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Gray, Rockies unable to overcome rough 6th 
Club manages just 2 hits off Scherzer, Nats 
 
Elliott Smith / Special to MLB.com | Apr. 14, 2018 
 

WASHINGTON -- Jon Gray realizes in order to make the leap to the elite tier of starting pitchers, he has to find a way to 

successfully navigate stressful situations. It didn't happen again Saturday for the Colorado starter, and it left him stewing. 

"I can't stress how frustrating it is to go out there and cruise and then let it all go to waste," Gray said in the aftermath of 

the Rockies' 6-2 loss to the Nationals, in which he failed to make it out of the sixth inning. 

For five innings Saturday at Nationals Park, Gray kept pace with three-time Cy Young Award winner Max Scherzer pitch-

for-pitch in a marquee mound matchup that manager Bud Black said pregame would "build character" for his young 

starter. 

"He matched him," Black said. "But these types of games are learning experiences for Jon and other pitchers who match 

up against these types of great pitchers. When you go up against a guy like Scherzer, man, you've got to be on your 

game. And Jon was on it for five innings, and then the ball climbed up a little bit." 

Heading into the sixth, Gray had been sharp, allowing just one run on three hits while striking out six. But he allowed 

consecutive singles to Wilmer Difo and Bryce Harper to open the frame. Black came out to chat with his starter and 

chose to leave him in after the discussion. However, Gray then was victimized by an RBI single, a successful squeeze 

bunt and a two-run double, turning a 2-1 lead into a 5-2 deficit. 

MEDIA CLIPS – April 15, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/453286/max-scherzer
http://m.mlb.com/player/594694/wilmer-difo
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
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"I can be good 95 percent of the time but not good five percent of the time. It doesn't matter, I guess," Gray said. "I've got 

to find a way to be good right there." 

The Rockies' margin for error was thin due to Scherzer's dominance. After walking Gerardo Parra and allowing a two-run 

home run to Charlie Blackmon in the first inning, Scherzer proceeded to set down 20 straight Colorado batters, striking 

out 11 Rockies hitters in his seven innings. 

Once Scherzer left, the Rockies had one final chance to mount a rally in the eighth, as Ryan McMahon picked up a single 

and Tony Wolters walked. But Pat Valaika popped to short and DJ LeMahieu grounded out to end the threat and team's 

three-game winning streak. 

The Rockies struck out a season-high 14 times and managed a season-low two hits. Without Nolan Arenado in the 

lineup for the next four games as he serves his suspension, the offense needs to make adjustments to fill a major hole in 

the lineup. 

"We're without one of our best players, but we're going to have to absorb it, just like all other teams do that are without 

some of their stars," Black said. "That's part of the game. We're going to have to pitch well, which we have in this series, 

and we're going to have to get some hits from the guys who are in the lineup, whoever they may be." 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

The Rockies almost got out of the jam in the decisive sixth inning, but a call overturned by replay kept the inning alive. 

With runners on first and third and one out, the Nationals' Michael A. Taylor put down a squeeze bunt directly to first 

baseman Ian Desmond, who quickly flipped the ball underhand to Wolters in the hopes of nabbing a charging Harper at 

the plate. The umpires initially ruled Harper out, but after a review, changed the call to safe, giving Washington the go-

ahead run. 

"I felt I did [tag him]," Wolters said. "I wasn't sure. I know his feet came in first. That was a bang-bang play. I thought it 

would be close. Desmond made a really good play. We almost had him. It would have been a really cool play." 

HE SAID IT 

"Scherzer, he's one of the best, if not the best. Probably the best. It was a big swing by Charlie, but after that, it was tough 

to get much off him. He was good." -- LeMahieu, on Scherzer 

http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/charlie-blackmon-homers-in-return-to-lineup/c-272196188?tid=27118374
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/charlie-blackmon-homers-in-return-to-lineup/c-272196188?tid=27118374
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
http://m.mlb.com/player/642162/pat-valaika
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/572191/michael-a-taylor
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
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UP NEXT 

Tyler Anderson (0-0, 5.65 ERA) will take the hill for Colorado in the series finale against Stephen Strasburg and the 

Nationals at 11:35 a.m. MT Sunday, which is Jackie Robinson Day across baseball. Every player will wear No. 42 in 

honor of the MLB pioneer. The last Rockies player to wear 42 before it was retired was reliever Armando Reynoso from 

1993-96. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/544931/stephen-strasburg
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Blackmon homers off Scherzer in return 
Arenado begins serving five-game suspension 
 
Elliott Smith / Special to MLB.com | Apr. 14, 2018 
 

WASHINGTON -- It was a good-news, bad-news situation for the Rockies on Saturday, as Charlie Blackmon rejoined 

the lineup and homered off Nationals starter Max Scherzer after missing four games due to right quad tightness.  

Blackmon's first-inning two-run homer was the lone hit off Scherzer as the Rockies fell 6-2 on Saturday at Nationals Park. 

The center fielder struck out three times in the rest of his at-bats.  

Blackmon had been ramping up his activity during the absence, including sprinting in the outfield on Friday, and finally got 

a clean bill of health from the Rockies training staff after one final check-up. 

"He feels good. He's excited to get back on the field," manager Bud Black said. "Physically, he went through the paces the 

last few days and got better each and every day. [Head trainer] Keith [Dugger] and the training room feels that he's ready, 

and Charlie feels that he's ready, so we're looking forward to getting him back in there. 

Meanwhile third baseman Nolan Arenado will begin serving his five-game suspension for his part in a bench-clearing 

altercation Wednesday against San Diego. 

Arenado had appealed the decision and played in Friday's game, as did teammate Gerardo Parra, who received a four-

game suspension. But shortly before Saturday's game against the Nationals, the team announced that Arenado would 

serve the five-game suspension. Parra remained in the lineup. 

Before the game, Black said he didn't have all the information when asked about the status of the suspensions. 

"I haven't heard anything, but those things could happen quickly or take a few days. It could be like, as early as the next 

couple of minutes or the next few days," Black said. "I'm not in the middle of that. I'm not in those conversations with 

Nolan, his representatives, the players association, the Commissioner's Office. I'm not in that mix." 

Arenado, who was slashing .288/.387/.462 with one home run and six RBIs, will miss the final two games against 

Washington and the team's upcoming three-game series in Pittsburgh. He was replaced in the lineup Saturday by Ryan 

McMahon. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/453286/max-scherzer
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/rockies-offense-unable-to-pick-up-jon-gray/c-272196252?tid=27118374
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
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Inside the evolution of Rockies’ all-star center fielder Charlie Blackmon, the major league leadoff man no one saw 
coming 
Blackmon, who signed a a six-year, $108 million contract extension a few weeks ago, nearly washed out of baseball as a 
pitcher 
 
Kyle Newman / Denver Post | Apr. 15, 2018 
 

Charlie Blackmon wasn’t supposed to be a big-league center fielder. That much was made clear to him many times. 

First it was at Atlanta’s North Gwinnett High School in 2004, where as a lightly recruited 6-foot-3 left-handed pitcher 

Blackmon’s only scholarship offer was from Young Harris Junior College. 

Then, it was at Georgia Tech, where he transferred after excelling on the mound in junior college — and being drafted for 

a second time as a pitcher — only to sit on the bench his junior season with arm troubles, not even getting to travel with 

the team. 

And, after bursting onto the scene as a hitter in his second season at Georgia Tech in 2008, which led to him getting 

drafted by the Rockies, a series of injuries slowed his professional career. But the 31-year-old renowned for a relentless 

work ethic used the adversity as a flame to drive him into becoming “Chuck Nazty” — a franchise player no one saw 

coming. 

“I knew Charlie was a good hitter, but I had no idea he’d be a good Division I hitter and there was no way I thought he was 

going to be a big-leaguer,” said Rick Robinson, Blackmon’s coach at Young Harris. “But that goes back to Charlie. He 

realized he wasn’t going to be a pitcher (long-term), and the hitting opportunity was put in front of him and he was going to 

make the most of it.” 

There are no sabermetrics or advance scouting reports that foresaw the evolution of Blackmon — the Rockies’ all-star 

center fielder and reigning National League batting champion who recently signed a six-year, $108 million contract 

extension — from a beanpole southpaw pitcher with potential into one of the top hitters in baseball. 
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“I didn’t foresee the power — he’s made some adjustments, and there’s lightning in the bat now because his power 

numbers are pretty amazing considering the type of player he was when he broke in,” said Walt Weiss, who managed 

Blackmon in Colorado from 2013-16. “I thought he was going to be a 15 to 20 home run guy, and I think most people were 

in that camp.” 

A year ago Blackmon blasted 37 home runs and set a major-league record for most RBIs by a leadoff hitter with 104. 

Converting to outfield 

One particular game in Blackmon’s second year at Young Harris foreshadowed that power. Robinson had taken notice of 

Blackmon’s speed and athleticism and gave him a shot in the lineup. He hit two home runs that day. 

It would be the first of many coming-out parties for Blackmon, who after moving on to Georgia Tech employed a white lie 

during his time in a Texas summer collegiate league in order to get the chance to reshape his identity as an outfielder. 

“The first year at Georgia Tech, I was pretty awful — I pitched one inning, I was a little bit hurt and a little bit bad,” 

Blackmon said. “So that summer, I was going to tell the coach that I was a two-way player, which really wasn’t true. I 

hadn’t played a defensive position since high school, and I had maybe 100 at-bats over the last three years combined. 

“But I knew the worse-case scenario was I didn’t get any hits, and then I went back to doing just pitching, which is what I 

was doing anyway.” 

About a month into that summer season for the Colleyville LoneStars, Blackmon got his first start in the outfield and 

immediately made an impression upon his coach, former major leaguer Rusty Greer, when he made a difficult play on a 

sinking line drive in right-center look easy. 
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“I told the assistant as we were sitting right there on the bucket — this kid is not a pitcher, he’s a center fielder,” Greer 

recalled. “From that point forward, he didn’t pitch for us, and I called (Georgia Tech coach) Danny Hall and told him, 

‘Charlie can run like a scalded dog, and he can swing the bat. You have to give him a look in the outfield when he gets 

back to school.’ ” 

Hall did just that, and Blackmon rewarded the faith put in him with a .396 average, 99 hits, 68 runs, .469 on-base 

percentage and 25 stolen bases that turned plenty of scouts’ heads. 

“Literally, within the first week of taking batting practice, it was pretty obvious that he had a really good swing,” Hall said. 

“And after the fall when we played intersquad games, it was clear he was a really good outfielder with range and good 

reads, too. 

“So later, as he was having a great season, I told (Rockies scout) Danny Montgomery, ‘If you draft him and give him 500 

at-bats for two years in a row in the minor leagues, he’s going to play in the big leagues.’ ” 

The Rockies’ took Hall’s advice, selecting Blackmon with the 72nd overall pick in the 2008 amateur draft. Blackmon faced 

more adversity from there: first a fractured foot in 2011, then turf toe and a logjam of outfielders that kept him from regular 

big-league action until  2012. 

But a stint in the Caribbean, Blackmon’s final decisive experience on the track to stardom, changed that sputtering 

trajectory. 

After filling in for Dexter Fowler down the stretch of the 2013 season, when he hit .309 in 82 games, Blackmon played in 

the Dominican that winter, where he found a balance between his intense approach to baseball and the relaxed mind-set 

needed to be successful in a game defined by failure. 
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“Charlie was so routine oriented for us when he played that if anything went wrong, it threw him off, and when he was in 

the minors it was kind of the same way,” Robinson explained. “Then he went to the Dominican. It was so laid back there, 

with no routine, and by the time he finished down there, he had his slides on while going to take extra swings before the 

game, and he’d be walking out to the field eating a piece of pizza. That’s not Charlie Blackmon.” 

That spring, rejuvenated from the Dominican — ” I didn’t work out as much there, but I felt like my baseball skills were 

sharper,” he said — Blackmon notched six hits from the leadoff spot in the Rockies’ home opener, asserting himself as 

the starter amid what had been a competitive race for the center field job. 

It was the first major indication to Blackmon’s teammates that the Dallas native who took an unusually winding road to the 

big leagues was here to stay. 

“He’s got two personalities — the Charlie that doesn’t have his uniform on, and the Charlie that’s about to go kick your 

(butt) on the field,” teammate Carlos Gonzalez said. “He turned into that monster that day (in 2014) — he doesn’t care 

who is pitching, and once he’s stepping on your neck, he’s not going to let you go. As a player and as a teammate, you 

appreciate that and you learn from that.” 

And while Blackmon has become a Coors Field fan favorite, his lumberjack beard, free-flowing locks and “Chuck Nazty” 

alter-ego also epitomize the grit he continues to bring to the lineup. 

“My best advice to Charlie would be, ‘Don’t change a thing,’ ” Weiss said. “Because he’s exactly what you want in a player 

— a guy who shows up every single day with a burning desire to win and a burning desire to get better.” 

Colorado Rockies beat reporter Patrick Saunders contributed to this report 
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Max Scherzer dominates, Jon Gray stumbles as Rockies lose to Nationals 
Charlie Blackmon homer not nearly enough for Colorado 
 
Patrick Saunders / Denver Post | Apr. 15, 2018 
 

WASHINGTON — The Rockies’ Jon Gray pitched pretty well — for five innings. 

Washington ace Max Scherzer pitched great — for seven innings. 

The predictable result on a perfect Saturday afternoon at Nationals Park? The Rockies lost 6-2, managing only one hit 

and striking out 11 times vs. Scherzer, the three-time Cy Young Award winner. It was the 67th time in Scherzer’s career 

that he fanned at least 10 batters. 

“He doesn’t make many mistakes, and when he does, his fastball is still moving pretty good,” Rockies rookie third 

baseman Ryan McMahon said. “His fastball really moves in on you. It might say just 96 (mph) but it explodes on you.” 

The day started out with promise for the Rockies, who had won three straight games coming in. They shocked Scherzer in 

the first inning with a walk by Gerardo Parra, followed by a two-run homer by Charlie Blackmon, who was back in the 

lineup after missing four games because of a quadriceps injury. It was Blackmon’s fifth homer, and they’ve all come on 

the road. 

But after Blackmon’s blast, Scherzer slammed the door shut, retiring 20 consecutive batters before departing after the 

seventh inning. 

With their offense in a deep early-season funk, and playing without all-star third baseman third base Nolan Arenado, who 

began serving his five-game suspension Saturday, the Rockies’ only real chance to win was if Gray was able to match 

Scherzer. Gray simply wasn’t up the challenge. Neither were Rockies hitters. By the end of the game, they had  fanned 14 

times. 

After giving up a solo homer to catcher Matt Weiters in the fourth, Gray clung to a 2-1 lead entering the sixth, and then it 

all caved in on him. 

“I can’t stress enough how frustrating it is to be out there — cruising — and let it all go to waste,” Gray said. 
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Back-to-back singles by Wilmer Difo and Bryce Harper brought manager Bud Black to the mound for a chat, but Black left 

Gray in. Two batters later, Weiters singled in a run, then Michael Taylor scored Harper on a bunt hit in front of the plate. 

Next came a two-run double by Moises Sierra, which was the back-breaker for Gray. 

“He was still throwing the ball with good velocity, good action to his pitches,” Black said, when asked why he stuck with 

Gray. “The ball climbed up a little bit against Difo and Harper. He got Adams out with a pop up on a high fastball. From 

there, the ball kept climbing a little bit more and he couldn’t fight his way through it. 

“That was a great challenge right there for Jon, to get through that. At that point, I thought he was still throwing the ball 

good enough to get through that inning.” 

It turned on not to be the case, and that was the end of the day for Gray, who was charged with five runs on eight hits, 

saw his record fall to 1-3 and his ERA rise to 6.23. 

Looking ahead 

Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (0-0, 5.65 ERA) at Nationals RHP Stephen Strasburg (2-1, 2.21), 11:35 a.m. Sunday; 

ATTRM, 850 AM 

Like teammate Jon Gray, who pitched Saturday, Anderson is looking to get off the roller coaster of inconsistency. He 

pitched better in his last start, but his fastball command has been scattered this season, and that affects his ability to set 

up his excellent changeup. In two road starts this season, Anderson has no record with a 7.56 ERA, four walks and seven 

strikeouts over 8 ⅓ innings. Strasburg allowed three hits and two walks while striking out eight over eight scoreless 

frames in a victory over the Braves on Tuesday. The right-hander has struggled against Rockies lefty slugger Charlie 

Blackmon, who has batted 5-for-11 with three doubles against him.  

Monday: Rockies RHP German Marquez (0-1, 4.97) at Pirates LHP Steven Brault (2-0, 3.46), 5:05 p.m., ATTRM 

Tuesday: Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (2-0, 2.04) at Pirates RHP Trevor Williams (3-0, 1.56), 5:05 p.m., ATTRM 

Wednesday: Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (0-2, 4.50) at Pirates RHP Chad Kuhl (1-1, 5.74), 10:35 a.m., No TV. 
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Without Nolan Arenado, Rockies’ struggling offense facing a huge challenge 
CarGo: “Sometimes things happen … We have to show up with the same intensity.” 
 
Patrick Saunders / Denver Post | Apr. 15, 2018 
 

WASHINGTON — Nolan Arenado’s locker in the visiting clubhouse at Nationals Ballpark was empty late Saturday 

afternoon. The Rockies’ all-star third baseman had already departed to begin serving his five-game suspension for 

fighting. 

Arenado’s absence leaves a gaping hole in a Rockies lineup that continues struggling mightily at the plate. 

You can toss out Saturday’s loss against Nationals ace Max Scherzer, because nobody’s going hit Scherzer when he 

pitches like this: seven innings, two runs, one hit, one walk, 11 strikeouts and 20 men set down in order after giving up a 

two-run homer in the first inning to Charlie Blackmon. 

Washington star outfielder Bryce Harper said, “It was one of the best games I’ve seen him throw in a long time.” 

Moving forward, however, the Rockies (8-8) must get more production, especially from the lower part of their order. 

Colorado is batting .220 as a team, 27th in the majors, and has an on-base percentage of .289 (29th). And the road 

doesn’t get any easier, because on Sunday the Rockies face Washington right-hander Stephen Strasburg, the Nationals’ 

second-best pitcher, who is 2-1 with a 2.21 ERA. 

Arenado is off to a relatively slow start, batting .288 (15-for-52), with just one homer, but he’s going to be missed at the 

plate, as well as in the field. 

“Nine out of 10 times, Nolan’s going to get the job in front of me,” said Carlos Gonzalez, who hit a homer and drove in 

both runs in the Rockies’ 2-1 victory over the Nationals on Friday night. “But whenever the guy in front of you doesn’t get 

the job done, you want to pick it up. That’s what really good teams do, they pick each other up. 

“We just need to keep pitching. It (doesn’t) matter who was in the lineup. Obviously, you want to have your horses out 

there. You want to have (Charlie) Blackmon and (Gerardo) Parra and DJ (LeMahieu) and Nolan. But sometimes things 

happen. Guys get hurt, guys get suspended. We have to show up with the same intensity and make plays behind our 

pitchers.” 

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/14/rockies-nolan-arenado-five-game-suspension-starts-saturday/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/14/rockies-nolan-arenado-five-game-suspension-starts-saturday/
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The trouble is, the Rockies are getting virtually no production from two key players: shortstop Trevor Story and first 

baseman/outfielder Ian Desmond, both of whom were disappointments last season. Story is batting .190 with a .277 on-

base percentage and 22 strikeouts in 58 at-bats (38 percent). Desmond, the former Nationals star, is hitting .185 with a 

.196 on-base percentage and 17 strikeouts in 54 at-bats (31 percent). 

Rookie Ryan McMahon, who started at third base in Arenado’s place Saturday, has just two hits in 23 at-bats (.087). 

Utility man Pat Valaika, who also could see time at third base during Arenado’s absence, is hitting just .067 (2-for-30). 

“I think I can contribute, absolutely,” Valaika said. “This is definitely not the start we wanted, but what are we going to do 

about it? I’m not going to think about these past two weeks. That’s not going to help me. Every day I’m coming to the park 

with a positive attitude and the main goal is to help the team any way I can.” 

McMahon chooses to see the situation as a chance. 

“I don’t see this as extra weight on me, I see it as an opportunity,” he said. “I just have to go out there and play well until 

Nolan gets back, and then welcome him back with open arms, because he is a hell of a player. We have to work with what 

we’ve got right now, but I still like our chances.” 
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Rockies’ Nolan Arenado begins serving five-game suspension on Saturday vs. Nationals 
Center fielder Charlie Blackmon returns to the lineup after missing four games with quad injury 
 
Patrick Saunders / Denver Post | Apr. 15, 2018 
 

WASHINGTON — Rockies all-star third baseman Nolan Arenado is out of the lineup Saturday against the Nationals as he 

begins serving his five-game suspension for throwing punches in Wednesday’s brawl between Colorado and the Padres. 

Arenado initially appealed, so he was able to play in Friday night’s 2-1 victory over the Nationals, but he then dropped his 

appeal and will serve the full five games of his suspension. He’ll miss the final two games of the series in Washington, as 

well as the three-game series at Pittsburgh which begins Monday. 

The good news for the Rockies is that center fielder Charlie Blackmon was back in the starting lineup Saturday after 

missing four games because of a tight right quadriceps muscle. 

Arenado, batting .288 with one home run in the early going, will not face the Nationals’ two best pitchers — Max Scherzer 

on Saturday, and Stephen Strasburg on Sunday. 

Rookie Ryan McMahon, who has been the club’s main backup at first base, started at third base Saturday. McMahon has 

just one hit in 20 at-bats. 

Colorado outfielder Gerardo Parra, who was handed a four-game suspension, will remain active until Arenado’s 

suspension is complete. The Rockies cannot call up a player from the minors to replace a player on the 25-man big-

league roster. 

Friday, Major League Baseball handed out discipline for Wednesday’s melee between the Rockies and Padres at Coors 

Field. In addition to Arenado’s suspension for charging the mound and throwing punches, Padres starting pitcher Luis 

Perdomo received a five-game suspension for intentionally throwing a pitch at Arenado to open the third inning. Perdomo 

also threw his glove at Arenado when Arenado came charging after him. 

Parra received his four-game suspension for fighting during the incident, while Padres pitcher Buddy Baumann has 

received a one-game suspension. Perdomo, Arenado, Parra and Baumann all received undisclosed fines in addition to 

their suspensions. The players who were fined for their actions during the brawl but not suspended were catcher A.J. Ellis 

and infielder Freddy Galvis of the Padres, and Rockies starting pitcher German Márquez. Marquez, who got in the middle 

of the melee and was ejected, didn’t throw a punch, but he did throw a towel. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player43796.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
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Two reasons why Nolan Arenado is just going to serve his suspension 
One reason is strategic, but the other may be even simpler 
 
Renee Dechert / Purple Row | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 

Late on Friday afternoon, MLB announced that Nolan Arenado had been given a five-game suspension while Gerardo 

Parra had received a four-game suspension. Both players, as well as Germán Márquez, were fined undisclosed 

amounts. Arenado and Parra appealed the decision, presumably in an attempt to reduce the penalty, and played in the 

second game against the Washington Nationals. 

Shortly before Saturday’s game, we learned that Arenado had withdrawn his appeal and would begin his suspension 

immediately. (Since two players can’t be suspended at the same time, Parra played on Saturday, and his appeal is 

pending. He will sit out his suspension when Arenado’s has ended.) 

Arenado’s decisions came as a surprise. 

Nick Groke 

✔@nickgroke 

 
Nolan Arenado will not continue his appeal. So he will miss five games. Kinda surprised tbh. Bryce Harper appealed his 
from four to three last season after charging Hunter Strickland... 
10:11 AM - Apr 14, 2018 

It was widely assumed that Arenado would get a reduced suspension on appeal, and the rationale was MLB’s treatment 

of Bryce Harper, who was thrown at, rushed the mound, “trad[ed] punches to the head with Strickland,” and received 

a suspension. 

Here’s how the Nationals made their case, according to the Washington Post: 

Everyone with the Nationals made a case against the suspension, which they did not feel appropriately considered the 

relative culpability of the parties involved. Had Harper not charged the mound, the argument went, Strickland would have 

gotten away with firing a 98 mph projectile at one of the game’s best players — though, of course, a less-talented target 

would not make the act any less troublesome. 

When Harper appealed, his four-game suspension was reduced to three. 

Nolan Arenado, a gifted player in a similar situation, has taken a different approach. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23156986/nolan-arenado-luis-perdomo-suspended-5-games-colorado-rockies-san-diego-padres-brawl
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130000/nolan-arenado
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31904/gerardo-parra
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31904/gerardo-parra
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258592/german-marquez
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/washington-nationals
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23170957/nolan-arenado-colorado-rockies-drops-appeal-begins-5-game-suspension
https://twitter.com/nickgroke
https://twitter.com/nickgroke
https://twitter.com/nickgroke
https://twitter.com/nickgroke
https://twitter.com/nickgroke/status/985188785934782464
https://twitter.com/nickgroke/status/985188785934782464
https://twitter.com/nickgroke/status/985188785934782464
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/124819/bryce-harper
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/19499351/bryce-harper-washington-nationals-suspended-four-games-hunter-strickland-san-francisco-giants-six
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/nationals-journal/wp/2017/05/31/bryce-harpers-suspension-reduced-to-three-games/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b4f90b6ca098
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/295817/bryce-harper
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Strategically speaking, it makes sense. Arenado will miss five road games (two against the Nationals and three against 

the Pirates) and be ready to play when the Rockies meet the Cubs in Denver next week. Arenado has said he will leave 

the team and go to the Rockies’ facilities in Salt River to stay in game shape. That’s the first reason he probably dropped 

his appeal. 

Some of my colleagues on the Purple Row Slack feed suggested that perhaps he needed to rest the knee that had been 

sore earlier in the season. 

I agree, and I’d like to suggest an additional (and admittedly subjective) reason: Nolan is taking responsibility for his 

actions. 

This week, I (unexpectedly) spent a lot of time thinking and writing about the brawl. Among other things, I wrote that 

Nolan took responsibility for his actions, starting in the post-game locker room interview. I would argue that in deciding 

not to appeal, he is continuing to do that. Even though Luis Perdomo threw at him, Arenado recognizes that he broke the 

rules: He rushed the mound, he tried to hit Perdomo, and his actions led to the benches being cleared. 

 “It is what it is.” 

That’s the ultimate Buddhist mantra of acceptance and the line Arenado keeps repeating, which leads us to the second 

reason Arenado may have given up the appeal. In choosing not to appeal, he's accepting his punishment. The MLB 

politics of suspensions are beyond the scope of this article, but Nolan Arenado has decided to take his medicine. 

Moreover, the whole “base-brawl” media circus has to be a terrible distraction for a guy who just wants to play baseball. In 

one article, UFC lightweight contender Kevin Lee offers a critique of Arenado’s fighting form. (And I write that as 

someone who devoted considerable space to discussing his hair, something I enjoyed doing but now see as making light 

of a serious subject.) 

If Nolan Arenado wants to get back to playing baseball, then his best strategy is not to draw out the process through an 

appeal but rather to leave for five days, let this blow over, find some emotional space for himself, and then come back to 

the work at hand. Rockies fans love Nolan Arenado for lots of reasons – the clutch hitting, the fielding that seems to defy 

the laws of physics (and that we will miss for five long games), and the enduring determination, no matter the score. But 

he is, at the end of the day, a serious baseball player, and his decision reminds us of that. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/pittsburgh-pirates
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/chicago-cubs
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/4/13/17229708/rockies-padres-brawl-nolan-arenados-hair
https://twitter.com/APiroSports/status/984200150557122560
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/276398/luis-perdomo
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/276398/luis-perdomo
http://www.tampabay.com/baseball-fights-more-appropriate-for-ufc-ap_sportsb39677cea23048878f412e4f1421ce95
http://www.tampabay.com/baseball-fights-more-appropriate-for-ufc-ap_sportsb39677cea23048878f412e4f1421ce95
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Washington Nationals 6, Colorado Rockies 2: Jon Gray melts down, Max Scherzer dominates 
Jon Gray’s issues in 2018 continued while the two-time Cy Young Award winner mowed down the Rockies 
 
Jordan Freemyer / Purple Row | Apr. 14, 2018 
 

Despite taking an early lead, Nationals ace Max Scherzer shut down the Rockies, and Jon Gray could only match him 

for so long in a 6-2 Rockies loss on Saturday. The Rockies had a 2-0 lead before Gray even took the mound as Charlie 

Blackmon marked his return to the lineup with a two-run home run in the top of the first. However, that was all the offense 

the Rockies would get as a four-run sixth ended up being Gray’s, and the Rockies’, undoing. 

Jon Gray coughs up another big inning 

For the third time in four starts in 2018, it was one bad inning that doomed Gray. The Rockies led the game 2-1 going to 

the bottom of the sixth. Gray started the inning by allowing bloop singles to Wilmer Difo and Bryce Harper before 

getting Matt Adams to pop out. Gray then allowed a single to Matt Wieters that tied the game and Michael A. Taylor 

gave Washington the lead with a squeeze bunt. Moises Sierra then put the game out of reach with a two-run double that 

chased Gray from the mound. 

Max Scherzer does his thing 

Scherzer, on the other hand, did not let early troubles rattle him. He walked Gerardo Parra before Blackmon’s first inning 

home run and then proceeded to retire 20 Rockies in a row for the next 62⁄3 innings. Blackmon’s long ball was the only hit 

Scherzer allowed in seven innings, with the walk to Parra and 11 strikeouts. 

Looking ahead 

The Rockies will look to secure a series win tomorrow, with Tyler Anderson on the mound against Washington’s Stephen 

Strasburg. First pitch is scheduled for 11:35 a.m. Mountain time. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/washington-nationals
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31245/max-scherzer
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244745/jon-gray
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/252044/wilmer-difo
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/124819/bryce-harper
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130079/matt-adams
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/32335/matt-wieters
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/70498/moises-sierra
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/295859/max-scherzer
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31904/gerardo-parra
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/188835/tyler-anderson
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Colorado Rockies morning after: Two positives from Saturday’s loss 
 
Edison Hatter / Purple Row | Apr. 14, 2018 
 
 

On Saturday afternoon, the Colorado Rockies continued their four-game series in Washington, D.C., against the 

Nationals. After the Rox took the first two contests on Thursday and Friday, the Nats finally got in the win column with a 6-

2 victory on Saturday. 

While the Rockies now fall back to .500 at 8-8, there were two positive takeaways from the game in the forms of Charlie 

Blackmon and Chris Rusin. 

BLACKMON RETURNS WITH A BANG 

After some tightness in his right quad led the All-Star Blackmon to be day-to-day entering the Nationals series, he was 

able to be reinserted into the lineup for the Saturday afternoon contest. 

Blackmon wasted no time at all in his return, launching the second pitch he saw in his first plate appearance of the day for 

a two-run homer to right field over the Nationals scoreboard. Unfortunately, the hit ended up being one of only two for the 

Rockies on the entire day and the only one allowed by Washington ace Max Scherzer. 

RUSIN WORKS OUT OF BIG TROUBLE IN SEVENTH 

Rusin was brought into the game in the seventh inning with a runner on first base and no outs. He promptly gave up a 

single and a walk to load the bases for the Nationals with no outs. However, he was able to get the next batter, Matt 

Adams, to ground into a rare 4-2-3 double play. With the infield in, DJ LeMahieu fielded the ball at second, threw to Tony 

Wolters for the force out and home plate, and Wolters was able to throw onto Ian Desmond in time for the double play. 

Following that, Rusin induced a popout to end the inning and keep the Nats off the board in the seventh inning. 

The Rockies and Nationals will finish their four-game series tomorrow afternoon at 11:35 am (Mountain time) before the 

Rox move onto Pittsburgh to face the Pirates for a series slated to go Monday through Wednesday. However, the weather 

forecast is not looking so great in Pittsburgh for the start of the series. Rox Pile co-expert Kevin Henry is traveling with the 

Rockies and will have reports from the final game in Washington on Sunday as well as the entire series in Pittsburgh, 

including any weather delays and updates. Follow us on Twitter for the latest information. 

http://roxpile.com/
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/4/14/17238376/washington-nationals-colorado-rockies-game-recap-jon-gray-max-scherzer
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/4/14/17238376/washington-nationals-colorado-rockies-game-recap-jon-gray-max-scherzer
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/rusinch01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/adamsma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/adamsma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/wolteto01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/wolteto01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/desmoia01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://twitter.com/RoxPileFS
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Colorado Rockies: Third time through lineup again dooms Jon Gray 
 
Kevin Henry / Purple Row | Apr. 14, 2018 
 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Stop me if you have heard this one before. The Colorado Rockies got a strong start from Jon 

Gray but saw a big inning against the right-hander eventually became the team’s undoing on its way to a loss. 

Yes, you heard it the last time Gray pitched … and in the season-opener in Arizona. You will hear it again today after the 

Washington Nationals snapped Colorado’s three-game winning streak with a 6-2 victory in our nation’s capital. 

As I was talking to Nationals fans before the game, their common complaint was that the Washington offense was mired 

in a funk. Eleven runs over the last five games will draw that kind of response from fans of any Major League team. 

But there seems to be a tonic for those issues … batting against Gray when you’ve already faced him twice in the game. 

Heading into Saturday’s contest, check out the slash line this season for batters who are seeing Gray for the third time: 

.429/.529/.714 with a 1.244 OPS. On Saturday, Washington’s lineup did its damage the third time through, going 5-for-6 

with four runs scored. A 2-1 deficit quickly ballooned to a 5-2 lead. 

“I can’t stress how frustrating it is to go out there and cruise and let it all go to waste,” a visibly agitated Gray told Rox Pile 

and other media members after the game. “I can be good 95 percent of the time but if you’re not good 5 percent of the 

time, it doesn’t matter, I guess. I have to find a way to be good right there.” 

While that deficit was nothing that couldn’t be overcome, against a pitcher like Max Scherzer, it quickly becomes a 

Herculean task. That’s the same Scherzer who struck out 11 Rockies on Saturday, the 67th time in his career he has 

struck out 10 or more batters in an outing. 

A first-inning walk by Gerardo Parra and a Charlie Blackmon homer on the second pitch he saw from Scherzer. That 

was the only damage and those were the only baserunners of the first seven innings for the Rockies. After Blackmon’€ ™s 

home run, Colorado saw its next 20 consecutive batters retired. 

Twenty batters. In a row. Colorado started with a bang but ended with a whimper against the defending Cy Young winner. 

But back to Gray. Saturday’s outing looked very similar to his last start at Coors Field against the San Diego Padres on 

https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/grayjo02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/grayjo02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/scherma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/parrage01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/y/youngcy01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/09/jon-gray-rockies-lose-padres/
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April 9. A strong start but a pitcher’s (Clayton Richard) home run was part of a five-run fourth inning that spelled the end 

for Gray and Colorado’s chances of winning that game. 

After Saturday’s sixth-inning demise, Gray is now 1-3 with a 6.23 ERA. Something has to get right quickly. 

Colorado was in a position to win on Saturday. However, two runs and one hit is usually not enough to make that happen. 

It was a case of an ace getting the better of a pitcher who is working to become an ace … but still has a ways to go. 

  

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/09/jon-gray-rockies-lose-padres/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/richacl01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Gray falters, Scherzer does not in Rockies loss 
 
Drew Creasman / BSN Denver | Apr. 14, 2018 

 

  
It looked for a moment like the Colorado Rockies might sneak a win in Washington on a day when Max Scherzer looked 

like exactly what he is; one of the very best pitchers in all of baseball. 

But Charlies Blackmon’s first-inning, two-run home run—on his first swing back from missing four of five games with back 

and right quad tightness—would not hold up in the 6-2 loss on a beautiful Saturday afternoon in the nation’s capital. 

Jon Gray continues to be haunted by the one inning that gets away. This time, it came in the sixth when a couple of bloop 

hits led to a couple of hard line drives from Matt Weiters—who had provided Washington’s only run in the game to that 

point with a homer—and youngster Moises Sierra. The inning even featured Bryce Harper sliding in underneath a glove 

toss from first baseman Ian Desmond after a Michael Taylor bunt. 

There was plenty of bad luck again but Gray did a poor job of minimizing the damage, especially losing focus against 

Sierra on a 2-2 count and floating a pitch right down the middle to a guy who is hitting below .200. 

Gray isn’t getting the same whiff action on his slider that he has previously in his career and these lapses in focus 

certainly aren’t helping matters. He has plenty of time to turn things around but with now four of his last five outings 

looking nothing like the ace-like stuff we’ve come to expect from him, there is going to be some concern. 

With Scherzer setting down 20 straight after the Blackmon homer and the Rockies only recording two hits in the game—

the other coming from Ryan McMahon—that inning was the decider for the Nationals win. 

FINAL STATS: 

Rockies: 

Jon Gray: 5.2 IP, 8 H, 5 ER (6.23 ERA), 1 BB, 6 K 

Antonio Senzatela: 0.1, 2 H, 1 ER 

Chris Rusin: 1.2 IP, 2 H, 0 ER, 1 BB, 1 K 

Charlie Blackmon: 1-for-4, 1 R, 2 RBI, HR, 3 K 

Ryan McMahon: 1-for-3, 2 K 
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Nationals: 

Max Scherzer: 7 IP, 1 H, 2 ER, 1 BB, 11 K 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies aim to win the series, the National try to split it on Sunday afternoon… or morning depending on where you 

are. First pitch is at 11:05 Mountain Time. Tyler Anderson takes on Stephen Strasburg. 

 

  
  
  

  

https://www.bsndenver.com/gray-falters-scherzer-does-not-in-rockies-loss/
https://www.bsndenver.com/gray-falters-scherzer-does-not-in-rockies-loss/
https://www.bsndenver.com/gray-falters-scherzer-does-not-in-rockies-loss/
https://www.bsndenver.com/gray-falters-scherzer-does-not-in-rockies-loss/
mailto:?subject=Gray%20falters,%20Scherzer%20does%20not%20in%20Rockies%20loss&BODY=I%20found%20this%20article%20interesting%20and%20thought%20of%20sharing%20it%20with%20you.%20Check%20it%20out:%20https://www.bsndenver.com/gray-falters-scherzer-does-not-in-rockies-loss/
mailto:?subject=Gray%20falters,%20Scherzer%20does%20not%20in%20Rockies%20loss&BODY=I%20found%20this%20article%20interesting%20and%20thought%20of%20sharing%20it%20with%20you.%20Check%20it%20out:%20https://www.bsndenver.com/gray-falters-scherzer-does-not-in-rockies-loss/
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Nolan Arenado and the Rockies did what needed to be done 
 
Drew Creasman / BSN Denver | Apr. 14, 2018 

 

  
DENVER – The first rule of Fight Club is: you do not talk about Fight Club. 

And the second rule of Fight Club is: if you throw a weapon at my head, you better be ready to stand and throw hands. 

The Colorado Rockies, from manager Bud Black on down, have made it abundantly clear that they are not proud of 

what transpired at Coors Field on Wednesday between themselves and the San Diego Padres. 

They understand their position as role models and, to a man, apologized to any young kids who happened to witness the 

dust-up between the division rivals. 

“We don’t show up to the ballpark to create that kind of atmosphere. We understand that there’s a lot of kids watching us 

play, you know,” said team-leader Carlos Gonzalez. “There’s a lot of kids who love number 28 [Nolan Arenado] and that’s 

the last thing they want to see. But, we’re human beings and everyone reacts different. We all make mistakes if you want 

to call it that way. But, no matter what, we’ve always got each other. So, Nolan reacted that way, of course we’re going to 

support him and we all went out there and tried to protect him. Like I said, we’re not trying to fight. This isn’t a fight, it’s 

baseball, and sometimes it happens.” 

In this statement, CarGo sums up the Catch-22 that he and his teammates found themselves in the moment Arenado took 

a step toward the mound after a 96 mph fastball went whizzing behind him at about shoulder height. 

You don’t get to threaten a person’s livelihood just because you’re angry and silly, ancient, unwritten rules dictate you do 

something stupid and dangerous. 

German Marquez, who was ejected for his part in escalating things, reiterated the regret emanating from the post-game 

clubhouse: “I saw things that should never really happen. You know, we are role models for kids. We know they’re 

watching this game and we all watch this game. We all make mistakes in life, and we made one today.” 

But perhaps the only mistake worse than outright engaging in a benches-clearing brawl would have been not to. 

“We are a team and we care for one other and fight for each other,” Marquez said later. 

https://www.bsndenver.com/inside-the-rockies-clubhouse-colorado-reacts-to-brawl-with-padres/
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So many little combustible elements had been bubbling under the surface but once your best player, a premier player in 

the game, has decided what just happened is unacceptable, the team better have his back. And they did. 

“I mean the guy was throwing 94, 93. That was the hardest pitch he threw all day, like 96, 97, close to your head,” 

continued CarGo. “We don’t know how you’re going to react. I don’t how I’m going to react if I’m going to charge the 

mound or say something. But, everyone’s different. Nolan reacted that way, and we’re going to go out there and try to 

protect him, and that’s exactly what we did.” 

Gonzalez and teammates had one goal in mind once they stormed the field. 

“By the time I reached the mound, we were surrounded by Padres, so my one concern was to try and protect him the 

whole time,” he said. “Even if you have to take a couple punches or throw some punches, just make sure you’re gonna be 

out there for your teammates.” 

But there were some involved in the fracas who seemed to have another agenda. Padres coach Mark McGwire could be 

seen engaging in an intense conversation with Arenado as the umpires struggled to restore order. 

According to Gonzalez, who was nearby, McGwire admitted that the Padres had team-wide intent with their decision to 

throw at one of the best players in the game as a retaliation for Scott Oberg’s accidents the night and series before. 

There was some back and forth, some words,” CarGo said of the altercation within an altercation. “He said we hit a couple 

guys and he was like, ‘What do you expect? Of course we’re going to send a message.’ But, it’s over. We still have a lot of 

games ahead of us against the Padres. We’re here to play baseball, we’re not here to create any more problems, so I’m 

excited to do that.” 

Arenado was a bit more diplomatic about the exchange. 

“He was trying to explain something, I was trying to explain something, no big deal,” Arenado said. “I got respect for 

Mark.” 

Where Gonzalez’ statement about the surging tensions being relegated to the past came off like a declaration, the man at 

the center of the action struck more of a hopeful tone. 
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“I don’t know, we’ll see. I don’t have the answer for that one,” Arenado said about this whole thing being over and done 

with. “We play them in a couple weeks here, so we’ll see. But hopefully, we can win the series. They won the series, and I 

don’t think we’re happy about that. So, hopefully, we can get a series against them.” 

And he knows the hammer is coming down on him. 

“Yeah, I expect to get suspended, he said. “I don’t know how long. Hopefully, it’s not a long time, but I expect something 

probably be happening.” 

Manager Bud Black says, despite knowing his pitchers weren’t hitting anyone on purpose, he could tell the Padres’ 

frustrations were growing. 

“I could sense some, you know, when you’re down on the field, you can hear some frustration from the other dugout at 

times, and I sensed that from their side,” he said. 

As far as commenting on the fight itself, Black wouldn’t go much farther than to say: “It’s part of the game.” 

The Rockies would prefer to Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind this whole incident away. There were a lot of hit 

batsmen but nothing was intentional. 

Blessed are the forgetful, for they get the better even of their blunders. 

McGwire and Luis Perdomo made it clear that their, far more reprehensible actions, were intentional. And then Perdomo 

didn’t even have the courage to stand by his, cowering away from an encounter he unnecessarily started. 

It’s also important to remember the seventh rule of Fight Club: fights will go on as long as they have to. 

These two teams will be battling each other, one way or another, all year. 

“I mean, things happen,” Arenado stated. “It’s part of the game. I know these situations are part of the game. You drill a 

couple guys, they’re going to come at you. It is what is. But, like I said, we won today and that’s all that matters. I was 

really happy about that. Hopefully go back tomorrow and get another win.” 
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The Rockies have been playing .500 baseball so far in 2018, but they are 1-0 in the ring. 

Violence on the baseball diamond should never be condoned and storylines about how moments like these can spark a 

team that needs one are a bit overblown. 

But the Colorado Rockies have established early on that they will literally run into hand-to-hand combat for each other if 

they must. 

That trust will embed itself in the team but now it’s time to move on and focus on the field. After all, the first rule is… well, 

I’m not really supposed to talk about it. 

 

 
  

https://www.bsndenver.com/nolan-arenado-and-the-rockies-did-what-needed-to-be-done/
https://www.bsndenver.com/nolan-arenado-and-the-rockies-did-what-needed-to-be-done/
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Bud Black explains how Max Scherzer shut down Rockies’ bats 
 
Casey Light / Mile High Sports | Apr. 15, 2018 
 

 
After allowing a four-pitch walk to Gerardo Parra and a two-run home run to Charlie Blackmon in the first inning, 

Washington Nationals right-hander Max Scherzer went on to retire 20 consecutive Rockies hitters on Saturday to help 

deliver a 6-2 Nationals win. The three-time Cy Young winner now leads the National League in both wins (3) and 

strikeouts (38). 

Scherzer was simply dominant against a Rockies lineup that was without Nolan Arenado, who began serving the five-

game suspension handed down for his actions in a brawl with the San Diego Padres on Wednesday. Scherzer improved 

to 3-1 on the season, striking out 11 hitters and issuing just the one walk to Parra and the home run to Blackmon. 

Rockies Manager Bud Black suggested postgame that Colorado was caught somewhat off guard by the 33-year-old’s 

velocity, despite Scherzer’s reputation as one of the best in the game. 

“We talked about it prior to the game. This guy is one of the best pitchers in baseball, and he had velocity at the top of the 

strike zone. He had a really good cutter, and he manipulates the slider to get it going away from the righties, into the 

lefties, mixed in a few changeups. He really pitched, and again, we didn’t really have many good swings.” 

Scherzer touched 96.6 mph on a pitch to Tony Wolters, a 3-2 fastball up in the zone that resulted in a fly out to left field. 

Of the 10 balls put into play against Scherzer and tracked by Statcast on Saturday, only two of them had an exit velocity 

of greater than 90 mph — the Blackmon home run and a groundout off the bat of pitcher Jon Gray. 

The loss evened the Rockies’ record at 8-8, while Washington moved to 7-8. Colorado, who won the first two games of 

the four-game weekend series, will need to beat another Nationals pitcher with the ability to shut down a lineup, Stephen 

Strasburg, on Sunday to steal a series win. Tyler Anderson pitches for Colorado. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/parrage01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/scherma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://milehighsports.com/colorados-bats-go-silent-after-blackmons-home-run-rockies-lose-6-2/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/y/youngcy01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Colorado bats go silent after Blackmon’s home run, Rockies lose 6-2 
 
Ronnie Kohert / Mile High Sports | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 

Washington Nationals pitcher Max Scherzer allowed a first-inning two-run home run to Colorado Rockies 

outfielder Charlie Blackmon, but then retired the next 20 batters as the Rockies offense sputtered to a 6-2 loss in 

Washington. 

Blackmon belted his fifth home run of the year over the right-field scoreboard at Nationals Park, but the Rockies couldn’t 

solve Scherzer the rest of the way. The Nationals ace threw 103 pitches, pitching seven innings and allowing only two 

earned runs and one hit. Scherzer fans 11 Rockies in the win keeping the Nationals chances at a split-series alive. 

Jon Gray (1-3) took the mound for the Rockies hoping to bounce back from his previous start, a five inning – seven 

earned runs allowed performance against San Diego. Gray once again struggled against the Nationals pitching 5.2 inning 

while allowing five earned runs and eight hits. 

Gray did start the game strong, only allowing three base-runners and a solo home run leading up to the sixth inning, but 

that’s where everything fell apart. Gray allowed back-to-back singles to lead off the inning before the runs starts to 

come. Matt Wieters — who solo-homered off Gray earlier in the 4th inning — got the scoring started once more on a 

single to left-field, tying the game at two. 

The Nationals would score three more runs in the inning, including a two-run double by Moises Sierra and that’s all they 

needed as Colorado wouldn’t score again in the game. 

Striking out as a team 14-times and finishing 0-2 with runners in scoring position. Colorado’s offense was non-existent 

after the first inning. Collecting only two-hits in the game, the Rockies four through eight hitters in the line-up combined at 

the plate 1-15 with eight strike-outs. 

What’s next 

Colorado is expected to send Tyler Anderson (0-0) to the mound against Nationals pitcher Stephen Strasburg (2-1) with 

an opportunity to win the series Sunday. First pitch 11:35 MST at Nationals Park. 

 

  
  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/scherma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/grayjo02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/wietema01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Rockies' Nolan Arenado begins serving 5-game suspension 
 
Associated Press / ESPN.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
 
WASHINGTON -- Colorado Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado has dropped his appeal and will immediately begin 

serving his five-game suspension from Major League Baseball for his part in Wednesday's brawl with San Diego. 

A team spokesman confirmed Arenado would start the suspension beginning with Saturday's game against Washington. 

Arenado charged the mound after Padres pitcher Luis Perdomo threw a pitch behind his back during the Rockies' 6-4 

victory. 

Ryan McMahon replaced Arenado in the lineup at third base Saturday. 

Rockies outfielder Gerardo Parra is still appealing his four-game suspension and is in the lineup on Saturday, batting 

second. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23119472/colorado-rockies-nolan-arenado-charges-san-diego-padres-luis-perdomo-setting-brawl
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/wsh/washington-nationals
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35970/luis-perdomo
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33247/ryan-mcmahon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29807/gerardo-parra
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Scherzer dominates, Nats end 3-game skid, beat Rockies 6-2 
 
Associated Press / ESPN.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
 
WASHINGTON -- Before Saturday's game at Washington, Colorado manager Bud Black stated the obvious in saying that 

Nationals pitcher Max Scherzer was one of the three best pitchers in baseball. 

Black admitted afterward that Scherzer was even "better than we expected." 

Scherzer dominated after an early hiccup, striking out 11 and retiring his final 20 batters as the Nationals ended a three-

game skid by beating Colorado 6-2. 

Scherzer (3-1) issued a one-out walk in the first inning and Charlie Blackmon followed with a home run. That was all the 

Rockies managed against Scherzer, who has won the last two NL Cy Young Awards. 

"Try and keep throwing up zeroes, keep working quick and let the goose eggs keep going and that seems to provide 

momentum for the offense," Scherzer said. 

Scherzer did his part, striking out the next five batters after the homer and going seven innings. He has fanned at least 10 

in three of his four starts this year. 

Matt Wieters hit his first homer of the season, connecting in the fourth. He added an RBI single in a four-run sixth that 

broke the game open for Washington. 

Washington had scored just one run in each of the first two games of the series and had put up a combined five runs in 

Scherzer's previous three starts. None of that worried Scherzer, who trusted the Nationals offense to break through, even 

if he had to get it on the act a bit. 

Scherzer got Washington's third hit of the game and reached second on a throwing error, one inning before the Nationals 

turned four hits into four runs in the sixth. 

The Nationals scored their most runs in an outing since putting up six at Atlanta on April 3, a span of 10 games. 

Blackmon, who had missed the last four games for Colorado with right quad tightness, hit his fifth homer of the season. 

The Rockies had won three in a row. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28976/max-scherzer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29287/matt-wieters
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Jon Gray (1-3) allowed five runs on eight hits over 5 2/3 innings, striking out six. 

"I can't stress how frustrating it is to go out there and cruise, and let it all go to waste," Gray said. 

Bryce Harper doubled and singled. He scored to give the Nationals their first lead at 3-2 in the sixth after Washington 

manager Dave Martinez challenged the ruling on the field that Harper was out at the plate on a bunt by Michael A. Taylor, 

a call that was overturned. 

"From where I was he looked safe, he really did," Martinez said. "I thought he slid under the tag and had his feet in and it 

worked out." 

Moises Sierra drove in two runs for Washington in his first big league start since 2014 with the White Sox. He played in 

place of outfielder Brian Goodwin was a late scratch with a sore left wrist, which has sidelined him since he left in the 

eighth inning of Wednesday's 5-3 loss to the Braves. 

SERVING TIME 

Rockies 3B Nolan Arenado dropped his appeal and began serving a five-game suspension for his part in Wednesday's 

brawl with the Padres. Outfielder Gerardo Parra, who is facing a four-game suspension for the same incident, was in the 

lineup and scored on Blackmon's home run in the first after drawing a walk. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Nationals: 3B Anthony Rendon(toe) was out of the starting lineup for the first time this season. He left Friday's game after 

fouling a ball off his left big toe in the fifth inning. "He's sore, real sore," Martinez said. "He's probably going to be day-to-

day. The X-rays are negative so that's a good sign. He took a pretty big blow to his big toe so we'll see how he feels." ... 

Martinez said Goodwin became sore taking swings in the cage during warmups and will be reevaluated on Sunday. 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: LHP Tyler Anderson (0-0, 5.65) had a season-high eight strikeouts in his last start against the Padres on April 

10. 

Nationals: RHP Stephen Strasburg (2-1, 2.21) is 4-4 with a 3.97 ERA in eight career starts against the Rockies. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33203/jon-gray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30951/bryce-harper
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30675/moises-sierra
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32174/brian-goodwin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29807/gerardo-parra
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32098/anthony-rendon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32151/tyler-anderson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30373/stephen-strasburg
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Sunday 4X4: Another Shade of Gray 
 
Tracy Ringolsby / Inside the Seams | Apr. 14, 2018 
 

During the final two months of the 2017 season, Jon Gray emerged as the go-to-guy in the Rockies rotation. He was 7-2 

with a 2.44 ERA in his final 11 starts, a key factor in the Rockies being able to claim the second NL wild-card. 

He got roughed up in the wild-card game against Arizona, but then so did Diamondbacks starter Zack Greinke. 

The Rockies and Gray came into the 2018 season with every reason to feel Gray, the third player selected in the 2013 

draft, to further establish himself among the game's elite pitchers. There is still plenty of time for that to happen, but in the 

opening month of the season Gray has struggled. 

The latest example came on Saturday at Washington. For five innings, Gray was the Rockies answer to Nationals' Cy 

Young winner Max Scherzer. A 2-1 lead, however turned into a 6-2 loss when Gray gave up four runs while retiring only 

two batters in the sixth inning. Five of the six batters Gray faced in the sixth inning had base hits. Gray's day ended after 

Moises Sierra doubled home two runs, but was thrown out attempting to advance to third. 

"I can't stress how frustrating it is to go out there and cruise and then let it all go to waste," Gray said. "I can be good 95 

percent of the time but not good five percent of the time. It doesn't matter, I guess. I've got to find a way to be good right 

there." 

The promise of last year came during the Rockies battle to hang on to a wild-card invite to the post-season. Gray asserted 

himself in August and September, when others wore down. In his two no-decisions, he allowed three runs in 5 2/3 innings 

of a 6-3 loss at Miami, and he pitched five shutout innings, allowing two hits and striking out seven in a game the Padres 

rallied to win 4-3 at Coors Field. 

In his first four starts this year, he won at San Diego on April 4, shutting the Padres out on four hits and no walks in seven 

innings. In the three other starts, however, he allowed 15 runs in 14 2/3 innings. That included that four-run Nationals' rally 

in a sixth inning that began with Gray and the Rockies leading 2-1 thanks to Charlie Blackmon's first-inning home run -- 

the only hit Scherzer allowed in seven innings. 



    

32 
 

"He matched (Scherzer)," Black said. "These types of games are learning experiences for Jon and other pitchers who 

match up against these types of great pitchers. When you go up against a guy like Scherzer, man, you've got to be on 

your game. And Jon was on it for five innings, and then the ball climbed up a little bit." 

A concern in the first 16 games of the season has been the Rockies lack of contract. The Rockies have struck out 155 

times in 16 games. That's 9.688 strikeouts a game, second to only the Phillies at 9.692 strikeouts per game, although the 

Phillies have played three fewer games so they have smaller strikeout total. The Rockies struck out a season-high 14 

times on Saturday -- 11 in seven innings against Scherzer. It was the 11th time in 16 games the Rockies have reached 

double figures in strikeouts.  

MLB has done something the rest of baseball hasn't been able to do. Arenado began sitting out a five-game suspension 

on Saturday for a bench-clearing at Coors Field on Wednesday. Big deal? Well, in the last three seasons combined, 

Arenado played in all but 10 games. The most games he missed in any of the last three seasons? He did not appear in 

five games in 2015. He also missed two in 2016, and three last season . 

Shouldn't be a big surprise that the Rockies struck out a season-high 14 times on Saturday. Scherze struck out 11 batters 

in seven innings. He is one of the most dominate pitchers in the game. Scherzer has struck out more than 200 batters in 

each of the last six seasons. He is a three-time Cy Young Award winner, who led the NL in strikeouts the past two 

seasons. 
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Saturday 4X4: Arenado Begins Suspension; Blackman Back -- Hitting 3rd 
 
Tracy Ringolsby / Inside the Seams | Apr. 14, 2018 
 

Nolan Arenado is heading to Arizona for a couple days. 

He decided to accept his five-game suspension for his part in the bench-clearing at Coors Field on Wednesday. By 

starting his suspension on Saturday, Arenado will miss the final two games in Washington this weekend, and the three-

game series in Pittsburgh that begins on Monday. 

He, however, will be back in the lineup when the Rockies return home to host the Cubs in a three-game series starting 

next Friday. 

With Arenado out of the lineup, Blackmon, who had been sidelined with a right quad injury, not only was in the lineup on 

Saturday but he was hitting third, Arenado's normal spot, instead of  lead-off, where he has hit the bulk of his career. 

It didn't seem to bother Blackmon to move down in the lineup. In his first at-bat on Saturday he delivered a two-run home 

run off Nationals' right-hander Max Scherzer.  

Blackmon was in the starting lineup hitting third for only the fifth time in his career. He came into a game in 2012 and 2014 

and had one at-bat each time in the No. 3 slot. 

He, however, was in the starting lineup hitting third twice in 2015 and twice in 2017, and was a combined 6-for-15 in those 

four games. 

Meanwhile, rookie Ryan McMahon stepped in at third base in place of Arenado on Saturday, his first career big-league 

appearance at third base. McMahon, however, was drafted as a third baseman. Two years ago the Rockies began looking 

at him as a first baseman, knowing he could be blocked at third base by the presence of Arenado. His three previous 

starts this season have been at first base. 

The Rockies 2-1 victory on Friday was their second 2-1 victory in their first 15 games this year. Big deal? Well, they have 

had more than two 2-1 wins in a season only 10 times in their first 25 years of existence. 

DJ LeMahieu went into Saturday hitting .320 as a second baseman since the start of the 2015 season. That's the best 

among NL second basemen, and second in MLB to only Jose Altuve of the Astros. 

 


