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Column | Larger-than-life 
Trevor Hoffman inspires 
larger-than-life statue 
 
Bryce Miller 
 

The plan, as Trevor Hoffman sees it, would demand a healthy dose of cloak and a 

whole boatload of dagger. 

It would be virtually impossible for the Hall of Famer — the man behind the National 

League’s reliever of the year award, “Hells Bells” and all the rest — to linger unnoticed 

near the statue of him that will be unveiled Saturday at Petco Park. 

But man, he would love to soak up those conversations. 

“I could go into Bobby Valentine mode and put on a mustache and sunglasses or 

something,” Hoffman said this week. “Dads will be telling kids and grandkids, ‘Oh 

yeah, that leg kick, he really got that high.’ And, ‘Believe it or not, he looks powerful, 

but he threw a change-up 75 mph and that was his out pitch.’ 

“It would be interesting to hear those stories.” 

Valentine made unintended history when he was ejected, as manager of the Mets, 

from an extra-innings game against the Blue Jays in 1999. He snuck back to the 

dugout in a T-shirt, snug hat, shades and a pair of upper-lip ornaments fashioned out 

of eye black. 

The creative slinking cost him two games and $5,000. 

To Hoffman, those back-and-forths at the base of his bronze likeness — a frozen piece 

of Padres history, a smidge taller than 9 feet and some 1,100 pounds — would be 

impossible to assign a value. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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The statue represents permanence. It’s forever and always. Trust, too, that there’s 

something surreal about seeing yourself in such a state, an out of body experience for 

someone who leveraged torque and talent to pile up an improbable 601 saves. 

When Hoffman visited the North Carolina studio of sculptor William Behrends in 

April, seeing the statue take form seemed a hazy dream. 

“I was waiting for him to say something to me,” Hoffman said. “Like, ‘What’s up man? 

What are you doing here?’ ” 

Hoffman is excited to survey the polished final product from Behrends, the 72-year-

old artist who 11 years ago sculpted the Petco Park statue of Tony Gwynn. Behrends 

also has rendered likenesses ranging from former Vice President Spiro Agnew to the 

sterling-silver faces of the last 30 Indianapolis 500 winners. 

Behrends’ work is so lovingly crafted and precise that it brought Giants legend Willie 

Mays to the verge of tears. 

The two discussed Hoffman’s signature leg kick, a knee so high it seems determined 

to pierce the sky, with all those moving parts forming a compact engine that caused 

ninth-inning hitters to melt. Behrends relentlessly studied the focused gaze toward 

the plate, a portrait of focus and concentration. 

The windup versus the stretch hints that Hoffman’s check-cashing change-up isn’t 

coming … yet. 

“Straight fastball,” Hoffman said of the statue’s grip. 

Behrends, who drove 2,200 miles to witness the statue’s arrival, has spent the last 

three months at a foundry in Atlanta where the final product was cast. 

The sculptor’s most recent projects, marble busts of former vice presidents Al Gore 

and Dick Cheney at the U.S. Capitol, represented the highest levels of politics. 

Hoffman embodies power of a far different sort. 

“I like the way he’s looking down at his target,” Behrends said. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/auto-racing/indianapolis-500-15039004-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
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The non-breathing Hoffman already is positioned in its permanent home, aptly 

overlooking the Padres’ bullpen. And here’s an unconfirmed, but safe bet about the 

veiled artwork: Hoffman will be facing the Park at the Park statue of Gwynn. 

One legend pitching to another, in perpetuity. 

Gwynn walked in one plate appearance against his future teammate, when Hoffman 

briefly pitched for the Marlins. His son, Tony Jr., finished 2-for-3 against the statue 

in the making, including a 2007 pinch-hit triple many Padres fans will never forget. 

“Well, I never got (Tony) out in life, so I’d forever be giving up base hits to him,” said 

Hoffman, when the possibility was posed of being forever oriented toward Gwynn. “I 

think the family is probably hitting about .600 against me.” 

Actually, .667 … with a .750 on-base percentage. But back to the statue. 

An early endorsement came from former teammate Steve Finley. 

“Everybody knows the high leg kick with that knee up there,” Finley said. “That’s 

Trevor.” 

One way Behrends ensures he can recreate a life-like subject is spending time with 

the real thing. He chatted with golf legend Ben Hogan for two days in Fort Worth, 

Texas. Before Gwynn’s statue was dedicated in 2007, he picked the brain of one of 

baseball’s purest hitters. 

“We spent hours talking baseball,” Behrends said. “He’d tell me about the things Ted 

Williams taught him about hitting. I was like, ‘Wow, what’s that worth?’ ” 

The time spent with Hoffman inspired, as well. 

“He’s special,” Behrends said. “He’s intimidating on the mound, but just a heckuva 

nice guy when you meet him.” 

As Behrends recalled the conversation on a perch in the Padres dugout Wednesday, 

Hoffman circled nearby — patiently signing autographs for clusters of fans with field 

access. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ted-williams-PESPT007977-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ted-williams-PESPT007977-topic.html
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When someone yelled from the stands, Hoffman pointed that direction to 

acknowledge the request. When he returned from the clubhouse minutes later, he 

spun toward the seats and yelled, “Hey, I didn’t forget you.” 

That Hoffman deserves a statue, too. 

Hoffman statue debut 

The statue dedicated to Hall of Fame relief pitcher Trevor Hoffman will be unveiled in 

a pregame ceremony Saturday at Petco Park. First pitch against the Diamondbacks is 

scheduled for 5:40 p.m. 

Statue size: The statue is a couple inches taller than 9 feet and about 1,100 pounds. 

By comparison, Tony Gwynn’s statue is 9½ feet and 1,200 pounds. 

Location: Accessible in Petco’s Park at the Park, behind the Padres bullpen. 

An imagined detail: Hoffman used to ask Nike to put the names of his children 

underneath the tongue of his playing shoes. Since those face down on the statue, it 

was impossible to represent the hidden detail. 

“Most fans didn’t know I had that on my shoes,” Hoffman said. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
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Nix, Padres stumble against 
Diamondbacks 
 
Kevin Acee 
 

The youngest player to participate in Thursday’s game spoke after his second major 

league start with the calm and conviction of a veteran who has endured numerous ups 

and downs in a long career. 

“You can’t live and die by every game,” Jacob Nix said. “I’m certainly not going to live 

or die by this game.” 

The 22-year-old right-hander said this after the lowest point of his big-league 

experience, following the high point that occurred six days earlier, which was when he 

threw six scoreless innings in his debut. 

Nix was a party to Arizona’s 5-1 victory over the Padres for just two outs, long enough 

for him to surrender all of the Diamondbacks’ runs and load the bases for a second 

time. 

Five relievers cobbled together the Padres bullpen’s second-longest outing of the 

season. The only lengthier contribution was 11 innings, also against the 

Diamondbacks and also scoreless, in the Padres’ 4-3 victory in 16 innings on July 8 in 

Arizona. 

The Padres got just five hits Thursday – one of them Hunter Renfroe’s 13th home run 

of the season, in the eighth inning – off Diamondbacks right-hander Clay Buchholz, 

who threw 112 pitches in his first complete game since 2015 and 10th of his 12-year 

career. 

On pretty much the other end of the spectrum, Nix is a little more than a year 

removed from pitching in Single-A. The third-round pick in 2015 is among just 20 

pitchers from his draft class to have advanced to the majors, one of the others being 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clay-buchholz-PESPT008348-topic.html
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teammate Brett Kennedy, who made his debut on Aug. 8. (Padres rookies Eric Lauer 

and Joey Lucchesi, who debuted in April, are among the six pitchers from the ‘16 

draft class to have pitched in the majors.) 

Nix, the Padres’ 14th-ranked prospect at the time of his promotion last Friday, began 

this season in Double-A, where he posted a 2.05 ERA in nine starts. He threw six 

scoreless inning in his only Triple-A start on Aug. 4. 

“A lot can happen in a year,” Nix said. “I think I’ve grown tremendously in that year. 

I’m here, and I’m here to stay. I’m going to learn how to do it. I’m going to make the 

adjustments I need to do.” 

Thursday fell just more than 51 weeks after Nix had an even worse outing. He gave up 

eight runs to the Frisco Roughriders last Aug. 22, in his fourth start for Double-A San 

Antonio. 

“This isn’t the worst I’ve ever had,” he said matter-of-factly. “It’s how you bounce 

back. … Most guys don’t come up here and find immediate success. If you do, you’re 

kind of a freak. I didn’t expect to, and I still don’t. I expect there are still going to be 

some speed bumps along the way. But I want to stay, and I’m going to keep putting 

the work in.” 

His perspective, the mix of confidence and denial that so many good pitchers possess, 

seemed derived of multiple sources. 

For one, he saw what happened to Lucchesi, Lauer, Kennedy and Walker Lockett, 

who all had rough debuts. He was the only one who didn’t suffer through a difficult 

opener, as he scattered four hits over his six shutout innings against the Phillies on 

the day of his call-up. 

Lucchesi and Lauer have had multiple poor starts and a number of good ones along 

their still--burgeoning journey. 

“I saw with Lauer and Joey coming up,” Nix said. “I knew there was going to be some 

times I wasn’t always going to be as good as I had been in Double-A or High-A or 
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Triple-A. There were going to be times I scuffled and stumbled. You have to get back 

up. … It’s definitely nice having some other young guys in the locker room.” 

He also got plenty of input from veterans and was told immediately by Andy Green 

when the manager removed him from Thursday’s game that now is the time you find 

out what a man is made of and that he has every confidence Nix has better days 

ahead. 

“He's going to be great,” Green said later. “He's going to be really good. He's got a few 

months of starts above A ball. Sometimes there's a learning process involved, 

especially as quickly as we've brought him and a couple other guys. … I think all of 

our pitchers, their resiliency is going to make them great in the long run, and he's got 

that inside of him. He's going to be fine.” 

Whether or not Nix lost control of his nerves in a calamitous second start, he certainly 

lost command of the two primary pitches that had facilitated his excellent 

introduction. 

“Want more of the same,” Green said Thursday afternoon. “Not asking him to change 

anything.” 

That meant tagging the proper lanes of the strike zone with his fastball and burying a 

still-developing but highly effective change-up. 

That did not happen this time, as the first eight Diamondbacks batters got five hits 

and two walks. Nix struck out Buchholz for the inning’s second out and then hit Jon 

Jaybefore walking off the field with Green holding the baseball he had just taken. 

Nix threw 42 pitches. 

Of his 30 fastballs, 11 were called balls while one was hit for a home run, one for a 

double, two for singles and one hit Jay. Nix threw five change-ups – three called balls, 

an infield single and a fly ball out. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jon-jay-PESPT000010149-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jon-jay-PESPT000010149-topic.html
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The Los Alamitos native left to a polite ovation, most of the enthusiasm coming from 

the group seated behind the home dugout, including a few with "NIX" on the back of 

their jersey. 

“I gave up a couple soft hits and walked a couple guys after I got a little frustrated, 

and next thing you know I was out of the game,” Nix said. “But everybody in here has 

had tough days. It’s part of it. It’s going to happen. It’s not the first and not the last, 

and I’m not the last guy it’s going to happen to. I’m going to come in tomorrow, go 

about my business, stick to my routine and get back at it.” 
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Padres notes: Makita calms 
down; Wingenter seems OK 

Kevin Acee 

Kazuhisa Makita replaced Jacob Nix with the bases loaded and two outs in Thursday’s 

first inning. 

It appeared possible a long night was in store for the Padres. 

But Makita got A.J. Pollock to ground out to end the first and went on to complete a 

career-high 3 1/3 innings without allowing a run. 

Makita was the first of four Padres relievers to work scoreless stints in a 5-1 loss to the 

Diamondbacks. 

“Maki was great, gave us some big innings today,” manager Andy Green said. “We 

needed that very, very badly.” 

Makita needed it. 

The 33-year-old rookie from Japan is on his fourth stay with the Padres, having spent 

significant time with Triple-A El Paso in a sojourn of a first season in the United 

States after signing a two-year, $3.8 million contract in January. 

“My best thing is to focus and stay within myself,” Makita said through interpreter 

Kenji Aoshima. “Whether I get hit or walk a batter, don’t let any of those things faze 

me. Just go out and pitch my style of pitching.” 

It seems the submarining right-hander got a little overwhelmed when his first major 

league campaign got off to a rough beginning. 

Seven games (7 1/3 innings) in, he had allowed six runs on six hits and already 

walked six of the 32 batters he had faced. He walked five of the 248 batters he faced 

pitching for the Seibu Lions in 2017. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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“The thing I was working on down in the minors was being able to get back to my 

style of pitching,” Makita said. “I didn’t have the results early on. I think that kind of 

snowballed in the wrong way. I was kind of forcing pitches. … (It was good) to go 

down to the minors and focus on what I was doing in Japan.” 

The soft-throwing Makita mixed in more fastballs (47) and just one curve among his 

59 pitches Thursday. 

“There's been more off-speed prone in the past,” Green said. “He threw a lot of 

fastballs today, beat guys above the barrel and was down and up with it.” 

Makita, whose fastball tops out just above 81 mph, said the difference was more 

mental. 

“I was able to get the feel of how I was pitching in Japan,” he said. “I did my job. … 

Maybe at times I had anxiety or being overwhelmed with the situation. I was able to 

go out there calm and more focused.” 

Makita’s season ERA of 6.10 is inflated by three outings (four innings) in which he 

has allowed 14 of his 21 total earned runs. 

After he pitched a scoreless ninth to close out the Padres’ 9-3 victory over the Phillies 

on Sunday, catcher Austin Hedges embraced Makita near the mound and spoke 

warmly to him. 

“I’m happy to have him back,” Hedges said later that day. “He’s definitely had a grind. 

This isn’t what he expected. He can get outs here. He just has to make pitches. It’s as 

simple as that. … He has the ability to do that. His stuff is good.” 

Wingenter scare 

Rookie reliever Trey Wingenter struck out all three batters in Thursday’s fifth inning, 

then got Jon Jay on a fly ball to start the sixth before Pollock returned a 95 mph 

fastball with a 101 mph line drive off Wingenter’s right (throwing) arm above the 

elbow. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
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The ball ricocheted past the first base line, as Wingenter had little outward reaction. 

He was removed from the game, and Phil Maton finished the sixth with two quick 

outs before pitching a scoreless seventh. (Robert Stock followed with a scoreless 

eighth, and Matt Strahm retired the Diamondbacks in order in the ninth.) 

“I think Trey's going to be fine,” Green said. “It might be a day or two before he's back 

on the mound, but he felt pretty good. It caught him in a weird spot right above the 

elbow. There was no need in that situation to ask him to go much further. … Once he 

was hit I wasn't going to ask any more from him. The early indications are he's going 

to be good. It might be a day, but he avoided something there. It looked scary for a 

second. 

Wingenter, who wore a wrap after the game primarily to keep swelling down, has 

struck out eight in 5 1/3 innings over his five appearances. 

Extra bases 

• Hunter Renfroe did not start for the first time in 14 games. But he entered 

Thursday’s game as part of a double switch in the sixth inning and in the eighth 

inning hit his 13th home run of the season. After hitting five homers in his first 

169 at-bats, Renfroe has eight in his past 84 at-bats (since July 14). 

• Cory Spangenberg started at second base and replaced Freddy Galvis at 

shortstop in the eighth inning. Spangenberg has now played second, third, 

shortstop and left field and pitched this season. 

• Green indicated before the game plans to start Christian Villanueva at second 

base for the first time on Friday night and later in the season get him work at 

shortstop in order to test his long-term versatility. And despite keeping 

Villanueva at third (rather than moving him to shortstop) due to a slightly tight 

hamstring, Green said he expects the rookie to play Friday. 

• Travis Jankowski has doubled to lead off back-to-back games. 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-villanueva-second-base-myers-margot-0816-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-villanueva-second-base-myers-margot-0816-story.html
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Padres continue to chase 
consistent plate discipline 

Kevin Acee 

The afternoon after they ticked off their manager, a number of Padres hitters 

participated in a version of soft toss in which balls were delivered over the plate at 

various spots in and out of the strike zone. 

Bench coach Mark McGwire watched from behind a screen while manager Andy 

Green and hitting coach Matt Stairs observed from behind the cage. 

It was yet another drill designed to promote plate discipline in a season in which the 

concept has dominated so many teaching moments. 

With the Padres about to face four Arizona Diamondbacks pitchers who have 

disguised balls as strikes effectively against them this season, the Padres might have 

done the drill even if Wednesday hadn’t happened. 

But, make no mistake, what happened Wednesday night really peeved Green. 

The Padres manager watched his team give away too many at-bats against a middling 

pitcher who entered that night’s game with a 4.61 ERA and allowing 1.37 walks and 

hits per inning pitched. The clear mandate in the pregame hitters’ meeting had been 

to wait for the fastball back over the plate. 

In their 3-2 loss, the Padres chased 25 pitches outside the strike zone. 

They got two hits in Angels starter Felix Pena’s six innings. Nine of Pena’s 18 outs 

were recorded on pitches outside the zone. 

Padres hitters later spoke of a slider by Pena that moved differently from what was 

expected, changing to sometimes appear to be a vertically dropping hard curve. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mark-mcgwire-PESPT004883-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/felix-pena-PESPTF00640-topic.html
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But in his postgame press conference, Green did not hesitate to turn the blame 

inward and had to stop himself from saying something a man with his level of 

decorum would have regretted. 

“Us,” Green said when asked what made Pena so effective. “Sometimes you give a guy 

too much credit. He’s not that – he's pitched fine. But at some point in time you have 

to lay off pitches that aren't strikes and then you have to attack the pitches that are in 

the strike zone. We didn't do that. There's no way around it. You're not going to win 

baseball games in the big leagues swinging at balls and taking strikes.” 

It was arguably as frustrated as Green has been all season. He often tends toward 

explaining the reasons for his team’s shortcomings and failings to the point that it 

sometimes sounds as if he is making excuses for his players. 

Not this time. Not when the Padres have collectively demonstrated how disciplined 

they can be. 

Sure, there have been ups and down throughout the season. 

The Padres are rife with young hitters. This is Stairs’ first season with the team. All of 

the young players who came up through their minor league system predate an 

organization-wide shift that teaches avoiding spin early in counts. 

Manuel Margot, Hunter Renfroe, Franchy Cordero, Austin Hedges and others have 

fluctuated between flailing at whatever is thrown and demonstrating a great 

understanding of the concept of being stubborn at the plate. 

But it certainly seemed the season-long preaching from Stairs and veterans Eric 

Hosmer, Freddy Galvis and A.J. Ellis about unselfish at-bats, swinging only at 

prescribed pitches and banishing bad swings from memories had taken hold. 

The Padres chased just 14 pitches Tuesday. Their rate of chasing pitches outside the 

strike zone in August (31.9 percent) is down more than a percentage point versus 

June and July. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Their 31.2 percent chase for the season is ranked 18th in the majors, up markedly from 

their season low of 27th. 

Then came Wednesday. 

“Bad execution of a game plan,” Stairs said prior to Thursday game. “… Yesterday was 

the worst game we played in August. There are going to be games like that. Now we 

see if we can bounce back and be stubborn hitters. It’s a mindset of getting back in the 

game plan.” 

This will be a particular challenge facing Arizona pitchers. Sunday starter Zack 

Greinke induces the 10th-highest chase rate in the majors (34.8 percent). Zack Godley, 

who starts Saturday, ranks 33rd at 31.7 percent and had the Padres chasing 48 percent 

of the pitches he threw outside the zone last month. Thursday starter Clay 

Buchholz had the Padres chasing 31 percent of the time when he faced them last 

month. 

“Real curveballs and real pitches we’ve chased throughout the year,” Green said prior 

to Thursday’s game. 

Plate discipline is important, because it makes a difference. Not so much in wins and 

losses for a Padres team that struggles to pair good pitching with good hitting — but 

in that it usually leads to a significant uptick in run production. 

But it only makes sense that being selective often leads to seeing more pitches, which 

generally leads to more players getting on base, which leads to more batters going to 

the plate, which leads to more runs. 

In fact, when the Padres average 5.5 runs per game when they send 38 or more 

batters to the plate and 2.7 runs in games in which they send 37 or fewer batters to 

the plate. 

That improvement would be expected makes the amount of improvement no less 

startling. 

“When we chase,’ Stairs said, “we aren’t very good – just like every team.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clay-buchholz-PESPT008348-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clay-buchholz-PESPT008348-topic.html
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Minors Mejia, Urias lead 
playoff-hopeful El Paso to 
win 
 
Jeff Sanders 

The Padres are a little more than two weeks away being able to expand their roster. Of 

course, Triple-A El Paso’s playoff push could delay September call-ups. 

It has the last two years. 

Top prospects Francisco Mejia and Luis Urias each had three hits Thursday night 

and right-hander Walker Lockett threw seven strong innings, leading the 

Chihuahuas to a 3-2 win over Las Vegas, their third win in a row and their 

10th straight home win. 

The win improved El Paso’s record to 70-52 overall and upped is division lead to five 

games with a little more than two weeks left to the Pacific Coast League season. 

Two years ago, the Padres waited until after El Paso won the league title to 

recall Austin Hedges, Manuel Margot, Hunter Renfroe and Carlos Asuaje. 

Renfroe, Travis Jankowski, Christian Villanueva and Rocky Gale didn’t join 

the Padres last year until after El Paso’s playoffs ended. 

Urias, Mejia and Lockett will merit consideration – before and after that time comes 

this year. 

Both Mejia and Urias are ranked among the top prospects in the game. 

Meija is hitting .338 after driving in two runs on three hits, including a double 

Thursday. Urias pushed his average up to .281 after going 3-for-4 with a double, a 

triple and two runs scored. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/walker-lockett-PESPTF00620-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_16_lvgaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
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The right-handed Lockett (5-6) has struggled in the majors, but has a 4.70 ERA after 

striking out six and allowing one run on six hits and three walks in seven innings 

Thursday and is already on the Padres’ 40-man roster. 

Other September call-up candidates include pitchers Cal Quantrill, Logan Allen, 

catchers Raffy Lopez and Brett Nicholas, second baseman Carlos Asuaje, third 

baseman Ty France and shortstop Javy Guerra. 

Left-hander Brad Wieck is currently on the disabled list. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (25-28, 59-
64) 

• Rancho Cucamonga 9, Storm 1: RHP Pedro Avila (7-8, 4.29) struck out seven 

but allowed four runs in 4 1/3 innings. LF Nate Easley (.279) went 3-for-4 

with a double and 3B Ruddy Giron (.260) and DH Michael Cantu (.214) 

each had two hits. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (25-26, 57-63) 

• TinCaps 5, South Bend 1 (7): LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (11-4, 1.81) struck out 

four and allowed one run on five hits in five innings in the win. LHP Dan 

Dallasdebuted in the Midwest League with three strikeouts in two perfect 

innings. 2B Esteury Ruiz (.253) hit his 12th homer and swiped his 41st base. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (8-13, 26-33) 

• Dust Devils 6, Vancouver 0: 2B Tucupita Marcano (.382) hit his first 

Northwest League homer, stole his second base and went 3-for-4 with three 

runs scored. CF Grant Little (.250) doubled in two runs and 1B Justin 

Paulsen (.229) singled in a pair. LHP Omar Cruz (0.42) struck out five over 

four scoreless innings in the start. He walked four and allowed one hit. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (12-6, 22-24) 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_16_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_16_souafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_16_triasx_vanasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Padres 10, Mariners 8: 2B Lee Solomon (.323) hit his sixth homer and drove 

in two runs on two hits, DH Nick Gatewood (.285) went 4-for-5 with an RBI 

and two runs scored and RF Agustin Ruiz (.272) went 3-for-3 with a double, 

two triples, two RBIs and two runs scored. RHP Dalton Erb (1-2, 3.16) turned 

in 3 2/3 scoreless innings in relief for the win. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (8-9, 23-22) 

• Brewers 2, Padres 0: LHP Joey Cantillo (1.70) struck out six and allowed one 

hit over six shutout innings in the start. RHP Tyler Mortensen (2-2, 6.62) 

allowed two unearned runs over two innings. C Alison Quintero (.292) went 

2-for-3 with a walk. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (32-32) 

• Padres 3, Reds 2: RHP Carlos Guarate (2.74) allowed an unearned run in six 

innings in the start and RHP Mauricio Rodriguez (2-1, 2.77) allowed an 

unearned run in two innings in relief for the win. LF Carlos Batista (.107) 

went 2-for-3 with a run scored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_16_mrnrok_pdrrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_16_sdprok_brrrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/scoreboard/index.jsp?sid=milb&org=135&ymd=20180816
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Trevor Hoffman Way inches 
closer to reality 

Jeff Sanders 

Trevor Hoffman Way is one step closer to reality. 

San Diego’s Downtown Community Planning Council voted late Wednesday night to 

approve renaming a stretch of Park Boulevard — from Tony Gwynn Drive to Imperial 

Avenue — for the Padres’ newly-inducted Hall of Fame closer. 

Final approval will come at a City Council meeting. The date it will be considered has 

not yet been determined. 

Hoffman last month joined Tony Gwynn and Dave Winfield as the only players 

wearing a Padres logo in the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Petco Park is currently located at Tony Gwynn Drive and Park Boulevard. Gwynn also 

has a statue at the Park at the Park. Hoffman’s own statue will be unveiled Saturday 

before a game against the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Hoffman recorded 552 of his NL-record 601 saves during his 16 years in San Diego. 

He was inducted into Cooperstown alongside Chipper Jones, Vladimir Guerrero 

Jr., Jim Thome, Jack Morris and San Diego native Alan Trammel. 

Morris and Trammell were elected by the Modern Baseball Era Committee. Hoffman, 

Guerrero, Jones and Thome were selected by the Baseball Writers’ Association of 

America. 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/san-diego-county/downtown-SDCT0035-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tony-gwynn-PESPT000011564-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/chicago-suburbs/winfield-CHIS0084-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chipper-jones-PESPT008396-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jim-thome-PESPT006854-topic.html
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Trevor Hoffman's 
Cooperstown plaque visiting 
Petco Park 

Jeff Sanders 

Trevor Hoffman’s got a great smile. That’s just not what Tom Tsuchiya had in mind 

when the Hall of Fame suggested photos of a grinning Hoffman as the inspiration for 

his bronzed plaque in Cooperstown. 

So Tsuchiya offered an alternative suggestion. 

“When I think of Trevor Hoffman,” said Tsuchiya, the Hall of Fame plaque sculptor 

since the Class of 2016, ‘it’s ‘Trevor time.’ You’ve got the ‘Hells Bells’ and it’s 

intimidating. It’s an emotionally powerful thing. He’s a big guy. He’s got the cap 

down. He’s got that piercing gaze. 

“I said, maybe we can do something in that light. They loved that idea.” 

On most days, Tsuchiya’s finished product – molded from plasticine clay and bronzed 

by Matthews International – resides at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and 

Museum. 

This weekend, Padres fans can see it up close at the Park at the Park: 

• Friday – 4:30 to 10 p.m. 

• Saturday – 3 to 4:30 p.m. and 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

All fans in attendance Saturday will receive a Hoffman plaque replica giveaway. 

Hoffman’s statue at the Park at the Park, as well as the plaque replica that will be 

permanently part of the “Padres in Cooperstown” display in the Palm Court Plaza will 

also be unveiled Saturday. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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Nix can't escape 1st inning of 2nd MLB start 

Bullpen provides 8 1/3 innings of scoreless relief, fanning 14 
 
By AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Last Friday, Jacob Nix was brilliant. The rookie right-hander worked six 
scoreless innings and became only the seventh Padre in history to work that deep in his debut 
without allowing a run. 

It was the type of start that lent perfectly to overreaction. 

On Thursday, in his encore performance, Nix was poor. He didn't make it out of the first inning, 
in the Padres' 5-1 series-opening loss to the D-backs. He allowed five runs and exited with the 
bases loaded. 

It, too, lent perfectly to overreaction. 

It's safe to say Nix will eventually settle somewhere in between those two polar opposites. For 
the Padres, that's why the season's final month and a half figures to be so useful. They'll get the 
opportunity to learn a lot about Nix -- and a handful of their other young starters -- at the big 
league level. 

There will be nights like Friday, when optimism abounds. And there will be nights like Thursday, 
when reality sets in. The Padres currently carry a pitching staff with eight rookies, including 
three starters. There are going to be growing pains. 

"It's an adjustment for everybody," Nix said afterward. "Most guys don't come up here and find 
immediate success. If you do, you're kind of a freak. I didn't expect to, and I still don't. There's 
still going to be some speedbumps along the way. But I want to stay, and I've got to keep 
putting the work in." 

Nix was hit hard early. Jon Jay opened the game with a double and A.J. Pollock followed with 
a walk, before David Peralta blasted a three-run homer to straightaway center field. Seven of 
the first eight D-backs hitters reached base. Nix was removed after plunking Jay with his 42nd 
pitch. 

Less than a year ago, Nix put forth a similarly dreadful start, allowing eight runs over two-thirds 
of an inning in his fourth outing after being promoted to Double-A San Antonio. Suffice it to say, 
he's come a long way since then. He entered Thursday's game with a 1.67 ERA across three 
levels this year. 

"A lot can happen in a year," Nix said. "I think I've grown tremendously in that year. I'm here, 
and I'm here to stay. I'm going to learn how to do it up here, and I'm going to make the 
adjustments I need to." 

Nix isn't the first Padres rookie starter to experience early trouble. Eric Lauer and Joey 
Lucchesi both bounced back. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/656798/jacob-nix
http://m.mlb.com/player/445055/jon-jay
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/444482/david-peralta
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi


  

 22 

"These three guys that have been in our rotation -- Lauer, Lucchesi and Nix -- they're to the big 
leagues as quick as anybody is," manager Andy Green said. "If you don't expect a few moments 
like this along the way, you're probably pretty naive." 

Kazuhisa Makita was the first of five very effective Padres relievers. Makita escaped the first-
inning jam and worked 3 1/3 innings of scoreless relief, allowing only one hit. Trey 
Wingenter, Phil Maton, Robert Stock and Matt Strahm also pitched scoreless ball -- though 
Wingenter exited early after being struck in the right forearm by a line drive. 

Their efforts went for naught. The Padres could not solve D-backs right-hander Clay Buchholz, 
who threw a complete game, allowing five hits and his only run on a Hunter Renfroe homer in 
the eighth. 

MARVELOUS MAKI 
Makita's rookie season clearly hasn't gone as planned. The Padres signed the veteran reliever 
from Japan to a two-year deal worth $3.8 million during the offseason. Despite his low velocity, 
the Padres thought the quirks in his submarine-style delivery might be enough to keep hitters 
off-balance. 

That hasn't been the case. Makita owns a 6.10 ERA, and he's spent a chunk of the year with 
Triple-A El Paso. But he'll get the chance to salvage his season over the next eight weeks, and 
he took advantage on Thursday night with 3 1/3 very good innings. 

"The thing that I was working on down in the Minors was to be able to get back to my style of 
pitching," Makita said through a team interpreter. "I didn't have the results early on. I think that 
snowballed in the wrong way." 

On top of his solid effort on the mound, Makita got a rare at-bat in his long-relief effort. Including 
his seven seasons in Japan, Makita is 0-for-29 with 24 strikeouts. 

Yet he managed to scorch a 99-mph liner to left field that was tracked down by Peralta. That's 
16 mph harder than the fastest pitch he's thrown this season, and it was higher than the exit 
velocity on any batted ball that he allowed Thursday. 

"That ball was crushed," Green said. "It would've been nice to see him get a hit right there." 

SPANGY AT SHORT 
Utility man Cory Spangenberg can now add two innings at shortstop to his resume, though he 
didn't get any ground balls hit in his direction after moving to short in the eighth. Green noted 
that Spangenberg might see further time there late this season. If Spangenberg can serve as a 
true backup shortstop, it'd certainly increase his value to the Padres going forward. 

HE SAID IT 
"As you have these outings and you come back from these outings, you start to get an 
indication of how these guys are wired and how they respond to adversity. That's the clearest 
sign you're going to get to how great somebody's going to be in the long run. The measure of 
their greatness will always be in the resiliency." -- Green, on evaluating his young starters 

http://m.mlb.com/player/628318/kazuhisa-makita
http://m.mlb.com/player/622259/trey-wingenter
http://m.mlb.com/player/622259/trey-wingenter
http://m.mlb.com/player/664208/phil-maton
http://m.mlb.com/player/476594/robert-stock
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/453329/clay-buchholz
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
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UP NEXT 
Lucchesi looks to build on his already impressive rookie season when the Padres host the D-
backs on Friday night at 7:10 p.m. PT. The funky left-hander owns a 3.45 ERA in 18 starts this 
season and is coming off six innings of two-hit ball against the Phillies. Arizona counters with 
left-hander Robbie Ray, and Christian Villanueva could earn his first career start at second 
base. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592662/robbie-ray
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
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Reliving the legendary Trevor Hoffman trade 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- Last month, legendary Padres closer Trevor Hoffman took his place in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. This weekend, he'll be immortalized at Petco Park. 

The Padres are set to unveil a statue of Hoffman on Saturday, and they'll spend their entire 
weekend series against Arizona celebrating the beloved right-hander. Hoffman's No. 51 is 
already retired, and now he'll join Tony Gwynn and Dave Winfield with replica plaques in the 
Padres Hall of Fame. 

But Hoffman would never have been a member of the Padres if not for a perfect confluence of 
events in June 1993. If the city of San Diego had its way at the time, Hoffman wouldn't have 
been a Padre at all. If the right teammates hadn't arrived later that year, perhaps Hoffman never 
would have learned his signature changeup -- arguably the best changeup in baseball history. 

The buildup and aftermath of the Hoffman trade have become legend in San Diego. Those 
closest to the story tell it best: 

1. The fire sale 
The Padres hired Randy Smith as general manager in June 1993 with one objective: slash 
payroll. Former GM Joe McIlvaine resigned when it became clear that then-owner Tom Werner 
was orchestrating a selloff. In '92, Craig Lefferts and Tony Fernandez were traded, and Benito 
Santiago left in free agency. Darrin Jackson was moved the following spring. When Smith's 
tenure began, the Padres were 13 1/2 games back in the National League West -- and had two 
untenable contracts on the books. 

Smith: "I took over on June 9, and I was faced with moving payroll. Really, that meant Gary 
Sheffield and Fred McGriff. Surprisingly there wasn't a whole lot of interest in either guy." 

Jim Riggleman, Padres manager 1992-94: "Everybody was available. We traded everybody, 
from Benito Santiago to Randy Myers, Sheffield, McGriff, Jackson, Tony Fernandez, Larry 
Andersen, the list goes on. None of it was received well. But Gary had almost won the Triple 
Crown the year before. Gary was about the last one to go." 

Josh Stein, then a young Padres fan growing up in San Diego, now assistant GM: "Sheffield 
was the guy. He was the most young, exciting player. He was the player you wanted to go see 
every time you went to the ballpark. When you're a young fan, maybe you don't necessarily 
understand the business side of the game. But you hear the word 'firesale' thrown around, and 
there's a lot of frustration. It just doesn't make any sense. Why trade this All-Star-caliber young 
player for a guy you've never heard of?" 

Smith: "We wanted to rid ourselves of all the contractual obligations and really take back Major 
League-minimum players or prospects. There wasn't a ton of interest. We had a few 
conversations. Boston was one, but that went away quickly. ... I had one conversation, and I 
actually hung up the phone and laughed. What they were offering was ridiculous. There just 
wasn't interest in Gary. 
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"Obviously he was a tremendous player, but he had some makeup issues. I bailed him out of jail 
the week before I traded him when he got arrested in Houston [for arguing with a police officer]. 
There were a lot of things that probably went into some teams' lack of interest. But fortunately, 
Florida was drawing well. They wanted to make an impact and reward their fans." 

Riggleman: "I remember [bench coach] Rob Picciolo, who has since passed away, standing 
there, and we knew we had been talking to the Marlins about a trade. I remember playing the 
Marlins, and he said: 'Wow, this kid [Hoffman] might be a nice guy to pick up.' He was pitching in 
middle relief, but he was very impressive." 

Hoffman: "I had really grinded through the Minor Leagues in the Reds' system. In two months 
there with Florida, I was given a shot in the big leagues and a free car to drive around. Life was 
good." 

2. The trade 
On June 24, Sheffield was named to the Padres' 25th-anniversary all-time team. He was traded 
the very same day. Sheffield went to the Marlins, along with left-hander Rich Rodriguez. In their 
inaugural season, Florida made the splash it hoped to make. In return, the Padres received 
three unheralded right-handers: Andres Berumen, Jose Martinez and a rookie named Trevor 
Hoffman, who had been taken by the Marlins in the Expansion Draft the previous offseason. 

Smith: "I had just come from the Rockies, so I had done the preparation for an Expansion Draft 
as well. I was familiar with all the names we were discussing. Hoffy was the guy we asked for 
right off the get-go. He had to be included. We asked about [Darrell] Whitmore and Carl Everett. 
Really, we went right after what we thought were the premium names from the Expansion Draft 
the year before. But my thought was to build with pitching. ... The whole process probably took 
three, four, five days." 

Trevor: "[The Marlins] didn't bring me in. They just kind of waited for me to get into the 
clubhouse that particular day. They told me at my locker, 'You've been traded.' ... I was a little 
taken aback by it all." 

Tracy Hoffman, Trevor's wife: "He gets traded, and he's crushed because he thought the 
[Marlins] loved him, and he doesn't understand how it all works. And I don't understand. So I 
start packing up our apartment. I had no idea that when you get traded, the team actually packs 
it up. So here I am trying to pack everything, and I was like, 'Gosh, this is not fun, I don't know if 
I'm cut out for this.'" 

Glenn Hoffman, Trevor's brother, nine-year big leaguer and Padres third-base coach: "I 
remember settling him down, telling him, 'You're going to a great place. They're rebuilding. They 
want you there. They're going to be patient with you, and you're going to love the city and really 
be able to blossom into a player there.'" 

Trevor: "Glenn came through with some knowledge. He said, 'Hey, you're going to go to a place 
that they're going to give you a chance to play at the big league level, and they're not going to 
worry about wins and losses for a little bit. And Mom and Dad [from Orange, Calif.] are going to 
get a chance to watch you play in person.' He couldn't have been more right." 
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One of Hoffman's lasting memories of his arrival in San Diego was his first interaction with Tony 
Gwynn. 

Trevor: "I got up enough nerve to go over and shake his hand. He couldn't have been more 
polite. I remember the big laugh. He was close to the video room. Now looking back at it, he was 
going on probably the seventh turnover of his club -- maybe even more. Fortunately it worked 
out, and we get him to the World Series in '98. But I bet you he wasn't overly thrilled with the 
circumstances. He couldn't have been more cordial -- even though he's losing teammates that 
were going to give him a chance to win." 

3. The aftermath 
Hoffman is a Hall of Fame-caliber closer, but he didn't look the part in June 1993. A day after 
the trade, he surrendered three runs in a game against the Reds. He blew a save in his next 
appearance two days after that. The fans at Jack Murphy Stadium voiced their displeasure as 
Hoffman allowed runs in six of his first seven outings -- totaling 12 runs in eight innings during 
that span. 

Ted Leitner, longtime Padres broadcaster: "The response to the trade was basically: 'For who?!' 
These were not happy people." 

Smith: "I will never forget that as long as I live. We're trading a player that had just come off of a 
great year in '92 and was named to the franchise's all-time team. We got back three no-names, 
three guys from an expansion team nobody had ever heard of. They were all prospects or 
rookies, and fans were very, very upset. Probably understandably so. It was a rough time to be 
a young general manager." 

Trevor: "I didn't realize the brunt of the impact from the trade that I was going to get when I got 
here. I thought I was just going to a different team. ... I didn't know what I was walking into." 

Leitner: "Yeah, there were boos. They were taking it out on him because they wanted Gary 
Sheffield back, which is understandable. They weren't booing Trevor Hoffman. Trevor was a 
non-entity. You could've made up a name and introduced him, and he would've gotten booed. 
They were taking it out on the front office for pulling the plug and making the deal." 

Smith: "Hoffy took the brunt of it. He was the face of the trade. It wasn't fun going anywhere in 
San Diego at the time. I watched the games from the pressbox. Walking around town, going to 
restaurants, going to the grocery store, the airport, it was not fun when anyone recognized you." 

Tracy: "The Padres weren't really all that loved. [The fans] were not excited to have this Trevor 
Hoffman rookie get traded for a Gary Sheffield. We really were nervous about saying what he 
did for a living. We had to say, 'If you get asked what you do for a living, what are you going to 
say? Because you can't say you play for the Padres. They can't find out who you are, because 
they hate you.' We said he'd say he worked in a cookie factory because that would be easy, 
because no one would ask any questions about it." 

Trevor: "I just wanted to disappear. Let me do my job. I was just converted two years ago [from 
a shortstop] to a pitcher. I had no stress in Florida. Bryan Harvey was their closer. I got a couple 
opportunities, but mostly I was vanilla. I was in the weeds." 



  

 27 

Glenn: "The first month, I had to have a few phone calls with him. He was living in a hotel. I'd 
see the paper in the morning, and I'd go, 'Oh gosh, I'd better give him a call.'" 

Smith: "I remember talking to him, saying, 'Hey, it's going to be a rough period. Don't take any of 
this personally. Don't you try to justify the trade. That's not on you. You've got to go out and be 
Trevor Hoffman.' Most guys don't have that inner confidence. It could've buried some people. He 
got a lot of flak, and he struggled initially. But he fought his way out of that funk, and he's gone 
on to become one of the most popular Padres of all time. There's a reason he's a Hall of 
Famer." 

4. The transition 
It wasn't so obvious at the time, but Smith was putting the right pieces in the right places. The 
Padres landed Brad Ausmus, Andy Ashby and Doug Bochtler from Colorado for Bruce Hurst 
and Greg Harris -- one of the more lopsided deals in franchise history. They acquired Donnie 
Elliott and Melvin Nieves for McGriff. The year before, Derek Bell arrived in the Fernandez trade 
-- and Bell would be shipped to the Astros in the deal that landed Ken Caminiti and Steve Finley 
in San Diego. 

Smith: "Florida was really the only team that wanted to talk about Sheffield. … I really don't 
know [what would've happened if they weren't willing to trade]. Fortunately we didn't have to go 
down that road. I'm glad it worked out the way it did. We were able to do so well because 
Florida wanted to reward their fans. And maybe it pushed Colorado to feel the same way. They 
wanted to reward their fans, too. And [so they] took Harris and Hurst for Ausmus, Ashby and 
Bochtler." 

Bochtler: "That's got to be one of the most lopsided trades ever. Bruce Hurst pitched three 
games for the Rockies." 

Trevor: "I just put the hat down a little bit tighter and tried not to worry about the noise and just 
try and get through games. ... I took a couple good shots to the nugget, you might say. I had a 
little bit of a standing eight count before I got my feet wet." 

Leitner: "He didn't have the changeup yet, but he threw 95 [mph], and he was very good. That 
was obvious. And it all connects to the firesale. In the Atlanta trade [for McGriff later that month], 
the Padres get … Donnie Elliott. And Donnie Elliott, the reliever, teaches Trevor how to throw a 
changeup. There's the aha moment. ... People forget Donnie Elliott. Donnie Elliott ought to be in 
the Padres Hall of Fame for teaching Trevor the changeup." 

Bochtler: "We were catch partners. The first one of those changeups he ever threw, I missed it. 
He was going around in 1995 asking people, 'Hey, you have a good changeup, how do you 
throw your changeup? 

"I was like, 'Dude, you throw 97 mph. Why are you looking to throw a changeup?' He goes, 'I'm 
not always going to throw 97.' So he was fiddling around one day. We were down the third-base 
line where we played catch at Jack Murphy [Stadium]. He threw me one, and it went right 
between my legs. I went, 'Whoa, can you do that again?' And he said, 'Yeah, I think so.' He 
threw me another and it tipped off my glove and landed between my feet. I'm like, 'Dude, 
whatever that is, you need to throw that.' He slowly started to break it out in games. But I'll never 
forget it, the first time he threw it, and then to watch it turn into what it turned into." 
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5. The Hall of Famer 
You know the rest. Hoffman saved 601 games, posted a 2.87 ERA and spent the next 16 
seasons in San Diego. Twenty-five years later, the trade is looked upon fondly by both 
franchises. Sheffield helped the Marlins to the 1997 World Series. Hoffman and the Padres 
reached the Fall Classic a year later. Hoffman was inducted into the Hall of Fame this year. 
Sheffield remains on the ballot, having earned 11.1 percent of the vote. 

Hoffman, during his Hall induction speech: "I'm reminded of another John Wooden quote: 
'Things turn out best for the people who make the best of the way things turn out.'" 

Smith: "As a GM you have to always be looking forward. Some trades are going to work out, 
some aren't. You can't undo them. But I felt pretty comfortable about that trade pretty quickly. I 
saw what kind of person we had, his makeup, his work ethic, his leadership." 

Riggleman: "I can't even tell you now who the other guys were [in the trade]. Hoffman came in 
and pitched for us, did a nice job. He got a couple closing opportunities. Then the next year, 
very early in the season we put him in there as the closer. The rest was history." 

Bochtler: "[The firesale] gave us a base. You look around the field at the pieces that came from 
those deals -- behind the plate, center field, third base, shortstop, the rotation, the bullpen -- you 
can't look back at that and say that was a negative in Padres history. We ended up winning the 
West in '96 with a lot of those pieces." 

Stein: "It probably wasn't until the '96 run [that Hoffman became a beloved figure in San Diego.] 
The team started contending, and you started seeing him pitch meaningful games and close 
meaningful games. Obviously, he became as big a part of this franchise as anyone." 

Hoffman: "I really don't think it could've turned out any better. Driving down to Petco Park today, 
I was thinking the same thing: How lucky can one guy get? I get to spend over a decade in one 
spot, and that spot is San Diego. I'm embraced by the community and the organization. I think 
about someone else in any other organization. Could they be any happier than I am? It's really 
hard to think so." 
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Villanueva could see time at second, 
shortstop 

Experiment prompted by Myers moving to third base; Hughes released 

 
By AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Christian Villanueva's long-term place on the San Diego roster is as uncertain 
as it's ever been. That much was made painfully clear earlier this month when the Padres 
embarked on their Wil Myers-at-third-base experiment. 

Where does that leave Villanueva, who has started 90 games there this season? Well, he's 
currently on the outside looking in when it comes to starting jobs. But those starts might not be 
so scarce after all. 

While the Padres experiment with Myers at third, they'll conduct a similar experiment with 
Villanueva. The goal is to discover just how versatile he can be. 

"I have a lot to contribute, being able to play multiple positions," Villanueva said. "Second is the 
only infield spot I've never played in the Majors, but nowadays with shifts, I feel like I've already 
played over there. I feel like I have a lot to add to the team by being versatile." 

On Monday, Villanueva played first base. Thursday night, he was back in his traditional role at 
third. But it seems likely Villanueva plays second base on Friday against left-hander Robbie 
Ray, with the Padres looking to load their lineup with right-handed hitters. 

Come September, the Padres might also give Freddy Galvis some time off while they learn 
what they have in Villanueva at shortstop. 

"We're looking for options as we go forward into next year to provide depth at multiple 
positions," said Padres manager Andy Green. "You're looking to find who can be real utility guys 
for you going forward, and the only way you're going to find that utility is if you let them bounce 
around the field a little bit." 

The season has been a grind for Villanueva, who is reaching base at a .297 clip, despite his 
team-leading 20 home runs. He started hot and earned National League Rookie of the Month 
honors in April. He cratered in May and was poor again in July. But entering play Thursday, 
Villanueva was hitting .375/.474/.531 in 10 August games. 

"The first part of August has been good," Green said. "You could see real fight to all of his at-
bats. There was a relentless grind that we thought was really, really good. He's had a nice 
stretch here. What we're looking for guys to do is, as teams start to attack you a certain way, 
either fight that off or don't swing at it." 

That's always been the biggest challenge for Villanueva. He has immense pull-side power when 
he swings at strikes. But he has a hard time deciphering strikes, especially against right-handed 
pitching. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592662/robbie-ray
http://m.mlb.com/player/592662/robbie-ray
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
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Villanueva's chase rate sits at 37.4 percent this season, seven points higher than the league 
average. Because opposing pitchers are aware of that tendency, they don't throw him strikes 
often. Only 41.3 percent of pitches to Villanueva have been in the strike zone. 

Villanueva's ability to limit his chases will ultimately determine the trajectory of his career. For 
now, however, he can augment his short-term value if he's capable of playing all four spots in 
the infield. It could make the difference as to whether he earns a roster spot next season. 

"I like being where I'm used to, which is third base," Villanueva said. "But for me, as long as I'm 
in the lineup, I'm happy." 

Padres release veteran Hughes 
The Padres released Phil Hughes on Thursday, after designating the veteran right-hander for 
assignment last week. They remain on the hook for a little more than $7 million on his contract 
in 2019 (with the Twins paying the rest). 

Hughes posted a 6.10 ERA in 16 appearances for San Diego after the May trade that brought 
him over from Minnesota. The Padres gave up next to nothing in that deal, essentially taking on 
part of Hughes' salary to acquire a Draft pick (and the bonus pool money that comes along with 
it). 

With that Draft pick, the Padres selected Grant Little, an outfielder out of Texas Tech. After 
news of Hughes' release broke, he self-deprecatingly took to Twitter to acknowledge the reason 
behind the trade. 

 

Best of luck to Grant Little. You better do me proud! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/461833/phil-hughes
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Wingenter OK after taking comebacker off 
arm 

Right-hander only expected to miss 'a day or two' 
 
By Katie Woo 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Promising rookie Trey Wingenter departed Thursday's 5-1 loss to the D-backs 
after being hit by a line drive on his pitching arm, and will be day to day, according to manager 
Andy Green. 

Wingenter had recorded one out in his second inning of relief when A.J. Pollock lined a 95-mph 
fastball back to Wingenter. The comebacker -- measured at an exit velocity of 101 mph -- struck 
Wingenter on his right arm. 

Green indicated he felt the team dodged a bullet, noting that the pitch caught Wingenter in a 
weird spot above his elbow. 

"We didn't need, in that type of situation, to ask him to go much further," Green said. "Stretching 
him to two innings is rare for him, through his Minor League time he'd only done that a couple 
times. For us to ask him for that second inning, once he was hit, I wasn't going to ask anything 
more of him." 

Green doesn't expect Wingenter to miss much time, only "a day or two." 

Wingenter, who was called up for his Major League debut on Aug. 7 in hopes of further boosting 
one of the National League's best bullpens, had made four career appearances prior to 
Thursday's. He's given up one earned run in four innings and had struck out the side for the first 
time in his career the inning before the injury. 

Wingenter posted a 3.45 ERA and 1.20 WHIP in 44 innings in the Minor Leagues before 
debuting with the Padres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622259/trey-wingenter
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/jacob-nix-struggles-in-second-padres-start/c-290696678
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
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Cooperstown arrives for Hoffy celebration 

By Bill Center | San Diego Padres 

Bill Center, longtime sportswriter for U-T San Diego, is an employee of the Padres. 

On July 29, San Diego followed Trevor Hoffman to the Hall of Fame induction ceremonies in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. 

This weekend, Cooperstown comes to Petco Park. 

Each of the four games against the Arizona Diamondbacks this weekend at Petco Park will 
commemorate Hoffman's induction into the Hall of Fame. 

Fans attending the Thursday opener of the four-game series will receive a No. 51 replica jersey. 

On Friday, the gift for fans will be the Hoffy Table Book -- a 54-page look at the life and times of 
the Hall of Fame closer from when he was born through his entry into the Hall of Fame. 

The book includes a list of Hoffman's achievements and photos of him reaching milestones en 
route to becoming the first closer to reach the 500- and 600-save plateaus. 

The book also includes pictures of Hoffman with Padres teammates over the years, including 
during San Diego's National League championship season of 1998, when he had a career-high 
53 saves in 54 opportunities. 

Saturday will feature the unveiling of Hoffman's statue at Petco Park. Attending fans will also 
receive a replica of the Hoffman plaque that hangs in the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. 

Hoffman's plaque will be along K Street in left field, overlooking the Padres' bullpen. The statue 
will show Hoffman throwing in the direction of the Tony Gwynn statue on the knoll atop the Park 
at the Park. 

The bronze Hoffman statue was carved by William Behrends, of Tryon, N.C. Behrends also 
sculpted the Tony Gwynn statue using the same "wet clay" method before casting it in bronze at 
a foundry in Atlanta, Ga. 

The statue is 107 inches in height and 63 inches at its widest point. It will stand on a 5-foot 
granite base weighing 18,905 pounds. The statue itself weighs 1,500 pounds and was driven to 
San Diego by Behrends. 

Fans attending Sunday's game will receive a replica of the Hoffman statue that was unveiled 
Saturday night. 

The games on Thursday and Friday will start at 7:10 p.m. Saturday's game is at 5:40 p.m. 
following the unveiling ceremonies. Sunday's game starts at 1:10. 
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Buchholz pitches four-hitter, 
Diamondbacks beat Padres 5-1 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- For a player who was without a job in April, Clay Buchholz is performing like a 
mainstay. 
 
Buchholz pitched a five-hitter, David Peralta hit a three-run homer and the Arizona 
Diamondbacks beat the San Diego Padres 5-1 on Thursday night in the opener of a four-game 
series. 
 
A minor league free agent signing in May, Buchholz (6-2) allowed a leadoff double to Travis 
Jankowski but retired the next 13 batters he faced. Hunter Renfroe homered in the eighth before 
Buchholz retired the side in the ninth en route to his 10th career complete game and his first 
since 2015. 
 
"It felt good," Buchholz said. "It has been a little bit since I threw a complete game. I didn't have 
my changeup, so to do that when you only have a couple of pitches to go to was pretty special." 

Buchholz struck out six and did not walk a batter in improving to 3-0 in three career starts at 
Petco Park. He has won five of his last six starts. 

"I felt like we had a little bit of a cushion and we could make that decision to stretch him out a 
little bit," Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said. "I told him he was on a short leash before 
the ninth inning started and he said he felt really good. The shape of his pitches and the 
command of his pitches to the first batter told me he was OK." 

Lovullo was a coach with the Red Sox when Buchholz emerged as a promising young pitcher and 
threw a no-hitter in his second career start. 

"We hoped this is what we would get from him," Lovullo said. "From the first bullpen session, 
we knew there was still something special left in him." 

Arizona staked Buchholz to an early lead. Peralta belted a 3-0 pitch from Jacob Nix into the 
center-field seats as part of a five-run first. Alex Avila added a two-run single in the inning. 
 
"I don't think I've done that on a 3-0 pitch before. I just took a chance," Peralta said. "It went 
well and we got the lead early, which is good. You have to find ways to win, and Buchholz did an 
unbelievable job." 

In his second major league start, Nix (1-1) allowed the first five Arizona batters to reach base and 
was removed from the game after hitting Jon Jay. Nix gave up five runs on five hits and walked 
five with one strikeout. 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28855/clay-buchholz
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33384/david-peralta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35282/jacob-nix
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30115/alex-avila
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29691/jon-jay
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"Sometimes there's a learning process involved, especially as quickly as we've brought him and a 
couple other guys here," Padres manager Andy Green said. "He has good stuff. He's going to 
throw well." 

Kazuhisa Makita replaced Nix to finish the first and pitched three more scoreless innings for his 
longest career outing. 
 
"I gave up a couple soft hits and walked a couple guys after I got a little frustrated, and next 
thing you know I was out of the game," Nix said. "Everybody in here has had tough days, and it's 
part of it. It's not my first, not my last, and I'm not the last guy it's going to happen to." 

Arizona has won its last five games at Petco Park. The complete game is Arizona's second of the 
season. Patrick Corbin tossed a complete game on April 17 against San Francisco. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 

Diamondbacks: 3B Jake Lamb had successful surgery on his left shoulder on Thursday. 
Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said the surgery went as expected and Lamb should be 
ready for spring training in 2019. 
 
Padres: RHP Trey Wingenter exited the game after a line drive struck him in the back. 
 
UP NEXT 

Diamondbacks: LHP Robbie Ray (3-2, 4.83) takes the mound for the Arizona in the second of the 
four-game series. Ray has allowed two or fewer runs in three of his last four starts. 
 
Padres: LHP Joey Lucchesi (6-6, 3.45) gets the call for San Diego. Lucchesi had made three starts 
against Arizona this season and taken the loss each time. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39849/kazuhisa-makita
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31313/patrick-corbin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32742/jake-lamb
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/38532/trey-wingenter
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32175/robbie-ray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
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#PadresOnDeck: Pitchers 

Quantrill, Hernandez Lead Padres 

Players of the Week 
By Bill Center 

Pitchers, led by right-hander Cal Quantrill and left-hander Osvaldo 
Hernandez, dominate this week’s Padres Players of the Week. 

Quantrill led the Chihuahuas to wins in each of his first two starts with 
Triple-A El Paso. Hernandez, who is the Midwest League earned run 
average leader, was named to the Padres Player of the Week list as well 
as being named the Single-A Midwest League’s Pitcher of the Week. 

Six of the seven Padres prospects honored for the week of Aug. 6–12 are 
pitchers with infielder Lee Solomon from the Arizona Rookie League 
being the lone exception. 

The Padres On Deck Players of the Week: 

The Padres’ first-round pick in the 2016 Draft (eighth overall) and their 
№10 prospect, made two, six-inning starts last week after being 
promoted to the Chihuahuas from Double-A San Antonio. He allowed 13 
hits and three runs with one walk and 10 strikeouts for a 2.25 ERA and a 
1.167 WHIP. He was 6–5 with a 5.15 ERA in 22 starts at Double-A. 

The 6-foot-4, 230-pound, 24-year-old was the Padres’ ninth-round pick 
in the 2016 Draft. He made one start last week for the Missions and 
allowed one run on five hits and no walks with six strikeouts in eight 
innings while earning the win. Jesse Scholtens is 7–2 on the season 
with a 3.23 ERA in 15 games (14 starts). 
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It’s not as much what the 35th-round pick did last week as what he 
continues to do. In three scoreless innings last week, David 
Bednar allowed one hit and three walks against seven strikeouts. Over 
his last 10 appearances, he has allowed just one run on 15 hits and six 
walks with 25 strikeouts in 17 2/3 innings for a 0.51 ERA. 

The 6-foot, 175-pound, 20-year-old Cuban worked six scoreless innings 
in his lone start last week, allowing one hit and no walks with five 
strikeouts. Hernandez is 6–2 with a 1.34 ERA over his last 10 starts and 
is 10–4 on the season in 20 games (18 starts) with that league-leading 
1.81 ERA. 

A sixth-round draft pick in 2015, Jordan Guerrero has worked two 
scoreless outings since being named to the Northwest League All-Star 
Team. Over the regular season, Guerrero has a perfect 0.00 ERA for the 
Dust Devils with a 0.72 WHIP and a .123 opponents’ batting average 
(seven hits, six walks, 23 strikeouts in 18 innings). 

The 6-foot-1, 175-pound native of Tepic, Mexico, won’t turn 18 until 
Sept. 25. Last week, he made two starts, giving up one run on six hits and 
three walks with eight strikeouts over a total of nine innings. Manuel 
Partida is 2–4 on the season with a 2.48 ERA in 12 games (11 starts). 
He has a 1.03 WHIP with 55 strikeouts in 54 1/3 innings. 

The 22-year-old Solomon was the Padres’ 25th-round pick in this June’s 
draft out of Lipscomb University. He was 8-for-17 last week with five 
doubles. He finished the week riding a seven-game hitting streak, going 
15-for-29 with seven doubles, a triple, a home run, seven RBIs and seven 
runs scored for a slash line of .517/.517/.931/1.448. 
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Diamondbacks score 5 in 1st inning, beat Padres 5-1 

AP 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — For a player who was without a job in April, Clay Buchholz is 
performing like a mainstay. 

Buchholz pitched a five-hitter, David Peralta hit a three-run homer and the Arizona 
Diamondbacks beat the San Diego Padres 5-1 on Thursday night in the opener of a 
four-game series. 

A minor league free agent signing in May, Buchholz (6-2) allowed a leadoff double to 
Travis Jankowski but retired the next 13 batters he faced. Hunter Renfroe homered in 
the eighth before Buchholz retired the side in the ninth en route to his 10th career 
complete game and his first since 2015. 

“It felt good,” Buchholz said. “It has been a little bit since I threw a complete game. I 
didn’t have my changeup, so to do that when you only have a couple of pitches to go 
to was pretty special.” 

Buchholz struck out six and did not walk a batter in improving to 3-0 in three career 
starts at Petco Park. He has won five of his last six starts. 

“I felt like we had a little bit of a cushion and we could make that decision to stretch 
him out a little bit,” Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said. “I told him he was on 
a short leash before the ninth inning started and he said he felt really good. The 
shape of his pitches and the command of his pitches to the first batter told me he was 
OK.” 

Lovullo was a coach with the Red Sox when Buchholz emerged as a promising 
young pitcher and threw a no-hitter in his second career start. 

“We hoped this is what we would get from him,” Lovullo said. “From the first bullpen 
session, we knew there was still something special left in him.” 

Arizona staked Buchholz to an early lead. Peralta belted a 3-0 pitch from Jacob Nix 
into the center-field seats as part of a five-run first. Alex Avila added a two-run single 
in the inning. 

“I don’t think I’ve done that on a 3-0 pitch before. I just took a chance,” Peralta said. 
“It went well and we got the lead early, which is good. You have to find ways to win, 
and Buchholz did an unbelievable job.” 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/diamondbacks-score-5-in-1st-inning-beat-padres-5-1-081718
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/arizona-diamondbacks-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/arizona-diamondbacks-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
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In his second major league start, Nix (1-1) allowed the first five Arizona batters to 
reach base and was removed from the game after hitting Jon Jay. Nix gave up five 
runs on five hits and walked five with one strikeout. 

“Sometimes there’s a learning process involved, especially as quickly as we’ve 
brought him and a couple other guys here,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “He 
has good stuff. He’s going to throw well.” 

Kazuhisa Makita replaced Nix to finish the first and pitched three more scoreless 
innings for his longest career outing. 

“I gave up a couple soft hits and walked a couple guys after I got a little frustrated, 
and next thing you know I was out of the game,” Nix said. “Everybody in here has had 
tough days, and it’s part of it. It’s not my first, not my last, and I’m not the last guy it’s 
going to happen to.” 

Arizona has won its last five games at Petco Park. The complete game is Arizona’s 
second of the season. Patrick Corbin tossed a complete game on April 17 against 
San Francisco. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Diamondbacks: 3B Jake Lamb had successful surgery on his left shoulder on 
Thursday. Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said the surgery went as expected 
and Lamb should be ready for spring training in 2019. 

Padres: RHP Trey Wingenter exited the game after a line drive struck him in the 
back. 

UP NEXT 

Diamondbacks: LHP Robbie Ray (3-2, 4.83) takes the mound for the Arizona in the 
second of the four-game series. Ray has allowed two or fewer runs in three of his last 
four starts. 

Padres: LHP Joey Lucchesi (6-6, 3.45) gets the call for San Diego. Lucchesi had 
made three starts against Arizona this season and taken the loss each time. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/patrick-corbin-player-stats

