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Luis Perdomo uneven again 
as Padres swept by Brewers 
Kevin Acee  

The Padres want to win, and those players who give them the best chance to do so will be on the 
field. 

That means Luis Perdomo can’t have very many more games like he did Saturday, when he 
allowed five runs in four innings in a 7-3 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers that completed a sweep 
of the season-opening series. 

And Perdomo knows it. 

“I have to work on the consistency,” he said. “If I don’t, somebody else is going to come and take 
my spot.” 

The 24-year-old right-hander is in his third season with the Padres, and the team has been clear 
about him needing to earn any remaining stay. 

“It’s time for him to go,” manager Andy Green said. “… I’m not going to get into how much leash 
he has. We believe in Luis’ upside. It’s just time to go.” 

The Perdomo experiment continued a familiar course. He threw 96 pitches, just 55 of those 
being strikes, and allowed seven hits. 

The Brewers’ 2-3-4 hitters – Christian Yelich, Lorenzo Cain and Travis Shaw – were 7-for-7 with 
five RBIs and four runs off Perdomo. 

A two-run home run by Freddy Galvis in the second inning and Eric Hosmer’s RBI double in the 
third went for naught as Perdomo struck out seven but was plagued by what has become his 
predictable unevenness. 

After allowing a run, he struck out the final two batters in the first inning. He then struck out 
two of the three batters he faced in a 1-2-3, nine-pitch second inning. Two of those four 
strikeouts were punctuated by his slipping sliders just into the zone, freezing the batters who 
watched them go by. 

“He’s got it,” Green said. “… It’s two years on the roster. It’s just one outing, and it wasn’t a great 
outing, but it’s time for him to go. It’s time for him to step up and attack. The challenge is there 
out in front of him.” 

With Tyson Ross set to be called up to start Tuesday against the Colorado Rockies, rookie Joey 
Lucchesi pledged a chance to prove he should stay and the hope that Dinelson Lamet returns 
within a month, there just might not be room for a pitcher who can’t get outs consistently, no 
matter how talented he might be. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/lorenzo-cain-PESPT0015134-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html


  

 3 

Perdomo could also be pushed by the man who replaced him Saturday. Left-hander Robbie 
Erlin, who had Tommy John surgery, pitched in a game for the first time since April 17, 2016, 
throwing three scoreless innings before allowing two runs in the eighth. 

The Padres this spring pushed Perdomo to be more aggressive, as well as more consistent in 
executing pitches to certain lanes. There were enough signs of progress that they believed he 
could continue taking steps in the majors. If he doesn’t do so soon, they could perhaps decide to 
have him season in the minors, something they have talked about doingand seemed like it might 
be a real possibility just a few weeks ago. 

“I think I do have to worry about those things – not out of concern, but I have to take care of my 
job,” Perdomo said through an interpreter. “I have to worry about this position. I know if I don’t 
someone else is going to come here and try to take my spot. That consistency is what I need. ... I 
need to work on that. If I do, that will bring results. That should happen sooner than later.” 

Elsewhere, too, it is clear already that playing time on the Padres is at a premium at certain 
positions for certain players. 

“It’s not going to be predicated on age or experience or youth or where we’re going as an 
organization,” Green said before the game. “Whoever plays well, we’ll get them out there again.” 

Green was speaking primarily about third base, where in the season’s third game he started a 
third different player. 

Saturday, it was Christian Villanueva, who may have the most urgency with which to show he 
has a future with the Padres. 

Opening-day starter Chase Headley has no future with the team beyond this season, but his 
experience is valued for the time being. Cory Spangenberg has a thicker resume and more 
positional versatility than Villanueva. 

He “is a guy we want to find out about,” Green said. 

Villanueva’s power is intriguing, but he will need to do better than his 0-for-4 Saturday. After 
starting hot, Villanueva finished with one hit in his final 23 spring training at-bats. 

The lineup was further altered when Wil Myers was scratched due to back “tightness.” Hunter 
Renfroe made his first start of the season. Renfroe is expected to start in right field against left-
handed pitchers with Myers sliding over to left and Jose Pirela moving from left to second base. 
With Myers out, Carlos Asuaje stayed at second and Pirela in left. 

Renfroe tripled in the second and scored on Galvis’ homer, which gave the Padres a 2-1 lead. 

It was 3-3 before Perdomo gave up two runs in the top of the fourth, clearly frustrating Green, 
who essentially put the loss on Perdomo. 

“Just understanding the psychology of baseball,” the manager said. You lose two tough baseball 
games, you come back and you answer back early to take a lead, you answer back again and give 
it right back again. It’s tough.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-starting-rotation-ross-young-perdomo-20180312-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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Finally, Padres' Robbie 
Erlin relishes return from 
Tommy John surgery 
Jeff Sanders  

Saturday’s three-plus-inning relief appearance officially marked Robbie Erlin’s return from 
Tommy John surgery, a near-two-year journey with the sort of ups and downs that accompany 
most elbow reconstructions. His status as a patient, in Erlin’s mind, ceased when the moment he 
walked off a mound the final time last October during the fall instructional league. 

The offseason was going to be standard. His spring training would be intense. The apprehension 
about his reconstructed elbow would disperse. This was the only way forward. 

 “It can wear you down,” Erlin said. “That first thought when you wake up every morning is, 
when you’re goiung through the rehab process or even before, is ‘How’s my elbow?’ But there 
was none of that this offseason. It was just go and play baseball.” 

On Saturday, he finally did. 

For real. 

In a 7-3 loss, his 3 2/3 innings goes down as something more than a footnote in a season-
opening sweep at the hands of the Brewers. First, they spared a bullpen that chewed through 
relievers the first two days of the season and was poised to use a few more when starter Luis 
Perdomo labored with 96 pitches in four innings. More important, they represented the next 
step for Erlin after the 27-year-old left-hander established his health – and intent to make this 
team – this spring. 

He allowed two runs on three hits and a walk but both crossed the plate in his fourth inning of 
work. Before that, Erlin threw 22 of his first 34 pitches for strikes in allowing just one hit 
through three scoreless frames, his first big league action since April 17, 2016. A broken-bat 
single in his first plate appearance – his first hit since 2014 – helped mark the occasion. 

Erlin was back. Officially. Finally. 

“It was nice to get back on the mound in an actual baseball game – a regular season baseball 
game,” he said. “It was awesome. I definitely had some nerves going. The game was a little fast at 
first, but it was nice to get in there and try to get settled.” 

That, of course, had been the goal for quite some time for Erlin. 

Only Cory Spangenberg, Austin Hedges and Colin Rea have been in the organization longer than 
Erlin, with the Padres drafting that trio a little more than a month before acquiring two minor 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-brewers-series-finale-0331-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-brewers-series-finale-0331-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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league arms from the Rangers – Erlin and Joe Wieland – for Mike Adams at the 2011 trade 
deadline. 

Erlin’s path forward since then has been anything but a straight climb. 

Elbow tendonitis limited him to 11 starts at Double-A San Antonio the following summer. He 
debuted in the majors in relief in April 2013, made his first opening day roster the following 
spring and then saw a tender elbow cost him most of 2014. 

He’d spent virtually all of 2015 at Triple-A El Paso when, three appearances into his return to 
the majors the following April, his elbow was barking again. 

This time, his ulnar collateral ligament needed to be replaced. It would be nearly two years – 
and several stops and starts – before Erlin climbed Petco Park’s mound again. 

“There's a soft spot in my heart for Robbie, obviously,” Padres pitching coach Darren 
Balsley said. “Just because he's been here so and worked so hard. You feel for a guy like that who 
goes through rehab for a couple years, has setbacks. He really never got down. He just kept 
working toward the goal of pitching.” 

Which he did Saturday night. 

Balsley spoke of him not as a Tommy John patient – but as an asset. 

“He’s past that,” Balsley said. “He built a lot of innings in spring training. He didn’t show any 
signs of fatigue. He’s ready to go and I thought he threw the ball really well. … He located his 
pitches well. He changed speeds. He kept us in the ballgame when we needed to be kept in the 
ballgame until the end. He did exactly what a middle man does. Plus, he saved the pen.” 

He could do quite a bit more before season’s end. 

Padres manager Andy Green all but put Perdomo on notice after Saturday’s disappointing start. 
The rotation is already down Dinelson Lamet. Tyson Ross has yet to establish himself since his 
thoracic outlet syndrome surgery. Bryan Mitchell remains a question mark. The organization’s 
pitching prospects – other than Joey Lucchesi – are still on the come. 

Erlin, however, is already working in long relief and on his way back. Saturday was just the latest 
step in the right direction. 

“I thought he's been good,” Green said. “He's got a good fastball that gets in on right-handed 
guys and he did that fairly well today. His change-up was good today. I think he ends up giving 
up the run on a breaking ball to (Christian) Yelich and Yelich found a hole pretty much. It wasn't 
really hard contact. 

“I thought Robbie, all spring coming back from Tommy John and being out for a long time, I like 
where he is.” 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-adams-%28baseball%29-PESPT000009861-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-brewers-series-finale-0331-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
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First pitch: 'Pen limited 
after Brad Hand's rocky 
night 
Jeff Sanders  

Brad Hand needed just 19 pitches to get through two innings on opening day. He threw 10 more 
than Friday before walking off the mound with his worst appearance in a Padres uniform. He 
will be off Saturday night. 

He’s likely not the only one either as the Padres look to avoid a sweep. 

 “It’s not rocket science,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “I don’t think any manager is going 
to throw his three main guys three straight days to start the season. We’re limited.” 

Those three main guys, of course, are Hand, Kirby Yates and Craig Stammen. 

The latter has thrown 21 pitches in striking out two through two perfect innings, while Yates has 
thrown 28 in striking out two, walking one and allowing one hit in 1 2/3 innings. 

Hand, meanwhile, looked like he might breeze through a second straight appearance when he 
got a called strike and a whiff on his first two pitches to Manny Pina to start the ninth. 

The Brewers’ catcher then dropped a soft single near the left-field foul line. The floodgates 
trickled open from there – single, error, single and a run-scoring groundout– before Ryan 
Braun’s three-run homer ended a 127-game winning streak when entering the ninth with a lead 
at Petco Park. 

“I felt good playing catch,” Hand said Friday night after allowing five runs – two earned – in the 
ninth. “I told Andy I was good to go. I felt like I was efficient (on opening day) and didn’t throw 
many pitches. … I just made some mistakes when I was ahead in the count. They put some good 
swings on some good pitches. It’s just one of those days where it didn’t work out.” 

Sunday, fun day 
Sunday’s off day is the first for the Padres since 1995, when they had two: Aug. 13 in San Diego 
and Sept. 10 in St. Louis. This is the first Easter Sunday – when it fell in-season – that the 
Padres have not been scheduled to play, according to the Elias Sports Bureau, and the first idle 
Easter Sunday since their high school days for a number of Padres. 

They will take advantage of it. 

Chase Headley’s day, for instance, will include church in the morning, a barbecue in the 
afternoon and plenty of egg-hunting in between with his two young boys, Colt and Cale. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-braun-PESPT000009929-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-braun-PESPT000009929-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
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“I certainly wasn’t in pro ball,” Headley said of his last Easter Sunday off. “I didn’t even realize. I 
didn’t even notice when the schedule came out. (My wife) Casey saw it and said, ‘You’re kidding 
me. You’re off on Easter.’ 

“It’s cool.” 

Extra bases 

• OF Franchy Cordero (groin) was due to have at-bats – but not run – Saturday in 
Peoria, Ariz. With the full-season affiliates leaving to start their seasons, Cordero is 
expected to move his rehab schedule to San Diego early next week. 

• Green has not confirmed that RHP Tyson Ross will be brought up to start Tuesday’s 
game against the Rockies, but he did rule out LHP Clayton Richard starting that game. 

• 1B Eric Hosmer was presented with his first Silver Slugger Award before Saturday’s 
game. 

PITCHING MATCHUP | Brewers at Padres 
Game 3: 5:40 p.m. Saturday 

Brewers LHP Brent Suter (3-2, 3.42 in 2017) 

• The 28-year-old is making his first career appearance against the Padres. He is 5-4 with a 
3.40 ERA, 79 strikeouts and a 1.31 WHIP in 103 1/3 career innings in the majors (36 
games, 16 starts). 

Padres RHP Luis Perdomo (8-11, 4.67 in 2017) 

• The 24-year-old lowered his ERA from 5.71 was a Rule-5 rookie in 2016 to 4.67 last year, 
his first full season in the rotation. Perdomo led all NL starting pitchers with a 61.8-
percent groundball rate in 2017. 

On deck 
The Padres will enjoy a rare Easter Sunday off at home. Former Padres manager Bud Blackand 
his Rockies arrive Monday for the start of a four-game series to end the season-opening 
homestand. 

 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
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Padres won’t delay young 
MacKenzie Gore’s start to 
2018 
Jeff Sanders 

It’s not uncommon for high-school-aged pitchers to start their first full year of pro ball in 
extended spring training to build up innings. MacKenzie Gore, of course, one of a kind. 

The Padres’ top pitching prospect and one of the best in the game, the 19-year-old Gore is 
expected to begin accruing innings from the get-go when the minor league season starts 
Thursday. The club has yet to announce rosters for their full-season affiliates, but low Single-A 
Fort Wayne is a likely destination after Gore – the No. 3 overall pick last summer – turned in a 
lights-out debut in the rookie-level Arizona League (1.27 ERA, 34 Ks, 21 1/3 IP). 

 “MacKenzie is obviously very advanced,” Padres farm director Sam Geaney said. “He had 
enough innings between high school and the summer that I think we feel comfortable with him 
going out now. We don’t want to get ahead of ourselves, but he’s going to move fast enough to 
where we’re going to need to put a lot of innings on him so that he’s ready.” 

Many of last year’s high school-aged arms – think Adrian Morejon, Reggie Lawson and Mason 
Thompson – had their seasons delayed until mid-May to give them an opportunity to pitch in a 
playoff atmosphere, a developmental check-box for the organization. The six-man rotations 
employed at both A-ball affiliates also helped govern young pitchers’ workloads. 

Gore’s resume presents a different opportunity. 

He threw approximately 80 innings as a high school junior and roughly 100 last year between 
his final high school season and his pro debut. The organization won’t place a hard cap on Gore’s 
workload in 2018, but 120-130 innings would be a logical progression. 

A strong spring only adds to the belief that he can handle it. 

“Credit to our scouts, because he came as advertised,” Geaney said. “I think we were all pretty 
blown away last year, albeit with a fairly short amount of innings.” 

Bonus pools 
The Padres will have $9.65 million to spend on their 2018 draft choices, the eighth-largest bonus 
pool according to MLB.com. The assigned value of their first-round pick – No. 7 overall – is 
$5,946,000 and their next pick – Competitive Balance Round A (38th overall) – is valued at 
$1,878,000. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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The pool applies to picks inside the first 10 rounds and anyone who signs for more than 
$125,000 in Rounds 11-40. 

As for the upcoming July 2 international period, the Padres can spend up to $5,404,500, 
although the team is barred for signing players for more than $300,000 after blowing past 
spending limits for a 2016-17 class that included pitchers Michel Baez ($3 million) and Morejon 
($11 million) and outfielder Jorge Ona ($7 million). 

MLB notified clubs of both pool amounts earlier this week. 

Notable 

• RHP Michel Baez developed a lower back issue in December and will not start the 
season with an affiliate. He’s pitching in games in Peoria, Ariz., but has not yet built up 
his innings. Both Baez and RHP Chris Paddack, who is coming off a 2016 Tommy John 
surgery, could start their season toward the end of April. RHP Jacob Nix (groin) will 
also be delayed to start the season, as he was last year. 

• SS Fernando Tatis Jr., the top prospect in the organization, will return to Double-A 
San Antonio to start the season, according to a Saturday afternoon tweet (@tatis_jr). The 
19-year-old hit .255/.281/.327 with a homer, six RBIs and three steals in 14 games after 
his promotion from lowSingle-A Fort Wayne last summer. 

• RHP Anderson Espinoza, who is also coming off Tommy John surgery last summer, is 
throwing from 90 feet. The Padres expect him to get to at least 120 feet before he starts 
mound work. Espinoza likely will not pitch in games before the fall instructional league. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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UPDATED: Wil Myers, 
battling bad back, not in 
Saturday lineup 
Kevin Acee 

Wil Myers is not in Saturday’s lineup for the series finale against the Milwaukee 
Brewers. 

“I feel fine,” Myers said before the game. “They just want me to take two days and go 
from there.” 

Green said Myers could be available to pinch-hit Saturday, though the manager would 
prefer to take full advantage of Sunday’s day off. 

Despite hitting .362 and showing no overt signs of being injured as he played right 
until the end of spring training, it was revealed Friday night Myers has been bothered 
by back stiffness for a couple weeks. 

The Padres right fielder was lifted for a pinch-runner in the seventh inning of Friday’s 
8-6 loss to the Brewers. 

“It’s been bothering me for a while now,” Myers said after the game. “It’s one of those 
things where it doesn’t hurt to do do anything. It’s more standing and walking that 
gets me. … Before too long, it will be fine.” 

Manager Andy Green described Myers’ status on Friday night as day-to-day. 

“I should be in there tomorrow,” Myers said after Friday’s game. “I told Andy. … I feel 
good. I didn’t want to come out.” 

Hunter Renfroe was always set to start in right field Saturday night against Brewers 
left-hander Brent Suter. If Myers were healthy, he would have played left field with 
Jose Pirela moving from left to second base. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

Myers got his first two hits of the season Friday. 

While mostly appearing unaffected, he was seen stretching his back at first base and 
breathing deeply as if in pain after his fourth-inning single. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
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After a bloop single in the seventh, with him having appeared to wince briefly after 
getting out of the way of an inside pitch earlier in the at-bat, he was replaced at first 
base by Matt Szczur. 

“I thought he’d gone long and hard enough at that point,” Green said. “We’ll check in 
with him. It’s a day-to-day thing at most. He played seven innings. If I was of the 
mindset he was going to hurt himself, he wouldn’t have played seven. Our trainers felt 
like he was in decent enough shape to play. It was just a little tight. … He was playing 
through it. You’d see little things, if you were paying close enough attention, where it 
was bothering him a little bit throughout the day.” 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-szczur-PESPT0015573-topic.html
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Perdomo opens season with a Major problem 
Right-hander hit hard by Brewers, could lose rotation spot or even roster spot 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Mar. 31st, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO --- All offseason, the Padres pointed to this year as a crucial one in the 
development of right-hander Luis Perdomo. It's off to a rocky start. 

Perdomo was hit hard for five runs in four innings, as San Diego dropped its third straight to 
open the season, a 7-3 loss to Milwaukee at Petco Park on Saturday night. What's worse: The 
same issues seemed to plague Perdomo. He struggled with his control, walking four, and the 
strikes he threw were entirely too hittable.  

"He's better than that," said Padres manager Andy Green. "He wasn't good today. There's really 
no other way around it." 

The usual suspects did the damage for the Brewers. Lorenzo Cain and Christian 
Yelich combined for eight hits on the night, wrapping up a series in which they went 15-for-28 in 
their first three games for their new club. 

Padres newcomer Eric Hosmer posted his second consecutive two-hit night, and the San 
Diego offense rallied twice to erase early deficits. Perdomo simply couldn't hold serve. 

. 31st, 2018 

"It's two years on the roster [for Perdomo]," Green said. "It's just one outing this year, and it 
wasn't a great outing. But it's time for him to go. It's time for him to step up and attack. The 
challenge is out there in front of him." 

If the 24-year-old sinkerballer doesn't meet that challenge, he could find himself at Triple-A for 
the first time in his career. (In 2016, Perdomo was thrust on the scene a bit prematurely as a 
Rule 5 pick out of Class A Advanced in the Cardinals system.) Perdomo seems to understand 
the task at hand. 

"I have to take care of my job," Perdomo said. "I have to worry about this position. If I don't, I 
know someone else is going to come here and try to take my spot. That's the name of the 
game." 

Left-hander Robbie Erlin could be one candidate to do so. He was a rotation hopeful all spring 
before being moved to the 'pen at the end of camp. On Saturday, he entered in relief of 
Perdomo and tossed 3 2/3 solid innings in his first appearance since 2016 Tommy John 
surgery. 

Erlin held Milwaukee scoreless in the fifth, sixth and seventh innings. But the Brewers finally got 
to him in the eighth, when -- who else? -- Cain and Yelich smacked back-to-back RBI singles. 

. 31st, 2018 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/456715/lorenzo-cain
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
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"They're a good team," Green said. "You make mistakes to the heart of their order, they're going 
to make you pay. Those are real hitters in the middle of their order. You're going to have to 
score with those guys to beat them." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Freddy on fire: The Padres brought Freddy Galvis on board during the offseason largely for 
his slick glove. Through three games, he's certainly done his part with the bat, too. Galvis 
launched a two-run homer Saturday night, his fifth hit in three games this series. The blast 
plated Hunter Renfroe, who made his first start and tripled in his first at-bat. 

. 31st, 2018 

Fourth-inning woes: The Padres tied the game at 3 on Hosmer's RBI double in the third, but 
that score wouldn't last long. Perdomo quickly recorded two outs in the following frame, but the 
third proved elusive. He walked Eric Thames before Yelich lined an RBI double into the left-
center field gap. Cain followed with a single through the middle, and it quickly became clear 
Perdomo's night was approaching its end. His inning-ending strikeout of Domingo 
Santana came on his 96th pitch in his four innings. 

"If you want to win a baseball game, you can't give up runs after you score," Green said. "That's 
deflating for a team, especially a team that's lost two tough games in a row." 

QUOTABLE 
"That's how you beat teams -- what they did to us." -- Green on the Brewers' response to the 
Padres' two run-scoring rallies 

MAR-GOLD? 
Second-year Padres center fielder Manuel Margot has expressed a belief he can win a Gold 
Glove Award. Here's why: 

With one out in the second, Margot broke quickly to his left on a rocket by Brewers catcher Jett 
Bandy. He made an all-out diving grab, robbing Bandy of extra bases as he crashed hard into 
the ground. 

It was a brilliant catch, and the data backed that assertion. Margot covered 62 feet in 3.8 
seconds to make the grab -- a 26 percent catch probability and a four-star catch according 
to Statcast™. 

. 31st, 2018 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Padres: The Padres' first off-day of the season comes Sunday, then they'll welcome Colorado 
to town for a four-game set beginning Monday night at 7:10 p.m. PT. Bryan Mitchell makes his 
Padres debut. The organization has high hopes for the 26-year-old right-hander who arrived via 
a December trade with the Yankees. 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/519346/eric-thames
http://m.mlb.com/player/570267/domingo-santana
http://m.mlb.com/player/570267/domingo-santana
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/542908/jett-bandy
http://m.mlb.com/player/542908/jett-bandy
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell


  

 14 

For Erlin, it's 'pretty cool' to be back 
Left-hander throws 3 2/3 quality innings in first Major League action in 2 years 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Mar. 31st, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Robbie Erlin waited nearly two years to get back on the Petco Park mound. He 
did everything he could to made his return count. 

The 27-year-old southpaw entered in relief of Luis Perdomo in the Padres' 7-3 loss to 
Milwaukee on Saturday. He pitched 3 2/3 innings, allowing two runs in his first appearance since 
April 2016. Erlin, who underwent Tommy John surgery the following month, held the Brewers 
scoreless in the fifth, sixth and seventh innings, before tiring a bit in the eighth. 

"You can't really mimic it anywhere else," Erlin said of the big league stage. "It's pretty cool. I 
tried my best to breathe through it and slow the game down." 
 
Added pitching coach Darren Balsley: "It was awesome. I've been looking forward to it for a 
while. Not as much as he has, because he's the one who put in all the hard work. But it's a 
proud moment, to see a guy who's put so much into being a Padre, battling through what he's 
battled through, having a few setbacks, and he never really got down about it or pouted." 
 
Erlin fully recovered from his surgery toward the end of the 2017 season, but the Padres opted 
to take his recovery process slowly. Instead of a big league return, he pitched a couple of 
games in instructional ball in Arizona. 

Then Erlin was shut down for the offseason, allowing him to treat this past winter as though it 
were any other. He was a candidate for a rotation spot this spring, but ultimately fell to the 
bullpen during the final week of camp. That was due, in part, to the recovery process. 

"You're not going to run him out there for 200 innings this year, so putting him in that long relief 
role enables us to control his innings early on," said Padres manager Andy Green. "If we think 
he's ready to start at some point in time, and we think it's best for us as a club, then we'll look at 
him that way." 
 
That time might come sooner rather than later. Perdomo was roughed up for five runs over his 
four innings, and the club has expressed some frustration that he hasn't taken a step forward 
since his rookie season in 2016. 

It's likely Perdomo gets another start, but if he falters, Erlin is a candidate to replace him in the 
rotation. For now, Erlin is merely content to be pitching on a big league mound. It's been a while, 
after all. 

"I just want to be ready when my name's called," Erlin said. "That's the job. I want to stay as 
sharp as I can for whenever that phone rings." 
 
In parts of four seasons with the Padres from 2013-16, Erlin posted a 4.54 ERA, though he 
never appeared in more than 13 games because of injuries and inconsistency. Since his first 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
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callup five years ago, the Padres have believed he could become an important part of their 
rotation. 

They still believe it. 

"Sometimes all the hard work, it just makes you stronger, knowing how hard you've worked 
coming back," Balsley said. "It's never easy to perform in the big leagues, but it gives you a little 
bit of an edge. With the low pulse rate he has anyway and the professionalism he shows every 
day -- it wasn't surprising at all." 
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Myers' back flares up, considered day to day 
But outfielder available to pinch-hit 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Mar. 31st, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Wil Myers' tight lower back kept him out of the Padres starting lineup Saturday 
for their series finale against Milwaukee, though manager Andy Green called the injury "a day-
to-day thing at most." 

Myers was lifted for a pinch-runner in the seventh inning of Friday night's 8-6 loss to Milwaukee. 
He had been battling a nagging back issue since the end of Spring Training, though Myers 
couldn't pinpoint the precise moment the issue arose. 

"I've been working on it the last week and a half, two weeks," Myers said. "It's just kind of been 
lingering." 

Hunter Renfroe took Myers' place in right field, though the righty-hitting Renfroe was scheduled 
to start anyway on Saturday with Brewers lefty Brent Suter on the mound. In reality, it was 
second baseman Carlos Asuaje taking Myers' place, as Jose Pirela would've otherwise shifted 
from left field to second base to clear room for Renfroe. 

Myers was available to pinch-hit, but Green noted he'd prefer to avoid using him. Particularly 
with an off-day scheduled for Sunday, Green hoped to give Myers 48 hours off his feet. 

Though Myers' injury popped up two weeks ago, Green said he didn't notice any ill effects until 
Friday's game -- in which Myers went 2-for-4. Even then, Myers lobbied hard to play Saturday. 

"He fought me to play today, and we just thought better of it, considering what he felt like 
yesterday," Green said. "I'm glad he feels good. … But I told him I'm thinking about 159 more 
games, not just this game." 

Myers is playing left and right field this season after spending two years at first base. He noted 
the position change may have had an effect on his back. 

"I need to work on my posture a little more," Myers said. "Playing a new position kind of wears 
on you a little bit. I'll be fine, going to keep working to get it better. Before too long, it'll be gone." 

Asuaje anchors second 
For much of Spring Training, the Padres appeared destined to carry only one of their two lefty-
hitting second basemen. That is, until Cory Spangenberg earned his roster place alongside 
Asuaje with an excellent performance of his own. 

That said, there's no longer any doubt that Asuaje -- who has started all three games this 
season -- is the primary second baseman in San Diego. 

"Carlos is the guy," Green said. "We came out of Spring Training thinking that the way he 
defended the field, the way he swung the bat, the energy he brings, it's a credit to him. ... We 
felt like Carlos was a guy we wanted in our lineup on a very consistent basis. He earned that." 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/608718/brent-suter
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
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Spangenberg, meanwhile, will receive a few spot starts at second base, but he'll play third base 
and left field, too. 

. 30th, 2018 

Third base wide open 
Three games into the 2018 season, the Padres have started three different third basemen. That 
rotation isn't likely to change any time soon. 
 
"It's a little tough right now when you've got three guys, and you like different attributes about all 
of them," Green said. "It's slicing the pie relatively thin. For us, it's better to get them out there 
and get them in rhythm, so they have productive pinch-hit at-bats when those opportunities 
come, too." 
 
Chase Headley started Thursday, and Spangenberg got the nod Friday (and homered in his 
first at-bat). Christian Villanueva, who started Saturday, is expected to get the bulk of the 
playing time against left-handed pitching. 
 . 29th, 2018 

"Whoever plays the most is predicated on who's having the biggest impact on games," Green 
said. "We want to win. It's not going to be predicated on age or experience or youth or where 
we're going as an organization. It's: Who plays well? We'll get them out there again." 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva


  

 18 

Padres starting to lose patience with the 

talented but inconsistent Luis Perdomo 
By Dennis Lin  

 

Luis Perdomo’s situation has changed since 2016, when he was a Rule 5 draftee plucked out of Single A 

and thrown into the major-league cauldron. It has changed since 2017, when he spent an entire season in a 

major-league rotation. Saturday brought Perdomo’s 2018 debut, merely the first of what might be another 

30 or so performances, but a perturbing trend continued. 

The right-hander’s inconsistency enveloped both him and the Padres, who suffered a 7-3 loss and a 

season-opening sweep by the Brewers. An early deficit turned into a lead. Perdomo did not run with it. He 

completed only four innings. He surrendered five runs on seven hits and four walks. 

“I have to take care of my job,” Perdomo said through interpreter David Longley. “I have to worry about 

this position. If I don’t, I know somebody else is going to come here and try to take my spot.” 

Beyond their current rotation, the Padres are not flush with majors-ready options who can rival Perdomo’s 

potential. When the 24-year-old is atop his game, opponents manage weak ground balls and flail at 

sliders. But that has not occurred with nearly enough regularity. And the team's pitching situation could 

change within the year. Earlier, perhaps. 

One of San Diego’s better pitching prospects, Joey Lucchesi, reached the majors on Friday. Another, Eric 

Lauer, does not appear far behind. The organization’s best pitching prospects are lower in the minor 

leagues. That, too, could change quickly. High-ceiling arms such as MacKenzie Gore and Adrian Morejon 

and Michel Baez have the stuff and the aptitude to fly through the system. 

If Perdomo does not solve his inconsistency, his head start will not amount to much. Even his immediate 

future would become clouded, a demotion to Triple A possible. Following Saturday’s exit, a left-hander 

making his official return from Tommy John surgery entered and showed the fastball command Perdomo 

lacked. 

Robbie Erlin’s numbers — 3 2/3 innings of two-run ball — did not wow, but they did provide 

encouragement. Erlin had not pitched in the majors since April 17, 2016. Meantime, manager Andy Green 

signaled urgency in assessing Perdomo’s standing. 

“It’s time to go,” Green said. “I’m not going to get into how much leash he has. It was a hard-fought 

spring training, we chose to put him in the rotation, and we want to see him pitch well. We believe in 

Luis. That’s why he’s still in the rotation, that’s why we brought him out of camp, that’s why we’ve had 

him in the rotation for (1 1/2) years now. It’s because we believe in his upside. It’s just time to go.” 

Perdomo’s 2017 did not bring as much progress as hoped. He posted a 4.67 ERA over 29 starts. A 4.40 

FIP suggested he was the victim of some combination of poor luck and suboptimal defense. Yet talent 

evaluators saw a repertoire that should not have resulted in 1.509 walks and hits per inning pitched. His 

command remains a major impediment. 

“He has moments of brilliance,” pitching coach Darren Balsley said. “He’ll go through an inning or two 

just putting the ball exactly where he wants to, and then he’ll have an inning where he has a two-out walk 

or starts spraying the ball like (Perdomo did Saturday). … It’s part of the process. We’d like to see the 

https://theathletic.com/author/200369
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process speed up a little for him. Yes, we have been patient with him, but at this time he’s very capable of 

making more pitches consistently.” 

Perdomo agreed. 

“It should happen sooner rather than later,” he said. 

But that hope pervaded last season. This campaign finds him further removed from rookie status. The 

same mistakes are less acceptable. 

Spring training, the most recent proving ground, produced mixed results. Perdomo responded to the 

Padres’ requests for more aggressive pitching, but he continued to grapple with some imprecision. Unlike 

Dinelson Lamet, another young starter, he did not secure an opening-day job until later in camp. Now 

Lamet is on the disabled list with an elbow injury, awaiting word on the severity. His absence could buy 

Perdomo more time, even as the Padres’ patience has waned. 

On Saturday, their starting pitcher lost them a game. Perdomo immediately fell behind by a run. Then 

shortstop Freddy Galvis clubbed a two-run homer, his first in a Padres uniform. The lead proved fleeting. 

Perdomo yielded two runs in the third inning, then two more in the fourth. He threw a total of 96 pitches. 

Only 55 were strikes. Several of those were redirected with considerable force. 

Conversely, Erlin did not wilt against a dangerous lineup. He retired nine of the first 10 batters he faced. 

He singled in his only at-bat, his first major-league hit since 2014. The Padres’ offense lagged around 

him. He returned to the mound for the top of the eighth. After a two-out walk, he gave up an RBI single to 

Christian Yelich, who had teamed with Lorenzo Cain to torment San Diego throughout the series. 

Afterward, both Green and Balsley praised Erlin, a 27-year-old who had spent the past two years working 

back to this level. Out of spring training, “Robbie was a viable candidate for a starting spot,” Green said. 

Balsley said Erlin’s stuff has improved since before he tore his ulnar collateral ligament in 2016. 

“It was nice to get back on the mound in an actual baseball game, a regular-season baseball game,” Erlin 

said. “It was awesome. I definitely had some nerves going. The game was a little fast at first, but it was 

nice to get in there and try and get settled in.” 

For now, Erlin seems unlikely to usurp Perdomo’s job or another starter’s. His long-relief role enables the 

Padres to control his innings. And yet, depending on how he and others perform, the situation could 

change. Even though Green would not specify, Perdomo’s leash does not appear to be long. 

“If we think [Erlin is] ready to start at some point in time, and we think it’s best for us as a club, then 

we’ll look at him that way,” Green said. 
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By focusing on his strengths, Padres' 

Hedges could reach a new level 
 
By Dustin Palmateer Mar 30, 2018 

 

When the curtain closed on the 2017 season, Austin Hedges’ final slash line read .214/.262/.398. 

According to Baseball Prospectus, Hedges’ .233 True Average ranked 30th out of 33 regular catchers, 

ahead of only Sandy León, Martin Maldonado and Matt Wieters. 

Hedges’ defense, on the other hand, was as good as advertised. He ranked first in baseball in BP’s FRAA, 

a catch-all metric that tallies the contributions of a backstop in pitch framing, blocking pitches in the dirt 

and controlling the running game. 

The Padres took stock of Hedges’ overall performance and sent him into the offseason with some 

homework: Fix the bat. Even league-average production at the plate would put Hedges into perennial All-

Star contention, and if he could ever sniff the offensive levels of a Buster Posey or even a peak Yadier 

Molina, he’d be the Padres’ biggest star since Tony Gwynn. Hedges complied, arriving in Peoria back in 

February with a more compact swing, one meant to cut down on whiffs while still taking advantage of 

his power (he did hit 18 home runs last season). 

Hedges opened Cactus League play with a flourish, homering in his first four games of the spring, a 

promising development that sent Padres Twitter into a frenzy. After that, however, he fell into a desert 

freeze, going homerless while striking out in 33 percent of his total plate appearances. He hit another 

homer in the second game of the regular season, his only hit so far in this very early going. 

It remains unclear what kind of offense Hedges will provide this season, but it’s possible that the young 

catcher could improve his game in a different way: He could take his already all-world defense 

up another level. Here’s how. 

Pitch Framing 

It’s the art of subtly convincing umpires to call more strikes on borderline pitches, revealed a half-decade 

ago — thanks to the rise of pitch-location data — to be the most important quantifiable thing a catcher 

can do. Hedges has been touted for his skills in this area since his earliest days as a prospect, and he didn’t 

disappoint in his first full season with the Padres in 2017. According to BP, he was worth 25.9 runs in 

framing alone last season, bested only by Tyler Flowers. 

Hedges getting even better at framing could be considered a stretch, but it also wouldn’t be particularly 

surprising. Take Flowers himself: The Braves’ catcher was worth nearly four more runs than Hedges in 

this area last season despite playing 21 fewer games. His .036 CSAA — the rate stat version of BP’s 

Framing Runs — was higher than any regular catcher’s mark since José Molina in 2012, showing that 

there’s room for super-high framing numbers even in a league that’s much more aware of its importance. 

Further, Flowers — always regarded as a good-to-great framer — saved his best season so far for his age-

31 year. In fact, among the 17 non-Hedges catchers to post at least one .020 CSAA-or-higher season since 

2010, 16 of them had their best year after they turned 25. The framing skill isn’t necessarily an old one — 

BP’s slightly more rigorous approach suggests that it peaks at 25 and gradually tails off thereafter — 

but it’s something that can be learned and refined as a catcher gains more experience. Hedges, just 25 

now, has time to get even better before entering an expected decline phase. 

https://theathletic.com/author/246377
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/sortable/index.php?cid=2529167
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/sortable/index.php?cid=2519121
https://theathletic.com/252952/2018/02/25/austin-hedges-swing-looks-different-and-the-early-returns-are-promising/
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/sortable/index.php?cid=2529229
https://www.baseballprospectus.com/news/article/25514/moving-beyond-wowy-a-mixed-approach-to-measuring-catcher-framing/
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Shutting Down the Running Game 

Statcast ranked Hedges sixth in arm strength (85.7 mph) and first in pop time on steals of second (1.89 

seconds) a year ago. He threw out 26 out of 71 would-be base thieves, good for a 37 percent caught 

stealing rate, which is 10 percentage points better than the league average. 

There’s not a lot of room to improve here, but Hedges is a defensive perfectionist. He’s been working on 

his glove-to-hand transfer and throwing accuracy in Peoria, according to Padres’ radio announcers Jesse 

Agler and Ted Leitner, who’ve at times marveled at Hedges’ progress behind the dish. 

I went back and watched all 45 successful steal attempts against Hedges in 2017, attempting to assign 

blame to either the pitcher, an inaccurate throw by Hedges, or a bobbled transfer by Hedges. Here’s the 

breakdown: 

• The pitcher: 22 

• Inaccurate throw: 12 

• Bad glove-to-hand transfer: 7 

• Other: 4 (three double steals and one bad tag) 

The pitcher generally has the biggest impact on the running game, so it’s no surprise to see them come out 

on top here, with the slow-to-the-plate Trevor Cahill being the biggest culprit. Of the 45 steals against 

Hedges last season, he had little or no chance to throw out the runner on roughly half of them. 

Still, there were 19 situations where the blame primarily landed on Hedges’ shoulders, spots where his 

throws either went wayward or he struggled to cleanly secure the ball and get it into his glove hand. 

Hedges misses his target with a high throw here, allowing A.J. Pollock to slide in safely. Overall, Hedges 

threw high five times while missing low on four tosses and east or west three times. In each of these 

situations, there was at least a good chance that the runner would have been out with an on-target throw. 

In this situation, Hedges gets a pretty good pitch to throw on — a slider that stayed up enough — but lost 

control of the ball trying to rush the transfer. It happens, even to the best of defensive catchers. 

Despite the occasional miscues, Hedges’ 2.2 Throwing Runs last season was just 2.4 runs off Tucker 

Barnhart’s league-leading pace, and just 3.8 runs worse than Yadier Molina’s 2012, which qualifies as the 

best single-season catcher mark this decade. There are only a handful of runs to be gained here, but 

Hedges is hellbent on snatching them all. 

Game-calling 

The Padres signed A.J. Ellis to a minor-league deal back in February, and it looks like the longtime 

Dodgers’ catcher is going to make the club as one of Hedges’ backups. Hedges already has the 37-year-

old Ellis lapped in most defensive skills, thanks to cat-like quickness, a strong arm and his framing 

exploits. But Ellis, who was Clayton Kershaw’s personal catcher in LA, has a secret weapon: He’s great 

at calling pitches. Hedges already earns high praise for his ability to work with pitchers and call a good 

game, but Ellis has the track record of being one of the best in the business. Hedges, still with just 184 

big-league games under his belt, will probably learn a thing or two from the seasoned veteran. 

Teams tend to compartmentalize the performance of a player, hoping to patch up the skills that lag behind 

and, in the process, create an all-around superstar. Hedges viewed through rose-colored glasses as Posey 

at the plate is a tantalizing mental image. Sometimes, however, it’s easier to simply build on a strength. 

Hedges is already the best defensive catcher in baseball, but with a few runs here and a few runs there, he 

could extend his lead on the field. 

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/poptime
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/sortable/index.php?cid=2519179
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/12880518/mlb-best-game-caller-dodgers-catcher-aj-ellis
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In that case, no matter what happens with Hedges’ offensive game, the Padres will be happy with their 

catcher’s overall production.  
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Andy’s Address, 4/1 

Andy Addresses Hosmer, Renfroe 

The Padres had an unusual Sunday off on Easter. 

It was the Padres decision to take Sunday off. 

So Andy Green did not meet with the media Sunday. But Andy’s Address reserved several of the 
manager’s recent thoughts on two key Padres — first baseman Eric Hosmer and right 
fielder Hunter Renfroe. 

Hosmer’s value has already been shown. He is off to a 4-for-12 start with two doubles, two walks 
and two RBIs. He also turned in a defensive gem Friday night, throwing out the tying run at the 
plate. 

Green recently discussed the first baseman. 

“Hosmer is comfortable on the baseball field,” said Green. “That’s where this guy was born to 
be . . . on a baseball field. In a Padres uniform or in a Royals uniform, as long as he’s playing 
baseball. And he does it very well. We’re thrilled it is in a Padres uniform.” 

“Sure, it’s going to take a little time to get as comfortable in new surroundings as he was in Kansas 
City for the last six or seven years. I don’t worry about him for a second.” 

Hosmer was presented the 2017 American League Silver Slugger award for first baseman 
Saturday night before the finale of the Padres-Brewers series. 

Meanwhile, Hunter Renfroe has been among the more discussed players on the Padres. A starter 
most of last season, the slugger made his first start Saturday night because the Brewers started a 
left-hander in Brent Suter. Renfroe had pinch-hit in each of the season’s first two games. 

“We talked, to make sure Hunter he knew he wasn’t starting on Opening Day,” said Green. “How 
often he starts will be dictated by how everyone is playing. The dynamics are unfolding. But 
Hunter is going to be a big part of it.” 

“We kept him because we felt he would develop more by being here in the big leagues then he 
would going back down to Triple-A. We felt we’d be a better club with him being on the team. It 
doesn’t mean it’s going to be the way it is now all season. It’s how we’re starting out right now.” 
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“We’re going to see lefties almost everywhere we turn. You have multiple lefties in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Arizona and Colorado. Everyone has multiple lefties. You’re going to see a lot of 
Hunter Renfroe in those games.” 
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This Day in Padres History —

 April 1 
By Bill Center 

April 1, 1997 — Chris Gomez, Rickey Henderson and Quilvio Veras hit back-to-back-to-
back home runs as part of an 11-run sixth-inning — a single-inning, modern-era record for runs 
scored in an inning on Opening Day — as the Padres defeat the Mets 12–5 at Qualcomm Stadium. 

April 1, 1998 — Center fielder Steve Finley is 2-for-4 with a two-run homer and four RBIs as the 
Padres defeat the Reds 10–9 in Cincinnati. 

April 1, 2000 — The four-story San Diego Gas & Electric Co. service building at the corner of 
Ninth and Imperial imploded at the Petco Park site. It is the first building ever imploded in San 
Diego County for new construction. 

April 1, 2008 — Left fielder Scott Hairston’s two-run homer gives the Padres a 2–1 win over 
Houston at Petco Park. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Being Late-

Round Draft Pick No Deterrent 

to Bednar 
By Bill Center 

Right-handed reliever David Bednar is one of the more interesting prospects on the Padres’ 
Top-30 list compiled by MLB Pipeline. 

Bednar is №28. 

But less than two years ago, the 6-foot-1, 210-pound relief pitcher was no higher than the Padres’ 
35th-round draft pick out of tiny Lafayette College in Easton, Pa. 

But the now 23-year-old has improved steadily while advancing through the Padres system. 
Today, scouts like his mid-90s fastball — it now tops out at 97 mph — which tails and sinks with a 
downhill plane. And his curve has a sharp, 11-to-5 break. 

Bednar first gained notice after signing with the Padres. His first stop was Tri-City of the Short-
Season Single-A Northwest League. In eight appearances with the Dust Devils in the summer of 
2016, Bednar allowed seven hits and no runs or walks with 15 strikeouts in 10 innings. 

That earned him a quick promotion to Single-A Fort Wayne, where he had a 3.43 ERA in 15 
appearances with 25 strikeouts against four walks in 21 innings. 

Bednar returned to Fort Wayne to open the 2017 season and posted a 1.87 ERA in 24 relief 
appearances with 50 strikeouts (against 11 walks) in 33 2/3 innings. He also had a 0.86 WHIP 
(walks and hits per innings pitched) with the TipCaps. 

That earned Bednar a mid-season promotion to Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore where he had a 
3.58 ERA in 21 games with 31 strikeouts against nine walks in 27 2/3 innings. 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Andy’s Address, 3/31 

Andy Addresses Myers’ back, Renfroe, Perdomo, 

Asuaje, short-handed bullpen 

By Bill Center 

As expected, outfielder Wil Myers was held out of Saturday night’s series finale against the 
Milwaukee Brewers at Petco Park with lower back stiffness. 

Padres manager Andy Green opened Saturday afternoon’s media session discussing Myers’ 
back and how it affected his lineup against Brewers’ left-hander Brent Suter. 

“Wil feels good,” said Green. “He fought me to play today. I thought better of it considering what 
he felt like yesterday. I’m glad he feels good. If he’s feeling great late in the game, we might use 
him to pinch-hit. I’d love to stay away from him today if possible just to give him like 48 hours to 
kind of recover. I told him I’m thinking about 159 more games, not this game.” 

“I just want to make sure this doesn’t linger for him. He’s had some lower back tightness. I don’t 
know if it is standing around in the outfield. I don’t know what really it was that was causing that 
for him. He was just definitely tight yesterday throughout the game. I think when he says it’s 
bothered him for a couple of weeks, it’s like he has casually felt it but it’s not been enough to 
affect any movements on the baseball field. Yesterday was the first time he was visibly showing it 
and he was showing it through the first seven innings fairly consistently.” 

Hunter Renfroe was already in Saturday’s lineup due to the left-hander starting for the 
Brewers. But the loss of Myers meant Jose Pirela had to remain in the lineup in left rather than 
start at second for Carlos Asuaje. Christian Villanueva made his first start at third. 

Green discussed each of those players. 

Villanueva is the third player to start at third in as many games, following Chase 
Headley and Cory Spangenberg. 

“There’s something to be said for getting everyone’s feet wet as quickly as possible,” said Green. 
“Trying to get guys out there adds to their value when they are being asked to pinch hit. You start 
in the first few games of the season and you find a little bit of rhythm.” 
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“Villanueva is a guy we want to find out about. And a guy who against makes a lot of sense against 
left-handed pitching for us to get him out there on those days. It’s a little tough right now when 
you have three guys that you like different attributes about all of them. It’s kind of slicing the pie 
relatively thin. But to us, it’s better getting them out there and getting them in rhythm so they 
have production pinch-hitting at-bats when those opportunities come, too.” 

“I’ve explained to every one of those guys, you are probably all going to play and who plays the 
most is dictated most on who is having the biggest impact on games. We want to win baseball 
games. It’s not going to be predicated on age or experience or youth. Where we’re going as an 
organization, who plays well is going get them out there to play again.” 

Meanwhile, Asuaje made his fourth straight start at second, although Green does plan to use 
Pirela at second against left-handed pitchers. The absence of Myers made that impossible 
Saturday. 

“I’m sure at some point in time Cory Spangenberg will get some time at second,” said Green. 
“Carlos is the guy. We sorta came out of spring training thinking the way he was swinging the bat, 
defending the field, the energy he brings. It’s a credit to him. This is not saying Cory doesn’t bring 
those things but we felt Carlos is a guy we wanted in the lineup on a very consistent basis. 

“We felt like he earned that and we let him know that at the end of camp. That’s why you find him 
out there the first three days. He probably would have been down today had Wil been ready to 
play. We would have slipped Jose Pirela in to play second base (with a left-handed pitcher). But 
you are going to see Carlos get a lot of reps at second base for us.” 

“Pirela at second is getting more right-handed bats in the lineup against a left-handed pitcher. The 
expectation is that Pirela will pick the ball up and throw it across to first base on routine ground 
balls. We’ll factor in whoever is pitching. We’ll also look at the match ups and try to put ourselves 
in position to score runs and also understand you can kind of unwind your lineup late, especially 
if you have five guys on the bench, you can move guys around late if you need to.” 

“Carlos plays really well at second base for us. I’m glad he’s out there. His defense is leaps and 
bounds from where it was when he first came up to the big leagues. It is as much improvement as 
I’ve seen from any defender. It’s considerable change.” 

Green said Renfroe has handled his role as part-time outfielder. 

“He’s fine,” said Green. “Sure, he can grow. He walked yesterday, he’s struck out. There is not 
much to read into there. He’s going to get at-bats today. I think we have two lefties coming up 
against Colorado and he’s sure to be out there both those days. He’s going to get opportunity to 
play and it could turn into quite a few at bats especially when you look into the number of left-
handed pitchers we have in this division.” 
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“We’re going to see lefties almost everywhere we turn. You have multiple lefties in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Arizona and Colorado. Everyone has multiple lefties. You’re going to see a lot of 
Hunter Renfroe in those games.” 

Green said the Padres bullpen would likely be short Brad Hand, Craig Stammen and Kirby 
Yates Saturday. 

“We’re limited today,” said Green. “It’s not rocket science. I don’t think any manager is going to 
throw his three main guys three straight days to start the season. We’re limited. You take a 
chance. You go after it to win baseball games and you don’t want to leave bullets in your gun. You 
want to fire everyone you have when you have a lead late. It got away from it yesterday when we 
had a chance to win.” 

“The upside of this is this team is showing we can beat anybody. We were right there in the thick 
of both those games. These guys played really well yesterday collectively. We let the game sneak 
away from us late. I’m actually encouraged by what I saw yesterday. There were a lot of really 
good at-bats, good defense . . . all the way around a lot of good stuff.” 

Green then discussed Saturday night’s starter, Luis Perdomo. 

“Consistency can always be something that you can hide behind and say you need,” Green said. “If 
Perdomo focuses on every single pitch and not take any pitches off, he’s going to have a very good 
season. We’ve talked specifically about things he needs to do from a pitching perspective, keeping 
pitches in his lanes, where he wants them to go and be more consistent with the command.” 

“For us, ‘don’t take a pitch off.’ Sometimes he gets to feeling really good because he’s cruising and 
he kind of lefts the guard down a little bit and that’s when they get on him. So, if it’s going well, he 
has to keep the foot on the gas.” 

Green said outfielder Franchy Cordero, who is on the disabled list with a groin injury, could be 
in San Diego Monday to continue treatment. 

“I haven’t gotten a report yet but he was scheduled to play this morning (in Arizona),” said Green. 
“I don’t think he’s running after he takes the at-bats. I think he’s just hitting. It’s not an imminent 
return right now. We might see him here after Easter Sunday. That’s when the Arizona complex 
kind of shuts down. El Paso goes to practice in El Paso. It might be good for us to bring him over 
here for a few days just to work out, not to activate. You might actually see him in the clubhouse 
after the off day.” 

Green said the Padres are not quite ready to announce their starting pitcher for Tuesday. “We’re 
getting closer to announcing something, but we don’t have anything to announce now,” said 
Green. “I do not expect Clayton Richard to pitch on Tuesday.” 
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Yelich ties career high with 5 hits in 
Brewers' 7-3 win 
10:06 PM PT 

Associated Press 

 
SAN DIEGO -- Milwaukee's bold offseason moves for Christian Yelich and Lorenzo Cain are working 
quite well so far. 
 
Yelich tied his career high with five hits to lead a dominating performance by the Nos. 2-3-4 hitters 
for the Brewers, who swept the San Diego Padres with a 7-3 victory Saturday night. 
 
Yelich scored three times and drove in two runs as Milwaukee improved to 3-0 for the first time 
since it won its first five games in 2006. Cain had three hits and two RBI, and Travis Shaw drove in 
three runs. 
 

"It could be a fun year for the middle of the order," Shaw said. "Tonight's special; 2-3-4 get on, what, 
10 times? Yelich with five hits. His bat-to-ball skills are unbelievable. He finds a way to get the 
barrel to the ball every single time no matter the count. He's fun to watch." 

The Brewers bolstered their outfield when they acquired Yelich in a January trade with Miami and 
signed Cain to an $80 million, five-year contract during free agency. 

Yelich matched the career high he set when he had five hits for the Marlins against Philadelphia on 
Oct. 3, 2015. 

"Anytime you do that there's always a little luck involved," he said. "There's some ground balls that 
just missed some people's gloves and they find some grass out there, but it's a good feeling. You get 
on base in front of the big guys, with Lo Cain, and start putting pressure on the other team every 
time you get out there and usually good things happen when you do that." 

Yelich had his first three hits off Luis Perdomo (0-1), including a single in the first, a single in the 
third and an RBI double in the fourth. He then singled off Robbie Erlin in the sixth and added an RBI 
single in the eighth to chase Erlin, who missed all of 2017 while rehabbing from reconstructive 
elbow surgery. 
 

Shaw singled in Yelich in the first and brought in Yelich and Cain in the third with a double that 
bounced over the left-field fence. Cain singled in Yelich in the fourth and added an RBI single in the 
eighth. 

Yelich, Cain and Shaw had 10 of the Brewers' 12 hits. Cain and Shaw each walked once. 

"They're a good team," San Diego manager Andy Green said. "You make mistakes to the heart of 
their order, they're going to make you pay. Those are real hitters in the middle of their order." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31283/christian-yelich
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29416/lorenzo-cain
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32890/travis-shaw
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35970/luis-perdomo
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31791/robbie-erlin
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With the Padres facing a right-hander, Ryan Braun was out of the lineup and left-handed hitting Eric 
Thames started at first and batted leadoff. Braun's impressive three-run homer capped a five-run 
rally in the ninth inning Friday night that gave Milwaukee an 8-6 win. 
Braun is impressed with Yelich. 

"He has a picture-perfect swing," Braun said. "It's what you'd try to teach kids. It doesn't get much 
better than that." 

Brewers left-hander Brent Suter (1-0) went five innings, allowing three runs and three hits. He 
combined with Josh Hader and Jacob Barnes on a six-hitter. 
 
Freddy Galvis hit a two-run homer for San Diego in the second, and Eric Hosmer doubled home a 
run in the third. 
Perdomo allowed five runs and seven hits in four innings. 

"It's two years on the roster. It's time for him to go, it's time for him to step up and attack," Green 
said of Perdomo. "The challenge is there out in front of him." 

COMING BACK 

Erlin was a candidate for the rotation coming out of spring straining. "Coming back from Tommy 
John, being out for a long time, I like where he is," Green said. "He gave us an opportunity to get 
back in that game. We just didn't put much on the board after that third inning." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Padres: OF Wil Myers will take two days off because of a sore back. 
 

UP NEXT 

Brewers: Following an off day, RHP Zach Davies is scheduled to start the home opener Monday 
against RHP Miles Mikolas and the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
Padres: RHP Bryan Mitchell is scheduled to make his Padres debut Monday night in the opener of a 
home series against Colorado, which will counter with RHP Chad Bettis. 
 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28721/ryan-braun
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30709/eric-thames
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30709/eric-thames
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36023/brent-suter
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32760/josh-hader
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34868/jacob-barnes
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33829/zach-davies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32116/miles-mikolas
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/stl/st-louis-cardinals
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31910/bryan-mitchell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31718/chad-bettis

