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Braves can't solve Bauer, Indians in loss 

By Pat James and Aimee Sachs / MLB.com | 1:14 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Behind a three-run home run by Lonnie Chisenhall and another solid outing from Trevor Bauer, the Indians extended their MLB-best 
winning streak to 10 games with Monday's 8-3 win over the Braves at Turner Field, their longest in a single season since ending the 2013 campaign 
with a 10-game win streak. 

Cleveland jumped out to an early lead in the first, when Francisco Lindor scored on an RBI single by Mike Napoli. Atlanta quickly responded with a 
run of its own in the bottom of the third -- driven in by a sacrifice fly from Nick Markakis -- but Chisenhall's three-run blast in the fourth gave the 
Indians the lead for good. 

After allowing a solo home run to Tyler Flowers in the fourth, Bauer surrendered only two more hits to the next 10 batters he faced before turning 
the game over to the bullpen after six strong innings. The Indians have won five of Bauer's past six starts. 

"He's got that big breaking ball," Braves manager Brian Snitker said of Bauer. "And it's kind of like, I really think with his fastball, you really don't set 
location or anything like that, because he throws it both sides of the plate and he just, he's not real easy to hit at." 

Cleveland has now scored at least six runs in seven straight games, and its starters are 7-0 with a 2.05 ERA during the winning streak. 

"We turn the page so fast," Indians manager Terry Francona said of his team's streak. "It doesn't matter what happened 10 days ago. It has nothing 
to do with tomorrow. What was important was tonight, and we played good enough to win. So now we'll turn the page and come back and see if 
we can do it again tomorrow." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Lonnie Baseball: Chisenhall's home run marked his fourth of the season, all of which have come since May 31. Before then, the Cleveland right 
fielder was hitting .271 with seven extra-base hits and six RBIs. But over his past 23 games, Chisenhall is batting .321 with 10 extra-base hits and 15 
RBIs, making him a valuable asset for the Indians with outfielder Michael Brantley still on the disabled list. 

"You know, it's contagious," Chisenhall said. "I believe that. I don't know how many hits we had, but I looked up and we had 12 or 13 at one point. 
It's fun going into the batter's box after the guy in front of you and the guy behind you has been [hitting well]." 

Gant exits: Braves right-hander John Gant left the game in the third inning with a left oblique strain. He allowed one run on three hits with two 
strikeouts in two-plus innings. With a 2-2 count on Bauer, a trainer and Snitker made a visit to the mound. After throwing a warmup pitch, Gant 
was removed from the game and replaced by Tyrell Jenkins, who went four innings in relief and picked up the loss.   

Cabrera makes big league debut: With Atlanta's bullpen taking over early after Gant's exit, the Braves got their first look at flamethrower Mauricio 
Cabrera, who was called up from Double-A Mississippi on Monday. The 22-year-old made his Major League debut, allowing one hit over an inning 
of work in the seventh. Cabrera threw seven pitches, six of which were fastballs, all of which were at least 100 mph. The right-hander's first pitch in 
the bigs came in at 101 mph to pinch-hitter Carlos Santana, and later in the inning, he delivered one at 102 mph to Jason Kipnis. The only pitch that 
wasn't triple-digits was a 68-mph changeup to Lindor.   

Changing gears: Bauer entered Monday's game having walked just nine batters in his past five starts. The right-hander struggled with his command 
early against the Braves, though, walking three of the first eight batters he faced. But instead of letting the bases on balls plague him as they have 
throughout his young career, Bauer settled in and allowed none of those runners to score en route to his sixth win of the season.   

"He's done that before," Francona said. "I think he's getting better at that, though, and about not walking people. I think he used to not care, and 
we tried to convince him that's a hard way to pitch. But he's done a much better job. He's got the weapons to pitch around rallies, and he doesn't 
ever back down. So he has the ability to get out of stuff like that." 
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WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians: Corey Kluber will toe the rubber start against the Braves on Tuesday with an extra day of rest under his belt after throwing 115 pitches in a 
three-hit shutout of the Rays last Tuesday. The outing marked the right-hander's second complete game in his past four starts. During that span, 
he's 3-1 with a 2.17 ERA. First pitch is set for 7:10 p.m. ET. 

Braves: Matt Wisler takes the mound for Atlanta in the second game of the Braves' three-game set with Cleveland. The 23-year-old right-hander 
has registered quality starts in his last two outings. 

 

Gant exits vs. Indians with left oblique strain 

Right-hander lasts two-plus innings, allowing one run 

By Aimee Sachs / Special to MLB.com | 12:20 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Braves right-hander John Gant exited Monday's 8-3 loss to the Indians in the third inning with a left oblique strain. 

The Braves announced Gant will be reassessed on Tuesday. 

"He had been competing really well and keeping us in games and doing a really good job, and I hate to see that for him having a kind of setback like 
that. ... [He was] feeling good about himself, and I just hate it for him," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. 

With a 2-2 count on Cleveland pitcher Trevor Bauer, a trainer and Snitker went to the mound to check on the 23-year-old. After throwing a warmup 
pitch, Gant left the game and was replaced by right-hander Tyrell Jenkins. 

Gant threw two-plus innings, allowing one run on a Mike Napoli RBI single in the first, striking out two while allowing three hits. 

"Obviously it's frustrating," Gant said. "I'm trying not to worry about it too much and bounce back and stay positive, think positive thoughts and 
take it from there." 

Jenkins pitched four innings in relief. In his first extended outing, the 23-year-old took the loss after allowing four runs on six hits with a walk and 
three strikeouts. 

"It was a big, I wouldn't say confidence boost, but it was good to get out there and throw multiple innings," Jenkins said, "and at the same time ... I 
hate that I couldn't keep us closer, but I did what I could, and I'll be better from here on out." 

 

Braves call up Cabrera, designate Ogando for assignment 

By Aimee Sachs / Special to MLB.com | 2:10 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- The Braves swapped tall, right-handed relievers Monday, designating Alexi Ogando for assignment and promoting fireballer Mauricio 
Cabrera from the Double-A Mississippi Braves. 

Cabrera, 22, is the Braves' No. 27-ranked prospect according to MLBPipeline.com. He possesses a fastball that routinely hits triple digits and can get 
as high as 103 mph, yet has trouble missing bats. MLB Pipeline calls Cabrera "the most enigmatic arm in the Braves system." Signed out of the 
Dominican Republic as a teenager, Cabrera owns a career 4.24 ERA in 138 career Minor League appearances over six seasons. 

The right-hander made his Major League debut during Monday's 8-3 loss to the Indians at Turner Field. Cabrera entered the game in the seventh 
inning with runners at first and third, and after Carlos Santana singled to bring in a run and Rajai Davis reached on an error to load the bases, he 
induced a flyout and an inning-ending double play. 

Cabrera has spent the last two years exclusively as a reliever. This season, he's pitched to a 3.21 ERA in 25 games in Double-A, with four saves. 

"It was pretty surreal," Cabrera said through a translator. "... I just feel excited to be here with the team." 

Signed to a one-year, $2 million contract in the offseason, Ogando pitched to a 3.94 ERA in 36 appearances in his only season in Atlanta. That ERA 
increased by a full run in June, which he finished by allowing two runs in two-thirds of an inning Sunday in Atlanta's 5-2 win over the Mets. Ogando 
is 33-18 with a 3.47 career ERA in 283 games between the Rangers, Red Sox and Braves. 

"I just think Alexi has done a really good job here," Braves manager Brian Snitker said before Monday's game. "I mean, he's always available to take 
the ball. And it's just a situation where I think you have an opportunity to promote one of your young guys that's hopefully going to be part of the 
team. So with that in mind, we designated Alexi. He'll catch on somewhere." 
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Umpire Layne exits after being hit by foul ball 

By Pat James / MLB.com | June 27th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Home-plate umpire Jerry Layne exited the Indians' 8-3 win over the Braves at Turner Field on Monday after being hit by a foul ball off 
the bat of Nick Markakis in the eighth inning. 

The ball struck Layne in the upper part of his right shoulder near his neck, forcing him to almost fall before Indians catcher Chris Gimenez reached 
his arm out to support him. 

"I knew it hit him very solid, so my first reaction was to turn around as quick as possible and if I have to catch him, catch him or at least help 
stabilize him," Gimenez said. "Thankfully I was able to get a good grip on him. I'm pretty sure if I wasn't holding on to him he was going to fall over." 

Play was stopped as Layne was helped off the field. He did not return, and the game proceeded with a three-man crew. 

Second-base umpire Hunter Wendelstedt replaced Layne behind home plate. 

"I hope he's all right. I told Hunter to tell Jerry we all are thinking about him and hopefully he pulls through it," Gimenez said. "He definitely took it 
pretty hard." 

 

Francona recalls Cox's wisdom at Turner Field 

Indians manager visited Atlanta with Phillies in stadium's first year 

By Pat James / MLB.com |   

ATLANTA -- As Indians manager Terry Francona sat in the visitors' clubhouse at Turner Field, it wasn't until a reporter reminded him that he recalled 
his first year as a Major League skipper coincided with the ballpark's 1997 opening. 

And while 19 years have passed since then and that memory has faded, the former Phillies manager still hasn't forgotten what he remembers most 
about visiting Atlanta. 

"Oh, that's easy," Francona said. "I remember coming in here and getting our butts kicked." 

The Phillies went 2-10 at the Ted in Francona's first two seasons at the helm. When he was relieved of his duties after the 2000 season, his record 
in Atlanta stood at 7-18, as Philadelphia's starting rotation found itself constantly overmatched by Atlanta's three-headed monster of Tom Glavine, 
Greg Maddux and John Smoltz. 

"We were just such a struggling young team, and we had no pitching besides [Curt] Schilling," Francona said. "We always wanted to be kind of what 
the Braves were, and then we'd come in for three or four days and get reminded [we weren't]. Because it was tough." 

On one visit, Francona found himself so flustered that he sought out Braves' Hall of Fame manager Bobby Cox for advice. 

Francona arrived at the ballpark early one morning, long before anyone else was there. He walked into Cox's office, where the Atlanta skipper sat 
at his desk with his feet up while doing a crossword puzzle. 

"He goes, 'What's wrong, man?'" Francona recalled. "I said, 'Oh ... I'm scuffling, man.' He goes, 'What's the difference between you and me last 
night?'" 

Francona paused. The then-38-year-old considered the possibilities, other than his lack of managerial experience before Cox provided the support 
he was looking for. 

"'You were on the field six times making pitching changes. I didn't go out there once,'" Francona remembered Cox saying. "'Relax, your pitching 
stinks, but you'll be OK.'" 

Francona couldn't find success in Philadelphia, but he went on to win two World Series championships in eight years managing the Red Sox. Now 
he hopes to lead the Indians to the playoffs for the first time since 2013. 

While a lot of time has passed since his frequent visits to Turner Field, which will no longer serve as the Braves' home after this season, Francona 
hasn't forgotten Cox and his message to him. 

"He's unbelievable," Francona said. "He goes out of his way to make people feel important, and I guess that's how he made me feel that day. 

"I'll always remember that." 
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Pierzynski honored to be part of Fort Bragg Game 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | 12:51 PM ET  

ATLANTA -- When United States Army Maj. Ron Colombo was attending airborne school at Georgia's Fort Benning last summer, he called his high 
school buddy A.J. Pierzynski to get tickets for the Fourth of the July game against the Phillies at Turner Field. 

Along with leaving tickets, Pierzynski also arranged for Colombo to throw a ceremonial first pitch. The two have remained friends since their days 
as teammates at Dr. Phillips High School in Orlando, Fla. 

"He's a guy I grew up with, played high school baseball with, and I've kept in touch with over the years," Pierzynski said. "He went into the Army 
soon after high school and he's made a career out of it. He's done well for himself." 

Colombo is currently stationed at Fort Bragg, which will become the first active military base to host a regular-season Major League game on 
Sunday, when the Braves and Marlins will play in a 12,500-seat stadium that will be primarily filled by troops and their family members who reside 
on the base. 

Unfortunately, plans for another Fourth of July reunion were erased last week, when Colombo's wife had surprised him with a trip that will take 
him away from the base this weekend. 

Still, Pierzynski is looking forward to the chance to interact with the many other military members he will meet this weekend. His stepfather was in 
the Army, and his wife's side of the family includes many members who have been in the Navy. 

The Braves and Marlins will travel from Atlanta to North Carolina after playing Saturday afternoon at Turner Field. Players, coaches and team 
executives plan to interact with military personnel on the base leading up to the game, which will begin at 8 p.m. ET and will be broadcast on ESPN. 

"This is a once-in-a-lifetime kind of thing," Pierzynski said. "To be able to go to an active military base and play a game in front of troops is a huge 
honor. I know all the players are very excited about it, and we're going to get some time to spend with the troops. We're also going to get to tour 
the base and see what's going on there." 

During his long career, Pierzynski has taken advantage of many opportunities to visit with military members located throughout the country. He 
once flew with the U.S. Navy Blue Angels and was recently part of a Braves contingent that visited the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. 

"These military guys that we're going to be around are the real heroes who give us an opportunity to do what we do every day," Pierzynski said. "It 
truly is an honor to be able to be a part of something like this." 

 

Kluber aims to extend Tribe's win streak to 11 

By Aimee Sachs / Special to MLB.com | June 27th, 2016  

After throwing 115 pitches in a complete-game shutout against the Rays on June 21, the Indians decided to give Corey Kluber an extra day of rest. 

The 30-year-old right-hander, who recorded nine strikeouts in the 6-0 win, will take the mound to face the Braves on Tuesday at 7:10 p.m. ET. 
Kluber (7-7, 3.59 ERA) has gone 3-1 in June and is 5-2 in his last seven starts. 

Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.22 ERA) will get the ball for Atlanta, facing the Indians for the first time in his career. Last time out, Wisler delivered his second 
straight quality start, despite issuing a season-high four walks against the Mets on Thursday. 

The 23-year-old right-hander yielded three runs on seven hits over 6 2/3 innings. The Braves came out with a 4-3 win, thanks to Adonis Garcia's 
two-run, go-ahead homer in the bottom of the eighth. 

Things to know about this game 

• Wisler has struggled at home, going 1-5 with a 4.45 ERA over nine starts this season at Turner Field, where he has given up 18 walks. 

• Several Braves have faced Kluber in the past with limited success. Erick Aybar is 4-for-9 against Kluber, and A.J. Pierzynski is 4-for-15 with a 
double and a home run. 

• With the Indians in a National League park, Mike Napoli got the start at first base over Carlos Santana in the series opener without the option of a 
designated hitter in the lineup. Santana did appear as a pinch-hitter in the seventh inning on Monday night, delivering an RBI single. 
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Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Indians beat Braves for 10th straight victory 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

This was going to be a tough task for the Braves even if they didn’t need their bullpen to pitch seven innings. That development just made it even 
more daunting for the Braves against the Indians on Monday. 

The Indians extended their majors-long winning streak to 10 games with an 8-3 interleague victory at Turner Field. Braves starting pitcher John 
Gant left the game in the third inningafter suffering an abdominal oblique injury and the Indians scored seven runs against Braves relievers. 

Lonnie Chisenhall’s three-run homer off of Tyrell Jenkins in the fourth inning gave the Indians (45-30) a 4-1 lead. The Braves (26-50) answered with 
Tyler Flowers’ lead-off home run against Trevor Bauer in the bottom of the inning to pull within 4-2 before the Indians added four runs over the 
final three innings. 

Gant was facing the ninth Indians batter of the game when he left with what the Braves said was a strain to his left abdominal oblique. The Braves 
recalled the rookie right-hander on June 8 for his fifth stint with the team this season and had him take injured starter Williams Perez’s spot in the 
rotation. 

Gant had a 3.24 ERA with a .217 opponents’ batting average in his previous three starts. The Braves said his injury will be reevaluated on Tuesday. 

“Those things are funny, obliques,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “They pop up on you at weird times. There’s nothing good with 
those things, pitchers, hitters, doesn’t matter. It’s a core sport. That’s tough when it happens.” 

Jenkins was pressed into action with the Braves trailing 1-0, no outs and a runner on first base. Jenkins got three consecutive outs and the Braves 
tied the game in the bottom of the inning on a sacrifice fly by Nick Markakis. 

The Indians regained the lead for good in the fourth with three consecutive hits: singles by Francisco Lindor and Mike Napoli, and Chisenhall’s 
home run to right field. Jenkins (0-1) allowed four earned runs over four-plus innings with three strikeouts and a walk. 

The Indians added two runs against left-hander Ian Krol in the eighth and Jason Kipnis’ solo home run against Matt Marksberry in the ninth. The 
Indians have outscored their opponents 68-22 during the 10-game winning streak. 

The Braves generated few scoring chances against Bauer (6-2) over six innings. Flowers’ home run was one of their five hits against Bauer, who 
walked three batters and struck out five. 

“He’s got that big breaking ball,” Snitker said. “With his fastball you really don’t set location because he throws it both sides of the plate. It’s not 
real easy to hit.” 

 

Braves’ Jenkins performs well in relief 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves rookie pitcher Tyrell Jenkins found himself in unfamiliar territory. 

After starter John Gant left the game in the third inning with a left oblique strain, Jenkins was forced into long-relief duty. 

“It was good to get out there and throw multiple innings,” Jenkins said. “At the same time, I hate that it happened to Gant and I hate that I couldn’t 
keep us a bit closer. I did what I could and I will be better from here on out.” 

Jenkins pitched well in his four inning of work. He allowed four runs and six hits in his outing. He also had three strikeouts to his credit. His only 
mistake was allowing a three-run homer to Cleveland Indians outfielder Lonnie Chisenhall. 

“I felt strong and felt good when I got pulled,” Jenkins said. “The biggest thing was to try and get my pitches back to where they were. My curveball 
was a little flat early on and my fastball was too. I think getting through those four innings was kind of big and helped the guys out a little bit.” 

The performance was appreciated by Braves interim manager Brian Snitker. He knew Jenkins had some ability to go longer innings due to his 
success in the minor leagues. Yet, given the circumstances, he was impressed with the rookie’s moxie on the mound. 

“He threw the ball really well,” Snitker said. “He gave up the one homer but other than that, it was his first extended outing that he has had here 
and he was in the zone. He did okay.” 

After the game, Jenkins understood the areas that need more refinement. He feels like he can correct the mistakes before his next appearance. 
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 “I wasn’t the best tonight and I knew that,” he said. “(Catcher Tyler) Flowers stuck with me back there and I just got to get better and come out 
here and fight. I got to do better for these guys.” 

The 8-3 loss to the Indians pushed the Braves overall record to 26-50. The team has lost several pitchers to injury over the last couple of weeks. 
Gant joins a long list of starters like Williams Perez, Mike Foltynewicz among others. 

Snitker says that the team has to keep going but says it tough to lose a guy like Gant. 

“He had been pitching and competing really well to keep us in games,” he said. “I hate to see that for him to have a setback like that. He was on a 
good role.” 

The Braves are back in action on Tuesday night against the Indians. They will send pitcher Matt Wisler to the mound against Corey Kluber. 

 

Braves pitcher Gant leaves game with injury 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves said right-hander John Gant suffered a left abdominal oblique strain that forced him to leave Monday’s game against the Indians. 

Gant clutched his side after throwing a pitch to the second batter of the third inning. The game was stopped and Gant threw one practice pitch 
before clutching his side again and departing the game. 

Gant said he first felt the pain while throwing his penultimate pitch. 

“I’m not really sure what it is yet,” he said. “I will be reevaluated tomorrow and we’ll make a decision from there.” 

The Braves already have two starting pitchers on the disabled list: Williams Perez and Mike Foltynewicz. 

Gant posted a 3.24 ERA with a .217 opponents’ batting average in his previous three starts but now could be headed to the disabled list. 

“Those things don’t ever heal real quick,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “He will get the treatment tonight and then we’ll see how he’s 
feeling tomorrow.” 

Gant said he’s never had a similar injury before. 

“Obviously it’s frustrating,” he said. “I’m going to try not to worry about it too much and bounce back and think positive thoughts.” 

Gant made his big-league debut on April 6, the first of his five stints with the Braves this season. The Braves recalled him from Triple A-Gwinnett on 
June 8 to take Perez’s place in the rotation. 

 

Braves pitcher Wisler regressing but still competing 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

During a recent Twitter Q-and-A with fans, Braves general manager John Coppolella said he believes right-hander Matt Wisler has regressed since a 
strong start to the season. Wisler’s recent results bear that out. 

Wisler is set to face the Indians on Tuesday after posting a 7.59 ERA over his past four starts (21 1/3 innings). During that stretch opponents had a 
.392 on-base percentage against Wisler with 31 hits, including seven home runs, and he walked nine batters and struck out 13. Wisler had a 3.16 
ERA and .265 OBP against in his first 11 games (10 starts) this season. 

Yet the ups and downs also are not unexpected for Wisler, who is still only 23-years old and has made just 33 big-league starts. Interim manager 
Brian Snitker said he’s been encouraged that Wisler for the most part has managed to find a way to keep the Braves competitive in his starts even if 
he’s not been as sharp. 

“As far as the adjustments he’s having to make and battle his way through—I like what I’ve seen,” Snitker said. “This guy doesn’t have a lot of major 
league starts under his belt yet. He’s still learning and working through things. I think he’s doing a really good job at it.” 

Snitker cited Wisler’s start against the Reds on June 16. The Braves had a short bullpen after playing 13 innings the previous night. After a shaky 
start Wisler ended up going 6 2/3 innings with three runs allowed and the Braves won 4-3. 

Wisler is one of six Braves pitchers 25 or younger to make a start this season and only one, Julio Teheran, had much experience before this season. 
Braves veteran Jeff Francoeur said part of their development is learning how to be effective when they aren’t sharp. 
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“That’s what pitchers have to do,” Francoeur said. “You try to talk to them, ‘Hey, you are not going to always have your best stuff but I want to see 
you compete out there and pitch your butt off.’” 

 

Braves’ Cabrera brings power arm to bullpen 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Monday was supposed to be a typical day for Braves pitcher Mauricio Cabrera. 

The 22-year-old reliever was going to grab his coffee and sit down to a hearty serving of scrambled eggs inside his apartment in Mississippi. 

Those plans dissipated quickly after the Braves called him up from Double-A. He was in on the next flight to Atlanta to make his Major League 
debut as the team’s newest member. 

“It was pretty surreal to get that phone call in the morning,” Cabrera said through an interpreter on Monday. “I am very excited and very grateful 
to be here with the team right now.” 

The Braves created a roster spot after designating pitcher Alexi Ogando for assignment. Ogando was 2-1 with a 3.94 ERA in his brief stint with the 
team. 

Cabrera is now the 14th rookie to wear a Braves jersey this season. He will wear No. 62 as the Braves take on the Cleveland Indians in a three-game 
series. 

His minor league success impressed Braves interim manager Brian Snitker. He was excited with his skill set and wanted to see it firsthand. 

“I’m anxious to see him,” Snitker said. “The reports are good and he has been throwing alright. It is a good opportunity for him and he one of our 
young guys. We are going to take a look at him.” 

At 6-foot-3 and 245 pounds, Cabrera has legitimate size. In 25 games at Mississippi, he was 3-3 with a 3.21 ERA. He registered 35 strikeouts in 33 
2/3 innings pitched. Most of that success came from an electric fastball that can reach upwards of 100 mph. 

“The reports I seen where anywhere from 99-101 (mph) consistently,” Snitker said. 

Cabrera’s power arm could help him in the Braves bullpen. However, he knows that he needs better control. It was the one area he worked on 
constantly in Double-A. 

“I wanted to make sure that I kept the ball low in the strike zone,” Cabrera said. “It’s overall control and that has been the difference maker and 
what I have been trying to focus on. If anything, that is what has helped me get to where I am so far.” 

Snitker plans on giving Cabrera every opportunity to prove himself. He thinks his command might work in the majors. 

“It’s been better and you never know how something like that can play here,” he said. “I hope it does and I am anxious to see what he got.” 

 

Braves infielder Beckham begins rehab assignment 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves veteran Gordon Beckham began his rehabilitation assignment on Monday with the team’s Gulf Coast League affiliate. Braves manager Brian 
Snitker said that if Beckham has no setbacks he should return to the active roster in about a week. 

The Braves placed Beckham on the 15-day disabled list on June 2 after he suffered a left hamstring strain while running the bases. Beckham missed 
18 games after injuring the same hamstring during an April 16 game at the Marlins. 

In 31 games Beckham has hit 284 with a .382 on-base percentage and .432 slugging percentage. He’s started 11 games at second base, 10 at third 
and three at shortstop. 

Beckham played at The Westminster Schools and the University of Georgia. 
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Braves improving at home, had nowhere to go but up 

By David O’Brien 

The Braves are a majors-worst 11-30 at home and have won multiple home games in a row just twice – a three-game streak June 15-16 and June 
23 vs. the Reds and Mets, and two games May 27-28 vs. the Marlins. That’s all. 

What’s worth noting about those two home winning “streaks,” if you will, is that both came in the past month, coinciding with the overall strides 
the Braves have made and also reflecting again on just home incomprehensibly bad they were at home for the first seven weeks of the season. In 
case you’ve forgotten the specifics, they were 2-20 at home, folks. Two and twenty! 

They’ve won nine of 19 at home since then, despite a 4.47 ERA in that stretch that is a bit bloated due to games like Monday’s 8-3 loss in a series 
opener against the surging Indians. It was the fifth time in the past 11 home games that Braves pitchers allowed at least eight earned runs, and the 
eighth time in 17 home games that they allowed six or more earned runs. 

By the way, even with the near-.500 record at home over the past month, the Braves still have a good ways to go to match their relative success on 
the road, where they are 15-20 and have three-game series sweeps against the Marlins and Mets. They also have a series win at Philly that included 
consecutive wins May 20-21, and a five-game road winning streak that began June 8 at San Diego and continued June 17-21 through the first five 
games of a trip to New York and Miami. 

No great shakes, but on the road they’ve actually been pretty decent most of the season. Again, relatively speaking. 

The Braves’ top two starters, Julio Teheran and Matt Wisler, have fared significantly better on the road than at home. Teheran is 0-4 despite a 
strong 2.80 ERA in nine home starts, and 3-3 with a superb 2.10 ERA in seven road starts. 

Wisler is 1-5 with a 4.46 ERA in nine home starts entering his Tuesday night start against the Indians. He’s 2-2 with a 3.82 ERA and a save in six road 
games (five starts). 

Among Braves batters, the biggest home/road disparity favoring road games belongs to Chase d’Arnaud, who’s hit .319 (22-for-69) with seven 
extra-base hits, a .405 OBP and .435 slugging percentage in 19 road games, but just .220 (13-for-59) with three extra-base hits, a .281 OBP and .271 
slugging percentage in 21 home games. 

Nick Markakis has hit .262 with a .355 OBP, .377 slugging percentage and 24 RBIs in 34 road games, compared to .248/.318/.327 with 17 RBIs in 40 
home games. Both of his homers have come on the road. 

The one Brave with a dramatic home/road split going against the general team trend is Jeff Francoeur, who has raked at Turner Field at a .342 clip 
(27-for-97) with a .357 OBP and .430 slugging percentage in 32 home games, compared to .193/.239/.337 in 29 road games. 

Also, Freddie Freeman has comparable stats at home and on the road, with a higher average on the road (.293) than at home (.280), but with nine 
of his team-high 13 homers coming at Turner Field. 

Freeman has nearly half of the team’s 21 total Turner Field homers, with Adonis Garcia (five), Tyler Flowers (three) and Gordon Beckham (two) the 
only other Braves who’ve hit multiple homers at home despite there being just one week until the halfway point of the season. 

After hitting only nine homers in their first 27 home games, the Braves have 12 homers in their past 14 home games and are tied with the Giants 
for fewest homers at home (21) in the major leagues, though the Giants have played two fewer home runs. The Braves and Giants  have six fewer 
than the Phillies (27), while all other major league teams have at least 32 home runs at home and 22 teams have 40 or more, led by the Orioles 
with a ridiculous 68 homers in 44 home games. 

Tuesday’s pitching matchup: It’s another challenging one for the Braves as Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.22 ERA) faces Indians righty Corey Kluber (7-7, 3.59). 

Wisler is 1-2 with a 7.59 ERA and .337 opponents’ average in four June starts, although he’s had quality starts in his past two. After going 0-2 with a 
14.63 ERA, .400 OA and six homers allowed in eight innings over his first two June starts, he’s 1-0 with a 3.38 ERA, .288 OA and one homer allowed 
in 13 1/3 innings over his past two starts, lasting 6 2/3 innings in each of those home games against the Reds and Mets. 

Kluber is 3-1 with a  2.17 ERA and .155 opponents’ average in four June starts, with 30 strikeouts, six walks and one homer allowed in 29 innings. 
He gave up eight hits and five runs in five innings of a June 15 loss at Kansas City and has allowed just eight hits and two runs in 20 innings in his 
other three June starts combined. 

Four active Braves, all former American Leaguers, have at least nine official at-bats against Kluber: Erick Aybar 4-for-9, A.J. Pierzynski 4-for-15 with 
a homer, Nick Markakis 2-for-10, and Tyler Flowers 1-for-16 with seven strikeouts. 

 

 



Associated Press 

Chisenhall's HR helps streaking Indians beat Braves 8-3 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA -- Trevor Bauer complained that he wasn't as sharp as in recent outings. 

The way Cleveland has been hitting, Bauer didn't have to be sharp to help extend the longest winning streak in the majors this season. 

Lonnie Chisenhall hit a three-run homer, Bauer gave up two runs in six innings and the Indians beat the Atlanta Braves 8-3 on Monday night for 
their 10th straight win. 

Jason Kipnis added a homer in the ninth. 

"It's contagious," Chisenhall said after hitting a homer for the second straight game. 

"It's fun going in the batter's box when the guy in front of you and the guy behind you is hitting." 

The Indians have outscored opponents 68-21 and have hit 21 homers, including 10 in their last three games, during the streak. 

The Indians had 14 hits as they scored at least six runs for the seventh straight game. Mike Napoli drove in a run with three hits. 

"We know we can hit," Bauer said. "Getting everyone going at the same time is big for us. It makes our job as pitchers a lot easier." 

The AL Central-leading Indians extended their longest streak since closing the 2013 regular season with 10 straight wins. 

Chisenhall's homer in the fourth inning off Tyrell Jenkins (0-1) broke a 1-1 tie. Jenkins relieved rookie right-hander John Gant, who left the game in 
the third inning with a left oblique strain. 

Gant grabbed his left side near his ribs after throwing a pitch to Bauer with no outs in the third. Assistant trainer Jim Lovell and interim manager 
Brian Snitker joined Gant on the mound. Gant left with Lovell after throwing a warm-up pitch. 

The Braves said Gant's status will be evaluated Tuesday, but Snitker was bracing for an extended absence. 

"Those things just don't ever heal real quick," Snitker said. 

Tyler Flowers led off the fourth with a homer, one of five hits allowed by Bauer (6-2). He walked three batters and threw 100 pitches in six innings. 

"It was a struggle," Bauer said. "As sharp as I've been in the last couple, I wasn't sharp today. ... I wish I would have made it a little easier on 
myself." 

UMPIRE LAYNE INJURED 

Home plate umpire Jerry Layne left the game in the bottom of the eighth after he was hit by a foul tip from Nick Markakis. There was a delay while 
Hunter Wendelstedt, who had been the second base umpire, put on the gear to complete the game behind the plate. 

Layne was staggered by the foul tip, which appeared to hit the right side of his head beyond the area covered by his mask. He stepped back and 
grabbed Cleveland catcher Chris Gimenez's arm to keep from falling. 

Lovell escorted Layne from the field. 

YOUNG HEAT 

Right-hander Mauricio Cabrera, 22, allowed one hit in the seventh inning in his major league debut after he was recalled from Double-A Mississippi. 
Right-hander Alexi Ogando was designated for assignment. 

Snitker said Cabrera's fastball was regularly timed at 99 to 101 mph at Mississippi, where he was 3-3 with a 3.21 ERA and four saves in 25 games. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Braves: IF Gordon Beckham (strained left hamstring) began his rehab assignment Monday with the team's Gulf Coast League affiliate and could 
return in a week. He has been out since June 2 with his second DL stint for a left hamstring injury. He has started at second base, shortstop and 
third base this season and was hitting .284 with two homers and 16 RBI. 

UP NEXT 
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Indians: RHP Corey Kluber (7-7, 3.59 ERA) will be making his first start in seven days when he faces the Braves on Tuesday night. 

Braves: RHP Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.22), who has a 7.59 ERA in four June starts, will make his first start against the Indians. Despite the rough month, 
Wisler is tied with Julio Teheran for the team lead with 10 quality starts. 

 

Indians-Braves preview 

STATS LLC 

ATLANTA -- Corey Kluber will have two extra days of rest when he takes the mound Tuesday night against the Atlanta Braves trying to help stretch 
the Cleveland Indians' winning streak to 11 games. 

An off day last week gave manager Terry Francona an opportunity to juggle his rotation and he took advantage of it after conferring with Kluber, 
the 2014 American League Cy Young Award winner. 

Trevor Bauer, also coming off a complete game, won the series opener Monday against the Braves on regular rest, swapping places with Kluber. 

"I thought we'd pushed him a little bit on the last start," Francona said of the 115 pitches that Kluber threw in a three-hit home shutout of Tampa 
Bay. "I told him we had the ability to back him up because of the off day. We asked if he thought it would help him and he said yeah." 

Francona said a manager has to balance the benefit of rest versus throwing a pitcher off his routine. 

"We know our guys and hopefully there is a trust," he said. "Sometimes you think you're helping and you're not. You don't want to throw off a 
pitcher's rhythm." 

Kluber, who improved his record to 7-7 and lowered his ERA to 3.59 with his shutout of the Rays, had struggled in his previous start at Kansas City. 

"When that one's over, you flush it and move onto the next one, just like you do right now," Kluber said after the bounce-back. "Now, this game's 
over and done with, so you start preparing for the next one." 

Kluber, who is 5-2 in his last seven starts, is 10-2 with a 2.30 ERA against the National League in interleague play. The right-hander has never 
pitched against the Braves. 

Braves starter Matt Wisler will be facing the red-hot Indians for the first time as he goes for a third straight quality start after a rough stretch. 

Wisler (3-7, 4.22 ERA) is 1-5 with a 4.45 ERA at Turner Field, where the 23-year-old right-hander has issued 18 of his 26 walks. 

Four came in his most recent start, but he made it through 6 2/3 innings in a no-decision against the New York Mets. Wisler also worked 6 2/3 
innings and got his lone home victory June 16 against Cincinnati. 

"He had some success and then got in a little bit of a rut," Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. "I like the way he's battled through. You're 
going to have some bumps in the road. You forget how little he's pitched." 

A key for Wisler will be keeping the ball in the ballpark against the Indians, who hit four homers in one inning on Sunday at Detroit and have 21 
during their winning streak. He has allowed 13 homers in 89 2/3 innings. 

The Indians (45-30) have outscored opponents 68-22 in their 10-game winning streak and lead defending World Series champion Kansas City by 
five games in the American League Central. 

Cleveland has at least six runs in the last seven wins and has 10 homers in the past three. Six Indians had RBI in the 8-3 victory over the Braves. 

Atlanta (26-50) has the worst home record in the majors at 11-30, but had won eight of its previous 11 games overall before losing the opener 
against the Indians. 

 

Almost ready: Field at Fort Bragg gets finishing touches for Marlins-Braves game 

FORT BRAGG, N.C. (AP) -- A weed-infested golf course at Fort Bragg has bloomed into a major league-quality baseball field on the vast U.S. Army 
post. 

The finishing touches are being put on the ballpark where the Atlanta Braves and Miami Marlins will play on July 3. The salute-the-troops game will 
cap an ambitious four-month project to create the temporary ballpark from scratch. 
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"I couldn't be happier with the progress that the team has made," said Murray Cook, MLB's veteran field consultant and the point man for the 
construction of this field. 

"We're right there. We've got all our grass in, we've got all our seats in," he added. "All that's left is just details." 

Bringing big-league baseball to Fort Bragg, for what's believed to be the first regular-season game played at a military installation, came with a 
unique set of challenges. 

Chief among them was creating the field and constructing the temporary 12,500-seat ballpark that will surround it. 

"I think the biggest challenge is the most obvious one -- which is, we started out with a piece of ground that was part of an abandoned golf course, 
and you can't really start from much more scratch than that," said Joe Garagiola Jr., a senior vice president for Major League Baseball. "And so the 
challenge was to identify and then execute all the elements that go into making a major league field." 

The site of the old Willow Lakes golf course has been buzzing with near-constant activity ever since the game was announced in March. 

Eric Hill, chief of the recreation division of Fort Bragg's Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation, said the project has been 
"progressing on schedule, on a very tight schedule." 

The first chunks of Charlotte-grown Bermuda grass sod were laid in early May and the rest of the field was down by May 23, Cook said. He pointed 
out that 6-8 feet of soil was moved to create the proper grading, a drainage system that will remove 8-10 inches of water per hour was installed 
and USGA-caliber sand was spread out for the sod to take root. Then the temporary seating, following a blueprint drawn up by sports architectural 
design firm Populous, was built around the field. 

A few less obvious details are being ironed out this week. 

Cook said they must install the nets in the batting tunnels and place pads on the walls and fences. By next week, all that's left will be to stock the 
dugouts and clubhouses with water bottles and other supplies for the players. 

"You really sort of sit down and think about, `OK, what are all the elements that go into playing a major league baseball game?'" Garagiola said. 
"Many of which you take for granted." 

Instant replay will be handled on site, Garagiola said. When a play is under review, the umpires still will put on the headsets -- but they'll talk to a 
replay official in the operations center at the ballpark, not to headquarters in New York. 

The grounds crew will consist of 36 volunteers from Fort Bragg and a few "seasoned vets" from minor league teams and other established ballparks 
in the Southeast, said Cook, who is in charge of teaching the crew how to properly, and quickly, unroll the tarp in case of rain. 

After the game, the site will be converted into softball and multipurpose recreational fields for those on the base, Hill said. The foul poles, dugouts 
and bullpens will remain, along with the playing surface. 

The idea to bring a game to Fort Bragg came from a retired Air Force general, Hill said. MLB developed with the concept and filtered the plans 
through the Pentagon and a series of officials at the post before they "eventually wound up on my desk," Hill said. 

"They wanted to do something to give back to the military," he said. 

Garagiola said Fort Bragg -- home of the 82nd Airborne Division -- was chosen because of its large number of soldiers and because of North 
Carolina's ties to the sport, which date back to 1902 with the creation of the Durham Tobacconists, the precursor to the Durham Bulls, who were 
popularized in the 1988 film "Bull Durham." Coincidentally, both the Marlins (Greensboro) and Braves (Zebulon) have minor league teams near the 
installation. 

The logistics lined up, too. The teams will play Saturday afternoon in Atlanta. The Braves will be the home team at Fort Bragg and both clubs have 
manageable travel to afternoon games on July 4, with the Marlins visiting the New York Mets and the Braves at Philadelphia. 

"I've been fortunate enough to be in a lot of ballparks for a lot of big events," Garagiola said. "But I can't imagine and I'm so excited for what the 
atmosphere is going to be like on that Sunday night." 

 


