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Chicago Sun-Times 
Don’t be surprised if market brings Jake Arrieta back to Cubs 
By Chris De Luca 
 
Raise your hand if you believe pitcher Jake Arrieta will land the six-year mega contract agent Scott Boras 
is seeking in this stagnant market. 
 
Exactly. 
 
The latest rumblings on an Arrieta landing spot focus on two teams: The Cubs and Cardinals. 
 
And if anything smells of a Boras-fueled rumor, it’s that one. Taunt the Cubs into stepping up interest in 
your client by dropping rumors that the hated Cardinals are in hot pursuit. 
 
Nothing suggests the Cardinals are poised to drop more than $100 million and commit to six years on 
Arrieta. 
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Take a look at the Cardinals’ projected rotation (even after the losses of Lance Lynn and Mike Leake): 
Adam Wainright, Carlos Martinez, Michael Wacha, Luke Weaver and Miles Mikolas. 
 
“A lot of quality arms,” Cardinals president John Mozeliak told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch last month, 
acknowledging Martinez as capable of being the rotation’s No. 1 pitcher. “I think a lot depends on how 
Adam Wainwright looks. We’re hopeful that he’s the Adam of old. 
 
“I think you look the year Wacha had and that’s [repeated]. When you look at what Weaver did last 
year, he’s going to fit right in and be ready to go. We’ve got that one spot to fill and we signed Miles to 
be somebody that we could count on. … I feel pretty good.” 
 
This doesn’t mean that Mozeliak wouldn’t take a hard look at Arrieta, but it doesn’t seem to be the 
Cardinals’ biggest need these days. 
 
Arrieta will turn 32 on March 6 — meaning on Opening Day of the final year of a six-year contract, he 
will be 37. For a pitcher whose numbers have been on a slide the last two seasons — especially ERA and 
innings — six years seems like a dicey commitment that the market is rejecting. 
 
Arrieta still makes more sense for the Cubs than chasing Yu Darvish, as our Gordon Wittenmyer pointed 
out last month. 
 
Recent talk of the Cubs being interested in a four-year deal in the $110 million range for Arrieta seems 
more realistic. 
 
The question is how long will it take Boras and Arrieta to come around to that kind of thinking? 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Want to work for the Cubs? Now’s your chance 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
Ever dreamed of working for your favorite ballclub? Well now’s your chance — that is, if you’re 
qualified. 
 
The Cubs posted a list of front-office, ballpark and sales job opportunities on its website. The jobs range 
from digital positions to groundskeeping jobs, and there are both full-time and part-time opportunities 
available. 
 
Most of the front-office jobs are full-time positions that require a college degree with at least five years 
of experience. The Wrigley Field jobs are part-time and recommend at least 1-2 years of similar 
experience and a high school diploma or GED. 
 
The Cubs are looking for one person to fill a sales position. The account executive and corporate 
partnerships job requires a four-year business degree from an accredited university and at least four 
years of sales experience. 
 
Those interested can apply online. 
 
Here are the nine front-office jobs posted: 
 



 

Digital asset coordinator 
Graphic designer 
Videographer 
Producer 
Facility cleaning and maintenance manager 
Facility cleaning and maintenance coordinator 
Video editor 
Donations administrator 
Counsel 
Here are the nine Wrigley Field opportunities: 
 
Premier service ambassador 
Parking and transportation ambassador 
Morning cleaning crew 
Charitable raffle ambassador 
Charitable raffle supervisor 
Temporary grounds crew 
Game and event setup crew 
Security service ambassador 
Guest services ambassador 
Details of each job and its requirements can be found on the Cubs’ website. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Constable: How a doctor preserved Chicago Cubs radio broadcaster Pat Hughes' voice 
By Burt Constable 
 
Professional baseball players' careers can end with one ligament-popping pitch, an awkward slide or the 
accumulated tolls of aches and pains. On the verge of his 6,000th professional baseball game in April, 
legendary Chicago Cubs radio broadcaster Pat Hughes, 62, has firsthand insight into that fear. 
 
"There was some trepidation going into the 2015 season," admits the Lincolnshire resident, who will 
host the Cubs Convention starting Friday. "I took nothing for granted and wasn't sure if my voice would 
hold up." 
  
During a grueling 2014 season doing play-by-play for the last-place Cubs, Hughes worked through a case 
of bronchitis in June and finished the season. But he didn't recover with rest. 
 
"The scratchiness in my voice just seemed to linger on and on and on," Hughes said during his initial visit 
that December in the Northbrook office of Dr. Aaron Friedman, a laryngologist at NorthShore University 
HealthSystem's Voice Center. "I couldn't get to the real high ones and especially the low ones. There was 
no timbre." 
 
Hughes was diagnosed vocal cord dysplasia, a precancerous condition in which the thin, flexible layer 
similar to plastic food wrap on his left vocal cord was coated with a surface that "was much more thick, 
like shoe leather," Friedman says. The condition is more common in singers and broadcasters, Friedman 
says. 
 



 

"A small change can make a big difference in the voice," notes Friedman, one of a handful of surgeons in 
the Chicago area who uses a KTP laser to reduce bleeding and be more precise during the delicate 
surgery to correct the issue. "We can elegantly peel off the diseased surface." 
 
The condition can return, and Hughes gets periodic checkups, including one scheduled before the 2018 
spring training games begin. "My voice feels as good as it ever did," Hughes says. "This is the happiest 
time of my career." 
 
Not that Friedman would be aware of that. "I'm not from this area and I'm not a big sports fan, so I 
didn't know who he was," confesses the surgeon, who hasn't kept up with baseball since childhood. "In 
my mind, Mark Grace is playing first base for the Chicago Cubs." 
 
But he knew Hughes had a natural talent. "Pat is extraordinarily attuned to his voice," says Friedman, 
who notes that Hughes noticed symptoms long before most people would. "He's blessed with a vocal 
cord anatomy not everyone has." 
 
A 1973 graduate and a basketball star for the Branham High School Bruins in San Jose, California, Hughes 
set a school record by dishing out 16 assists in one game. Also a good baseball player, Hughes is a 
member of the school's athletic hall of fame. He still uses basketball to stay in shape. 
 
"I shoot baskets religiously. I take 150 shots and run to the other end after every shot," Hughes says. He 
realized during his freshman year at San Jose State University that basketball wouldn't be his pathway to 
professional sports. "I would do play-by-play when I was sitting on the bench and entertain my 
teammates," says Hughes, who soon did basketball and baseball play-by-play for his college radio 
station. 
 
Growing up, Hughes listened to radio broadcasts of Bill King, the voice of the Oakland Raiders and 
Golden State Warriors, and Al Michaels' play-by-play of San Francisco Giants games. "I would record 
them on cassette tapes and then type up the transcripts," he remembers. "I was trying to learn." 
 
Hughes began his broadcast career with the San Jose Missions minor league baseball team and called his 
first Major League Baseball game in 1983 as the TV voice of the Minnesota Twins. Before joining the 
Cubs in 1996, Hughes spent a dozen years in the Milwaukee Brewers' radio booth alongside Bob Uecker, 
who turns 83 this month and is still broadcasting games. 
 
Not predicting how long his career might last, Hughes simply says: "I still love baseball. I really think 
baseball, and especially baseball on the radio, is one of the most healthy forms of escapism in American 
life." 
 
To escape from the grind of long seasons, Hughes turns to books, music and puzzles. "I'm a huge 
reader," says the father of two grown daughters, noting that he usually works on a couple of books at a 
time. He's also co-authored two books, appeared on 15 CDs, and produced, written and narrated 
"Baseball Voices," his endeavor to honor the sport's greatest broadcasters. 
 
"I'm not a big talker," Hughes says, explaining how he loves to wake up early, walk the dog and sit at the 
table before his wife, Trish, gets up. "I've got coffee. I've got the newspaper. I'm a happy guy." 
 
Friedman is happy with his patient's quick recovery and still-healthy voice, but has one complaint about 
the Cubs broadcast. "They have him on AM radio where you can't appreciate the nuances of his voice," 
he says. 
 



 

Hughes is scheduled to broadcast his 6,000th ballgame on Sunday, April 1, in Miami, as the Cubs play the 
Marlins. Whatever he says will come naturally, as Hughes even resisted the temptation to craft some 
memorable catchphrase before the Cubs won the 2016 World Series. His call -- "A little bouncer slowly 
toward Bryant. He will glove it and throw to Rizzo. It's in time. And the Chicago Cubs win the World 
Series!" -- is crisp, clean and tells the whole story. 
 
The veteran always passes along credit to his producer, Mitch Rosen, and his color commentator, Ron 
Coomer. A finalist for the Hall of Fame's 2017 Frick Award, Hughes' focus is on the 2018 Cubs season. 
 
"I enjoy it," Hughes says. "When they call you 'the voice of the Cubs,' that's a great way to go through 
life." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: Familiar battle lines drawn for Baseball HOF vote 
By Barry Rozner 
 
A new year, another new can of worms for the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 
The latest was opened by Joe Morgan, of whom it is has long been thought that he believes in a Hall of 
Fame of one. 
 
That would be the Joe Morgan Hall of Fame, for those unfamiliar with his singular conviction. 
 
Just before Thanksgiving, Morgan sent a letter to Hall of Fame voters with a plea that they keep 
performance enhancers far from Cooperstown. 
 
The letter was cheered by many voters and fans, but derided by most of what now accounts for the 
national baseball media, which believes all the steroids guys were great for the game and enhanced the 
fan experience. 
 
There is much groupthink in the game today and anyone who disagrees with any position they espouse 
is scorned at every turn. 
 
The conflagration quieted for a while, but is heating up again now that the votes are in -- due a week 
ago -- and the announcement of this year's class is about two weeks away. 
 
What was once a great honor and experiment in democracy has become like every other election we 
experience in this country. 
 
In other words, a nightmare that no baseball fan can escape, one filled with hatred and hysterical 
diatribes that cross lines no one -- voter or not -- could have imagined. 
 
While it's one voter, one vote and one opinion, should you disagree with those who yell the loudest, you 
are a fool, a seam head, a numbers fanatic, a dinosaur or a steroids lover. 
 
Nearly everyone with a thought also has an agenda -- witness the most recent comments by Hall of 
Famer Willie McCovey. 
 



 

"Joe and I are really close. He's one of my best friends," McCovey told John Shea of the San Francisco 
Chronicle. "I went back and forth with him on it. I told him how much I disagree with him. 
 
"I told him I won't let that hurt our friendship, but don't include me on the (list of Hall of Famers) who 
are not going to show up if (PEDs users) go in." 
 
McCovey is very close with Barry Bonds, thus shaping his decision. 
 
(I've always voted for Bonds, a decision I've explained many times before and will again in a column this 
week.) 
 
Meanwhile, other Hall of Famers asked about it recently have stated publicly that they don't really care, 
probably because they don't want the avalanche of criticism they would receive if they offered their 
actual feelings. 
 
No fan am I of Joe Morgan, but he took a bullet here for the sitting Hall of Famers who wholeheartedly 
agree with him. 
 
Having spoken to several, the reality is that dozens were prepared to sign the letter with Morgan and as 
a group decided it was best to have Morgan speak for all, so as not to isolate those who did not want 
the association by signing. 
 
To the chagrin of many -- those who believe that there is only one opinion -- these Hall of Famers are 
entitled to theirs, just as is McCovey, but most who played it straight don't want to share a stage with 
those who didn't. 
 
They believe it tarnishes the museum and rewards those who gained in numbers and in dollars at the 
expense of so many players who attacked the game and their opponents without enhancing 
pharmaceutically. 
 
Sorry if it offends the groupthink's delicate sensibilities, but Hall of Famers are allowed a voice, just as 
are those who genuinely believe Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa would have reached ridiculous heights 
without drugs. 
 
What's most disturbing is how verbally violent the discussion gets, but we have seen it at every level of 
politics, the same frightening and angry hyperbole filled with exaggeration and dishonesty when people 
disagree. 
 
It's no longer one person, one vote, no manner of civility in conversation because there really is no 
conversation or reasoned disagreement. 
 
One person must be right and the other must be wrong. 
 
We can't be surprised any longer when the same insanity invades sports. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs' high-octane lineup set to return in '18 
By Carrie Muskat 
 



 

CHICAGO -- Cubs manager Joe Maddon admitted during the Winter Meetings that he hasn't been 
scribbling different lineup combinations for the upcoming season. Maybe that's because there haven't 
been many changes. 
 
If the 2018 season began today, what would the Cubs' lineup look like? Most likely very similar to what it 
did last year. 
 
This will be year No. 2 without leadoff man Dexter Fowler, but the Cubs haven't been focused on finding 
a replacement. Last year, they rotated 11 different players into the No. 1 spot in the lineup -- including 
Anthony Rizzo -- and were able to finish with the second-most runs in the National League. They'll take 
that production again. 
 
MLB.com is taking a look at the projected lineup of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. Here's how the 
Cubs might stack up: 
 
CUBS LINEUP IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Ben Zobrist, 2B 
Kris Bryant, 3B 
Anthony Rizzo, 1B 
Willson Contreras, C 
Kyle Schwarber, LF 
Addison Russell, SS 
Jason Heyward, RF 
Albert Almora Jr., CF 
 
STRENGTH 
 
Where's Javier Baez? Where's Ian Happ? Probably the biggest strength of the Cubs' roster is that they 
have depth and versatile players and can easily start Baez or Happ and not miss a beat. In 2017, Maddon 
utilized what he called a "Rizzo sandwich," which was a Bryant-Rizzo-Zobrist combination, and the Cubs 
could return to that if they like someone else at leadoff. The above lineup also is true to Maddon's 
preference of alternating left- and right-handed batters. Bryant definitely needs to be at the top of the 
order after scoring 111 runs and leading the team with 95 walks. 
 
QUESTION MARKS 
 
While the Cubs did score 800-plus runs, it wasn't easy. They ranked 11th in the National League in 
batting average with runners in scoring position (.253). Keep in mind, they were 10th in batting average 
with RISP in '16 (.252). Which Schwarber will show up? Will it be the one who struggled at the start of 
the season, batting .178 in the first half? Maddon isn't sure if Schwarber will lead off in 2018, but he 
didn't dismiss it entirely. Zobrist, who turns 37 in May, struggled with a left wrist injury. Can he stay 
healthy and contribute more? 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
 
Pitching has been the emphasis this offseason, but the Cubs still have spots on the bench to fill and they 
need to find another Jon Jay, a veteran who can sub in the outfield. Most teams rely on a veteran as a 
backup catcher, but Maddon did hint that Victor Caratini could fill that role for the Cubs. 
 
What impact will new hitting coach Chili Davis have? One of the reasons Maddon wanted to make a 
switch was because he felt Davis has a better idea about what a player's approach should be with 



 

runners in scoring position or in certain situations. Davis has already been working with Heyward in 
Arizona. 
 
"Chili's like that dude who can apply the graduate school kind of stuff -- the undergrad to grad kind of 
stuff," Maddon said. 
 
What also may change is more playing time for Baez. Last season, he made 56 starts at second base and 
67 at shortstop when Russell was hurt. Last month, Maddon said Baez was an everyday player. The Cubs 
just have to figure out a way to get him involved every day. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Smyly touts potential Cobb, Cubs coupling 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Drew Smyly wouldn't mind being reunited with Alex Cobb on the Cubs, and the rehabbing 
left-hander did a little recruiting on Friday. 
 
Smyly, who signed a two-year deal with the Cubs last month but is not expected to pitch in 2018 after 
undergoing Tommy John surgery last July, was Cobb's teammate on the Rays. Cobb, who was 12-10 with 
a 3.66 ERA in 29 starts for Tampa Bay last season, is a free agent, and the Cubs are one of the teams 
reportedly interested in him. 
 
"I think any team would be pumped to have Alex Cobb," Smyly said in an interview with MLB Network 
Radio on SiriusXM. "I would love for him to sign with Chicago. As soon as I became a Ray, he's been one 
of my better friends. We just hit it off and connected. 
 
"I know he's going through the free-agent process now. Who knows where he'll land? It's a pretty crazy 
game. I can only imagine how he feels -- I was a little overwhelmed and I was kind of at the bottom of 
the barrel in the free-agent market, and he can kind of pick and choose where he wants to go and I'm 
sure a lot of teams are fighting for him. Wherever he lands, he's definitely going to help that team out. 
I'll be anxious to see where all these pitchers sign in the next coming weeks." 
 
The Cubs have made it no secret that they want to add starting pitching this offseason and have already 
signed free agent Tyler Chatwood to join Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks and Jose Quintana. Cobb would be 
reunited with Joe Maddon and Jim Hickey, who were the right-hander's manager and pitching coach in 
Tampa Bay, respectively. 
 
As for Smyly, 28, he is hoping to pitch this year. 
 
"I'm definitely going to make it my goal to get back and throw some competitive innings at some point," 
Smyly said. "Who knows where that will go, but it will definitely put me in position to be healthy all next 
year and help the Cubs out." 
 
When the lefty signed with Chicago, general manager Jed Hoyer said Smyly was a "real nice piece for us 
in the future." 
 
"People won't talk about it a lot in 2018," Hoyer said last month. "We'll know he'll be there with us and 
hopefully in 2019, he'll be a big part of things." 
 



 

Smyly said he got some advice on what to expect following Tommy John surgery from Cobb and Matt 
Moore. 
 
"I watched firsthand how they went through the process, and I talk to them on a weekly basis on what 
to expect, how did they feel, how do I feel," Smyly said. "It's been going real smooth. I have a very 
positive attitude and look for the future and know if I take care of my rehab every day, better days will 
be ahead and I'll be healthy again." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
For all of Joe Maddon's experience, he should experience winter in Chicago 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Joe Maddon and the Cubs are back in town this week, the first real sign winter ultimately will come to an 
end. 
 
Chicago’s very own tie-dye manager and most of his players will take a respite from their offseasons of 
sloth-like behavior and convene Friday at the Sheraton Grand Chicago for the annual Cubs Convention, 
baseball’s version of Comic-Con, without costumes. 
 
For most of them, it will be their first time back since the Cubs’ championship reign ended in October at 
Wrigley Field. Some booked out of town the day after their Game 5 loss to the Dodgers in the National 
League Championship Series, ready to start their break in a climate more suitable for humans than 
penguins. 
 
Others hung around a little while — Anthony Rizzo was pitching batting practice to Pedro Strop a couple 
of days later. One of the braver Cubs, Kyle Hendricks, planned to stick around until January, shrugging 
off the bitter weather and making a home here. 
 
You can’t blame everyone else for leaving, though one person I had hoped would stay in town was 
Maddon, the Ringmaster Ned of the Cubs circus. 
 
Maddon, who calls Tampa home, is easily the most Ditka-esque sports personality in Chicago since Mike 
Ditka himself, and we could really use some comic relief this winter after listening to the droning tones 
of Fred Hoiberg, Joel Quenneville and the departed John Fox. 
 
Last spring in Arizona I tried to convince Maddon to spend one winter in Chicago just to experience what 
it’s like. Former White Sox manager Jerry Manuel made Chicago his full-time home when he was with 
the Sox, and former Sox player and manager Ozzie Guillen still lives here. 
 
It’s a great town after all. Why not give it a shot? 
 
“Kind of cold,” Maddon replied. “I like the warm weather in the winter. I pretty much am here full time if 
you think about it. I’m there from April (to season’s end). I don’t live anywhere more consistently than I 
live in Chicago right now — April to the end of the playoffs. 
 
“I’ve actually lived in my RV more than I lived in Tampa. Two months in spring training, driving it back, 
vacation in the wintertime. … So Chicago’s one, RV’s two, Tampa’s three (as for) actual days living in a 
spot.” 
 



 

I’m almost positive the Cubs would let Maddon park his RV in their new plaza if he wanted to live here. 
He could be like the late, great Rod Beck, the former Cubs closer who parked his 36-foot Winnebago 
outside Principal Park in Des Moines when pitching for the Iowa Cubs, hosting parties for fans after 
home games. 
 
Anyway, I told Maddon he should just spend a week or two in Chicago during a polar vortex. That’s 
probably all it would take to understand why we are as crazy as we are, and why we spend the offseason 
thinking about summer and baseball. 
 
A minus 20 wind chill, the Hawk wind in his face and the RV covered in frozen dirt and salt, sputtering 
when his key turns in the ignition? 
 
This is us. 
 
Theo Epstein and Jed Hoyer have survived Chicago’s winters. 
 
Just one polar vortex, Joe? 
 
No shot. 
 
“I really don’t want to,” he said. “The first Cubs Convention I went to (in 2015) it was (that cold), and I 
walked to an event at the Chicago Rehab Center and it was zero. I don’t know what the wind chill was, 
but I told myself ‘I’m going to walk and experience it.’ 
 
“And I did. It was one mile, and I walked it, and I felt ill when I got there.” 
 
Yes, that’s it. 
 
It’s miserable all right. Come join us. 
 
Maddon asked if we ever saw the sun here in the winter, then reminded me he was from Hazleton, Pa., 
and was well-acquainted with winter. 
 
“I think Binghamton, N.Y., is the city advertised as having the least number of sunshiny days in the 
United States annually,” he said. “So Hazleton is like two hours below that — short days, no sun. 
 
“I’ve been there. I’ve not been involved in a hawk wind blowing off the lake, but …” 
 
Trying another tact, I informed Maddon how great the Chicago winter weather was for napping, a 
popular pastime of our generation. 
 
“The RV is the finest for naps,” he countered. “I go through my day, work out, ride my bike or whatever, 
take my steam bath, shower, go in the office, put my foot up on the workout ball and sleep. It’s 
awesome. 
 
“I look out the window. Sun is setting. God, it’s great. ” 
 
After that I gave up and never brought the subject up again. 
 
Chicago may be Maddon’s kind of town, but he’s not that crazy. 
 



 

-- 
 
 


