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Rockies stun D-backs with 19-run thrashing 
Four Colorado batters homer, including Gonzalez twice, starter Marquez 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 11, 2018 
 
DENVER -- The Rockies didn't just end an unseemly losing streak against the D-backs on Wednesday night. They 

obliterated it. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez homered twice and drove in six runs, Ian Desmond's first-inning blast accounted for three of his five 

RBIs, and Charlie Blackmon and pitcher German Marquez also went deep as the Rockies romped Arizona, 19-2, at Coors 

Field -- where the D-backs had previously won nine straight times. 

 

"I don't know," said Blackmon, whose Statcast-projected 434-foot homer off Jorge De La Rosa in the third was his 

deepest of the season. "We just whacked the ball tonight. I would like to think that it means we're going to continue to do 

that, but realistically, you're not going to score 19 runs a lot. 

 

"But at the same time, we did a really good job playing the game also. So it wasn't a complete fluke -- there was some 

good play in there." 

 

More important than the game stats was that the Rockies finished the night 3 1/2 games behind the National League 

West-leading D-backs and with a chance to win an important pre-All-Star break series. And they ended their longest 

losing streak at Coors against any club. 
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"We have a chance to win a series tomorrow, and they have a chance, also," said Nolan Arenado, whose 2-for-3 night 

with two RBIs seemed ho-hum in comparison with some of his teammates. "If we can get tomorrow's win, I think we'll feel 

really good. That's what we're going to be focusing on." 

 

The 19 runs fell just short of the club record of 20, which has happened three times, the last in a 20-8 victory over the 

Giants on Sept 18, 2006. 

 

But let's count the ways it was memorable: 

 

• Marquez, who overcame Paul Goldschmidt's first-inning homer to hold the D-backs to two runs and six hits while striking 

out eight in five innings, hit the first homer by a Rockies pitcher this season -- a 447-foot solo shot in the fifth off Daniel 

Descalso. 

 

Marquez's first career homer also was the third-deepest home run by a pitcher since Statcast™ began tracking projected 

distances in 2015. The deepest happened to be the last homer by a Rockies pitcher, Jon Gray, last July 5 at Coors Field, 

followed by D-backs pitcher Taijuan Walker at Chase Field last July 25. 

 

"I'd be lying to you if I didn't say sometimes, 'I've gotta go yard at some point,' and I'm glad that it happened tonight," 

Marquez said. 

 

• That's right, Marquez's homer came off Descalso -- the utility man who spent 2015-16 with the Rockies. Descalso was 

pitching in the fourth inning, which was the earliest a position player had taken the mound since the Brewers' Sal Bando 

did it Aug. 29, 1979, in an 18-8 loss to the Royals. Descalso threw 2 2/3 innings and gave up four hits and three runs. 

Descalso threw the most innings by a true position player since the Cardinals' Jose Oquendo threw four on May 14, 1988. 

 

• It's just the second time in the expansion era (since 1961) that a pitcher has homered off a true position player. The 

Giants' Mike LaCoss went deep off the Padres' Dane Iorg on June 23, 1986. 

 

"It was just a matter of time for [Marquez] to hit a homer," Arenado said. "Descalso's only throwing, like, 50 mph. But you 

watch [Marquez's] batting practice and he has ridiculous power. He launches balls out of the ballpark." 
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• The Rockies forced the D-backs to use two position players on the mound. Alex Avila threw scoreless ball in the final two 

innings. 

 

• Blackmon's homer put him ninth in home runs in a Rockies uniform with 129. He broke a tie with Matt Holliday (2004-

08). 

• For Gonzalez, it was his first multi-homer game since last Sept. 12 at Arizona. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Desmond caps a rally: Before the score turned lopsided, Desmond's homer was a key hit. The Rockies had a 2-1 lead 

and two outs in the first against on D-backs starter Shelby Miller, who would leave after the inning with right forearm 

soreness. Miller fanned Gerardo Parra -- the only Rockies starter not to manage a hit. 

 

But Desmond whacked a 2-1 pitch 472 feet -- his deepest of the season -- onto the concourse beyond the left-field wall. It 

was Desmond's 18th homer, which tied him with Blackmon for second on the team. Although Desmond is hitting .223, he 

has had a knack for important swings and plays to ignite the Rockies. 

 

"Knowing Ian like I do, the mental toughness and the self-confidence that players have, that Ian has shown through this 

season, that was arguably the biggest swing of the game," Rockies manager Bud Black said. 

 

Marquez's overlooked gem: The Rockies' first four innings left Marquez waiting a long time to take the mound again. 

 

Marquez allowed just one walk and one hit while striking out five in innings 2-5. 

 

"That's not easy," Black said. "To keep the concentration, and you know that what's expected, it seems easy from the 

outside with a huge lead. Just throw strikes, it's easier said than done. I really like the way that he responded to that. He 

kept the velocity at his norm." 

 

SOUND SMART 
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The Rockies weren't the only ones who erupted on offense on Wednesday -- the Indians beat the Reds, 19-4. It was the 

first day that multiple teams scored 19 or more runs since Sept. 30, 2000, when the A's beat the Rangers, 23-2, and the 

Mariners beat the Angels, 21-9, according to the Elias Sports Bureau. 

 

It was also the first day that two teams had 17 or more runs in the first four innings since June 18, 2000, when the Rockies 

scored 17 against the D-backs and the A's scored 17 against the Royals. 

 

UP NEXT 

Left-hander Kyle Freeland is 0-2 at Coors Field in his career against the D-backs, but he'll hope to change that Thursday 

afternoon against left-hander Robbie Ray (3-1, 5.23 ERA). Freeland has had more than a few good outings this year and 

stands at 8-6 with a 3.18 ERA. And he's fared even better at home: 5-2 with a 2.89 ERA. He's pitched deep into games 

recently and is the Rockies' most consistent starter this year, but he'll have to conquer the D-backs strong starting lineup. 

In his 1-2 career against the D-backs, Freeland has a 4.74 ERA over 19 innings. 
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Dahl progressing in recovery from broken foot 
Shaw activated, Vasto optioned; Dunn to receive PRP shot for shoulder inflammation 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | July 11, 2018 
 

DENVER -- David Dahl jogged between second and third base after taking swings in the batting cage ahead of 

Wednesday night's game against the D-backs. 

 

Dahl might not be ready to play in the game, but his progression to running and swinging after breaking his right foot on 

June 1 is enough to get him excited. 

 

"It sucks just watching, and I feel like I've been doing that for a long time," Dahl, who has been plagued with injuries, said. 

"So I just want to come back and help the team." 

 

Dahl said he has been running for about two weeks, and on Wednesday, he ran on the warning track for curves and 

agility drills. The next step will be taking reads in the outfield. Then, he'll go to Triple-A Albuquerque for a rehab 

assignment, although he doesn't know exactly when with the All-Star break coming up. 

 

"I think we're just going to progress and see where it goes," Dahl said. "I didn't really know what to expect, so I took it day 

by day. I don't know if I'm ahead of schedule, but Doogie [Rockies head athletic trainer Keith Dugger] thinks I am, so that's 

good." 

 

Shaw activated 

Right-handed reliever Bryan Shaw was activated from the 10-day disabled list (right calf strain) on Wednesday, with left-

hander Jerry Vasto optioned to Triple-A. 

 

In Albuquerque for rehab, Shaw pitched two innings. On Friday, he gave up two hits, two runs and one home run. On 

Sunday, his second outing, he fared much better, with three ground balls and only one walk. 

 

"We saw a couple of things that we worked on with his delivery and mechanics things that looked to be a little more in line 

with what we think he needs to do, and he agrees," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "I think just the overall pitch 

qualities in those two outings is where it needs to be." 
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Black said that the majority of Shaw's pitches this season -- the first of a three-year, $27 million deal -- have been up in 

the strike zone. The emphasis, even before Shaw was put on the DL, was keeping the ball down. 

 

"Our expectations are that when he pitches with us, whenever that might be," Black said, "the ball will be down." 

 

Dunn to receive PRP injection 

Left-handed reliever Mike Dunn, on the disabled list with a left-shoulder AC joint inflammation, said he will receive a 

platelet-rich plasma injection on Thursday morning in hopes of saving his season. 

 

"I had a couple of options, and this was the one that we felt would get me back this year," Dunn said. 

 

With arthritis buildup in his AC joint -- at the top of his shoulder -- Dunn was feeling pain with his pitching motion. He 

received cortisone treatment, but it only lasted 3 1/2 weeks. 

 

After the injection -- which promotes healing of injured tendons, ligaments, muscles and joints -- Dunn won't be able to 

throw for 1 1/2-2 weeks, then he'll work back into it. 

 

Rosscup claimed by Dodgers 

The Dodgers claimed left-handed pitcher Zac Rosscup on outright waivers from the Rockies on Wednesday. 

 

Rosscup, 30, has yet to pitch in the Majors this season, landing on the 60-day disabled list at the beginning of the season 

with a blister on his left middle finger. He has made 10 relief appearances with Triple-A Albuquerque and has lowered his 

ERA to 1.08, giving up one run over 8 1/3 innings. 

 

Over the course of his career, Rosscup has a 3-1 record and a 5.30 ERA in 71 big league games (54 1/3 innings). He has 

limited left-handed hitters to a .136 batting average, the third-lowest batting average against left-handers among active 

pitchers. 
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Rox's Rodgers ready for MLB youth movement 
New Hampshire features three sons of former big league All-Stars 
 
Mark Feinsand | MLB.com | Jul. 11th, 2018 
 

TRENTON, N.J. -- Brendan Rodgers will have a chance to show off his talents at Nationals Park as part of Sunday's 

SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game, but on Wednesday night, he was one of the top prospects featured in the Eastern 

League All-Star Game at Arm & Hammer Park. 

 

Rodgers, the Rockies' No. 1 prospect and No. 6 on MLB Pipeline's Top 100 list, was the highest-rated prospect to 

participate in the event. MLB Pipeline's No. 1 overall prospect, Vladimir Guerrero Jr., was unable to take part in the game 

due to the knee injury that has kept him out of action for more than a month. 

 

Like many of the game's top prospects, Rodgers has taken notice of the young players that are making an impact at the 

big league level. Seeing Juan Soto (19), Ronald Acuna Jr. (20) and Ozzie Albies (21) play starring roles on their teams 

this season has given Rodgers, who turns 22 next month, the hope that he can begin helping the Rockies win sooner 

rather than later. 

 

"It's awesome seeing those young guys," said Rodgers, who had a chance to spend time with the likes of Nolan Arenado, 

Trevor Story and DJ LeMahieu during Spring Training. "We're all around the same age, so hopefully that will be me pretty 

soon." 

 

Rodgers is hitting .273/.336/.518 with 17 home runs, 58 RBIs and 11 stolen bases for Double-A Hartford, earning a 

selection to the Eastern Division's starting lineup. Rodgers started at shortstop and hit second, and while he went 1-for-5, 

he made one of the game's highlight-reel plays with a diving catch in short left field to end the fourth inning. 

 

Despite his high ranking on the prospect lists, Rodgers isn't letting the hype put any extra pressure on him as he climbs 

through the Minors. 

 

"I've always had high expectations for myself, anyway," Rodgers said. "Other people putting pressure on me, it doesn't 

really bother me or faze me. I just go out there and do the same thing I've done since I was 10 or 12 years old; just go out 

there and play hard, help my team win." 
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Next generation 

A trio of New Hampshire Fisher Cats infielders -- Guerrero, Bo Bichette and Cavan Biggio -- were selected to the Eastern 

Division team, and if their names sound familiar, there's good reason for that. 

 

All three are sons of former Major League All-Stars, and in the cases of Guerrero and Biggio, members of the Baseball 

Hall of Fame. Guerrero and Bichette did not attend the event, but Biggio was all smiles after taking part in the team photo 

prior to batting practice. 

 

"You look at Vladdy, Bo and myself, you see a little similarity to our fathers, but you also see that we're our own players," 

said Biggio, who went 1-for-3 with a walk. "We're here because of what we've done in our careers." 

 

Biggio leads the Eastern League with 19 home runs and 67 RBI in 83 games, already hitting eight more homers than he 

hit in 127 games for Class A Dunedin of the Florida State League in 2017. He credits the boost to some offseason 

adjustments, which included lowering his hands in order to keep his bat path in the strike zone longer. 

 

"Power, I've always had it, but I've made some adjustments in the offseason from stuff I learned my first full season in 

Dunedin, and it's been paying off for me," Biggio said. "I'm just trying to stay consistent, that's the biggest thing right now." 

 

Another second-generation player was in Trenton on Wednesday: Altoona third baseman Ke'Bryan Hayes. The Pirates' 

No. 3 prospect and No. 92 on MLB Pipeline's Top 100, Hayes is the son of Charlie Hayes, a 14-year veteran who played 

for the seven teams but is best known for catching the final out for the Yankees in the 1996 World Series. 

 

Throughout the day, several fans came up to Hayes to tell them how much they loved his father. After all, Wednesday's 

game was being played at the home of the Yankees' Double-A affiliate. 

 

"With my dad winning the World Series and catching the last out with the Yankees, it's awesome to play here," Hayes 

said. "Having a father that played is awesome. He's always put me in situations to make me better because he knew what 

it would take for me to make it to the Major Leagues." 
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The future is now 

Rodgers isn't the only Eastern League All-Star who will play in Sunday's SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game, as Bichette, 

Hayes and Ryan Mountcastle (Orioles' No. 1 prospect and No. 80 on MLB Pipeline's Top 100) will also be heading to 

Nationals Park. 

 

Mountcastle is hitting .316 with eight homers and 36 RBIs for Double-A Bowie this season, his first at third base after 

moving over from shortstop. He went 0-for-2 on Wednesday after entering the game in the sixth inning. 

 

"For them to choose me to be in the Futures Game is a great honor," Mountcastle said. "I'm glad that I'm a part of it." 

 

Old timer's advice 

Bernie Williams was on hand Wednesday to perform the national anthem prior to the game, bringing him back to the 

ballpark in which he played during a 2003 rehab assignment. 

 

Williams, who won four World Series rings with the Yankees and was selected to five Major League All-Star Games, 

recalled being selected to a pair of Minor League All-Star Games but not being able to participate in either. In 1988, he 

had a broken wrist that kept him out of the Carolina League game, and then in 1991, he skipped the Triple-A game after 

being called up to the Majors by the Yankees. 

 

Although he went on to have great success in the Majors, Williams believes that earning such honors in the Minors is a 

worthy achievement for young players trying to make a name for themselves. 

 

"You have to be able to celebrate every milestone moment in your career because you never know when it's going to 

end," Williams said. "These guys might have their sights on playing in the big-leagues, but they don't know what's going to 

happen tomorrow, so this is a big time for them. They should be celebrated and acknowledged for the year that they're 

having." 
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Top 10 performers from the Triple-A All-Star Game 
 
Jonathan Mayo | MLB.com | Jul. 11th, 2018 
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- The Triple-A All-Star Game is always an interesting mix of up-and-coming prospects and veterans 

trying to get back to the big leagues. This year, a 12-7 victory by the Pacific Coast League on Wednesday night, was no 

different. 

 

There were plenty of standout performances in a game that saw 19 runs and 29 hits combined and some actually came 

on the mound despite the crooked numbers put up by both teams. Here are the top 10 performers from the 31st edition of 

the game. 

 

1. Kean Wong, 2B/OF, Rays: Kolten's youngest brother may have been in the No. 9 spot of the International League 

lineup, but he certainly didn't hit like it. The owner of a .316 average for Durham, Wong had three hits, including two 

doubles, and drove in a pair to take home IL MVP honors. 

 

2. Luis Urias, 2B/SS, Padres: The middle infielder showed why he's ranked No. 29 on MLB Pipeline's Top 100 list with a 

pair of hits and two runs scored, showing the impressive bat-to-ball skills that earned him a 70 hit grade on the 20-to-80 

scouting scale. 

 

3. Daniel Poncedeleon, RHP, Cardinals: The fact Poncedeleon is pitching at all is amazing, considering he took a line 

drive off of his head in May 2017 and needed emergency brain surgery. The fact the Cardinals' No. 30 prospect is doing it 

well is a tremendous story and he was absolutely dominant in his inning of work, striking out the IL's Nos. 2-4 hitters, 

including top Indians prospect Francisco Mejia, on 15 pitches. 

 

4. D.J. Stewart, OF, Orioles: The O's first-round pick out of Florida State in 2015, Stewart is the organization's No. 10 

prospect. The pronounced crouch he had in college is long gone and he had three very professional at-bats, coming away 

with three hits, two runs scored and a run batted in. 
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5. Eric Haase, C, Indians: No. 20 on the Indians' Top 30, Haase hasn't followed up his breakout 2017 season with as 

successful a 2018. But his big right-handed power was on display in his first at-bat of the game in the fourth inning, when 

he crushed a long home run to left-center field. 

 

6. Cody Carroll, RHP, Yankees: The Yankees' No. 15 prospect showed stuff in relief that should play out of a big league 

bullpen soon. With a fastball up to the upper-90s and an excellent slider, Carroll dispatched a strong PCL lineup on 14 

pitches, striking out two in a perfect inning. 

 

7. Thyago Vieira, RHP, White Sox: A 2017 Futures Gamer, Vieira showed why the White Sox wanted him and acquired 

him last offseason. While his fastball didn't sit in the triple-digits as it often does, the organization's No. 26 prospect was 

up to 99 mph with a solid slider in his perfect inning. 

 

8. Josh Fuentes, 3B, Rockies: He might be blocked by his cousin, Nolan Arrenado, in the big leagues, but he did his best 

imitation of him. He opened up what would be a six-run second inning for the PCL with a solo homer to the opposite field, 

then drove in another run with a single in the same inning and was also named the PCL's MVP. 

 

9. Cole Irvin, LHP, Phillies: It's not always about the velocity. The Phillies' No. 22 prospect did give up a pair of hits, but he 

mixed his pitches well and fanned two as the IL's starter. 

 

10. Zac Gallen, RHP, Marlins: It's not always about the velocity, part two. The Marlins got Gallen in the Marcell Ozuna 

trade with the Cardinals and if the team's No. 12 prospect can be as efficient as he was on Wednesday, he could see 

Miami soon. After the IL had climbed back into the game, the right-hander tossed a perfect sixth, needing just seven 

pitches, getting a ground ball and two fly outs in a hurry. 
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As the shift reigns supreme, Rockies’ batters generally adhere to a similar approach: “Hit something on a line, 
and battle.” 
Over the past decade, shifts have increased about 900 percent, and they continue to climb this year with 17,872 to-date 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 11, 2018 
 

For major leaguers, it’s as new-age of a hitting conundrum as conundrums come. When the opposing defense moves 

infielders from their traditional spots and into a batter’s hottest spray zones, is it better to stick to the usual approach or 

adjust your swing in an attempt to beat the shift? 

 

It’s a question that made its first prominent appearance in the baseball consciousness in the 1940s, when teams placed 

six fielders on the right side of second base in the “Ted Williams Shift” that was designed to limit The Splendid Splinter’s 

ability to pull the baseball. 

 

And since Tampa Bay reintroduced the shift to the modern game in 2007, the controversial tactic has quickly risen in 

popularity as teams keep leaning on Sabermetrics for even the slightest advantages. 

 

Over the past decade, the number of shifts has increased about 900 percent and they continue to climb this year — per 

Statcast, there were 22,157 total shifts in 2017 and the league is on pace to easily surpass that number in 2018, with 

17,872 shifts already employed in 17.3 percent of all at-bats. 

 

In the Rockies’ lineup, two of the team’s top left-handed hitters see the shift regularly. Carlos Gonzalez ranks 14th in the 

National League with 61.6 percent of his at-bats coming against the shift this year, and he’s followed by fellow outfielder 

Charlie Blackmon‘s 25.3 percent clip. 

 

Bud Black said the shift is always top-of-mind in discussions between hitters and the coaching staff in terms of tactics 

against it, while defensively, Colorado ranks sixth in the N.L. — and in the top half of all of baseball — with an 18.3 

percent shift rate this season. 

 

“We talk about (the shift) a lot with CarGo and Charlie, about how we want to attack a certain series or attack a certain 

team that does always shift against those players,” Black said. 
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The Colorado skipper isn’t on the same page as MLB commissioner Rob Manfred on the issue of shifting. Manfred has 

repeatedly expressed his desire to legislate the strategy, noting at the June owner’s meetings in New York City that “I 

think we want to proceed judiciously, but I also think we want to proceed” with regulating the shift. 

 

“I don’t think there should be a ban on shifts … I’m against telling a team where they have to play,” Black said. “What’s 

going to happen, hopefully, is there will be young players coming up who will learn to beat the shift. There are players now 

who are trying to beat the shift.” 

 

But beating the shift isn’t necessarily the philosophy for Colorado’s most-affected hitters, especially considering the 

diminished speed of 32-year-olds Gonzalez and Blackmon, which has downsized their ability to bunt for a base hit. 

 

Gonzalez flatly said “I’m not a bunter,” but qualified that statement by noting how he got around 10 base-hit bunts a 

season — sans shift — as a younger player in Oakland. But now with the shift, opposing third basemen loiter around the 

bag until Gonzalez gets one strike, limiting his bunting opportunities. 

 

So, the lefty’s approach remains largely unchanged, even with the fact that major leaguers are hitting .489 on opposite-

field grounders against the shift this season. 

 

“If you go out there thinking, ‘I’m going to hit the ball to the left side,’ most of the time you’re going to be out or you’re not 

going to square the ball up,” Gonzalez said. “So I just go out there and try to hit the ball hard anywhere in the park, and if 

it’s outside, I just try to flip it.” 

 

Right-handed shortstop Trevor Story, third on the team with a 15.0 percent shift rate, noted the best way to beat the tactic 

is to out-grind a pitcher who is often concurrently pitching to the shift. The shortstop did just that in a 12-pitch at-bat 

against Archie Bradley in the seventh inning of Colorado’s loss to Arizona on Tuesday, eventually singling to right field on 

a grounder past where the second baseman should have been. 

 

“I noticed they were in the shift when the at-bat started, but it’s not like I’m trying to hit one right where I did,” said Story, 

averaging .406 against the shift this season. “I’m just trying to hit something on a line, and battle, because those things 

will still beat a lot of shifts.” 
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The shift’s effect on Colorado hitters 

How much does irregular infield alignment affect the Rockies’ four most shifted-on players? By comparing the wOBA 

(Weighted On-Base Average) against the shift and not against the shift, it becomes clear the lines of lefties Gonzalez and 

Blackmon are being negatively impacted. As for righties Story and Nolan Arenado? Not so much. All data via Baseball 

Savant. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez 

Total plate appearances: 255 

PA against the shift: 157 

Percentage of total PA: 61.6 

wOBA against shift: .295 

PA without shift: 98 

Percentage of total PA: 38.4 

wOBA without shift: .368 

 

Charlie Blackmon 

Total plate appearances: 383 

PA against the shift: 97 

Percentage of total PA: 25.3 

wOBA against shift: .341 

PA without shift: 286 

Percentage of total PA: 74.7 

wOBA without shift: .359 

 

Trevor Story 

Total plate appearances: 379 

PA against the shift: 57 

Percentage of total PA: 15.0 

wOBA against shift: .429 
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PA without shift: .322 

Percentage of total PA: 85.0 

wOBA without shift: .366 

 

Nolan Arenado 

Total plate appearances: 368 

PA against the shift: 53 

Percentage of total PA: 14.4 

wOBA against shift: .453 

PA without shift: 315 

Percentage of total PA: 85.6 

wOBA without shift: .409 
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Rockies Mailbag: Old-school baseball comeback, Jon Gray update, trade talk and more 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 11, 2018 
 

Denver Post sports writer Patrick Saunders posts his Rockies Mailbag every other week on Tuesdays during the season 

and once per month during the offseason. 

 

Pose a Rockies — or MLB — related question for the Rockies Mailbag. 

 

Is there any explanation, other than east coast bias, that the “experts” at ESPN selected Trea Turner as the backup all-

star shortstop for the National League? 

— Mike Spieles, Colorado City 

 

Mike, the only thing that really matters is that Story was voted in by the players and coaches. He was thrilled about that. 

 

As for the ESPN crew, some of them, particularly Jerry Crasnick, do their homework on the Rockies. Others simply look at 

the home-road splits on players such as Story and dismiss them out of hand. It’s lazy, because they rarely ever see Story 

play, so they have no idea what he’s meant to the Rockies this season. 

 

The Rockies, the only team in the Mountain Time zone during the season, are always going to be overlooked by the 

national media. The Coors Field factor compounds that. Until the Rockies become consistent winner, that will never 

change. 

 

This one has been on my mind for a while and I want your professional thoughts. Strikeout numbers are through the roof 

across baseball this season. When are teams going to get back to playing smart baseball where they put the ball in play, 

move runners over, steal bags and take what teams give you. I feel old-school baseball will make a comeback soon. 

Watching guys strikeout 200-plus times a year is getting old. 

— Jeff, Centennial 

 

Jeff, baseball, as you know is cyclical. I think the Astros showed a lot of folks last season that a team can without being all 

about raw power. 
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The problem is, however, a lot of fans still dig the longball and teams continue to reward sluggers with big contracts. 

Therefore, players have become increasingly concerned with home runs and launch angles and the big pay days that 

follow. 

 

I’m with you, on this. I don’t think baseball is as entertaining a game when there are lot of strikeouts, lots of homers and 

fewer base hits and stolen bases. I think some of the game’s nuances are being lost. 

 

Currently the rate of 8.46 hits per team-game is roughly that of the mid-1960s, years in which the decline in offense 

ultimately led MLB to lower the height of the mound. 

 

These days, it’s not starter’s dominating so much as bullpen’s stocked with pitchers who throw 95-plus mph. 

 

But, like I said, the game has always been cyclical. And I do think that things are starting to change. The past offseason 

showed that sluggers aren’t commanding the money and attention they have in the past. 

 

Hey Patrick, just have a question for you about Jon Gray. It seems as though his problem this season has been with 

runners on base. Why not put him in those situations while in Triple-A and make him work out of jams. 

— Rick, Littleton 

 

Rick, the Rockies are paying extra attention to how Gray works with men on base, something that has clearly been a 

struggle for him. But he’s still a starting pitcher, so they can’t manufacture situations for him to pitch with men on base. 

Albuquerque still has games to play and try to win. If Gray is going to improve, he’s going to have to address all pitching 

situations. 

 

Don’t you think the Rockies should buy at the deadline? Package Raimel Taipa with Gray and go get a starting pitcher? 

— Nicolas, Highlands Ranch 
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Nicolas, that’s a good question. As I write this, the Rockies are a mediocre 46-45 but only 4 ½ games behind Arizona in 

the National League West. I think the jury is still out as to whether Colorado will buy, sell or stand pat. The next 10 games 

against three good teams – five vs. Arizona, three vs. Seattle and two vs. Houston – will tell us more. 

 

I do think if the Rockies are still in the hunt for the NL West, they’ll be buyers, but I don’t think starting pitching is their 

main need. 

 

What the Rockies need, like a lot of teams, is bullpen help. Left-hander Jake McGee and right-hander Bryan Shaw have 

been disasters. Chris Rusin has been a huge disappointment. 

 

The Rockies need a reliable seventh-inning guy. 

 

As for trading Gray, I don’t see it. He’s too talented to give up on yet, unless a team offers great prospects in return. 

 

Trading Tapia is not likely, because the Rockies are going to lose both Carlos Gonzalez and Gerardo Parra at the end of 

the season, so they need outfield depth. I’m not saying the Rockies wouldn’t trade Tapia for the right price, but I doubt it’s 

part of their blueprint. 

 

I know there are a ton of Tapia fans out in Rockies Land, but I get the sense that manager Bud Black is not that 

impressed. He sees too many holes in Tapia’s game, at least right now. 

 

Hi Patrick, thanks for your mailbag outlet. I hate to defer all of the blame to coaching, but don’t you think the pitching 

coach and hitting coach are playing a role in the Rockies failures? Personally, I would bring in some new blood. Also, how 

about mental coaches, do they have such a thing? 

— Perry, Westcliffe 

 

Perry, I’ve said it once and I’ll say it again. As this level, I don’t think it’s wise to assign too much credit or too much blame 

on the coaches. Batting coaches, in particular, serve as support mechanisms in the major-league. Yes, they teach and 

point out flaws, etc., but the players go to a lot of sources to get straightened out – including their teammates. 

 



    

19 
 

I’m not knocking Rockies hitting coaches Jeff Salazar and Duane Espy, because they work hard and do a good job, but 

getting in “fresh blood” is not going to change much on the field. 

 

I will say that I think the combination of pitching coach Steve Foster and bullpen coach Darren Holmes has done an 

excellent job of developing Colorado’s young starting pitchers. I think the improvements we’ve seen over the past month 

can be tied to the coaches. 

 

Ok Patrick, I want you to play GM right now for us before the deadline. What do the Rockies need and what would you like 

to see them to before it’s all said and done. I feel like (general manager) Jeff Bridich and Co. are going to drop the ball 

and not make any moves. Good stuff as always. 

— JB, Aurora 

 

JB, I already addressed this in an early question. But I’ll say it again, what the Rockies do, or don’t do could well depend 

on the next 10 games. 

 

Last year, Bridich didn’t “drop the ball.” He went out and got catcher Jonathan Lucroy and right-handed reliever Pat 

Neshek and that helped the Rockies make the playoffs. 

 

Why do the Rockies continue to carry three catchers on their active roster especially when Tony Wolters has rarely seen 

the field and Tom Murphy has been producing offensively? It seems like the Rockies are wasting a spot on the bench with 

a player that has brought little contribution to the team the last two weeks. 

— Aaron Hurt, Omaha, Nebraska 

 

Aaron, it does seem perplexing, to me, but there is a reason for it. If the Rockies had a powerful, expensive bat off the 

bench they wouldn’t do it. But Chris Iannetta is the only experience bat on the bench (in games) he doesn’t start, and 

Murphy can also provide some power off the bench. 

 

Suppose, for instance, that Murphy starts the game and Iannetta comes into pitch hit, but then Murphy gets hurt? The only 

catching option the Rockies would have left would be Wolters. 
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Do I agree with the philosophy? No, but it’s why the Rockies aren’t doing it. 

 

Always enjoy your Rockies coverage. You’re one of the best in the business! My questions, do you think that pitching at 

altitude and then having to pitch at sea level is messing with the bullpen ability to locate their pitches accurately? Also, do 

you think it a change at the pitching coach/bullpen coach will make a difference in getting the bullpen back on track? 

Thanks for your time! 

— Ryan Deza, Littleton 

 

Ryan, I already answered the question about the pitching coaches earlier in the mailbag. 

 

As for the altitude question, I would have to say yes. I think some pitchers have a great deal of difficulty making the 

adjustment. The Rockies clam they don’t pay attention to it – their motto is “Attitude, no Altitude,” but I think they are just 

trying to stay on script. 

 

I’ve talked to former Rockies closer Huston Street about this and he said there is no question that pitching at Coors Field, 

and then pitching elsewhere, takes special skill and a thick skin. 

If you’re a Rockies pitcher, it’s a fact of life. 

 

Can you explain to me how Wade Davis and Adam Ottavino both got snubbed off the all-star roster. Both have great 

numbers this year. Thanks. 

— Jackie, Denver 

 

Jackie, I didn’t expect Davis to make it, even though his overall numbers are decent – 0-2, 4.04 ERA. Simply put, he has 

not been one of the best closer in the National League, despite his 25 saves. 

The Dodgers’ Kenley Janson (24 saves, 2.34 ERA) and San Diego’s Brad Hand (22 save, 2.91 ERA) have arguably been 

better closers, and they pitch in the same division as Davis. 

 

Ottavino is a different story. His 1.74 ERA, 63 strikeouts vs. just 17 walks, and his ability to thrive both home and away, 

have made him one of the best relievers in baseball in the first half of the season. 
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Ottavino should have made it, but part of the reason he didn’t was because he’s a set-up man, not a closer. And, as 

Ottavino said himself, Rockies pitchers tend to get overlooked. 

 

Here is what I wrote on Sunday: 

 

“I’m not surprised,” Ottavino said. “It’s because I’m on the Rockies. … Pitchers don’t get any credit playing for the 

Rockies.” 
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Bryan Shaw returns to Rockies’ bullpen, says he’s confident he’ll turn season around 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 11, 2018 
 

Reliever Bryan Shaw, a disappointment thus far in a Rockies uniform, is getting a fresh start. For the sake of team’s 

postseason aspirations, Shaw better make the most of his chance. 

 

“I’m healthy and I’ve got my mechanics kind of tightened back up,” the veteran right-hander said before Wednesday’s 

game against Arizona as he returned from the disabled list, where he was healing a strained right calf muscle. “I think the 

mechanical difficulties were the product of the leg, and then my arm being tired. I think, maybe, my results were the 

byproduct of those things.” 

 

Shaw predicted that, eventually, he’ll work his way back to a key role in the bullpen. 

 

“My goal is to get back to where I was before it all went awry,” he said. “My confidence is always high. The confidence is 

there; it was more about frustration with what had been going on. 

 

Manager Bud Black declined to discuss specifically what bullpen role Shaw will fill right now, but Shaw doesn’t foresee 

himself pitching in high-leverage situations, at least not initially. 

 

“I’m assuming if we are up or down by a lot, that’s when I’ll be in there,” he said. “Then I’ll work my way back into the role I 

previously had. 

 

“Listen, I’m not expecting to hear, “Hey, it’s bases loaded in the seventh, go ahead and go get them.’ I’m assuming that’s 

not my role right now, but if it is, I’ll do it.” 

 

Colorado projected Shaw to be a strong-as-steel addition to their bullpen. To that end, they gave him a three-year, $27 

million contract, with high expectations he would be part of the bridge to closer Wade Davis. 
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Those plans collapsed under the weight of Shaw’s inconsistent mechanics, too many pitches left up in the zone and a 

propensity to serve up home runs. Before going on the disabled list June 24, he was 3-5 with a 7.57 ERA, 20 walks and 

34 strikeouts in 41 appearances. He has already allowed a career-high tying eight home runs this season. 

 

Shaw pitched in two games — an inning each — during his rehab assignment at Triple-A Albuquerque. Friday, he 

struggled, giving up two runs on two hits, including a home run. Sunday, he pitched better, getting three groundball out 

and issuing one walk. 

 

Black expressed confidence that Shaw will return to the form that made him an effective reliever at Cleveland from 2013-

17, when he posted a 3.11 ERA. 

 

“We expect the Bryan Shaw performance that has happened over the last five years,” Black said. “That’s our expectation, 

because he’s done it for a long time. So our expectation is that he’s going to return to form. 

 

“I’m sort of anxious to see it. Because we need all of these guys (in the bullpen). Bryan has been a quality (relief) pitcher 

for a long time, on playoff teams, on a World Series team. So there is no reason to believe he cannot get back to that. If 

you grade him out on a scouting scale, his stuff is there. He just hasn’t made enough pitches.” 

 

Looking ahead 

Colorado Rockies pitcher Kyle Freeland works ...Ben Margot, The Associated PressColorado Rockies pitcher Kyle 

Freeland works against the San Francisco Giants during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 27, 2018, in 

San Francisco. 

Diamondbacks LHP Robbie Ray (3-1, 5.23 ERA) at Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.18), no T.V. 

 

The Rockies have absolutely owned Ray to the tune of a .353 average (48-for-136), but no player has raked him more 

than Charlie Blackmon, as the center fielder is hitting .500 (15-for-30) with four homers and 11 RBIs against the 

southpaw. Ray, bumped up in the rotation to give Zack Godley an extra day of rest, is coming off two troubled starts in 

which he allowed a combined 10 runs in 9.1 innings of work, and has only posted one quality start in his last five outings. 

It’s a different story for Freeland, who has allowed two runs or fewer in each of his past four outings. Arizona is hitting a 
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collective .205 against him, with the lone long ball coming via Ketel Marte in an 8-3 loss at Coors Field on June 10. — 

Kyle Newman, The Denver Post 

 

Friday: Mariners LHP James Paxton (8-3, 3.49) at Rockies RHP Antonio Senzatela (3-2, 5.34), 6:40 p.m., ATTRM 

Saturday: Mariners LHP Wade LeBlanc (5-0, 3.39) at Rockies TBA, 7:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Sunday: Mariners RHP Mike Leake (8-6, 4.36) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.76), 1:10 p.m., ATTRM 
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Dodgers claim left-handed reliever Zac Rosscup from the Rockies 
In 71 big-league innings over five seasons, Rosscup has a 3-1 record with 5.30 ERA and 1.55 WHIP 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 11, 2018 
 

The Dodgers claimed Zac Rosscup from the Rockies on Wednesday, bolstering Los Angeles’ stable of arms on its 40-

man roster with a southpaw who has been performing well lately in Triple-A Albuquerque. 

 

Since returning June 13 from a 60-day disabled list stint due to a wart on his left middle finger, the 30-year-old made 10 

appearances out of the bullpen for the Isotopes, posting a 1.08 ERA and holding hitters to a .133 average. 

 

Rosscup was originally selected in the 28th round of the 2009 draft by the Rays and was then traded to Chicago, where 

he played parts of four seasons before being traded to Colorado in June 2017. 

 

In 71 big-league innings over five seasons, Rosscup has a 3-1 record with a 5.30 ERA and 1.55 WHIP. He was on a one-

year, $610k contract with the Rockies, according to Baseball Reference. 
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Rockies obliterate Diamondbacks, 19-2, in game full of records 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 11, 2018 
 

Hits, runs, homers and hyperbole can’t adequately describe what happened at Coors Field on Wednesday night. 

 

So maybe this factoid will do the trick: Arizona second baseman Daniel Descalso came in to pitch in the fourth inning, the 

earliest any true position player has pitched in a major-league game since Milwaukee’s Sal Bando on Aug. 29, 1979, 

when the Royals beat the Brewers 18-8 at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, Mo. 

 

Wednesday night, when all was said and done and the baseball history books had been deciphered, the Rockies had 

bludgeoned the Diamondbacks 19-2. Colorado scored 19 runs for the first time since Sept. 25, 2011, at Houston, when 

they beat the Astros 19-3. The Rockies have scored 19 runs four times and a franchise-record tying 20 on three 

occasions since 1996. 

 

According to the Elias Sports Bureau, before Wednesday, there had never been a day in major-league history that saw 

multiple teams with at least a 17-run lead through four innings. Earlier in the evening, Cleveland led Cincinnati 17-0 after 

four innings en route to a 19-4 win. Then came the Rockies’ onslaught. 

 

“It was a great attack tonight for us, obviously,” Rockies manager Bud Black said. “We stayed on all of their pitchers, from 

(starter Shelby) Miller, through their bullpen. I thought our guys came out with a good approach. We squared some 

pitches up that were in the hitting area. It was one of those nights. … It was a unique game.” 

 

The Diamondbacks came to the ballpark having won nine consecutive games at Coors Field, their longest win streak at 

an opposing ballpark in team history. So maybe they were due for a big fall. 

 

But this was ridiculous. 

 

The score was 19-1 — after five innings — and Descalso was still on the mound as the D-backs’ sacrificial lamb, as he 

served up home runs to Carlos Gonzalez and Rockies starter German Marquez, who mashed a solo shot 447 feet to left 

off Descalso for his first career home run. 
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“I just happened to make really good contact on that pitch and the ball left the yard,” Marquez said, who takes healthy 

hacks whenever he’s at the plate and is now batting .324 (11-for-34 this season). “It’s been in my mind that I have to go 

yard at some point, and I’m glad that it happened tonight.” 

 

Four Rockies launched home runs, and Gonzalez had two of them, along with six RBIs and his first multi-home run game 

since last Sept. 12 at Arizona. All told, the Rockies had 19 hits, four of them coming off Descalso and one coming against 

first baseman Alex Avila, who relieved Descalso in the seventh inning. It was Avila’s first major-league pitching 

performance. He pitched two innings. 

 

According to Elias, the last time last time a team had two position players each pitch at least two innings in a single game 

was on July 22, 1945 when the Phillies lost to the Cub 8-5 in the first game of a double header.    For Philadelphia,  Rene 

Monteagudo pitched 4 ⅓ innings and Hall of Famer Jimmie Foxx pitched the last two innings. 

 

Descalso is a former Rockie, and Nolan Arenado admitted that it was strange facing Descalso Wednesday night. Arenado 

was the first Rockies hitter to face Descalso in the fourth inning and Arenado singled up the middle. 

 

“I think I was the most nervous for that at-bat,” Arenado said with a smile. “It’s hard facing a position player pitching. 

You’re supposed to get a hit, and if you don’t, everyone makes fun of you.” 

 

As for Marquez’s homer, Arenado quipped: “It was just a matter of time before he hit a homer. Of course it helps that 

Descalso was only throwing 50 mph. But Marquez has power. If you watch batting practice, he launches balls out of the 

ballpark. So he’s got ridiculous power, and he’s got a really good swing.” 

 

On almost any other night,  Marquez’s six-inning, two-run, five-hit pitching performance would have grabbed headlines. 

On this night — save for his home run — he was a footnote. But over his last three starts,  Marquez is 3-0 with a 1.80 

ERA and 22 strikeouts vs. just two walks. 

 

“It’s not easy to keep your concentration in a game like this,” Black said. “It seems easy — from the outside — with a huge 

lead. Just throw strikes. It’s easier said than done, but I really liked how (Marquez) responded to that.” 
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And to think that Arizona led 1-0 in the first inning on Paul Goldschmidt’s home run. But the Rockies immediately struck 

back, scoring five runs in the top of the frame off starter Shelby Miller, the big blow a three-run bomb by Ian Desmond that 

traveled 478 feet and landed on the concourse beyond the left-field bleachers. 

 

Miller pitched just one inning and departed with tightness in his elbow. 

 

Late night notes of note 

(courtesy of the Rockies media relations department): 

 

Colorado scored all 19 runs in the first four innings, the first MLB team to accomplish that feat since Kansas City at 

Detroit, Sept. 9, 2004 in the first  game of a doubleheader). 

 

Rockies’ 19 hits were their most since July 19, 2017 vs. San Diego. 

 

Rockies 17-run margin of victory was tied for the second-largest margin of victory in franchise history with a 19-2 win vs. 

Arizona on June 18, 2000 (largest margin of victory was 19, in a 20-1 win, Sept. 20, 2005 vs. San Diego) 

 

Rockies hit a season-high five home runs (last: July 23, 2017 vs. Pittsburgh). 

 

Charlie Blackmon, DJ LeMahieu and Carlos González each scored a career-high tying four runs, the first time in franchise 

history that three Rockies have scored four runs in a single game. 

 

González (six RBIs) and Ian Desmond (five RBIs) became the first pair of teammates to record five or more RBI in the 

same game since González (six RBIs) and Ramon Hernandez (five RBIs) did so on April 27, 2012 vs. the Mets. 

 

Charlie Blackmon hit the 129th home run of his career passing Matt Holliday for ninth-most in franchise history.  Blackmon 

has four home runs in his past seven games. 

 

González recorded his first multi-home run game of the season and the 21st multi-home run game of his career. 
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DJ LeMahieu came to the plate in each of the first five innings, becoming the second Rockies player in franchise history to 

accomplish the feat. The other was Kaz Matsui, on Aug. 8, 2007 vs. Milwaukee). LeMahieu is first player in the majors to 

do that since Mark Reynolds and Carlos Santana for the Indians on April 20, 2013 at Houston (via Elias). 

 

The Diamondbacks’ 17-run margin of defeat is tied for their second-largest in franchise history with a 19-2 loss at 

Colorado on June 18, 2000. The largest was a 19-1 loss on Sept. 2, 2002 vs. the Dodgers. 
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How the Rockies fought back into contention with a wild blowout win — and how it could still slip away 
 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | July 11, 2018 
  

DENVER — At the capital of weird — where Rocky Mountain oysters are on the menu (look it up, or don’t), where the 

tract of outfield grass is large enough to blanket some small cities, where the third deck is exactly one mile above the 

ocean — baseball games can corkscrew into another dimension. 

 

Add the Rockies’ 19-2 landslide past the Diamondbacks on Wednesday to the short list of Coors Field’s most extreme 

oddities. A pitcher homered off a position player for the second time since 1962. Two position players pitched for two or 

more innings for the first time since 1945. In 4,080 games since the inception of the Rockies, they have scored 19 or more 

runs just eight times. Wednesday’s game exists in the 0.2 percentile. 

 

“I don’t know what to think of some it,” Colorado center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. 

 

“We just whacked the ball. I’d like to think that means we’ll continue to do that. But realistically, you’re not going to score 

19 runs a lot. You play 162 games a year, crazy things are bound to happen.” 

 

What does it really mean? The Rockies’ trouncing of rival Arizona arrived not a game too soon. The Diamondbacks had 

won nine consecutive games at Coors Field and were 6-1 against the Rockies overall this season. Colorado entered 

Wednesday in fourth place in the National League West in large part because Arizona held a foot on their necks. 

 

But 17-run deficits are blips, easily dismissed as deviations from the norm. Or might it be a turning point for the Rockies? 

 

“It wasn’t a fluke,” Blackmon said. 

 

Over one calendar week, the Rockies more than halved their deficit in the West, from 8 games to 3 1/2. In quick order, 

they changed the complexion of their season, tipping toward the status of contender with fewer than three weeks until 

baseball’s trade deadline. 

 

Here, two notable reasons for the Rockies’ turnaround — and two more that could burst their bubble: 
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HOW THEY FOUGHT BACK: 

 

1. Pitching, duh. 

 

German Márquez will remember Wednesday’s whomping as the game he homered, his first career shot. When he tells 

the story later, he might leave out the part about the opposing pitcher. Arizona, in a desperate attempt to save its bullpen 

in a blowout, sent second baseman Daniel Descalso to the mound to pitch in the fourth inning. 

 

Pitcher-on-infielder violence ensued. Márquez nailed a 447-foot shot to left field. 

 

“I’d be lying to you if I didn’t say that sometimes I think, ‘Hey, I gotta go yard at some point,'” Márquez said. “He left a 

breaking ball hanging and I made him pay.” 

 

But let’s not let Márquez get ahead of himself. His job is to pitch. And the Rockies rode a now four-man pitching rotation 

back above water, led by three arms. In the past three turns of the rotation: 

 

* Márquez is 3-0 with a 1.80 ERA, with 22 strikeouts against just two walks. 

 

* Tyler Anderson is 2-1 with a 0.41 ERA (one run allowed in 22 innings). 

 

* Kyle Freeland is 2-1 with 1.42 ERA (three runs in 19 innings) with victories against Madison Bumgarner and James 

Paxton. 

 

In their past 14 games, Rockies starters have a 2.37 ERA — and the team is 9-5 over that stretch. 

 

2. Nolan’s call-out 

 

Nolan Arenado, the Rockies’ all-star third baseman, also faced Descalso, in the fourth inning. But he did not carry the 

same confidence. 
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“I was more nervous for that at-bat than I have been for any at-bat in a long time,” Arenado said. “He was smiling at me. I 

was tripping out.” 

 

Arenado, in a two-strike count, fought off a pitch and punched a run-scoring single to right. “It was awkward,” he said. “My 

heart was beating fast. I didn’t want to get out because I knew I’d hear about it. It’s hard facing guys like that. It’s a lose-

lose situation. You get a hit, you were supposed to. If you didn’t, everybody makes fun of you.” 

 

If the Rockies’ roll back into the NL West coincided with a pitching surge, it also was boosted by words. Arenado two 

weeks ago called out his disappointment in another middling season. 

 

“I’m tired of coming to the ballpark and losing,” he said then. That’s exactly when the Rockies took off. 

 

Arenado is slugging .667 in July with a 1.129 OPS. His 23 homers this season are tied for the NL lead. 

 

HOW IT COULD GO WRONG: 

 

1. Bullpenning 

 

With a four-man rotation carrying the load of innings in July, Colorado’s bullpen took a breather, and with the stress off 

they posted four consecutive games without a run allowed. In six of nine games through Tuesday, they kept a clean 

sheet, with a 3.13 ERA over 23 innings during that stretch. 

 

But on Tuesday, the D-Backs blasted lefty Jake McGee for three runs without an out and Scott Oberg for another in an 

inning. Arizona waited through Anderson’s strong start, then took advantage for a 5-3 victory. 

 

They are no longer the worst bullpen in baseball by ERA. That honor belongs to Cleveland, a bullpen with a nickname 

problem and an even thinner staff. And Bryan Shaw returned from a calf injury Wednesday to pitch a scoreless eighth 

inning with two strikeouts and a walk. 
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But after spending $106 million on bullpen upgrades last winter, the Rockies’ most glaring hole as they approach the trade 

deadline is, again, among relievers. 

 

2. Still chasing 

 

The Diamondbacks, dating back to a wild-card victory last October, have owned the Rockies — especially at Coors Field. 

They had won nine straight in Denver before Wednesday. And it was wearing on the Rockies. 

 

“We have trouble against this team. We all know it,” Arenado said. “Just getting a win in against them has been really hard 

for us.” 

 

Arizona flew a white flag in the middle innings Wednesday, sending two position players to pitch a total of 4 2/3 innings. 

But the Rockies, Arenado said, will take any uplift they can against the division leaders, especially a 19-run avalanche. 

 

“It means a lot,” Arenado said. “White flag or not, we scored a lot of runs.” 
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Rosenthal: The A’s should be buyers at the deadline; inside the Rockies’ turnaround; Mike Scioscia’s uncertain 
future; more notes 
 
Ken Rosenthal | TheAthletic.com | Jul 12, 2018 
  

You know Billy Beane wants to go for it. 

 

Beane, the executive vice-president of the Oakland Athletics, always takes a shot when his team stands a chance of 

making the playoffs. If the A’s continue to surge and Beane holds or sells before the July 31 non-waiver deadline, the 

decision almost certainly will not reflect his wishes, but the preference of an ownership unwilling to add salary. 

 

The A’s began the season with a $65.9 million payroll, the lowest in the majors. Along with the Miami Marlins, Pittsburgh 

Pirates and Tampa Bay Rays, they are the subject of a grievance the players’ union filed to Major League Baseball in 

February, contending that they are not spending revenue-sharing money in the manner intended by the collective-

bargaining agreement. 

 

Few expected the Athletics (52-41) to contend under such circumstances, and their odds of reaching the postseason 

remain long — they trail the Seattle Mariners by six games in the race for the second American League wild card, and 

Fangraphs projects their postseason chances to be only 16.1 percent. Other numbers, however, suggest the A’s should 

be thinking seriously about upgrading their roster before the non-waiver deadline on July 31. 

 

The A’s have won 18 of their last 22 games, including four of six from the AL Central-leading Cleveland Indians, a team 

that actually trails Oakland by a game in the overall AL standings. The Mariners, on the other hand, have cooled, going 

11-10 in their last 21. 

 

Run differential, a measure used to project what a team’s actual record should look like, also indicates the A’s are closer 

to the Mariners than the standings suggest. The A’s are at plus-23, the Mariners at plus-14. Two other clubs — the Los 

Angeles Angels at plus-17 and the Rays at plus-18 — are in the same range. Both of those teams are slightly over .500, 

which probably is where the A’s and Mariners should be as well. 
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No one would recommend that the A’s bust up their emerging core of young talent trying to secure a likely wild-card 

matchup against the New York Yankees or Boston Red Sox. No one should consider the A’s a true threat in such a game 

when their injury-depleted rotation includes three journeymen — Edwin Jackson, Brett Anderson and Trevor Cahill. 

 

Low-revenue teams, though, too often view their glass as half-empty rather than half-full. Who’s to say the Mariners’ 

dubious rotation will remain healthy and effective? Who’s to say the Athletics are bound to fall when their confidence is 

growing with each victory? 

 

It’s fair for Athletics ownership to want to see more, particularly when the AL West — unlike the league’s other two 

divisions — offers no truly weak opponents. But if the team stays within striking distance of the Mariners, there will be no 

excuse for holding back. The A’s cannot say they are pointing toward the opening of a new ballpark in the early 2020s 

when they have yet to even settle on a site. 

 

Beane wants to go for it; history tells us as much. 

 

If the A’s keep this up, ownership will be forced to show its hand. 

 

MLB open to pushing back player vote for ASG 

Houston Astros right-hander Justin Verlander summed up the sentiments of a number of players when he responded on 

Twitter to the objections of Rays righty Chris Archer to the snubbing of his teammate, lefty Blake Snell, for the All-Star 

Game: 

 

Chris Archer 

@ChrisArcher22 

 · 8 Jul 

 ????!!!! @snellzilla11 @MLB @MLB_PLAYERS pic.twitter.com/yeyw5T2BqH 

 

Justin Verlander 

@JustinVerlander 
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Also, because we vote waaay too early.  Could easily punch in our votes on an iPad a couple days before instead of the 

old school envelope weeks before. 

 

Verlander is absolutely correct, and MLB officials know it. According to sources, baseball is open to pushing back the 

player vote, just as it pushed back the fan balloting after making that process entirely electronic. The fan voting this 

season began on June 1, a full month later than it did the year before. 

 

Protecting the integrity of the player vote would be a concern; baseball uses Ernst & Young, a professional services firm, 

to count the players’ sealed paper ballots. Then again, it shouldn’t be difficult for the sport to design a secure website for 

the players’ selections. 

 

Under the current system, the players received their paper ballots on June 15 and returned them shortly thereafter, about 

three weeks before the teams were named. With more time, the players would make more informed decisions. 

 

Snell, for example, produced a 0.63 ERA in four starts after June 15, and two of those games were against the defending 

World Series champion Astros. He almost certainly would have received stronger support if the vote had been later. 

 

Inside the Rockies’ turnaround  

About two weeks ago, the Colorado Rockies decided enough was enough. From June 15-22, Rockies starters allowed 11 

first-inning runs in eight games. The team went 5-3 over that span, but allowed an average of more than seven runs per 

game. 

 

Seeking solutions, the Rockies held an informal pitching summit in Denver, with Mark Wiley, the team’s director of pitching 

operations, and Darryl Scott, its minor-league pitching coordinator, joining manager Bud Black, pitching coach Steve 

Foster and bullpen coach Darren Holmes from June 21 to July 4. 

 

The five enjoy a strong working relationship. Wiley twice was Black’s pitching coach in Denver and visits the team 

periodically, while Scott is familiar with most of the team’s younger pitchers. The Rockies clearly needed to make an 

adjustment — they lead the majors in first-inning runs scored, according to STATS LLC, but also first-inning runs allowed. 
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According to Black, the message conveyed to the players was, “This can’t continue.” Different ideas were kicked around 

— adjustments in pre-game routines, adjustments in the completion of warm-up sessions, adjustments in mindset to a 

one-pitch-at-a-time approach. And evidently, something clicked. 

 

Rockies starters in the last 11 games have produced a 2.06 ERA, with the team going 8-3. The bullpen also has shown 

signs of improvement since the return of righty Adam Ottavino from a right oblique strain on June 14. The Rockies are 

only two games over .500, but if right-hander Jon Gray and reliever Bryan Shaw revive, they still might mount a threat in 

the NL West. 

 

Scioscia’s future with Angels uncertain 

Both New York teams changed managers after last season, and both Los Angeles teams face decisions regarding their 

on-field leadership after this season, with the Dodgers’ Dave Roberts and Angels’ Mike Scioscia in the final years of 

contracts. 

 

Roberts should be more than safe — he was NL Manager of the Year in 2016, led the team to Game 7 of the World 

Series in ’17 and helped the club rebound from its 16-26 start this season. But Scioscia might be in a more precarious 

position. 

 

The Angels’ 47-46 record and fourth-place standing is not Scioscia’s fault, not when injuries have forced the team to use a 

major-league leading 50 players. But a third straight mediocre season might persuade the Angels to try a new voice after 

19 years with Scioscia as manager 

 

From all indications, Scioscia works well with Angels GM Billy Eppler, who took over after the 2015 season. An extension 

certainly would not be out of the question, considering owner Arte Moreno’s history of supporting Scioscia. 

 

On the other hand, Eppler hired two potential replacements for Scioscia, bench coach Josh Paul and special assistant 

Brad Ausmus, after last season. Scioscia, 59, is not old, but as the players skew younger, the trend in the game is toward 

younger managers. The Yankees, Red Sox and Washington Nationals all made changes after reaching the playoffs last 

season, reinforcing the instability of the position. 
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Around the Horn 

— The Braves want to add a starter, reliever and hitter, but the trade market is thin on controllable talent and GM Alex 

Anthopoulos is reluctant to trade prospects for rentals, according to major-league sources. 

 

Pitching is the Braves’ priority; offensively, they have no obvious holes. At third base, for example, their urgency to 

upgrade is not as pronounced as many expected — Johan Camargo is batting .256 with seven homers and a .790 OPS 

since the release of Jose Bautista on May 20. 

 

A right-handed hitter who could handle center field would figure to hold some appeal; Ender Inciarte entered Wednesday 

batting .208 with a .536 OPS in 108 plate appearances against lefties. Inciarte, however, offers stellar defense in center, 

and the Braves do not need help against lefties; their .804 OPS against lefties rank second in the majors only to the 

Yankees’ .838. 

 

— The Minnesota Twins, who are 8 1/2 games behind the Indians, look like a certain seller. Still, it’s possible the Twins 

might wait a bit – they’ve won six of seven, and their upcoming schedule isn’t terribly taxing. They host the Rays for four 

games before the All-Star Game before visiting the Royals and Toronto Blue Jays for their first six after the break. 

 

The Indians, meanwhile, have lost four of their last five entering a four-game home series against the Yankees. Their 

bullpen remains a major problem, ranking 28th in the majors in opponents’ OPS, ahead of only the Rockies and Kansas 

City Royals. 

 

— And finally, baseball has co-produced with PBS a documentary on Ted Williams for the network’s American Masters 

series. Williams is the first baseball player American Masters has profiled. The documentary, which will premier the week 

after the All-Star Game, will include fresh interviews and new footage. 
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Rockies hit 5 home runs, rout Diamondbacks 19-2. 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | July 11, 2018 
 

DENVER -- The Arizona Diamondbacks preserved their bullpen. Their psyche might have taken a big hit, however. 

 

Arizona's Coors Field dominance ended in a blast of offense by the Colorado Rockies. Carlos Gonzalez hit two homers, 

starter German Marquez also went deep for one of Colorado's five home runs as the Rockies routed Arizona 19-2 on 

Wednesday night. 

 

Gonzalez drove in six runs to help the Rockies end a nine-game home losing streak against the Diamondbacks. They 

scored 12 runs in the first three innings and only a couple of Arizona position players taking the mound settled things 

down. 

 

"We've had trouble against this team, we all know it, so today was good," Nolan Arenado said. 

 

Arizona starter Shelby Miller (0-4) allowed five runs before leaving after the first with right elbow tightness. Miller was 

making his fourth start since returning from Tommy John surgery and was headed back to Phoenix on Wednesday night 

to be evaluated, manager Torey Lovullo said. 

 

"He definitely didn't seem himself," said Alex Avila, who started at catcher and finished the game on the mound. "He was 

kind of struggling to command really anything, noticing him grimacing on occasion when he'd throw a pitch. Obviously 

there was something wrong there." 

 

With the game out of hand, the Diamondbacks turned to second baseman Daniel Descalso and Avila to pitch. Descalso 

tossed 2 2/3 innings in his fifth relief appearance. Avila threw two scoreless innings in his first time pitching since college. 

 

"It's like riding bike," he said. "I wasn't trying to do anything special, just made sure I tired to throw strikes and that's really 

it." 
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Colorado scored seven runs off Jorge De La Rosa and four more off Yoshihisa Hirano to bring on Descalso in the fourth. 

He had retired the first nine batters he faced his career but Arenado greeted him with an RBI single and Gonzalez 

followed with a two-run homer. Descalso was the first position player in franchise history to pitch more than one inning. 

Avila became the second. 

 

Charlie Blackmon and Ian Desmond also homered as Colorado ended a nine-game home losing streak to the 

Diamondbacks. 

 

Marquez (8-8), who pitched six innings, hit his first career home run off Descalso that made it 19-1. 

 

"I happened to make really good contact on that pitch and the ball left the yard," Marquez said. "I'd be lying if I sometimes 

(don't think) I've got to go yard at some point. I'm glad it happened tonight." 

 

The 19 runs were the most this season for Colorado and one short of the franchise best. 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Diamondbacks: Reliever TJ McFarland left the game in the fourth inning with neck tightness. ... Lovullo said OF Jarrod 

Dyson (right groin strain) is dealing with the break up of scar tissue related to his 2017 hernia surgery and said the team 

will keep him off his feet until after the break. 

 

Rockies: RHP Bryan Shaw was activated from the 10-day DL and LHP Jerry Vasto optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque. 

Shaw pitched a scoreless ninth inning in his first appearance since June 23rd. 

 

TWO FOR THE BOOKS 

The Diamondbacks made history by pitching Descalso and Avila tossing multiple innings. The last time it happened was 

when the Philadelphia Phillies did it against the Chicago Cubs on July 22, 1945, according to Elias Sports Bureau. 

 

In addition, Descalso coming on in the fourth inning was the earliest a position player pitched in a game since Sal Bando 

did it for Milwaukee on Aug. 29, 1979, according to Elias. 
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WILD WEEK 

The Diamondbacks will need the upcoming All-Star break to regroup from the last four games. On Saturday they scored 

20 runs to beat San Diego, went 16 innings the next day against the Padres and then allowed 19 runs against Colorado. 

 

"The 20 runs followed by 16-inning game -- I've never seen something like that," Lovullo said. "Our positions players had 

to cover four-plus innings. So it's a weird set of circumstances, but today only counts as one loss." 

 

NERVOUS NOLAN 

Arenado has faced the toughest pitchers in the game with confidence but facing Descalso in the fourth inning was 

stressful for the All-Star third baseman. 

 

"It was awkward, my heart was beating really fast because I didn't want to get out," he said. "It was nice to get a hit." 

 

SALAS RELEASED 

The Diamondbacks released RHP Fernando Salas a few days after designating him for assignment. 

 

UP NEXT 

Diamondbacks left-hander Robbie Ray (3-1, 5.23 ERA) and Rockies lefty Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.18 ERA) will start on 

Thursday. 
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Rockies plate 19 runs in dominant win over Diamondbacks 
 
Aniello Piro | MileHighSports.com | July 11, 2018 
 

Rocky mountain high. 

 

The Colorado Rockies leveled the Arizona Diamondbacks Wednesday night, 19-2. The victory was the most dominant of 

the season for the Rockies who are now 47-45 on the year. 

 

Despite losing, Arizona had a lead early in the game when Paul Goldschmidt launched a solo home run to left field in the 

first inning off of Rockies’ starting pitcher German Marquez. 

 

The Rockies answered quickly as D.J. LeMahieu worked a walk to lead off the bottom of the first inning for Colorado. 

Charlie Blackmon followed with a single which was compounded by an RBI single from Nolan Arenado to tie the game. 

Carlos Gonzalez then grounded into a fielder’s choice, which scored another run for the Rockies. Later in the inning, Ian 

Desmond blasted a three-run home run to push Colorado ahead 5-1 after the first frame. 

 

Outside of the home run he surrendered in the first inning, Marquez was dominant on the mound. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez plated another run for the Rockies in the bottom of the second inning as he grounded into another 

fielder’s choice. Desmond later hit an RBI single to right field. Colorado scored another run in the inning when Jorge De 

La Rosa balked on the mound which forced home another run for the Rox to extend their lead to 9-1. 

 

Colorado did not slow down in the third inning as Blackmon smashed a two-run homer to center field with Gonzalez later 

hitting a solo shot, himself, in the inning. 

 

And it just kept going from there. 

 

The Rockies added more runs in the fourth inning when Marquez helped himself out by hitting an RBI single to score Tony 

Wolters who reached base on a triple. Blackmon then drove home a run with an RBI single, which was duplicated by 

Arenado. Gonzalez then hit another solo home run to make the score 18-1. 
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Marquez put a bow on his night by hitting a solo homer in the fifth inning to score run No. 19 of the game for Colorado. 

Marquez finished with a line of six innings pitched, allowing two runs on five hits while striking out eight batters. He also hit 

a 447 bomb. 

 

Wednesday marked the 8th time in club history Colorado scored 19 or more runs in a game. 

 

Arizona manufactured a run in the 6th inning but were held to six hits total on the evening. 

 

The 19-run performance was one for the record books as LeMahieu, Blackmon, and Gonzalez each scored career-highs 

with four runs each. It was the first time in franchise history that three Rockies scored at least four runs in the same game, 

per Rockies PR. 

 

The Rockies and Diamondbacks will conclude their series Thursday at Coors Field with first pitch set for 1:10 MST. 
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Charlie Blackmon: ‘It’s good to see some of your best players really care about winning’ 
 
Afternoon Drive with Goodman & Shapiro | MileHighSports.com | July 12, 2018 
 

Chuck Nazty is a homegrown superstar. 

 

Colorado Rockies outfielder Charlie Blackmon was named to the 2018 MLB All-Star Game last Sunday, his third selection 

as a professional baseball player. 

 

Blackmon has continued to produce for the Rockies, even through a tough June, (.277 BA, 17 HR, 41 RBI) and has 

become one of the faces of the team over the last couple of seasons. 

 

Speaking to Eric Goodman of Mile High Sports AM 1340 | FM 104.7, Charlie Blackmon says that the recent success of 

the Rockies is due to the team firing on all cylinders. 

 

“We’re doing everything right,” said Blackmon. “I think we’re playing good defense. We’re pitching well. We’re hitting well 

and we’re doing it all at the same time. It was about time we figured it out as a group.” 

 

Recently, Nolan Arenado made some comments about being tired of losing, and Blackmon thinks comments like those 

can elevate the clubhouse. 

 

“I think sometimes it’s good to see that some of your best players really care about winning,” Blackmon continued. “It can 

sometimes have an effect on everybody else and elevate the level of play.” 

 

The Rockies have found a way to win some games late during their hot streak, and Blackmon characterized that as being 

a good team. Colorado is 7-3 in their last ten games. 

 

“I think that’s just characteristic of teams who play good baseball,” said Blackmon. 

 

Colorado is currently in the middle of a three-game series versus the NL West-leading Arizona Diamondbacks and it might 

be the most important series of the year. The Rockies are currently 4.5 GB of Arizona for first place in the West. 
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“I think it’s important because it’s in-division, against a really good team who wants to make the playoffs, also.” Blackmon 

continued. “A win’s a win, but I do think a win against that team is a full game. Because they get the loss. Those are 

important games.” 

 

Blackmon was a legitimate MVP candidate in 2017 and finished fifth in voting for the award. He led the National League 

with a .331 average, recorded a 1.000 OPS, and mashed 37 home runs. Although his 2018 numbers are not quite the 

same, he was still named to his third career All-Star game. 

 

Click here to listen to the full interview with Charlie Blackmon, including what he had to say about his Colorado’s recent 

success and their push for the postseason. 
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Rockies fall one run short of franchise record, absolutely embarrass Diamondbacks 
 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | July 11, 2018 
  

DENVER – The Colorado Rockies, apparently, were not especially thrilled with being asked incessantly after Tuesday’s 

night’s frustrating late loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks about their then nine-game home losing streak against their 

division rivals. 

 

Unleashing those frustrations in a fury of firepower, the home team scored 19 runs on 19 hits on Wednesday night, 

completely dismantling the Diamondbacks from beginning to end in what had to feel pretty cathartic for the home club. 

 

It was the eighth time in team history that the Rockies have scored 19 or more runs. The last time was September 25, 

2011. They fell just one run short of their franchise record of 20 runs in a game, which they’ve accomplished three times. 

 

German Marquez did more than enough with a quality start, quietly working quick innings in between offensive outbursts. 

 

It began, after Paul Goldschmidt briefly put the Diamondbacks ahead—yes Arizona held a lead in this game—with a solo 

homer in the first, by the Rockies responding with five of their own. 

 

Jumping all over Shelby Miller who has struggled in his career at Coors and against the Rockies in general, DJ LeMahieu 

led off with a walk before Charlie Blackmon and Nolan Arenado hit back-to-back singles to tie the game. Carlos Gonzalez 

then hit into a force out, beating the relay on a double-play attempt, scoring a second run. 

 

Trevor Story struck out for the second out but Gerardo Parra drew a walk to keep the pressure on. That set the stage for a 

big home run from Ian Desmond that really began the opening of the floodgates. It was his 18th home run of the season. 

 

Miller was able to retire his counterpart to end the inning but that would also be the end of his night, being announced 

later to have experienced right-elbow tightness. 
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The Diamondbacks called upon the best pitcher in Coors Field history, Jorge De La Rosa, who didn’t fare much better. 

LeMahieu singled and Blackmon walked this time before Arenado loaded the bases with a free pass of his own. For the 

second-straight at-bat, CarGo plated a run while making a force out at second and beating the relay throw at first. 

 

Story struck out again and Parra walked again in another set up for Desmond who once again delivered with a solid single 

to right, scoring two more. That gave Desmond five RBI in the game and 54 on the year. 

 

De La Rosa balked in Parra before finally getting Tony Wolters on strikes. 

 

LeMahieu got things fired right back up in the third on a double down the left-field line that preceded Blackmon’s 18th 

homer of the season on a deep shot to center. Arenado ground out but CarGo, with nobody aboard to get the force-out 

RBI, launched one of his own over the left-center field wall, his ninth home run of the season. 

 

Things got officially crazy in just the fourth inning when position player Daniel Descalso came on to pitch for Arizona. That 

is the earliest any true position player has pitched in a game since the Brewers’ Sal Bando on August 29, 1979 who also 

came on in the fourth. 

 

Things did not work out so well for the former-Rockie. He inherited a tough spot from Yoshihisa Hirano who surrendered a 

triple to Wolters (Tony Three-Bags) an RBI single to Marquez, a ground-rule double to LeMahieu, and a single to 

Blackmon. 

 

Descalso had Arenado first, no easy task, and got away with just an opposite-field single. But Gonzalez made sure he 

wasn’t so lucky against him, smashing his second consecutive home run. 

 

Marquez went yard off of Descalso in the fifth, becoming the first Rockies’ pitcher of the season to homer, and giving his 

club a staggering 19-1 lead. It was a no-doubt shot, too, going 447 feet. 

 

Alex Avila became the second position player to pitch for the Diamondbacks and to mucb better results, though obviously 

the game was well decided by that point. 

 



    

48 
 

Colorado improved to 47-45 and pulled to 3.5 games back of these Diamondbacks for first place in the NL West. 

 

FINAL STATS: 

German Marquez: 6 IP, 5 H, 2 ER, 2 BB, 8 K 

Yency Almonte: 2 IP, 1 H, 0 ER, 0 BB, 0 K 

Bryan Shaw: 1 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 1 BB, 1 K 

Charlie Blackmon: 3-for-3, 4 R, 3 RBI, BB HR (18) 

DJ LeMahieu: 3-for-5, 4 R, 1 BB 

Nolan Arenado: 2-for-3, 1 R, 2 RBI, 1 BB 

Carlos Gonzalez: 2-for-5, 4 R, 6 RBI 

Ian Desmond: 3-for-5, 1 R, 5 RBI 

 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies try to win their fourth straight series on Thursday afternoon. Kyle Freeland faces off against Robbie Ray. 

First pitch at 1:10 Mountain Time. 
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Thursday Stats Watch: Pitching In on Wednesday Night 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 11, 2018 
 

Three innings into the Rockies-Diamondbacks game at Coors Field on Wednesday night, the D-Backs already had lost 

two pitchers to injuries. Starter Shelby Miller, who only pitched one inning, was a serious enough concern that he was on 

a late flight back to Phoenix so he can have his left elbow examined today. 

 

So with one out in the fourth, and the Rockies already leading 13-1, manager Torey Lovullo decided to bit the bullet and 

called on Daniel Descalso and Alex Avila to work the final 4 2/3 innings in what became a 19-2 Rockies victory, snapping 

the Diamondbacks nine-game winning streak at Coors Field. 

 

Descalso became the first non-pitcher to be called into a game as early as the fourth inning since Sal Bando came on in 

the fourth inning for the Brewers at the Royals on Aug. 29, 1979. Bando worked three innings, giving up two runs in what 

was an 18-8 loss. 

 

Descalso worked 2 2/3 innings, the first non-pitcher to work more than one inning since Jose Oquendo of the Cardinals 

pitched four innings against the Braves on May 14, 1988. 

 

Descalso and Avila's appearances were the 10th and 11th time a position player has pitched for the Diamdonbacks, and 

the fourth time for Descalso. 

 

MOUND MATTERS: D-BACKS PITCHING IN 

D-Backs Date Opp W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 

Alex Avila 7/11/2018 Col 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Jeff Cirillo 8/20/2007 Mil 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 

Daniel Descalso 8/1/2017 ChC 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Daniel Descalso 8/20/2017 Min 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Daniel Descalso 5/4/2018 Hou 0 0 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 1 
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D-Backs Date Opp W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 

Daniel Descalso 7/11/2018 Col 0 0 2.2 4 3 3 2 1 1 

Steve Finley 8/30/2001 SF 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Mark Grace 9/2/2002 LA 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 

Jeff Mathis 7/8/2018 SD 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 

Augie Ojeda 8/14/2007 Fla 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Josh Wilson 5/11/2009 Cin 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 

 

Brent Mayne, who became the first position player to appear on the mound for the Rockies, worked one inning against the 

Braves on Aug. 22, 2000, and picked up the extra-inning victory. Todd Zeile is the other Rockies position player to appear 

in a game, working one inning on Sept. 14, 2002 in a 16-3 loss to the Dodgers. 

 

ROCKIES DOUBLE DUTY 

Rockies Date Opp W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 

Brent Mayne 8/22/2000 Atl 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Todd Zeile 9/14/2002 LA 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

 

With the victory the Rockies are 47-45, in fourth place in the NL West, 3 1/2 games behind the division-leading 

Diamondbacks. The 47-45 record equals sixth best record in Rockies history at the 92-game mark. Three of the four 

better starts resulted in the Rockies going to the post-season. They were 46-46 after 92 games en route to the only World 

Series appearance in franchise history in 2007. 

 

Year W L PCT. RS RA Diff Season Finish Postseason 

2017 52 40 0.565 463 433 30 87-75 3 Wildcard 

1995 51 41 0.554 504 489 15 77-67 2 Wildcard 

2009 50 42 0.543 464 413 51 92-70 2 Wildcard 
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Year W L PCT. RS RA Diff Season Finish Postseason 

2010 50 42 0.543 442 405 37 83-79 3  

1996 48 44 0.522 565 563 2 83-79 3  

2018 47 45 0.511 444 456 -12 TBD TBD  

2000 47 45 0.511 572 538 34 82-80 4  

2003 46 46 0.5 498 498 0 74-88 4  

2007 46 46 0.5 452 458 -6 90-73 2 NL Pennant 

1994 44 48 0.478 468 501 -33 53-64 3  

1997 44 48 0.478 530 536 -6 83-79 3  

2006 44 48 0.478 426 423 3 76-86 4  

2011 44 48 0.478 407 410 -3 73-89 4  

2013 44 48 0.478 419 417 2 74-88 5  

TRACY RINGOLSBYJULY 12, 2018 

 

 

  

https://www.insidetheseams.com/all-things-rockies/?author=5a71c3215ce3504cec956919
https://www.insidetheseams.com/sams-no-3
https://www.insidetheseams.com/sams-no-3
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Bettis Blister Flares Up; Rockies in a "Gray" Area for Saturday Starter 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 12, 2018 
 

Chad Bettis was looking forward to a bullpen session on Wednesday, hoping that the blister on the middle finger of his 

right hand had calmed down and he could get ready to return to the Rockies rotation,. 

 

Not so quick. 

 

Between 30 and 35 pitches into his throwing session, the blister, which is under a callus, flared up. 

The side session came to an end. 

 

The discussion on who will step into the rotation when the Rockies need a fifth starter on Saturday began. 

The odds are Jon Gray will get recalled from Triple-A Albuquerque and get the nod. 

 

Gray has made two starts since his June 30 assignment to Albuquerque, the Rockies hoping he could find keys to 

consistency that had been missing in the first three months of the seasons. Gray was either dominating or dominated. 

In two starts at Albuquerque, Gray is 1-0 with a 3.38 ERA.  

 

The other options could be a recall of Jeff Hoffman, but his work has been limited, and he is just getting back into the 

Isotopes rotation after a stint with the big-league team working out of the bullpen, or go with a bullpen day. The concern is 

the game got out of hand, and the Rockies did not have necessary relief help for Sunday's final game before the All-Star 

Break. 

 

NO GRAY AREA 

Wins             

Date Opponent  W L ERA IP H R ER HR BB SO 

4/4/2018 @SD W 5-2 1 0 0 7 4 0 0 0 0 7 

4/25/2018 SD W 5-2 1 0 0 6 3 0 0 0 1 11 
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Wins             

5/1/2018 @ChC W 3-1 1 0 0.45 7 3 1 1 1 1 6 

5/8/2018 LAA W 4-2 1 0 0.33 7 4 0 0 0 1 8 

5/25/2018 Cin W 5-4 1 0 1.36 6 6 4 4 1 3 8 

6/6/2018 @Cin W 6-3 1 0 1.89 5 7 3 3 0 3 5 

6/22/2018 Mia W 11-3 1 0 1.8 7 8 1 1 1 0 12 

   W L ERA INN H R ER HR BB SO 

Totals   7 0 1.8 45 35 9 9 3 9 57 

             
Non-Wins             

Date Opponent  W L ERA IP H R ER HR BB SO 

3/29/2018 @Ari L 8-2 0 1 6.75 4 6 3 3 0 3 4 

4/9/2018 SD L 7-6 0 1 5.63 5 10 7 7 2 1 6 

4/14/2018 @Was L 6-2 0 1 6.23 5.2 8 5 5 1 1 6 

4/20/2018 ChC L 16-5 0 1 7.09 5 8 7 6 1 3 1 

5/13/2018 Mil L 7-3 0 1 4.85 5.1 10 6 6 1 1 10 

5/19/2018 @SF L 9-4 0 1 5.34 3.2 9 5 5 0 1 4 

5/30/2018 SF L 7-4 0 0 5.68 3.1 6 4 4 0 3 5 

6/12/2018 @Phi L 5-4 0 1 5.68 6 3 4 4 1 4 10 

6/17/2018 @Tex L 13-12 0 0 5.89 5 6 6 5 1 1 9 

6/28/2018 @SF W 9-8 0 0 5.77 4 7 5 5 1 2 7 

   W L ERA INN H R ER HR BB IBB 

Totals Team 1-9   0 7 5.77 47 73 52 50 8 20 62 
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The Isotopes have had the past three nights off because of the Triple-A All-Star Game. Gray last pitched on Sunday, 

which, if he does get called up to start on Saturday, would mean he had five full days off between starts. 

 

Bettis was an early feel-good story for the Rockies. Limited last season after a battle with testicular cancer, he showed up 

at spring training this year in shape and ready to complete. 

 

He dominated in his first five starts, but after that it was a struggle, due at least in some part to the blister situation, 

although the blister did not become a public issue until his eighth start of the season, at Dodger Stadium. It appeared to 

calm down, but it flared up again, when he pitched against the Dodgers at Dodger Stadium on July 1, after which he was 

placed on the disabled list. 

 

The Tale of Two Season (Segments) 

Date Opponent  W L ERA GS IP H R ER HR BB SO 

4/2/2018 @SD W 7-4 1 0 3.6 1 5 5 2 2 1 4 4 

4/7/2018 Atl W 3-2 0 0 2.53 1 5.2 4 1 1 0 2 3 

4/12/2018 @Was W 5-1 1 0 2.04 1 7 3 1 1 1 2 5 

4/17/2018 @Pit W 2-0 1 0 1.44 1 7.1 5 0 0 0 2 3 

4/23/2018 SD L 13-5 0 0 2.4 1 5 5 4 4 1 2 5 

4/29/2018 @Mia L 3-0 0 1 2.43 1 7 4 2 2 1 1 5 

5/5/2018 @NYM W 2-0 1 0 2.05 1 7 6 0 0 0 1 2 

Totals  Team: 5-2 4 1 2.05 7 44 32 10 10 4 14 27 

              
Date Opponent  W L ERA GS IP H R ER HR BB SO 

5/11/2018 Mil L 11-10 0 0 12.6 1 5 10 7 7 1 3 3 

5/17/2018 @SF W 5-3 0 0 8.18 1 6 5 3 3 1 2 5 

5/22/2018 @LAD L 5-3 0 0 6.75 1 5 3 2 2 0 3 4 
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Date Opponent  W L ERA GS IP H R ER HR BB SO 

5/28/2018 SF W 6-5 0 0 6.95 1 6 10 5 5 1 0 2 

6/3/2018 LAD L 10-7 0 0 7.16 1 5.2 7 5 5 2 0 6 

6/9/2018 Ari L 12-7 0 0 7.67 1 4 5 5 5 3 2 6 

6/15/2018 @Tex W 9-5 1 0 7.71 1 5.2 6 5 5 2 3 6 

6/20/2018 NYM W 10-8 0 0 8.57 1 4.2 9 8 8 0 5 4 

6/26/2018 @SF L 3-2 0 0 7.82 1 6.1 6 2 2 1 4 4 

7/1/2018 @LAD L 6-4 0 0 7.71 1 3 2 2 2 0 2 2 

   W L ERA GS INN H R ER HR BB SO 

Totals Team 4-6   1 0 7.71 10 51.1 63 44 44 11 24 42 
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Are you a Kyle Freeland guy? Colorado Rockies pitcher turning into hometown hero 
 
Paul Klee | TheGazette.com | July 11, 2018 
   

DENVER • Hi. My name is Paul, and I’m a Kyle Freeland guy. 

 

Anyone else? 

 

“I’m a huge Kyle Freeland guy,” Nolan Arenado proclaimed. “Big time!” 

 

The exclamation point is necessary. The best third baseman in baseball is directing the bandwagon. Yes, I asked around 

the Coors Field clubhouse on Wednesday and two opinions were unanimous: the Rockies are Kyle Freeland guys and the 

Dodgers ski in jeans. 

 

OK, the second one is fake news. But Kyle “The Mayor” Freeland is the real deal, and he’s bringing a Colorado army with 

him. The local lefty is on the mound at Coors Field for a Thursday matinee against the Diamondbacks. 

 

The rest of the time he’s on Cloud Nine. 

 

Dude’s living the Colorado dream, you know. Thomas Jefferson grad. The Front Range tattooed down his right forearm, 

“303” on his biceps. Shoot, I can’t attend a high school reunion these days without old friends talking up Freeland like he’s 

Chauncey Billups or something. The ace of the Rockies’ pitching staff — it’s true! — is so Colorado his No. 31 jersey 

should read “Native.” His heater comes with green chile. His slider leans left. His change-up makes hitters look high. 

 

We’re a World Series parade away from being Kylerado. 

 

It would be enough to consider another statue on the corner of 20th and Blake just for his local pedigree alone. But that’s 

not enough for Freeland. At 25 years old and with a heat map that paints the edges of home plate, Freeland has owned 

Coors Field unlike any pitcher who’s thrown for the Rockies. That’s not a stretch, either. Among Rockies pitchers with a 

least 10 starts, Freeland owns a 3.44 ERA at Coors Field. Tyler Anderson (3.60) and Ubaldo Jimenez (3.67) trail him. No 

one’s been better. 
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There’s a whole chapter in the unwritten rules of baseball that says Coors Field batters should be penalized by the hitter-

friendly ballpark but Coors Field pitchers shouldn’t get a boost the other way. Their logic defies logic. Freeland’s 4.1 WAR 

(wins above replacement) ranks fourth among National League pitchers. The men ahead of him? Front-runners for the Cy 

Young award: Aaron Nola, Jacob deGrom and Max Scherzer. Not sayin’, just sayin’. 

 

On behalf of Kyle Freeland guys everywhere (it should be understood that includes ladies, since Lord knows his female 

fans might outnumber the dudes), we must know: Why wasn’t our guy selected to join Arenado, Charlie Blackmon and 

Trevor Story at next week’s All-Star Game? 

 

“Yeah, I was a little disappointed. I was. But I was honored to have my name in the mix of some of the best players in the 

world,” Freeland said. “I was bummed when I heard, but I’m not playing this game to be in an All-Star Game. I’m playing 

to win a World Series.” 

 

Swoon. 

 

Is Freeland going to toss out a 2.89 ERA at Coors Field every year? I’m guessing not, since his current mark would be the 

best we’ve seen in a season at Coors. But I’m also guessing if there’s a guy who thrives at Coors, it’s a guy who isn’t 

scared of Coors. After 1.5 seasons in the local spotlight, do you get the impression Freeland is scared of his own 

backyard? 

 

“How competitive he is sets him apart from the rest of the pack. It doesn’t matter if he has his best stuff or his worst stuff, 

he competes,” said his catcher, Chris Iannetta. 

 

True story: on Wednesday nights in the spring and fall, Freeland serves as the third base coach for a beer-league softball 

team. 

 

It’s a bunch of buddies he grew up with. Not to blow his cover — he doesn’t care anyway — but they play on the Kennedy 

Park Ballfields off Interstate 225. The Rockies’ top starter wears street clothes. One time the umpire noticed, but no one 

bothers him as Kyle Freeland. And if there’s a double in the gap with a man on first, he’s sending him home. The Rox did. 
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“I’ve kind of dreamed of this since Day 1, since they drafted me,” Freeland said. “What a rare opportunity I have to be a 

Rockies first-round pick and debut for a team I grew up watching as a kid. I want to make the best of every opportunity. 

There’s no place I’d rather do it than here. 

 

“You want to stay close to your roots, and I’ve got some great people behind me,” he said. 

 

Yeah, we’ve heard. “Free’s World” is over in Section 146. You can hear those rowdies in Salida. 

 

“He’s the man here,” Arenado said. 

 

The baseball part is cool, but it’s not what turned us into Kyle Freeland guys. This did: my friends Andy Draayer and Mark 

Jansen have six awesome little kids between them. One, bless their wives. Two, as Andy said, “When we play whiffle ball 

in the backyard, they call themselves Kyle Freeland.” 

 

They’re Kyle Freeland guys. 
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This was a fun one 
 
Eric Garcia McKinley | PurpleRow.com | July 11, 2018 
 

Summarizing a game like Wednesday night’s game is basically deciding on which weird thing to focus on. Is it the catcher 

playing second, or the catcher playing third? Is it the 18 runs the Rockies scored in the first four innings, or is it the fact 

that a position player was already pitching for the Diamondbacks in the fourth inning? Really though, the decision is pretty 

easy for this one. 

 

In the Rockies 19-2 win over the Diamondbacks, the weirdest and most memorable thing to happen was starting pitcher 

German Márquez hitting a roughy 440 home run off of utility infielder Daniel Descalso. That solo home run gave the 

Rockies their 19th run. Fittingly, Márquez’s smirk of disbelief was only matched by Descalso’s. Baseball really is a great 

thing, even when it seems like it should be anything but. 
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Fine pitching 

The home run was the highlight, but Márquez also pitched a solid game. In six solid innings, he struck out eight batters, 

walked two, and gave up two runs. It was a great start, though it was obviously overshadowed by the fact that the Rockies 

were up by 17 when he left the game. 

 

Daniel Desclaso, despite giving up the home run, pitched pretty admirably. So did catcher Alex Avila. Those two position 

players gave up 3 runs in 42⁄3 innings. Compare that to the 16 runs the actual pitchers gave up in the other 31⁄3 innings. 

Sure, the Rockies had basically stopped trying at some point, but it’s still a marvel. 

 

Up next 

Tomorrow’s rubber match between the Rockies and Diamondbacks will see Kyle Freeland start against Robbie Ray. First 

pitch is scheduled for 1:10 MT. 

  



    

61 
 

Colorado Rockies: Kyle Freeland deserves to be an All-Star 
 
Logan Whaley | RoxPile.com | July 11, 2018 
 

The 25-year-old Colorado Rockies left-hander is in only his second season. While there have been some growing pains, 

Kyle Freeland is proving his worth and is deserving of an All-Star selection. 

 

Heading into this season, there were admirably high hopes for Freeland. After impressively working his way through the 

Colorado Rockies system over the past couple of years, Freeland finally arrived at the Show last season. As a rookie, 

pitching in Coors Field, he did not disappoint. 

 

Freeland started 28 games for the Rockies in 2017, finishing with a more-than-respectable 4.10 ERA. Despite his 11-11 

finish, Freeland also posted an exceptionally productive 2.0 WAR as he was more valuable as a rookie than many 

veterans. 

 

A new season brought with it fresh and increased hopes for the sophomore starter. Thus far, it is safe to say that Freeland 

has more than stepped up in a huge way. It is also safe to say that Freeland is Colorado’s best pitcher to this point in the 

season … and it is not close. 

 

Building on consistency 

Ace Jon Gray has struggled mightily for the Rockies this season. It is an unfortunate reality. However, not all who wander 

are lost. For Freeland, this meant allowing himself to further increase his confidence and ability in developing into a 

frontline starting pitcher. 

 

According to Fangraphs, Freeland has posted a near top-30 finish in the first half of the season in terms of overall value. 

Freeland currently has a 1.6 WAR through his first 18 starts of the regular season. 

 

Freeland’s strikeout percentage is up nearly four percent, from 15.6% last season to 19.4% this season. His walk 

percentage has also seen a decrease from 9.2% to 8.2%. Freeland is also allowing a lower batting average against him, 

as hitters are batting a lowly .232. His BABIP has also seen a decrease, down to an impressive .265. 
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One reason for Freeland’s more consistent approach this season is that he is allowing less pull on the ball, and making 

more pitches to cause hitters towards center field. While not a huge decrease, Freeland’s Pull% is down nearly 3% while 

his Cent% is up 6.5%. It could prove to be a cause for a dip in the number of home runs he has allowed. Freeland’s hard 

contact percentage is also down from last season. In 2017, he allowed hard% at over a 30 percent rate. Now, it is under 

the 30 percent threshold. 

 

Freeland’s pitch repertoire could be playing a significant role as the difference-maker. He is relying on his fastball less 

while doubling his changeup usage and increasing the utilization of both his slider and cutter. Throwing his changeup 

more has allowed that hard contact percentage to go down, allowing Freeland to continue to build on his overall 

effectiveness. 

 

Home is where the heart is 

Maybe it is because Freeland was born and raised in Denver, growing up a Rockies fan, but he has figured out the 

difficulties of pitching in Coors at altitude. So far in 2018, Freeland is generating an insane 2.89 ERA at home. In his 43.2 

innings pitched, Freeland has also given up just seven home runs. 

 

In his career pitching in Coors, spanning 130.2 total innings, Freeland has a 3.44 ERA with an HR/9 of just 0.96 and a 

BABIP of just .282, which, all things considered, makes it a very successful first couple years pitching at the mile-high 

altitude. 

 

His road splits are still impressive, however. Last season, Freeland struggled mightily on the road finishing with a 4.45 

ERA. This season, in his 66.2 innings pitched on the road, Freeland has greatly decreased the road ERA to 3.38. He is 

allowing a .244 average on the road, and just six home runs. Freeland’s wOBA may be the most impressive as he has 

lowered it from .363 in 2017 to .291 in 2018. Kyle Freeland prefers the thin Rocky Mountain air in tackling his challenges. 

 

The Colorado Rockies currently sit only a handful of games behind the first-place Arizona Diamondbacks. While there 

have been moments of grandeur, the team continues to struggle in specific areas, mainly the bullpen. 
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For Freeland and the Rockies, it is incredibly important to continue building on his strong first half and come exploding out 

of the gates on his way to a strong finish. Freeland is just 25 years old, and, since Gray is currently focusing on things at 

Triple-A, it would be simple to claim that Freeland has undoubtedly been a consistent driven leader in the rotation. 

 

If Freeland can continue to develop his changeup and slider effectively and rely less on his fastball, this season will only 

become stronger for the young lefty. It certainly is shaping up to be a great sophomore season for the Denver native, and 

one that should have included an invitation to our nation’s capital for the All-Star Game. Nevertheless, Kyle Freeland is a 

fresh young talent and giving the Rockies something to be very excited about moving toward the future. 
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Colorado Rockies: Unpacking what the hell happened at Coors on Wednesday 
 
Jake Shapiro | RoxPile.com | July 11, 2018 
 

DENVER – German Marquez hit a home run off of Daniel Descalso. Read that sentence a couple of times. I mean, it 

makes sense. Like the sentence is structured correctly, there are clauses, a direct object, indirect one, a verb and a 

punctuation mark. The sentence is fine. 

 

In terms of baseball, it’s certainly possible—like in the same way me going on a hike on Sunday morning is possible—but 

it’s wrong. 

 

You have a pitcher who has never homered, hit his first career dinger—a 447 foot blast mind you—off of journeyman 

middle infielder. 

 

This was the Colorado Rockies 19-2 win over the Arizona Diamondbacks. It was the dog days of baseball taken to its 

most extreme. 

 

They say, you’ll see something new every time you show up to the yard. This saying really took hold at Coors Field when 

D-Backs’ manager Torey Lovullo played his infield in to cut off a run at the plate during the fourth inning where his club 

was down 12. That sentence didn’t really make sense either, neither does the next one. Lovullo pinched hit for his pitcher 

in the top of the second inning with another one of his pitchers. 

 

If 3-2 is a good baseball game, this was aesthetically horrible. It was funny and stupid and delightful and beautiful, but in 

the same way that crashing your 2006 Mustang overnight on I-70 in the 106 mile stretch of eastern Utah without any gas 

stations just so you can wake up to the sun rising over the Green River Canyon is. 

 

I’ve never seen anything like it, you will probably never see anything like it again. 

 

“I don’t know what to think about some of it,” All-Star Charlie Blackmon said about the game. 

 

Catchers pitched, played first, second, third and caught. 
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A second baseman was a better pitcher than four actual pitchers. 

 

The Rockies didn’t bat around despite scoring 18 runs in four innings, a MLB record for that many runs that early. 

 

10th year veteran catcher Alex Avila threw a four pitch inning and set down five straight Colorado batters in his first career 

pitching performance. 

 

The D-Backs who lost by 17, actually led the game at one point. 

 

All-Star Trevor Story struck out on a 68 mph slider (I could throw that my Sophomore year of high school.) 

 

I could just keep listing things but that’s rather horrible writing and uninteresting. I guess from the D-Backs perspective, 

that would be an apt way of putting a game where your nine guys lost by 17 and two pitchers went down with injuries. 

 

“These are tough games when you’re on the other side,” Bud Black said. 

 

They call these games in baseball “laughers.” Despite being down a couple touchdowns in a sport where you can only 

score four at a time at best, even Descalso was laughing. 

 

“Honestly, I was more nervous for that at-bat then I’ve been in a long time,” Nolan Arenado remembered when his former 

infield mate of two seasons stepped to the mound to face him. Arenado would hit a RBI single off Descalso. “He was 

smiling at me… we’re texting right now about it. My heart was beating pretty fast because I knew I’d hear from him.” 

 

There’s nothing more to do than laugh like Descalso did—several times—during his two-and-two-thirds innings of work 

(the most by a non-pitcher dating back to 1998). It was also the earliest a position player worked from the hill since Sal 

Bando on August 29,1979 in the Brewers’ 18-8 loss to the Royals. 

 

Using a position player on the mound that early is the same strategy a 22-year-old frat boy has about binge drinking: 

“might as well. I’m going to die anyway someday.” 
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But in baseball, sometimes, you have to play for tomorrow, today, while today is still happening. This happens all the time 

in the ninth inning, but that fourth… 

 

That’s baseball pushed to its extremes. It occurs sometimes—rarely—and it’s dumb and brilliant and we love it because 

it’s naughty. 

 

We love seeing position players pitch. Maybe because we like seeing the best get humbled, maybe because we laugh 

and say, “that’s not supposed to be like that.” Or maybe because it makes it feel like for a brief moment, that we could be 

out there, striking out All-Stars on pitches below the speed limit on I-25 south of C-470. 

 

D-Backs’ fans have been spoiled to see their club explore this fetish twice in their past three games. Quite honestly, it’s 

one of the only things that can give you an un-ironic laugh in a loss. 

 

Oh yeah, about Marquez’s home run off Daniel Descalso. It was the first time a pitcher homered off a position player since 

June 23, 1986, when Mike LaCoss did it off of Dane Iorg. LaCoss tossed a complete game allowing only three hits and a 

run in the Giants 18-1 shellacking of the Padres. LaCoss’s catcher that day? None other than Bob Brenly, who just 

happened to be broadcasting tonight’s game in the visiting TV booth. 
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Colorado Rockies injury news: David Dahl on track for quick return? 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | July 11, 2018 
 

On Wednesday afternoon, Colorado Rockies outfielder David Dahl took batting practice at Coors Field for the first time 

since going on the disabled list on June 1 with a broken foot. 

 

The timeline for Dahl’s return was estimated to be six to eight weeks so Dahl is in the early part of that timeline. That’s 

good news for Rockies fans who are anxious for his return. Batting, running and being able to do it with no pain, as the 

24-year-old Dahl told Rox Pile and other media members after his batting session, is key. 

 

“Feels good. I’m excited. Hopefully I can keep progressing and be back soon,” Dahl said. “I think I’m progressing a little 

faster than what we thought. I think this week’s big just to see how I do the rest of the week and go from there.” 

 

Dahl headed to Arizona and the Rockies spring training complex right after being placed on the disabled list and did what 

work he could while the broken foot healed. 

 

“Worked hard. Tried to lift. Eat healthy. Do what I can to get some weight back,” Dahl said. “I’m excited.” 

 

An MRI showed that Dahl’s foot was well enough to begin batting and working out and Dahl wasted little time getting back 

in the cage. 

  

David Dahl 

@ddahl21 

 Missed that sound � 

 

Wednesday, however, was big because it was his first time hitting at Coors Field, a place he said he hopes to return to 

within a matter of days rather than weeks. 

 

“Once they go on the All-Star break, maybe finish in Albuquerque, finish the last couple of steps. Then hopefully I’ll be 

right there,” Dahl said. 
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Dahl was hitting .275 in 91 at-bats with four homers and 13 RBI before fouling a ball off the top of his foot on May 30 

against the San Francisco Giants, causing the break. Dahl was hitting .350 in his final seven games before being injured, 

with six of his 13 RBI coming during that stretch. 

 

 “I was feeling good before I got hurt. That’s the hope, to pick up where I left off,” Dahl said. “I just have to get some at-

bats and play.” 
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Rockies, Indians help break MLB record 
 
Alec Brzezinski | SportingNews.com | Jul. 11, 2018 
 

Rockies and Indians fans enjoyed offensive bonanzas Wednesday, as their two teams helped break an MLB record. 

 

Cleveland jumped on the Reds with an early 17-0 lead through four innings, ultimately winning the game, 19-4. Colorado 

led the Diamondbacks 18-1 through four innings. 

 

Before Wednesday's action, there had never been a day in MLB history that saw multiple teams with at least a 17-run lead 

through four innings. 

 

The two teams' 17-run lead also became the largest by any team in the first four innings of a game over the last 10 

seasons. (Mariners led Rangers 17-0 May 30, 2012). 

 

During the Indians game, Jose Ramirez hit his 26th and 27th home runs of this season, which is the most by a switch 

hitter before the All-Star Break since Lance Berkman hit 29 in 2002. The only other switch hitter with at least 26 home 

runs before the All-Star Break was Mickey Mantle in 1956 and 1961). 


