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Cubs.com 
Zobrist (back) slated for spring debut Tuesday 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Ben Zobrist will finally get in a game, starting Tuesday when the Cubs play host to 
the Dodgers. He's been sidelined as a precautionary measure after reporting to Arizona with some back 
issues. 
 
"The last hurdle is running the bases for the second time," Zobrist said Sunday. "Once that's done, then 
I'm full go. They're just going to let me start with a home game. If a home game was Monday, I'd 
probably play Monday. I'm excited to get back out there." 
 
In other injury news, reliever Pedro Strop, who has been out with a sore left calf, also was getting close 
to pitching in a game. 
 
• A fifth Cubs player made a $10,000 donation to manager Joe Maddon's Respect Bald event, raising the 
total raised from players and fan donations to $93,000. Several Cubs players got their heads shaved 
Saturday as part of the event to raise money in the battle against pediatric cancer, including Zobrist, 
Anthony Rizzo, Kyle Schwarber, Brian Duensing, Adbert Alzolay, Justin Wilson, Charcer Burks, Eddie 
Butler and Chesney Young. 
 
"I was blown away by the generosity of our players and the participation in the event," Maddon said 
Sunday, sporting a new shaved head as well. 
 
D-backs 2, Cubs 0 
The Cubs totaled two hits in a loss to the D-backs in front of 13,782 fans. Jon Lester took the loss, serving 
up a solo homer to Nick Ahmed in the second. 
 
Lester threw 25 pitches in the first inning, including 16 to Paul Goldschmidt and Jake Lamb combined. 
Both drew walks. Lester got some revenge in the third when he struck out both Goldschmidt and Lamb, 
and was then lifted after throwing 53 pitches. 
 
Wilson sharp this spring 
Wilson has given up one hit over two innings in two outings, striking out two and walking none. Maddon 
has seen a difference in the lefty, whom the Cubs acquired last July and struggled with the team. He had 
a 2.68 ERA in 42 games with the Tigers but posted a 5.09 ERA in 23 games with the Cubs. 
 
"First of all, he's much calmer about the whole thing," Maddon said. "He looks more at ease on the 
mound like he had in the past. Coming over when he did, it probably thrust him into a position or 
situation that didn't play well early. Right now, he's doing this the right way. His delivery looks great, the 
adjustment he makes when he gets off-kilter, I anticipate he's going to maintain." 
 
Bote impressing Maddon 
Infielder David Bote is opening some eyes in camp. 
 
"He's a perfect example of an under-the-radar guy," Maddon said of Bote, an 18th-round pick in 2012 
who batted .272 at Double-A Tennessee last season. "He's got great tools. I didn't know he could play 
third base that well. 
 
"On top of all of that, if you say 'David Bote' very quickly, it sounds like 'David Bowie,' so I'm encouraging 
him to use 'Rebel, Rebel' as his walk-up music," Maddon said. 



 

 
Whatever works. 
 
Camp battles 
Jason Heyward led off for the second time this spring Sunday and went 0-for-3. It's part of Maddon's 
auditions for the leadoff job. Albert Almora Jr., who also has led off this spring, batted sixth and 
remained hitless. 
 
What's next 
Kyle Hendricks will make his second Cactus League start Monday at 2:10 p.m. CT, when the Cubs travel 
to Scottsdale, Ariz., to face the Rockies. In his first outing, Hendricks gave up two unearned runs on one 
hit -- a home run -- over two innings. The game will be broadcast exclusively on a live audio webcast on 
cubs.com. 
 
New closer Brandon Morrow was expected to make his Cubs debut Tuesday. Because Morrow pitched 
an extra month last year with the Dodgers going to the World Series, the Cubs decided to take a 
cautious approach this spring. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Lester trying 'Jordan-to-Pippen bounce' to 1st 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The Cubs' Jon Lester is trying a new Chicago Bulls-themed approach to deal with his 
struggles to throw to first base. 
 
"In the words of [coach Brian Butterfield], we're going to use the Jordan-to-Pippen bounce," Lester said 
Sunday, referring to Bulls legends Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen. "I don't care what it looks like, I 
don't care if it bounces 72 times over there, an out's an out." 
 
Lester and Butterfield, one of the new coaches on the Cubs' staff this year, have been practicing on the 
back fields, and Lester got to test it in-game in the third inning of Sunday's 2-0 loss when Arizona's David 
Peralta hit a comebacker. Lester threw a two-hopper to first baseman Efren Navarro, who couldn't 
scoop up the ball, which skipped into foul territory for an error on Lester. 
 
In the past, when Lester fielded a comebacker, he would often throw underhand to the first baseman. 
That's what he was taught in Class A ball. 
 
"I think the big thing with 'Butter' is he's trying to make that next step for me, so with the bunt, I don't 
have to rely on [third baseman Kris Bryant] to run in 30 feet to field the ball or [catcher Willson 
Contreras] to make an unbelievable play. It's so I can get the ball and get it over to [first baseman 
Anthony Rizzo] and get an out." 
 
Navarro hasn't been working with Lester and Butterfield, so he appeared to be caught off guard on the 
play. If Lester can make this work, he doesn't care what it looks like, just like a batter who is credited 
with a base hit on a blooper. 
 
Lester's difficulties throwing to first have been well documented. Other teams have exploited it. Last 
year, he was tied with teammate Jake Arrieta for third in the National League with 19 stolen bases 



 

against. It's an improvement from his first season with the Cubs when there were 44 stolen bases in 
Lester's 32 starts. No offense to David Ross, but a key reason for the better numbers is Contreras. 
 
To his credit, Lester has addressed the problem. 
 
"I've never run from it," Lester said. "I feel for the most part I've been up front about everything. I feel 
I've worked my butt off to get better at things. I've tried to speed my delivery up, vary my holds, 
whatever it is. Obviously, from the outside looking in, it's kind of like, 'Why can't you do that?' Like I've 
said many times before, if I knew why, the things wouldn't be an issue. 
 
"It's part of the game, continue to combat it. When you're able to be open about it and talk to your 
teammates and talk to your coaches, we can combat it. That's all we're trying to do is fight to get 
another out, that's really it." 
 
The focus has been on Lester's throws to first, but Cubs manager Joe Maddon said he thinks the time to 
the plate is more pertinent in shutting down a running game. 
 
"You can worry about moves, holding runners," Maddon said. "To me, it's about holding the ball, varying 
your times, coming, set and go. When you upset [the hitter's] timing, he becomes less of a threat." 
 
The Cubs know speedsters like Billy Hamilton and Trea Turner will get their stolen bases. 
 
"The elite guys are going to go," Maddon said. "The biggest thing for Jon is not worry about first base, 
but worry about home plate. If he just varies like he has and is quicker to the plate like he has been, go 
pitch. I really think it'll go take care of itself." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jon Lester tackles throwing to bases one bounce at a time 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Jon Lester’s first hide-your-eyes throwing error of the spring occurred Sunday at Salt River Fields at 
Talking Stick, reminding everyone of his glaring inability to throw to bases. 
 
Lester cleanly fielded David Peralta’s chopper to the left side of the mound in the third inning of the 
Cubs’ 2-0 loss to the Diamondbacks, but his throw was angled downward and bounced a few times to 
first base on what was scored a hit and an error. 
 
Lester got out of the inning unscathed, and it didn’t really matter in a meaningless Cactus League game. 
Still, throwing poorly to first is a deficiency Lester can’t seem to shake, and he said Sunday he has been 
working on a new method with third-base coach Brian Butterfield. 
 
“We’re working on the Jordan-to-Pippen bounce pass,” Lester said. 
 
That’s what Butterfield is calling the move he wants Lester to make on grounders, naming it after former 
Bulls stars Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen. 
 
“In his words, just eliminate all tension and bounce it over there,” Lester said. “We’ve been working on 
it early in the morning. Obviously it was not a good throw, but my sights were a little off on what we’ve 
been working on. 



 

 
“The ball kind of checked up. We’ve been working on it in mornings, so it’s been a little wet. The sight 
line has been a little different.” 
 
Lester knows it’s unconventional and seems bizarre for one of the game’s elite pitchers to have to 
bounce a throw to first for an out. 
 
“I don’t really care what it looks like,” he said. “I don’t care if it bounces 72 times over there. An out’s an 
out. It goes down as a 1-3 or a 1-6 or a 1-4. 
 
“It’s like when you jam a guy and he hits a ball down right field. It goes down as a line drive (in the box 
score). We’ll continue to work on it.” 
 
Lester began purposely bouncing some throws to first last year, but usually they were one-hoppers that 
Anthony Rizzo could dig out. This spring he’s working on the throws with the regular infielders, and said 
minor league first baseman Efren Navarro, who started Sunday’s game, wasn’t familiar with the move. 
 
“I feel bad for the guy today,” Lester said. “He had no idea what’s going on. He’s never been a part of it. 
With Rizz, probably the surprise wouldn’t have been there… Spring training. We’ll get the sight line 
right.” 
 
Lester has never been efficient throwing to bases, dating to his high school days. It’s why he seldom 
makes pickoff throws, and why Cubs fans celebrate wildly whenever he does pick someone off, as he did 
with the Cardinals’ Tommy Pham in a game last June at Wrigley Field. 
 
At the Cubs Convention in January, catcher Willson Contreras claimed he gave Lester some sage advice 
during a mound visit before the pickoff. 
 
"I went out there and I said, 'Hey (bleep), throw the (bleeping) ball to first.’” Contreras told an audience 
that included dozens of children. 
 
Lester said Contreras’ story was true “for the most part,” but added the catcher “wasn’t that emphatic” 
about throwing to first. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon insisted a pitcher’s time to the plate is more important than his move to first. He 
said quickly getting the ball to the strong-armed Contreras is “a deterrent.” 
 
“The biggest thing I want for Jon is to not worry about first base, but worry about home plate,” Maddon 
said. “He’s so good, if he just varies like he has and he’s quick to the plate like he has been, he’ll pitch. I 
really think it will take care of itself.” 
 
In his fourth season with the Cubs, Lester has addressed the throwing issue repeatedly. It started his 
first game in 2015 when ESPN focused on the throwing problem during its broadcast. 
 
“I’ve never run from it,” Lester said. “I feel like I’ve been upfront with everything. I feel like I’ve worked 
my butt off to get better at things. I’ve tried to speed my delivery up. 
 
“Obviously from the outside looking in, it’s kind of like ‘Why can’t you do that?’ As I’ve said many times 
before, if I knew why the things (happen), obviously it wouldn’t be an issue. 
 



 

“Just part of the game. When you’re able to be open about it and talk to your teammates and coaches, 
then we can combat it. That’s all we’re trying to do — fight to get another out.” 
 
Lester said he welcomes players bunting on him, especially if it’s a power hitter. 
 
“If you’re not good at something, then you need to be better in different areas,” he said. “I tried to be 
better at being quick, getting Willy the ball as fast as I can.” 
 
Last year 19 baserunners stole off Lester, suggesting the issue hasn’t affected him as it did in 2015, when 
44 runners stole off him. 
 
Lester said Contreras’ arm and the Cubs’ infielders are part of the reason for the difference. He pointed 
to one steal off him in his four outings during the postseason. 
 
“I’ll take those odds,” he said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs reliever Justin Wilson hopes to rewrite the script 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Left-handed reliever Justin Wilson had a difficult time last summer after being acquired from the Tigers 
at the trade deadline. 
 
The Cubs had hoped Wilson would replace Wade Davis as closer in 2018, but he struggled in 23 outings, 
posting a 5.09 ERA and issuing 19 walks in 17 2/3 innings. That forced the Cubs to spend on Brandon 
Morrow to close games. 
 
Will Wilson return to form? 
 
It’s early of course, but he has been spotless in his first two spring outings. 
 
“First of all, he’s much calmer about the whole thing, right?” manager Joe Maddon said. “He’s looks 
more at ease on the mound than he has in the past. Coming over when he did, we probably thrust him 
in a situation or position, and it just didn’t play well for him early, and I think that just compounded. 
 
“He’s doing this all the right way. The delivery looks great. The adjustments he makes when he gets off-
kilter look great also. I anticipate it’s going to maintain.” 
 
Talking the talk: Maddon recently played golf with some of his new players — including Tyler Chatwood 
and Morrow — trying to establish a strong relationship. 
 
“My stuff spews out,” he said. “Just talking about wine. Talking with Tyler, he played for (manager) 
Buddy Black in Denver, and how much I loved that. 
 
“When you’re trying to build a relationship, it’s about conversation. The sooner we get into that 
conversational mode, we just talk about a lot of minutia. It doesn’t matter (what).” 
 
Maddon was asked if he could tell what the players were like simply by being on a golf course with 
them. 



 

 
“Of course, you could tell anywhere,” he said. “That seat next to the bar, that’s always the best place.” 
 
Whiffle art: Some of the paintings Maddon commissioned in his “art and baseball” series will be 
available on T-shirts, posters, metal and even on whiffle bats, if Maddon has his way. 
 
The idea sprung from the mind of Maddon’s trusted counselor, former Rays media relations director 
Rick Vaughn. 
 
“I like that combination of a baseball bat and art, and the kids are out there playing whiffle ball,” 
Maddon said. “It’s such a ripe vein of ideas. I want to run with it a bit and drop it.” 
 
Extra innings: Ben Zobrist is expected to make his Cactus League debut Tuesday against the Dodgers. Yu 
Darvish and Morrow plan to make their Cubs debuts that day as well. … Maddon’s “Respect Bald” 
fundraiser Saturday at Sloan Park raised $80,000 for pediatric cancer research. Players had their heads 
shaved for charity. Ex-Cub Rick Sutcliffe collected Anthony Rizzo’s shorn locks and handed them out to 
fans. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Sunday's recap: Diamondbacks 2, Cubs 0 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs were shut out for the first time in 2018, garnering only two hits in a 2-0 loss to the 
Diamondbacks, falling to 6-2-2. 
 
On the mound: Jon Lester got through a 25-pitch, two-walk first inning and allowed one run on three 
hits in 2 2/3 innings. Justin Grimm walked two in a scoreless inning. 
 
At the plate: Jason Heyward went 0-for-3 with one strikeout in the leadoff spot and is hitting .091. Javier 
Baez struck out twice and was 0-for-3. 
 
In the field: Lester committed a throwing error, bouncing one to first in the third inning. 
 
Key number: 0. Albert Almora Jr. is hitless this spring in 13 at-bats. 
 
The quote: “An absolute perfect example of an under-the-radar guy. On top of all of that, if you say 
David Bote very quickly it sounds like David Bowie. I’m really encouraging him to use ‘Rebel, Rebel’ as his 
walk-up song.” — Joe Maddon on third baseman David Bote. 
 
Up next: At Rockies, 2:10 p.m. Monday at Talking Stick. RH Kyle Hendricks vs. LH Tyler Anderson. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Jon Lester’s answer to head-scratching throwing problems: Be like Mike 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Three years later, pitcher Jon Lester still can’t throw to first base. 
 



 

Not by any typical baseball definition anyway. 
 
Maybe that’s why Lester and new third-base/infield coach Brian Butterfield have abandoned baseball 
thinking altogether and have taken an NBA approach to the fielding problem that has dogged Lester 
since high school. 
 
“We’re working on the Jordan to Pippen bounce pass,” Lester said of a daily practice regimen that 
includes first baseman Anthony Rizzo. “In [Butterfield’s] words, ‘Just eliminate all tension and bounce it 
over there.’ We’ve been working on it early in the morning.” 
 
Apparently, nobody told Efren Navarro, who was playing first base Sunday against the Diamondbacks 
when Lester bobbled a sharp comebacker and then threw a two-hopper wide of Navarro for a two-base 
error (which was inexplicably scored a hit and an error). 
 
“The kid over there had no chance. He had no idea what we’ve been working on,” Lester said. 
 
How the play might have gone with Rizzo at first is as uncertain as how the continued throwing 
challenges might impact another season of lofty expectations. 
 
But two things are certain: 
 
First, the issue isn’t going away. 
 
And second, Lester isn’t backing down. 
 
“I’ve never run from it,” the four-time All-Star said. “I feel like for the most part I’ve been up front about 
everything. I feel like I’ve worked my butt off to get better at things. I’ve tried to speed up my delivery, 
hold [the ball], vary [times to the plate], whatever it is. 
 
“Obviously, from the outside looking in, it’s kind of like, ‘Why can’t you do that.’ Like I’ve said many 
times before, if I knew why, it obviously wouldn’t be an issue.” 
 
That he’s on a back field every morning with his coach and first baseman in his 13th spring in the big 
leagues suggests at least an impressive approach and maybe even a little optimism. 
 
His work in three seasons with the Cubs already has delivered progress in handling baserunners, giving 
cannon-armed catcher Willson Contreras a better chance to make runners pay for big leads or stolen 
base attempts. 
 
He already had started bouncing the ball to Rizzo on his own last season to cut down on the chance of 
an overthrow. 
 
“The big thing with Butter is he’s trying to make that next step for me [on balls hit toward the mound],” 
Lester said, “where I don’t have to rely on [third baseman Kris Bryant] to run in from 30 feet or Willy to 
make an unbelievable play.” 
 
When it comes to baserunners, Lester has gone from allowing a major-league high 44 steals in 2015, his 
first season with the Cubs, to 28 in 2016 to 19 last year, his first with Contreras as his regular catcher. 
 
The attempts have gone from 55 to 41 to 31 in that span. 
 



 

Despite a flaw in his game that dates to his youth, it was rarely an issue before leaving the American 
League to sign with the Cubs. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said he’s confident it won’t be problem this year, especially with a full season of 
experience working with Contreras. 
 
“I like what we’re doing,” Maddon said of controlling the running game. “The biggest thing I want from 
Jon is not to worry about first base but to worry about home plate.” 
 
If Lester, who said he welcomes hitters trying to bunt at him, can improve by even small degrees, he has 
plenty of help in the field and on the bases, between Contreras’ arm, Rizzo’s Gold Glove fielding at first 
and Javy Baez’s renowned quick tags at second. 
 
“We’ll continue to work on it,” Lester said. 
 
Even if they have to think outside the box — or outside the sport. 
 
“I don’t care what it looks like,” he said. “I don’t care if it bounces 72 times over there; an out’s an out.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Pedro Strop’s slow start with calf injury puts him right on time for Cubs’ plan 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Cubs reliever Pedro Strop, one of the Cubs’ top setup men, isn’t concerned about being 
ready for the start of the season after much of his spring work has been delayed by a sore left calf. 
 
“I only need three innings [in games],” he said. “Maybe four.” 
 
If he’s exaggerating, it’s not by much. The Cubs don’t plan to burden the top relievers with a lot of work 
this spring, anticipating another deep October run. 
 
“I’m almost there,” Strop said. “It was just soreness, and it’s already gone. It’s going to be soon [that I 
pitch in a game]. We’re just being careful, and we’ve got time, so we’re trying not to rush it.” 
 
Justin Grimm made his spring debut in the Cubs’ 10th Cactus League game Sunday. Closer Brandon 
Morrow, who had a heavy playoff workload last fall with the Dodgers, doesn’t debut until Tuesday, with 
the plan being to have him work no more than six games. 
 
Super Tuesday 
 
The Cubs’ home game against the Dodgers on Tuesday should be one of the most watched of the spring, 
with $126 million newcomer Yu Darvish making his Cubs debut against his old team. 
 
The Cubs also expect veteran infielder/outfielder Ben Zobrist to make his spring debut in that game. 
Zobrist opened camp with a sore back and has been on a slow and cautious program since. 
 
Bote catching Maddon’s eye 
 
Versatile minor-league All-Star Davie Bote made an impression on manager Joe Maddon. 



 

 
He has taken advantage of extra playing time with Kris Bryant ailing for much of last week by starting 5-
for-13 with a walk and a triple, and a pair of highlight-reel plays at third, before going hitless in his last 
three appearances. 
 
“He’s an absolute perfect example of an under-the-radar guy,” Maddon said. “I didn’t know he could 
play third base that well. I didn’t know his arm was that good. He’s primarily a second baseman. I’d 
heard a lot of good things about that. When [special assistant] David Ross was in town, David picked up 
on him very fast. 
 
“On top of all that, if you say ‘David Bote’ really quickly, it sounds like David Bowie. So I’m really 
encouraging him to utilize ‘Rebel Rebel’ as his walk-up music.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs get blanked 2-0 by Diamondbacks on combined 2-hitter in Cactus League play 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Six Diamondbacks pitchers, led by starter Taijuan Walker, held the Cubs to a 
double by Efren Navarro and single by Chris Gimenez in a 2-0 victory over the Cubs in a spring game 
Sunday at Salt River Fields in Scottsdale. 
 
Walker started and pitched three innings, striking out four. 
 
Strike force 
 
Opening day starter Jon Lester threw 36 of his 53 pitches for strikes in his second start of the spring, 
pitching four batters deep into the third and striking out three. 
 
Almora 
 
He walked two – All-Star sluggers Paul Goldschmidt and Jake Lamb back-to-back in the first, using 16 
combined pitches, with two out. 
 
“All we’re trying to do now is build up pitches,” said Lester. “I accomplished that. I was able to get out of 
some jams, had a fairly quick second. The fastball was good, down, had good angle. So it’s just another 
building block.” 
 
Lester’s throwing error on a ball hit to the mound leading off the third likely prevented him from 
completing three innings. He gave up a single to the next batter and then came back and struck out 
Goldschmidt and Lamb –his final two batters. 
 
Strike force II 
 
Both Diamondbacks runs were scored on solo homers, one by regular shortstop Nick Ahmed, off Lester 
with two out in the second; the other, by Rey Fuentes – a one-time Red Sox prospect, who was traded, 
along with Anthony Rizzo, to the Padres in the Adrian Gonzalez deal in 2010. 
 
Fuentes’ homer was off Michael Roth in the seventh. 
 



 

Slow start for leadoff candidates 
 
Center fielder Albert Almora Jr., one of the three leadoff hitters used by manager Joe Maddon so far this 
spring, batted sixth on Sunday, going 0-for-3 to extend his hitless streak to open the spring to 13 at-bats. 
 
Right fielder Jason Heyward, who batted leadoff for the second time in three days, lined to third, 
popped to third and struck out in three trips to the plate. He’s 1-for-11 with two walks this spring. 
 
Grimm spring debut 
 
Reliever Justin Grimm made his first appearance of the spring as the projected big-league relieves start 
working into games this week. 
 
He retired the first two batters he faced, walked the next two, gave up a double steal, then retired 
leadoff man David Peralta on a liner to short – giving him a perfect ERA so far this spring. 
 
On deck: Cubs at Rockies, Scottsdale, Ariz., Kyle Hendricks vs. Tyler Anderson, 2:10 p.m. Monday, 
cubs.com audio. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Another dark dye (job) for the Cubs manager — gray it ain’t so, Joe Maddon! 
By Rick Morrissey 
 
Come home, Joe Maddon! 
 
We, the gray-haired men of America, beseech you to put down your dye kit, to withhold your money 
from salons and stylists and to embrace the silver path that nature has laid out for you. 
 
You started dying your hair last season, a subtle journey that took unwitting observers from that iconic 
grayish-white mane to the thought that something was apparently wrong with the lighting in the room 
to, no, Joe’s hair was indeed getting distinctly darker to oh, my gosh, there’s a black labradoodle sitting 
on the Cubs manager’s head! 
 
The realization that our hero had gone to the dark side was fully upon us, and it shook us to our roots. 
 
But over the weekend, a white flower poked its head up through the Arizona desert. You had your hair 
shorn for a charity that raises money to fight childhood cancer. For a moment, you looked like a snowy 
owl. Beautiful. You had been given a do-over, a chance to make things right and grayish white. And to 
our relief, you seemed to be taking advantage of it. 
 
But word has reached us that you have begun dying the stubble and that Just for Men, a company that 
makes hair-dye products, has contacted you about a possible endorsement deal. Worse, you have called 
the company back. 
 
We who are blessed with gray hair want you to know that we believe in freedom of choice and that you 
should be able to do what you want. We’d also like to think we’re above telling you that men with dye 
jobs look like either a rusty sink or an oil spill. Or like Sylvester Stallone. So, three things. 
 



 

We’re here to remind you that you made gray cool, Joe. You were the white-haired hipster manager 
with the black-framed glasses. There was no one like you. You were a kitschy white Christmas tree with 
red ornaments, and it was a look that worked. It was your calling card since before your days with the 
Cubs. And we lived vicariously through you. 
 
Then you became every actor, entertainer and TV newscaster trying to look 20 years younger. You 
weren’t in Paul McCartney or Bob Costas territory quite yet, but you were certainly on the bus (not a 
Greyhound). 
 
Gray hair denotes wisdom. Dyed hair in middle-aged men denotes: “It was either this or a Ferrari. I went 
with this.’’ Joe, dying your hair makes it seem as if you’re not completely comfortable with yourself. And 
that’s the last thing that we’d ever think you’d be. A man who doesn’t care what anybody thinks about 
his managing — a man who refused to admit that he overused Aroldis Chapman in the 2016 World 
Series despite the sight of Chapman’s arm lying on the ground — wouldn’t seem to care what anybody 
thinks about his aging. 
 
Women dye their hair, and society celebrates it. Middle-aged men dye their hair, and mass snickering 
ensues, always behind their back. When the first caveman to dye his hair caught his buddies laughing, 
they insisted that he had it all wrong, that they were trying to pick mastodon meat out of their teeth. He 
was pretty sure they were lying. 
 
Gray hair can look distinguished. We know: Distinguished sounds like code for old going on deceased. 
You don’t want to be one of those managers who refuses to evolve with the game. You think it’s 
important to keep going forward as you age. 
 
But you won the 2016 World Series with gray hair, and you lost the 2017 National League Championship 
Series with dyed hair. We, the gray, don’t believe in coincidence when it suits our purposes. 
 
Check out the most recent photos of former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich. He has gone from a thick 
helmet of black hair to a thick helmet of gray hair. He looks great. Well, sure, being incarcerated might 
have separated him from his chemicals, but the point here is that the man looks fabulous. The blue 
prison shirt brings out the silver tones in his hair. We’re not threatening you with federal prison, Joe, but 
you know, whatever it takes. 
 
We gray heads and graybeards just want you to know we’re everywhere. We live good lives. People 
don’t walk by as if we’re not here. They put coins in our cups. Kidding! It’s good to be gray, and it’s 
better than being bald. But that’s a column for another day. 
 
Look, the only time a middle-aged man should have dye on him is if he robs a bank. Don’t rob a bank, 
Joe. And don’t do that endorsement deal with Just for Men. 
 
Be strong. Come back to the sheepfold. Come home. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs enjoying depth behind plate, starting with Contreras 
By Bruce Miles 
 
As that famed old catcher Yogi Berra might have said, the Cubs have deep depth behind the plate. 
 



 

Start with Willson Contreras, whom manager Joe Maddon won't rule out as an MVP candidate. 
 
"It's not impossible," Maddon said early in spring training. "He plays that position. Premier thrower in 
the league, top three in baseball, probably. Blocks. Really good at receiving. And if he didn't get hurt last 
year, he drives in 100 points with a bunch of homers. He's all of that." 
 
The Cubs are so deep that they will have the luxury of allowing prospect Victor Caratini to develop 
further at Class AAA Iowa while creating a spot for veteran Chris Gimenez, who is in camp as a nonroster 
player. The Cubs like Gimenez's veteran status and his experience catching Yu Darvish, the Cubs' big 
free-agent prize of the off-season. 
 
But it all starts with Contreras, the 25-year-old dynamo who came up in 2016, homered on the first big-
league pitch he saw and was off and running. 
 
Contreras' calling card throughout his professional career has been his hitting. 
 
In 428 plate appearances last year, Contreras put up a line of .276/.356/.499 with 21 homers and 74 RBI. 
That contributed to a wins above replacement (WAR) of 3.2 for Contreras, who was on the disabled list 
from Aug. 10-Sept. 10 with a strained right hamstring. The Giants' Buster Posey had a WAR of 4.3, and 
the Marlins' J.T. Realmuto was at 3.6. 
 
Confidence has never been a problem for Contreras. He always has had it in abundance. 
 
"He's so uber confident," Maddon said. "He's been that way from the beginning. Our conversations are 
always good. He knows how I feel about him, how we all feel about him. I can't tell you I've noticed 
anything different, that he knows, 'I'm the guy here, I'm going to catch and these are my pitchers.' So 
there's not any kind of doubt with him right now." 
 
Contreras says he can keep that confidence while maturing at the same time. 
 
"I have to mature, first as a person and then as a player," he said. "Two years ago, I came into my first 
spring training as an invited player and now I'm kind of the leaders of the pitching staff. It's good. I'm 
just trying to keep learning every day and help them to be the best. 
 
"I think experience plays a huge (part). Once you have two or three more years in the big leagues, your 
emotions come in a little bit lower than the year before." 
 
Caratini, 24, got into 31 games for the Cubs last season. He was named the organization's minor-league 
player of the year for his line of .342/.393/.58 with 10 homers and 61 RBI in 83 games at Class AAA Iowa. 
 
In 469 minor-league games, Caratini has a line of .289/.369/.356. Those numbers are similar to the 
.283/.356/.419 line Contreras put up in 517 games in the minors. The Cubs like veteran backup catchers 
as evidenced by how much they valued David Ross in 2015 and 2016. Gimenez has 366 games of big-
league experience, with Cleveland, Seattle, Tampa Bay, Texas and Minnesota. 
 
Taylor Davis made his major-league debut after parts of seven seasons in the Cubs' minor-league system 
He's in camp again as a nonroster invitee. 
 
For the first time since he has been in big-league spring trainings, Kyle Schwarber is not taking reps with 
the catchers as he concentrates on left-field play. However, Schwarber will be the emergency catcher if 
something happens in a game to make that necessary. 



 

 
-- 
 
 


