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Freddy Galvis is Padres' 
sure shortstop 
 
Kevin Acee 
 

The Padres shortstop made several running steps to his left, nabbed the ball near the 

grass behind second base and flipped it, from his glove, toward the bag. 

His body was going toward right-center field, just enough to carry the ball too far to that 

side, pulling second baseman Cory Spangenberg off the base. 

Freddy Galvis had tried to start an inning-ending double play. Instead, he made an 

inning-extending error that ended up costing the Padres two unearned runs. 

Shrug. Oh well. 

That’s how good Galvis has been. 

“I trust Freddy's instincts in the field so much,” manager Andy Green said. “There's no 

reason not to. He's been so good all year long.” 

Could Galvis have gotten one out had he taken the extra moment to plant, secure the ball 

in his hand and throw? Almost assuredly. But that would have been ceding a run, and 

Galvis thought he could avoid that. 

He has made so many plays like it before. Almost every one, in fact. 

And the Padres don’t take that for granted. 

Which is why they don’t dwell on his mistakes. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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For all their words throughout the season that have expressed awe-filled appreciation for 

the veteran who vacuums nearly every ball in his vicinity, perhaps nothing affirmed that 

veneration as much as Green’s unequivocal understanding regarding Friday’s gaffe. 

“I can think of maybe two balls all year long where he did not make a play,” Green said. 

“Every other shortstop, you can probably think of 15 to 20. So he's been really, really 

good. He can make that play. If he feels instinctively that is his best play to make, I'm 100 

percent for it. 

“He's confident he can flip that on the money. And if he does, that's a double play. And 

he takes so much pride defensively in saving runs for us, he's done such a good job of it, 

it's just one of those unfortunate plays that didn't get made. But if he instinctively thinks 

he can make a play, I want that guy following his instincts every time.” 

Every time. That’s what the Padres have come to expect from Galvis, which is what 

makes his humanity so easily acceptable. 

He’s pretty close to the sun of shortstops. As close as any in the game. 

Not the sunrise. Not appointment viewing. Just the sun. Just there. Don’t have to even 

think about it. 

That kind of reliability generally goes underappreciated. But not here, not on a team that 

experienced a black hole at the position the past two seasons. 

The error in Friday night’s 6-3 loss to the Pirates was Galvis’ third of the season, second-

fewest in the majors. The Astros’ Carlos Correa has made two errors in 104 fewer innings 

than Galvis. 

Andrelton Simmons, Addison Russell , Francisco Lindor. These are the lightning 

shortstops. We stop and watch their flash. Simmons has made five errors in 120 fewer 

innings than Galvis, Russell 10 errors in 174 fewer innings and Lindor 11 errors in 43 

fewer innings. 

This is not an account of Galvis’ offensive shortcomings nor his clubhouse character. 

However, a few words on those topics are appropriate. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-correa-PESPT0015794-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrelton-simmons-PESPTF00877-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/addison-russell-PESPT0015823-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/francisco-lindor-PESPT000011605-topic.html
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He has had a number of big hits, even big offensive games, but the reality is Galvis is 

batting .241/.298/.347. As for his import in a clubhouse full of young players, suffice it to 

say he is part preacher, part teacher. It really is a sight to behold the Latin players in rapt 

attention when the man they call El Capitan speaks about baseball and all that goes into 

playing it. 

But this narrative is meant merely as a testament to Galvis’ radical reliability. Because 

the monotony is spectacular. 

Galvis’ 11 defensive runs saved are tied with Russell for second in the majors behind 

Lindor’s 12, according to FanGraphs. 

That’s nice and all, on it’s own. 

Contrasted with the four runs Padres shortstops cost the team in 2017 and the 34 runs 

the position cost the Padres in ’16, Galvis’ steadfastness is downright glorious. 

Wins Above Replacement can’t possibly do Galvis justice on this team. It would have to 

be Wins Above Padres he Replaced. 

There is one position player in the majors who has successfully fielded every ball he 

should. It’s the same player who has started every game and played more innings than 

any other position player. 

According to Inside Edge, Galvis has made every one of the 216 plays categorized as 

having a probability of 90-100 percent. If he remains atop the majors at season’s end, it 

will be the third straight season. 

“Some shortstops, they have a little flash, a little flair,” Padres outfielder Travis 

Jankowski said. “He’s just straight to the point. He gets the ball, he gets rid of it. He’s not 

about style points. He’s about getting outs.” 

Padres players know how big that is. 

Padres shortstops last year converted just 95.7 percent of 90-100 percent opportunities, 

fourth from the bottom among the 30 major league teams. Their 95 percent rate in ’16 

was second lowest. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=ss&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=y&type=1&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=10,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=y&type=3&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=4,d
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This doesn’t even account for the would-be infield singles Galvis has taken away. 

“It’s the most accurate arm I’ve ever seen from a shortstop,” first baseman Eric 

Hosmersaid. “His internal clock, as far when he releases the ball, how much times he 

has, he just knows all that stuff beforehand. He’s about as fundamentally sound as any 

infielder I’ve ever seen.” 

That’s why the Padres traded for Galvis and gave him $6.8 million for this season, his 

final year before free agency. It’s why (along with his leadership) they are interested in 

possibly working a multi-year deal with him – with the idea being they could have top 

prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. begin his major league career at third base. 

There are a few groundball pitchers who wouldn’t mind. 

“It’s so much fun watching him play,” Clayton Richard said. “… I’ve watched enough 

people play shortstop, and I’ve watched enough baseball to understand he’s not missing 

balls that he should get. That’s what you want in a shortstop.” 

Richard isn’t entirely familiar with all the defensive metrics. He hears Galvis isn’t given 

credit, that his Range Factor and UZR are considered subpar. 

“Ridiculous,” Richard said. 

“I don’t know where they come up with those metrics,” Tyson Ross said. “But they’ve 

obviously never played the game.” 

Essentially, the issue the metrics have with Galvis is that he doesn’t get many balls that 

he shouldn’t necessarily get. 

“I know the way all those are cooked,” Green said. “They’re algorithms put together that 

don’t tell the whole story. They tell part of the story, and they get a lot of weight because 

you can quantify the story. What I see with my eyes and what his teammates feel is of 

immense value to us, and we know that.” 

Yes, the former economics major who spent a good portion of his first past two seasons 

as a manager working to hide his frustration with the 11 different men who played 

shortstop will take every play his current shortstop makes — and doesn’t make. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html


  

 6 

Wil Myers powers Padres 
past Pirates 
 
Jeff Sanders 

Maybe Wil Myers is finally rounding into form. Maybe Joey Lucchesi is, too. 

The Padres’ oft-injured outfielder hit his first home run since April 2 and later doubled in 

two more to support Lucchesi, who completed five shutout innings of one-hit ball in a 4-3 

win over the Pirates that closer Brad Hand preserved despite a shaky ninth on Saturday 

night in front of 32,418 at Petco Park. 

Myers’ blast was the latest sign he was beginning to regain his timing after missing 62 games 

to disabled list stints due to, first, an irritated nerve in his right arm and later oblique and 

back injuries. 

The 27-year-old Myers logged his first two-hit game six games into his return in Texas. On 

Friday, he collected two more hits while hitting three balls harder than 100 mph. On 

Saturday, his third-inning homer off Rancho Bernardo High product Trevor Williams left his 

bat on a 108 mph line to right-center, a sweet spot on the field when Myers’ swing is right. 

“He's a guy whose power has always played well to right-center and I think when he first 

came back he was really quick,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “There were a lot of foul 

balls to the pull side – that's not something we typically see with Wil. You can just tell it’s 

taking a little bit of time to get his timing.” 

Two innings later, Myers doubled into the left field corner to chase Williams with four runs 

allowed in 4 2/3 innings. 

Myers’ three RBIs were season-high. The two-hit effort was his third in his last four games. 

Coming into Saturday’s game, he was hitting .214/.290/.250 with one RBI, three walks and 

eight strikeouts since returning from his latest disabled list stint. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
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“I feel good,” Myers said. “You constantly work on your approach. Every day in the big 

leagues you're going to feel different, whether you're hot or you’re cold. The big thing is just 

trying to get back on every single pitch, trying to really work and do something every single 

pitch to get back on your plan and I felt like the last couple nights I’ve done that pretty well.” 

An inning before Myers’ blast – just his second of the year – Freddy Galvis put the Padres on 

the board with an RBI fielder’s choice. 

The support gave Lucchesi his first win since returning from his hip injury June 20. 

The 25-year-old rookie threw 51 pitches in 1 2/3 innings that day (4 ER), 70 in four shutout 

innings of one-hit ball on Monday in Texas and 85 in Saturday’s five-inning effort. 

Lucchesi struck out five in the game, allowed only an infield single to David Freese to start 

the fourth inning and walked four, tied for a season-high. He threw 52 pitches inside the 

zone. 

“Joey's great,” Green said. “He made big pitches when he had to make big pitches. Nobody 

had any real solid contact off him all night long.” 

Matt Strahm allowed a run in the sixth before Craig Stammen and Kirby Yates handed a 4-1 

game to Hand via scoreless frames. 

Handed a three-run cushion, Hand allowed back-to-back doubles on meaty, 0-2 sliders 

before Gregory Polanco’s run-scoring triple to right brought the tying run 90 feet away from 

home plate. 

He got no closer because right fielder Hunter Renfroe then ran in to record outs on shallow 

fly balls along the foul line, the last one carrying him into foul ground and into the wall 

before he prepared to whirl to make a throw to the plate. 

Renfroe was as surprised as anyone to see Polanco wandering down the line instead of 

tagging on the play. 

“I know I do have a resume,” Renfroe said. “I do throw guys out. I have a strong arm. In that 

case, I don't know why they wouldn't. I don't know if he messed up. For the most part you're 

tagging up no matter what.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/david-freese-PESPT000010053-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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Believe it or not, Renfroe wanted him to. 

He believed he should have made a play on Polanco’s run-scoring triple over his head. With 

the game on the line, Renfroe was itching for a shot at redemption. 

But Jody Mercer’s ensuing fly ball to right was far to shallow as Renfroe ran in for the grab. 

Then Polanco played it safe — maybe too safe — on Jose Osuna’s fly ball into foul territory, 

one deep enough that Green believed the high-percentage play was to let the ball drop. 

But Renfroe didn’t: “I wanted the ball. I wanted the play. I wanted the guy at home plate.” 

“I know he's going to bet on his arm strength every single time,” Green said. “He thinks he 

can bounce off the wall and throw the guy out at the plate. He's made some ridiculous 

throws. So who am I to doubt him.” 

Or Hand on most days. 

Given new life in the ninth, Hand fanned Starling Marte, finally burying his slider correctly 

in the dirt to finish off his 23rd save, tied with the Rockies’ Wade Davis for the most in the 

NL. 

It wasn’t easy, but … 

“Got it done,” Green said. “He got to two strikes on the first couple guys relatively easy. The 

two sliders were relatively middle of the plate. … Brad's got really good stuff. What he's done 

so well throughout the course of his career is bury that slider with two strikes and get people 

to chase outside and underneath the zone. Those were just left up today. 

“Still at the end of the day, he got the job done.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/starling-marte-PESPT0015375-topic.html
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Minors Fernando Tatis Jr. 
hits two homers in Missions' 
loss 

 
Jeff Sanders 
 

Fernando Tatis Jr. closed June with a bang. 

Two bangs. 

The Padres’ top prospect homered twice in a three-hit game in Double-A San 

Antonio’s 4-3 walk-off loss at Northwest Arkansas on Saturday. 

The blasts pushed his season total to 14. It was Tatis’ third two-homer game of the 

season. 

Tatis, 19, is hitting .285/.359/.511 on the season after opening the season with a 

dismal April (.177/.231/.333). 

He was the Teas League’s player of the month in May (.336/.414/.639) and Saturday’s 

effort completed a solid June in which he paired four homers with 10 RBIs and a 

.330/.413/.527 batting line. 

Left-hander Logan Allen (2.66) stood to win his organization-best ninth win until 

right-hander Eric Yardley (1-1, 3.38) allowed three runs – two earned – without 

recording an out in the ninth. 

Allen struck out 10 and allowed on run on four hits and a walk in seven innings. 

Right-hander Andres Munoz (0.00) made his Double-A debut with one strike, one 

walk and two hits allowed in a scoreless eighth. 

The Missions are 47-32 and 5-4 in the second half. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_sanaax_nwaaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_sanaax_nwaaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 

(Through Friday; min. 210 plate appearances, 62 innings) 

• Batting average: .325 – OF Buddy Reed (A+) 

• On-base percentage: .396 – 1B Josh Naylor (AA) 

• Homers: 15 – C Austin Allen (AA) 

• Total bases: 156 – Reed 

• RBIs: 58 – C Brett Nicholas (AAA) 

• Steals: 33 – Reed 

• Wins: 8 – LHP Logan Allen (AA) 

• ERA: 2.18 – LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (A) 

• WHIP: 1.03 – LHP Dillon Overton (AAA) 

• Saves: 11 – LHP Brad Wieck (AA/AAA) 

• Strikeouts: 85 – Allen 

• SO/W: 9.00 – LHP Nick Margevicius (A) 

== 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (43-39) 

• Chihuahuas 7, Albuquerque 1: RHP Brett Kennedy (6-0, 2.88) struck out six 

and allowed one run on seven hits and a walk in 6 1/3 innings. RHP Phil 

Maton(0.00) struck out three over 1 2/3 scoreless innings. 2B Luis 

Urias (.271) went 3-for-4 with an RBI, a walk and a run scored and LF Shane 

Peterson (.289) and 3B Diego Goris (.266) both drove in two runs. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (2-8, 36-44) 

• Modesto 9, Storm 5: RHP Reggie Lawson (5-3, 2.73) struck out seven and 

allowed six runs – but only one earned – on five hits and two walks in 4 1/3 

innings. RHP Steven Wilson (18.00) allowed three runs in 2/3 of an inning. 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_albaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_lesafa_modafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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3B Hudson Potts (.261) drove in four runs on a pair of two-run homers, 

giving him 13 on the season. CF Edward Olivares (.268) went 3-for-4 and 2B 

Eguy Rosario (.252), LF Buddy Reed (.328) and 1B Brad Zunica (.242) each 

had two hits. Zunica committed two errors and Olivares committed one. 

Olivares also stole his 10th base. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (7-3, 39-40) 

• TinCaps 6, Lake County 4: RHP Mason Thompson (6-4, 5.02) struck out 

nine and allowed two runs on three hits, two hit batters and a walk in five 

innings in the win. RHP Austin smith (0.00) saved his first game with 1 2/3 

perfect innings. LF Robbie Podorsky (.353) went 4-for-5 with a double, an 

RBI, two runs scored and his 17th steal and RF Tirso Ornelas (.257) and 

1B Nick Feight (.222) both drove in two runs. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (8-8) 

• Boise 6, Dust Devils 2: RHP Sam Keating (1-2, 4.63) allowed three runs on 

three hits and four walks in 2 2/3 innings. SS Owen Miller (.328) went 3-for-4 

with a run scored, DH Blake Hunt (.333) went 2-for-4 with a run scored and 

RF Dwanya Williams-Sutton (.282) and 1B Justin Paulsen (.2650 both 

drove in one run. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (5-5) 

• Mariners 4, Padres 2: RHP Edwuin Bencomo (1-1, 2.89) struck out one and 

allowed three runs – two earned – on seven hits in 3 1/3 innings in the start. 

CF Jawuan Harris (.226) and 1B Carlos Luis (.212) both went 1-for-4 with 

an RBI. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (5-5) 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_ftwafx_lcoafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_boiasx_triasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_pdrrok_mrnrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Royals 5, Padres 4: RHP Luis Eusebio (0-1, 9.39) allowed three runs on four 

hits and three walks in three innings in relief in the loss. CF Angel 

Solarte (.289) went 2-for-5 with a triple and a run scored and DH Alison 

Quintero (.357) went 1-for-2 with a double, two RBIs, two walks and a run 

scored. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (15-10) 

• Orioles 1, Padres 0 (10): LHP Manuel Partida (1.31) struck out six over six 

shutout innings of one-hit bal. He did not walk a batter. RHP Edgar 

Martinez (2-1, 1.84) struck out three and allowed on unearned run over the 

final 3 2/3 innings. C Matias Polanco (.242) went 2-for-4 for the Padres’ only 

hits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_royrok_sdprok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_06_30_dparok_dorrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Matt Szczur to be DFA'd to 
make room for Carlos 
Asuaje 

Jeff Sanders 

Matt Szczur’s days with the Padres may be numbered. 

The last option in a crowded outfield all year, the 28-year-old Szczur will be 

designated for assignment Sunday to make room for Carlos Asuaje’s return to the 

team, a source confirmed for the Union-Tribune late Saturday night. 

MLB.com’s AJ Cassavell first reported the planned roster move. 

Szczur, who is out of minor league options, walked and scored a run as a pinch-hitter 

Saturday night, but is hitting .187/.265/.267 with one homer, six RBIs and three 

steals in 57 games as the team’s fifth outfielder this season. 

He’d started only eight games this season and 47 overall since the Padres acquired 

him last May from the Cubs for minor league pitcher Justin Hancock. 

Szczur had hoped last year’s swap would lead to more playing time than he received 

during the Cubs’ rise to a World Champion, but Wil Myers move to the outfield and 

San Diego’s own budding youth movement quickly pushed him to the back of the line 

behind the likes of Manuel Margot, Hunter Renfroe, Travis Jankowski, Franchy 

Cordero before his elbow injury and Franmil Reyes before he was optioned back to 

Triple-A El Paso. 

The Padres have a week to waive, trade, release or outright Szczur to the minors. 

Asuaje is hitting .364/.423/.556 with one homer, 15 RBIs and nearly as many walks 

(9) as strikeouts (13) in 26 games in June at El Paso. He’s also played 17 games both 

at second and third base and will serve the Padres’ in a utility role. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-szczur-PESPT0015573-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
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Padres notes: Balk talk, 
Lyles and Hughes 
progressing 

 

Jeff Sanders 

Eric Lauer still hadn’t reviewed Friday night’s balk call in the Padres’ 6-3 loss to 

the Pirates upon arriving to the clubhouse Saturday afternoon. 

Because he didn’t want to agitate himself. Because he knows it wasn’t, contrary to 

home plate umpire Angel Hernandez’s ruling. 

First of all, Lauer said Hernandez would have a heck of a time seeing if he crossed the 

imaginary 45-degree line separating a pickoff throw to first and a pitch home (He 

didn’t, he said:” I can draw lines for him if he wants.”). 

Second, Hernandez told Lauer during his third-inning at-bat that it was his back heel 

slipping toward home – “which I never even knew was a rule” – that triggered the 

first balk as a pro. Padres manager Andy Green – who argued on Lauer’s behalf after 

the balk – was ejected before the top of the fourth. 

“It makes me think he wasn’t 100 percent when he called it,” said Lauer, who leads 

the majors with seven pickoffs. “I think he was just calling it because I have a pretty 

good move and he wanted to say it was a little too close for his liking. I get that it’s 

close – because it’s a good move. That’s the whole point of it. But it’s not a balk by any 

rule.” 

To prove his point, Lauer said he purposefully crossed the imaginary 45-degree line 

on other throws to first Friday night. 

None of them were called. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
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“One I went almost straight to home and he didn’t call that one,” Lauer said. “I think 

that’s why I don’t believe he knew what he said he saw.” 

Lyles progressing 

Although he was still feeling a little something when throwing from 90 feet for a 

second day Saturday, right-hander Jordan Lyles said he continues to believe he’s 

progressing toward a return from the elbow inflammation that sent him to the 

disabled list last week. 

“Today was better than yesterday,” Lyles said. “We’re going to do the same thing 

tomorrow and hopefully it’s a little better tomorrow and then I hopefully get off the 

mound if we keep making the progress we did today.” 

Green has not ruled out Lyles returning to start Wednesday in Oakland ahead of 

Lauer’s next turn. 

“We’ll continue to take it day by day and see how he progresses,” Green said. “If he 

progresses well, there’s a chance. If he doesn’t, then we’ll probably look to plug 

someone else in for the time being.” 

Luis Perdomo, who would be on six days’ rest on Wednesday, is a candidate for that 

turn after going 6-2 with a 3.10 ERA, 58 strikeouts and a 1.08 WHIP in 11 starts (69 

2/3 IP) at Triple-A El Paso. 

Notable 

• RHP Phil Hughes “felt great” after throwing a second bullpen since landing 

on the 10-day disabled list on June 21 with a right rhomboid strain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
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Padres escape 9th-inning jam to hold off Bucs 

Hand allows 2 runs in ninth but strands tying run on third in thriller 
 
By Katie Woo 
 
SAN DIEGO -- The postgame fireworks were supposed to be the game's only late-night 
theatrics, but a near bullpen catastrophe accounted for some ninth-inning drama in the Padres' 
4-3 win over the Pirates on Saturday night. 

With a 4-1 lead and the Pirates' bottom half of the order coming up, manager Andy Green 
turned to closer Brad Hand for the save, who immediately surrendered three consecutive extra-
base hits. The first two resulted in back-to-back doubles, bringing the game to 4-2. The third hit 
came courtesy of a Gregory Polanco RBI triple, making it 4-3 with no outs and the tying runner 
90 feet away. 

However, right-fielder Hunter Renfroe was there to save the day. 

Renfroe raced in on back-to-back flyouts and made strong throws to the plate to keep Polanco 
at third. Renfroe crashes into the wall along the right-field line on the second catch, but Polanco 
opted not to test the strong-throwing right fielder. It was a decision that cost the Pirates, as Hand 
struck out Starling Marte to end the game and notch his 23rd save of the season. 

"I figured Polanco would tag," Green said. "It's tough bouncing off the wall, making a perfect 
throw to the plate. If anybody's got the arm strength to do it, Hunter does. 

"That's a tough, tough play. Polanco, thankfully, was halfway down the line. I guess he thought it 
was in fair territory. Those were great plays. [Renfroe] was smarter than me in the moment, 
because it worked out." 

Renfroe expressed surprise that Polanco didn't tag up, saying he was fully expecting Polanco to 
be running home. 

"I know that I do have a resume that I throw guys out and I have a strong arm. But in that case, I 
don't know why they wouldn't," he said. "I don't know if he just messed up. For the most part, 
you're tagging no matter what there." 

Usually one of the most reliable arms in the Padres' trusty bullpen, Hand has struggled this 
month, allowing eight runs in 12 innings. He lacked command on his slider Saturday, usually his 
best pitch, but still managed to get three straight outs to preserve the win. 

"What he's done so well over the course of his career is bury that slider with two strikes, and get 
people to chase it outside the zone," Green said. "Those were just left up today. Still, at the end 
of the day, he got the job done." 

Padres starter Joey Lucchesi wasn't perfect Saturday, but he was sharp enough, in his third 
start since coming off the disabled list. He allowed just one hit -- an infield single to David 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/570256/gregory-polanco
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/516782/starling-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/501896/david-freese
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Freese -- over five scoreless innings in which no ball reached the outfield. He walked four and 
struck out five over 85 pitches to improve to 4-3. 

Here comes Myers  
Wil Myers powered the Padres' offense, driving in three of their four runs en route to San 
Diego's first win at home since June 6. 

Myers was batting just .214 (6-28) since his return from the disabled list on June 21, but an 0-1 
fastball from Pirates starter and San Diego native Trevor Williams sparked a change. Myers 
sent the offering deep into right-center for a solo shot, his first home run since April 2. 

He would drive in two more runs his next at-bat, hitting a double to left to give San Diego a 4-1 
lead. 

Myers' offensive boost couldn't have come at a better time for the Padres, who were 2-10 in 
their last 12 games and were averaging just 2 1/2 runs per game over the last two weeks. 

SOUND SMART 
Since his 2016 arrival in San Diego -- when he began using his slider with regularity -- Hand has 
owned left-handed hitters. It's what made the extra-base hits from Meadows and Polanco so 
stunning. On only one other occasion has Hand surrendered consecutive extra-base hits to 
lefties. Eric Hosmer, now Hand's teammate, homered against him last June for Kansas City 
before Mike Moustakas doubled. 

HE SAID IT 
"I don't think he ever lacks for confidence, and we don't lack for confidence in him. He's got 
those situations where he's just got to finish those pitches a little better than he did tonight. But 
he doesn't rattle. You've got one of the faster runners in the game on third base with nobody out 
in a one-run game. There's not many pitchers that are getting out of that. He managed to get out 
of that." --Green on Hand 

UP NEXT 
Tyson Ross gets the ball Sunday in the Padres' series finale against the Pirates. The veteran 
right-hander is coming off a solid June, going at least five innings in all five starts and posting a 
3.38 ERA. Ross defeated the Pirates earlier in the season with a two-run, five-hit outing over six 
innings on May 18. He'll face off against Pittsburgh's Jameson Taillon, who is 1-0 with a 1.26 
ERA in two starts vs. San Diego in his career. First pitch is set for 1:10 p.m. PDT time. 
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Myers continues to find his groove in win 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- Wil Myers is hitting baseballs hard, and he's hitting them to the opposite field. 
That's precisely the version of the 27-year-old slugger that the Padres so sorely missed during 
his two-month stint on the disabled list. 

Myers homered and doubled in the Padres' 4-3 victory over the Pirates on Saturday night. But 
he started to turn that corner on Friday. That's when he began scorching the baseball to the 
opposite field, and he continued to do so on Saturday, launching a solo homer off Pittsburgh 
starter Trevor Williamsin the bottom of the third. 

"I love it when he's using the whole field," Padres manager Andy Green said. "Wil's getting more 
and more comfortable. It's just about getting him at-bats right now. You keep feeding him at-
bats, he's going to get back to who he's always been." 

Myers has four hits that have registered at 105 mph or harder in the last two days, according 
to Statcast™. In 64 prior at-bats this season, he had done so only seven times. 

Despite entering play Saturday hitting just .214/.290/.250 since returning from an oblique strain, 
Myers believes he's trending upward. 

"I've felt pretty good at the plate," Myers said. "Last night, I just got some pitches over the plate 
and didn't foul them off this time. Staying to the middle of the field, the direction's been good." 

As for the strikeouts? 

"I had the right mindset on every single at-bat," Myers said. "I just got beat twice." 

Green was quick to note the way Myers has peppered the middle and the opposite fields lately. 

"His power's always played to right-center very well," said Green. "Probably when he first came 
back he was quick. There were a lot of foul balls to the pull side. That's not something we've 
typically seen with Wil, so you can just tell it's taken a little bit of time to get his timing." 

Lyles on the mend 
Right-hander Jordan Lyles played catch from 90 feet on Saturday afternoon, as he continues to 
work his way back from inflammation in his right elbow. He said he's feeling "much better" and 
was optimistic he'd throw a bullpen session in the coming days. 

"Today was better than yesterday," Lyles said. "We're going to do the same thing tomorrow, and 
hopefully I feel a little bit better tomorrow." 

Lyles is eligible to return from the disabled list on Monday, but the Padres won't rush him back. 
He's doubtful to slot back into his rotation spot, which would come up Wednesday in Oakland. 

Wednesday starter a mystery 
Presuming Lyles isn't inserted into the Padres' rotation, the team will have a vacancy for its 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-escape-jam-in-9th-to-hold-off-pirates/c-283691852
http://m.mlb.com/player/592866/trevor-williams
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
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Wednesday afternoon game in Oakland. Given the absence of off-days, a bullpen game 
appears unlikely. 

"If [Lyles] progresses well, there's a chance," Green said. "But if he doesn't, we'll look to plug 
somebody else into that spot for the time being, and when he's back, he's back." 

That somebody could be right-hander Luis Perdomo, who was demoted to Triple-A El Paso 
after a dreadful April. He's posted solid numbers since. 

Perdomo owns a 3.20 ERA in the hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League. The 25-year-old 
sinkerballer has struck out 58 and walked 16 over 69 2/3 innings. Should Perdomo get the call, 
he would do so on six days' rest. 
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Szczur expected to be DFA'd; Asuaje recalled 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- When the Padres sent Carlos Asuaje to the Minors in mid-May, they asked him 
to earn his way back with his versatility and with his bat. He's done just that. 

San Diego plans to recall Asuaje ahead of Sunday's game against Pittsburgh, according to team 
sources. Outfielder Matt Szczur is expected to be designated for assignment to clear space. 

In 35 games for Triple-A El Paso, Asuaje batted .338/.408/.492. He broke camp with the big 
league club, playing second base exclusively. But he's split time equally between second and 
third in the Minors. 

That versatility was key to Asuaje earning his way back. He's expected to be used in a utility 
role and as a left-handed bat off the bench. His performance could dictate more playing time, 
but he'll need to bounce back from the .193/.256/.284 slash line he's posted thus far in his 
second big league season. 

As for Szczur, an immensely respected presence in the Padres' clubhouse, there simply wasn't 
enough playing time to go around. The Padres' outfield got a bit too crowded with the return 
of Wil Myers. 

Szczur was generally a serviceable bench piece, often used as a pinch-hitter, pinch-runner or 
defensive replacement. But he'd struggled mightily of late, and he's hitting .187/.256/.267 this 
year. 

When a player's contract is designated for assignment -- often abbreviated "DFA" -- that player 
is immediately removed from his club's 40-man roster, and 25-man roster if he was on that as 
well. Within seven days of the transaction (it was previously 10 days), the player must either be 
traded, released or placed on irrevocable outright waivers. 
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Petco Park hosts Pitch, Hit & Run competition 

By Katie Woo 

Zach Issacman is no stranger to the Scotts Pitch, Hit and Run event, but he did have some 
unfinished business to take care of during Saturday's Team Competition at Petco Park. 

Isaacman, 14, has participated in the competition since he was seven years old, and even won 
the 11-12 age division during the Team Competition in 2016. After finishing as a runner-up in 
2017, Issacman joined 21 other participants from Southern California and Nevada in hopes of 
reclaiming the title. He succeeded, as he took home first-place honors in the 13-14 age division. 

Although Issacman is a regular participant -- he's reached the regional event the last three years 
in a row -- the San Diego native noted that competition is still "very fun to compete in." 

"It's really cool to play on the field and compete on the field," he said. 

The Pitch, Hit and Run tournament, now in it's 22nd year, encourages baseball and softball 
players ages 7-14 to demonstrate their skills, while competing in pitching, hitting and running 
drills in their respective sport. To reach the Team Competition, which is held by all 30 MLB 
clubs, participants must advance through two prior events at the local and sectional levels. 

"My favorite part about these competitions is that there's so many kids that come out [who] have 
never been to a Major League Baseball game and definitely have never been on the field," said 
Kelly P. Kelly, a coordinator for the event. "The excitement that you can see from that 
experience of the first time, being able to be on the field, that definitely makes it worth it." 

Other notable winners included AJ Curry (9-10 division), who won his age group for the third 
consecutive year; and Mya Bartlett (11-12 division), who advanced to the National Finals last 
year at Marlins Park in Miami. 

Participants showcased their abilities in three fundamental drills. First, they were timed running 
two bases, or 120 feet. For the hitting portion, participants hit either softballs or baseballs off a 
tee, with the distance being measured from where the ball first landed. Finally, participants 
attempted to hit a target as many times as they could in six attempts from either 35 feet 
(softball) or 45 feet (baseball). 

Even for those who didn't win, it was still a day they were thrilled to experience. 

"I think it's fun that you get to meet people from other places and that you get to play with them," 
said Aiyana Curry, who finished in second place in the age 13-14 softball division. 

Ayana has participated in the competition with her little brother, AJ, for the past few years. 

"We practice together for this. It's like our own competition," she said. 

The top competitors nationwide from each age group (7-8, 9-10, 11-12 and 13-14) will advance 
to the National Finals at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., during All-Star Week. The finalists 
will be announced July 2 on MLB Network. 
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First-place finishers 

Softball Division 
Jordyn Jerotz - Encinitas, Calif. (7-8) 
Lyndsay Rogers - San Marcos, Calif. (9-10) 
Mya Bartlett - Las Vegas, Nev. (11-12) 
Jill Halas - Las Vegas, Nev. (13-14) 

Baseball Division 
Cole Miller - San Diego, Calif. (7-8) 
AJ Curry - San Diego, Calif. (9-10) 
Tristen Valenzuela - Oceanside, Calif. (11-12) 
Zach Isaacman - San Diego, Calif. (13-14) 
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Tatis Jr., Allen lead Saturday's top 
prospects 

By Mike Rosenbaum 

A pair of Padres top prospects showcased their bright futures on Saturday as Fernando Tatis 
Jr. hit a pair of homers to back another strong effort on the mound by Logan Allen in Double-A 
San Antonio's 4-3 loss against Northwest Arkansas. 

Tatis, San Diego's No. 1 prospect (No. 4 overall), hit a solo shot in the fourth inning and 
added another in the eighth to finish 3-for-4 with two runs scored out of the leadoff spot for the 
Missions. Tatis' multi-homer performance was his third of the season and pushed his season 
total to 14 homers through 77 games. He's also hit safely in six straight games for the Missions, 
while improving his average from .269 to .285 in that span. 

Coming off of a breakout 2017 campaign in which he produced an .877 OPS with 22 homers 
and 32 steals while reaching Double-A at age 18, Tatis began his season by hitting just 
.177/.231/.333 with three home runs and zero stolen bases in April. Since the calendar flipped to 
May, however, the 19-year-old shortstop owns a .333/.414/.592 batting line with 11 home runs 
and 11 steals. 

Allen, the Padres' No. 9 prospect (No. 100), was equally impressive, tossing seven innings of 
one-run ball in which he permitted four hits and one walk while striking out 10. The 21-year-old 
southpaw has been excellent of late, allowing just one earned run and 10 hits over his last 25 
innings (four starts). Allen has lowered his ERA from 3.62 to 2.66 in that stretch, and he's now 
fanned 95 batters in 84 2/3 innings after his second double-digit strikeout effort of the season. 

 

The rest of the best performances from top prospects Saturday 

• No. 12 overall prospect Royce Lewis (Twins' No. 1) blasted a solo home run before finishing 
3-for-4 with three RBIs and two runs scored in Class A Cedar Rapids' 11-3 win over Burlington. 
It was Lewis' second straight three-hit game, and he's now recorded multiple hits in six of his 
past 10 games. Overall, the 2017 No. 1 overall pick is hitting .321/.369/.498 with eight homers, 
20 doubles and 19 steals in his first full season. Jordan Balazovic (No. 30) paced the Kernels on 
the mound by tossing six scoreless innings of one-hit ball with 10 strikeouts. The 19-year-old 
righty has racked up double-digit strikeouts twice in five outings and has 41 strikeouts in 26 2/3 
innings, along with a 2.36 ERA, on the season. 

• Triple-A Columbus' catching tandem of No. 16 overall prospect Francisco Mejia (Indians' No. 
1) and Eric Haase (No. 19) combined for five extra-base hits and eight RBIs in a 10-9 win over 
Indianapolis. Mejia tallied two doubles and went 2-for-5 with two RBIs in his eighth straight multi-
hit game, giving him a robust .455/.476/.717 batting line, with four homers, 14 doubles and 23 
RBIs in 24 games this month. Haase, meanwhile, hit a three-run homer in the first inning, a two-
run double in the second and a solo shot in the fourth as part of a 3-for-4, career-high six-RBI 
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performance. Yu Chang (No. 7) sealed the victory with a walk-off homer in the ninth, his 
seventh this season. 

• No. 10 overall prospect Forrest Whitley (Astros' No. 2) struggled in the first inning, allowing 
three runs before recording two outs, but rebounded to retire 11 of the final 13 batters he faced 
en route to completing four innings. He permitted four hits and one walk and struck out five in 
the outing, throwing 54 of his 81 pitches for strikes. After three straight scoreless starts to begin 
his season, the 20-year-old righty has given up 10 earned runs in 8 1/3 innings in his past two 
turns. Yordan Alvarez (No. 54 overall, Astros' No. 3) had another big game at the plate as he 
went 2-for-4 with his fifth home run in 11 games since returning from the disabled list. Through 
38 games, the 21-year-old outfielder is slashing .320/.373/.614 with 11 homers and 40 RBis. 
 

• No. 54 overall prospect Alex Faedo (Tigers' No. 3) tossed five scoreless innings in which he 
allowed two hits, walked two and struck out four in his second career start for Double-A Erie. 
Faedo was sharp in his Erie debut as well, completing six innings of two-run, two-hit ball with 
seven strikeouts. The 2017 first-rounder was promoted to the Eastern League after posting a 
3.10 ERA and 1.02 WHIP with 51 strikeouts and 13 walks in 61 innings (12 starts) with Class A 
Advanced Lakeland. 

 Braves No. 11 prospect Touki Toussaint carried a no-hit bid into the fifth inning before 
completing seven scoreless innings, a season high, and matching his career high with 11 
strikeouts in Double-A Mississippi's 2-1 loss against Pensacola. He threw a season-high 102 
pitches (63 strikes) in the outing, allowing two hits, three walks and one hit-by-pitch. It was the 
fourth double-digit strikeout performance of the season for the 22-year-old right-hander, who 
ranks first in the Southern League and third in Minor League Baseball with 107 strikeouts. 
Across 16 starts, Toussaint owns a 2.93 ERA and .208 BAA in 86 innings. 

• Cardinals first-round Draft pick Nolan Gorman blasted a pair of two-run home runs, going 
deep in the first and seventh innings in Rookie-level Johnson City's 12-6 win over Kingsport. 
The only player on MLB Pipeline's Draft Top 200 with a 60-grade power tool, Gorman, an 18-
year-old third baseman, has hit three homers in his first nine games as a pro. He's also hit 
safely in six straight, highlighted by his first career multi-hit performance on Saturday. 

• Cubs No. 18 prospect Keegan Thompson was lights-out in his second Double-A start, tossing 
6 1/3 scoreless innings of one-hit ball in Tennessee's shutout of Chattanooga. The 23-year-old 
righty issued two walks and struck out seven while throwing 53 of his 93 pitches for strikes. The 
performance was a stark improvement over Thompson's first Double-A start on June 23, when 
he allowed eight earned runs on nine hits in three innings. 

• After hitting three home runs and plating a career-best seven on Wednesday, D-backs No. 19 
prospect Kevin Cron added to his torrid week with a two-homer, six-RBI performance in Triple-
A Reno's 14-4 win over Salt Lake. The 10th multi-homer game of Cron's career pushed the 25-
year-old corner infielder's season total to 13 home runs through 49 games in the Pacific Coast 
League. One of the more accomplished sluggers in the Minors, Cron has hit at least 25 homers 
for three straight seasons, including a career-high 27 bombs in 2015. 

• In the longest start of his career, Indians No. 16 prospect Sam Hentges scattered seven hits 
and allowed one earned run with three strikeouts in eight innings, leading Class A Advanced 
Lynchburg past Frederick, 8-1. The 21-year-old left-hander is a rising prospect in Cleveland's 
system, as Saturday's performance gives him a 3.38 ERA with 72 strikeouts in 77 1/3 innings 
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(15 starts) on the season -- his first fully healthy campaign after losing much of 2016-17 to 
Tommy John surgery. 

• Padres No. 15 prospect Hudson Potts hit two two-run homers in his first two at-bats for Class 
A Advanced Lake Elsinore, snapping a 1-for-19 skid with 11 strikeouts in his previous five 
games. The 19-year-old third baseman has totaled 13 homers and 25 doubles after finishing his 
2017 full-season debut with 20 and 23, respectively. 
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Wil Myers continues to find his groove, 

despite Padres’ struggles 

By Dennis Lin  

The idea, Wil Myers said, stemmed from an offseason viewing of Thor: Ragnarok.

 Inspired, his girlfriend (and now fiancée) Maggie had submitted a theory: “Immigrant 

Song,” the Led Zeppelin track featured in the aforementioned superhero film, would make 

for ideal walk-up music. 

Now, a staccato guitar riff and wailing vocals accompany Myers’ trips to the plate. Mötley 

Crüe’s “Kickstart My Heart” has been replaced by another rock anthem, one with lyrical 

references to Norse mythology. 

“I like it,” the Padres outfielder said. “I feel like it gets the crowd going.” 

Saturday’s 4-3 victory over the Pirates included signs that Myers may be getting his own 

hammer back. In the bottom of the third, he clocked an opposite-field line drive for his 

second home run of the year. In the bottom of the fifth, he ripped a two-run double into left 

field. San Diego, which held on in the top of the ninth, would need both hits. 

While a few scalded baseballs do not amount to overwhelming evidence, the Padres are 

37-48 as the calendar turns to July. They must work to identify positives. The re-

emergence of Myers, their 2016 All-Star, would easily qualify. 

Myers has been shelved in 2018 by nerve irritation in his right forearm, a lower back strain 

and a left oblique strain. The various ailments have been linked to bad luck, over-

aggressive weight gain and a position change. The learning continues, more than three 

years into Myers’ San Diego tenure. The patience of an organization and its fan base has 

frayed. 

Yet this fact remains: Without Myers’ production, the Padres are one of the league’s worst 

offenses. At 27, he retains the kind of potential that could elevate the latest sub-.500 

campaign into something more interesting. 

“When he’s stroking the ball, it’s impressive, it’s fun to watch,” said right fielder Hunter 

Renfroe. “It’s fun to hit behind him.” 

Those opportunities, of course, have been limited. Saturday marked Myers’ ninth game 

since a nine-week stint on the disabled list. Over the last several contests, he had begun to 

shed the rust and return to lacing drives around the yard. His average exit velocity for the 

season is a career high, albeit in a small sample. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://youtu.be/5w586B67zfE?t=21
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“I love it when he’s using the whole field,” manager Andy Green said. “I think Wil’s 

getting more and more comfortable. It’s just about getting at-bats right now. You keep 

feeding him at-bats, he’s going to get back to who he’s always been.” 

The Padres are still looking forward to witnessing Myers and first baseman Eric Hosmer in 

simultaneous bloom. Hosmer, whose signing shifted Myers to the outfield, has gone eight 

consecutive games without an extra-base hit, though he continues to pace the team in that 

category. The two players have started the same game only 15 times. 

Current circumstances have them lining up on opposite sides of the field. With Franchy 

Cordero likely out until winter ball, Myers is settling in as the team’s everyday left fielder, 

rather than bouncing between that position and right field. 

“When we started spring training we had guys we thought could [only] play left field, so 

that put Wil a little more towards right field,” Green said. “Now, kind of the way our roster 

breaks down, most of the guys that we have up here are better in right than left, so I think 

Wil slots nicely into left field for us right now. He’s been great, flexible that way.” 

In Saturday’s win, rookie Joey Lucchesi logged five innings of one-hit ball before being 

lifted for pitch count (85) reasons. Myers drove in a season-high three runs. Trade 

candidates Craig Stammen and Kirby Yates notched scoreless frames in relief. The main 

blip arrived in the final inning, when Brad Hand, the Padres’ most-discussed bullpen arm, 

surrendered three extra-base hits before recovering with the help of Renfroe’s right-field 

defense. 

On this night, the Petco Park crowd did not have to squint to see elements of a competitive 

club. The left fielder, looking like himself again, proved a central figure. 

“I feel good,” Myers said. “Every day of the big leagues, you’re going to feel different; 

whether you’re hot or you’re cold, you’re always going to feel different. The big thing is 

… trying to do something every single pitch to get back on your plan, and I feel like over 

the last couple nights I’ve done that pretty well.” 
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Myers, Lucchesi lead Padres over 

Pirates, 4-3 

 

Associated Press 

 

SAN DIEGO -- Wil Myers helped give the San Diego Padres an early lead and closer Brad 
Hand barely held onto it. 
 
Myers homered, doubled and drove in three runs, and rookie Joey Lucchesithrew five scoreless 
innings to lead San Diego to a 4-3 victory against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Saturday night. 
 
The Padres had to hang on after Hand got himself into trouble in the ninth and then got out of it 
to earn his 23rd save, thanks to some help from right fielder Hunter Renfroe. 
 
Hand gave up two quick runs on doubles by Elias Diaz and Austin Meadows, and a triple 
by Gregory Polanco. The reliever got Jordy Mercer to fly out to Renfroe in shallow right field.  
 
Renfroe then caught pinch-hitter Jose Osuna's foul ball near the seats and made a strong throw 
to hold Polanco at third. Hand struck out Starling Marte to end it. 
 
"I don't think he lacks for confidence," Padres manager Andy Green said of Hand, San Diego's 
only All-Star last year. "He's got those situations where he's just got to finish his pitches better 
than he did tonight. He doesn't rattle. You've got one of the faster runners in the game on third 
base with nobody out and a one-run game, and there's not many pitchers that are getting out of 
that. He managed to get out of that." 

Said Pittsburgh manager Clint Hurdle: "It's a life of a closer. If you look at the numbers against 
him all year, he's tough to hit. He's been very successful. ... I thought some breaking balls got left 
over the plate." 

Myers, limited to 19 games this season due to injuries, homered to right off Trevor Williams (6-
6) with one out in the third, his second. Myers then chased the San Diegan with a two-run 
double to left to give the Padres a 4-0 lead with two outs in the fifth. 
 
Myers returned June 21 after missing 47 games with a strained muscle in his side. 

"He's getting closer and closer and is looking more like himself," Green said. 

The manager was impressed with Myers using all fields. 

"I feel good," Myers said. "It's just one of those things where you constantly work on your 
approach." 

San Diego won for just the third time in 13 games. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/pit/pittsburgh-pirates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33594/elias-diaz
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33197/austin-meadows
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32950/gregory-polanco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30687/jordy-mercer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33918/jose-osuna
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30830/starling-marte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33305/trevor-williams
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Williams, a 2010 graduate of Rancho Bernardo High, was trying to become the second straight 
local product to beat his hometown Padres. On Friday night, Joe Musgrove, a 2011 graduate of 
Grossmont High in suburban El Cajon, threw seven scoreless innings in a 6-3 victory. 
 
But Williams gave up four runs and four hits in 4 2/3 innings, with four strikeouts and two 
walks. He also allowed an RBI grounder by Freddy Galvis in the second that brought in Christian 
Villanueva, who doubled and advanced on Jose Pirela's single. 
 
Williams walked Austin Hedges and pinch-hitter Matt Szczur with one out in the fifth. They 
advanced on Travis Jankowski's sacrifice bunt ahead of Myers' big double. 
 
"I kind of lost my fastball command in that fifth inning, and I had to rely on my off-speed 
pitches," Williams said. "I kind of put myself in bad situations. Two walks in a row are tough. 
You can't really defend walks. Wil Myers is a good hitter and he guessed right on a heater up, 
and did well." 

Lucchesi (4-3) won for the first time since April 28. He was making his third start since missing 
five weeks with a strained right hip. The left-hander allowed one hit while striking out five and 
walking four. 

San Diego's Matt Strahm yielded a run and two hits in the sixth. 
UP NEXT 

Pirates: RHP Jameson Taillon (5-6, 3.96 ERA) is 1-0 with a 1.26 ERA in two career starts against 
San Diego. 
 
Padres: RHP Tyson Ross (5-5, 3.32) is scheduled for the Padres, who have won seven of his last 
nine starts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34848/joe-musgrove
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31337/matt-szczur
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34862/matt-strahm
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31258/jameson-taillon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30099/tyson-ross
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Myers drives in 3, Lucchesi throws 5 strong as Padres beat 
Pirates 

 

AP 
Jul 1, 2018 at 1:47a ET 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Wil Myers homered, doubled and drove in three runs, and 
rookie Joey Lucchesi threw five scoreless innings to lead the San Diego Padres to a 
4-3 victory against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Saturday night. 

The Padres had to hold on after closer Brad Hand allowed two runs in the ninth 
before earning his 23rd save. Hand gave up doubles by Elias Diazand Austin 
Meadows to open the ninth, and a triple by Gregory Polanco. The reliever then 
got Jordy Mercer to fly out to shallow right field, pinch-hitter Jose Osuna to foul out to 
right and struck out Starling Marte. 

Myers, limited to 19 games this season due to injuries, homered to right off Trevor 
Williams (6-6) with one out in the third, his second. Myers then chased the San 
Diegan with a two-run double to left to give the Padres a 4-0 lead with two outs in the 
fifth. 

San Diego won for just the third time in 13 games. 

Williams, a 2010 graduate of Rancho Bernardo High, was trying to become the 
second straight local product to beat his hometown Padres. On Friday night, Joe 
Musgrove, a 2011 graduate of Grossmont High in suburban El Cajon, threw seven 
scoreless innings in a 6-3 victory. 

But Williams gave up four runs and four hits in 4 2/3 innings, with four strikeouts and 
two walks. He also allowed an RBI grounder by Freddy Galvis in the second that 
brought in Christian Villanueva, who doubled and advanced on Jose Pirela‘s single. 

Lucchesi (4-3) won for the first time since April 28. He was making his third start 
since missing five weeks with a strained right hip. The left-hander allowed one hit 
while striking out five and walking four. 

San Diego’s Matt Strahm yielded a run and two hits in the sixth. 

UP NEXT 

Pirates: RHP Jameson Taillon (5-6, 3.96 ERA) is 1-0 with a 1.26 ERA in two career 
starts against San Diego. 

Padres: RHP Tyson Ross (5-5, 3.32) is scheduled for the Padres, who have won 
seven of his last nine starts. 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/myers-drives-in-3-lucchesi-throws-5-strong-as-padres-beat-pirates-070118
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/wil-myers-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/pittsburgh-pirates-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brad-hand-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/elias-diaz-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-meadows-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-meadows-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/gregory-polanco-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jordy-mercer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-osuna-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/starling-marte-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/trevor-williams-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/trevor-williams-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joe-musgrove-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joe-musgrove-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/freddy-galvis-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-pirela-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matthew-strahm-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jameson-taillon-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
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This Day in Padres History —

 July 1 
By Bill Center 

July 1, 1975 — Mike Ivie has five RBIs, including a grand slam homer, as 
the Padres defeat the Dodgers 10–1 at Dodger Stadium. 

July 1, 1987 — Kevin Mitchell hits two homers and drives in three runs 
and right-hander Eric Show allows four hits and a walk in a complete-
game shutout as the Padres defeat the Dodgers 4–0 at Dodger Stadium. 
 


