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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ Bochy, Crawford ejected in 12-inning loss to Rockies 

Henry Schulman 

 

The frigid wind that whistled through China Basin on Thursday night gave AT&T Park a bit of an 

October feel. The first Giants-Rockies game of the season did, too, at least until the seagulls 

overtook fans in attendance. 

•  

In the aftermath of Colorado's 5-3, 12-inning victory, the clubhouse had more of a Wednesday 

feel. 

A day after Brandon Belt took a called third strike to end a loss to the Reds, and insinuated 

umpire Doug Eddings just wanted to shower and leave, Brandon Crawford was ejected after 

taking a full-count third strike to open the 12th inning after Carlos Gonzalez's two-run, bases-

loaded single off Cory Gearrin gave the Rockies their two-run lead. 

Closer Wade Davis followed the strikeout by walking Austin Jackson and Pablo Sandoval, the 

latter with two outs, before Gregor Blanco flied out to end it. 

Just as Belt pulled no punches Wednesday, Crawford and manager Bruce Bochy did not hide 
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their feelings after they were tossed for the second and 73rd times of their respective careers. 

Crawford said home-plate umpire Chris Segal tossed him not for arguing the pitch, but for not 

acceding to Segal's demand that he pick up his bat, which Crawford had dropped thinking he 

had ball four. 

"I got thrown out of a major-league game for not picking up a bat," Crawford said. "I've never 

heard of that before. He told me to pick up the bat as I was walking back to the dugout. We 

have someone in the dugout who literally, their job, is to pick up the bats." 

Bochy was quickly tossed when he engaged Segal and later called third strikes to Belt and 

Crawford "frustrating." 

"That's two games in a row," Bochy said. "Guys are doing a great job laying off those pitches, 

and they're balls." 

The pitch to Crawford was more borderline than Belt's, but the shortstop was upset because it 

was lower than the pitch that Segal called for ball one. 

The Giants were out of position players. Had they sent the game into the 13th, Ty Blach would 

have gone to left field and Austin Jackson would have moved to the infield. 

Crawford smiled and said his ejection was Belt's fault, but there is a grain of truth to the joke. 

Umpires are human. They can read newspapers and the Internet and had to know that Belt 

bashed one of their compatriots the day before. 

And that might be an issue moving forward. 

The spat was a jagged ending to a smooth game that yielded a lot of positives for the Giants. 

They overcame a 3-0 deficit against a tough right-hander, Chad Bettis, getting a third-inning 

sacrifice fly from Gorkys Hernandez following the first of two Jackson doubles, then tying it on 

Brandon Belt's two-run homer in the sixth, originally ruled a double but overruled on video 
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appeal. 

The ball hit a metal railing well inside the Arcade. 

Belt has homered in four straight games for the second time this season, a feat no Giant had 

accomplished since Barry Bonds in 2004. Whether Belt gets a shot at five in a row hinges on 

how an achy knee feels when he comes to work Friday. Bochy was planning to rest him against 

left-hander Kyle Freeland but might let him play. 

Samardzija turned yet another negative into his first real positive. 

He lasted seven innings and kept the Giants in the game after a horrible second inning in which 

he walked .171 hitter Ian Desmond and allowed the three runs on a two-run double by Daniel 

Castro (.148) and a scoring single by Bettis, who not only was hitting .105 but had four career 

RBIs. 

The Giants need Samardzija to be tough and provide innings. He should be the interim staff ace 

until Madison Bumgarner returns and was nothing of the sort over his first five starts. 

Samardzija said he finally found a rhythm when he got a handle on his slider and changeup. He 

was happy to rediscover the "normal feeling" of pitching into the seventh inning. 

Another positive for the Giants was their relievers, who went toe to toe with the Rockies' Billion 

Dollar Bullpen (a slight exaggeration) until the top of the 12th devolved into a parade of walks. 

Will Smith, Sam Dyson, Hunter Strickland, Tony Watson and rookie Pierce Johnson combined 

for 4 1/3 shutout innings before Johnson walked Iannetta and Charlie Blackmon in the 12th as 

he began to run out of gas. 

Bochy summoned Gearrin hoping for a double play, a risky move given how bad he has been 

against left-handed hitters. But Gearrin retired lefty Gerardo Parra on a flyball for the second 

out, then walked Nolan Arenado to load the bases. 
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Gonzalez, a left-hander, fisted a too-high two-seamer over second baseman Kelby Tomlinson 

for a single to get the winning runs home. 

If the Giants have any designs on challenging for the National League West, they will have to 

overcome Colorado's bullpen. The Rockies spent big to acquire closer Wade Davis and setup 

man Bryan Shaw to complement Adam Ottavino, who is turning into a shutdown right-handed 

reliever to go with Jake McGee on the left side. 

If the remaining 18 Rockies-Giants games are anything like the first, the fans will be the big 

winners. 

"I think they're all going to be like that," Samardzija said. "They've done a great job with their 

bullpen. They've added some great arms and retained some also. You obviously know about 

their lineup and know what they can do. 

"They're pretty mirror teams here, pretty even matched team. I look for some real close and 

fun games going forward with them." 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ clubhouse man Mike Murphy joins Ryan Vogelsong as draft representatives 

John Shea 

 

Long-time clubhouse man Mike Murphy will represent the Giants at the June 4 draft festivities 

in New Jersey. 

Murphy will be accompanied by Ryan Vogelsong, who won two World Series rings in San 

Francisco. 

The Giants will have the second overall pick, their prize for losing 98 games last season. The 

Tigers will pick first. 
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Murphy and Vogelsong will relay the Giants’ pick after hearing the decision from team officials 

stationed at AT&T Park. The first round will be televised by MLB Network. 

No one embodies the Giants’ 60th anniversary in San Francisco quite like the highly respected 

“Murph,” as he’s known to generations of players, most of whom visit him as their first chore 

when returning to the ballpark. 

Murphy worked the clubhouse in every era on the West Coast, from Willie Mays to Buster 

Posey. In the anniversary season, he’s acknowledged as the only employee with the team since 

1958, the inaugural season in San Francisco, when he served as bat boy. 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants pregame: Will Belt’s comments about ump affect strijke zone? 

Henry Schulman 

 

As the Giants prepare to play their 45th game, opening a four-game series against the Rockies, 

they are 22-22. 

Just for giggles, here are the Giants' 44-game records during the championship era divided by 

the four even years, which resulted in the postseason, and the three odd years that didn't. 

There is no great point in mind, just that things do change along the way. 

EVEN 

2010 - 23-21 

2012 - 23-21 

2014 - 27-17 

2016 - 25-19 

ODD 

2011 - 25-19 
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2013 - 24-20 

2015 - 25-19 

2017 - 19-25 

On Thursday, Jeff Samardzija tries to put it together, finally, while facing Chad Bettis, the 14th 

consecutive right-hander the Giants will see. The Giants have a better record when a lefty starts 

(11-7) vs. righties (11-15). The streak ends Friday when they will see Kyle Freeland, who is no 

picnic. 

The umpire rotation is not out yet, but Brandon Belt and the home-plate ump should have an 

interesting conversation after Belt's comments Wednesdayabout Doug Eddings. 

One thing that was not in the story: Belt said he likes the vast majority of umps and enjoys 

talking to them. He just had issue with Eddings' strike zone in light of Eddings' repeatedly saying 

how quickly he wants to get through games. 

No word yet on the fine that surely will be levied. The Giants have to hope that is the only 

punishment. Belt actually gets a lot of close calls now, probably because his strike-zone 

awareness is so good umps subconsciously feel if he isn't swinging at it, it's probably a ball. 

Umps are human. It will be interesting to see if there is any leftover antipathy toward Belt that 

could affect his strike zone. 

Roster talk: The Giants do not need another starter until May 29 thanks to two off days next 

week. They could have optioned Andrew Suarez to the minors with plans to skip his spot and 

recall another pitcher or outfielder for the Rockies series since Suarez will not be available to 

pitch for five days. 

There will be no roster moves Thursday. Manager Bruce Bochy often likes to give his starters 

the extra rest that off days afford, so he might stick with his five-man rotation. 

At some point soon, however, the Giants have to make room for Hunter Pence and/or Mac 
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Williamson, who is supposed to begin his rehab games this weekend. 

Good matchup: Not a pitcher vs. hitter or hitter vs. pitcher, but Nolan Arenado vs. Brandon 

Crawford. 

Arenado destroys Giants pitching. Since the start of 2015 he has driven in 65 runs in 57 games 

against San Francisco. 

Crawford has been the majors' hottest hitter in May, batting .464 with seven doubles and a 

homer. He has raised his average from .189 to .295 in 15 games. 

Since you asked, Arenado is a career .414 hitter against Samardzija (12-for-29), with four 

doubles and a triple, but no home runs. 

This could be fun! In discussing his rotation in Anaheim, Astros manager A.J. Hinch suggested 

the Giants might face Gerrit Cole and Justin Verlander in their two games in Houston next 

week. 

That’s not the inside straight you want to draw. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Crawford and Bochy ejected after heated arguments, Giants lose in 12 innings 

Kerry Crowley 

 

SAN FRANCISCO–On most nights, nine consecutive innings of shutout ball is more than enough 

for a baseball team to ensure victory. 

But in a 12-inning affair against the Colorado Rockies, the impressive efforts of the Giants’ 

pitching staff failed to hold up. 

Thanks to a two-out, two-run single from Rockies right fielder Carlos Gonzalez in the 12th, the 

Giants lost the series-opener of a four-game set 5-3. 

In the bottom of the 12th inning, Brandon Crawford and manager Bruce Bochy were ejected by 

home plate umpire Chris Segal after Crawford took a called third strike the Giants felt was 

below the zone. 
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The shortstop thought the 3-2 offering was ball four, so he dropped his bat next to home plate. 

Then Segal tossed him. 

“I got thrown out of a Major League baseball game for not picking up a bat,” Crawford said. 

“I’ve never heard of that before. That’s a first for me.” 

The 95-mile per hour fastball from Wade Davis that ended the at-bat whizzed by Crawford, who 

said he would have been more likely to protect if the second pitch of the at-bat, which came in 

higher, was also called a strike. 

“A ball that’s even lower than the ball you’re calling down initially, you call a strike to end my 

at-bat,” Crawford said. “That’s the biggest thing I have an issue with. If you call that first ball a 

strike then I know I have to protect on that.” 

A day after first baseman Brandon Belt vehemently disagreed with a controversial called third 

strike that ended a game against the Reds, Bochy expressed his disappointment in the decisions 

that have hurt his club. 

“It’s frustrating, these guys do a great job laying off pitches and they’re balls,” Bochy said. “It’s 

frustrating. Now we have the leadoff hitter on, yesterday we had the tying run up to the plate 

there. It’s frustrating. Those are balls.” 

After starter Jeff Samardzija and relievers Will Smith, Sam Dyson, Hunter Strickland, Tony 

Watson and Pierce Johnson kept Colorado scoreless from the third inning through the 11th, 

Cory Gearrin allowed Gonzalez’s blooper in the top of the 12th. 

Johnson opened the inning on the mound for the Giants and issued a pair of walks before 

Gearrin entered and induced a flyout. But after walking Nolan Arenado with two outs, Gearrin 

threw a 1-2 sinker that Gonzalez fought off and dropped over the head of second baseman 

Kelby Tomlinson. 

“The walk set up that little blooper,” Bochy said. “He had two strikes, but they got the timely hit 

and we didn’t. We had a couple of chances there and we just couldn’t get that hit.” 

The Rockies’ late rally crushed a comeback bid ignited by Belt, who has crushed 108 home runs 

in his career and never needed as much time to trot around the bases as he did after 

Thursday’s. 
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Belt launched a game-tying two-run shot in the sixth inning, but he was stopped in his tracks 

rounding second base. 

His fourth homer in as many games caromed off of a green railing above the right field wall and 

dropped down to the outfield grass where the Rockies –and the umpires– treated it as a live 

ball. Catcher Buster Posey came around to score from first with two outs, but Belt stopped at 

second before Bruce Bochy emerged from the dugout to urge the umpire crew to convene for a 

replay review. 

After a 1:50 pause in the action, Belt was finally allowed to jog the final 180 feet necessary for 

him to knot the score at 3-3. 

After starting the season on the disabled list with a pectoral strain, Samardzija has struggled 

pitching out of the stretch this season as the right-hander has now allowed four separate three-

run innings. 

Of the four three-run frames Samardzija has suffered through this year, the top of the second 

against the Rockies should be the one that frustrates him the most. 

Samardzija recorded the first out of the inning thanks to a tremendous running catch by left 

fielder Gorkys Hernandez who made a leaping grab at the wall to rob Carlos Gonzalez of extra 

bases, but after that, the Giants starter battled command issues. 

Trevor Story, who entered with a .229 batting average, lined a one-out single before Samardzija 

issued a walk to Ian Desmond, who carried a .171 clip into Thursday’s game. After Tony Wolters 

popped out in foul territory, .148 hitter Daniel Castro snuck a two-run double just inside the 

third base line to open the scoring. 

Losing a battle to Castro stung, but Samardzija followed it up by allowing pitcher Chad Bettis to 

drill a RBI single to center field to push Colorado ahead 3-0. 

After allowing five earned runs in each of his last two outings, Samardzija’s early challenges 

figured to make his night a short one and turn the Giants’ evening into a long one. However, 

when two runners reached with just one out in the third, Samardzija reversed the trajectory of 

his outing and offered his offense an opportunity to claw back. 

Samardzija retired 13 of the next 14 hitters he faced, tossing 1-2-3 innings in the fourth and the 

sixth while earning the right to start the seventh. 
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As their starter turned his game around in the third inning, the Giants’ lineup waited until the 

sixth to reward Samardzija for his efforts. That’s when Belt’s blast evened the score and 

breathed new life into the home dugout. 

Belt’s streak of four straight games with a home run is his second of the year, as he also circled 

the bases in four consecutive contests between April 18 and April 22. His 10 home runs lead the 

Giants, and with 117 games left to play, Belt has plenty of time to surpass his career-high of 18. 

Samardzija exited after 6 and 2/3 innings, which allowed Smith to nail down the final out in the 

seventh. 

Dyson drew the unenviable task of contending with Arenado in the eighth, but Arenado hit a 

weak grounder to third baseman Evan Longoria to lead off the inning. The 2017 American 

League Gold Glove Award winner committed his team-high eighth error of the season with a 

low throw to Belt at first, allowing Arenado to reach with no one out. 

Dyson, however, struck out the next hitter before inducing a 4-3 double play to escape the 

inning. Closer Hunter Strickland followed with a scoreless ninth, but the Giants couldn’t scratch 

across a run against Adam Ottavino in the bottom of the frame which sent the game to extra 

innings. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

How Hunter Pence’s rehab assignment could take an unusual turn 

Kerry Crowley 

 

SAN FRANCISCO–During his rise through the Houston Astros Minor League system, Hunter 

Pence spent just 25 games with the Triple-A Round Rock Express before receiving a call to the 

show. 

Pence nearly skipped the Triple-A level altogether in 2007, but 11 years later, he’s making up 

for lost time. 

The Giants outfielder is rehabbing a sprained thumb with Triple-A Sacramento and hoping to 

prove he’s healthy enough to contribute in the near future. 

But after a rough start to his 2018 campaign, Pence isn’t just using his time in the Minor 

Leagues to nurse his thumb back to health. The 35-year-old has to decided to completely 
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overhaul his swing. 

Get San Francisco Giants news in your inbox. Sign up now for the free Giants HQ newsletter. 

When Pence was placed on the disabled list in April, Mac Williamson replaced him in the Giants 

outfield and slugged three home runs in his first five games. Andrew Baggarly of The 

Athletic reported that Pence used a breakduring his rehab assignment to visit hitting coach 

Doug Latta, who helped Williamson retool his swing over the offseason. 

Pence went 6-for-27 with the Sacramento River Cats at the beginning of his rehab assignment, 

but took a six-day pause to rest and seek help from Latta. Since returning to the club, Pence is 

7-for-15 and has struck out just twice. 

The Giants would like Pence to take about 40 at-bats before he returns to the roster, but if he 

needs more time to feel comfortable introducing his swing to Major League pitching, there’s a 

way to make that happen. 

If Pence runs out of time on his rehab assignment, the Giants could use one of Pence’s Minor 

League options so he can continue playing for Triple-A Sacramento. 

“There are times when guys have options left,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “We haven’t talked 

about that, but I don’t know to be honest.” 

Pence is eligible to return from the disabled list at any time, so if his hot streak continues, he 

could find himself back on the Major League roster by the time the Giants depart for Houston 

at the end of the weekend. However, if Pence cools off, the Giants can also approach the left 

fielder about extending his stint with Sacramento. 

“I’d think you’re looking at 40 (at-bats) in that area, it could be more though,” Bochy said. 

With 11 rehab games this season, seven in 2016 and five in 2015 with the River Cats, Pence has 

nearly played as many games (23) for Sacramento while recovering from various injuries as he 

did for Triple-A Round Rock (25) at the start of the 2007 season. 

Injury news 

Giants closer Mark Melancon threw 20 pitches Thursday and faced hitters for the first time 

since spring training. Melancon threw to Williamson and infielder Miguel Gomez, and enjoyed a 
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“good session,” according to Bochy. 

The Giants will check in on Melancon Friday, but if all goes according to plan, he could begin a 

rehab assignment on Sunday or Monday. 

Melancon will need to pitch in about five or six games before the Giants activate him and Bochy 

said the club would like the right-hander to appear on back-to-back days before he returns. 

Melancon was placed on the disabled list on Opening Day with a right elbow flexor strain and 

experienced pain in his throwing arm after pitching on back-to-back days in spring training. 

Melancon hit Williamson with a pitch during Thursday’s live batting practice, but Bochy said 

Williamson was fine and could begin a rehab assignment of his own shortly. The left fielder is 

symptom-free after suffering a concussion on April 24. 

Though Melancon and Williamson’s rehab dates have yet to be finalized, the Giants do have a 

plan set for left-hander Madison Bumgarner’s first start. Bumgarner will throw a 40-pitch 

bullpen on Saturday at AT&T Park, face hitters on Tuesday in Houston and then pitch for the 

Sacramento River Cats on Saturday, May 26. 

 

 

MLB.com 

Belt homers in 4
th

 straight but SF falls in 12 

Chris Haft 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- A swollen knee might keep Brandon Belt out of the Giants' lineup Friday 

night against the Colorado Rockies. However, expect Giants manager Bruce Bochy to keep Belt 

on the field by any means necessary. 

Belt has proven during his eight-year career that when he's in the kind of groove he currently 

occupies, sending him to the batter's box as much as circumstances allow usually benefits the 

Giants. Despite another home run by their slugging first baseman, they dropped Thursday 

night's series opener to the Colorado Rockies, 5-3, in 12 innings. 

View Full Game Coverage 

With the score tied 3-3 in the 12th, Giants reliever Pierce Johnson issued one-out walks to Chris 

Iannettaand Charlie Blackmon. Cory Gearrin relieved Johnson and coaxed Gerardo Parra's 

flyout to left field before walking Nolan Arenado to load the bases. Up came Carlos Gonzalez, 

who singled home two runs. 
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One inning earlier, Belt delivered a two-out double to give the Giants a chance to win. He has 

homered in four consecutive games to increase his team-leading total to 10. He's the first Giant 

to homer in four consecutive home games since Randy Winn did it from Sept. 16-30, 2005. Belt 

also became the first Giant with a home run in four consecutive games two separate times in a 

season since Barry Bonds did it in 2004. Belt also had a four-game streak April 18-22. 

"We've all seen this," Bochy said. "He's a good hitter who's in a good zone right now." 

Belt's on a six-game binge that includes a .429 batting average (12-for-28), six runs, four 

doubles, four homers and eight RBIs. 

The Giants' 3-3 record in this stretch demonstrates their need for alternative sources of offense 

to complement Belt. Various hitters have helped sustain the Giants on various occasions this 

year. They lacked this diversity in their first game of the season against one of their chief 

National League West rivals. 

Andrew McCutchen went 0-for-5 with four strikeouts, prompting him after the game to tape a 

sign to his T-shirt with the phonetic spelling of his last name -- featuring four Ks. Buster 

Posey and Evan Longoria hit promising-looking drives that died on the warning track. Austin 

Jackson did record one of his most productive efforts of the season, doubling twice. 

Brandon Crawford, who has been every bit as prodigious as Belt, if not more so, ultimately met 

with frustration. Plate umpire Chris Segal ejected him after his 12th-inning plate appearance in 

which he was called out on strikes. Bochy also got the thumb for arguing in defense of 

Crawford. 

Crawford said that the fateful 3-2 pitch from Wade Davis that Segal called strike three was 

lower than the first pitch that was ruled ball one. 

"That's the biggest thing I have an issue with," Crawford said. "If you call that first ball a strike, 

then I know I have to protect on that. But when you call it down and you call another pitch 

lower -- that should have been ball four -- a strike, that's what I had a problem with." 

What happened next left Crawford incredulous. 

"I got thrown out of a Major League Baseball game for not picking up my bat," Crawford said. 

"He told me to pick up my bat. I was already on my way to the dugout. I think we have 

somebody in the dugout whose job, literally, is to pick up the bat." 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
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If left fielder Gorkys Hernandez's second-inning catch of Gonzalez's long drive looked difficult, 

that's because it was. Hernandez's dash to the warning track just in front of the wall was rated a 

four-star play, based on its 33-percent catch probability, according to Statcast™. Hernandez 

acted quickly, covering 86 feet in 4.9 seconds. 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

Despite homering for the fourth consecutive game, Belt's trot around the bases was slightly out 

of step. 

A replay review delayed Belt's round trip to home plate. His sixth-inning, two-out drive off Chad 

Bettis with Posey on first base initially was ruled in play as it caromed off the right-field wall. 

But the call was overturned following a crew-chief review, which revealed that the ball struck 

the wall high enough to be considered a homer. Belt's clout tied the score at 3. 

UP NEXT 

The Giants hope that the momentum generated recently by left-hander Derek Holland can 

continue when their series against the Colorado Rockies continues on Friday at 7:15 p.m. PT. 

San Francisco has won three of Holland's last four starts, including his last outing -- a 6 1/3-

inning effort in a 5-0 triumph at Pittsburgh last Sunday in what was easily his best performance 

of the year. 

 

 

MLB.com 

Injury updates: Pence, Bumgarner, Panik 

Chris Haft 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Giants manager Bruce Bochy sounded upbeat about Hunter Pence's 

overhauled batting stance, which the outfielder hopes will help revive his career when he 

returns from his Minor League injury rehabilitation assignment. 

"The fact is, this is something he really wants," Bochy said Thursday. "That'll make it easier to 

work out for him." 

View Full Game Coverage 

Pence, who hit .172 in 17 games before going on the disabled list with a sprained right thumb, 

is said to be standing more upright, holding his hands lower and incorporating a more 

pronounced front-leg kick. These are the same adjustments that worked for Giants 

outfielder Mac Williamson and Dodgers third baseman Justin Turner. 

Bochy estimated that Pence will need at least 40 at-bats with his new stance before he feels 

suitably comfortable with it. 
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Injury updates 

• Bochy reiterated that left-hander Madison Bumgarner likely will make his first injury rehab 

start for Triple-A Sacramento on May 26 against Albuquerque. 

• Second baseman Joe Panik (sprained left thumb) began taking light batting practice by hitting 

baseballs flipped underhanded to him in a batting cage. 

• Right-hander Mark Melancon threw 20 pitches of live batting practice, which will be his final 

step before going on an injury rehab assignment. Bochy estimated that Melancon's rehab stint 

will last approximately two weeks and it could begin this weekend, barring any physical 

setbacks. 

 

 

NBCsportsbayarea.com 

Crawford, Bochy disafgree with call late in Giants’ loss to Rockies: ‘It’s frustrating 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — As players filed out of the clubhouse late Thursday night, Andrew 

McCutchen walked over to his locker with a paper sign taped to his chest. It read 

“McKKKKutchen,” a nod to his four-strikeout game.  

The attempt to bring some levity to a tough loss was appreciated. But others Giants were still 

peeved.  

Manager Bruce Bochy repeatedly uttered the word “frustrating” in describing a 3-2 call that 

went against Brandon Crawford to open the bottom of the 12th inning of a 5-3 loss. A day after 

Brandon Belt put a home plate ump on blast, Crawford also expressed his displeasure.  

The pitch in question came with the Giants trailing by two and Wade Davis on the mound. The 

called third strike was low, but not by that much. Crawford was more upset with the sequence 

of events. The first called ball in that at-bat had been on a similar pitch that was actually higher 

in the zone than the one he was rung up on by Chris Segal.  

“The biggest thing is he called ball one down and (catcher Chris) Iannetta talked to him and said 

he didn’t agree with it, and then the ball that was even lower than the one you called a ball, you 

call a strike to end my at-bat,” Crawford said. “That’s the biggest thing I have issue with. If you 

call the first pitch a strike, then I know I’ve got to protect there.” 

Crawford dropped his bat after the pitch, assuming he had drawn a leadoff walk. It escalated 

from there. There’s no doubt that an umpire’s job is hard, especially when guys have the kind of 

stuff that Davis has, but Segal ramped things up by twice telling Crawford to pick up his bat. 

Crawford was on his way back to the dugout.  
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“I got thrown out of a Major League Baseball game for not picking up my bat. I’ve never heard 

of that before. That’s a first for me,” Crawford said. “I feel like we have somebody in the dugout 

who it’s literally their job to pick up the bat.” 

The bat boy did come out, but not before Crawford had been ejected for the second time in his 

career. Bochy was sent out, too, and after a pair of walks, the Giants went down to Davis and 

the Rockies, who came in as the second-place team in the division.  

The first matchup between these two was a good one. The Rockies have revamped their 

bullpen, making up for a lineup that’s in a world of hurt. The Giants got an improved 

performance from Jeff Samardzija and their own bullpen held strong until Carlos Gonzalez 

dropped a two-run single into center off Cory Gearrin in the top of the 12th.  

Players said afterward that they expect to play plenty of close ones with these Rockies, and 

thus, they’ll need all hands on deck. With Crawford gone, the Giants would have sent Ty Blach 

out to play the field had they tied it in the bottom of the 12th.  

“It’s frustrating. It’s two games in a row,” Bochy said of the call. “Guys are doing a great job of 

laying off pitches and they’re balls. It’s frustrating. Now we’ve got the leadoff runner on. It’s 

frustrating. Those are balls. You’re competitive and you’re trying to come back and the call 

went their way.” 

 

 

NBCsportsbayarea.com 

Giants fall to Rockies in 12 innings, drop second straight 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — With plenty of time until Game 3, Klay Thompson sat in the owner's box at 

AT&T Park on Thursday night. Unlike most celebrities who attend games, Thompson was a 

gamer. He sat through one failed rally after the next as the Giants and Rockies played into the 

12th. In the top of that inning, Carlos Gonzalez sent the Warriors star and most of the 

remaining fans home.  

Gonzalez dumped a two-run single into center to break a tie. Wade Davis locked it down in the 

bottom of the inning, wrapping up a 5-3 win for the Rockies in the first meeting this season 

between the teams.  

The Giants trailed from the start, but Brandon Belt hit a two-run shot into the first row of the 

arcade in the sixth, tying it up. It was pretty quiet from there. The Giants got the winning run to 

second in the ninth, but couldn’t score. The Rockies got the go-ahead run there in the 10th, but 

did not score.  
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Belt doubled to the left field corner with two down in the 11th and the Rockies put two on with 

one down in the 12th, but both rallies died. Here's what else you need to know ...  

—- Belt has a homer in four consecutive games. Incredibly, he’s done that twice already this 

season. He also homered every game from April 18-22. Overall, Belt is tied for fifth in the 

league with 10 homers, and when you throw in the on-base percentage and strong defense, he 

certainly has the look of an All-Star.  

—- Early on, Jeff Samardzija looked headed for another rough one. The No. 8 hitter, Daniel 

Castro, pulled a two-run double with two outs in the second and starting pitcher Chad Bettis 

followed with an RBI single. But Samardzija settled in and got into the seventh, a rarity for this 

staff.  

—- Evan Longoria’s soft throw to first in the eighth skidded away for an error and put the 

leadoff runner on. The error was Longoria’s eighth, continuing a concerning trend. His career-

high is 14 and last year he made 12 all season.  

—- Nolan Arenado, the world’s preeminent Giant-killer, was 2 for 5 with two singles and a walk. 

The Giants will take that, probably.  

—- Ian Desmond, batting .167, failed to get a bunt down twice in the 11th and then hit into a 

double play. Remember that moment when you see national reporters writing “is there 

collusion in free agency?” pieces this offseason. 

 

 

NBCsportsbayarea.com 

First rehab outings for Bumgarner, Melancon appear to be set; Pence tweaking swing 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- The Giants will face a couple of aces next week in Houston when Justin 

Verlander and Gerrit Cole take the mound for the Astros. By the end of the week, their own ace 

should take a big step. 

Madison Bumgarner will throw to Giants hitters on Tuesday and is likely to make his first rehab 

start the following Saturday, May 26, for the Triple-A Sacramento River Cats. That should get 

Bumgarner back in the big league rotation sometime around the second week of June, and he 

won't be alone in rehabbing with the River Cats.  

Mark Melancon faced hitters Thursday afternoon and it went so well that he's likely to make his 

first rehab appearance on Sunday or Monday. Melancon will spend about two weeks in Triple-

A, with the goal of making five appearances. Manager Bruce Bochy said they would like 

Melancon to pitch on back-to-back days at some point down there. He did that just once this 

spring, and the next day was shut down.  
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Elsewhere in the infirmary, Mac Williamson (concussion) is doing well and is close to a rehab 

assignment. Joe Panik (thumb) has started to take soft-toss swings in the cage. Bumgarner, by 

the way, has been swinging in the cage for a while. He'll be ready to hit when he returns.  

--- Hunter Pence is currently on a rehab appearance, but this is about more than just getting 

healthy. Pence went down to Los Angeles to see Doug Latta, the specialist who overhauled 

Williamson's swing, and he has taken a similar approach. He is hoping the swing, made popular 

by Justin Turner, will help him find results when he returns.  

"There are times in your career when it's important that you make some tweaks and change," 

Bochy said. "Hunter felt that, and I agree. The fact that this is something that he really wanted 

is going to make it easier to work out for him." 

There's no understating how difficult this is. Pence, 35, has had the same unique swing his 

whole career, and he's trying to change on the fly. The Giants like the early results, but who 

knows what will happen once he faces a big league breaking ball. Pence tried to make a swing 

change during spring training and quickly went back to his roots.  

If the results are encouraging, it's possible that the Giants and Pence could choose to option 

him to Triple-A so he can continue to work on the changes once his rehab time is over. But 

Bochy said that hasn't been brought up yet. Pence would have to agree to any such move. 

 

 

The Athletic 

Exclusive: Hunter Pence is starting over at the plate, using Mac Williamson’s swing 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

Mac Williamson overhauled his swing in order to become a big league outfielder again. 

Now Hunter Pence is attempting to do the same. And the swing should look awfully familiar. 

Pence might have paused his minor league rehab assignment last week, but he was far from 

idle. He traveled to Los Angeles to receive a crash course in the offensive approach that has 

revitalized several major league careers, including the Dodgers’ Justin Turner. It is the same 

approach that Williamson dedicated himself to adopting over the winter. 

When Pence returned to Triple-A Sacramento on Saturday following a five-game hiatus, his new 

stance and swing were obvious even to the untrained eye — standing upright, hands lowered, 

employing a high leg kick, all designed to maximize power and drive the baseball with a higher 

launch angle. 

Turner’s swing. Mac’s swing. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 



19 

 

The results were just as obvious. Pence is 7 for 15 with two doubles and just two strikeouts in 

four games since rejoining the River Cats. He will continue the experiment as Sacramento 

begins a four-game series at Salt Lake City on Thursday. 

The Giants are hopeful that Pence, their 35-year-old clubhouse soul, can learn a new trick. 

“Sometimes as a player you’ve got to know it’s time to make some tweaks or changes and I 

think Hunter feels it’s time to do this,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. “He’s looking at the 

success Mac’s had and so he’s willing to put forth the time and effort and go down and work on 

it to where you’re not hurting the major league club. 

“So good for him. At his age, to be willing to do this, it says a lot about who Hunter is.” 

Pence is on the disabled list nominally because of a sprained thumb he sustained while diving in 

left field in the home opener April 3. But it is unclear how much of his early-season struggles 

were due to the injury or whether they were merely the continuation of a troubling trend. 

In 17 games, Pence batted .172 with a .190 slugging percentage and just one extra-base hit. He 

struck out 22 times in 58 at-bats. It hurt to watch. It was more painful because of who Pence is, 

what he has accomplished for the franchise and how much he means to teammates and fans 

alike. 

It wasn’t much better after he began his rehab assignment with Sacramento on April 27. 

Through seven games, Pence hit .222 with no extra-base hits and seven strikeouts in 27 at-bats. 

It was time to start over. 

“You’ve heard me say how many times, ‘Keep doing what you’re doing, keep getting what 

you’re getting,’” Bochy said. “And Hunter doesn’t want to do that. You know, Hunter, he’s 

pretty demanding of himself. ” 

Clearly, something had to change. Pence has not driven the baseball in more than two years. 

Last season, Pence hit 1.35 ground balls for every fly ball, which was the third highest ratio 

among 145 qualified major leaguers. Only the Pirates’ David Freese and the Marlins’ Dee 

Gordon (who beat out a lot of bunt singles) put the ball on the ground with greater frequency. 

The Giants have encouraged Pence to make adjustments for several years with the goal of 

keeping his front shoulder closed, which would prevent him from pulling off pitches and allow 

him to cover the outside part of the plate. So they were not the least bit offended when Pence 

approached them on the last homestand to ask permission to consult with outside coaches. 

“We said, ‘Hey, if it’s going to make you better, we have no egos here,’” Giants hitting coach 

Alonzo Powell said. “Hunter took the initiative and from my standpoint as a hitting coach, you 

want to take what a player does and make it better. This is what Hunter wants to do and we’re 
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all behind it 100 percent. Same thing with Mac. Whatever can make you better, we’re for it.” 

Pence sent videos of his sessions in Southern California to Giants coaches. Powell made a 

couple of suggestions for him to incorporate, and has been receiving video and daily reports 

from Sacramento hitting coach Damon Minor. 

“We like what we’ve been seeing,” Powell said. “The results have been pretty good. He’s been 

hitting some balls hard.” 

But can it work? 

“Well, I think it can work,” Powell said. “From the video I’ve seen and the work he’s putting in, 

it looks good. It looks like it’s gonna work for him. Now it’s just getting used to the new position 

of his body and getting games under his belt and seeing multiple types of different pitchers and 

pitches. Getting his timing down will be a key for him, and he’s a good enough athlete to where 

he can be successful. 

“Sometimes as you get older, your body changes and there are certain things you can’t do 

anymore so you’ve got to adjust. We’ll see. Hopefully it’s for the better. That’s what we’re 

hoping for.” 

Although it’s common for hitters in their mid-30s to lose bat speed, Pence still has plenty of it. 

His 89.0 mph average exit velocity last season put him in the 77th percentile of batters who put 

the ball in play at least 200 times. But it was impossible for hard contact to result in gappers or 

home runs because his average launch angle of 4.4 degrees ranked 269th out of 284 major 

leaguers. His 17 percent line drive rate ranked last among all qualified major league hitters. 

In other words, it’s not a completely foolish hope to believe a change in approach could lead to 

different results — and that there will be moments yet to come when Giants fans will be able to 

cheer Pence’s success in the final season of his contract. 

“I think he’s getting comfortable up there,” Bochy said. “The at-bats are better and more 

consistent. It’s a case now where you want to see it for a few games where he’s comfortable.” 

A minor league rehab assignment can last just 20 games for a position player. It’s no guarantee 

that Pence will stay for the maximum period. 

“I don’t think anybody sees this as a real long-term thing,” Bochy said “How many at-bats, it’s 

hard to say. Maybe 30, could be 60. I don’t know.” 

They also don’t know about Williamson, who is on the disabled list and still hasn’t been 

released from the concussion protocol but is punishing baseballs in batting practice. 

Williamson, who hasn’t played since banging his head near the bullpen mounds while trying to 

make a catch April 27, hopes to be cleared to begin his rehab assignment with Sacramento this 

weekend. 
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Williamson gave the team such a dramatic shot in the arm, hitting three majestic home runs in 

five games, that it’s hard to imagine he wouldn’t get the first crack at re-establishing himself as 

the Giants’ starting left fielder once he gets his timing back. 

But it’s clear the Giants are planning on giving Pence another chance, too. 

“Oh, you know, to have him back, he’s one of our heart-of-the-order guys,” Bochy said. “He 

gets this down and gets this figured out, it would be like making a big trade, like getting an elite 

player back in your lineup.” 

It’s an interesting, unpredictable dynamic. And in many cases, it would be fraught with conflict. 

But Williamson is not only rooting for Pence, he is thrilled to have helped him. 

Long before Pence went to Los Angeles for his crash course, he picked Williamson’s brain about 

the approach, seeking to learn what it allows a hitter to do and the thoughts behind it. 

“Hunter is the kind of guy who just wants to be better in all facets of his life,” Williamson said. 

“He has accomplished a lot in this game. He’s made a lot of money in this game. He’s done it in 

an unorthodox way. He doesn’t get caught up in anything other than finding something that 

works. He’s a gamer. He’s an athlete. He’s curious about all kinds of things. It’s a testament to 

his determination and the way he’s played at 110 percent every day. It’s fun to watch a guy like 

that. You know he has the determination to figure it out, and with him, I think it’ll be sooner 

rather than later. If anyone can do it, it’s him. Nobody works harder or has a better attitude.” 

During his passionate speech prior to Game 3 of the 2012 NL Division Series at Cincinnati, Pence 

said he wanted “one more day” with his teammates. Six years later, the feeling remains mutual. 

Pablo Sandoval recalled the day last season when he tiptoed back into the Giants clubhouse 

amid former teammates he once spurned. He remembered how Pence was the first to greet 

him with a huge smile and open arms. 

Sandoval looks forward to welcoming his friend back again. 

“I’m waiting for him to come here and do some damage,” Sandoval said. “That’s who he is. He 

always cares about the team, and as a team, we care about him. I’m confident with him. He’ll 

do whatever he needs to do to get back here.” 
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The Athletic 

Brandon Crawford ejected but Giants not dejected after 12-inning loss to Rockies 

Andrew Baggalry 

 

Brandon Crawford is not equipped to argue. 

His flat voice never modulates in tone or volume. He is fully capable of making a sarcastic 

comment under his breath, and yet, everything he says is under his breath. He almost seems to 

delight in it. If you have ever heard Brandon Crawford deadpan through a radio commercial, 

encouraging you to stop by your local bank branch for more details, then you know this already. 

Crawford will let you know when he disagrees with you. But a shouting match? That’s as 

improbable for him as a three-error inning. 

It stands to reason, then, that it is almost impossible for Crawford to get tossed by an umpire. 

It’s happened exactly twice in his major league career. The first time was in 2012, a few innings 

after umpire Jordan Baker incorrectly ruled that Crawford missed first base on a double and 

called him out. Later in that game, Crawford grounded out, stomped on first base, and 

muttered, “Did I get it that time?” 

Crawford was steamed. He laughs about it now. 

He was steamed again in the 12th inning Thursday night, after he struck out and was tossed out 

of the Giants’ 5-3 loss to the Colorado Rockies at AT&T Park. He knows he will be laughing 

about this one before long, too. 

Laughing at the sheer stupidity of it. 

Crawford dropped his bat when he assumed he had drawn a walk on a 3-2 pitch below the 

knees — one lower than another that had been called a ball earlier in the at-bat. He turned 

toward plate umpire Chris Segal and communicated his disagreement with the strike call before 

walking away. 

Segal told Crawford to pick up his bat. Twice. Then he flapped an arm. 

“I got thrown out of a Major League Baseball game for not picking up my bat,” said Crawford, 

flatly. “I’ve never heard of that before. That’s a first for me. He told me to pick up my bat. I was 

already on my way to the dugout. I’ve never heard of somebody getting tossed for not picking 

up a bat. 

“We have somebody in the dugout who it’s literally their job to pick up the bat.” 

Crawford had the barest hint of a smile as he spoke with reporters. Giants manager Bruce 

Bochy, who also was ejected, was a bit more heated. 

“It’s two games in a row,” said Bochy, lumping in Wednesday’s loss against the Cincinnati Reds 

which ended with a called strike on Brandon Belt and with Belt questioning the integrity of 

plate umpire Doug Eddings. 
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“These guys do a good job laying off pitches and they’re getting rung up. It’s frustrating. These 

are balls.” 

Crawford dropped to almost a whisper: “It’s all Belt’s fault, really.” 

The Giants lost a hard-fought game in their first of 19 meetings with a division rival that appears 

to be a relatively even match. Their bullpen was on point from the moment Jeff Samardzija 

handed over the ball with two outs in the seventh to when three walks preceded the two-

seamer from Cory Gearrin that Carlos Gonzalez fisted into shallow right field for a two-run 

single in the 12th. This is not normally the set of circumstances that allows for mirthfulness in 

the losing clubhouse. 

Yet Andrew McCutchen found levity in the fourth four-strikeout game of his career, emerging 

from the trainer’s room with a sheet of paper taped to his chest with “McKKKKutchen” written 

on it. He took it off and taped it to his locker. 

Whether it’s Crawford’s bemused incredulity or McCutchen’s self-deprecating signage, the 

Giants seemed able to process and wash off a difficult loss even before stepping under the 

shower heads. 

And why not? 

Sure, they might be no great shakes at 22-23, but neither are they staring up at sheer cliffs. Last 

year, through 45 games, they already stood nine games out of first place (behind the Rockies) 

and seven games behind two other division foes (Dodgers and Diamondbacks). They already 

had a run differential of minus-63. They were toe-tagged in May, and they knew it. 

All three of those NL West teams made the playoffs last season. The ascendancy of the 

Diamondbacks and Rockies, and the sustained success of the Dodgers, were among the reasons 

that so many observers criticized the Giants’ plan to add veterans to a 30-something core 

rather than rebuild. 

How quickly the sands have shifted. The NL West is no longer a division ascendant. The Dodgers 

are beat up, their seemingly bottomless reservoir of pitching is cracked earth and they are on 

pace to lose 98 games. The Diamondbacks appeared poised to run away with this thing, but 

then Taijuan Walker had Tommy John surgery and A.J. Pollock broke his thumb. Pollock has 

been their standout player because Paul Goldschmidt, outside of one scorching series at AT&T 

Park in April, is still having an existential crisis. 

The Rockies arrived with their pants on backwards. They finally have a stable pitching staff, and 

their $106 million offseason investment in the bullpen is allowing them to shorten games as 

effectively as any NL team. But they … cannot … hit. 

They are dead last among NL teams in wRC+, or park-neutral weighted runs created. They are 

dead last in offensive WAR. If counting stats are more your speed, they are scoring fewer runs 

per game than the Giants. Do we need to remind you that they still play half their games at 

Coors Field? 
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(Not to neglect the Padres, but they’ve been predictable — right down to getting no-hit once 

already this season, while their own two no-hit bids turned out to be teases. It’s a comfort to 

know some things do not change in the NL West.) 

The Giants should have a better idea how they will match up against the Rockies at the end of 

this four-game series, and certainly by the end of their next road trip when they play at Coors 

Field. 

But for now, this is a division that might be winnable with 88 victories or fewer. It’s a division 

that almost certainly won’t feature three playoff teams again. 

The Giants’ chances of staying in the thick of this glob will rest upon whether they receive 

enough dependable work out of their rotation, however whole or disabled it will end up being. 

Especially against the Rockies, you don’t want to have to rally against that pitching staff. 

They had to rally Thursday. Samardzija’s unsightly three-run second inning included a walk to a 

.171 hitter (Ian Desmond), then a two-out, two-run RBI double to a .148-hitting backup catcher 

(Daniel Castro), followed by an RBI single from a .105-hitting pitcher (Chad Bettis). 

The Giants rationalized starts like this last year because Samardzija would settle down, pump 

strikes and get the team into the seventh inning or beyond. He managed that much for the first 

time this season while walking off to applause amid a tie game courtesy of Belt’s two-run 

homer in the sixth in which he was allowed to complete his trot from second base following a 

crew chief replay review. 

It was Belt’s fourth consecutive game with a home run, and his second such streak this season. 

Prior to that, no Giant had homered in four consecutive games since Hunter Pence in 2013. Belt 

is the first Giant to have a pair of four-game streaks in one season since Barry Bonds in 2004. 

Belt is on pace to hit 36 homers. At this very moment, he is the most valuable offensive player 

on any active roster in the NL West. 

But the Giants couldn’t get Belt home after he doubled in the 11th, and their bullpen could only 

keep the swooping and gliding and thickly massing seagulls waiting for so long while matching 

up with the Rockies relief crew. 

If the game had gone to the 13th, it would’ve gotten interesting. That’s because Crawford’s 

ejection in the 12th left Bochy with just Kelby Tomlinson on the middle infield. He’d already 

used Miguel Gómez to pinch-hit. He’d even taken out Evan Longoria for Pablo Sandoval on a 

double switch to start the 12th. 

Gregor Blanco ended the 4-hour-flat game when he flied out to strand two runners. But if he 

had doubled to the gap, Bochy revealed that we would have seen starting pitcher Ty Blach 

somewhere in the outfield and center fielder Austin Jackson making his big league debut as a 

second baseman. 

Bochy couldn’t have used the bat boy. He already had a job to do. 

 


