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• Daily Herald, 'Everything feels good' for Morrow after simulation inning 

https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180915/everything-feels-good-for-morrow-after-
simulation-inning 
 

• Daily Herald, Lester helps Cubs past Reds, 1-0 
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180915/lester-helps-cubs-past-reds-1-0 
 

• Daily Herald, Rozner: Cubs' Maddon scrambling to manage end of games 
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180915/rozner-cubs-maddon-scrambling-to-manage-end-
of-games 
 

• The Athletic, Aces high: Jon Lester is leading a starting rotation that has saved the Cubs’ season 
https://theathletic.com/526907/2018/09/15/aces-high-jon-lester-is-leading-a-starting-rotation-
that-has-saved-the-cubs-season/ 
 

• Cubs.com, Lester hurls gem as Cubs build on Central lead 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/jon-lester-fans-8-in-scoreless-effort-vs-reds/c-294750300 
 

• Cubs.com, Morrow nearing return to Cubs' bullpen 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/brandon-morrow-nearing-return-from-arm-injury/c-294725504 

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Lester dominant in pitcher's duel at Wrigley 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/lester-dominant-pitchers-duel-wrigley 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Kyle Schwarber and Jason Heyward could be ready to contribute this 
weekend 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/kyle-schwarber-and-jason-heyward-could-be-ready-
contribute-weekend 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Brandon Morrow's sim game successful, return soon? 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/brandon-morrows-sim-game-successful-return-soon 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, De La Rosa the latest example of 'Everybody In' 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/de-la-rosa-latest-example-everybody 

 
• Chicago Tribune, Column: Everyone getting into the act to keep Cubs rolling in the NL Central 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-bullpen-sullivan-20180915-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Jon Lester pitches Cubs to 1-0 win over Reds; Cubs lead NL Central by 2 1/2 
games after Brewers' loss 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-reds-20180915-story.html 
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• Chicago Tribune, Brandon Morrow pitches off mound, could rejoin Cubs in Arizona 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-bradon-morrow-20180915-story.html 
 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Jon Lester dominates Reds, leads Cubs to key victory 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/jon-lester-dominates-reds-leads-cubs-to-key-win/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Brandon Morrow won’t jump right back into closer’s role 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/even-with-pedro-strop-out-brandon-morrow-wont-jump-
right-back-into-ninth/ 

 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
'Everything feels good' for Morrow after simulation inning 
By Jerry Fitzpatrick 
 
The inning Chicago Cubs relief pitcher Brandon Morrow threw at Wrigley Field Saturday was simulated. 
 
The optimism he and Cubs manager Joe Maddon expressed afterward was quite real. 
 
Morrow has been on the disabled list since July 18 with right biceps inflammation, which he described 
Saturday as more like a bone bruise resulting from repetitive use. 
 
Morrow threw 19 pitches to Kyle Schwarber and Terrance Gore and later told reporters he would likely 
be activated "in a few days" as long as his arm felt right the next day. 
 
The Cubs bullpen could use the help in light of the hamstring injury suffered by reliever Pedro Strop in 
Washington Thursday. 
 
"I thought my command was very good," said Morrow, a 34-year-old right-hander. "My mechanics have 
been free. I don't feel like I'm holding back at all. Everything feels good coming out, and my breaking 
stuff was really good, I thought. Plenty to compete and throw the ball competitively." 
 
How did Morrow's stuff look from a hitter's perspective? 
 
"His cutter looked good," Gore said. "It looked really good." 
 
Maddon said Morrow is unlikely to enter a ninth-inning situation immediately upon his return, nor will 
he pitch on back-to back days, possibly for weeks. 
 
"I think it's something you want to stay away from right now," Maddon said of appearances on 
consecutive days. "I think if we're lucky enough to get deep (in the playoffs), then you might consider 
something like that." 
 
The Cubs manager said "it's not impossible" Morrow could be the team's closer by the end of the regular 
season in two weeks, but it is a wait-and-see scenario. 
 
"You just have to see him out there," Maddon said. "This is a situation -- the hitters are going to tell you 
where he's at with his pitches and the number of pitches he's able to throw in an appearance. I'm 
guessing 15-20 feels like a good number right now. It's just so hard to evaluate that. We've got to get 
him out there versus competition and see what it looks like and then I think we can make up our minds." 
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Back, back, back: 
Left fielder Kyle Schwarber gave manager Joe Maddon a positive health report when the two spoke 
Saturday morning. 
 
Schwarber left Wednesday's game against Milwaukee with back soreness after he slid into third base. 
He did not make the trip to Washington for Thursday's makeup game and he was not in the lineup 
Friday or Saturday. 
 
Schwarber, who has 25 home runs and 58 RBI, will likely be available when the Cubs open a 3-game 
series in Arizona on Monday. 
 
"He's getting closer," Maddon said. "I would think that by the time we get to Arizona there would be a 
decent shot that he'll be able to play." 
 
Maddon did not rule out the possibly Schwarber could pinch hit in the series finale against Cincinnati 
 
Heyward nears return: 
Jason Heyward is close to making a return from a strained hamstring. The right fielder has been on the 
disabled list since Aug. 31. 
 
"Heyward is really trending well," Joe Maddon said. "He should be able to participate really soon. 
(Sunday or Monday) or the next day after that, whatever, but he's getting real close." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Lester helps Cubs past Reds, 1-0 
By Jerry Fitzpatrick 
 
The Chicago Cubs made a slim lead stand up for a third straight game in a 1-0 win over Cincinnati at 
Wrigley Field on Saturday, thanks to starting pitcher Jon Lester and the bullpen committee. 
 
Lester (16-6) showed no lingering effects of the back soreness that forced him from his previous start 
against Milwaukee after 5⅔ innings. The left-hander limited the Reds to 2 hits and 2 walks and struck 
out 9 in 7 innings. 
 
"It kind of ended up moving to my hip," Lester said of the pain he managed between starts. "Then we 
were able to get some mobility back in there and it was fine. Like I said, good drugs and good docs so 
we're all good." 
 
The all-star pitcher is hot once again. Lester has a 1.73 ERA in 36⅓ innings over his last 6 starts. 
Saturday's outing lowered his season ERA from 3.57 to 3.43. 
 
Reds starting pitcher Cody Sheets matched Lester for 5 innings. The lefty allowed 2 hits and 2 walks and 
struck out a career-high 10 batters, but the Cubs' starter was better. 
 
"He's just a bulldog," shortstop Addison Russell said. 
 
Lester returned Russell's compliment in light of the unsung play the infielder made to keep the game 
scoreless in the top of the sixth. Lester walked Billy Hamilton on a 3-2 count to open the inning and the 



 
Cincinnati speedster promptly stole second base. A low throw from Contreras got past Javier Baez at 
second base, but Russell alertly backed up the play and kept Hamilton from reaching third base with one 
out. 
 
Hamilton tried to steal third and was initially ruled safe, but the call was soon overturned. 
 
"That play that Addy made, it changes the game," Lester said. "It changes the whole aspect of that 
inning. If you've got one out and a guy on third base that can run, you're going to probably concede that 
run." 
 
"If a play is going on and someone is standing still, you know they're doing the wrong thing," Russell 
said. "There's a job to be done every single play." 
 
The Cubs snapped the scoreless tie with two outs in the bottom of the sixth against reliever Sal Romano. 
Contreras used an inside-out swing to bounce a single through the second-base hole, scoring Baez, who 
singled to lead off the inning and advanced to second base on David Bote's groundout. 
 
That's all the run support Lester and the bullpen needed. Though he walked Votto to open the seventh 
inning, Lester bounced back to strike out Eugenio Suarez with his 107th pitch of the game. His 108th and 
final pitch induced a double-play grounder from Phillip Ervin to end the threat. 
 
"Jonny typically gets better when he smells it," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "He made some really 
big pitches when he had to." 
 
Justin Wilson threw a scoreless eighth inning and Maddon and the bullpen pieced it together in the 
ninth. Right-hander Jesse Chavez got pinch hitter Scooter Gennett on a flyball to left-center field for the 
first out before Jose Peraza singled. 
 
With Votto due up, Maddon summoned left-hander Randy Rosario. He induced a deep flyball to Albert 
Almora for the second out. Steve Cishek came on to get the final out with one pitch -- a Suarez 
groundball to Bote at third base. 
 
"They were set up in a manner where we could do what we did," Maddon said of playing the matchups." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: Cubs' Maddon scrambling to manage end of games 
By Barry Rozner 
 
When Jaime Garcia came on for the eighth inning Friday night at Wrigley Field, it raised more than a few 
eyebrows. 
 
The Cubs had just taken a 3-2 lead over the Reds in the bottom of the seventh and were trusting the 
next inning to a man who had started in Washington six days earlier and retired only 1 of 5 batters he 
faced. 
 
But Garcia was outstanding Friday night, tossing a perfect inning on only 10 pitches, getting the meat of 
the Cincinnati order on a soft liner to left, a strikeout and a comebacker. 
 
Who would have guessed? 



 
 
But that's really where the Cubs are right now, searching for answers and willing to look just about 
anywhere, desperate enough that someone like the 32-year-old Garcia has time remaining to impress 
Joe Maddon before the clock strikes October. 
 
"He did impress me last night," Maddon said Saturday. "I thought he threw well in Washington that one 
inning. There were some really close pitches that were called balls that could have been strikes. 
 
"Eventually they got runs on a groundball that took a tough hop. His appearance looks like it wasn't that 
good, but he threw the ball well. 
 
"Last night, against a really good part of their batting order, he came off the field and had a good look 
about him." 
 
Given all their injuries, the ninth on Friday fell to 37-year-old Jorge De La Rosa, who survived some 
trouble to record his first career save as the Cubs held on for a 3-2 victory. 
 
"The good part about him and De La Rosa in the latter part of that game is the experience," Maddon 
said. "They were not hurried in the situation. 
 
"Garcia did really well. He pitches well against righties. Freaky movement. Doesn't throw overtly hard, 
but lots of deception and a tough look for the hitter with a variety of pitches and naturally good 
movement." 
 
This is not the perfect spot to be with two weeks remaining before the postseason begins, but this is 
where the Cubs find themselves. 
 
Closer Brandon Morrow is rehabbing, fill-in closer Pedro Strop blasted a hamstring, Steve Cishek and 
Jesse Chavez are overworked and Brandon Kintzler has been bad. 
 
If there's good news, it's that Justin Wilson has been very good and Morrow's simulated game went well 
before Saturday's game against the Reds. 
 
"He felt good, he looked good and he was upbeat afterward," Maddon said of Morrow. "One day at a 
time right now." 
 
It's unclear when Morrow will be back, what he will be when he gets there and how often he'll be able 
to throw. 
 
He won't return as the closer, at least not right away. He won't be 100 percent this season. And Maddon 
is unsure if Morrow will be able to pitch on consecutive days. 
 
And then there's Carl Edwards, for years considered a closer candidate, but he's struggling right now to 
remember who he's supposed to be. 
 
"What I've done in the past with him," Maddon said, "is I just try to reassure him, 'You're one of the best 
relief pitchers in baseball and your stuff gets anyone out.' 
 
"Those are the kinds of conversations I have with him. Don't back off. Permit your stuff to play. It really 
comes down to trust. 
 



 
"It's easy to advise someone to else to trust yourself. But then again, we all know what that's like, to 
trust ourselves." 
 
Maddon, however, is hardly giving up. 
 
"He is important to us," the manager said. "He's going to have to pitch those moments for us. We'll keep 
throwing him out there." 
 
On Saturday, it was Wilson again for a scoreless inning after Jon Lester was brilliant for 7, and then 
Chavez, Randy Rosario and Cishek all recorded an out in the ninth to close out a 1-0 victory. 
 
"There is no closer," Maddon said. "Just trying to manipulate the last out as best we can. 
 
"In spite of everything that's gone on (with the bullpen), not a bad place to be right now." 
 
What it boils down to is Maddon has no choice. He has to use these last two weeks not only to secure a 
division title, but also to figure out some sort of bullpen rotation and find a way to trust more than one 
or two guys. 
 
On the other hand, A.J. Hinch decided last fall that if a Houston pitcher was getting outs, he would let 
him stay in and keep getting outs. 
 
Lance McCullers pitched 4 scoreless innings to end Game 7 of the ALCS, even though he had started 
Game 4 and was pitching on three days' rest. 
 
Brad Peacock got the save when he went 3⅔ scoreless to finish Game 3 of the World Series in relief of 
McCullers. 
 
And Charlie Morton went the final 4 innings of the Game 7 title clincher after starting Game 4 a few days 
before. 
 
In other words, perhaps the answer will reveal itself on the mound, game by game, based on who's 
effective, as Garcia was Friday night when maybe he could have stayed in for another inning. 
 
Again, not quite what you'd hope for this late in the season, but it's where Maddon and the Cubs are 
today. 
 
Two weeks from now? Good question. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Aces high: Jon Lester is leading a starting rotation that has saved the Cubs’ season 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Joe Maddon never stopped believing in his starters. 
 
When those pitchers struggled to eat innings and couldn’t get into a rhythm, he trusted that eventually 
they’d live up to their top billing. 
 
All it took was a little time, the benching of Tyler Chatwood and the miraculous addition of Cole Hamels. 



 
 
OK, so it may not have happened like they drew it up with the free agent signings of Chatwood and Yu 
Darvish, but the Cubs rotation sure looks ready for October. And if it weren’t for the way they’ve pitched 
the last month, it’s likely the Cubs would be looking up at the Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Central. 
 
“The starters right now are really important to us,” Maddon said after the Cubs’ 1-0 victory over the 
Cincinnati Reds on Saturday afternoon. “In the beginning of the year, the bullpen really picked them up. 
Right now, it’s their turn to pick up the bullpen. The more innings they can pile up, that makes it 
somewhat easier to piece together the latter part of the game.” 
 
Closer Brandon Morrow has been out since the All-Star break, but after innumerable games of catch in 
the outfield, he seems ready to return. He threw 19 pitches in a simulated game prior to Saturday’s win 
and he’s hoping to be activated at some point during the Arizona series that begins Monday. 
 
The Cubs could really use Morrow, even if he doesn’t go back to ninth-inning duties. Pedro Strop, who 
has handled ninth-inning duties since Morrow went down, strained his left hamstring Thursday night 
and is done for the rest of the regular season. For the second game in a row, Maddon was forced to 
piece it together late with his bullpen and it worked, mostly because the Cubs got another solid start. 
 
A day after Hamels tossed 6 2/3 innings of two-run ball, Jon Lester topped him by throwing seven 
scoreless innings. The veteran lefty allowed just two hits and struck out a season-high nine while walking 
just two. Lester was at 95 pitches after six innings, but with the bullpen depleted, Maddon sent him out 
for the seventh. 
 
Lester walked Joey Votto to start the inning, but got Eugenio Suárez to strike out on six pitches and then 
induced an inning-ending double play on the first pitch he threw to Phillip Ervin to finish off a standout 
performance. 
 
“Jonny typically gets better when he smells it,” Maddon said. “He made some really big pitches when he 
had to. (He threw) 108, last night was 109 out of Cole. Jon wanted to match him right there and he did. 
Tremendous effort on his part.” 
 
Lester headed into the All-Star break with a 2.58 ERA, but his peripherals (a low 19.1 percent strikeout 
rate and a subpar 8.9 percent walk rate along with a ton of hard contact allowed) suggested he was due 
for a downswing. Sure enough, in his first five starts after the All-Star Game, Lester posted a 10.32 ERA 
and gave up nine home runs in 22 2/3 innings. 
 
But in his final outing over that stretch, there were some small signs that he may have been ready to 
turn the corner. Lester built on those positives and in his six starts since then, he’s posted a 1.74 ERA in 
36 1/3 innings. This time, the peripherals bear out the results, as he’s struck out 26.1 percent of the 
batters he’s faced, while walking just 5.6 percent. This isn’t luck. This is a 34-year-old veteran who knew 
he needed to make some changes. 
 
“We’re doing different things,” Lester said. “I’m a completely different pitcher than I was when I got 
here, even two years ago. I’ll take (this) me over the younger me any day. Back then I didn’t have a 
rhyme or reason why things worked. It was just, ‘Here’s my fastball, here’s my cutter and I’ll throw you a 
curveball when I feel like it.’ Didn’t really throw a lot of changeups. Now I have a rhyme and reason. 
We’ve spent some time talking about and we try to go out and execute it. It’s a lot more fun.” 
 



 
Lester used to sit 93-plus with his four-seamer and could touch 97 at times. Even as recently as 2016 he 
was averaging 93.1 mph and maxing out at 96.7. This season, he’s averaging 91.6 mph with his four-
seamer and the hardest he’s thrown a pitch is 94.6 mph. But like he said, he knows what he’s doing now. 
 
But it’s not just Lester. The entire rotation is doing its part. Over their last 29 games, the Cubs are 
averaging a mere 3.9 runs per game. But the starters have a 2.58 ERA during that stretch, second-best in 
baseball over that run. In the Cubs’ first 119 games, they posted a 4.21 ERA. 
 
Over these last 29 games, the starters are averaging more than 5 1/2 innings a start and that includes 
duds like Jaime García’s 1/3 of an inning and Chatwood struggling through two innings in Pittsburgh. If 
you focus on the playoff core of Lester, Hamels, Kyle Hendricks and José Quintana, the recent results are 
especially encouraging. 
 
“We’ve been on a pretty good roll here lately,” Lester said. “It’s good. It’s a time of the year to get that 
going. I don’t want to talk about it too much. Just keep doing what we’re doing.” 
 
It hasn’t all gone according to plan, of course. Instead of Darvish coming back from his injury, Hamels 
has joined the staff and has put up a 1.57 ERA in nine starts. Hamels has allowed just 10 earned runs (11 
overall) through 57 1/3 innings. (If you want to be reminded how good Arrieta was in the last two 
months of 2015, in a similar span as Hamels, Arrieta gave up just four earned runs in 66 1/3 innings.) 
 
Morrow and Strop may be down, but in the last two games, Maddon has somehow gotten 4 2/3 
scoreless innings from a motley crew of Dillon Maples, García, Jorge De La Rosa, Justin Wilson, Jesse 
Chavez, Randy Rosario and Steve Cishek. 
 
Now, maybe none of this is sustainable. The Cubs can’t keep winning game after game with their offense 
sputtering and this group of relievers stepping up on a daily basis. But these are the types of moments a 
team needs to get by when adversity hits. While the Cubs wait for the offense to click and trusted 
relievers to step up, Maddon will ride his starters to success for as long as he can. 
 
What choice does he have? 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Lester hurls gem as Cubs build on Central lead 
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- Jon Lester assured everyone he would be fine after exiting his previous start with back 
spasms. Taking the mound Saturday as scheduled, the veteran left-hander proved he was ready, 
completing seven scoreless innings in the Cubs' 1-0 win over the Reds at Wrigley Field. 
 
With the Cubs on Day 26 in a stretch of 30 straight days with scheduled games, Lester's lengthy start 
was much needed to aid their fatigued offense and depleted bullpen. The win, coupled with the 
Brewers' 3-1 loss to the Pirates, has Chicago's NL Central lead back up to 2 1/2 games. 
 
"The starters right now are really important to us," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "In the beginning of 
the year, the bullpen picked them up. Right now, it's their turn to pick up the bullpen. The more innings 
they can pile up, that makes it somewhat easier to piece the latter part of the innings together." 
 



 
Lester and Reds starter Cody Reed were locked in a pitchers' duel through the first five innings -- they 
had each allowed just two hits in that span, with three of those combined four hits remaining in the 
infield. Reed was removed for a pinch-hitter to begin the sixth after recording a career-high 10 
strikeouts in the contest. 
 
Meanwhile, Lester settled in nicely after a 25-pitch first inning; he retired all but one of the 13 batters he 
faced over the next four innings. 
 
"You have to pitch better than good pitching to win," Maddon said. "Their guy was really good, too. 
Jonny typically gets better when he smells it. He made some really big pitches when he had to." 
 
With Reed out of the game, the Cubs got to work in the sixth. Javier Baez led off with an infield single, 
then scored on a two-out single from Willson Contreras, his second hit of the game. 
 
"I think he was fighting the ball off because he couldn't see the ball," Reds manager Jim Riggleman said 
of Contreras' go-ahead single. "It just looked, like everybody else, he had trouble seeing the ball. That 
was kind of an emergency swing a little bit." 
 
With both closer Brandon Morrow and his replacement, Pedro Strop, out with injuries, the Cubs turned 
to Justin Wilson to pitch the eighth. Jesse Chavez started the ninth, but he was removed after allowing a 
one-out single to Jose Peraza. Left-hander Randy Rosario entered to retire Joey Votto before righty 
Steve Cishek -- a former closer -- got Eugenio Suarez to ground out and end the game. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Speedster Billy Hamilton walked with one out in the sixth and waited one pitch before stealing second 
easily. Contreras' throw skipped past Baez covering the bag, and if not for a diving snag from Addison 
Russell, who was backing up the throw, the ball would've rolled farther into center field and Hamilton 
likely would've advanced to third. 
 
"That was the game-changer right there," Lester said. "I think that's a play that gets overlooked. If that 
ball goes to center field, he's on third base with one out." 
 
Instead, Hamilton stayed put at second -- at least for that play. During the same at-bat, Hamilton broke 
for third and was originally called safe before a brief replay review overturned the call. Lester then 
struck out Peraza to end the inning. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
With two outs in the third, Hamilton roped a line drive to center field, which Albert Almora Jr. reeled in 
with a smooth diving snag. If the ball got past Almora, Hamilton most likely would've been on third base 
with a triple. 
 
"If Al pulls up, it's a triple anyway [because Hamilton will steal two bases]. If Al makes the play, it's an 
out. If it gets by him, it's a triple anyway, possibly a home run," Lester said. "You've gotta play it full 
bore, and Al did that and made one hell of a play." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"We'll take that opposite-field, crappy-looking, whatever-looking, parachute-looking thing that gets in 
that outfield that drives in that run. I'll take it any day of the week." -- Maddon, on Contreras' go-ahead 
single 
 
UP NEXT 



 
Jose Quintana (13-9, 3.97 ERA) will close the Cubs' series against the Reds on Sunday, facing Luis Castillo 
(9-12, 4.66 ERA). Quintana is 2-1 this season against the Reds, including a game on May 19 in which he 
gave up one hit over seven scoreless innings. One more win would be a career high for Quintana, who 
won 13 games in 2016 with the White Sox. First pitch is scheduled for 1:20 p.m. CT from Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Morrow nearing return to Cubs' bullpen 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Brandon Morrow will be activated from the disabled list and back in the Cubs' bullpen next 
week for the first time since mid-July if he feels good after a 19-pitch simulated game on Saturday at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
"My mechanics have been free, I don't feel like I'm holding back," said Morrow, who has been sidelined 
with a bone bruise in his right forearm. "Everything feels good coming out. My command of my breaking 
stuff was really good, I thought. I have plenty to compete and throw the ball competitively. 
 
"I'm the sign off. If it feels the same [Sunday], everything's all good." 
 
Morrow, 34, began this season as the Cubs' closer, but will not be slotted into that role upon his return. 
 
"If he's ready to go and we want to put him out there, I don't think it'll be the ninth inning," Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon said. "I want to give him a chance to break into it a little bit." 
 
The Cubs used their seventh different pitcher as a closer on Friday when Jorge De La Rosa picked up his 
first career save in a 3-2 win over the Reds. Pedro Strop had handled most of the save situations since 
Morrow was sidelined, but he strained his left hamstring on Thursday and will not pitch again in the 
regular season. 
 
"The downsides [to returning as closer] are I can't throw back to back and they're going to keep an eye 
on my pitch count the first couple times out, too," Morrow said. "We'll see. It's not for me to say. I will 
throw in whatever inning Joe puts me in. I'm comfortable pitching whenever." 
 
On Saturday, Morrow did his best to follow his normal game routine. He played catch around 11 a.m. 
CT, then waited for about a half-hour, then prepared in the bullpen as if he was going into the game. He 
even jogged to the mound. 
 
"I tried to simulate as much of a regular day as you can," he said. "Ideally, you'd like to have a couple 
more outings just to get yourself in a game and feel a little game adrenaline and a game routine. That's 
how I tried to do it today." 
 
Maddon watched Morrow's outing along with Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein, 
general manager Jed Hoyer and the athletic trainers. 
 
"He threw well," Maddon said. "There was no hesitation in his delivery. He felt good, he looked good 
and afterword, spoke with him and he was kind of upbeat about the whole thing. We'll see what 
happens next." 
 
The Cubs haven't ruled out Morrow closing again, even if he won't immediately. 



 
 
"You just have to see him out there," Maddon said. "The hitters are going to tell you where he's at with 
his pitches. ... We have to get him out there versus competition and see what he looks like." 
 
De La Rosa's first career save 
When reporters approached De La Rosa to ask him about his first career save, Morrow quipped, "It's 
about time." 
 
After pitching 15 seasons, primarily as a starter, the 37-year-old left-hander wasn't expecting to be 
closing games. 
 
"I never closed a game in my life," De La Rosa said. "I'm happy they had the confidence to send me in 
there in the ninth and I'm glad to get the job done." 
 
He wasn't aware that Maddon was leaning toward the lefty. 
 
"They told us it will be matchups to finish the game," De La Rosa said. "I just tried to stay calm and make 
my pitch. That was my first save in 15 years but I didn't feel anything [different]. I was just trying to 
make my pitches." 
 
Injury updates 
Kyle Schwarber (back) is making progress and Maddon said there was a "decent shot he'll be able to 
play" when the Cubs face the D-backs in a series that starts Monday. Jason Heyward (hamstring) also is 
close to rejoining the team. 
 
New "waffle makers" 
On Friday, outfielder Ian Happ had three new "waffle makers" waiting for him, courtesy of some fans, 
and he responded by hitting a three-run homer in the Cubs' 3-2 win over the Reds. What's the 
connection? 
 
"A guy says, if a ball's hit hard, it's 'waffled,'" Happ said Saturday. "We're making waffles." 
 
Happ and Javier Baez were spotted in the Cubs' dugout after one game holding up a waffle maker 
almost like in "The Lion King." However, that appliance didn't last. 
 
"We had the one and it worked for a few days and then unfortunately, it was dismantled, and I honestly 
don't think we hit a home run after it was broke," Happ said. "Now some fans have generously donated 
three waffle makers and then I hit a home run last night." 
 
Quote of the day 
"We always make fun of the cliche hashtags they make up for the teams each year, but 'Everybody in' is 
really fitting. Every single person who has been here has contributed on different days and come up big. 
That's the kind of team this is. It's a really good baseball team that plays really good baseball every day." 
– Morrow 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Lester dominant in pitcher's duel at Wrigley 
By Jared Wyllys 
 



 
Early in the season, the bullpen and the offense picked up a starting rotation that sputtered at the start, 
but here in August and September, those roles have flipped. On Saturday, Jon Lester threw seven 
scoreless innings, and a hodgepodge of bullpen arms picked up the last six outs to give the Cubs a 1-0 
win over the Reds. 
 
A night after Cole Hamels threw 109 pitches in a quality start, Lester threw 108 and continued a strong 
stretch of starting pitching for Chicago. Reds starter Cody Reed struck out ten Cubs batters in five 
innings and kept them off of the board, and the competition served to bolster Lester's performance, 
according to manager Joe Maddon. 
 
"Jonny typically gets better when he smells it. He made some really big pitches when he had to," 
Maddon said. 
 
Lester had nine strikeouts of his own and kept the Reds to just four baserunners. In the top of the 6th 
inning, center fielder Billy Hamilton walked and then stole second, presenting a real scoring threat with 
just one out at the time. Willson Contreras' throw on the steal nearly wound up in center field, but 
shortstop Addison Russell snagged the ball behind second base in a play that probably changed the 
course of the game. 
 
"That was the game changer, right there. That was huge. I think that’s a play that gets overlooked. If that 
ball goes to center field, he’s on third base with one out," Lester said. "That play that Addy made, it 
changes the game. It changes the whole aspect of that inning. You got one out, a guy on third base that 
can run, you’re going to probably concede that run more so than in any other instance just because of 
his speed." 
 
Hamilton's speed is notoriously difficult to deal with, so if he had reached third on the throw, the Cubs 
would likely have gone in to the bottom of the 6th down 1-0. Instead, Contreras nabbed Hamilton trying 
to steal third in the next at bat and the inning ended harmlessly. And then in the bottom of the frame, 
Javy Baez scored from second on a hit and run with Contreras, who dumped an opposite field single into 
right. 
 
Russell said that the play backing up second was just a part of the defensive philosophy of the team. 
 
"If a play is going on and someone is standing still, they’re doing the wrong thing. There’s a job to be 
done every single play," Russell said. "Me being a middle infielder, I have a lot of jobs, a lot of 
responsibilities, and backing up is one of them." 
 
Lester was done for the afternoon an inning later, and up just a run, Maddon again had to choose his 
closer du jour to finish the game. After Justin Wilson pitched a clean 8th inning, Maddon went with the 
matchups for the 9th. 
 
Jesse Chavez got Scooter Gennett to fly out for the first out and then gave up a single to Jose Peraza. For 
the second out, Randy Rosario got Joey Votto to fly out deep to center, and then Steve Cishek needed 
just one pitch to get Eugenio Suarez out on a broken-bat grounder to third. 
 
"That 9th inning, they were set up in a manner that we could do what we did," Maddon said.   
 
Near the end of their 30-game stretch without a day off, the Cubs are finding ways to scratch out wins, 
and much of that has been because they're getting quality starting pitching. Maddon eased his starters 
in during the first half of the season, and as he has done in the past, he's been leaning on them more 
heavily down the stretch. 



 
 
"You don’t feel so badly right now giving them the opportunity to go a little bit deeper. The starters right 
now are really important to us," Maddon said. "In the beginning of the year the bullpen really picked 
them up. Right now it’s their turn to pick up the bullpen. The more innings they can pile up, it makes it 
somewhat easier to put the last innings of the games together." 
 
Lester is having one of the better seasons of his career, now at 16-6 with a 3.43 ERA. At 34, he said that 
games like Saturday's are a product of his growth as a pitcher. His younger self might have relied too 
heavily on stuff and velocity. Since coming to the Cubs in 2015, he's honed his gameplanning, he said. 
 
"We do a good job of zoning in on guys’ weaknesses. I’ll take the me over the younger me any day. Back 
then I didn’t have a rhyme or reason why things worked," Lester said. "Now I have a rhyme and reason, 
and we spend some time talking about it and try to go out and execute it." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Kyle Schwarber and Jason Heyward could be ready to contribute this weekend 
By Sean Sears 
 
As the regular season games dwindle and the Cubs continue to fight to maintain first place in their 
division, and while the entire roster is fighting off fatigue, reinforcements are on the way in the form of 
Kyle Schwarber and Jason Heyward.  
 
Reports surfaced Friday that Schwarber could potentially make his return to the lineup this weekend, 
but after riding the bench for Friday's 3-2 win over the Reds, Schwarber may not make a start until the 
Arizona series starting Monday.  
 
Having Schwarber's bat available on the bench should be welcomed by Maddon, especially if Jason 
Heyward is truly ready to return and can supply some late-inning defensive help. Heyward ran for the 
first time since being placed on the disabled list Monday morning and has said there isn't much pain, but 
with only 14 games left on the season, Heyward doesn't want another setup back to force him off the 
postseason roster.  
 
He was running the bases and took batting practice prior to Friday's game and should be ready to 
contribute by the Arizona series as well.  
 
With only 1.5 game lead in the NL Central and an offense that can't seem to find a rhythm, Heyward and 
Schwarber returning to the lineup at the very least gives the Cubs their starting corner outfielders back 
as well as depth for the final push for the postseason. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Brandon Morrow's sim game successful, return soon? 
By Jared Wyllys 
 
Brandon Morrow doesn't have a date in mind yet for when he'll return to the bullpen, but after he 
threw a successful sim game Saturday, Morrow knows that it's soon. 
 



 
Speaking to reporters afterward, he said that it will depend on how his arm feels Sunday, but if all is 
well, he could be set to return during the series in Arizona. 
 
"It's possible," Morrow said of the chance that he might return against the Diamondbacks. 
 
Because it is mid-September, Morrow will not have the opportunity to test himself in a live game with 
one of the Cubs affiliates because their seasons have ended. When he does come in to a game, it will be 
the first time since July. 
 
Morrow said he made due with replicating his game day process as best as possible. 
 
"I played catch a little bit earlier, I played catch about 11:00, and then I just hung out for a half hour, 
twenty minutes, and then I got ready in the bullpen like I normally would," Morrow said. "Jogged to the 
mound, warmup pitches, sim inning, so I tried to simulate as much as a regular day as you can." 
 
Morrow said that he felt good after the sim game not just physically. He was happy with how his pitches 
felt as well. 
 
"I thought my command was very good. I feel like I’m free, I don’t feel like I’m holding back at all, 
everything coming out and the command on my breaking stuff was really good, I thought," Morrow said. 
"Plenty to compete and throw the ball competitively." 
 
Morrow threw 19 "game" pitches after having thrown his customary eight warmup pitches on the 
mound.  
 
Manager Joe Maddon was also pleased with how Morrow's sim game looked. 
 
"I watched it, he threw well. There was no hesitation in his delivery. I don’t know what the gun readings 
might have been, but he felt good, he looked good. And then afterwards spoke to him, he was kind of 
upbeat about the whole thing," Maddon said. 
 
If Morrow can return some time during the series against the Diamondbacks, he will be welcome relief 
for a bullpen that's worked without him since mid-July and lost Pedro Strop on Thursday. The question 
at first, however, will be how Morrow gets used. 
 
"I will throw in whatever inning Joe puts me in. I’m comfortable pitching wherever," Morrow said. "The 
downsides are I can’t throw back to back, and they’re going to keep an eye on my pitch count the first 
couple times out too." 
 
Maddon was a little more clear, saying that he did not -- at least for now -- intend to use Morrow in the 
9th inning when he's first activated. 
 
"I’d rather get him a chance to break in to it a little bit," Maddon said. 
 
Maddon added that the first couple of appearances might be centered around favorable inning 
matchups, just so he can get Morrow on the mound in situations where he is setting him up to be 
successful. The team will have to closely monitor how Morrow is feeling because the injury to his 
forearm is a stress reaction caused by heavy use of his elbow, so sending him to the mound in back to 
back days could potentially aggravate it again. There could be as many as two days off in between his 
first couple of appearances. Come October, that might change, but that's the reality for now. 
 



 
Right now, all indications are that if Morrow feels good tomorrow, he'll be set to return very soon, and 
it's up to him to decide if that's the case. 
 
"I’m the sign off," Morrow said. "If it feels the same tomorrow, I’m all good." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
De La Rosa the latest example of 'Everybody In' 
By Jared Wyllys 
 
Each year, baseball teams decide on a motto that they'll use for the season, and it gets hashtagged from 
spring training until that team's season ends. 
 
When the Cubs chose "Everybody In" for 2018, they probably weren't intending it to be quite so 
prescient. 
 
Injuries have struck the team heavily, and as a result, it can sometimes feel like each win requires a new 
hero. Last month, it was David Bote hitting a grand slam to beat the Nationals on a Sunday night, and on 
Friday, it was the unlikely pairing of Jaime Garcia and Jorge De La Rosa, neither of whom were even on 
the Cubs roster five weeks ago, picking up the last two innings of a close game. 
 
"Literally using everybody," Ian Happ said after Friday's game. "Everybody in." 
 
De La Rosa was one of the newfound heroes Friday night when he achieved a first in his major league 
career. 
 
"That was my first save in 15 years," De La Rosa said. 
 
Faced with the pressure of the 9th inning in a one-run game and a division race, De La Rosa was 
apparently unflappable. 
 
"I’ve been playing this game long, and it felt the same," De La Rosa said of his first time as a closer. "I 
just try to make my pitches. That’s it." 
 
His minor league record has him for seven saves in the years before he reached the majors, the first of 
which came in 1999 when he was in Single-A. Far back enough that even De La Rosa said he doesn't 
really remember it. 
 
De La Rosa's first save as a major leaguer inspired Cole Hamels to perhaps try the same when he's done 
starting games. 
 
"I guess I might have to do that too, later on," Hamels said. 
 
He might pick up a couple more with the bullpen in a state where all hands are on deck until Brandon 
Morrow can finish returning from injury and reclaim the closer's role. Still days away from his return, 
Morrow watched on Friday night and had to laugh a little at how the last two innings were playing out. 
 
"We always make fun of the cliche hashtags that they make up for the team each year, but ‘everybody 
in’ is really fitting," Morrow said. "I think every person here has contributed on different days and come 
up big. That’s the kind of team this is." 



 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Everyone getting into the act to keep Cubs rolling in the NL Central 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The shadows crept over the mound in the fifth inning late Saturday afternoon at Wrigley Field, a 
harbinger of the season’s end and the postseason’s arrival. 
 
For years fans here were conditioned to brace themselves for disaster, but now it’s taken for granted 
the Cubs will be there come October, no matter how slim the division lead over the Brewers, how often 
the offense fails to show up or how many closers they have to use. 
 
This team is made of Teflon, and nothing seems to bother it. One day it’s a David Bote walk-off grand 
slam, another day it’s the first career save for 37-year-old Jorge De La Rosa. Yu Darvish goes down, Mike 
Montgomery steps up. It’s an all-inclusive trip where everyone gets his star turn and Saturday was no 
different. 
 
After Jon Lester’s brilliant seven-inning performance, four relievers combined to get the final six outs for 
a 1-0 triumph over the Reds. With the Brewers’ loss to the Pirates on Saturday night, the Cubs lead in 
the National League Central grew to 2½ games and their magic number was reduced to 12. 
 
“We all make fun of the cliche, like the hashtag they made up for the team this year,” reliever Brandon 
Morrow said. “But ‘Everybody In’ is really fitting. I think everybody up and down the lineup, and every 
person who has been here this year has contributed on different days and come up big.” 
 
The loss of Morrow to a bone bruise in his right forearm in mid-July was supposed to spell doom for the 
bullpen, but Pedro Strop came through and filled the closer role admirably. Now Strop is out for who 
knows how long with a strained left hamstring from his adventurous at-bat on Thursday, and manager 
Joe Maddon is improvising with a cast of bullpen characters that resembles the cast of “The 
Expendables.” 
 
Whether they’re too old (De La Rosa and Jesse Chavez), too young (Randy Rosario), too wild (Justin 
Wilson) or too unpredictable (Carl Edwards Jr.), they’re going to have to pull together if the Cubs hope 
to get back to the World Series. That should be considered a successful season, even if the heavily-
favored American League opponent denies the Cubs another championship. 
 
So far, so good. Rosario and De La Rosa saved victories Thursday and Friday, and Maddon went 
exclusively with matchups in the ninth Saturday, using Chavez, Rosario and Steve Cishek, who got the 
save when Eugenio Suarez grounded out on his first pitch. 
 
“Everyone knows it’s the ninth inning,” Cishek said. “We just try to treat it like any other inning.” 
 
Help may be on the way in Morrow, who is expected back on the mound in Arizona when the Cubs begin 
a three-game series against the Diamondbacks on Monday. Morrow has two bullpen sessions and a 19-
pitch simulated game under his belt, which will have to suffice for his rehab stint. It’s not quite what you 
would want from a pitcher being asked to return from a two-month absence in the final two weeks of a 
pennant race, but that’s where we’re at and there’s no other option than just shutting it down and going 
home. 
 



 
Morrow didn’t go all out Saturday in his simulated game, but he wasn’t worried because he’s still 
basically in spring training mode. 
 
“Especially with some game adrenaline, things will pick up,” he said. 
 
Maddon won’t insert him into the closer role right off the bat, but if Morrow pitches like Morrow you 
would expect him back in his old spot come playoff time. 
 
But who knows what to expect, really? 
 
Two weeks ago Maddon was being asked if this was his best managing job with the Cubs yet. Then he let 
Strop bat for himself in Washington on Thursday and flashbacks of “Game 7 Joe” danced in everyone’s 
heads, igniting a Twitter storm of criticism. It’s almost as if Maddon does things just to mess with the 
Twitterati. 
 
As he said earlier this season after letting Luke Farrell bat with two on and one out in the 13th inning: 
“Tell the Twitter people there were no options.” 
 
It’s a good thing Maddon doesn’t care what the “Twitter people” think because anyone as 
unconventional as him is bound to rub some the wrong way. Imagine if they had Twitter back in 1989 
when Cubs manager Don Zimmer was making all those crazy decisions on his way to the NL East title. 
 
Anyways, the Cubs appear to be up for the challenge of fending off the Brewers, and on Day 26 of their 
30-day stretch without a break, they finally can see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
“I can’t speak for everybody else, but I do,” Cishek said. “Unfortunately when I looked at the schedule I 
saw we get in at 5 in the morning for our off day, so that kind of stinks. 
 
“Yeah, that day will be nice, but as long as we keep battling off these wins … If we’re winning going into 
that break, it’ll be huge for us.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jon Lester pitches Cubs to 1-0 win over Reds; Cubs lead NL Central by 2 1/2 games after Brewers' loss 
By Phil Rogers 
 
Jon Lester is 34, which sounds a lot older measured in pitcher’s years. He’s a little more than 10 years 
and almost 35,000 pitches removed from being the wunderkind cancer survivor who no-hit the Royals 
on a chilly May night at Fenway Park. 
 
But the Cubs need him as badly these days as any team ever has and he’s sure not letting them down. 
 
Lester moved down the Reds for seven innings Saturday, refusing to blink when the afternoon shadows 
were making it tough for his teammates to hit. The result, with help from four relievers and several 
other teammates, was a 1-0 victory that moved the Cubs a little closer to their third consecutive 
National League Central title. After the Brewers lost to the Pirates, the Cubs moved to 2½ games ahead 
in the division while their magic number fell to 12. 
 
“We do a good job of zoning in on guys’ weaknesses,’’ Lester said. “I’m a completely different pitcher 
than I was before I got here. Even two years ago. I’ll take this me over the younger me any day.’’ 



 
 
Lester no longer can reach back for a big fastball when he needs to put away a hitter but his four-seamer 
averaged 92 mph Saturday — still plenty to keep hitters honest. His sequence of pitches is a secret of his 
success. He limited the Reds to two hits and two walks with nine strikeouts. 
 
“Back then I didn’t have a rhyme or reason why things worked,’’ Lester said. “(It was) ‘Here’s my fastball, 
here’s my cutter and I’ll throw you a curveball when I feel like it.’ Now I have a rhyme and a reason. We 
spend time talking about it and I go out and try to execute it. It’s a lot more fun.’’ 
 
This makes it 11 straight years Lester (16-6) has made at least 30 starts, a notable feat of its own. But 
the bigger significance is that Lester joined Friday winner Cole Hamels in providing innings when short 
outings would have shredded the overworked bullpen. 
 
“The starters right now are really important to us,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. “In the beginning of the 
year, the bullpen really picked them up. Right now it’s their turn to pick up the bullpen.’’ 
 
Lester had left his Monday start against the Brewers with tightness in his lower back, causing alarm bells 
to ring. But on Tuesday he assured reporters he would be fine, and the Reds can attest he looked a lot 
like a stubborn, dogged left-hander, as always. 
 
“I felt good today,’’ he said. “It ended up moving after the other day into my hip. We were able to get 
some mobility back in there. It was fine. Like I say, good drugs, good doctors.’’ 
 
Willson Contreras’ single in the sixth inning scored Javier Baez with the game’s only run. Reds starter 
Cody Reed, who had an 8.01 ERA in 15 previous starts in the majors, struck out 10 Cubs in five innings as 
hitters squinted to pick up the ball out of the pitchers’ hands. 
 
“It was tough,’’ Addison Russell said. “The best you can do is just go out there and put up a good at-bat.’’ 
 
Both Maddon and Lester pointed out Russell very quietly made the play of the game. 
 
Lester had walked Billy Hamilton on a borderline pitch in the sixth inning, with one out and the game 
scoreless. Hamilton stole second, with Contreras’ throw skipping past Baez. Russell, who was hustling to 
back up the play, dove to stop the ball from going to center. 
 
That kept Hamilton from being on third with one out, and Contreras then cut him down trying to steal 
third. 
 
“There’s a job to be done every single play, even when the ball crosses the plate and nothing happens,’’ 
Russell said. “You get yourself in the mindset that something is going to happen and me being a middle 
infielder I have a lot of jobs, a lot of responsibilities, and backing up is one of them.’’ 
 
Small details make big differences in September baseball. Experience is a nice thing to have too. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Brandon Morrow pitches off mound, could rejoin Cubs in Arizona 
By Phil Rogers 
 



 
Brandon Morrow threw off the Wrigley Field mound Saturday — and probably not for the last time this 
season. He could be activated within a few days but the Cubs don’t know what their expectations should 
be when he returns. 
 
Joe Maddon said Morrow won’t return as his closer, initially working in less meaningful situations, and is 
very unlikely to pitch on back-to-back days. Morrow has been out since July 15 with a bone bruise in his 
elbow and had thrown only two bullpen sessions before throwing 19 pitches Saturday to batters who 
stood at the plate, not swinging. 
 
“You’ve got to evaluate what you’re seeing,’’ Maddon said Saturday before the Cubs’ 1-0 victory over 
the Reds. “The other guys have been pitching for a bit. He has not. … The hitters will tell you if he’s ready 
or not.’’ 
 
Morrow is pleased he’s close to being activated and unconcerned how he’ll be used. 
 
“I will throw in whatever inning Joe puts me in,’’ said Morrow, who is 22-for-24 in save situations. “I’m 
comfortable pitching wherever. … We’ll see. That’s not for me to say.’’ 
 
Morrow’s four-seam fastball averaged 98.2 mph in 35 appearances this season. He didn’t appear to be 
throwing nearly that hard Saturday but said he wasn’t really cutting loose like he would with game 
adrenaline. He was pleased with his fastball command but bounced a couple of breaking pitches. 
 
Morrow admitted it will be difficult to contribute down the stretch without having had the benefit of a 
minor-league rehab assignment. 
 
“Unfortunately there’s not much I can do about that,’’ he said. “Ideally you’d like to have a couple more 
outings, just to get yourself in the game and feel game adrenaline and routine. … It’s not ideal but you 
do what you have to do.’’ 
 
Sales job: Credit Tyler Chatwood and Mike Montgomery for helping the Cubs add pitching depth. Jorge 
De La Rosa said he chose the Cubs over other interested teams last month because of what his friends 
said about the situation at Wrigley Field. 
 
“I knew there were good guys in here,” De La Rosa said. “Chatwood and Montgomery told me how it 
was here. That’s why I decided to come here..” 
 
Extra innings: Jon Lester loved Albert Almora laying out to take a hit away from Billy Hamilton even 
though the speedster might have had an inside-the-park homer if Almora had missed the catch. “You 
can’t play the game with what-ifs,’’ Lester said. “You’ve got to play it full bore.’’ … Saturday was the 26th 
consecutive day the Cubs have had a game scheduled. … There’s an outside chance Jason Heyward 
(hamstring) will be activated Sunday. Kyle Schwarber remains sidelined by a lower-back issue. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Jon Lester dominates Reds, leads Cubs to key victory 
By Brian Sandalow 
 
This is why the Cubs gave Jon Lester a six-year, $155 million contract. 
 



 
Thanks in part to shadows brought on by a 3:05 p.m. start, the Cubs’ sputtering offense was quiet again. 
The back end of the bullpen is filled with question marks, forcing manager Joe Maddon to improvise at 
the end of games. And amid all of that, the Cubs are slogging through a long stretch without a break, 
while the Brewers look energized and capable of stealing the National League Central title. 
 
Then Lester did what the Cubs needed — and more — Saturday. Making his first start since leaving after 
5 2/3 innings with tightness in his lower back Monday, Lester allowed two hits and struck out nine in 
seven scoreless innings in the Cubs’ 1-0 victory against the Reds. 
 
Days such as Saturday are why Lester, whose back showed no sign of bothering him, was signed after 
the 2014 season. He showed again why he’s worthy of the money and responsibility the Cubs gave him 
to signal it was time to start winning. 
 
‘‘Just the competitor in him, the experience,’’ shortstop Addison Russell said. ‘‘He knows his body, and 
he knows what he can give for the team. He never wants to get out of a game. He doesn’t want to get 
pulled in the middle of an inning. That’s kind of the sense I’ve gotten in four years of playing with him. 
Just a bulldog. He goes out there and fights and competes.’’ 
 
Lester has a 1.73 ERA in his last six starts and has been part of a rotation that has recovered from a 
rough beginning of the season to emerge as a strength down the stretch. 
 
Cubs starters have a 2.58 ERA since Aug. 16, picking up the slack as other elements of the team have 
leveled off. Newly acquired Cole Hamels has been a key, as has Jose Quintana, who is 3-0 with a 1.84 
ERA in his last five starts going into his outing Sunday. 
 
‘‘The starters right now are really important to us,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘At the beginning of the year, the 
bullpen picked them up. Right now, it’s their turn to pick up the bullpen. The more innings they can pile 
up, that makes it somewhat easier to piece the latter part of the game together.’’ 
 
With Lester, Hamels and the others pitching the way they are, Maddon finally is getting what he wants 
from the rotation after spending much of the season handling different types of drama from Yu Darvish 
and Tyler Chatwood. Hamels threw 109 pitches Friday and Lester 108 on Saturday. 
 
That’s a far cry from watching Chatwood’s walks and waiting for medical updates on Darvish. 
 
‘‘Jonny typically gets better when he smells it,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘He made some really big pitches when he 
had to. Last night was 109 [pitches] out of Cole. Jon wanted to match him right there, and he did. 
Tremendous effort on his part.’’ 
 
Lester said his back was doing fine, thanks to ‘‘good drugs and good docs,’’ and kept the rotation on its 
upward trajectory. 
 
‘‘It’s the time of the year to get that going,’’ Lester said. ‘‘Just don’t want to talk about it too much. Just 
keep doing what we’re doing.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Brandon Morrow won’t jump right back into closer’s role 
By Brian Sandalow 
 



 
Closer Brandon Morrow is close to being activated, but don’t take that to mean he’s close to finishing 
games. 
 
With outfielders Kyle Schwarber and Terrance Gore standing in the batter’s box, Morrow threw 19 
pitches off a mound Saturday. Morrow, who has been on the disabled list since July 18 with 
inflammation in his right triceps, was upbeat afterward and said he’ll be activated in a few days if he 
feels good Sunday. 
 
‘‘I expect to feel good enough, so it was a successful day,’’ Morrow said. 
 
Morrow isn’t expected to resume closing right away, but manager Joe Maddon didn’t rule it out 
sometime before the end of the season. And that’s a question that got more pressing after Pedro Strop 
went down with a hamstring injury Thursday. 
 
‘‘We’ve just got to see him out there,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘This is a situation [where] the hitters are going to 
tell you where he’s at with his pitches.’’ 
 
Morrow said he’s comfortable pitching wherever, but he said the downsides of him returning to the 
closer’s role are that he can’t work in back-to-back games and that he’ll be on pitch counts for at least 
his first couple of outings. 
 
‘‘It doesn’t matter,’’ Morrow said. ‘‘I’m happy at this point I was able to work back to a point where I’m 
feeling good about it right now, today. It looks like I’m going to be back in game action.’’ 
 
Saturday showed what life is like without a closer. 
 
After Justin Wilson threw a scoreless eighth inning, Jesse Chavez, Randy Rosario and Steve Cishek each 
got an out during a tense ninth, with Cishek getting Eugenio Suarez to ground out to third to end the 
game. 
 
‘‘When Morrow was here, he was obviously the ninth-inning guy,’’ Cishek said. ‘‘But before that, it’s all 
matchups. So nothing’s really changed, in my opinion.’’ 
 
The closer-by-committee might not change for a while, either. 
 
‘‘There is no closer,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘Even when Stropy was here, he was not the closer. It’s about really 
just trying to manipulate the last out as well as you can.’’ 
 
What if? 
 
Reds speedster Billy Hamilton was involved in two turning points Saturday. 
 
The first came with two outs in the third, when center fielder Albert Almora Jr. made a diving catch on 
his sinking liner. If the ball had gotten past Almora, Hamilton easily could have turned it into an inside-
the-park home run. 
 
‘‘With a guy like that, I would rather Al take the chance any day,’’ starter Jon Lester said. ‘‘If it falls in and 
everybody’s sitting there going ‘What if?’ he’s on third anyway. [Hamilton’s] going to outrun the 
baseball, regardless.’’ 
 



 
The second sequence came with one out in the sixth, when Hamilton walked and stole second. Catcher 
Willson Contreras’ throw got past second baseman Javy Baez, but shortstop Addison Russell backed up 
the play to keep Hamilton at second. Hamilton then was thrown out trying to steal third. 
 
‘‘That play that Addy made, it changes the game,’’ Lester said. 
 
This and that 
 
Maddon said that right fielder Jason Heyward (right hamstring) should be back ‘‘really soon’’ and that 
there’s a decent chance Schwarber (back) will be able to play this week against the Diamondbacks. It’s 
even possible he could pinch-hit Sunday. 
 
• Maddon said a rest for Baez is ‘‘coming to a theater very, very soon.’’ 
 
-- 
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