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Elite defenders named Gold Glove finalists 
Matt Kelly | MLB.com | Oct. 25th, 2018 
 
Rawlings announced the American and National League finalists for the 2018 Gold Glove Awards on Thursday, spelling 

out many of the game's premier defenders. 

 

Plenty of mainstays are joined by exciting newcomers in this year's field for the Gold Glove, which is determined by a 

combination of votes submitted by Major League managers and coaches and a sabermetric index provided by Society for 

American Baseball Research (SABR). Eighteen Gold Gloves are given out each year (one for each position in each 

league), along with the Platinum Glove, which is given out to the game's best overall defender as voted by the fans. 

 

Here's a look at this year's finalist at each position. Winners will be announced on Nov. 4. 

 

Pitcher 

National League: Zack Greinke, D-backs; Clayton Richard, Padres; Julio Teheran, Braves 

American League: Dallas Keuchel, Astros; Corey Kluber, Indians; Masahiro Tanaka, Yankees 

Greinke has won four straight Gold Gloves, and a fifth would tie him with Ron Guidry, Phil Niekro and Kenny Rogers for 

seventh all-time among pitchers. Keuchel, who induced more ground balls than any other pitcher, is seeking his fourth 

Gold Glove in five years. 

 

Catcher 

National League: Yadier Molina, Cardinals; Manny Pina, Brewers; Buster Posey, Giants 

American League: Yan Gomes, Indians; Martin Maldonado, Astros; Salvador Perez, Royals 
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Molina is seeking a ninth Gold Glove, which would put him closer to Ivan Rodriguez's record 13 at the position, but he has 

not won the award since 2015. Posey took the honor home two years ago. The Astros acquired Maldonado, the reigning 

AL winner, in the middle of this season specifically for defense behind the plate. 

 

First base 

National League: Freddie Freeman, Braves; Anthony Rizzo, Cubs; Joey Votto, Reds 

American League: Mitch Moreland, Red Sox; Matt Olson, Athletics; Justin Smoak, Blue Jays 

The AL race is wide open now that four-time winner Eric Hosmer is in the Senior Circuit, though Moreland claimed this 

award in 2016. Rizzo and Votto each own one Gold Glove, while Freeman is seeking his first. 

 

Second base 

National League: Javier Baez, Cubs; DJ LeMahieu, Rockies; Kolten Wong, Cardinals 

American League: Jed Lowrie, Athletics; Ian Kinsler, Red Sox; Rougned Odor, Rangers 

Wong totaled 19 defensive runs saved (DRS) at second base, while LeMahieu was close behind with 18. Baez, a staple 

of defensive highlight reels, is seeking his first Gold Glove. 

 

Shortstop 

National League: Nick Ahmed, D-backs; Brandon Crawford, Giants; Freddy Galvis, Padres 

American League: Francisco Lindor, Indians; Marcus Semien, Athletics; Andrelton Simmons, Angels 

Crawford could become the first NL shortstop to win four straight Gold Gloves since Ozzie Smith, who won 13 straight 

from 1980-92. Ahmed's 21 DRS tied for the MLB lead among shortstops with Simmons, who could join Omar Vizquel as 

the second shortstop to win multiple Gold Gloves in each league. 

 

Third base 

National League: Nolan Arenado, Rockies; Anthony Rendon, Nationals; Travis Shaw, Brewers 

American League: Alex Bregman, Astros; Matt Chapman, Athletics; Jose Ramirez, Indians 

Chapman's 29 DRS were the most of any defender at any position (eight clear of Ahmed and Simmons) amid a breakout 

year for the A's young star. He'll face staunch competition from the stellar Bregman, while Arenado seeks a sixth straight 

NL Gold Glove -- which would tie Buddy Bell and Eric Chavez for the third longest streak by any third baseman. 
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Left field 

National League: Corey Dickerson, Pirates; Adam Duvall, Braves; Christian Yelich, Brewers 

American League: Andrew Benintendi, Red Sox; Brett Gardner, Yankees; Alex Gordon, Royals 

Dickerson paced all qualified left fielders with eight Outs Above Average defensive metric that measures how many outs 

an outfielder saves over his average peer, while Yelich could pair his second Gold Glove with first NL MVP award, for 

which he is considered the favorite. Benintendi has dazzled with his defense in the postseason, while Gardner and 

Gordon are both former winners. 

 

Center field 

National League: Lorenzo Cain, Brewers; Billy Hamilton, Reds; Ender Inciarte, Braves 

American League: Jackie Bradley Jr., Red Sox; Adam Engel, White Sox; Mike Trout, Angels 

Inciarte tied St. Louis' Harrison Bader for the MLB lead with 21 OAA, followed closely by Cain with 19. Engel, who notably 

robbed three home runs in the span of a week in August, led all AL outfielders with 17 OAA. 

 

Right field 

National League: Jason Heyward, Cubs; Jon Jay, D-backs; Nick Markakis, Braves 

American League: Mookie Betts, Red Sox; Kole Calhoun, Angels; Aaron Judge, Yankees 

Betts is widely considered to be MLB's best right fielder, and he led the position with 11 OAA in 2018. Heyward has 

claimed right field honors in each of the last four years, and in five of the last six overall. 
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McMahon eyes starting job after adjustments 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 25th, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Ryan McMahon ended his rookie season by squaring up a 96.1 mph fastball from Brewers reliever Corbin 

Burnes for a line-drive out in the frustrating 6-0 loss in Game 3 of the National League Division Series that ended the 

Rockies' season. But it didn't end McMahon's dreams, or Colorado's dreams for him. 

 

"It definitely makes you leave here hungry, that's for sure," McMahon said. 

 

If McMahon can build on a season of development, he could end up with a seat at the table when the Rockies divvy up 

the 2019 playing time. 

 

McMahon, who turns 24 on Dec. 14, went through a rough first month and two options to Triple-A Albuquerque before 

making his mark mostly as a bench bat with the Rockies. He finished with a .232 batting average, five home runs -- three 

of them difference-makers -- and 19 RBIs in 91 games. Now McMahon has a chance to embody the positional versatility 

that the Rockies have been working toward under general manager Jeff Bridich and senior director of player development 

Zach Wilson. 

 

Drafted in 2013 as a third baseman, McMahon has learned first and second base. The Rockies' lineup potentially offers a 

couple opportunities. There is first base, should Ian Desmond slide into the outfield on an occasional or regular basis. 

With DJ LeMahieu headed for free agency, McMahon and right-handed-hitting Garrett Hampson could compete or share 

time at second base. Hampson also is versatile enough to play third, short and center field. 

 

McMahon played far more Major League games at first base (31) than second (10), but some of the time in the Minors 

was used to improve skills at second. 

 

"We've been preparing Ryan for a number of different scenarios," Wilson said. "One of those was preparing to play 

second base, and he made good use of that development. We believe he can play it on a consistent basis." 

 

McMahon is not being rigid about his preparation. 
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"I haven't been given much information as far as that goes, so I'm going to stay ready at all positions," McMahon said. "I 

think I've done a good job balancing it out, and I don't mind staying an extra 30 minutes in the offseason to make sure I'm 

ready at all three." 

 

If McMahon's hitting improves, he'll be on the field somewhere. 

 

McMahon earned an Opening Day roster spot in 2018, but the situation wasn't ideal. 

 

His Spring Training was solid (.319 .365 on-base percentage, .522 slugging percentage), but not the bang-up spring that 

warranted a starting job, a la shortstop Trevor Story in 2016 -- especially on a veteran team expecting to contend. Playing 

time was sporadic, and he hadn't built the inventory of at-bats necessary for confident hitting off the bench. 

 

Early, McMahon struggled with the fastball, which, according to Statcast™, he hit at a .138 clip before being sent to 

Albuquerque on May 1. A key assignment during his stints in Albuquerque was to be in better position to swing on every 

pitch, which helped against the fastball. After the All-Star break, Statcast™ showed improvement -- 10-for-27 on pitches 

94 mph and above. 

 

Four of McMahon's homers, including his first two game-changers -- for two runs and the lead in a 9-8 victory over the 

Mets on June 20, and for two runs and the lead in a 5-4 victory over the Dodgers on Aug. 10 -- were on off-speed pitches. 

His most-pleasing swing, in the Rockies' eyes, was his three-run walk-off to right field on a 95.2 mph heater from the 

Dodgers' JT Chargois on Aug. 12. 

 

"For Mac to get on that fastball and pull it into the seats, that's something we've talked about," Rockies manager Bud 

Black said after that game. "Is it going to happen all the time? No. But he has talent, and he has ability to do that. He's 

growing. His career is underway." 

 

But the job isn't finished. 
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As McMahon's spray chart shows, he pulled few of his hits, meaning he went with some pitches or was late at times. On-

time swings could mean more pull shots, and improvement on his 7.7-degree average launch angle. Teammate David 

Dahl, of similar size and swing, averaged 14.4 degrees. 

 

The regular Triple-A playing time helped McMahon became a weapon off the bench. Against relief pitchers, he produced 

a .288/.368/.510 slash line. It was a different story against starters -- .156/.224/.195. 

 

"It's a process with all young players," Black said. "It's rare that you just come up and have a seamless transition to being 

a big league player. Each day in the big leagues is a learning experience." 

 

The rough start and some of the less-than-dreamy numbers didn't spoil McMahon's first Major League experience. 

 

"I didn't really take all that to heart -- I wasn't playing a lot, wasn't getting consistent at-bats," McMahon said. "I was just 

going up there trying to battle. We'll see when I'm playing a little bit more consistently." 
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Rockies’ Nolan Arenado, DJ LeMahieu named Gold Glove finalists; Trevor Story snubbed 
Last year, Arenado became first infielder in major-league history to begin career winning five Gold Gloves 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 26, 2018 
 

The Rockies’ infield glittered in 2018. So it came as no surprise that third baseman Nolan Arenado and second baseman 

DJ LeMahieu were named as Rawlings Gold Glove finalists on Thursday. 

 

What was surprising, at least from the Rockies’ point of view, was the omission of shortstop Trevor Story, a player that 

Arenado, as well as manager Bud Black, frequently touted as a Gold Glove infielder. The Gold Glove Award is given to 

players for overall fielding excellence in both leagues and is voted on by the managers and coaches. Winners will be 

announced on Nov. 4. 

 

Arenado has a chance to build on his historic legacy. Last year, he became the first infielder in major-league history to 

begin his career by winning five consecutive Gold Gloves. He has a solid chance to win his sixth in a row. Arenado’s 

competitors in the National League are Washington’s Anthony Rendon and Milwaukee’s Travis Shaw. 

 

Arenado led NL third baseman with 426 total chances, 103 putouts, 309 assists and 44 double plays. He ranked second 

with a .967 fielding percentage and third with a .792 zone rating. 

 

LeMahieu, who won Gold Gloves in 2014 and 2017, faces stiff competition from St. Louis’ Kolten Wong and Javier Baez 

of the Chicago Cubs. LeMahieu, who is scheduled to become a free agent at the end of the month, led NL second 

baseman with a .993 fielding percentage, an .859 zone rating and 18 defensive runs saved. 

 

Story, who was named an all-star for the first time this season, ranked fifth among shortstops in the NL with a .979 fielding 

percentage and fourth with a 4.2 range factor. The three finalists at shortstop are all from the NL West: San Diego’s 

Freddy Galvis, San Francisco’s Brandon Crawford and Arizona’s Nick Ahmed. 

 

Here are the finalists at each position: 

 

AL pitcher 

Corey Kluber, Indians 
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Dallas Keuchel, Astros 

Masahiro Tanaka, Yankees 

 

NL pitcher 

Julio Teheran, Braves 

Zack Greinke, D-backs 

Clayton Richard, Padres 

 

AL catcher 

Yan Gomes, Indians 

Martin Maldonado, Astros 

Salvador Perez, Royals 

 

NL catcher 

Buster Posey, Giants 

Yadier Molina, Cardinals 

Manny Pina, Brewers 

 

AL first base 

Justin Smoak, Blue Jays 

Matt Olson, A’s 

Mitch Moreland, Red Sox 

 

NL first base 

Joey Votto, Reds 

Freddie Freeman, Braves 

Anthony Rizzo, Cubs 

 

AL second base 

Jed Lowrie, A’s 



    

9 
 

Ian Kinsler, Red Sox 

Rougned Odor, Rangers 

 

NL second base 

DJ LeMahieu, Rockies 

Kolten Wong, Cardinals 

Javier Baez, Cubs 

 

AL third base 

Alex Bregman, Astros 

Jose Ramirez, Indians 

Matt Chapman, A’s 

 

NL third baseman 

Nolan Arenado, Rockies 

Anthony Rendon, Nationals 

Travis Shaw, Brewers 

 

AL shortstop 

Marcus Semien, A’s 

Andrelton Simmons, Angels 

Francisco Lindor, Indians 

 

NL shortstop 

Freddy Galvis, Padres 

Brandon Crawford, Giants 

Nick Ahmed, D-backs 

 

AL left field 

Brett Gardner, Yankees 
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Alex Gordon, Royals 

Andrew Benintendi, Red Sox 

 

NL left field 

Christian Yelich, Brewers 

Corey Dickerson, Pirates 

Adam Duvall, Braves 

 

AL center field 

Adam Engel, White Sox 

Mike Trout, Angels 

Jackie Bradley Jr., Red Sox 

 

NL center field 

Billy Hamilton, Reds 

Lorenzo Cain, Brewers 

Ender Inciarte, Braves 

 

AL right field 

Kole Calhoun, Angels 

Mookie Betts, Red Sox 

Aaron Judge, Yankees 

 

NL right field 

Jon Jay, D-backs 

Jason Heyward, Cubs 

Nick Markakis, Braves 
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Arenado, LeMahieu named Gold Glove finalists 
Justin Michael | MileHighSports.com | October 25, 2018 
 

Nolan Arenado and D.J. LeMahieu have each been named a finalist for the Gold Glove Awards for the respective 

positions. Arenado has won the NL Gold Glove for third base in each of the last five seasons, and LeMahieu is a two-time 

winner at second base as well (2014 and 2017). 

 

Despite having three other shortstops in the NL West make the final cut though, Trevor Story was one of the league’s 

most notable snubs for the annual fielding honors. 

 

The winners will be unveiled during the 2018 Rawlings Gold Glove Award Announcement Show on ESPN. The one-hour 

special will air on Sunday, November 4, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. MT. 

 

NL Gold Glove Finalists: 

 

Pitcher: Julio Teheran (Atlanta), Zack Greinke (Arizona), Clayton Richard (San Diego) 

 

Catcher: Buster Posey (San Francisco), Yadier Molina (St. Louis), Manny Pina (Milwaukee) 

 

1B:  Joey Votto (Cincinnati), Freddie Freeman (Atlanta), Anthony Rizzo (Chicago) 

 

2B: D.J. LeMahieu (Colorado), Kolten Wong (St. Louis), Javier Baez (Chicago) 

 

3B: Nolan Arenado (Colorado), Anthony Rendon (Washington), Travis Shaw (Milwaukee) 

 

SS: Freddy Galvis (San Diego), Brandon Crawford (San Francisco), Nick Ahmed (Arizona) 

 

LF: Christian Yelich (Milwaukee), Corey Dickerson (Pittsburgh), Adam Duvall (Atlanta) 

 

CF: Billy Hamilton (Cincinnati), Lorenzo Cain (Milwaukee), Ender Inciarte (Atlanta) 
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RF: Jon Jay (Arizona), Jason Heyward (Chicago), Nick Markakis (Atlanta) 
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Colorado Rockies snubbed in Gold Glove nominations    
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | Oct. 25, 2018 
 

DENVER - On Thursday afternoon, Major League Baseball and Rawlings unveiled the finalists for the 2018 Gold Glove 

awards, marking defensive excellence at each position. 

 

With winners to be announced in early November, the biggest news out of this whole process for fans of the Colorado 

Rockies is not the two names from their club who are regulars on the list but rather a few notable omissions. 

 

Of course, third baseman Nolan Arenado has been nominated for the sixth consecutive season, and will likely end up 

winning again, making him perfect in his bids to grab the award. He will duke it out with Anthony Rendon of the 

Washington Nationals and Travis Shaw (?) of the Milwaukee Brewers for the gold. 

 

His longtime (but maybe not for a long time?) running mate, DJ LeMahieu, has a chance to win his third Gold Glove at 

second base, joining Kotlen Wong of the St. Louis Cardinals and Javier Baez of the Chicago Cubs at that spot, each 

looking for their first. 

 

While frustrating last season but palatable and understandable to not see Trevor Story's name at shortstop, this year it's 

laughable. Story had a decent argument for winning the thing considering his display at the position in 2018. His overall 

athleticism is the best you will currently find at short and his arm is as good as any. He made the habit of stealing singles 

up the middle with a gorgeous spin throw that ranks among the best in recent memory and can sling it from any arm angle 

with the best of them. 

 

His size and speed combination make him capable of doing things most other shortstops can only dream of and he 

doesn't give up any range or instincts for it.  He was a major factor in how the Rockies were able to ride their run 

prevention game into the postseason with pitchers oftentimes even altering strategy knowing balls in play in his vicinity 

are likely to be converted into outs. 

 

You can check out our video breakdown of Story's defense here or read what LeMahieu had to say about whether or not 

the young Rockies shortstop has surpassed Brandon Crawford here. The three finalists at shortstop do all come from the 
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NL West with Crawford of the Giants, Nick Ahmed of the Arizona Diamondbacks, and Freddy Galvis of the San Diego 

Padres all getting nods. 

 

The other name Colorado fans may or may not immediately think of depending on whether they are still riding high from 

the season of the hometown kid or forgetting that pitchers get nominated for these things to... is Kyle Freeland. 

 

True, it can be difficult to measure defense anywhere (quite frankly, the best stats we have now are still misleading at 

best) and it can easily be argued that this is doubly true on the mound. Zack Greinke (Diamondbacks) has always fielded 

his position exceptionally well, Julio Teheran (Atlanta Braves) is a great athlete and Clayton Richard (Padres) is a smart 

and steady defender, but Kyle Freeland combines all of those elements into a dynamic package capable not just of getting 

the job done but of wowing everyone watching. 

 

This is a big part of the reason why the phrase "he competes" is used so often to describe Freeland that I'm pretty sure it's 

his legal middle name by now. 

 

Because it is still so difficult to measure defense in baseball in a purely objective way, an argument can certainly be made 

for each of the players who were nominated this season. 

 

The exclusion of Freeland isn't likely to raise a ton of eyebrows the lack of Trevor Story on the list below almost certainly 

will. 

 

2018 GOLD GLOVE NOMINEES: 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Pitcher 

 

Dallas Keuchel, Astros (3) 

Corey Kluber, Indians (0) 

Masahiro Tanaka, Yankees (0) 

Catcher 
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Yan Gomes, Indians (0) 

Martin Maldonado, Astros (1) 

Salvador Perez, Royals (4) 

First Base 

 

Mitch Moreland, Red Sox (1) 

Matt Olson, Athletics (0) 

Justin Smoak, Blue Jays (0) 

Second Base 

 

Ian Kinsler, Red Sox (1) 

Jed Lowrie, Athletics (0) 

Rougned Odor, Rangers (0) 

Shortstop 

 

Francisco Lindor, Indians (1) 

Marcus Semien, Athletics (0) 

Andrelton Simmons, Angels (3) 

Third Base 

 

Alex Bregman, Astros (0) 

Matt Chapman, Athletics (0) 

Jose Ramirez, Indians (0) 

Left Field 

 

Andrew Benintendi, Red Sox (0) 

Brett Gardner, Yankees (1) 

Alex Gordon, Royals (5) 

Center Field 
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Jackie Bradley Jr., Red Sox (0) 

Adam Engel, White Sox (0) 

Mike Trout, Angels (0) 

Right Field 

 

Mookie Betts, Red Sox (2) 

Kole Calhoun, Angels (1) 

Aaron Judge, Yankees (0) 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Pitcher 

 

Zack Greinke, Diamondbacks (4) 

Clayton Richard, Padres (0) 

Julio Teheran, Braves (0) 

Catcher 

 

Yadier Molina, Cardinals (8) 

Manny Pina, Brewers (0) 

Buster Posey, Giants (1) 

First Base 

 

Freddie Freeman, Braves (0) 

Anthony Rizzo, Cubs (1) 

Joey Votto, Reds (1) 

Second Base 

 

Javier Baez, Cubs (0) 

DJ LeMahieu, Rockies (2) 

Kolten Wong, Cardinals (0) 

Shortstop 
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Nick Ahmed, Diamondbacks (0) 

Brandon Crawford, Giants (3) 

Freddy Galvis, Padres (0) 

Third Base 

 

Nolan Arenado, Rockies (5) 

Anthony Rendon, Nationals (0) 

Travis Shaw, Brewers (0) 

Left Field 

 

Corey Dickerson, Pirates (0) 

Adam Duvall, Reds (0) 

Christian Yelich, Brewers (1) 

Center Field 

 

Lorenzo Cain, Brewers (0) 

Billy Hamilton, Reds (0) 

Ender Inciarte, Braves (2) 

Right Field 

 

Jason Heyward, Cubs (5) 

Jon Jay, Diamondbacks (0) 

Nick Markakis, Braves (2) 
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Colorado Rockies: Looking ahead to 3 interesting arbitration cases 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | Oct. 26, 2018 
 

In a season filled with offseason questions for the Colorado Rockies, there will also be some interesting negotiations 

worth watching during the arbitration period that will occur after the New Year. 

As of right now, according to Spotrac.com, the Colorado Rockies have a team salary of $96.5 million heading into the 

2019 season. Of course, that will go up, depending on any free agents who are signed, players who are possibly re-

signed and any arbitration salaries that are either agreed upon or awarded to the eligible players. 

 

Worth noting, Charlie Blackmon is on the books for the highest salary next season ($21 million), followed by Wade Davis 

($18 million) and Ian Desmond ($15 million). Outside of Gerardo Parra’s club option for $12 million, which many do not 

expect the Rockies to pick up, those are the only Rockies who are due for base salary paydays of over $10 million next 

season. 

 

However, that could easily change with arbitration. Eight members of the Colorado Rockies are currently eligible for 

arbitration, with five of those players entering their first year of the arbitration process. Those eight include Nolan Arenado 

(fourth year of arbitration), Chad Bettis and Chris Rusin (second year of arbitration for both) and Tyler Anderson, Jon 

Gray, Scott Oberg, Trevor Story and Tony Wolters (first year of arbitration for all five). 

 

Yes, those eight include Arenado, who will be the most interesting player to watch during the process. 

MLBTradeRumors.com is projecting Arenado to earn $26.1 million next season through arbitration … but could the 

Rockies sign him to long-term deal or even trade him in the offseason (maybe to one of these teams)? That will be a 

question worth watching. 

 

Outside of Arenado, who are the three players who are the most interesting case studies for arbitration and what could 

happen? Let’s take a look ahead at each of them and what they could potentially earn next season … as well as what 

they’ve done (or not done) to earn that salary. 

 

Jon Gray 

Projected 2019 salary: $3.2 million 

2018 salary: $555,000 
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Did any Rockies player have a more up-and-down season last year than Jon Gray? The former first-round draft pick was 

Colorado’s Opening Day starter, then was sent to Triple-A after a disappointing start to the season. After returning, Gray 

flashed signs of his dominance before a meltdown in one of the final games of the season that would be one of the 

reasons why Colorado left him off the postseason roster. 

 

There is no question the 26-year-old right-hander has talent. Rockies fans have seen it many times, including the single-

game franchise strikeout record outing against the San Diego Padres. But they’ve also seen Gray not be able to come 

through in big moments, including the 2017 Wild Card start in Arizona. 

 

Did Gray’s rough 2018 cost him money this offseason? Absolutely. The center of the “ace vs. non-ace discussion,” had 

Gray performed at a number one starter level, his salary would be higher this offseason. However, a 12-9 mark with a 

5.12 ERA (including a 2-2 record and 7.11 ERA in his last seven starts) simply didn’t earn the bigger payday. 

 

Don’t be surprised if Gray makes less than the $3.2 million projection, maybe right at $3 million. It’s just one of many ways 

the Rockies will be trying to send a message to the Gray Wolf that it’s time to pitch like a former first-round draft pick. 

 

Tyler Anderson 

Projected 2019 salary: $2.9 million 

2018 salary: $555,000 

Much like Jon Gray, Tyler Anderson is a former first-round pick. Much like Gray, Anderson had his share of struggles in 

2018, posting a 7-9 record and 4.55 ERA. 

 

However, Anderson finished the season strong, allowing just four earned runs and 15 hits in his final 19.2 innings of work. 

His 7.2 innings of shutout baseball on the final day of the regular season against the Washington Nationals ensured the 

Rockies would face the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game 163 with the National League West title on the line. 

 

That was the good. The bad came just a month earlier as Anderson went 0-4 with an 11.39 ERA in an August to forget. 
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The 28-year-old southpaw is someone to watch heading into the 2019 campaign. If Anderson can pitch like he did in 

September, he could provide a strong option behind Kyle Freeland and German Marquez. If not, it adds another question 

mark to the Rockies rotation and its complete strength. 

 

Anderson’s $2.9 million projection seems spot on … but it could have even been a tick higher if he had come through in 

August. 

 

Trevor Story 

Projected 2019 salary: $6.4 million 

2018 salary: $555,000 

Outside of Nolan Arenado, Trevor Story is projected to earn the most of any Rockies player during arbitration season. He 

certainly has earned the pay raise. 

 

The 25-year-old shortstop inserted himself into the National League Most Valuable Player conversation with a September 

that saw him blast 10 of his 37 home runs and put together a .298/.352/.750 slash line with a 1.102 OPS. And let’s not 

forget that September 5 outing against the San Francisco Giants where he crushed three homers in one game, including 

the longest in Coors Field history (you can watch that here). 

 

Let’s also not forget that he did all of that in September despite almost a week with an elbow injury. Thought to be season-

ending, his return boosted the Rockies in the critical final homestand of the season. 

 

It’s just part of what has been an overall solid three seasons for Story holding down the shortstop position. Sure, an injury 

cost him part of his rookie campaign and his strikeout totals are still a little high for Bud Black’s liking. However, Story has 

quickly not only eliminated any worry about who would take over for Troy Tulowitzki but even erased some of Tulowitzki’s 

records from the franchise annals. 

 

Don’t be surprised if Story ends up in the $7 million range. He has certainly made a case for the higher payout. 
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Colorado Rockies prospects: A conversation with Niko Decolati 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | Oct. 25, 2018 
 

Born in Boulder, playing in the Colorado Rockies farm system is a dream come true for Niko Decolati. The 21-year-old 

outfielder made the 2018 season even more of a dream by helping power the Grand Junction Rockies to their first-ever 

Pioneer League title. 

 

While the way the season ended was fantastic, Decolati admits that the start of his first year of professional baseball had 

a few question marks sprinkled in there. During his junior year at Loyola Marymount (Calif.), he had posted his lowest 

batting average and the highest number of strikeouts of his college career. He wasn’t sure what that might do to his draft 

value but he was still selected in the sixth round by the Colorado Rockies. 

 

“I was coming off a not-so-great spring,” Decolati recalled. “I tried to play in the spring with no expectations but I put 

pressure on myself. It was nice to be able to reset and get away. Grand Junction was awesome.” 

 

With family in Denver and Boulder, the pick and location was perfect for Decolati on a number of levels. 

 

“It’s a pretty cool story. To say I was born in Boulder and was drafted by the Rockies is so cool,” Decolati said. “The first 

baseball game I ever went to was a Rockies game. Being able to go to Coors Field when I was young and hopefully make 

that my home later on down the road is absolutely awesome. 

 

 “My family are big-time Rockies fans. My grandpa loves the Rockies. He called me crying on draft day. It goes a little 

deeper than just playing professional baseball.” 

 

Decolati rewarded the Rockies for their pick, earning a mid-season Pioneer League All-Star selection and finishing the 

season with a slash line of .327/.414/.532 and an OPS of .947. His three RBI pushed Grand Junction to a 6-5 win over 

Ogden on September 9, earning the team a berth in the finals. 

 

“I wouldn’t say it was a surprise. I hold myself to that standard,” Decolati said of his All-Star berth and recognition. 

“Growing up, I always made All-Star teams. That’s a testament to my work ethic. I work as hard as possible. That’s why I 

try to do to separate myself. Going into the year, I had my goals. Making the All-Star team and making a name for myself 
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were things I wanted to do. When my name was called, it was more of a grateful feeling. I was grateful for such an 

opportunity to be playing with the top guys in the league.” 

 

He would go 4-for-9 with a home run and three RBI in the championship series against Great Falls, pacing the Rockies to 

the title. He also did all of this while holding down right field, a monumental task considering he had only played outfield 

one previous time, as a sophomore in college. 

 

“I wanted to do whatever I could to play,” Decolati said. “My sophomore year in college, they asked me to pitch and I said 

I’d do it. I love to play. They (Rockies) asked me to move to the outfield and I said, ‘OK, here’s my outfield glove.’ I was 

ready for the switch. It was a fun switch. I enjoyed it.” 

 

Decolati explained that, while he enjoyed the championship run, there was more to the season than just winning. 

 

“We made some great friends with each other. I think that’s what set us apart from other teams,” he said. “There was a 

camaraderie. We had good chemistry as well as good talent. It was nice to have solid dudes on the team, both in 

character and talent. When you enjoy the people around you and the sport you’re playing, it’s great.” 

 

One of the biggest bonding experiences? It was the initiation of any Minor Leaguer … the bus rides. 

 

“You have to be a band of brothers going through one of those long bus rides,” he said. “You don’t want to get on a 15-

hour bus ride but that’s your job. You have to make the most of it. This is the opportunity ahead of me, make memories, 

bond with my friends and try to get some sleep. I’m a professional baseball player. There are so many kids who would 

love to be in this situation. 

 

“You have to be grateful and put things in perspective. I can’t be more grateful for where I am now.” 

 

Having completed his first professional season, Decolati is already looking ahead to the future and how he can better 

himself in 2019. 

 



    

23 
 

 “I want to get better every day. I want to get stronger,” he said. “Offensively, I want to challenge myself in the cages. I 

have a bunch of drills to work on and get better. I don’t have one thing to work on offensively. I want to continue to 

develop my swing. I want to work on continuing to have good at-bats and putting the ball in play.” 

 
 


