 19, 2018 | Updated 6:19 a . m. 
CLEVELAND — When Indians pitcher Mike Clevinger faces the Chicago White Sox, he makes them blue. 
 
Clevinger continued his dominant stretch this season against Cleveland’s Central Division rival, allowing just a run over 7 2/3 innings of a 6-3 
victory Tuesday night at Progressive Field. 
 
In three starts and three wins against the Sox covering 211⁄3 innings, the long-haired right-hander has limited them to only three earned runs — 
one per game — and 14 hits while striking out 28. 
 



Clevinger, who struck out 10 for his third double-digit-strikeout game of the season, has actually been pretty good against everybody. He 
notched his 10th quality start in 15 outings. 
 
“He’s doing everything we’d ever ask of a young (guy), any guy,” manager Terry Francona said of Clevinger, who posted his sixth victory and 
lowered his ERA to 3.00. “He works hard, he’s prepared, he competes like crazy, he’s got three good pitches that seem to be getting better. It’s 
fun as you watch young guys earn trust and see how far he’s come in a couple years. We’re looking always for reasons to have the glass be 
half-full. He gives you a lot of reasons to feel that way.” 
 
Clevinger’s goal was to pitch 200 innings this season, which would mean he was in the rotation for the long haul. He’s all but halfway there at 
99 innings. 
 
“Now we just gotta keep it going,” Clevinger said. “Me being satisfied almost sounds like you’re going to roll over. I don’t want to say that. I just 
want to keep this going.” 
 
Clevinger allowed a run three batters in on Jose Abreu’s single before locking in and retiring 22 of the last 28 batters he faced — one reaching 
on an error by second baseman Jason Kipnis. He retired 13 straight at one point. 
 
“I had a rough little first and then the offense picked me up. It was my turn to pick them up,” Clevinger said. “I just came out a little sluggish. 
Talking with Trevor Bauer between innings and I was just trying to figure out what was going on, why I wasn’t electric. I just had to keep 
everything moving, keep all the energy moving to the plate. Once I started getting the energy flowing toward the plate, everything went fast from 
there. 
 
“When you’re in that (zone), that’s probably the small amount of time you don’t have to think about much besides the pitch that’s being called. 
Once I kind of found my mechanics and I was moving well, I was kind of unconscious at that point when it comes to mechanical adjustments 
and that’s the funnest way to play.” 
 
Cleveland scored all of its runs off starting pitcher Jose Rodon in the fourth inning and with the benefit of only two hits. Shortstop Francisco 
Lindor had one of them, capping a four-run inning with a two-out, two-run single. 
 
“(Rodon’s) stuff is so good. His breaking ball, his slider is so good. In the inning we got the four, I thought our guys did a really good job,” 
Francona said. “He was fighting his command, but I thought we earned some of the fastballs we got to. Laying off some of those breaking balls 
isn’t very easy to do.” 
 
The Indians entered the ninth inning with a 6-1 lead and Zach McAllister on the mound, but had to turn to closer Cody Allen to end things after 
McAllister allowed a pair of runs. 
 
Allen retired the dangerous Abreu on a fly ball to right field with two on to earn his 15th save in 16 opportunities. 
 
The Indians stole two bases, with Brandon Guyer getting his first of the year in the third inning and Rajai Davis his 13th in the seventh. They 
extended Cleveland’s successful steal streak to 23. 
 
Covering the Bases: Game 72 
by Jordan Bastian 
FIRST: It happened over and over during Spring Training. One of Trevor Bauer’s weighted baseball would go missing when the time came for 
him to head out to the practice fields. 
 
Over and over, Bauer would discover that Mike Clevinger had swiped it from his locker to use for his own daily workouts. It evolved into a kind 
of running joke, with Bauer giving Clevinger a hard time about not just buying his own, and Clevinger making cracks about being a good 
teammate. 
 
On the surface, they do not look like the type of people — the free-spirited, long-haired Clevinger and the scientifically-inclined Bauer — who 
would be fast friends, but there’s a lesson there. 
 
“That’s a case of judging a book by its cover,” Bauer said, “before you get to know us and understand what makes us tick.” 
 
What makes them tick is baseball and a fiery competitiveness. That is common ground enough to create an environment in which Bauer and 
Clevinger push each other and help one another, while collectively striving to become two of the better pitchers in the game. 
 
Clevinger was one of the people who convinced Bauer to work on adding a slider. Bauer has helped Clevinger hone his in-between start 
routine, which includes long toss and the weighted-ball drills (sometimes with one borrowed from Bauer’s locker). 
 
In Cleveland’s rotation, Clevinger has typically followed Bauer this season. That has been the case in 13 of Clevinger’s 15 turns. Nine of those 
have come against the same opponent Bauer took on in the previous game. In those nine games, Clevinger has gone 4–0 with a 2.20 ERA in 
65.1 IP (58 K, 18 BB). 
 
Yes, Clevinger studies Bauer’s approach and takes some notes for his own upcoming outing. 
 



“I watch his sequencing a lot,” Clevinger said. “We have similar arsenals, so I’ll watch how he tunnels certain pitches with certain hitters and the 
way he attacks them, more so from the first and then the third-time through. I really pay attention to it to see what he did. And that third time, to 
throw them off.” 
 
On the season, Clevinger is now 6–2 with a 3.00 ERA, 3.19 FIP, 8.2 K/9 and 0.6 HR/9 in 99 innings. He ranks 11th among MLB starters in 
fWAR (2.3) — one spot below Corey Kluber (2.5). In fact, the Indians have four starters in the top 20 in baseball. Bauer leads the way at 3.6 
(5th) and Carlos Carrasco is 20th with 1.9. 
 
Bauer also leads the Majors in pitchers per game at 109.3. Clevinger ranks second in the American League and third in baseball with 104.1 
pitches per game. That is a source of great pride for Bauer. Clevinger? 
 
“Not so much pitch count,” Clevinger said with a laugh. “I want the innings. I want to have more innings than anyone in the league. But, I’d like 
to have nine innings in 99 pitches, where he’s like, ‘I want to throw 200 pitches a game.’ I want to do it in as little as possible.” 
 
SECOND: Bauer and Clevinger have also leaned on each other during their starts, too. Take Tuesday night for example. 
 
In the first inning, Clevinger allowed a leadoff double to Yoan Moncada and — two batters later — helped Chicago to a 1–0 lead by giving up an 
RBI single to Jose Abreu. After the frame, in which he logged 23 pitches and faced six batters, Clevinger sought Bauer’s feedback in the 
dugout. 
 
“I just came out a little sluggish,” Clevinger said. “I was talking with T.B. in-between innings and I was just trying to figure out what was going 
on, why I wasn’t as electric. And I just had to keep everything moving, keep the energy moving towards the plate. 
 
“I was getting kind of stagnant once my leg lifted. And once I sttarted getting energy flowing towards the plate, everything went fast from there.” 
 
After giving up a one-out single to Charlie Tilson in the second, Clevinger set down the next 13 batters he faced in order. Following the run-
scoring hit in the first, the White Sox went 3-for-26 against the righty. 
 
That steady showing as the game wore on convinced manager Terry Francona to let Clevinger log 114 pitches in 7.2 innings. After Clevinger 
walked a second batter in the eighth, putting two on with two outs, Francona handed the ball to Neil Ramirez, who escaped the jam unscathed. 
 
Francona didn’t hesitate when asked what it has been like to trust Clevinger to pitch deep into games. 
 
“He’s earned it, every bit of it,” Francona said. “He’s doing everything you would ever ask of any guy, but a young guy. He works hard. He’s 
prepared. He competes like crazy. He’s got three good pitches that seem to be getting better. 
 
“It’s fun as you watch young guys earn trust. And to see how far he’s come in a couple years, it gets exciting. We’re looking always for reasons 
to have the glass be half full. He gives you a lot of reason to feel that way.” 
 
Similarly, Clevinger was asked what it is like as a young pitcher to know he’s earned that trust. 
 
“I definitely enjoy it,” said the pitcher. “Obviously, it took a process to get there with him, but I’m enjoying the benefits of getting his trust now.” 
 
THIRD: Before Tuesday’s game, I was telling Brandon Guyer that — like him — my son wears №6, uses an Axe bat and keeps getting hit by the 
pitch. MLBastian Jr. is 8 years old and experiencing his first year of kid-pitch Little League. 
 
“So, he’s like me 20 years ago?” Guyer said with a laugh. 
 
My poor son has been hit in the back, shin, foot, arm and a few other places. 
 
 
Right on cue, Guyer was hit by a pitch from Carlos Rodon in the second inning Tuesday night. 
 
That put two runners aboard with no outs. Yonder Alonso followed with an RBI single and then Yan Gomes drew a walk to load the bases. One 
more run came in via a wild pitch and then Francisco Lindor cashed in another pair with a hit to center. Just like that, Cleveland had a 4–0 lead. 
 
Against Rodon, that was an important rally for the Tribe. Coming into the night, the lefty had a 2.43 ERA in 11 career outings against Cleveland. 
 
“His stuff is so good,” Francona said. “His breaking ball, his slider is so good. In the inning we had the four, I thought our guys did a really good 
job. He was fighting his command, but I thought we earned some of the fastballs we got to. Laying off some of those breaking balls isn’t very 
easy to do.” 
 
HOME: The Indians added a pair of stolen bases in Tuesday’s victory. 
 
Brandon Guyer swiped second and moved to third on an error by catcher Omar Narvaez in the third inning. Rajai Davis stole second in the 
seventh, moved to third on a wild pitch and scored on a double by Michael Brantley. 
 



The Indians have now pulled off 23 successful steals in a row, marking the longest such streak for Cleveland since at least 1974, according to 
the team. It’s the longest such run in MLB since the Brewers had 24 in a row during the 2016 season. 
 
The Tribe now has 48 steals on the season, ranking the team third in the American League and fifth in the Majors. Cleveland’s 5.6 BsR (per 
Fangraphs) is 3rd in the AL and sixth in MLB. Overall, the Indians have been successful on steal attempts 80-percent of the time. 
 
Tito’s pregame minutiae: June 19 
by Jordan Bastian 
Update on Evan Marshall (10-day DL, right elbow): 
 
TF: “He’s going to get an MRI tomorrow. So, right now, we’re just calling it an elbow injury. You know what he said last night was he felt the flick 
of like his tendon. And he had a little bit of numbness last night, so there was no way that, even if we get a good report back, that he’s not going 
to need the 10 days. So, we’ll know a lot more tomorrow.” 
 
On being intrigued by what George Kontos can add to the bullpen: 
 
TF: “Yeah, yeah. I give our [front office] guys some credit, because, man, rather that sitting there last night panicking because guys seem to be 
going down, we’re getting some guys with Major League experience, playoff experience. Hopefully, he comes in and [helps us win]. We’ve all 
seen relievers that, they get a fresh start, they get on a roll, because of how volatile the relievers can be. I’m kind of looking forward to seeing 
him pitch, yeah.” 
 
On what Neil Ramirez and Oliver Perez have meant to the ‘pen: 
 
TF: “They really calmed it down some. Now, at the same time, Mac and O.T. [Zach McAllister and Dan Otero] started throwing the ball a little bit 
better at the same time. But, it’s kind of rare that you see in June, you get two guys and they’re pitching that late in the game. But, Oliver’s been 
a blessing, especially with Andrew and now Olson out. He’s not only got the lefties, for the most part, but we can leave him in to go left, right, 
left, because his stuff is good enough. And he holds his stuff from day to day. 
 
“Neil, we talk all the time about the value of being patient, because with the arm he has, he’s got a big arm. He’s bounced from team to team, 
because he has that arm and teams see it. But then, if he doesn’t have success, he moves on. I think we were patient enough where now we’re 
going to see the dividends of what he can do. Like I said, we talk all the time about being patient. It doesn’t always work, but if you’re not 
patient, you don’t get to find out. But, I mean, the success he’s having, to me, doesn’t look like it’s fleeting. He’s got a mid-90s fastball and his 
breaking ball’s got some depth to it now. He throws strikes. It gets exciting.” 
 
On the production out of the bottom of the lineup: 
 
TF: “It’s been a lot of different names. It certainly helps your chances to win when [those guys contribute]. The usual guys — [Michael] Brantley, 
[Francisco] Lindor — we need those guys and they know it. But, it’s nice to get contributions from one through nine, it really, it just [helps] when 
you don’t give the opposing pitcher an inning off. A guy like Raj [Davis] that’s not hitting for a real average, but when he gets on he can cause 
some havoc. And he can run a little bit more free, because he’s at the bottom of the lineup. Roberto [Perez] last night with a huge hit. It’s 
certainly a better recipe for success when you’re getting contributions all over the place.” 
 
On Perez not being affected by the hit-by-pitch on his hand: 
 
TF: “No, he’d been really sick. Actually, he even said to me last night, ‘Maybe this is a good thing,’ because he really wasn’t jumping at the ball. 
He was just staying back and he drove the ball twice the other way, made a really nice throw early in the game. But, I bet you he slept good, 
too.” 
 
On the caught-stealing percentage being down this year for Cleveland’s catchers: 
 
TF: “I think it’s a combination of things. I think we had gotten so used to them throwing just about everybody out. We rarely pitch out because 
we value, especially our starting pitching is so good, we don’t want to put them in a hole, let a hitter have a chance that maybe shouldn’t. I think 
both of them have gone through periods where their transfers [had issues]. We’ve seen a few, especially with ‘Berto, where he hasn’t had the 
transfer real clean. I think sometimes that’s a case where the guy knows he’s got to make a perfect throw. In that case, we’re probably not 
going to get him, either. So I think Millsie and I have tried to maybe, maybe more throw overs and things like that to try to give them more of a 
chance to throw guys out. And there’s frankly some other times where I’ll tell Millsie, ‘Let’s get the hitter.‘ If they steal a base, I’d rather them 
steal a base than somebody hit a home run.” 
 
On Shane Bieber’s poise: 
 
TF: “It doesn’t surprise us, because we’ve had so many reports on him. It’s something we really value and it will certainly serve him well. It can 
be a separator, I think. He doesn’t throw 98. It’s firm enough. But not just with him, but with everybody — if you get guys like that — there are 
going to be rough times, too. You have to get through it. You can’t just be good when it’s 72 and sunny. I think some of the characteristics he 
has certainly will serve him well.” 
 
On the challenges that arise when cycling through so many relief pitchers (17 to date): 
 



TF: “One, [you try to] get familiarity as quick as you can with what they do. The other thing is, it’s easy for me to sit here and say, ‘Hey, just go 
pitch and compete.’ But, when guys are pitching or playing and when the inning’s over, they’re like, ‘Oh, I got ’em out. I can stay here,’ and 
they’re pitching for their baseball life, it is hard for them. I get it. There’s movement up and down. Cody Allen knows when he has a bad inning, 
he’s going to go out the next day and pitch if the situation calls for it. Other guys, sometimes there’s a chance they’re going to get sent down or 
designated. So that makes it a little harder. 
 
“I remember we talked the spring before this year, Chris [Antonetti] and I talked to that group of relievers. That was why. Sometimes these 
things are going to happen, but if they can just do their job without thinking about that, they’re going to be better off.” 
 
Indians 6, White Sox 3: 10 Walk-Off Thoughts on Mik e Clevinger, Trevor Bauer and a baseball relationsh ip that’s finding results 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 10 Walk-Off Thoughts on the Indians’ 6-3 win over the Chicago White Sox Tuesday night. 

1. Trevor Bauer is calculated in every facet of his baseball life. Mike Clevinger is unorganized and free, enjoying the beautiful randomness of 
life. Bauer delves into spread sheets and spin rates and data and research. Clevinger doesn’t want to bog down his mind, clouding it with any 
unnecessary details. Any image of Bauer leads you to a mad scientist in a lab, jotting down equations on a giant blackboard. Think of 
Clevinger, and he’s more-so placed in a 1970s van on the way to Woodstock, just enjoying the ride. 

2. The two, in some ways, are polar opposites with how they might take in information and use it to their advantage. And yet, Bauer and 
Clevinger have been paired together in a now invaluable baseball relationship. And it is one that has helped Clevinger in his breakout 2018 
season. 

3. Bauer has talked to Clevinger about mentally attacking a tough inning as to not allow it to snowball. On Tuesday night, Clevinger said he was 
asking him in-between innings about why things might not be clicking. And, Clevinger has been following Bauer each time through the rotation, 
looking to pick up anything useful with a lineup he might be about to face. They are the Indians’ version of the odd couple. And they have 
helped one another reach new heights. 

4. Said Clevinger: “I watch his sequencing a lot. I mean, we’re different pitchers. We have similar arsenals, so I’ll watch how he tunnels certain 
pitches with certain hitters and the way he attacks them, more so from the first and then the third-time through. I really pay attention to it to see 
what he did. And that third time, to throw them off. And, just in-between with the weighted ball stuff. He still helps me out with my routine with 
weighted balls when I get a little bit out of line and stuff like that.” 

5. The two also have to take different paths to the same goal. Bauer could throw all night and his arm would feel fine. He probably dreams of a 
four-digit pitch count. Clevinger knows he has to be mindful of that limit creeping up on him. 

6. Said Clevinger: “I’m a little bit different. Not so much pitch count. I want the innings. I want to have more innings than anyone in the league. 
But, I’d like to have nine innings in 99 pitches, where he’s like, ‘I want to throw 200 pitches a game.’ I want to do it in as little as possible.” 

7. After Clevinger’s strong start against the White Sox Tuesday night—7 2/3 innings, one earned run allowed, 10 strikeouts—he’s now 8th in 
the American League in fWAR among qualified starters at 2.3, one slot behind Corey Kluber, who has 2.5 fWAR. His 3.00 ERA is 10th. His 3.19 
FIP also ranks him 8th, against one spot behind Kluber. He’s been one of the better starting pitchers in the AL this season, all the while 
operating as the Indians’ No. 4 starting pitcher (before Carlos Carrasco’s placement on the DL). 

8. It’s been harped on repeatedly, but Clevinger’s goal before the season was clear: throw 200 innings. That means being efficient enough, 
good enough, conditioned enough to be able to do it. When he’s struggled, he’s been critical of himself. When he’s pitched well but he didn’t 
finish strong, he’s been critical of himself. He wants to be able to go deeper into starts without Indians manager Terry Francona having a quick 
trigger finger. 

9. He’s now thrown 99 innings prior to the halfway mark of the season, the seventh-most innings among AL starting pitchers. And he’s proving 
he’s joined the ranks of Kluber, Bauer and Carrasco as pitchers who Francona can trust later into games. 

10. Said Francona: “He’s earned it, every bit of it. He’s doing everything you would ever ask of any guy, but a young guy. He works hard, he’s 
prepared, he competes like crazy, he’s got three good pitches that seem to be getting better. It’s fun as you watch young guys earn trust and 
see how far he’s come in a couple years. It gets exciting. We’re looking always for reasons to have the glass be half full. He gives you a lot of 
reason to feel that way.” 

Indians 6, White Sox 3: Mike Clevinger pitches into  8th, strikes out 10 against overmatched White Sox 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: There is a good chance that, some day in the not-so-distant future, the Chicago White Sox will sport a wealth of young talent at 
the major-league level, complement that young corps with some veteran experience and again stand as contenders in the American League 
Central. 

But that day was not Tuesday, and the Indians cruised to another win over their rebuilding divisional foe, this time by a score of 6-3 at 
Progressive Field. 

Like Trevor Bauer on Monday night, Indians starting pitcher Mike Clevinger had little trouble navigating the White Sox lineup. Clevinger (6-2) 
tossed 7⅔ strong innings, allowing one run on five hits and striking out 10. He lowered his ERA to 3.00 and notched his third double-digit 
strikeout game of the season. 

Clevinger has dominated the White Sox (24-48) all season. In three starts against them, he has posted a 3-0 record and a 1.27 ERA in 21⅔ 
innings. 

After a shaky first inning, Clevinger settled down. Yoan Moncada led off the first with a double to left field and scored on Jose Abreu’s one-out 
single to right field, putting the White Sox up 1-0. From that point, Clevinger allowed only three hits over his final 6⅔ innings. 



The Indians (39-33) responded in the second inning against White Sox starting pitcher Carlos Rodon. Edwin Encarnacion led off with a walk 
and Brandon Guyer was hit by a pitch. Yonder Alonso followed with an RBI single to right field to tie it 1-1, and Yan Gomes walked to load the 
bases before Jason Kipnis and Rajai Davis were retired. 

Rodon (0-2) wasn’t able to escape the inning, though. With two outs, Francisco Lindor singled to right field to score two and give the Indians all 
the runs they’d need. 

An inning later, Guyer singled, stole second base and advanced to third on a throwing error by catcher Omar Narvaez and then scored on a 
wild pitch, making it 4-1. 

The Indians piled on in the seventh against reliever Bruce Rondon. Rajai Davis singled and stole second base, bringing the Indians’ total of 
successful stolen base attempts to 23 in a row. That’s the longest such streak by the Indians since 1974. 

Michael Brantley followed with an RBI double that went in and out of the glove of center fielder Adam Engel. Brantley then scored on 
Encarnacion’s run-scoring single to left field, extending the Indians’ advantage to 6-1. 

Moncada doubled home two runs off Zach McAllister in the ninth inning to make it 6-3 before Cody Allen got the final out for his 15th save. 

Akron Beacon Journal LOADED: 06.20.2018 

Indians notebook: Daily turnover in bullpen continu es as Evan Marshall goes on DL 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The revolving door that is the Indians’ 2018 bullpen is still spinning. 

Evan Marshall left Monday night’s game after experiencing some elbow discomfort and was placed on the 10-day disabled list Tuesday, two 
days after left-hander Tyler Olson also hit the disabled list. 

Marshall will undergo an MRI on Wednesday before the team has more of a set timetable on his return. 

Marshall said “he felt the flick of like his tendon,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “And he had a little bit of numbness [Monday] night, so 
there was no way that, even if we get a good report back, that he’s not going to need the 10 days. So, we’ll know a lot more [Wednesday].” 

In his place, the Indians on Tuesday selected the contract of right-handed reliever George Kontos from Triple-A Columbus. 

Kontos, 33, struggled this year with the Pittsburgh Pirates, posting a 5.03 ERA with a 4/1 K/9 rate in 19⅔ innings. He was an intriguing option 
for the Indians because of his having a previous track record of success in the big leagues with a career 3.11 ERA and 7.3 K/9 rate in eight 
seasons. 

Kontos, along with left-hander Marc Rzepczynski and a slew of others, was brought in recently on a minor-league deal to add some low-risk 
depth to a bullpen that has struggled to remain consistent. 

Olson’s placement on the 10-day DL paved the way for Marshall to return to Cleveland, and Marshall’s injury in turn has brought Kontos into the 
mix. Once Kontos makes his first appearance, he’ll be the 17th pitcher to enter the game in a relief role for the Indians this season. 

“I give our [front office] guys some credit because, man, rather that sitting there [Monday] night panicking because guys seem to be going 
down, we’re getting some guys with major-league experience, playoff experience,” Francona said. “Hopefully, he comes in and, we’ve all seen 
relievers that they get a fresh start, they get on a roll, because of how volatile the relievers can be.” 

While the names haven’t remained the same for long, the Indians bullpen as a group has found a better recent footing than during a disastrous 
stretch earlier this year. 

With Olson and Andrew Miller both on the DL, lefty Oliver Perez has made a key contribution, allowing only one run in seven innings. Neil 
Ramirez has also given the bullpen a boost, sporting a 2.84 ERA in 12⅔ innings and throwing his name into the ring as a setup man. Dan Otero 
(2.08 ERA) and Zach McAllister (1.35) ERA have also been better in June, helping to bridge the gap to closer Cody Allen. 

“[Perez and Ramirez] really calmed it down some,” Francona said. “Now, at the same time, Mac and OT started throwing the ball a little bit 
better. But, it’s kind of rare that you see in June, you get two guys and they’re pitching that late in the game. Oliver’s been a blessing, especially 
with Andrew and now Olson out. … I think we were patient enough to where now we’re going to see the dividends of what [Ramirez] can do.” 

Sick game 

It wasn’t exactly Michael Jordan being carried off the floor, but Roberto Perez turned in a quality performance in Monday night’s 6-2 win against 
the Chicago White Sox, and he did it while under the weather. 

Perez nearly didn’t play the game but helped starter Trevor Bauer in the first inning by throwing out a would-be base stealer and then in the 
second ripped a two-run double off the wall in right field. 

“I didn’t have any energy today — coming into the game I didn’t know if I was going to play or not because of the way I felt,” Perez said after the 
game. “But it was just, bases loaded and I was trying to put the ball in play and not trying to do too much. Maybe that’s what I need. I need to 
be sick for the rest of the season. 

“It was nice to get a couple of runs on the board for Bauer. I felt really good after that one.” 
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Trevor Bauer's 'tunneling' strategy aims to make Clev eland Indians pitcher more effective late in games 

By Joe Noga 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Trevor Bauer isn't trying to reinvent the wheel, but he is putting his own spin on a pitching strategy that aims to make him 
more effective as he gets deeper into each start for the Cleveland Indians. 



After pitching seven innings of shutout ball against Chicago on Monday, Bauer credited the "tunneling approach" he's developed with making 
his pitching repertoire more effective late in games. 

"I try to throw everything right down the middle, start it down the middle and let it break," he said. "I can split the plate three different levels, 
north and south, east and west." 

Bauer said his four-seam fastball ends up at the top of the strike zone. His cut fastball and changeup end up mid-level, and his curveball ends 
up down in the zone. Bauer's two-seam fastball moves right and his newly-developed slider moves left. 

Trevor Bauer gets a little scientific on his pitch repertoire and even mentions a "Gyro-Slider." #RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/pDy7uQvTm1 

-- SportsTime Ohio (@SportsTimeOhio) June 19, 2018 

The more Bauer is able to execute those spots with each pitch, the more confusion he creates for hitters because they see the same look over 
and over, and the ball moves in different directions at different speeds. 

"I get better in executing those spots as the game goes along and the confusion factor mounts," he said. 

Bauer says the strategy has helped him focus on commanding his pitches in the strike zone and led to greater pitch count efficiency, helping 
him get deeper into each start. He said it's been his approach throughout his career, he's just been more effective in hitting his spots this year 
thanks to developing greater command of his pitches. 

"I haven't had the repertoire set up to be able to split the plate three ways, both up and down, left and right," he said. "A lot of it has to do with 
the differential command training that I do in the offseason and refining my delivery after the changes I went through in 2013." 

Manager Terry Francona credits some of Bauer's development to maturity on the part of the pitcher, but also pointed out that it's nice to be able 
to dig deep and know you've got what it takes to finish a hitter off. 

"I give him a lot of credit for keeping his arm in such good shape that he can rear back late in the game and he can find more fastball when he 
needs it," Francona said. 

Is Trevor Bauer having an All-Star season? 

After another stellar outing, Bauer is making a case for it. #RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/IL7WlMBKOQ 

-- SportsTime Ohio (@SportsTimeOhio) June 19, 2018 

Another important key, Bauer said, is having faith in the composition of each of his pitches and the confidence to throw them in any given 
situation. 

"Just try to center-cut the plate and trust that the stuff is designed correctly so that it's just tough to hit," he said. 

Francona sees Bauer becoming more effective the deeper he goes into each start. 

"What's so impressive is as he gets into the game it just seems like he gets better," Francona said. "He holds his stuff and because he hasn't 
been going so many deep counts and his stuff gets better, he's every bit as effective." 

Bauer said he is satisfied with the impact that adding a slider to his game plan has had on the rest of his pitches. So far, the pitch has been 
better than he would have imagined, even if it's not quite yet a top five pitch in the league by his own estimation. 

"It's a testament to the people that I worked with that suggested and that encouraged me to add that lateral breaking pitch, and the knowledge 
they have," he said. "Overall, it's been extremely encouraging. It's played better than what I could've imagined." 

Jose Ramirez remains in position to start All-Star Ga me for Cleveland Indians, Francisco Lindor slips to third at SS 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Jose Ramirez is all alone atop the balloting for a starting spot at third base in the Major League Baseball All-Star Game 
next month in Washington D.C. 

Teammate Francisco Lindor dropped to third among American League shortstops, trailing Baltimore's Manny Machado and Houston's Carlos 
Correa in the latest fan vote. 

Lindor (420,674 votes) has been selected for the AL in two All-Star games before his 24th birthday, but he's never won a starting spot. 

Ramirez (893,530), was the only Indians player picked to start in last year's midsummer classic, is nearly 400,000 votes ahead of Yankees 
rookie Miguel Andujar. Lindor slipped one spot to third, trailing second-place Correa by 37,000 votes. 

Indians catcher Yan Gomes (200,275) climbed into fifth at the position, trailing Tampa Bay's Wilson Ramos, New York's Gary Sanchez, Brian 
McCann of Houston and Salvador Perez of Kansas City. 

Voting continues online through July 5. Fans can vote up to five times a day here.  

Other Indians top vote-getters include outfielder Michael Brantley, who continues to rank No. 4 behind Mike Trout of Los Angeles, Aaron Judge 
of New York and Boston's Mookie Betts. 

Second baseman Jason Kipnis and designated hitter Edwin Encarnacion are the only other Indians starters to rank among the top five at their 
respective positions in the latest ballot. Kipnis, who ranked No. 5 last week, leapfrogged Oakland's Jed Lowrie for the fourth spot in the latest 
ballot. 

Indians players, including Ramirez and Carlos Carrasco, were seen Saturday in the Tribe's clubhouse filling out their ballots for pitchers and 
reserves who will be announced in the weeks leading up to the game. 

The 2018 MLB All-Star Game takes place July 17 at Nationals Park. 

American League All-Star voting leaders 



Cleveland Indians select contract of RHP George Kon tos; RHP Evan Marshall on disabled list 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The faces in the Indians' bullpen keep changing. 

Veteran right-hander George Kontos had his contract selected from Class AAA Columbus on Tuesday after right-hander Evan Marshall was 
placed on the 10-day disabled list. Marshall injured his right elbow in the eighth inning Monday night against the White Sox at Progressive Field. 

The Indians signed Kontos, 33, on June 3 after he'd been designated for assignment by the Pirates. In six outings at Columbus, Kontos struck 
out six and did not allow a run in 7 2/3 innings. He has pitched eight years in the big leagues, going 18-18 with two saves and a 3.11 ERA in 
343 appearances with the Yankees, Giants and Pirates. 

Kontos made 21 appearances with the Pirates this year before being DFA'd. He went 2-3 with a 5.03 ERA and one save. He allowed 11 earned 
runs in 19 2/3 innings with nine strikeouts, five walks and four homers allowed. 

Marshall posted a 7.71 ERA in 10 appearances with the Indians. He allowed six earned runs and 12 hits in seven innings. 

If and when Kontos takes the mound for the Indians this year, he'll be the 18th player to make a relief appearance for them. Last year, when the 
bullpen had the lowest ERA in the big leagues, they used 12 primary relievers. 
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Thou shall steal: Cleveland Indians, Chicago White Sox lineups for Tuesday night, Game No. 72 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians are on a roll when it comes to stealing bases. 

They've stolen 21 straight without getting caught. It marks the longest streak by an Indians team, according to STATS LCC, since at least 1974. 
The longest streak of successful steals in MLB belongs to the 2016 Milwaukee Brewers with 24 straight stolen bases without being caught. 

Overall, the Indians have stolen 46 bases in 58 attempts (79 percent). Rajai Davis leads the way with 12 steals in 15 attempts followed by 
Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez with nine each in 11 attempts. Recently demoted Greg Allen had four in four attempts, while Bradley 
Zimmer, on the DL at Class AAA Columbus, went 4-for-5. 

Cleveland Indians' Mike Clevinger is 3-0 against Wh ite Sox this season after 6-3 win 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Mike Clevinger pitches in a hurry. He does so with energy and a purpose and if he gets a lead early, he's a hard man to 
catch. 

The Indians scored four runs in the second inning Tuesday night and Clevinger took it from there, speeding away from the White Sox on the 
way to a 6-3 win at Progressive Field. 

Clevinger (6-2, 3.00) allowed one run in 7 2/3 innings to beat the White Sox for the third time this season. He's posted a 1.27 ERA with 21 
strikeouts in 14 2/3 innings against Chicago. 

The Indians did their early scoring against left-hander Carlos Rodon and their late scoring against Bruce Rondon. 

Rodon (0-2, 4.41), in his second straight start against the Tribe, lost the strike zone in the second. He started the inning by walking Edwin 
Encarnacion and hit Brandon Guyer with a pitch. Yonder Alonso, with one hit in his previous eight at-bats against Rodon, singled to right to tie 
the score at 1-1. 

Yan Gomes followed Alonso's single with a walk to load the bases. Rodon almost escaped with minimal damage by retiring Jason Kipnis and 
Rajai Davis on pop ups. He did throw a run-scoring wild pitch with Davis at the plate to score Guyer for a 2-1 Indians lead. 

Terry Francona on Mike Clevinger, strategy vs Carlos Rodon 

Francisco Lindor, however, did not let Rodon slip out the back door. He blooped a two-run single into center for a 4-1 lead. Lindor came into the 
game hitting .393 (11-for-28) against the White Sox. 

"He jammed me with a fastball," said Lindor. "Sometimes you hit it hard and they catch it. Sometimes you hit it soft and they drop. It was great 
placement." 

The White Sox took a 1-0 lead in the first on a leadoff double by Yoan Moncada and a single by Jose Abreu. 

Clevinger, after allowing a run on two hits in the first, held the White Sox to three hits and two walks over the next 6 2/3 innings. In the eighth, 
he emptied his tank with two strikeouts and two walks before Neil Ramirez relieved to get the final out of the inning. 

When Clevinger takes the mound, he is fully invested. In 10 of his last 12 starts, he has thrown 104 or more pitches, including 114 Tuesday.  
He reached double digits in strikeouts for the third time this year and third time in his career. 

"I came out a little sluggiish early," said Clevinger. "I was talking to TB (Trevor Bauer) between innings trying to figure out what was going on. . 
.why I wasn't as electric. 

"I just had to keep everything moving. Keep the energy moving toward the plate. I was getting kind of stagnant once my leg lifted. When I 
started getting energy flowing toward the plate, everything went fast from there." 

Clevinger came into the season with the goal of throwing 200 innings. He's thrown 99 in his first 15 starts. 

Mike Clevinger on Trevor Bauer and catcher Yan Gomes 

To Clevinger that's a good start. Last year he threw 121 2/3 innings, but he's not satisfied. 



"I just want to keep it going," he said. "Being satisfied, sounds like you're going to roll over. I won't say that. I just want to keep this going." 

The Indians made it 6-1 with two runs in the seventh as Michael Brantley doubled home Rajai Davis. Encarnacion delivered Brantley with a 
single. 

Guyer and Davis each stole a base and scored Tuesday. The Indians have now stolen 23 straight bases without being caught. 

Things grew tense in the ninth as Zach McAllister gave up a two-run double to Moncada. Still, he should have been out of the inning if not for 
Erik Gonzalez's two-out error on Yolmer Sanchez's routine grounder to second. 

Cody Allen came into the game and retired Abreu on a fly ball to right for his 15th save. He is two shy of tying Bob Wickman for the franchise 
lead with 139. 

What it means 

The Indians are 7-2 against the White Sox and 21-13 in the AL Central. 

The pitches 

Rodon threw 98 pitches, 62 (63 percent) for strikes. Clevinger threw 114 pitches, 77 (68 percent) for strikes. 

Not so fast, big man 

Abreu, Chicago's first baseman, sent a liner down the left field line in the third inning that was originally ruled a home run. Crew chief Ted 
Barrett asked for a review of the play and it took 44 seconds to turn the homer into a long strike. 

Clevinger ended the at-bat by striking out Abreu. 

Thanks for coming 

The White Sox and Indians drew 20,394 fans to Progressive Field on Tuesday night. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m. with a temperature of 76 
degrees. 

Next 

The Indians and White Sox conclude this three-game series on Wednesday at 1:10 p.m. with Corey Kluber (10-3, 2.24) facing right-hander 
Reynaldo Lopez (2-4, 3.26). SportsTime Ohio and WTAM/1100 will carry the game. 

Kluber will be making his second start against the White Sox this season. He beat them on May 30 with six scoreless innings and 10 strikeouts. 
Kluber is coming off just his second loss of the season, a 6-3 defeat to the Twins. 

Lopez is coming off a no decision against the Tigers. He's 0-2 against the Tribe in three starts. He lost to Kluber and the Indians on May 30, 
allowing seven runs in 2 2/3 innings. 
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Cleveland Indians sign RHP Lenny Torres Jr., their third choice in the June draft 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians have signed right-hander Lenny Torres Jr., their third pick in the June draft. 

Torres posted a 0.68 ERA (three earned runs in 41 innings) with 85 strikeouts at Beacon High School in New York, N.Y. He was committed to 
attending St. John's University before signing with the Tribe. 

The Indians took the 6-2, 185-pound Torres with the 41st pick overall in the draft. They received the pick as part of Competitive Balance Round 
A between the first and second round. 

The Indians also signed right-hander Cody Morris, their seventh-round pick out of the University of South Carolina. Morris was 8-3 with a 3.68 
ERA in 15 starts for the Gamecocks. He struck out 83 and walked 30 in 78 1/3 innings. 

The Tribe has still not signed their top two picks -- high schoolers catcher Noah Naylor and right-hander Nathan Hankins. 

The slot value for Torres was $1,744,800. The slot value for Morris was $185,600. 

The Indians have signed 26 of the 42 players they selected in the draft. 

Reliever Kelvin Herrera lands in Washington, D.C., not with the Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - A reliever the Indians needed, one who could have stabilized an unstable bullpen, was traded to the Washington 
Nationals on Monday. 

The Royals sent closer Kelvin Herrera to the Nationals for three prospects - third baseman Kelvin Gutierrez, outfielder Blake Perkins and right-
hander Yohanse Morel. 

To what extent the Indians were involved in the pursuit of Herrera can be debated, but it's safe to say they kicked the tires. They were duty 
bound to with a bullpen that will use its 18th reliever this season when right-hander George Kontos, just promoted from Class AAA Columbus, 
gets in a game. 

Perhaps the Indians didn't want to give up three prospects to rent Herrera for the last 3 1/2 months of the season. Maybe the Royals wanted 
something more from the Tribe if they were going to trade him within the division. It's a problem that has hounded the Indians before. Money 
may have been a part of it, but the Royals have already absorbed a healthy portion of Herrera's $8 million salary for 2018. 



Herrera would have solved a lot of manager Terry Francona's problems. He could have used him as Cody Allen's set-up man and let Andrew 
Miller have as much time as he needed to strengthen his right knee. Francona could have switched Allen and Herrera's roles on occasion if one 
was getting overworked just like he did last year with Miller and Allen. 

This year Herrera is 1-1 with a 1.05 ERA and 14 saves in 27 games. He's struck out 22 and walked two in 25 2/3 innings. 

Perhaps the Indians have another move in mind. The performances of Neil Ramirez, Oliver Perez and Allen have quieted the turmoil in the pen, 
but for how long? They have four relievers on the disabled list, counting Evan Marshall who was placed on the DL Tuesday to make room for 
Kontos. That does not count the forgotten and still ailing arms of Danny Salazar, Ryan Merritt and Cody Anderson. 

Perez, signed June 2, is their only lefty in the pen with Miller and Tyler Olson on the DL. Just in case, the Indians signed lefty Marc Rzepczynski 
to a minor-league deal and shipped him to Class AAA Columbus, which has become more of a bullpen holding company than their top farm 
club. So give the front office points for being nimble enough to plug the seemingly never-ending holes in the bullpen's break wall. 

Then again, if they would have just signed a legitimate set-up man to replace Bryan Shaw over the winter - and ownership would have green-
lighted the expense - perhaps all this may have been avoided. 

The Tribe's bullpen has posted a 3.05 ERA in June, which is a big improvement from the 8.07 it registered in May. But overall, it still owns the 
second-highest ERA in the AL at 5.42. 

Testing, testing: Marshall will get an MRI on his right elbow on Wednesday. He left Monday's game against the White Sox after allowing 
consecutive singles to Yoan Moncada and Yolmer Sanchez in the eighth inning of the Tribe's 6-2 victory. 

"You know what he said last night was he felt the flick of like his tendon," said Francona. "And he had a little bit of numbness last night, so there 
was no way that, even if we get a good report back, that he's not going to need the 10 days. So, we'll know a lot more tomorrow." 

Status quo: Miller has been away from the team for the last two days for a personal reason. Francona said the Indians were going to give Miller 
a "couple of days to do what he's gotta do. I'm not sure if he's even coming in today or tomorrow." 

Where's the thunder? Edwin Encarnacion is in a mini-slump. He entered Tuesday night's game against the White Sox hitting .088 (3-for-34) 
with no extra base hits and one RBI. The numbers are better since May 1 -- .271 (38-for-140) with 10 homers, 31 RBI in 27 games. 

Finally: In the last four games, the last three hitters in the Tribe's lineup has combined to hit .302 (13-for-43) with one homer and seven RBI. 

"It's been a lot different names (at the bottom of the order)," said Francona. "It certainly helps your chances to win. We need the usual guys - 
Michael Brantley, Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez - but it's nice to get contributions from one through nine." 
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ndians, Clevinger deal White Sox sixth consecutive loss 

Daryl Van Schouwen  

CLEVELAND — One inning — and what a bad one it was — was all that separated White Sox left-hander Carlos Rodon from the usual good 
stuff he shows against the Indians. 

Rodon, making his third start of the season and second in six days Tuesday against a team he was 4-1 with a 2.43 ERA against going in, 
opened with a perfect first inning, including strikeouts of Michael Brantley and Jose Ramirez. 

And then in the second, Rodon labored through the worst inning he has ever experienced at Progressive Field, throwing six balls to start it, 
walking two, hitting Brandon Guyer and uncorking a bases-loaded wild pitch in a 6-3 loss. 

Rodon (0-2, 4.41 ERA) almost wriggled out of all that with two runs allowed, but a well-placed two-out single by Francisco Lindor scored two 
more and gave the Indians a 4-1 lead. After that, Rodon strung four scoreless innings and pitched into the seventh for his longest start of the 
season. He retired 11 of the last 12 batters he faced. 

“It’s good I went into the seventh, but that second inning really hurts,’’ Rodon said. “You can’t hurt yourself like that.’’ 

He was upset with himself for not protecting a lead after Yoan Moncada (double) and Jose Abreu (RBI single) produced a run in the first inning 
against Mike Clevinger (6-2), who struck out 10 in 7‰ innings of one-run ball while improving to 3-0 with a 1.24 ERA in three starts against the 
Sox this season. 

“That’s two starts in a row where I hurt myself walking guys,’’ Rodon said. “You’ve just got to get ahead, and that stuff can’t happen.’’ 

The American League Central-leading Indians (39-33) won for the eighth time in their last nine games at home against the Sox (24-48). 

Mixed bag for Moncada 

Moncada struck out twice and doubled twice, his second two-bagger driving in two runs in the ninth. 

An infield error brought Abreu to the plate as the tying run, forcing the Indians to bring in closer Cody Allen, who picked up his 15th save. Abreu 
(1-for-5) flied out to right to end it. 

Moncada’s whopping strikeout total reached 100, second in the majors to the Rangers’ Joey Gallo, who has fanned 109 times. 

No way, says Jose 

Abreu, who leads AL first basemen in fan voting for the July  17 All-Star Game in Washington, wasn’t interested in participating in the Home 
Run Derby when he was an All-Star in 2014, and that won’t change if he makes his second appearance. Abreu said he participated in three 
home-run competitions in Cuba and hit a total of six. 

“My swing is not cut out for that,’’ he said. 

Abreu said his approach to hitting isn’t conducive to hitting batting-practice home runs. 



 “It’s tough for me because if you want to hit homers, you have to pull the ball,’’ he said. “And my mindset, my approach as a hitter, is to hit the 
ball to right field. You can’t do that and win home-run derbies.’’ 

This and that 

Charlie Tilson went 3-for-4, all singles, raising his average to .280. 

† Class A Winston-Salem outfielder Joel Booker went 3-for-4 with a lead-off homer and four RBI in the Carolina League all-star game and was 
named MVP. 

† Class AA catcher Zack Collins won the Southern League Home Run Derby 
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White Sox’ Abreu would be all in for All-Star Game, not Home Run Derby 

 

Daryl Van Schouwen 

 

CLEVELAND — Jose Abreu hasn’t changed his view of the Home Run Derby. 

It’s still not for him. 

Abreu, who leads American League first basemen in fan voting for the All-Star Game in Washington in July, wasn’t interested in participating in 
baseball’s long ball competition when he participated in the Mid-Summer Classic as a rookie in 2014, and that won’t change if he makes his 
second appearance this year. 

“If I’m in the All-Star Game, that’s OK, but [the derby] isn’t one of my goals,” he said through translator Billy Russo. 

With 636,666 votes, Abreu leads the Red Sox’ Mitch Moreland (472,245) and the Astros’ Yuli Gurriel (368,863) at his position in the second 
voting update released Tuesday. 

Abreu, who hit 36, 30, 25 and 33 in his first four full seasons in the majors and has 11 this year to go with a .283/.338/.500 hitting line and 26 
doubles, said he enjoys watching the Home Run Derby, but he participated in three competitions in Cuba and said he hit a total of six homers. 

“I said, ‘This is not for me.’ ‘My swing is not cut out for that,” he said. 

Abreu goes to the plate thinking about hitting the ball the opposite way and will turn on pitches over the inner half of the plate. He uses the 
whole field and rarely tries to go deep. 

“A few times [I’ve tried to hit a home run] but it’s not easy,” he said. “When I go to home plate with that approach, it doesn’t happen. So I don’t 
try to mess around with it.” 

Abreu, one of the first Sox to arrive at the park every day, is very much into his routine, including everything from the way he tapes his bats at 
his locker to his approach during batting practice. Going off his grid and taking part in a home run derby would threaten to mess with the habits 
that make him a success. 

“It’s tough for me because if you want to hit home runs, you have to pull the ball,” he said. “And my mindset, my approach as a hitter, is to hit 
the ball to right field. You can’t do that and win home run derbies.” 

Besides, “I don’t have the patience to take the time, wait between all the at-bats and try to hit homers,” he said. “Too long between at-bats.” 
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