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Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo back in camp after ‘hardest thing I ever had to do’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. – Anthony Rizzo returned to Cubs camp for spring training Monday, but it was clear that part 
of him was still home in Parkland, Fla. 
 
“It was the hardest thing I ever had to do, just going back,” said Rizzo, who rushed home to be with 
family and friends after a shooter killed 17 students and adults Wednesday at Stoneman Douglas High 
School, his alma mater. “You don’t know what to say. There’s nothing you can say. 
 
“My first instinct was just kind of numb. I felt helpless here,” he said. “That’s where I grew up. I got in 
trouble there; I succeeded there; I learned to be who I am because of Parkland. 
 
“To be across the country and not be there and then to find out some very close people have lost loved 
ones, to be there to help them and support them was very important to me.” 
 
Rizzo, who still makes his offseason home in the community and stages an annual charity event at a park 
near the high school each winter, asked to speak during a candlelight vigil held at that park Thursday 
night and delivered an emotional speech that resonated on national broadcasts, social media and in the 
Cubs’ clubhouse. 
 
“I was speechless when I heard it,” said teammate Albert Almora Jr., a fellow native of South Florida, 
who watched from Arizona. “When he gets emotional, I get emotional. It was tough to see him like that 
because he cares so much. I was right there with him. I felt it.” 
 
Rizzo’s agent lost a niece in the shooting. He and his brother played for Aaron Feis, the assistant football 
coach killed shielding students from gunfire with his body. 
 
“He’s a true hero,” said Rizzo, who saw Feis just a few weeks ago at the school for a fundraiser to 
provide lights for the school’s baseball field. “It shows the type of person he is. I believe he has a 
daughter or son at home. It’s sad. But I hope he continues to be recognized for that.” 
 
Teammates welcomed him back Monday with hugs and quiet conversations. 
 
“My biggest concern is I want him to really take care of himself,” manager Joe Maddon said. “That’s an 
emotional moment for any one of us. And I think people like him tend to be carriers in the sense that 
they will carry other peoples’ weight of emotion, and that’s hard to do. 
 
“I really encouraged him to make sure he takes care of himself while he’s coming back and ease into this 
situation, because he’s been through a lot.” 
 
Rizzo said he was on a golf course when he first got the news. 
 
“[Like] probably everyone in here when they first heard the initial [report of a] shooter, I took my next 
golf swing, because that’s how numb this country is to it,” he said. “Then I found out it was at Douglas 
and you get a little more concerned, `Hey, what’s going on?’ At first it was ‘just a few people injured.’ 
Then you find out it was what it was. 
 
“It’s gut wrenching. You just go numb.” 
 



 

Rizzo said he felt it was important to speak at the vigil as a former student and member of the 
community. “Maybe they could feel it a little bit more than someone random saying stuff,” he said. 
 
He met with victims and family members after the vigil and visited shooting victims in the hospital. 
 
He said he’s proud of the way students have mobilized since shooting into a growing activist movement. 
 
“For the to be outspoken about it shows that they’re not just going to sit back and be another statistic,” 
he said. “They really want to make a change. 
 
“I can’t even sit here with confidence and say this is going to be the last mass shooting because it 
probably won’t be. But hopefully this [students’ action] is one of the steps in the right direction.” 
 
Rizzo made a point to say he wasn’t taking a position on the gun-control part of the issue or any other 
political position. 
 
“I don’t think it’s fair to my teammates and everyone else if I start going one way or the other,” he said. 
“It’s hard enough to hit a baseball. It’s going to be definitely hard enough to be a baseball player and a 
politician at the same time.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Jon Lester scoffs at allegations brought against agents in lawsuit 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. – Cubs pitcher Jon Lester said a lawsuit alleging his agents for years have steered clients to 
providers of performance-enhancing drugs doesn’t change his relationship and trust with the ACES 
sports agency — and he scoffed at the suggestion the proceedings could affect him. 
 
“It doesn’t strain anything on my end,” said Lester, who learned about the lawsuit when one of his 
representatives called as Lester was on a golf course. 
 
“I’m sure they called all their clients and said, `Hey this is what’s going on,’ “ Lester said. “I’m like, `Hey, 
I’ve got to get a tee shot right here. I don’t really care.’ “ 
 
The lawsuit, first reported by Jon Heyman of Fanragsports.com, was filed last week in New York State 
Supreme Court by Juan Carlos Nunez, a former employee of ACES, one of the largest agencies 
representing baseball players. 
 
Nunez, who was banned from baseball for his role in a fake-website scam and PED case involving Melky 
Cabrera in 2012 (later serving prison time for PED-related crimes), alleges that brothers Sam and Seth 
Levinson, who run ACES, were directly involved in sending clients to PED providers, according to the 
report. 
 
The suit seeks $2.5 million in unpaid commissions and fees or expenses. 
 
Nunez claimed responsibility for the 2012 wrongdoing at the time, and the Levinsons were not held 
liable after a union investigation, but were “censured” by the union, according to multiple reports — 
some of which suggest more names of ACES clients could emerge during the legal process. 
 



 

“When I first signed with those guys they were going through all the BS with the Melky Cabrera stuff and 
the website,” said Lester, who was brought into the agency when trusted longtime rep Josh Yates joined 
ACES. “But MLB didn’t find anything that they did wrong. I feel like once MLB kind of said, `Hey, you’re 
fine,’ you’re fine. Now six or seven years later this guy wants to come back and try to make some money 
or maybe bring those guys down.” 
 
Lester shrugged off any possible concerns over guilt by association, despite the seriousness of the 
allegations. 
 
“Why would I be guilty by association?” he said. “For what? [Nunez] was the guy that did everything. 
And then there was no association between them and him. That was proven in the investigation. And 
how I look at it is I was a good pitcher before them, and I’m a pretty good pitcher after them. 
 
“I think everybody uses their agents in different ways, and the way I use my agent is [negotiating a] 
contract and to help me with my equipment, and then I’ll see you guys when you guys come into town.” 
 
ACES negotiated Lester’s six-year, $155 million free agent contract before the 2015 season. 
 
The Cubs’ top front office executives, who have maintained strong working relationships with the 
Levinsons and their clients dating back to their Red Sox days, are reserving judgment and say it doesn’t 
affect how they do business with them. 
 
“I don’t feel like I know enough to comment at this point,” said Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer, the 
team’s point man with many of the club’s dealings with ACES. “All I’ve seen so far is they’ve filed a 
lawsuit. I think I have to have a lot more information before I make any comments.” 
 
Clients who played for Hoyer and team president Theo Epstein when they ran the Red Sox front office 
include Dustin Pedroia, Jonathan Papelbon and Mike Lowell. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs' Maddon likes the pace 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- There was no easing into spring-training workouts Monday for the Chicago Cubs as 
position players took part in their first formal workouts. 
 
Batters faced pitchers in "live" batting practice, and game situations were the order of the day. 
  
That's because Cactus League games begin Friday, when the Cubs travel to Phoenix to play the 
Milwaukee Brewers. The Sloan Park opener is Saturday against the Texas Rangers. 
 
The short lead time from the first workout to the first game doesn't seem to bother Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon. 
 
"I kind of like it," he said. "All this work you do prior to the game, it kind of starts to drag a little bit 
normally. OK, this is the first full-squad day. How many days have they been here? Oh, my God. They've 
been here. They've been doing hitting. They've been fielding groundballs. They've been running. 
 



 

"It's not like it had been, where guys showed up and put the old sweat belt on and killed some 
electrolytes and tried to lose some weight by sweating. That doesn't happen anymore. I think they're 
OK. The big thing is you don't want to push too hard. Absolutely." 
 
Maddon said the Cubs would go through cutoff-and-relay plays, popup communication, first-and-third 
defense and rundowns because of the short lead time. 
 
Get the vibe going: 
During the week of last month's Cubs convention, Joe Maddon said he would use "energy and 
enthusiasm" as a working theme for this year's spring training. 
 
"The vibe is ridiculously good," he said Monday. "I think you can feel it. There's a conservative 
confidence about them, meaning that there's this mild swagger. They don't to show it, but they really 
feel pretty good about it. I like it." 
 
Defining success: 
Team chairman Tom Ricketts wouldn't be boxed in Monday in talking about whether the season would 
be a failure if the Cubs don't win the World Series, as they did in 2016. 
 
"I won't say the season's a failure if you don't win the World Series, but it is our goal," Ricketts said. "I 
think people forget we've won more games over the last three years than any other team, and we've 
won more playoff games than any other team the last three years, and we've been to the NLCS three 
years in a row. 
 
"I think fans understand this is a team that, if we stay healthy and play up to our capabilities, can be in 
that position, can be in the World Series. We should have high expectations. We have a great team." 
 
Zobrist slowed: 
Veteran infielder-outfielder Ben Zobrist has been slowed by what Joe Maddon called "a little bit of a 
back." 
 
"Nothing awful," Maddon said. "He's feeling great. Again, not pushing right now, making sure 
everybody's well." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rizzo returns to Chicago Cubs, with heavy heart but ready to go 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Anthony Rizzo faced down pitchers Max Scherzer and Clayton Kershaw while standing in 
the batter's box last fall. 
 
But that was nothing compared to what Rizzo faced over the past few days. 
 
The Chicago Cubs' first baseman and undisputed team leader headed home over the weekend to 
provide comfort to his high school, Marjory Stoneman Douglas in Parkland, Florida, where 17 people 
died last week in a mass shooting. 
 
"It was the hardest thing I've ever had to do," the 28-year-old Rizzo told a media crowd Monday before 
he took part in the Cubs' first full day of spring-training workouts. 



 

 
"You don't know what to say, there's nothing you can say. When people get shot, you're grateful they're 
alive. When they pass away, you're grateful you knew them. 
 
"Just to see how real it is, it's sad and it's why I'm so proud of what they're doing back in Parkland and 
how everyone is coming together. They're going to turn this tragedy into something positive." 
 
Rizzo's speaking at a candlelight vigil last week seemed to stem from a sense of duty to his school and to 
the community. 
 
"You just have to be there for people," he said. "There's nothing you can say, there's nothing you can do 
except be there and show that you care and you'll be there for them. 
 
"As much as I want to say I know how it feels, I don't. I didn't lose anyone who was direct family, but I 
feel like I did." 
 
One of those people was football coach Aaron Feis, who died trying to shield students from the bullets. 
 
"For him to lay his life down like that and save kids, it just shows the type of person he is," Rizzo said. 
"He's a true hero. You have this monster coming in shooting up a school, and he jumps in and saves their 
lives. 
 
"It's sad. I hope (Feis) continues to be recognized for that." 
 
Rizzo also is doing his best to avoid politicizing the tragedy. He has called for "change," but he said he 
did not use the term "gun control," a hot-button topic for many. 
 
"Obviously, there needs to be change," he said. "I don't know what that is. … You just hope that 
somewhere up the line of command, people are thinking the same things that a lot of innocent kids are 
thinking: 'Why am I scared to go to school? Why am I scared to say goodbye to my son or daughter?' 
 
"God forbid, someone was in an argument with someone they loved that day. It's a bad time right now 
in the country with what's going on with all these shootings. 
 
"To be very clear, I did not say 'gun' one time in my message. Anyone who wrote I called for gun control 
is very irresponsible. I don't know what needs to be done. I don't know enough about it. 
 
"I know there's a lot of shootings. I know they're done with a specific make. I don't know what needs to 
be done. 
 
"Some type of change needs to happen for the better. I'm sure people in here (have) kids, and no one 
feels comfortable on a daily basis sending their kids to school." 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon has praised Rizzo since last week. Maddon repeated that praise again 
Monday. 
 
"He came in, and we spoke a little bit," Maddon said. "My biggest concern is I want him to take care of 
himself. That's an emotional moment for any one of us. 
 



 

"I think people like him tend to be carriers in the sense that they will carry other people's weight of 
emotion, and that's hard to do. So I really just encouraged him to make sure he takes care of himself 
while he's coming back, and ease into this situation because he's been through a lot." 
 
When Rizzo was done speaking, he got back to "normal" by joining his teammates on the field for 
baseball activities. 
 
At the end of the day, he stopped and signed countless autographs for fans who packed the Sloan Park 
facility. 
 
"Baseball is another thing that puts life in perspective," he said. "It's going to get easy. Life's going to go 
on, the sun's going to rise. It's getting back to the normal routine as fast as you can. 
 
"Don't forget about it, but you have to get back to what you love doing." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: Pace of MLB games not real issue 
By Barry Rozner 
 
Jon Lester is about as old school as it gets. 
 
He grunts at himself, groans at umpires and greets each batter as the enemy. 
 
But for love of Nolan Ryan and all that's holy, does he ever exist to compete and play the game of 
baseball. 
 
When someone tries to tear the uniform off his back, there will be a fight and there will be pain. 
 
He loves the game that much. 
 
So when someone like Commissioner Rob Manfred fails to understand the beauty of the game, Lester 
tells him what he thinks. 
 
Upon hearing of possible pace-of-play rule changes a few days ago, Lester told reporters in Arizona, "I 
think it's a terrible idea. I think it's all terrible. The beautiful thing about our sport is there is no time. 
 
"Fans know what they're getting themselves into when they go to a game. If you want to go to a timed 
event, go to a timed event." 
 
Among the changes announced Monday are limits on mound visits, something that could affect how the 
game is played, and perhaps even cost a team a postseason game. 
 
All to save a minute or two. 
 
"People that aren't in the game don't understand there is so much technology now," Lester said. "There 
are so many cameras on the field that every stadium has a camera on the catcher's crotch. 
 
"They know the signs before you even get there. Now we have Apple Watches and people being accused 
of (spying). There are reasons behind the mound visits." 



 

 
Lester is a 34-year-old lefty from Tacoma, Washington, drafted out of high school at 18 years old. 
 
Chris Archer is 29-year-old righty from Raleigh, North Carolina, drafted out of high school at 17 years 
old. 
 
The two men were born nearly 3,000 miles apart and culturally further than that. 
 
Archer is about as new school as it gets. He expresses his personality and joy openly and frequently on a 
field. 
 
He is from a biracial, multifamily upbringing and was adopted by his grandparents at 2 years old. 
 
What these two men share, however, is a love of the game that was kindled early in life. In that way, 
they are very much the same. 
 
"I love the game of baseball the way it is," Archer said a few days ago. "I think a three-hour baseball 
game is normal. 
 
"Baseball is about strategy. If you want checkers, go play checkers. If people don't have the attention 
span for (baseball), that's on them." 
 
It's all about perception and groupthink now, and Manfred is reacting to pressure from the media to do 
something about the time of games and the lack of action, which is a function of how the game has 
changed and the way it's played today. 
 
MLB wants a smaller strike zone and more scoring, which only means adding time to the game. Out of 
the other side of his mouth, Manfred says he wants a faster game. 
 
There's little Manfred can do about getting more balls in play, so he's fiddling around the edges and 
enacting change for the sake of it. 
 
It's as transparent as can be. 
 
The real answer in getting young people interested in baseball isn't shortening an event by two minutes 
or 10 minutes. It's in getting them to the games, which have become increasing unaffordable for a 
significant portion of the audience. 
 
It's also in getting kids to play the game, which is a problem because of the cost of organized baseball, 
not to mention fields available for pickup games. 
 
Most people who love the game for what it is developed that passion early in life, playing the game, 
going to games with family or watching on TV. 
 
That's where the appreciation comes from. 
 
You love what you know. You love what you knew as a child that you shared with your mom or dad, 
brother or sister, grandmother or grandfather, best friend or true love. 
 



 

Archer and Lester are two men who grew up watching and playing the game in much different worlds, 
yet appreciating the very same beauty of inexactitude while in hopeless search for perfection, a chess 
game that frequently can't be conquered, only played. 
 
In this regard, Lester and Archer are exactly the same. 
 
So you see, Mr. Commissioner, the answers you seek are in the love of the game. 
 
Not in the time it takes to play it. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Two seasons removed from World Series, Cubs again feel like they have something to prove 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Joe Maddon’s theme for the 2018 season is a focus on energy and enthusiasm. The 
marketing department is pushing #EverybodyIn. But spend some time with this group of players, and 
you hear one word repeated over and over: hunger. 
 
Two years ago, the Cubs came to Mesa on a mission. Unsatisfied with a surprise NLCS run the season 
prior, a loaded team entered spring training with a swagger, carried that to a 25-6 start, a 103-win 
season and of course a World Series title. Last spring seemed to lack that same appetite. That was 
apparent as the team stumbled to a 43-45 start before kicking it into high gear in the second half. But a 
gassed group was eventually unceremoniously dumped out of the playoffs in five games by a Los 
Angeles Dodgers team that outplayed and out-talented them. 
 
That loss seems to have stuck with the team, and owner Tom Ricketts felt it while meeting with them on 
their first day of full camp on Monday. 
 
“Just coming out of our team meeting, the vibe feels a lot like two years ago,” Ricketts said. 
“Everybody’s in a really good place. Everyone’s really hungry and really wants to get the season off to a 
great start and make this a memorable year.” 
 
With that hunger comes expectations for a hot start. The Cubs don’t want to see themselves 5 1/2 
games behind the Milwaukee Brewers at the All-Star break again. They don’t want to be looking up in 
the standings at any team at any point. And they don’t expect to be doing so. 
 
“We very much expect to win,” Ricketts said. “We have the ability to win. Our division got a lot tougher, 
as you guys know. The playoff opponents we played last year are likely to be there waiting for us again. 
Just have to get off to a good start. I did say that I enjoyed 2016 more than 2017 because of that quick 
start. So just be ready to come into the season and get out in front.” 
 
Manager Joe Maddon suggested the Cubs have more than enough talent. If the team doesn’t perform 
well, it won’t be because of a lack of skill or work, something Maddon said he believes his team does as 
well as anyone. 
 
“Beyond all that, I want them to really, on a daily basis, be concerned with their enthusiasm and their 
energy,” Maddon said, reiterating his theme for the season. “I really believe, if we can just understand 
showing up, really showing up mentally every day with a lot of energy and life, combine it with what we 
do naturally well anyway, I think that will permit us to get off to a really good start.” 



 

 
Maddon said he hesitated to emphasize getting off to a hot start last spring because he was worried 
about burning the group out after an unprecedented offseason in which they were the toast of the 
sports world upon ending 108 years of Cubs futility. But this winter there were no late-night talk shows 
or hometown parades for players to commit to. The offseason was spent with the loss to the Dodgers 
gnawing at them as they worked to correct any flaws in their attempt to get back to being the class of 
the MLB. 
 
“The vibe is ridiculously good,” Maddon said. “I think I brought it up the other day, I think you can feel it. 
The interactions are … there’s a conservative confidence. Meaning there’s this mild swagger. They don’t 
want to show it, but they really feel good about it. I like it.” 
 
The Cubs aren’t barking at the Dodgers. They’re not scoffing at the New York Yankees' big move or the 
defending champion Houston Astros, who look even stronger than they did just four months ago. They 
surely won’t overlook Cleveland and the Washington Nationals, or even the Boston Red Sox after they 
solidified an offense aching for a power upgrade with the addition of J.D. Martinez. But to a man, they 
seem focused on proving that all that talk of a Cubs dynasty wasn’t foolish. They want to prove that 
writing them off as anything but the best team in baseball is folly. 
 
But as much as some of the other powers around the league have improved, very few of them are 
spending big money to upgrade obvious flaws. Jake Arrieta would sure fit nicely into the Milwaukee 
Brewers rotation. Greg Holland seems like a no-brainer for the St. Louis Cardinals, whose bullpen was a 
mess last season and currently have Luke Gregerson penciled in as their closer. While both division rivals 
seemed to close the gap with their offseason improvements, the Cubs stepped on the gas by adding Yu 
Darvish right before camp opened last week. 
 
The players aren't blind to these actions. They're well aware that while many of their competitors 
around the league hesitate to spend big money to upgrade obvious holes, their owner and front office 
boosted a suspect bullpen and filled out the rotation by handing out big contracts in an offseason that 
largely lacked such action. 
 
“I think everyone appreciates it,” Ricketts said, speaking specifically of the Darvish addition. “Bringing in 
a player of that caliber reminds everyone that we’re intending to win our division and go all the way. 
Guys appreciate it.” 
 
So, would anything other than a World Series win be considered a failure? 
 
“Failure, what is failure?” Maddon asked. “When you play that many games during the course of the 
season, in a short series, a lot of different things can happen. Getting to the World Series is No. 1 and of 
course winning would be awesome. That is our goal.” 
 
Ricketts seems to be on the same page on that sentiment. The Cubs have a singular goal of winning the 
World Series, but they won’t allow it to be a failure if that goal isn’t reached. Still, expectations are high. 
That’s what happens when you go to three-straight NLCS. It’s what happens when you win 292 games 
over three seasons. And it’s what happens when you win an MLB-best 19 postseason games over the 
last three years. 
 
“I think fans understand this is a team that if we stay healthy and play up to our capability, we can be in 
that position, be in the World Series,” Ricketts said. “I don’t blame them. We should have high 
expectations. We have a great team.” 
 



 

-- 
 
The Athletic 
Anthony Rizzo finds escape at Cubs camp after emotionally draining trip to Parkland: 'It was the hardest 
thing I ever had to do' 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Anthony Rizzo has an exceptional ability to compartmentalize, forgetting about a bad at-
bat, focusing on the next pitch and walling off the outside pressure. That mentality — the right balance 
between burning intensity and playing loose — helped the young Cubs grow up into World Series 
champions. 
 
That attitude will push Rizzo forward now after an emotional trip home to South Florida, meeting with 
grieving families from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, visiting a local hospital and making a 
speech after the Valentine’s Day massacre in Parkland that left 17 people dead. 
 
“It was the hardest thing I ever had to do,” Rizzo said. “You just don’t know what to say.” 
 
Spring training in Arizona is supposed to be a reprieve from winter, a symbol of optimism and a laid-back 
environment removed from the stress and anxiety within the 162-game season. Not a forum to discuss 
gun control, but this is the world we live in now. 
 
It became a strange juxtaposition on Monday morning with Rizzo (Stoneman Douglas class of 2007) 
answering some uncomfortable questions during a 16-minute press conference before the 2018 Cubs 
ran through their first full-squad workout at the Sloan Park complex. 
 
“Baseball, it’s just another thing that puts life into perspective,” Rizzo said. “I love baseball. That’s what I 
do. I said it when I spoke at the vigil — it’s going to get easier. Life’s going to go on. The sun’s still going 
to rise. 
 
“It’s getting back to that normal routine as fast as you can. Don’t forget about it. Always think of it and 
keep it in your mind. But you got to get back to what you love doing.” 
 
The sun did break through in Mesa on a cool, windy day as the Cubs welcomed back one of their 
clubhouse leaders. Chairman Tom Ricketts did his annual address to the team, talking about how the 
Cubs expect their players to represent the organization on and off the field, the ideals that Rizzo 
personifies as a winner of the Roberto Clemente and Marvin Miller Man of the Year awards. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon presented his theme of bringing the art back into the game, showing a highlight 
film of the Cubs and San Antonio Spurs, another team built around the ideas of unity, teamwork and 
precision. Maddon also unveiled his commissioned portraits of the Mona Lisa — wearing Franklin 
batting gloves and a bat resting on her right shoulder — and Albert Einstein popping outside the box. 
 
After watching the Parkland speech on his iPad last week, Maddon texted Rizzo to say he had never 
been prouder of the All-Star first baseman. 
 
“I want him to really take care of himself,” Maddon said. “That’s an emotional moment for any one of 
us. I think people like him tend to be carriers, in a sense that they will carry other people’s weight of 
emotion, and that’s hard to do. So I really just encouraged him to make sure that he takes care of 
himself while he’s coming back and eases into this situation, because he’s been through a lot.” 
 



 

Rizzo looked relaxed while taking batting practice in a group that included Kris Bryant and Jason 
Heyward, launching balls into the blue sky while the sound system blasted Lynyrd Skynyrd and John 
Mellencamp. When he was done hitting around 12:40 p.m., Rizzo dropped his bag on the grass and 
walked over to sign autographs for the fans jammed against the barricades. 
 
“Absolutely, I think it’s the best therapy for everyone, for things that go on in everybody’s life,” said 
outfielder Albert Almora Jr., who grew up in Miami and remembered playing on that field against 
Stoneman Douglas in high school. “It might look like we’re all professionals and everything’s cool, but 
there are a lot of things going on at home. This is a great escape for everybody.” 
 
Rizzo made it clear that he has no interest in being a political advocate — while still understanding that 
he can be a role model with a big platform for the Parkland community. 
 
“He’s a special guy,” teammate Ben Zobrist said. “He needs hugs. We give a lot of hugs around here. 
We’re a tight-knit group and he’ll be excited to get back into the game, too, because I think that’s one of 
the best things about baseball. 
 
“It helps everybody kind of move on from difficult things that happen.” 
 
Rizzo has a remarkable comfort level around young cancer patients, sharing his story as a survivor and 
committing $3.5 million to Lurie Children’s Hospital in downtown Chicago last year through his 
foundation. He took the time to travel for Ernie Banks’ funeral in January 2015, a classy gesture to pay 
respects to Mr. Cub. A man with a sense for the moment doesn’t really know how he might memorialize 
the Parkland victims this season. 
 
“I haven’t really got that far yet,” Rizzo said. “But they will be in my hearts every day. It will be in my 
thoughts every day.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
With a heavy heart, Anthony Rizzo opens up about Parkland shooting 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. – Anthony Rizzo walked into the media room at 8:23 a.m. on Monday and spoke eloquently 
and forcefully about the mass shooting that devastated his hometown in South Florida, showing why 
he’s one of the game’s best ambassadors. 
 
Throughout a 16-minute press conference at the Cubs’ complex, the All-Star first baseman explained 
why he felt a responsibility to go back to Parkland, what Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School meant 
to his family and how he never explicitly called for stricter gun control in his immediate tweet about the 
incident. 
 
But one awkward pause – “uh” – and deep exhale when asked about his initial reaction last week also 
spoke volumes about where we are in 2018. 
 
“You know, as a human being, like probably everyone in here when they first heard initial shooter, I took 
my next golf swing,” Rizzo said, “because that’s how numb this country is to it until something crazy 
happens. When you hear open shooter nowadays, it’s like, ‘Oh, OK,’ take your next breath, keep going. 
 



 

“And then I found out it was at Douglas, OK, you get a little more concerned. What’s going on? At first, it 
was just a few people injured. And then you find out (what it was) and it’s just gut-wrenching. You just 
go numb. 
 
“My sister-in-law was a teacher there two years ago. My brother went to school there. One of my 
brother’s best friends, one of his groomsmen, teaches there, went to school there. We grew up there.” 
 
This became personal for Rizzo, who’s channeled his own cancer experience to make a huge off-the-field 
impact that made him last season’s Roberto Clemente Award winner and Marvin Miller Man of the Year. 
But Rizzo doesn’t want to become the voice and face of another movement, the way NBA coaches and 
players frequently engage in social and political issues. 
 
“Obviously, there needs to be change,” Rizzo said. “I don’t know what that is. I don’t get paid to make 
those decisions. I can sit back and give opinions, but you just hope that somewhere up the line of 
command, people are thinking the same things that a lot of innocent kids are thinking: ‘Why? Why? Why 
am I scared to go to school? Why am I scared to say goodbye to my son or daughter?’ 
 
“It’s a bad time right now in the country with what’s going on with all these shootings.” 
 
Rizzo has strong roots in Parkland and a tight inner circle that includes his parents, John and Laurie, his 
older brother, John, his agent, Marc Pollack of Sports One Athlete Management and a charitable 
foundation that recently contributed $150,000 to install a state-of-the-art lighting system for the high 
school’s baseball and softball fields. 
 
A few weeks ago, Rizzo saw Aaron Feis at a ceremony marking the donation, one of many connections 
that compelled him to leave Cubs camp in Arizona for a few emotional days. Rizzo and his brother both 
played for Feis, the football coach and security guard who died while shielding students from bullets 
during the shooting that killed 17 people. 
 
“Whenever I go back, I always saw Coach Feis,” Rizzo said. “Every single one of my best friends in high 
school, we all have memories of Coach Feis. For him to lay his life down like that – and save kids – it just 
shows the type of person he is. 
 
“He’s a true hero. You got this monster coming in shooting up a school and he jumps in front of kids and 
saves their lives.” 
 
Sticking to sports became impossible before the 2018 Cubs went through their first full-squad workout 
on a cool, cloudy morning, the beginning of a long journey where Parkland will always be in the back of 
Rizzo’s mind. 
 
“My agent’s niece passed away, unfortunately,” Rizzo said. “You just start hearing all the rumors 
through telephone, what happened, and you don’t know what’s true, what’s not true. It’s crazy to see 
that happen at home, because we all think we’re invincible to it. And it could happen to any one of us.” 
 
Rizzo consulted with Broward County officials and asked for the opportunity to speak at a vigil last week 
in Parkland. He was also bothered by the way some media outlets – including The Athletic – 
misinterpreted his speech and Twitter message calling for change as a position on gun control. 
 
  



 

“To be very clear, I did not say the word ‘gun’ one time in my message,” Rizzo said, “so anyone out there 
who wrote ‘gun control,’ saying I called for ‘gun control,’ I think, is very irresponsible. I did not say that 
once. 
 
“I don’t know what needs to be done. I don’t know enough about it. I know there’s a lot of shootings. I 
know they’re done with a specific make. But I don’t know what needs to be done. 
 
“Some type of change needs to happen for the better, because I’m sure people in here have kids. And 
no one right now feels very comfortable on a daily basis sending their kid to a school, not knowing if 
they’re going to see them again.” 
 
Rizzo also sounded a little conflicted about how to frame his message about a hot-button issue at such a 
polarizing time, trying to support the students now involved in gun-control rallies and pressuring 
politicians through social media and appearances on national TV. 
 
“They’re going to speak up,” Rizzo said. “It’s good for the kids to go out and show that they have a voice. 
I can’t tell them what they just went through. They just went through the scariest time of their life that 
no one should ever have to go through. For them to be outspoken about it, it shows that they’re not just 
going to sit back and be another statistic. They really want to make a change. 
 
“I can’t even sit up here with confidence and say that hopefully this is going to be the last mass shooting, 
because it probably won’t be. But hopefully this is one of the steps in the right direction.” 
 
It’s hard enough to get elected officials to follow through on bipartisan, common-sense solutions. Rizzo 
wore his work clothes – a blue hooded sweatshirt and Nike gym shorts – not a Washington pinstripe 
power suit. This was a cramped interview room, not a Congressional hearing. 
 
“I play baseball,” Rizzo said. “I’m an athlete. My opinion is my opinion. I don’t think it’s fair to my 
teammates and everyone else if I come out and start going one way or the other. My focus is on 
baseball. 
 
“And my focus is definitely on Parkland and the community there and supporting them and whatever 
direction that they go. But for me, it’s hard enough to hit a baseball. It’s definitely (harder) to try to be a 
baseball player and a politician at the same time.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Ricketts eyes Series return as Cubs open camp 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Even though the Cubs won their division and reached the National League Championship 
Series last season, chairman Tom Ricketts said he enjoyed the 2016 season more than last year. Cubs 
fans can understand why, since the team ended a 108-year drought in '16 by winning the World Series. 
What about this year? 
 
"Coming out of our team meeting, the vibe feels a lot like two years ago," Ricketts said Monday after 
addressing the Cubs' players and staff. "Everybody's in a really good place and everybody is hungry and 
wants to get the season off to a great start and make this a memorable year." 
 
 



 

 
Ricketts said he was happy the Cubs were able to keep the core of young position players together and 
said the rotation, thanks to the late addition of Yu Darvish, is most likely the best one the Cubs have had 
since he took over the team in October 2009. 
 
"Everyone knows that this is a team that has the capability to win a World Series, and everyone will be 
disappointed if we don't live up to that capability," Ricketts said. "We very much expect to win. We have 
the ability to win. Our division got a lot tougher, as you guys know, and the playoff opponents we faced 
last year are likely to be waiting for us again. We have to get off to a good start." 
 
During his meeting with the team, Ricketts provided an update on Wrigley Field's renovations, which are 
heading into the homestretch. The 1914 Club will open behind home plate, and a new hotel, located 
across Clark Street from the ballpark, will be ready for guests this year. 
 
"We see the transformation of the entire neighborhood continuing forward," Ricketts said. "We're just 
excited to get that rolling. I think 2018 will be an incredible year for the organization, and we're looking 
forward to it." 
 
Ricketts discussed some other topics as well: 
 
• Ricketts had 12-15 conversations this offseason with president of baseball operations Theo Epstein 
regarding additions to the rotation. 
 
"I think that, on paper, this is the strongest rotation we've had," he said. "I think being able to bring in a 
player of [Darvish's] caliber reminds everyone we're intending to win our division and go all the way." 
 
• The slow-moving free-agent market created a "unique offseason," Ricketts said. Next year's free-agent 
class, which could include Bryce Harper and Manny Machado, may have influenced some decisions that 
teams made, he said. 
 
"It's a competitive market, and every team is out there trying to manage their resources in a way they 
think will help them win," he said. 
 
• Ricketts complimented first baseman Anthony Rizzo for how he dealt with a difficult time. Rizzo's high 
school was the scene of a tragic shooting last week in which 17 people were killed, and the All-Star 
delivered an impassioned speech to his alma mater in the wake of the tragedy. 
 
"Anthony's character has always been one of the most amazing things I've seen in baseball," Ricketts 
said. "What he's done for his causes, and what he's done for cancer, and the amount of time he gives to 
kids and the amount of energy he puts into his own charitable effort is remarkable. 
 
"Obviously, he was the Roberto Clemente Man of the Year in baseball last year as the most community-
minded player in the game. Last week, he took it to the next level. It was his high school, he's close to it 
and he responded like a person with true character. I can't say enough about what a great person he is." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Rizzo reflects on somber trip home 
By Carrie Muskat 
 



 

MESA, Ariz. -- Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo said it was important for him to go home to Parkland, 
Fla., to be with family and neighbors after the horrific shooting at his high school last week in which 17 
people were killed. 
 
"It was the hardest thing I've ever had to do," Rizzo said Monday about meeting with families of the 
victims of the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. "You don't know what to say, there's 
nothing you can say. When people get shot, you're grateful they're alive. When they pass away, you're 
grateful you knew them. Just to see how real it is, it's sad and it's why I'm so proud of what they're doing 
back in Parkland and how everyone is coming together. They're going to turn this tragedy into 
something positive." 
 
Rizzo spoke at a prayer vigil at Pine Trails Park the day after the shooting. It's the same park where he's 
hosted a charity walk for six years. This was different. Rizzo knew football coach Aaron Feis, who was 
killed in the shooting. Rizzo's brother John played for Feis. Rizzo's agent also lost a family member in the 
shooting. 
 
"It's gut-wrenching," Rizzo said about when he first heard the news. "You just go numb. ... There's so 
many different things going on. One of the teachers who is another hero ... I know very personally and 
she was in there saving people's lives and tying tourniquets on. You don't know what you're going to do 
in that situation." 
 
Rizzo has yet to decide how he'll honor the victims. Monday was the Cubs' first full-squad workout day 
and the first time he could get back to some sort of normalcy. 
 
"My first instinct was just kind of numb," Rizzo said about when he first heard the news. "The more I sat 
and thought about it, I felt helpless here. That's where I grew up in Parkland. I got in trouble there, I 
succeeded there, I learned how to be who I am because of Parkland, because of Stoneman Douglas. To 
be across the country and not be there and to find out some very close people have lost loved ones, to 
be there to help them and support them was very important to me." 
 
He wanted to speak at the vigil because of that connection. 
 
"Obviously, there needs to be change," Rizzo said. "I don't know what that is. ... You just hope that 
somewhere up the line of command, people are thinking the same things that a lot of innocent kids are 
thinking. Why am I scared to go to school? Why am I scared to say goodbye to my son or daughter? God 
forbid, someone was in an argument with someone they loved that day. It's a bad time right now in the 
country with what's going on with all these shootings. 
 
"I said there needs to be change -- I don't know what the change needs to be," he said. "I'm just really 
proud of those kids and how they're coming together and becoming one in Parkland. It's really inspiring 
to see and it makes me proud." 
 
While he was home, Rizzo met with the families of some of the victims and also went to the local 
hospital to visit those who were wounded. 
 
"It was weird," he said. "It's such a proud community, such a tight-knit community. To see it happened 
at the field where I do my charity walk, good times there, and you see in the blink of an eye, everyone is 
upside down. I'm very proud of the community and what they're doing." 
 
Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts expressed his admiration for Rizzo during his camp-opening session with 
the media on Monday. 



 

 
"Anthony's character has always been one of the most amazing things I've seen in baseball," Ricketts 
said. "What he's done for his causes, and what he's done for cancer, and the amount of time he gives to 
kids and the amount of energy he puts into his own charitable effort is remarkable. 
 
"Obviously, he was the Roberto Clemente Man of the Year in baseball last year as the most community-
minded player in the game. Last week, he took it to the next level. It was his high school, he's close to it 
and he responded like a person with true character. I can't say enough about what a great person he is." 
 
Rizzo got back to work Monday, talking to new infield coach Brian Butterfield and attending a team 
meeting. He'll try to get back to a normal routine, but he won't forget what happened in Parkland. 
 
"They'll be in my hearts every day, they'll be in my thoughts every day," Rizzo said. "I didn't know most 
of the kids personally. They'll be in my thoughts and prayers every day. To experience that -- I go to 
sleep at night and things start spinning through my head. I can't imagine how it is for the people 
affected. 
 
"It's crazy to see that happen at home. We all think we're invincible to it. It could happen to any one of 
us." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Let's paint, too? Maddon unveils more Cubs art 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Manager Joe Maddon added to his Cubs-inspired art collection on Monday, revealing a 
painting of Mona Lisa wearing eye black, batting gloves and holding a bat, and another of Albert Einstein 
donning a jersey that says "Skip" and popping out of a box. 
 
The paintings will be added to two others Maddon unveiled when pitchers and catchers had their first 
workout. It's part of the manager's attempt to put art back into the game of baseball -- and get his 
message across in a unique way. 
 
"We all do our work," Maddon said. "Our guys are good at working, and they're very talented at what 
they do, but beyond all that, [there is] the feel component of the game, and I want them on a daily basis 
to be concerned about their enthusiasm and their energy. 
 
"I really believe if we understand showing up mentally every day with a lot of energy and life, and 
combine that with what we naturally do anyway, it will permit us to get off to a good start." 
 
Somehow, Tampa, Fla., artist James Skeldon was able to incorporate Maddon's handwriting and 
messages on the paintings, so Einstein's physics theory, E=mc2 is translated to "E2=win2" in baseball -- 
energy and enthusiasm equals wins. 
 
"It's the same stuff, but I try to present it in a different way," Maddon said of his message to the players. 
"It's important to say the same thing with other words." 
 
Another part of Monday's team meeting included a video of the San Antonio Spurs, focusing on their 
camaraderie, teamwork, unity and precision. Outfielder Jason Heyward suggested blending what the 
Spurs do with what the Cubs should focus on. 



 

 
• The Cubs play their first Cactus League game on Friday against the Brewers. That means the coaches 
have to condense their drills. Monday was the first full-squad workout. Maddon hopes to address 
cutoffs and relays, popup communication and rundowns before the first game. 
 
"All this work you do prior to the games, it starts to drag a little bit normally," he said. "This is the first 
full-squad day -- how many days have [the players] been here? They've been doing hitting. They've been 
fielding ground balls. They've been running. It's not like it had been where guys showed up and put the 
old sweat belt on and [drank] some electrolytes and went out there and tried to lose some weight by 
sweating. That doesn't happen any more." 
 
• Maddon had a chance to talk with Anthony Rizzo on Monday for the first time since the first baseman 
returned home to Florida to be with family and friends after the shooting at his high school. Rizzo spoke 
at a prayer vigil in Parkland, Fla. 
 
"I want him to take care of himself," Maddon said. "That's an emotional moment for any one of us. I 
think people like him tend to be carriers and they will carry other people's weight of emotion. I will 
encourage him to take care of himself while he's coming back and ease into this situation, because he's 
been through a lot." 
 
• Ben Zobrist did not take part in Monday's workout because of some soreness in his back. 
 
"It's nothing awful," Maddon said. "He's feeling great, actually. [We're] not pushing right now, making 
sure everybody's well. We've got four days to get ready. Don't push him right now. That's all that is." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
'He throws a Frisbee up there': What's it like facing Yu Darvish? His new teammates tell all 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- What can the opposition in the National League expect when they face the Chicago Cubs' 
newest star pitcher? Yu Darvish's current teammates know all too well how Darvish can tie up a hitter 
after he shut them down in the NLCS last fall. Pitching for the Los Angeles Dodgers at the time, Darvish 
struck out seven in 6 1/3 innings in a 6-1 victory in Game 3. The Dodgers went on to win the series 4-1, 
while Darvish opted to move on and sign with his former opponents. 
 
The right-hander has a total of five games pitched in his career against the NL Central -- none against the 
St. Louis Cardinals -- giving him a leg up on the competition, at least according to Cubs hitters. They 
believe his famously wide arsenal of pitches will keep the division on its toes. 
 
“The unique thing about him is his deception is off the charts, with how everything is coming out of the 
same slot,” left fielder Kyle Schwarber said. “It’s a very fluid motion to be coming out so hot. He has 
velocity and deception. That’s what makes him different. The repetitiveness is what impresses me, from 
the windup to the release point.” 
 
Schwarber homered off Darvish in that playoff game, but that was all the offense the Cubs would 
muster. ESPN Stats & Information tracked usage of six different pitches from the righty last season, 
meaning teams that haven’t seen him won’t know what’s coming. 
 



 

“He almost throws a Frisbee up there sometimes and has like eight different pitches,” shortstop Addison 
Russell said, shaking his head. “I’m just glad he’s on our side now.” 
 
Said Jason Heyward: “He’s one of those pitchers that has the luxury of having velocity but can also make 
his pitches move -- and in a lot of different directions. As a hitter, you have a lot of different things to 
cover.” 
 
Trying to figure out what kind of pitch is approaching the plate was the most repetitive issue described 
by Cubs hitters. Guessing can be a difficult proposition. 
 
“As a hitter, you want to focus on one pitch, usually a fastball, then react to everything else,” Heyward 
said. “With him, he has a lot of options, so it’s impossible to guess even if you try. A lot of things look 
similar.” 
 
It’s why tipping pitches was such a prominent concern after a World Series in which he struggled. In 
Darvish's case, tipping could benefit the hitter even more than against a typical pitcher. 
 
“I don’t know,” said catcher Chris Gimenez, who worked with Darvish a few seasons ago while with the 
Rangers. “If you’re tipping but executing your pitches, that’s one thing. If you’re tipping and not 
executing, that’s a whole other thing. He wasn’t executing. I don’t know if he was or wasn’t [tipping].” 
 
Whether or not he was tipping pitches in the playoffs, Darvish hasn’t had similar issues during the 
majority of his career -- just mostly in those two Fall Classic games against the Houston Astros. The Cubs 
are banking on getting the guy who can make a hitter look silly. 
 
“He knows how to pitch to weaknesses,” Cubs slugger Anthony Rizzo said. “He knows how to stay on the 
corners, and from what I’ve heard, he’s a great teammate. I can’t wait to see him pitch for us instead of 
against us. That didn’t go well.” 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Anthony Rizzo says he went to Parkland to support victims 
By Jesse Rogers  
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Saying he was there to lend support for victims and their families, Chicago Cubs first 
baseman Anthony Rizzo chastised anyone who claimed he was making a political statement when he 
returned home to Parkland, Florida, in the aftermath of the school shooting there last week. 
 
"I thought the speech was important, to speak with the kids and families that were affected," Rizzo said 
Monday morning at a news conference from Cubs spring training. "I'm really proud to see what Parkland 
is doing and what the kids are doing and speaking out. And trying to make a difference. I stand behind 
my community. 
 
"To be very clear, I did not say the word 'gun' one time. Anyone out there who wrote I'm calling for gun 
control is very irresponsible. I did not say that once. I don't know enough about it. I don't know what 
needs to be done, but some type of change needs to happen for the better." 
 
Rizzo, 28, is a graduate of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, where Nikolas Cruz is accused of 
fatally shooting 17 people last Wednesday. Rizzo's ties to the community run deep, and he knew some 
of those who were killed, including a football coach and the niece of his agent. 



 

 
"He's a true hero," Rizzo said of assistant football coach Aaron Feis. "He has this monster coming in, 
shooting up the school, and he jumps in front of kids and saves their lives." 
 
Rizzo stressed that he doesn't have all the answers, as he's "just a baseball player," but it's obvious to 
him things can't go on as they are. 
 
"I said there needs to be change, but I don't know what the change needs to be," Rizzo explained. "I 
think it's good for the kids to go out and show they have a voice. For them to be outspoken about it, it 
shows they're not going to sit back and be another statistic." 
 
After the Thursday vigil, Rizzo met with families of victims and visited with other survivors at a local 
hospital. He returned to the Cubs this past weekend to begin spring training, but he says his heart will 
always be in Parkland. 
 
He was asked what his thoughts were when he first heard the news of the shooting. 
 
"When you first hear 'shooter,' I took my next golf swing," Rizzo admitted. "That's how numb our 
country is to it. ... My parents were one of the first homeowners in Parkland. I've seen that community 
grow into what it is now. It's crazy to see that happen at home." 
 
Rizzo isn't sure how he'll honor the victims this season, but the Cubs have assured him they will help in 
any capacity, and he's confident some good will eventually come out of a "gut-wrenching" time in his 
community. 
 
"They will be in my thoughts and prayers every day," he said. "They're going to turn this tragedy into 
something really positive." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Anthony Rizzo declines role as an activist, says trip to Florida 'was the hardest thing I've ever had to do' 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Anthony Rizzo’s gone above and beyond for his community in the wake of one of the 
worst mass shootings in United States history, when 17 people lost their lives last week at Marjory 
Douglas Stoneman High School in Parkland, Florida, Rizzo’s alma mater. 
 
His actions and words have carried plenty of weight in the last week, but Rizzo’s comments upon 
returning to Arizona were more focused on the general need for change rather than specific actions 
related to the issue of gun violence in America. 
 
The Cubs’ first baseman, who returned to spring training on Monday after spending several days being 
with his community in Florida, repeatedly voiced the opinion — though it’s ridiculous to think there’s a 
counter argument that could actually qualify as someone’s opinion — that these mass shootings need to 
stop happening with such an incomprehensible amount of frequency. 
 
But he stopped short of taking a full step into the national debate on the issue, clarifying that his 
comments made on Twitter the day of the shooting were not referencing gun control or that specific 
debate at all. 
 



 

“Obviously, there needs to be change,” Rizzo said. “I don’t know what that is, I don’t get paid to make 
those decisions. I can sit back and give opinions, but you just hope somewhere up the line of command, 
people are thinking are thinking the same things that a lot of innocent kids are thinking: ‘Why? Why am I 
scared to go to school? Why am I scared to say goodbye to my son or daughter?’ God forbid someone 
was in an argument with someone they loved that day, how bad — it’s a bad time right now in the 
country with what’s going on with all these shootings. 
 
“My opinion is my opinion. I don’t think it’s fair to my teammates and everyone else if I come out and 
start going one way or the other. I think, my focus is on baseball. My focus is definitely on Parkland and 
the community there and supporting them and whatever direction that they go. But for me it’s hard 
enough to hit a baseball, and it’s definitely going to be hard enough to try to be a baseball player and a 
politician at the same time.” 
 
Rizzo has no more of an obligation to be a spokesman on this issue than any other American does, and 
his presence at his old school last week, his words at a vigil for the victims of this tragedy were powerful. 
Rizzo has established himself as a remarkable member of his community in Chicago, and he won the 
Roberto Clemente Award last season for his charitable efforts off the field. His willingness to leave 
Arizona and be with members of his community was reflective of the type of person Cubs fans and 
Chicagoans have gotten to know. 
 
“It was the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do. Just going back, you don’t what to say. There’s nothing you 
can say,” Rizzo said. “When people get shot, you’re grateful that they’re alive. When they pass away, 
you’re grateful that you knew them, to look at the bright side of things if you can. But just to see how 
real it is, it’s sad. 
 
“The more I just sat and thought about it, I felt helpless here. That’s where I grew up, in Parkland. I got 
in trouble there, I succeeded there, I learned how to be who I am because of Parkland, because of 
Stoneman Douglas. So to be across the country and not be there and then to find out some very close 
people have lost loved ones, to be there to help them and support them was very important to me.” 
 
Rizzo repeatedly said how proud he is of the students of Stoneman Douglas, who have been outspoken 
on social media, directing their comments toward the president and other members of the government 
and sharing their opinions that gun control is necessary for the violence to stop. 
 
But Rizzo refrained from wading into that debate and even chastised those who mischaracterized his 
Twitter comments as a call for gun regulation. 
 
“To be very clear I did not say the word ‘gun’ one time,” he said. “Anyone out there who wrote gun 
control, saying I called for gun control, I think is very irresponsible and I did not say that once. 
 
“I don’t know what needs to be done, I don’t know. I don’t know enough about it. I know there are a lot 
of shootings. I know they are done with a specific make, but I don’t know what needs to be done. But 
something, some type of change needs to happen for the better because I’m sure people in here have 
kids. No one right now feels very comfortable on a daily basis sending their kid to school and not 
knowing if they’re going to see them again.” 
 
That kind of message might not be as declarative as some would have hoped. But it remained a 
powerful one, showing that even if he wasn’t ready or willing to declare himself an activist, Rizzo shares 
the feelings of many Americans who are simultaneously numb to the news of these shootings and 
completely and entirely fed up with their frequency and the lack of action taken to stop them. 
 



 

“As a human being, probably everyone in here when they first the initial (reports of a) shooter, I took my 
next golf swing, because that’s how numb this country is to it,” Rizzo said. “Until something crazy 
happens, when you hear ‘open shooter’ nowadays, it’s like, ‘OK,’ take your next breath and keep going. 
Then I found out it was at Douglas, you get a little more concerned, ‘OK, what’s going on.’ At first it’s a 
few people injured, then you found out it was what it was, and it’s just — it’s gut-wrenching. You just go 
numb. 
 
“I stand behind my community, and I’m really proud of how everyone’s coming together. Obviously I 
said there needs to be change, I don’t know what the change needs to be. I’m just really proud of those 
kids and how they’re coming together and becoming one in Parkland. It’s really inspiring to see, and it 
makes me proud.” 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
When Kyle Schwarber met new Cubs hitting coach Chili Davis: 'I don't suck' 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
MESA, Ariz. — The first thing Kyle Schwarber told his new hitting coach? 
 
"His first statement to me is, 'I don't suck.'" 
 
The Cubs hired Chili Davis as the team's new hitting coach for myriad reasons. He's got a great track 
record from years working with the Boston Red Sox and Oakland Athletics, and that .274/.360/.451 slash 
line during an illustrious 19-year big league career certainly helps. 
 
But Davis' main immediate task in his new gig will be to help several of the Cubs' key hitters prove 
Schwarber's assessment correct. 
 
Schwarber had a much-publicized tough go of things in 2017. After he set the world on fire with his 
rookie campaign in 2015 and returned from what was supposed to be a season-ending knee injury in 
time to be one of the Cubs' World Series heroes in 2016, he hit just .211 last season, getting sent down 
to Triple-A Iowa for a stint in the middle of the season. Schwarber still hit 30 home runs, but his 2017 
campaign was seen as a failure by a lot of people. 
 
Enter Davis, who now counts Schwarber as one of his most important pupils. 
 
"He's a worker," Davis said in an interview with NBC Sports Chicago. "Schwarbs, he knows he's a good 
player. His first statement to me is, 'I don't suck.' He said last year was just a fluke year. He said, 'I've 
never failed in my life.' And he said, 'I'm going to get back to the player that I was.' 
 
"I think he may have — and this is my thought, he didn't say this to me — I think it may have been, he 
had a big World Series, hit some homers, and I think he tried to focus on being more of a home run type 
guy as opposed to being a good hitter. 
 
"His focus has changed. I had nothing to do with that, he came in here with that focus that he wants to 
be a good hitter first and let whatever happens happen. And he's worked on that. The main thing with 
Kyle is going to be is just maintaining focus." 
 
The physically transformed Schwarber mentioned last week that he's established a good relationship 
with Davis, in no small part because Schwarber can relate to what Davis went through when he was a 



 

player. And to hear Davis tell it, it sounds like he's describing Schwarber's first three years as a big 
leaguer to a T. 
 
"Telling him my story was important because it was similar," Davis said. "I was a catcher, got to big 
league camp, and I was thrown in the outfield. And I hated the outfield. ... But I took on the challenge. I 
made the adjustment, I had a nice first year, then my second year I started spiraling. I started spiraling 
down, and I remember one of my coaches saying, 'I'm going to have to throw you a parachute just so 
you can land softly.' I got sent down to Triple-A at the All-Star break for 15 days. 
 
"When I got sent down, I was disappointed, but I was also really happy. I needed to get away from the 
big league pressure and kind of find myself again. I went home and refocused myself and thought to 
myself, 'I'm going to come back as Chili.' Because I tried to change, something changed about me the 
second year. 
 
"And when I did that, I came back the next year and someone tried to change me and I said, 'Pump the 
breaks a little bit, let me fail my way, and then I'll come to you if I'm failing.' And they understood that, 
and I had a nice year, a big year and my career took off. 
 
"I'm telling him, 'Hey, let last year go. It happened, it's in the past. Keep working hard, maintain your 
focus, and you'll be fine.'" 
 
Getting Schwarber right isn't Davis' only task, of course. Despite the Cubs being one of the highest-
scoring teams in baseball last season, they had plenty of guys go through subpar seasons. Jason 
Heyward still has yet to find his offensive game since coming to Chicago as a high-priced free agent. Ben 
Zobrist was bothered by a wrist injury last season and put up the worst numbers of his career. Addison 
Russell had trouble staying healthy, as well, and saw his numbers dip from what they were during the 
World Series season in 2016. 
 
So Davis has plenty of charges to work with. But he likes what he's seen so far. 
 
"They work," Davis said. "They come here to work. I had a group of guys in Boston that were the same 
last year, and it makes my job easier. They want to get better, they come out every day, they show up, 
they want to work. They're excited, and I'm excited to be around them. 
 
And what have the Cubs found out about Davis? Just about everyone answers that question the same 
way: He likes to talk. 
 
"I'm not going to stop talking," he said. "If I stop talking, something's wrong." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs' World Series expectations are no surprise, but they show how radical transformation from Lovable 
Losers has been 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Tom Ricketts sure doesn’t sound like the guy who met his wife in the bleachers during the 
century-long tenure of the Lovable Losers. 
 
“Everyone knows that this is a team that has the capability to win the World Series, and everyone will be 
disappointed if we don’t live up to that capability.” 



 

 
Yeah, the Cubs have been among baseball’s best teams for three seasons now. That curse-smashing 
World Series win in 2016 was the high point of a three-year stretch of winning that’s seen three straight 
trips to the National League Championship Series and a combined 310 wins between the regular season 
and postseason. 
 
But it’s still got to come as a strange sound to those who remember the Cubs as the longtime butt of so 
many baseball jokes. This team has one expectation, to win the World Series. The players have said it for 
a week leading up to Monday’s first full-squad workout. The front office said it when it introduced big-
time free-agent signing Yu Darvish a week ago. And the chairman said it Monday. 
 
“We very much expect to win,” Ricketts said. “We have the ability to win. Our division got a lot tougher, 
and the playoff opponents that we faced last year are likely to be there waiting for us again. 
 
“I think at this point with this team, obviously that’s our goal. I won’t say a season’s a failure because 
you don’t win the World Series, but it is our goal.” 
 
The confidence is not lacking. But more importantly, success drives expectations. And if the Cubs are 
going to be one of the best teams in baseball, they better keep winning, or they’ll fail to meet those 
expectations, expectations that can sometimes spin a little bit out of control. 
 
During last year’s follow-up campaign to 2016’s championship run, a rocky start to the season that had 
the Cubs out of first place at the All-Star break was enough to make some fans feel like the sky was 
falling — as if one year without a World Series win would be unacceptable to a fan base that had just 
gone 108 without one. 
 
After a grueling NLDS against the Washington Nationals, the Cubs looked well overmatched in the NLCS 
against the Los Angeles Dodgers, and that sparked plenty of outside criticism, as well as plenty of 
offseason activity to upgrade the club in the midst of baseball’s never-ending arms race. 
 
“I think people forget we’ve won more games over the last three years than any other team. We’ve won 
more playoff games than any other team the last three years. And we’ve been to the NLCS three years in 
a row,” Ricketts said. “I think fans understand that this is a team that if we stay healthy and play up to 
our capability can be in that position, be in the World Series. I don’t blame them. We should have high 
expectations, we have a great team.” 
 
On paper, there are plenty of reasons for high expectations. Certainly the team’s stated goals don’t 
seem outlandish or anything but expected. The addition of Darvish to a rotation that already boasted 
Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks and Jose Quintana makes the Cubs’ starting staff the best in the NL, maybe 
the best in the game. There were additions to the bullpen, and the team’s fleet of young star position 
players went untouched despite fears it might be broken up to acquire pitching. 
 
“I think this is, on paper, the strongest rotation that we’ve ever had,” Ricketts said. “I think that being 
able to bring in a player of (Darvish’s) caliber reminds everyone that we’re intending to win our division 
and go all the way. 
 
“We’ve kept a good core of players together for several years, and this year I think our offseason moves 
have really set us up to be one of the best teams in baseball. 
 



 

“Just coming out of our team meeting, the vibe feels a lot like two years ago. Everybody’s in a really 
good place. I think everyone’s really hungry and really wants to get this season off to a great start and 
make this a memorable year.” 
 
There should be no surprise that the team and its players and its executives and its owners feel the way 
they do. The Cubs are now expected winners, even if that’s still yet to sink in for the longtime fans and 
observers of the team they once called the Lovable Losers. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Tom Ricketts sets World Series-or-bust tone for Cubs, and everybody's in 
By David Haugh 
 
Tradition calls for Cubs Chairman Tom Ricketts to welcome the team back every spring with a talk that 
establishes expectations for the upcoming season. 
 
Ricketts made news Monday reasserting the Cubs’ plan to end their one-year championship drought, 
bold talk embraced by everyone from manager Joe Maddon to the last player in camp. 
 
“I won’t say a season is a failure because you don’t win the World Series,” Ricketts said. “But it is our 
goal.” 
 
It doesn’t seem long ago that the biggest goal Ricketts discussed on day one of spring training revolved 
around Wrigley Field renovations or changes in the dugout. The annual big battle that loomed involved 
City Hall, not the Dodgers or Nationals. How times change. Now — beginning his ninth year at the helm 
of the Cubs — Ricketts sets a World Series-or-bust tone in his opening remarks. 
 
Funny thing is, Ricketts didn’t have to say a word for everyone to already grasp that. His real statement 
about 2018 came earlier this month when the Cubs signed Japanese star Yu Darvish to a six-year, $126 
million contract. The entire baseball world heard it. 
 
The Cubs announced their 2018 slogan as “Everybody In.’’ Ricketts proved how much ownership was by 
digging deep in the family’s pockets to lure the top free-agent pitcher to the North Side. The 
commitment to win starts at the top, where you will find a die-hard Cubs fan disguised as team 
chairman. Don’t let the sheepish, aw-shucks demeanor fool you — Ricketts is more competitive than he 
looks. 
 
Sustaining success takes money. And Ricketts has evolved into a chairman willing to spend whatever it 
takes in the name of winning. 
 
The addition of Darvish inflated the Cubs’ payroll to $172 million, the fifth-highest in baseball, according 
to spotrac.com. It also showed how much Ricketts trusts President Theo Epstein with his money, even if 
it meant giving it to an outsider — Darvish — over a Cubs legend in Jake Arrieta. 
 
After the Cubs’ season ended in October in the National League Championship Series loss to the 
Dodgers, a sense of inevitability surrounded Arrieta’s departure. But Maddon felt just as certain that, 
somehow, the combination of the Rickettses’ money and Epstein’s brain would find a way to make the 
Cubs legitimate World Series contenders again. 
 



 

“I thought something would be done,’’ Maddon said. “I thought, ‘OK, Jake won’t be back but we will 
replace Jake in a good way.’ I knew what our game plan was.’’ 
 
In Chicago, oddly, the Cubs are the only professional sports team with a plan to win now. Optimism 
oozes at White Sox camp in Glendale, Ariz., because of all the terrific prospects, but they would be 
happy to win 75 games. The Bears hired a new, 39-year-old coach, allowing the franchise to hit reset yet 
again. The Bulls picked their lane in June by trading All-Star Jimmy Butler to begin a rebuild that appears 
promising — for 2020. The Blackhawks can’t end their disappointing season soon enough so real 
changes can re-establish them as viable Stanley Cup contenders someday. 
 
So when Ricketts speaks with urgency absent from Chicago’s other teams and backs it up with big 
investments, it resonates even more. It should be appreciated when a big-market team refuses to think 
small and actually behaves like one, aggressively addressing weaknesses to go after another title. 
 
Remember that next offseason before concluding the Cubs can’t be part of the bidding for free agents 
Bryce Harper or Manny Machado. Under Ricketts, the Cubs let results dictate their approach rather than 
the other way around. The 2017 season exposed concerns over starting pitching and the bullpen, so the 
Cubs made it a priority to solve both problems. 
 
Besides Darvish, the Cubs earlier upgraded the No. 5 spot in their rotation by signing free agent Tyler 
Chatwood, who replaces John Lackey, to a three-year, $39 million deal. They also bought two new arms 
to bolster the back end of the bullpen: Brandon Morrow and Steve Cishek. But Maddon believes the 
organization’s positive vibe began to build during the pursuit of Shohei Ohtani, the double-threat 
Japanese player the Cubs met with in early December in Los Angeles. The Cubs contingent included 
pitcher Kyle Hendricks. 
 
“You talk about a team coming together,’’ Maddon said of the front-office presentation. “There was a 
real strong bonding and sense of camaraderie about all that.’’ 
 
The Blackhawks organization rebuilt itself under Chairman Rocky Wirtz by breaking down barriers, 
bringing hockey and business operations into the same rooms for the same meetings to chase the same 
goals. The Cubs have copied that corporate synergy under their own man-of-the-people chairman 
motivated most by the pursuit of another title — whatever the cost. Every idea is welcome from anyone 
in the Cubs organization, every possibility is considered and every door is always open. 
 
That’s how you keep a championship window from closing. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Anthony Rizzo's visit to school shooting site 'hardest thing I ever had to do' 
By David Haugh 
 
With a heavy heart and weary soul, Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo spoke to a roomful of reporters 
Monday about his weekend grieving back home in the Parkland, Fla., community ripped apart by last 
week’s deadly school shooting. 
 
But Rizzo really was speaking to you, the Cubs fan. 
 
You, the White Sox fan. 
 



 

You, the casual sports fan who kinda sorta pays attention. 
 
You, the human prone to go about our own lives at a dizzying pace that too easily desensitizes us to 
tragedy — like the one Rizzo clearly still is trying to process. 
 
“As a human being, probably like everyone in here when they heard ‘initial shooter,’ I took my next golf 
swing,’’ Rizzo recalled of his first reaction to news reports. “That’s how numb this country is to it. Until 
something crazy happens, you hear ‘open shooter’ nowadays, it’s OK, you take your next breath, and 
keep going. Then I found out it was at Douglas … and it was gut-wrenching.’’ 
 
Rizzo graduated from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 2007, the site of one of the deadliest 
mass shootings in American history last Wednesday that took 17 lives. He studied in the same 
classrooms in which students dodged bullets and starred on the same fields where they fled. He knows a 
good friend who teaches at the school and saved several lives by tying tourniquets for wounded 
students. His agent’s niece died in the gunfire. He and his brother, John, played for football coach Aaron 
Feis, who sacrificed his life using his body as a shield to protect kids. 
 
“A true hero,’’ Rizzo said. “A monster comes in shooting up the school and he jumps in front of them to 
save their lives. Every single one of my best friends has memories of him.’’ 
 
Those memories were made in Parkland, where Rizzo’s parents, John and Laurie, were among the first 
homeowners back when the city of 30,000 had just one stoplight. He rushed home last Thursday night 
to speak at a vigil to look into the eyes of the students and teachers who survived and offer support 
simply with his presence. It was Rizzo who requested a role in the service so students could hear from 
someone who once sat where they sit, a star who never forgot his roots. 
 
“It was the hardest thing I ever had to do,’’ said Rizzo, who also visited victims at the hospital. “Going 
back, you don’t know what to say. There’s nothing you can say. When people get shot, you’re grateful 
they’re alive. When they pass away, you’re grateful that you knew them. Just to see how real it is, it’s 
sad. It’s why I’m so proud of what they’re doing. They’re going to turn this tragedy into something 
positive.’’ 
 
Rizzo isn’t ready yet to turn this into a political debate, not with the grief still raw and fresh. He stayed 
away from a question about the AR-15 rifle used in the massacre and called out any “irresponsible” 
media members who reported he pushed for more gun control. 
 
“To be clear, I did not say the word gun one time,’’ Rizzo said. 
 
People might read into that comment and Rizzo’s reluctance to immediately use his platform to 
politicize the issue. But nobody should. They should allow Rizzo time to mourn with members of his 
hometown before judging his level of social activism. Rizzo didn’t win the Roberto Clemente Award last 
year because of the way he turns his back on social causes. He didn’t beat cancer because he’s meek. 
 
“I play baseball, I’m an athlete, my opinion is my opinion,’’ Rizzo said. “I don’t think it’s fair to my 
teammates or anyone else if I come out and start going one way or the other. My focus is on baseball. 
My focus also is on Parkland and supporting them in whatever direction they go. For me, it’s hard 
enough to hit a baseball. I definitely am not going to try to be a baseball player and a politician at the 
same time.’’ 
 



 

This simply was a 28-year-old attempting to speak about an unspeakable act, trying to put something in 
perspective a nation struggles to understand. This was a baseball player spraying to all fields 
emotionally, connecting with sincerity. 
 
“Anthony’s character always has been one of the most amazing things I’ve seen in baseball,’’ Cubs 
Chairman Tom Ricketts said Monday. 
 
There might come a day when Rizzo lends his voice to the ongoing national conversation on gun control 
or sharpens his opinions on potential solutions to the problems that make American schools so 
dangerous — but not yet. Not with the tears still falling and Rizzo’s mind still racing. 
 
“I don’t know enough about it,’’ Rizzo said. “I know there are a lot of shootings. I don’t know what needs 
to be done but some type of change needs to happen for the better. 
 
“You just hope that somewhere up the line of command people are thinking the same things a lot of 
innocent kids are thinking: ‘Why am I scared to go to school? Why am I scared to say goodbye to my son 
or daughter?’ ’’ 
 
Rizzo paused. Anguish covered his face. 
 
“God forbid, someone was in an argument with someone they love that day,’’ Rizzo said. “It is a bad 
time right now in the country with all these shootings.’’ 
 
It was time for Rizzo to return to work, normalcy restored by the rituals of spring training. Good ol’ No. 
44 took grounders at first base and swings in the batting cage Monday, a familiar Chicago star who 
never will be the same. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon admits to sign-stealing during coaching days 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon is not worried about the Big Brother component to be instituted by Major 
League Baseball with new telephone lines between dugouts and video rooms to be monitored to 
address players’ concerns about sign stealing. 
 
But in the days well before instant replay, Maddon admitted to taking a peek at the other team’s 
dugout. 
 
“I used to be really good at picking up signs from the other team,” said Maddon, who served as a coach 
with the Angels from 1994 to 2005. “I’m not any more. When you’re not managing, you have this real 
ability to put your focus somewhere else more readily. Whereas when you’re managing, you have 
specific things you’re focused on all the time. 
 
“There’s an art to it.” 
 
Maddon said he learned the craft of sign stealing from former Cubs manager Preston Gomez, who 
served as a third base coach and former executive in the Angels’ organization. 
 
“I got really good at it,” Maddon said. “But you got to pay attention to every sign given.” 



 

 
That includes looking for an indicator that a sign is live. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Tom Ricketts' message to Cubs clear: winning World Series is the goal 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
All the Cubs understood the direct message from Chairman Tom Ricketts on Monday during his annual 
remarks to the team before its first full-squad workout of spring training. 
 
“I won’t say a season is a failure because you don’t win the World Series,” Ricketts said afterward. “But 
it is our goal.” 
 
Manager Joe Maddon, who is in the fourth year of a five-year contract with a 2016 World Series title on 
his resume, fully supports that goal. 
 
“Getting to the World Series is No. 1, and winning it would be awesome,” Maddon said. “That is our 
goal, but the vibe (with this team) is ridiculously good. It is. 
 
“You can feel (the interaction). There’s a conservative confidence about them, meaning there’s this mild 
swagger they don’t want to show but feel good about it. I like it.” 
 
Maddon said he delivers the same message as Ricketts with different wording and that the Cubs’ 
unveiled slogan of #EverybodyIn stresses teamwork. 
 
Addison Russell, one of the stars of the Cubs’ postseason run to the 2016 Series, welcomes the challenge 
Ricketts presented. 
 
“We take that first meeting very seriously,” Russell said. “The coaches come into spring training with 
goals for themselves as well. And they let it be known throughout the clubhouse. 
 
“It’s great. You hear what the whole mental aspect is and trying to accomplish something as a club. They 
emphasized it. And we’re listening and taking it in, and it’s a good vibe right now.” 
 
Ricketts realizes the expectations of the fans have swelled in the aftermath of three consecutive trips to 
the National League Championship Series and the highest victory total in the regular season and playoffs 
during that span. 
 
“I don’t blame them,” Ricketts said. “We should have high expectations. We have a great team.” 
 
Ricketts and Maddon stopped short of saying the season would be a failure if the Cubs didn’t win the 
Series, citing injuries. Ricketts added that injuries could play a factor and that the NL Central is stronger 
thanks to upgrades the Brewers and Cardinals made. 
 
Monday’s workout appeared as business-like as any of the previous first full-squad workouts during the 
Maddon tenure. After addressing his speech at a vigil for victims of the mass shooting at his high school 
alma mater in Florida last week, first baseman Anthony Rizzo hit several deep drives during batting 
practice, joked with his teammates and went out of his way to sign autographs for several dozen fans. 
 



 

Maddon acknowledged his emphasis on energy and enthusiasm was similar to past seasons, although he 
provided a new wrinkle by showing a videotape of the San Antonio Spurs’ camaraderie, teamwork and 
precision. 
 
Jason Heyward sent the video to Maddon, who also mixed in some art-like highlights of Cubs’ defense, 
baserunning and pitch execution. 
 
“It’s the same stuff, but I try to present it in a different way,” Maddon said. “Listen, this is my fourth 
year here. You never want the message to grow old, so I think it’s important to say the same thing in 
other words. 
 
“That’s the essence of a good instructor. As a hitting coach, you try to get the same concept across to 
two different people. But if you say it one way to both guys, one guy may get it and the other may not. 
The essence of getting a message across is to say the same thing in different words.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Limiting mound trips without a pitching change OK with Cubs' Chris Gimenez 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
Catcher Chris Gimenez was encouraged that Major League Baseball will allow a maximum of six mound 
visits per nine-inning game without a pitching change. 
 
Limiting mound visits is one of MLB’s rule changes designed to speed up games. The Players Association 
refused to agree to the changes formally but signed an agreement not to challenge them. 
 
“It’s a lot better than three,” Gimenez said Monday. “(Six) is doable. At least they took some of our 
considerations at heart in doing this. We can save some (of the six trips) for later innings, in situations 
when you’re going to make multiple trips.” 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said he was curious as to what the average actual number of trips to the mound in 
a game has been, but said, “Whatever the number is, we’ll abide by it.” 
 
Maddon didn’t think catcher Willson Contreras, who is notorious for frequent visits to the mound, 
would be affected much by the new rules. 
 
“We’ll just have to figure out non-verbal methods of communicating,” Maddon said. “We won’t be 
texting.” 
 
Chilly on Chili: Red Sox owner John Henry took an indirect shot at Cubs coach Chili Davis for the Red 
Sox’s drop in production in 2017 from 2016 in slugger David Ortiz’s final season. 
 
“Our approach last year was lacking offensively, and we had issues that the players already have talked 
about,” Henry told Red Sox writers. “But I don’t agree that we haven’t really made much in the way of 
changes. I think (our coaching changes) were significant.” 
 
The Henry-owned Red Sox hired Davis twice, first as their Triple-A hitting coach in 2011 and then in 2014 
as the major-league hitting coach after he had served in that same role with the Athletics. 
 



 

Extra innings: In his state-of-the-Cubs’ address Monday, Chairman Tom Ricketts said many issues made 
it tough to speculate on Wrigley Field being host to an All-Star Game soon as well as forecasting how 
soon the club could finalize its own television network. Ricketts also sensed he’s pretty sure that free 
agent Jake Arrieta will “find a good situation.” … Infielder Ben Zobrist (back) was held out of Monday’s 
workout as a precaution. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Anthony Rizzo on Parkland school shooting victims: 'They'll be in my heart every day' 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo rejoined his Cubs teammates Monday after traveling to Parkland. Fla., a 
community devastated by the mass shootings that killed 17 people at his high school. 
 
Rizzo said that looking into the eyes of the families and friends of the victims “was the hardest thing I 
ever had to do. Just going back, you don’t know what to say. There’s nothing you can say. When people 
get shot, you’re grateful that people are still alive. 
 
“When they pass away, you’re grateful you knew them,” he said. “Just to see how real it is is sad and it’s 
why I’m so proud of what they’re doing in Parkland and everyone is coming together because they’re 
going to turn this tragedy into something hopefully really, really positive.” 
 
Rizzo described Aaron Feis, his football coach for two seasons at Stoneman Douglas High School, as a 
hero for shielding his body in front of students before getting killed. Rizzo spoke to Feis last month after 
Rizzo donated $150,000 to help pay for lights for the school’s baseball field. 
 
“You got this monster coming in and shooting up a school, and (Feis) jumps in front of kids and saves 
their lives,’ said Rizzo, adding that his sister-in-law once taught at Douglas. “It’s sad, but I hope he 
continues to be recognized for that.” 
 
Rizzo said he felt the need to fly from Arizona to speak to the community at a vigil Thursday, adding that 
he talked to the mayor and commissioner of Parkland. 
 
“You just got to be there for people in these times,” Rizzo said. “Just be there and show that you care for 
them and you’re there for them because as much as I know I want to say how it feels for them. I don’t. I 
didn’t lose anyone who was family, but I feel like I did because I’m from there.” 
 
Rizzo stressed that he never used the words “gun control’’ when saying something needed to be done. 
He added that his speech was strictly for community support and not as someone “campaigning for 
themselves in a time like that.” 
 
“I don’t know what needs to be done. I don’t know enough about it. I know there are a lot of shootings. I 
know (the guns) are (made) with a specific make. I don’t know what needs to be done. Some type of 
change needs to happen for the better. 
 
“I’m sure people in here have kids, and no one in here feels very comfortable on a daily basis with their 
kid at school, not knowing if they’re going to see them again.” 
 
Rizzo said that his opinions are his own. 
 



 

“It’s hard enough to hit a baseball,” Rizzo said. “It’s going to be hard enough to be a baseball player and 
political at the same time.” 
 
Rizzo’s roots are deep in Parkland, where his parents were among the first homeowners and recalling 
when the town didn’t have a stop light. 
 
Rizzo appreciated the support from his Cubs teammates during his absence. 
 
“It’s nice to be back here,” Rizzo said before the Cubs’ first full-squad workout. “It’s normal to be back 
here. I’m excited to be back here, but just the support of everyone throughout that I’ve come across my 
life that reached out and supported. 
 
“Everyone knows this just isn’t another shooting. This is something that’s bigger than that.” 
 
Teammate Albert Almora Jr. was moved by Rizzo's speech at the vigil and planned to give him a hug. 
 
“I was speechless when I heard it,” Almora said. “When he gets emotional, I get emotional. It was tough 
to see him like that because he cares so much. I was right there with him, and I felt it.” 
 
Rizzo visited hospitals where people were being treated for injuries in the shooting. He was extremely 
proud of the students for speaking out for change. 
 
“I can’t sit up here and say with confidence this is going to be the last mass shooting, because it 
probably won’t be,’ Rizzo said. “Hopefully this is one of the steps in the right direction.” 
 
Rizzo wasn’t sure how he would honor his high school, but said the victims “will be in my heart every 
day. They’ll be in my thoughts every day.” 
 
-- 
 
 


