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Covey's struggles, defensive miscues hurt Sox 
Chicago falls behind early, held scoreless for seven innings 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 18, 2018 
 
CLEVELAND -- Cleveland's 6-2 victory over the White Sox Monday night at Progressive Field marked 
Dylan Covey's first loss since his season debut on April 28 in Kansas City. But White Sox manager Rick 
Renteria minced no words when talking postgame of how the team's fifth straight loss was more about a 
bad defensive night than its starting pitcher. 
 
"Even though Dylan did have a few walks, he didn't throw the ball as badly as the numbers might show. 
We didn't defend for him," Renteria said. "A lot of sloppy play today out there, to be honest. Today was 
just a little sloppy. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"One of the few that we've had over the course of the season. We've had a couple. Today we didn't catch 
the ball and pick him up when we could have. And he still ground out through five innings of work." 
 
Take a look at how the second unfolded as an example of the White Sox struggles. Lonnie Chisenhall 
opened the frame with a single perfectly placed in between the shift. Rajai Davis reached on second 
baseman Yoan Moncada's fielding error, and Jason Kipnis' bunt single loaded the bases with nobody out. 
Covey broke quickly to the third-base line on Kipnis' bunt, but the ball rolled in between the hurler and 
Yolmer Sanchez as there seemed to be some confusion when the third baseman also came in. 
 



"I think it was miscommunication," Renteria said. "Sanchy came in, Dylan went out and I didn't hear 
anything from the dugout, to be honest. Normally you will hear the chatter. I didn't hear it. That was it. 
That was the story of the ballgame." 
 
"It came off the bat firm. I got there and I thought I had the play," Covey said. "I was listening for Sanchy, 
waiting to hear for a three call to see if we had enough time to get him behind me. I heard him at the last 
second say he's got it. I kind of had to jump over it, got in his way. It was just a weird play and a good 
bunt." 
 
Cleveland scored three runs in the frame, which was more than enough for Trevor Bauer, who improved 
to 6-5 by throwing shutout baseball over seven innings. Bauer fanned eight, walked two and allowed 
three hits. 
 
This loss ended a stretch of five starts in which Covey went 3-0 with two no-decisions. Covey, who had 
allowed two earned runs over his last 18 innings pitched, issued a season-high five walks against two 
strikeouts but felt his stuff was better than his command. 
 
"I was just trying to do too much, trying to throw too good of a pitch instead of just letting my action in the 
zone take over, just trying to be too fine," Covey said. "I felt good with all of my secondary stuff. I was 
throwing those for strikes. It's just the fastball command wasn't what it has been the past several outings." 
 
The White Sox allowed two stolen bases, got caught stealing in a strike-him-out, throw-him-out situation 
after Moncada singled to start the game, and on Matt Davidson's double to right with one out in the 
second, Davidson failed to pick up third-base coach Nick Capra in a situation where he probably could 
have made third. The White Sox fell to 4-15 in their last 19 against Cleveland and dropped to a season-
worst 23 under .500 at 24-47. 
 
Moncada provided a bright spot in the loss with two hits and a walk in four plate appearances. His one-
out single in the eighth off reliever Evan Marshall was the team's first hit since Davidson's double in the 
second and helped set up the first White Sox run. Davidson added his 13th home run of the season in the 
ninth. 
 
In the midst of 21 games played in 20 days, ending Sunday, Renteria allowed his players to report later 
Monday with a chance to catch their breath a little bit. That plan didn't pay immediate dividends based on 
the results. 
 
"We just didn't handle the ball very well on the defensive side. They are not going to argue that," Renteria 
said. "There's no mistake about that. We just didn't play very well today. 
 
"You have to play better. You can't give four outs in an inning to a really good Major League ballclub and 
expect you are going to minimize damage. That's very difficult to do." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Chicago's five straight losses have all come against the American League Central -- three against Detroit 
and two against Cleveland. The White Sox fell to 11-22 within the division. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"It stinks that I have been on such a good run, but this is baseball. It's bound to happen. You're bound to 
have days where your best pitch isn't quite working for you. So just in two days I'll throw a side, work on 
some things, and in five days I'll be back out there." -- Covey, on his three-game personal winning streak 
coming to an end 
 
UP NEXT 
Carlos Rodon makes his third start of the season and second straight against the Indians and Mike 
Clevinger with a 6:10 p.m. CT first pitch on Tuesday night at Progressive Field. Rodon is 4-1 with a 2.43 
ERA over 11 career appearances (10 starts) against the Indians. 



 
Jimenez among many up for Minors promotion 
White Sox will wait until Tuesday's All-Star Games are over to make moves 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 18, 2018 
 
CLEVELAND -- White Sox general manager Rick Hahn was not ready to talk specific Minor League 
promotions when talking to the media prior to Monday night's series opener at Progressive Field. 
 
That topic will be deferred until after Tuesday's Southern League, Carolina League and South Atlantic 
League All-Star Games, where the White Sox have 18 players total involved, with director of player 
development Chris Getz making matters official Thursday. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"Yes, there will be many," Hahn said. 
 
Expect outfielder Eloy Jimenez's move from Double-A Birmingham to Triple-A Charlotte to be at the top of 
that long list. The No. 1 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline is one of the Barons' six All-Stars, hitting 
.317, with a .925 OPS, 10 home runs, 15 doubles and 42 RBIs. 
 
At 21, Jimenez is the youngest player on Birmingham's roster. Hahn reiterated a perfectly acceptable 
development plan for Jimenez would have been to spend the entire '18 season with the Barons, but the 
right-handed hitter playing both corner outfield spots has accelerated that plan. 
 
"He certainly has had a marvelous first half down there," Hahn said. "We've talked about how the good 
ones sort of have a way of forcing the plan on you. Based on how he continued where he left off at the 
end of last season down there and produced at a very high level, he's starting to force that issue." 
 
Jimenez ultimately becomes a candidate for a 2018 White Sox promotion, although Hahn didn't get that 
deep into his future Monday. 
 
White Sox piecing together roster puzzle 
The White Sox have a handful of players moving closer to a return to action after being sidelined by 
injuries. Elite prospects soon could warrant Major League consideration, while some players on the 
current roster could be trade candidates. 
 
So it's somewhat of a complex time coming up for Hahn in terms of roster construction. 
 
"It's a little different from last year in that the volume of likely potential trade targets from other clubs is a 
little less," Hahn said. "Or certainly the expectation there will be dramatic turnover is not nearly as high 
this year as it was last year. 
 
"We unfortunately fell victim to a little bit more of the injury bug over the course of the first half. Over the 
coming weeks, we'll start integrating those players back in, and either there will be trades or moves back 
to the Minors for some of the players currently here." 
 
Delmonico on the mend 
Left fielder Nicky Delmonico had the cast removed from his right hand Friday after fracturing the third 
metacarpal when he was hit by a pitch during a game against Texas on May 18. He threw on Monday 
and can swing with a fungo, after taking one-hand swings with his left hand over the past month. 
 
"I feel like I needed to work more on my top hand. Kind of swinging the last four weeks with my top hand 
has been helping," Delmonico said. "I'm looking forward to swinging with two hands. 
 
"Every X-ray has gone good. So it's kind of next X-ray, and then we have a plan and then one more and 
kind of go from there." 
 



Cleveland marks the first trip Delmonico has taken with the team since the injury. 
 
"Watching your team play on TV and not being there, that was the hardest thing. But I've done everything 
I can to get back," Delmonico said. "I look forward to swinging and doing everything again. It felt good to 
throw." 
 
Avi getting close 
Triple-A Charlotte's off-day Monday also meant an off-day for outfielder Avisail Garcia in his rehab work 
from a Grade 2 right hamstring strain. He is scheduled to play nine innings in each of the next two games 
and then be re-evaluated. 
 
"Physically from an injury standpoint, knock on wood, it all seems to be behind us," Hahn said. "It's about 
getting baseball timing back and his legs under him. Having not played in a game since April 23 it was 
going to take a little time. I alluded to seven or 10 games when it started, and that would put us 
somewhere in the vicinity of the weekend." 
 
Third to first 
• Jose Abreu returned to first base Monday, after serving as designated hitter Saturday and taking off 
Sunday. 
 
"I wish I could have given him two or three days," said White Sox manager Rick Renteria of the max-effort 
Abreu. "But I can't afford to give him two or three days." 
 
• Third baseman Yolmer Sanchez continues to take fly balls in the outfield to be ready in an emergency. 

 
Robert returns from injury to make pro debut 
White Sox No. 3 prospect playing for Class A Kannapolis 
By Max Gelman / MLB.com / Jun. 18th, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- One of the White Sox most highly regarded prospects made his stateside professional 
baseball debut June 5 with the Class A Kannapolis Intimidators. 
 
Luis Robert, Chicago's No. 3 prospect and last year's No. 1 international free agent per MLB Pipeline, has 
returned to the field after spraining a ligament in his left thumb sliding into second base during Spring 
Training. Robert has played in 13 games thus far, slashing .289/.360/.400 with three doubles and a triple 
through Sunday's games. 
 
The Cuban-born outfielder signed with the White Sox as a 19-year-old to much fanfare on May 27, 2017, 
and his decision ultimately came down to Chicago and the Cardinals. But Robert said when he signed 
that the lineage of Cuban players to put on White Sox uniform -- from Minnie Minoso to current first 
baseman Jose Abreu -- helped influence his decision. 
 
Robert signed a contract with a $26 million signing bonus, the second-largest bonus under current signing 
guidelines, behind only current White Sox second baseman Yoan Moncada, who inked a $31.5 million 
bonus with the Red Sox in 2015. 
 
Here is a roundup of other notable Minor League performances: 
 
Winston-Salem clinches division 
The Class A Advanced affiliate clinched the first-half division title in the Carolina League on Thursday, its 
first since 2012. The Dash are now ensured of a postseason spot once the full Minor League season 
concludes in September. 
 
Dylan Cease, the White Sox No. 5 prospect, threw a career-high eight innings and gave up only two runs 
on 106 pitches in the clinching game. He also walked two and struck out four in the effort. 
 



Additionally, No. 10 prospect Micker Adolfo went 2-for-4 in the victory, finishing the first half of the season 
with a .271/.357/.429 slash line, seven home runs and 36 RBIs. 
 
The Carolina League All-Star Game takes place on Tuesday, and the second half of the season begins 
on Thursday. Winston-Salem finished 3 1/2 games ahead of the Buies Creek Astros. 
 
Dunning continues to impress 
White Sox No. 6 prospect Dane Dunning earned an early promotion this season from Winston-Salem to 
Double-A Birmingham. So far, he has shown he can handle the better competition. 
 
Dunning pitched possibly his best start of the season last Thursday, going eight shutout innings while 
giving up four hits, walking none and striking out 10. He needed just 97 pitches to breeze through 
Chattanooga's lineup. 
 
Since his promotion in late April, Dunning has made 10 starts for the Barons and his 58 1/3 innings are 
third on the team. Dunning owns a 2.78 ERA with 19 walks and 65 strikeouts. His WHIP is 1.22. 
 
Collins keeps racking up walks 
Zack Collins, the White Sox No. 9 prospect, got off to a slow start this season, at least regarding his 
batting average. But his on-base percentage hasn't faltered all year. 
 
Collins continues earning free passes at an astonishing rate at Double-A: Through Sunday's games, he 
has walked 59 times in 62 games. He has walked more than he has hit -- Collins has "only" 54 hits, 
including 10 doubles and nine home runs, this season. 
 
The 23-year-old's .429 on-base percentage leads the Southern League, with only two other players 
compiling an OBP at or above .400. 

 
Rick Hahn says 'there will be many' promotions for White Sox prospects this week 
By Dan Santaromita / NBC Sports Chicago / June 18, 2018 
 
The White Sox have a number of highly-rated prospects performing well in the minors and some of them 
will be on the move within the system in a matter of days. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn talked to reporters ahead of Monday night's White Sox game in Cleveland, a 
6-2 loss, and gave the news. Well, sort of. 
 
He didn't include names, but he did say that "there will be many" promotions after the minor league all-
star games for Double-A and both Single-A teams take place on Tuesday. 
 
Hahn added that Chris Getz, the White Sox player development director, will address the media before 
the White Sox host Oakland on Thursday about the moves. 
 
If the all-star games are a reason to wait, it's safe to think some of the players involved will be playing in 
those games. So who could be on the move? 
 
Double-A Birmingham has six all-stars: Eloy Jimenez, Zack Collins, Seby Zavala, Danny Mendick, Dane 
Dunning and Ian Hamilton. Jimenez is the name everyone wants to see on the move. He has torched the 
Southern League since getting off to a late start to the season due to injury. Hahn was asked about 
Jimenez, but didn't tip his hand as to whether he would be one of the promotions. 
 
Dunning has been good in Double-A (2.78 ERA, 65 strikeouts in 58 1/3 innings), but was already 
promoted this season so he may not be on the move again. 
 
Single-A Winston-Salem has five all-stars: Dylan Cease, Luis Alexander Basabe, Joel Booker, Bernardo 
Flores and Matt Foster. Cease, 22, could be due for a promotion with a 2.89 ERA and 82 strikeouts in 71 



2/3 innings. There's also that outfield logjam the Dash, which won the first-half division title, have had all 
season. 
 
Other than Basabe and Booker, Blake Rutherford and Alex Call are also noteworthy prospects being 
forced to split time in the Dash's outfield. If Jimenez is moving up to Triple-A, one or two names from this 
group could be on the move to take his spot in Birmingham. 
 
This would especially make sense if highly-touted outfield prospect Luis Robert, who was supposed to be 
in Single-A Kannapolis for a short period before joining the Dash, is ready to move up as planned. Robert 
is hitting .289/.360/.400 in 13 games with the Intimidators. 
 
Birmingham, Winston-Salem and Kannapolis were all off Monday. The various all-star games will take 
place Tuesday and the three teams will be off again Wednesday. The promotions could be announced 
Thursday ahead of Getz's scheduled media availability 

 
Zack Burdi is pitching off a mound again 
By Dan Santaromita / NBC Sports Chicago / June 18, 2018 
 
Zack Burdi was thought of as a college pitcher who could make the major leagues quickly after he was 
drafted in 2016. 
 
The White Sox drafted him 26th overall that year and it appeared his quick rise through the minors was 
going to come true. Burdi reached Triple-A Charlotte by the end of 2016 and had a 2.25 ERA with 22 
strikeouts in 16 innings with the Knights. 
 
However, he had Tommy John surgery in July and hasn't pitched in more than 11 months. The 23-year-
old from Downers Grove is nearing his return and had video proof. 
 
hat's Burdi throwing off a mound, which means a rehab stint might not be far behind. Burdi may not 
getting into the full swing of things before the minor league season ends in early September, but this is a 
good sign for him being ready to go for spring training in 2019. 
 
Before going on the disabled list, Burdi had a 4.05 ERA with 51 strikeouts and 17 walks in 33 1/3 innings 
with the Knights in 2017. 

 
White Sox midseason minors promotions coming, and Eloy Jimenez likely to jump to Triple A 
By Colleen Kane / Chicago Tribune / June 18, 2018 
 
White Sox top prospect Eloy Jimenez is likely to take another big step in his progress toward the majors 
this week. 
 
The Sox will announce their midseason minor-league promotions later this week after the Southern 
League, Carolina League and South Atlantic League All-Star Games are played Tuesday, and the 21-
year-old outfielder is likely in line for a bump to Triple-A Charlotte. 
 
Jimenez is hitting .317 with 15 doubles, two triples, 10 homers, 42 RBIs and a .925 OPS in 53 games with 
Birmingham this season. He was named a Southern League All-Star earlier this month. 
 
Sox general manager Rick Hahn told reporters last week that Jimenez would stop at Charlotte before 
being considered for a major-league promotion. Once he arrives there, the watch will be on for when he 
and top pitching prospect Michael Kopech might join the Sox. But Hahn stressed their big-league 
promotions will have nothing to do with how the Sox are performing. 
 
Hahn was in Cleveland before the Sox opened a three-game series against the Indians on Monday, and 
he said Jimenez has had a “marvelous first half” in Birmingham. He also noted Jimenez is one of the 
younger players in the league. 



 
“Before we got to spring training, we talked about various possible developmental paths for Eloy,” Hahn 
said. “A perfectly acceptable one would have been at age 20 or 21, spending the entire year in the 
Southern League. He still would have been on path to make a debut in the big leagues at a fairly young 
age. 
 
“Based on how he continued (from) the end of last season down there and produced at a very high level, 
he’s starting to force that issue as the good ones do.” 
 
Jimenez isn’t the only prospect to turn in a solid first few months in the minors, and many of the top 
performances have come from the pitchers. 
 
Class A Winston-Salem pitcher Dylan Cease, the Sox’s No. 5 prospect and another candidate for 
promotion, has a 2.89 ERA with 28 walks and 82 strikeouts in 13 starts. Teammate Bernardo Flores, a 
left-hander, owns a 2.55 ERA over 12 starts. 
 
No. 6 prospect and Birmingham pitcher Dane Dunning, whose rotation mates Jordan Stephens and 
Spencer Adams already were promoted to Charlotte, lowered his ERA to 2.78 in 10 Double-A starts by 
pitching eight scoreless innings against Chattanooga on June 14. He started the year at Winston-Salem. 
 
Kopech, however, is going through a rough patch, with 17 walks in his last three starts. His ERA has 
jumped to 5.20. 
 
Injury updates: Left fielder Nicky Delmonico had the cast removed from his broken right hand Friday and 
has resumed throwing and swinging a fungo bat. He will have an X-ray when the Sox return from 
Cleveland to see if he can return to contact swings. He was in good spirits to be on the trip with the Sox. 
 
“Watching your team play on TV and not being there, that was the hardest thing,” Delmonico said. “But 
I’ve done everything I can to get back.” 
 
Hahn said right fielder Avisail Garcia will play in a couple of more games with Charlotte on his rehab 
assignment. Garcia, who has been on the disabled list since April 24 with a strained right hamstring, 
could return sometime this weekend if all goes well. 

 
White Sox, Dylan Covey melt down early in 6-2 loss to Indians 
By Colleen Kane / Chicago Tribune / June 18, 2018 
 
Dylan Covey’s hot streak to open June was a genuine nice surprise for a White Sox team that has 
needed them this season. 
 
But on a muggy Monday night in Cleveland, he and the Sox were better described as a hot mess during a 
6-2 loss to the Indians. 
 
While facing the American League Central leaders for the third time in five starts, Covey allowed five runs 
— four earned — on six hits with five walks (one intentional), two strikeouts and a hit batter over five 
innings. 
 
He blamed his inability to command his fastball. But as Sox manager Rick Renteria stressed, the defense 
didn’t help, committing three errors in the first three innings. In the midst of the Sox playing 21 games in 
20 days, Renteria allowed his players to arrive late to Progressive Field on Monday afternoon to provide 
extra rest, but he then wants to see sharper play. 
 
“It didn’t really feel good,” Renteria said. “I know the guys are a little fatigued, but everybody is fatigued. 
As young players, as some of them are, you have to learn to deal with it and play. 
 



“You can’t give four outs in an inning to a really good major-league ballclub and expect you are going to 
minimize damage. That’s very difficult to do.” 
 
Covey stranded a pair of runners after catcher Kevan Smith committed an error on a throw to second 
base in the first inning. But he didn’t have the same success when the Indians loaded the bases with 
nobody out in the second. 
 
Lonnie Chisenhall singled and Rajai Davis reached on second baseman Yoan Moncada’s fielding error. 
Covey and third baseman Yolmer Sanchez botched an attempt to field Jason Kipnis’ bunt single that 
loaded the bases, a play Covey said was a miscommunication because he heard Sanchez call to make 
the play too late. Roberto Perez followed with a two-run, ground-rule double to right field, and Francisco 
Lindor’s sacrifice fly gave the Indians a 3-0 lead. 
 
Covey was charged with the third error, in the third inning, when his pickoff throw to first bounced past 
Jose Abreu. Kipnis drove in a run with a single for a 4-0 lead and tacked on another with a solo homer in 
the fifth. 
 
“I think I was just trying to do too much, trying to throw too good of a pitch instead of just letting my action 
in the zone take over, just trying to be too fine,” Covey said. “I felt good with all of my secondary stuff. I 
was throwing those for strikes. It’s just the fastball command wasn’t what it has been the past several 
outings.” 
 
Heading into Monday, Covey was one of the Sox’s bright spots after a 2017 season in which he went 0-7 
with a 7.71 ERA and battled an oblique injury. Per Rule 5 draft pick rules last season, he was forced to 
pitch at the major-league level before he was ready. But Sox general manager Rick Hahn said Monday 
he came into spring training much further along than they had anticipated, having worked on his 
mechanics all offseason, and he morphed that preparation into a solid spring with the Sox. 
 
He posted a 1.53 ERA with eight walks and 30 strikeouts in 291/3 innings over his last five starts entering 
Monday. 
 
Renteria lifted him heading into the sixth after he had thrown 94 pitches, 56 for strikes Monday. Reliever 
Hector Santiago added to the sloppy night, issuing a bases-loaded walk in the sixth for a 6-0 Indians lead. 
 
“Especially when your fastball isn’t working that great, it’s a tough lineup to try to get through,” Covey 
said. “I felt like there were situations where I was making pitches, but it’s just the way the game goes. And 
I’m ready for the next one. I’m not going to dwell on this for too long.” 
 
Indians right-hander Trevor Bauer gave up three hits in the first two innings but then allowed only three 
more Sox baserunners over the next five innings. 
 
The Sox got a break from the heat and the mess in the bottom of the seventh when a rainstorm rolled in 
and delayed the game for 35 minutes. That ended the night for Bauer, who struck out eight. 
 
Sanchez’s RBI single off reliever Evan Marshall in the eighth put the Sox on the board, and Matt 
Davidson hit his 13th homer in the ninth. 

 
Sloppy White Sox lose fifth in row 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 18, 2018 
 
CLEVELAND — The last time they were at Progressive Field 19 days ago, the White Sox got swept in a 
three-game series and held a team meeting before they left town. 
 
After losing to the Indians 6-2 Monday to open a short three-game trip with their fifth consecutive defeat, it 
was time for another wake-up call. Never mind that this is a young team in a rebuild — it was a night 
fraught with bad looks. 



 
“It didn’t feel good,” manager Rick Renteria said of the performance. “I know the guys are a little fatigued, 
but everybody is fatigued.’’ 
 
Sensing some fatigue in a stretch of 21 games in 20 days, Renteria allowed players to arrive at the park 
later than usual, but they looked anything but fresh at the start. 
 
“Young players have to learn to deal with it and play,’’ Renteria said. ‘‘You have to compete. This is big-
league baseball.’’ 
 
It didn’t look like it, though. In the first inning, catcher Kevan Smith threw well wide of second on Michael 
Brantley’s stolen base. Yoan Moncada misplayed a high chopper to his right for his eighth error of the 
season in a nightmarish second, and right-hander Dylan Covey threw low and through first baseman Jose 
Abreu on a pickoff attempt for another error in the third. 
 
The blooper-reel play, though, came immediately after Moncada’s error when Jason Kipnis’ bunt with two 
runners on rolled under Covey’s glove and between his feet, then off the glove of third baseman Yolmer 
Sanchez. 
 
Renteria was peeved because he heard no one make a call on the play. Covey said he heard from 
Sanchez, but it was “at the last second,” prompting the awkwardness of the whole thing. 
 
“I kind of had to jump over it, got in his way,” Covey said. “It was just a weird play and a good bunt.” 
 
There was no error assessed, same as there were none charged on more difficult but perhaps playable 
hot smashes past shortstop Tim Anderson’s swiping glove and Sanchez’s backhand. Charlie Tilson also 
got a bad jump on a single that fell in front of him. 
 
On the bases, Moncada was caught stealing on a strikeout-throwout double play in the first, and Matt 
Davidson failed to pick up third-base coach Nick Capra when his double inside first base got behind right 
fielder Lonnie Chisenhall near the side wall in the second. Davidson, who seemingly could have 
continued to third but checked up at second, had a conversation with Capra in the dugout after the inning. 
 
On top of all that, Covey had his worst outing after six very good ones. He gave up his first homer of the 
season, a solo shot by Jason Kipnis in the fifth, and walked five (one intentionally) in five innings after 
walking one in his previous two starts combined. 
 
Covey entered with a 1.00 ERA in his last 18 innings. His ERA jumped from 2.29 to 2.90. 
 
“It stinks [because] I’ve been on such a good run, but this is baseball,’’ Covey said. “You’re bound to have 
games where your best pitch isn’t quite working. Fastball command was a little bad. I was trying to throw 
too good of a pitch, being too fine instead of letting my [sinking, fading] action in the zone take over.’’ 
 
At 24-47, the Sox are a season-low 23 games under .500. To make it a little worse, they had to sit 
through a 35-minute rain delay in the seventh inning. 
 
The delay marked the end of the night for tough right-hander Trevor Bauer (6-5, 2.50 ERA), who held the 
Sox to Moncada’s leadoff single, Davidson’s ground-ball double and a single by Abreu. Bauer walked two 
and struck out eight. Davidson’s solo homer to right-center against Dan Otero in the ninth and Sanchez’s 
RBI single against Evan Marshall in the eighth — before Marshall walked off with Indians training staff 
with a sore right elbow — accounted for the only offense. 

 
White Sox, Indians delayed by rain in Cleveland 
By Daryl Van Schouen / Sun-Times / June 18, 2018 
 



CLEVELAND — The White Sox game against the Cleveland Indians Monday night at Progressive Field is 
being delayed by rain. 
 
The delay began at 8:35 CST, with the Indians leading the Sox 6-0 in the bottom of the seventh inning. 

 
Promotions coming for White Sox prospects 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 18, 2018 
 
CLEVELAND — Eloy Jimenez isn’t a big-leaguer yet, but he’s getting closer. 
 
A number of White Sox prospects will be able to say they’re closer, too, when director of player 
development Chris Getz publicizes farm-system promotions Thursday in the aftermath of Class AA and A 
all-star games Wednesday, which include 18 Sox prospects. 
 
Not all will be promoted, but Jimenez, who has been tearing it up for Class AA Birmingham, is expected 
to advance to Class AAA Charlotte. Catcher Seby Zavala is also a good bet, and it would seem to make 
sense for right-hander Dylan Cease (9-2, 2.89 ERA, 82 strikeouts in 71‰ innings at Class A Winston-
Salem) to get bumped up to Birmingham along with outfielder Luis Basabe, who came to the organization 
from the Red Sox in the Chris Sale trade. Cease and Jimenez were acquired from the Cubs for Jose 
Quintana. 
 
“Yes, there will be many [promotions],’’ general manager Rick Hahn, who is with the team in Cleveland, 
said Monday. 
 
The Southern League all-stars from Birmingham are Jimenez, Zavala, catcher Zack Collins, right-handers 
Ian Hamilton and Jose Ruiz and infielder Danny Mendick; the Carolina League all-stars from high A 
Winston-Salem are Cease, Basabe, outfielder Joel Booker, right-hander Matt Foster and left-hander 
Bernardo Flores; the South Atlantic League all-stars from low A Kannapolis are second baseman Tate 
Blackman, shortstop Laz Rivera, outfielders Luis Gonzalez and Craig Dedelow and right-handers Tyler 
Johnson, Blake Battenfield and Jake Elliott. 
 
“It’s a half-season accolade, but it’s one that shows there’s talent down there that’s performing up to 
expectations and getting recognized by others in the league,’’ Hahn said. “It’s definitely a nice shot in the 
arm for these kids who have been busting it out down there.’’ 
 
Jimenez, 21, is batting .317/.368/.556 with 10 home runs, 15 doubles and 42 RBI in 53 games. 
 
“He has had a marvelous first half down there,’’ Hahn said. “It’s easy to lose sight of the fact that he’s the 
youngest player on our [AA] roster, so he’s probably among the youngest in the entire league, yet he’s 
still producing at an elite level down there.’’ 
 
A “perfectly acceptable” plan for Jimenez going into spring training would have had him playing the entire 
season with Birmingham, Hahn said, but, as he often says, “the good ones have a way of forcing the plan 
on you.’’ 
 
While not considered an elite defender, Jimenez is being targeted to play both corner outfield positions in 
the majors, Hahn said. When he makes his major-league debut is a hot topic of speculation, but it’s 
reasonable to believe Jimenez will get promoted to the Sox before the season is over. 
 
This and that 
 
Avisail Garcia will play a full nine innings in consecutive games in his minor-league rehab for the first time 
Tuesday and Wednesday for Charlotte. Hahn said “somewhere in the vicinity of the weekend” would be 
the right time to expect Garcia, who has not played since April 23, to rejoin the team. 
 



u Outfielder Nicky Delmonico (broken right hand) is throwing and swinging a fungo bat and hopes to 
resume normal hitting in a few days. Delmonico had the cast removed Friday. 
 
u Center fielder Luis Robert, batting .289/.360/.400 with no home runs, three doubles and a triple in his 
first 13 games at Kannapolis, is 5-for-8 with two walks, three stolen bases and three runs scored in his 
last three games. Robert, 20, is the No. 24 prospect in baseball, according to MLBPipeline.com. 

 
White Sox to host ‘The Sandlot’ watch party this weekend at Guaranteed Rate 
By Madeline Kenney / Sun-Times / June 18, 2018 
 
Need weekend plans? Say no more. 
 
“The Sandlot” is coming to the South Side this weekend. 
 
In honor of the baseball classic’s 25th anniversary, the White Sox will join a league-wide celebration of 
“The Sandlot” with a special screening at Guaranteed Rate Field. The White Sox will play “The Sandlot” 
on the centerfield video board after their home game against the Athletics on Saturday. 
 
The screening will begin approximately 10 minutes after the last out of the afternoon game. 
 
Fans who have tickets to the June 23 game also have the chance to win “Sandlot” collectables: 
 
“As part of the celebration, fans will have the opportunity to win copies of “The Sandlot – 25th Anniversary 
Collector’s Edition” Blue-ray™ during the White Sox game. The collectible edition from Twentieth Century 
Fox Home Entertainment features a set of 10 custom Topps® baseball cards of the iconic characters as 
well as an all-new, full-color poster and booklet filled with behind-the-scenes photos from Director David 
Mickey Evans’ personal archive.” 

 
Rozner: Here's a problem MLB must address ASAP 
By Barry Rozner / Sun-Times / June 18, 2018 
 
Rob Manfred is trying. 
 
You can give the baseball commissioner that much. At least he's trying. 
 
Attendance is down this year, mostly due to weather and tanking, and perhaps to a lesser extent the lack 
of action on a baseball field, the result of the high-strikeout rate in the launch-angle era that features more 
relievers throwing very hard with hellacious spin rates. 
 
Manfred is looking for answers and usually comes up empty, wanting to look proactive but instead looking 
perplexed when he changes rules in an attempt to "fix" a game that's not broken, merely going through a 
cycle that will eventually correct. 
 
While he forms committees and searches for solutions, we offer a thought for the commissioner. 
 
How about making the product available for those who want to consume baseball in different forms and in 
different places? 
 
Seriously, the following email is a common occurrence these days, as are similar thoughts on social 
media, since this has become a weekly topic on our baseball show. 
 
Tom Lake lives just north of the Wisconsin border, but the same complaints have come from those who 
live near Rockford. 
 



"I've heard you talk about (the) ridiculous MLB blackouts on multiple occasions," Lake wrote recently. "I'm 
from Champaign, but have lived in Janesville, Wisconsin, for the past 2½ years. I've had MLB-TV since I 
moved up here so I could watch the Cubs. 
 
"Now, not only has MLB not done anything to limit blackouts, but they are expanding them. I am no longer 
able to watch Cubs or White Sox games. 
 
"They claim the lines were redrawn last off-season and MLB-TV was just able to get sites updated to 
reflect the change. They had no problem taking my $120 in March, though, knowing it would change. 
 
"Now, effective May 31, I'm in a blackout area and there is nothing they will do. Asked for my money back 
and they are 'seeing what they can do.' It's not even about the money. 
 
"I would pay 10 subscriptions to be assured I could see every Cub game. 
 
"I hope they keep working on limiting mound visits and pitch clocks so the game doesn't move slowly for 
all the people who can't watch. 
 
"Attendance in San Diego is a little over 7K tonight, one-sixth of capacity. Luckily, I'm not blacked out 
there yet so I was able to watch something." 
 
This is insanity. 
 
There are fans who would pay a premium, even more than the high cost now, to be able to watch any 
game, anytime, anywhere. 
 
And they should be able to do that. It's 2018 and there should no blackouts. 
 
Ever. 
 
Every game should be available on any device at any time in any city and at any venue, including the 
ballpark. 
 
The generation baseball is trying to capture will not tolerate a sport -- or be interested in it -- if that sport 
doesn't offer them instant access on any platform given that it's all they know about technology. 
 
Frankly, it doesn't matter what generation you're from. This is the world as we know it. 
 
Now, there are complications because of territorial rights, expensive cable deals and rights fees. These 
are big problems and the fixes will be more convoluted than some treaties and tariffs you hear about 
every day. 
 
But, Mr. Commissioner, this is bigger than any problem you have on your hands today and must be 
addressed immediately. 
 
You have fans who want to watch your games and can't. It's stunning that we have to even have this 
conversation, but this is happening and it ought to be your top priority. 
 
For the sake of your sport, fix it now. 

 
Dylan Covey’s bad night shouldn’t kill all optimism for his resurgence 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / June 18, 2018 
 
Dylan Covey actually had a bad outing in the major leagues in 2018, so it’s an opportunity to discuss his 
obstacles to effectiveness in something other than extremely theoretical terms. 
 



Though he struggled Monday night (5 IP, 6 H, 5 R, 4 ER, 5 BB, 2 K, HR, HBP, 56 of 94 for strikes), he 
actually lasted longer than the last time he started a game at Progressive Field, facing a decidedly good 
fastball hitting team while throwing mostly fastballs (although per Baseball Prospectus’ Rob McQuown, 
Cleveland is fairly neutral toward sinkers). He got pulled in the fifth last month in Cleveland mostly 
because that game was close and manager Rick Renteria was protecting a lead while Covey was dealing 
with similar control issues, whereas during Monday’s 6-0 loss, the White Sox were in trouble by the 
second inning and things worsened from there. It wasn’t a great matchup for Covey and he was facing 
the same team for the second time in a week, but unless there’s some secret plan for Cleveland to be 
excised from the division in the near future, such is life. 
 
Covey had bad control Monday night, which would be obvious enough from five walks (one intentional), 
but more specifically, he was pulling his two-seamer below the zone repeatedly and seemed to be 
searching for the right release point. The misses low seemed to kill all benefit of the doubt he might have 
had with home plate umpire Lance Barksdale with low strike calls, and between that and his self-made 
problems, he walked a lot of guys and couldn’t pitch over the extra baserunner. Pretty much every 
element of Covey’s game has improved from his grueling rookie season (strikeouts, walks, home run rate, 
ground ball rate) but as Renteria has indicated and Covey explained Sunday, trusting the action on his 
two-seamer to pound the zone is the central conceit of his game and his emergence. 
 
“I’m not trying to nitpick,” Covey said. “Last year I was, ‘hit the corner and if I miss, it’s down and out of the 
zone,’ which kind of led to me not throwing quality pitches. If I get lucky, I’d get away with some things 
and I just wasn’t throwing anything with conviction, which is what I’m doing now. 
 
“I just go with the approach of, ‘This is the spot I’m trying to hit, and if I hit it, that’s great, and if I don’t, I’m 
just going to rely on the action of my pitches to give me the benefit of the doubt with the guy.’ Maybe it’s 
right down the middle, but the action is late action so it might be hard for them to read what it’s going to 
do. My movement isn’t the same on every pitch so I think it’s hard for the hitter to read what the pitch is 
and have enough time to react to where it’s going to be and how to swing at it.” 
 
This might be a point in time for some to lament Covey’s two-seamer-heavy approach, but the number of 
starting pitchers who can navigate around poor fastball command is small. James Shields has enough of 
a mix that he can basically abandon one of three different fastballs if needed, and he and Covey talk all 
the time, but until Covey gets the arsenal of a 12-year veteran, this is what he has to work with. 
 
Covey said his four-seamer lacks the carry for him to use it effectively up in the zone, and his approach of 
trusting the movement on his sinker should lower the bar of how fine he has to be with his command. 
Ultimately it depends on how often these nights of poor control crop up. Covey has raved about his 
comfort with his mechanics and how much better he is about getting over his front side, but it’s been 
seven starts — we don’t know how consistent he can be, though he says the major hurdle to it has been 
removed. 
 
“Last year I wasn’t getting over my front side enough and it was causing a little hitch in my delivery and 
that little hitch I think was causing inconsistency in my ability to throw strikes and also inconsistency with 
my velocity,” Covey said. “There were games when I was throwing hard but it wasn’t — one game I’d be 
throwing 94 mph and then the next game I’d be 90-91 mph and I think now that I’ve gotten to that rhythm 
knowing what I need to do on a day-to-day basis leading up to that start to make sure that my body feels 
good so I can get over that front side every single pitch is one of the biggest differences.” 
 
Baseball Prospectus’ DRA metric has not been a fan of Covey’s start to the year (5.28) despite solid 
strikeout and walk rates, no home runs allowed until Jason Kipnis took him deep Monday night, and a 
ground ball rate (60.2 percent) that would lead all major league starters if he had enough innings to 
qualify. Essentially, the metric doesn’t trust Covey’s low swinging strike rate will continue to lead to 
strikeouts. 
 
Covey has an above-average — but not insane — number of strikeouts looking, which he would attribute 
to his movement being unpredictable and hard to read. But his eight swinging strikes on 94 pitches 



Monday actually improved his season rate, but only led to two punchouts. Essentially, like his walk rate, 
we’ll have to see how consistently his strikeout rate can outpace his whiff rate going forward, but it will 
depend on him getting himself into better counts and forcing hitters into difficult reads. His velocity (93.6 
mph, topping at 96 mph) remained very lively throughout, even if the movement didn’t look quite as nasty 
as his best work. 
 
Traditionally we’ve been taught that ground balls are the best way to mitigate a lack of swing-and-misses, 
and even on an off night, Covey’s stuff and results continue to indicate he could be one of the best in 
baseball in that regard. It’s certainly a route for success when it places emphasis on an elite infield, but 
the White Sox don’t have that up the middle yet. They have an athletic and developing infield with Tim 
Anderson and Yoán Moncada, who still are near the top of the league in errors at their positions. 
Moncada’s error and a bunt hit from Kipnis shifted the second inning from manageable to a three-run 
disaster, but Covey falling behind repeatedly and a lack of whiff put him in no position to escape the 
situation. 
 
Between the velocity remaining impressive and the ground balls staying present, there’s enough 
consistency from Covey’s good work to consider this as an off night, with the walks only serving as a big 
red flag if you assumed Covey had top-level control in the first place, which seems hard for someone who 
doesn’t throw anything straight. The big changes in Covey seem physical and with his approach, and that 
should still be in place in his next start. 
 
“I feel powerful on the mound, you know what I mean?” Covey said. “Just all my mechanics and 
everything I’ve been doing in the weight room is all starting to come together. On that fifth day every day, 
my body feels good, I have everything behind every single pitch I throw. Mechanically last year I wasn’t 
there, I didn’t feel strong. I wasn’t using my legs enough, I wasn’t using them the right way.” 

 
TA30: The Astros are up, Red Sox are down and the Orioles? Well… 
By Matthew Kory / The Athletic / June 18, 2018 
 
It’s TA30 time, gang. I’m Matt Kory and I’ll be your host, or if you’re an Orioles fan, your executioner. This 
week we’ll get into the Yankees, who get hits like grade-school children get rashes, the Mariners, who are 
turning one-run wins into their #brand, and the Mets, who continually find ways to dig deeper into the 
earth, metaphorically speaking. Also, a belated happy Father’s Day to all you dads out there, or, heck, 
even those of you who don’t pull your hat down on your head or who like a good “pull my finger” joke. 
Let’s get to it! 
 
1. Houston Astros (last week: 3) 
 
Eleven wins in a row, the second-most wins in baseball. But there’s gotta be something wrong with this 
team. Let’s see… starting pitching? No, that’s fantastic. Bullpen? Nope, that’s very strong. The outfield is 
wonderful, the left side of the infield is terrific… oh! First base! The Astros are not extremely amazing at 
first base! Ha ha! Deal with THAT, Astros fans!  
 
2. New York Yankees (last week: 2) 
 
While Luis Severino isn’t Max Scherzer, he’s out-pitching every other pitcher in baseball, including Justin 
Verlander, Gerrit Cole and Chris Sale. Beyond Severino though, there are some questions. For as 
fantastic as the Yankees are — and they are in great shape long-term as Levi said last week — they are 
at a disadvantage in the starting pitching department compared to Boston, Cleveland and especially 
Houston. 
 
3. Boston Red Sox (last week: 1) 
 
The Red Sox play 26 games in July. Twenty of those are against the Royals (last place), Rangers (last 
place), Blue Jays (second to last), Tigers (in second place but still with a below .500 record), Orioles (last 
place), and Twins (would be in last place but happen to be in the same division as the White Sox and 



Royals). This is what is known as the “eating Twinkies and drinking cola at 2 a.m. (or: padding one’s self)” 
portion of the schedule. 
 
4. Chicago Cubs (last week: 4) 
 
Don’t look now, but Jason Heyward is not a hot mess! His strikeouts are down, he’s hitting the ball harder 
more frequently, and he’s putting the ball in the air. I’m not saying he’s really good, but I think Cubs fans 
would take anything over “mid-air collision” at this point. When his contract isn’t immediately cited as the 
worst ever handed out by the organization, that’s moving in the right direction. Baby steps.  
 
5. Seattle Mariners (last week: 7) 
 
Exactly half the Mariners’ wins have come by one run. Sabermetric orthodoxy says one-run wins are 
mostly luck with some bullpen prowess tossed in, and teams that depend on winning those close ones 
are balancing their seasons on a house of cards. Mariners’ orthodoxy says “Have you seen the summer 
weather in Seattle? Enjoy making obscure baseball calculations while we drink great beer on perfect 75-
degree days while overlooking the mountains and the bay and watching the Mariners win.” 
 
6. Milwaukee Brewers (last week: 5) 
 
The Brewers are sticking right with the Cubs, and are a few lengths ahead of the Cardinals. Eric Thames 
is back and homering, and Lorenzo Cain looks like the rare free-agent contract the team won’t regret for 
at least a full season. 
 
7. Atlanta Braves (last week: 6) 
 
I am utterly fascinated with the resurgence of Nick Markakis, who is currently slugging .488. The last time 
Markakis had a slugging percentage that high was 2008. His on-base percentage is also higher than at 
any time since 2008. His strikeout percentage is lower than it’s ever been. He’s hitting .321, which is 
higher than he’s ever hit before in any season. He’s 34! He was bad last season! He and Zack Greinke 
need to have a talk.  
 
8. Los Angeles Dodgers (last week: 13) 
 
Yes, Ross Stripling could be in line for a spot on the All-Star team, but far more important is the answer to 
this question: what is the correct spoonerism for Ross Stripling? Is it Stoss Ripling or Soss Rtipling?  
 
9. Washington Nationals (last week: 8) 
 
The Nationals have the third-best starting staff in baseball, according to FanGraphs WAR, but it should be 
noted that more than half of that 8.3 total comes from Max Scherzer. Take Scherzer off the Nationals and 
replace him with a 1-win player and they drop to 12th. Take Scherzer and put him on the Giants and… 
[grimaces] he’d probably bust his shoulder falling off a dirt bike. Never mind.  
 
10. Arizona Diamondbacks (last week: T-10) 
 
Zack Greinke is almost worth his contract just for the stuff he says. Something like, “You don’t get better 
as you get older,” belongs in the Greinke Hall of Mutterings, which is located in a strip mall in Winter Park, 
Fla., just off I-4, north of Orlando. Years ago, I’d have bought every single copy of that bumper sticker and 
put them on the bumpers of every Ford Crown Victoria in the parking lot at the local Walmart.  
 
11. Cleveland Indians (last week: 9) 
 
If Mike Napoli’s playing career is over, he owes it to baseball to take one last shirtless, drunken stumble 
around every major league city before he takes on a coaching job with the Indians. Perhaps the Travel 



Channel would be interested in chronicling it. The show could be like “Where’s Waldo” but with 35 “lite” 
beers, two terrifying man nipples, and a party wake a mile wide.   
 
12. Los Angeles Angels (last week: T-10) 
 
There are 72 players — about half of the hitters who qualify for the batting title — who have an OPS lower 
than Mike Trout’s June slugging percentage. 
 
13. Philadelphia Phillies (last week: 14) 
 
The Phillies seem to be auditioning players at different positions to increase their flexibility in the instance 
that they are able to sign Manny Machado this winter. As ideal as that outcome sounds, perhaps they 
should look at the standings, note that they’re just four games out, and start using players in spots in 
which they can win baseball games now. Just a suggestion from your friendly neighborhood baseball 
writing dude.  
 
14. St. Louis Cardinals (last week: 12) 
 
José Martínez was cut by the White Sox, Braves, Braves again and Royals, before the Cardinals grabbed 
him. He played in the minors for 11 seasons before getting a shot in the majors. He averaged 5.6 homers 
per minor league season, but hit 14 last year for St. Louis and has 10 through 63 games this season. His 
career major league OPS is 138 points higher than his minor league OPS. When people talk about 
Cardinals’ Devil Magic they’re talking about José Martínez. 
 
15. Oakland Athletics (last week: 15) 
 
The A’s are the only team to have fewer stolen bases than caught stealings. Wait, is getting caught 
stealing the new under-appreciated asset? [runs to spreadsheet]  
 
16. Pittsburgh Pirates (last week: 19) 
 
The Pirates aren’t irreparably broken, though mostly because that implies they were ever a functioning 
team in the first place. Pittsburgh had a short run in the early 2010s, which included a 98-win team, but 
seem to have bounced back to what we can call “Pirates equilibrium.” That is to say around or a hair 
below .500 or so, and waiting until the deadline to sell off anything viable to restock so they can do the 
same thing next season. And the Reds think they’re depressing. 
 
17. Detroit Tigers (last week: 18) 
 
The Tigers have won five in a row and are 2.5 games back of Cleveland. Detroit is doing this in a season 
in which it is actively trying to lose in order to get good draft picks with which to rebuild. So, how bad are 
the Tigers? So bad they’re messing up losing.  
 
18. San Francisco Giants (last week: 17) 
 
Evan Longoria will miss six to eight weeks after hand surgery. Since this is 2018, expect him back for the 
World Series, where it says here he’ll hit .400 with five homers.  
 
19. Colorado Rockies (last week: 16) 
 
The Rockies’ bullpen is to relief pitching what an un-potty-trained puppy is to competitive ice dancing. 
Colorado has allowed 146 runs — 82 more than the league-best Astros’ pen. The Rockies are, in a word, 
bad. Bud Black calling the bullpen is like asking your doctor for an aspirin and getting a Lego and a glass 
of unleaded to wash it down.  
 
20. Toronto Blue Jays (last week: 22) 



 
The Blue Jays should hold a Viking funeral for their season. They can toss Josh Donaldson’s calf, Aaron 
Sanchez’s blisters, Kevin Pillar’s hot starts and the entirety of Kendrys Morales on a big wooden ship, 
wheel it out to center field and set it ablaze. It’ll be the only spectacular thing about Toronto’s season.  
 
21. Tampa Bay Rays (last week: 21) 
 
Mariners GM Jerry Dipoto: [crunching on a carrot stick] So is there anyone else on your roster who 
resembles a major league player? 
 
Rays GM Erik Neander: Ha ha! Good question! [ruffles papers] What about Paul Nardstick? 
 
Dipoto: Who?  
 
Neander: Or Flam Boysenbundle 
 
Dipoto: I… I don’t think 
 
Neander: We’d also consider moving either Gland Permflood or Tram Biscuits. 
 
Dipoto: No, no, no, there is nobody named Tram Biscuits 
 
Neander: Ha! You got me 
 
Dipoto: I’ll trade for Nardstick though 
 
Neander: Done.  
 
22. Minnesota Twins (last week: 20) 
 
The Twins didn’t just send Miguel Sanó to the minors, they sent him to Single A. The only worse option 
available was to send him to the Mets, but the Twins aren’t that cruel. 
 
23. San Diego Padres (last week: 23) 
 
Just because other major league teams are in need of a Hand doesn’t mean the Padres should trade him.  
 
24. New York Mets (last week: 24) 
 
The Mets don’t want to cut José Reyes because there are reasons, and asking questions about what 
those reasons might be is impolite. Also, Adrián González, who is hitting better than Reyes, just got 
dumped on his buns. The Mets offense is a collection of guys Mets fans will look back on in five or so 
years and think, Wait, that guy was on the Mets? which should clearly be their slogan. 
 
25. Texas Rangers (last week: 25) 
 
Look, between us, I could type out a few sentences that amount to “Rougned Odor’s contract is bad 
because Rougned Odor stinks,” but you’re better than that and this website is better than that and I might 
even be better than that on some select days, and I refuse to cheapen any of those things for a cheap 
Odor-odor joke. Still though. [long pause] Odor’s season has been pretty smelly. [runs for the hills] 
 
26. Cincinnati Reds (last week: 27) 
 
In the midst of a tough pennant race shaping up across baseball’s six divisions, perhaps step back a 
moment, find a relaxing spot and shed a tear for the Cincinnati Reds, who yearn simply for mere 
relevance. Of course, there was a time the Reds were important and that time was called “the 1970s.” 



Here’s hoping the Reds don’t need bell bottom jeans going back into style to propel them towards the top 
of the NL Central, because if that’s the case — enjoy the basement, Cincy.  
 
27. Miami Marlins (last week: 28) 
 
It’s been a little while since Derek Jeter did anything awful. Perhaps it’s time for the Marlins to schedule 
that “Bark (and Alligators) in the Park” event.  
 
28. Chicago White Sox (last week: 26) 
 
The White Sox took two of three from the Red Sox. In Boston. Against the top of their rotation. Then they 
lost three straight at home to the Tigers. As they said in “Field of Dreams,” “There comes a time when all 
the cosmic tumblers have clicked into place and the universe opens itself up for a few seconds to show 
you what is possible,” to which the White Sox added “…and then that time ends and the tumblers unclick 
and the universe slams its car door on your fingers.” 
 
29. Kansas City Royals (last week: 29) 
 
On Father’s Day, the Royals grounded into their league-leading 70th double play of the year, which was 
decidedly not nice.  
 
30. Baltimore Orioles (last week: 30) 
 
The Orioles have finally, mercifully benched Chris Davis, a single solitary act of clemency in a season that 
can only be described as an act of war perpetrated on their fan base.  

 
Sox is singular: Will the White Sox win more ‘without a Trayce’ and important Hawk Harrelson 
superlative news 
By Jim Margalus / The Atheltic / June 18, 2018 
 
The scoreboard behind the left field concourse at Guaranteed Rate Field is often dedicated to situational 
splits. Here’s a good example from Sunday’s White Sox-Tigers game: 
 
Hector Santiago entered the game on Sunday after pitching Saturday, and so the scoreboard gave his 
stats on zero days’ rest. In case you’re curious, opponents were 1-for-7 with four strikeouts entering the 
game and they’re now 1-for-10. 
 
Here’s a bad example from Sunday’s 3-1 loss: 
 
Trayce Thompson came to the plate in the second inning during a 91-degree afternoon, so the 
scoreboard showed his stats during day games. You’re not going to want to know the numbers, but I’ll tell 
you anyway: Thompson was 3-for-55 entering the game. He’s 3-for-59 now. 
 
The White Sox play their next afternoon affair on Wednesday at Cleveland, and Thompson may not be 
around for it. For all of his struggles during the days, he’s also hitting a measly .176 at night. There’s no 
way to carve his numbers to paint him in a positive light, so both his days and nights are numbered as 
Avisaíl García works his way through a rehab stint in Charlotte. 
 
García isn’t the cure for what ails the Sox, at least if he picks up where he left off to start 2018. He hit just 
.233/.250/.315 with zero walks to 17 strikeouts over 76 plate appearances before his injury. Pitchers 
easily used his aggressive impulses to beat him, especially with runners in scoring position, and he 
contributed as much as anybody to the Sox’s miserable stretch of play to open the year. 
 
On depth charts from other seasons, García’s extended absence could have posed a problem. If the 
White Sox had a 2017 Nicky Delmonico or 2019 Eloy Jiménez making himself at home with startling 
immediate production, Rick Renteria might find it awkward taking playing time away from a younger 



player with better numbers. In 2018, however, García will return to a right field in ruin. The White Sox are 
starting Plans C, E and F in the outfield on a good day, and evidently Thompson is unable to have even 
one of those. 
 
If nothing else, these conditions allow everybody a chance to hit a kind of reset button, although it’s less 
of a mulligan and more of a Phil Mickelson double-putt. The White Sox are awful, García helped lead 
them down that path before his injury, and everybody’s going to wear disappointing numbers at the end of 
the season. Yet if García can give them an MLB-caliber player at the position of greatest need, the Sox 
should be a more ordinary brand of subpar from here on out. That’s about all anybody can hope for in a 
season that shattered all expectations immediately. 
 
The quintessential #HawkSuperlative 1.) definitively answers a highly specific question few people ever 
ask, 2.) involves a player largely unfamiliar to younger baseball fans, and 3.) contains a lesser superlative 
inside the larger one. Maybe that’s the reason why the White Sox organized a nesting dolls promotion for 
him. 
 
The conditions have to be right, but there’s a cheat code. All you have to do is plant the greatest hitter in 
White Sox history next to Hawk Harrelson to get the juices flowing. 
 
Frank Thomas sat in with Harrelson on Sunday as the latest of the rotating cast of guest analysts 
celebrating Harrelson’s final year in the booth. I was in the stands and thus couldn’t hear the broadcast in 
real time, but fortunately several fine fellows kept me informed of the plaudits, which came spilling out 
early and often. For instance, in one first-inning monologue alone, Harrelson said Thomas: 
 
“Can talk as much about baseball as anybody you’ll ever see” 
“Can slice and dice a game as well as anybody you’ll ever talk to,” and 
“Was one of the four greatest right-handed hitters I’ve ever seen.” (Albert Pujols, Manny Ramirez and 
Miguel Cabrera are the others.) 
Those are all fine efforts, but the clubhouse leader for Superlative of the Year came along four innings 
later: 
 
Hawk: I want to tell you something. You had without question the two greatest at-bats – consecutive at-
bats – I ever saw, and I think you know who it was against. It was against Toronto… 
 
Frank: Yes. 
 
Hawk: …When you hit a slider, a rocket off the right-center field wall for a double. And the next time you 
came to the plate, and this guy Guzman… 
 
Frank: Juan Guzman. 
 
Hawk: …At that time had probably the best slider in the major leagues. 
 
Frank: With a 96 mph fastball. 
 
Hawk: And you hit that 96 mile-an-hour fastball halfway up those seats out there in left-center field to win 
the ballgame. You can’t hit those two pitches, and you did. 
 
Between the fleeting greatness of Guzman and the tangential slider superlative contained therein, it’s a 
fine superlative. The only thing keeping it from being a perfect superlative is that it might not have 
happened at all. 
 
The closest match I could find is a White Sox-Blue Jays tilt on July 20, 1993. Thomas hit a game-winning 
homer off Guzman to left-center in the sixth inning, but he grounded out the plate appearance before, and 
flied out to right the plate appearance after. Maybe the fly out was an impressive drive to the warning 



track, or maybe it happened in a spring training game. Or maybe Harrelson has transposed events 
between two of the thousands of games he’s called. 
 
I don’t have an interest in litigating the matter, because #HawkSuperlatives are more art than science, 
and art often takes liberties. But the greatest ones end with the realization that he’s probably right, and I 
couldn’t complete that connection here. Until firmer proof emerges, I’ll maintain that the two greatest 
consecutive at-bats I’ve ever seen were in the Tadahito Iguchi Game. Without question. 

 


