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Padres owner on Eric Hosmer offer: 'We like it. I 
don't know if Mr. Boras likes it.' 
Dennis Lin  

Padres Executive Chairman Ron Fowler indicated Tuesday the team is not planning 
significant changes to its offer to free-agent first baseman Eric Hosmer. The Union-Tribune 
reported earlier this month that the Padres had presented agent Scott Boras with a seven-year 
deal worth less than $140 million, and the club apparently has not budged from that position. 

“I think we were pretty creative in the way we put a contract proposal together,” Fowler said 
in an interview on The Mighty 1090. “We like it. I don’t know if Mr. Boras likes it, but that’s 
probably another story.” 

Boras began the winter seeking an eight-year contract in the neighborhood of $200 million, 
according to industry sources. But the free-agent market has been the most lethargic in recent 
memory, and Hosmer has not attracted a long list of suitors. The Kansas City Royals, who 
would like to retain their franchise first baseman, have been the Padres’ main competition. 

The fit for either club has been a source of curiosity. Both small-market franchises are 
rebuilding and have never committed to a nine-figure contract. 

Hosmer does represent a younger alternative to other free agents. The Padres and Royals 
believe the 28-year-old could remain in his prime when competitive baseball returns to their 
ballparks. 

Fowler said the front office broached the idea of pursuing Hosmer roughly six months ago. 

“They like him, they like his makeup, they like his leadership in the clubhouse, and obviously 
they like him as an athlete,” Fowler said. “We met with him, and he’s a very impressive 
individual.” 

How much the Padres are willing to pay for Hosmer’s qualifications — both tangible and 
otherwise — has been the subject of extensive debate. In Tuesday’s interview, it was 
suggested to Fowler that a six-year deal would be preferable. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
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“I think you’re taking my side of the discussions I’ve had with Andy (Green) and A.J. 
(Preller) and (Josh Stein),” Fowler said, referencing his manager and front office. 

New uniforms on hold 

Fans hoping for the return of brown Padres uniforms will have to keep hoping. Fowler, asked 
about major alterations in the near future, said “it’ll probably be the 2020 season before we 
see anything.” 

The owner said the team has commissioned a research study of quantitative data. 

“We’re going to show people examples of uniforms we think might make sense, and we have 
representatives of the brown,” Fowler said. “...I’m not a fan of, as Tony Gwynn used to say, 
the ‘baby poop’ brown-and-yellow uniforms. I think there’s some brown that is very, very 
classy, and we’ll see what the market tells us. But it’s two years away before we can do 
anything with the processes you have to go through with baseball.” 

Under Armour will replace Majestic Athletic as the supplier of Major League 
Baseballuniforms in 2019, when the Padres could look to commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of their founding. A broader shift in color scheme, however, will have to wait a bit longer. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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Trevor's time? Hoffman Hall bid trending up 
Jeff Sanders  

The 2018 Hall of Fame class is shaping up to be one of the biggest ever. 

It might even have room for a closer, as troublesome as save artists have been to the modern voter. 

Nine days before the unveiling of this year’s crop, Trevor Hoffman has appeared on 78.3 percent of the 

ballots collected by unofficial tracker extraordinaire Ryan Thibodaux, just above the 75 percent threshold 

for induction. Yet what’s most encouraging for Padres fans is that Hoffman — just five votes shy of 

induction last year — has gained 10 votes from returners for the 2018 ballot. 

Want even more good news? 

The six players who have come within five votes or fewer were eventually inducted, and 17 of the 18 

candidates who received at least 70 percent of the vote with time left on their Cooperstown clock were 

elected the following year. 

Hoffman, so far, has moved from 67 percent in his first year to 74 percent last January. 

If the current trends hold, the Padres great will become the fifth member of the Class of 2018, which 

would tie the inaugural 1936 class — Ty Cobb, Honus Wagner, Babe Ruth, Christy Mathewson and 

Walter Johnson — as the largest ever. 

With close to half of the ballots known, Chipper Jones is leading the way with 98.4 percent of the vote, 

followed by Vladimir Guerrero (94.6), Jim Thome (93.5), Edgar Martinez (81.0) and Hoffman (78.3). 

The moment of truth seems to be at hand, but some San Diegans are wondering why it has taken this long 

in the first place. 

Isn’t Hoffman the NL’s all-time saves leader with 601, 52 shy of Mariano Rivera? 

Wasn’t he the first to reach 500 and then 600 saves? 

Don’t his peripheral numbers stand up with some of the game’s all-time bests? 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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Indeed. 

Hoffman allowed 6.99 hits per nine innings, seventh-best ever among pitchers with at least 1,000 innings. 

His figure of 9.36 strikeouts per nine innings ranks 11th all-time, and his 88.8 percent success rate is 

third-best among closers with at least 300 saves. 

The problem is with Hoffman’s role. At least that’s how the Miami Herald’s Clark Spencer viewed it 

when he dropped Hoffman from his ballot this cycle. 

Hoffman’s raw save numbers initially led Spencer — the new president of the Hall’s voting body, the 

Baseball Writers’ Association of America — to vote for him. 

A closer inspection of the data led him to check off only seven names this time around, three shy of the 

max: Jones, Guerrero, Thome, Martinez, Mike Mussina, Curt Schilling and Larry Walker. 

But no Hoffman. Not this year. 

“He’s not the first guy I’ve ever dropped,” said Spencer, one of three voters to drop Hoffman this year. 

“When I had time to sit there and reflect and look at it and wrestle with it … he’s a guy I haven’t ruled 

out, but I just have a tough time because he’s a reliever. Obviously, he’s had an outstanding career, but I 

just give heavier weight to a starting pitcher who has to face a lineup two, three and four times as opposed 

to a reliever who faces three batters.” 

As far as specialized players, Spencer’s voting record has been consistent over the years. 

He never voted for Bruce Sutter, whose 300 saves (tied for 26th all-time) earned him induction on his 

13th Hall ballot. Spencer only recently got on board with Martinez, the beloved Mariners designated hitter 

trending toward induction on his ninth try. He not only was one of just two Cy Young Award voters not to 

cast a first-place vote for Eric Gagne’s immaculate 55-save season in 2003, but he didn’t have the 

dominant Dodgers closer among his top three votes. 

A deeper dig into Hoffman’s numbers reveals the precise narrative that voters have wrestled with for 

years when considering closers for the Hall of Fame. 

As a one-inning pitcher for most of his career, Hoffman, with 1,0891/3 career innings, tops only Sutter 

(1,042) among pitchers already enshrined. Only six dedicated closers have gained entry to Cooperstown, 

and two of them — Dennis Eckersley and John Smoltz — started their careers as impact starting pitchers 
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(Smoltz even finished in the rotation after saving 154 games in a four-year span following a return from 

injury). 

What’s more, none of the top six saves artists are enshrined (Eckersley ranks seventh with 390). Billy 

Wagner (422) has less than 10 percent of the vote so far this year. John Franco (422) fell off the ballot 

after one year. Francisco Rodriguez (437) is still active. Lee Smith (478) was eliminated after receiving 

34.2 percent of the vote on his 15th and final ballot last year. 

By all accounts, Rivera — with his major league-best 652 saves and near-perfect postseason record (0.70 

ERA, 42 saves, 141 IP), will be a first-year inductee in 2019. 

Spencer will vote for Rivera. That’s easy. 

Without the New York background or much of a postseason resume as a Padre (3.46 ERA in 13 innings), 

Hoffman is trickier as a one-inning-at-a-time player. 

His Wins Above Replacement (28.0, according to Baseball Reference) is not only half that of Rivera’s 

WAR (56.6), it’s dwarfed by two on-the-bubble starting pitchers — Schilling (80.7) and Mike Mussina 

(82.7) — on Spencer’s light 2018 ballot. 

“To me, the Hall of Fame is supposed to be the best of the best — premier players,” Spencer said. “I’ve 

voted for 10 once or twice, but oftentimes I don’t. I just don’t think there’s 10 guys in every class who 

should be going into the Hall. … 

“For me, Hoffman is in a gray area, and I struggle with it. Trust me.” 

A lot of Hall voters struggle with these decisions. 

Voters actually left Hank Aaron off ballots in 1982, while Ken Griffey Jr. remains the closest to a 

unanimous induction with 99.32 percent of the vote in 2016. 

Even Joe DiMaggio received only 44.3 percent of the vote on his first ballot, 69.4 on his second and 88.8 

percent when he finally got in on his third ballot. 

His third — just like Hoffman in 2018. 
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Padres roster review: Clayton Richard 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

CLAYTON RICHARD 

• Position: Left-handed pitcher 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 34 
• Bats/throws: L/L 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-5 / 240 pounds 
• Acquired: Signed as a free agent in August 2016 
• Contract status: Extension signed in September will pay Richard $3 million in 2018 and 

$3 million in 2019 
• Key stats: 8-15, 4.79 ERA, 151 Ks, 59 BBs, 1.52 WHIP, .308 opponent average, 197 

1/3 innings (32 starts) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 59.2 – The rate at which Richard fetched ground balls in 2017, third most in the majors 
behind the Blue Jays’ Marcus Stroman (62.1) and Padres teammate Luis 
Perdomo (59.2). 

TRENDING 

• Idle – Richard had spent roughly a year and a half in the Cubs’ bullpen when he was 
cut loose in August 2016. He quickly found a home in familiar place, signing with the 
team that acquired him the Jake Peavy deal before a shoulder injury derailed his career. 
In San Diego, Richard again found an opportunity in a rotation. He posted a 2.52 ERA 
after landing in San Diego in 2016, led the team in starts and innings in 2017 
and signed an extension for two more years last September. Richard lost an NL-worst 
15 games in 2017 and led the majors with 240 hits allowed, but offers a dependability 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-20170920-story.html
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that a rebuilding team craves. Among Richard’s highs in 2017 were hitting his first 
home run, throwing his first complete games and coming within three innings of a 200-
inning campaign – all for the first time since 2012. The shutout that Richard threw at 
the Phillies in August was also his first since 2012 and just the third of his revitalized 
career. 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• As fast as hurlers are progressing in the Padres’ farm system, Richard very well might 
finish his stay in San Diego in the bullpen. For now, he’s a near-lock for 30 starts and 
perhaps a rebound year. No one allowed more hits in 2017, but his impressive ground-
ball rate (see stat to note) could mean he’s in store for an uptick in results now that the 
Padres have solidified their infield defense with the arrival of shortstop Freddy Galvis. 
Depending on how camp goes, Padres manager Andy Green said at FanFest that 
Richard may even be in line to start on opening day for the first time in his career. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/columnists/bryce-miller/sd-sp-miller-richard-20170817-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/columnists/bryce-miller/sd-sp-miller-richard-20170817-story.html
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Padres roster review: Hunter Renfroe 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

HUNTER RENFROE 

• Position: Outfielder 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 26 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-1 / 220 pounds 
• Acquired: First round in 2013 (Mississippi State) 
• Contract status: Earned $535,900 in 2017; won’t be arbitration-eligible until 2020 at the 

earliest 
• Key stats: .231 avg., .284 OBP, .467 SLG, 26 HRs, 58 RBIs, 51 runs, 3 steals, 27 BBs, 

140 Ks (122 games, 479 plate appearances) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 1.084 – Renfroe’s career OPS against left-handed pitchers (140 plate appearances), 
well above his .676 OPS against righties (375 plate appearances). Renfroe’s strikeout 
rate is also significantly better against lefties (17.1) than it is against righties (32.3). 

TRENDING 

• Idle – There’s no denying Renfroe’s presence as the premier power hitter in the Padres’ 
lineup. He hit 16 homers as a junior at Mississippi State to become a first-round 
candidate, blasted homers at every stop in the farm system and put one of his first big 
league homers on the roof of the Western Metal Supply Co. building as a call-up in 
September 2016, a first for MLB game action at Petco Park. Renfroe then concluded 
his rookie campaign in San Diego in 2017 with another roof shoot, a three-homer game 
in September – another first for a Padres rookie – and a rookie-record 26 blasts. His 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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play in between all that, however, cast a cloud on his status as the team’s long-term 
right fielder. His on-base percentage ranked second-to-last among the Padres’ regulars, 
a strong but wild arm helped produce the majors’ second-worst ultimate zone rating 
(minus-5.7) among qualifying right fielders and spotty plate discipline added up to a 
29.2-percent strikeout rate. Undoubtedly, all of this was on Padres manager Andy 
Green’s mind when Renfroe was shipped out to Triple-A El Paso for a month this 
season. His 1.448 OPS in 14 regular season games reiterated the fact that Renfroe is 
clearly too good for the Pacific Coast League, but he’ll have to take a big step forward 
in 2018 if he’s going to prove he’s more than a platoon player as his early splits suggest 
(see stat to note). 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• Renfroe will enter camp in the driver’s seat for right-field at-bats, but he’ll have to hold 
off in-camp competition for corner outfield spots. Travis Jankowski covers far more 
ground as a speed/on-base option for the lineup. Alex Dickerson is a better pure hitter 
even if his sub-par defensive capabilities limits him to left field. Jose Pirela was a more 
complete hitter in 2017 and can play right. Franchy Cordero, however raw he is, 
remains perhaps the organization’s best combination of power, defense and speed. Wil 
Myers could still move to the outfield if the Padres acquire Eric Hosmer. Renfroe can 
stave off all this competition with improvements at the plate, but he’ll run out of time 
before too long. 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-hunter-renfroe-named-pcl-player-of-the-week-20170828-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-hunter-renfroe-named-pcl-player-of-the-week-20170828-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-dickerson-PESPTF00615-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Padres offseason leagues: Buddy Reed powering up 
Down Under 
Jeff Sanders 

Buddy Reed’s interest in ice hockey and soccer limited his time on a baseball diamond as a 
youth at St. George’s School in Middleton, R.I. A back injury in 2017 capped his plate 
appearances at 346 in his second year in the Padres system. 

So consider Reed’s stay in the Australian Baseball League this winter an opportunity to play 
catch-up. 

And Reed appears to be catching up. 

The 22-year-old center field prospect ended his stint Sunday with a three-homer game for the 
Canberra Cavalry, an exclamation point to what’s been a productive offseason for the former 
second-rounder. His 10 homers are tied for second in the circuit, while his .326/.363/.659 
batting line over 31 games Down Under is miles ahead of his career marks (.242/.304/.373) 
thus far in the low minors. 

“As much as the injury might have slowed him last year,” Padres farm director Sam 
Geaney said, “he’s obviously a tremendous athlete who’s making up for a lack of baseball 
experience. I think he’s always been an upside play – an upside pick – but I definitely saw 
some things over the past week that got me very excited about him turning the corner as an 
offensive player. 

“It’s very exciting what he could turn into if he continues to progress.” 

The switch-hitting Reed was hailed as one of the best all-around athletes in the 2016 draft 
class when the Padres selected him 48th overall, a reach considering how raw he was even in 
pairing .737 OPS with eight homers and 47 steals in three seasons at the University of Florida. 

His calling card – speed – was supposed to make him a threat on the bases and a plus defender 
in center field. The power, however, has shown up in a big way this winter after he hit the first 
six homers of his career in 88 games last year at low Single-A Fort Wayne. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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Reed was hitting .373 with nine homers and 12 RBIs in the last week alone. He was 5-for-6 
on steal attempts during his entire stay with Canberra. 

“I’ve been impressed with his approach at the plate,” Geaney said after watching Reed in-
person last week in Australia. “He’s always had raw power and bat speed and if he’s swinging 
the bat like he’s capable he’s going to do damage to the baseball.” 

More Down Under 

Also teaming with Reed at Canberra, 17-year-old shortstop Gabriel Arias (Fort Wayne) is 
hitting .271/.310/.486 with five homers, 23 RBIs and a steal in 29 games. Right-hander Lake 
Bachar (Fort Wayne), meanwhile, is 4-1 with a 2.66 ERA, 39 strikeouts and a 1.25 WHIP in 
44 innings (eight games, seven starts) with the Cavalry. 

At Melbourne, 17-year-old shortstop Jarryd Dale – a native Australian and 2017 international 
signee – is hitting .288/.339/.424 with three homers, 12 RBIs and a steal in 31 games. 

Burgos busts out 

Outfielder Aldemar Burgos (Tri-City) went 4-for-5 with a homer and three RBIs in Sunday’s 
doubleheader with Carolina in the Puerto Rican winter league. An eighth-rounder in 2015, the 
20-year-old Burgos is 18-for-36 with the one homer, 10 RBIs and a steal in his first nine 
games this winter. His 18 hits lead the league. 

Still wintering 

Outfielders Manuel Margot (San Diego) and Franchy Cordero (El Paso) were among the 
absentees at Saturday’s FanFest because they are still teaming at Escogido in the Dominican 
Republic’s winter league playoffs. Margot is 15-for-53 (.283) in the playoffs, while Cordero is 
14-for-47 (.298). 
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Thrilled that Hand is Still a Padre 
Left-hander had 21 saves in 22 opportunities last year with 2.16 ERA 

By Bill Center 

I can’t speak as a general manager since I’ve never been close to being one. 

But I’ve always thought that at some point of a rebuilding program, there has to be that 
moment where a general manager looks two or three years down the road and says: “If we’re 
going to be contending, this is a player we’re going to need.” 

That’s why, when trade rumors circulated about left-handed reliever Brad Hand last summer I 
reacted with only one word: 

“No!” 

I heard the argument. Teams that are rebuilding don’t need closers to save wins that aren’t 
there. 

There is some validity to that. 

And when the rumors were swirling last July, Hand had just taken over as closer with the trade 
that sent Brandon Maurer — along with Trevor Cahilland Ryan Buchter — to the Kansas City 
Royals. 

But if the past two post-seasons have taught us anything, it is the value of the bullpen —
 particularly the back end of the bullpen. 

And if there is any team that knows the value of a closer, it should be the Padres. I’m hoping 
we’re only 10 days away from the long-awaited and over-due announcement of Trevor 
Hoffman’s election into the Hall of Fame. 

Which brings me back to Brad Hand. 

Yes, any player can be traded. But to trade Hand, I want value for value. You weren’t going to 
get that last July with Hand being a closer for less than a week. Sixty games later, I don’t want 
to trade Hand — and his value has soared — because, wait for it, he is my closer. 
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The arbitration-eligible Hand signed a three-year extension with the Padres Saturday with an 
option for a fourth season. Yes, he could still be traded. But it would be a value-for-value 
trade. 

I love the extension of Brad Hand, who turns 28 in March. 

I’m honestly expecting the Padres to show continued improvement over the next three seasons. 
There will be more games to save. And I think Hand is perfectly suited to save more games. 

I like everything there is to like about the southpaw. I like his pitching repertoire. I like his 
durability. And I like his edge. His attitude even reminds me a bit of Hoffman. I really can’t 
think of anything more positive to say. 

Claimed off waivers from Miami days into the 2016 season, Hand led the National League 
with 82 appearances in 2016 — which was one shy of the Padres’ single-season record. He had 
a 2.92 earned run average in 89 1/3 innings with 111 strikeouts. 

He was even better in 2017. He had a 2.16 ERA before he became the Padres closer on July 
23. He had a 2.16 ERA after becoming the closer. He finished with 21 saves in 22 
opportunities as a closer. Hand finished with 19 saves in the Padres’ final 64 games — or a 48-
save pace over a full season. 

So, I’m thrilled that Brad Hand is still a Padre. 

And I’m hoping he will be a Padre four years from now. 

Because, if he is, I think it will be a good sign for both Hand. . . and, more importantly, the 
Padres. 
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