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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1982-The Reds send Tom Seaver to the Mets for Charlie Puleo, Lloyd McClendon and Jason Felice 
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To use the Las Vegas metaphor, the Reds came home from the Winter Meetings without dipping fully into their gambling wad. 

 

The trade for Tanner Roark added probably $10 million to the payroll. That’s offset by the $6 million the club saved by non-

tendering Billy Hamilton. With the payroll expected to go higher than ever – think $130 million or so – the Reds are in a position to 

get a lot more done. 

 

There are fans clamoring on Twitter for the Reds to bump the payroll beyond $130 million based on the rising value of the team. 

Forbes estimates the Reds are worth $1 billion. The Castellini family paid $250 million or so when they bought the club. I know 

nothing about high finance. But I know a little about personal finance. If you bought your home for $100,000 20 years ago, and it’s 

worth $500,000 now, I’d advise you to keep living the lifestyle that your income supports and leave that equity in the house alone. 

 

But we digress. Fans want to spend an owner’s money right now, like a sailor on leave. 

 

Thus they wanted the club to come home from Las Vegas with more than more just Roark. But the time to deal does not end with 

the Winter Meetings. The Meetings have become less and less important. In the 1970s and ’80s, it was important to meet face-to-

face to make deals. In the cell phone, texting, internet age, a general manager can make a deal from his couch as easily as he can 

from the team suite at the Mandalay Bay. 

 

Some targets – Patrick Corbin, J.A. Happ, Tyson Ross, Nathan Eovaldi and Lance Lynn – are off the board. Of those, I thought 

Happ was a fit. But he got a three-year deal from the New York Yankees; the Reds offered two. 

 

But Matt Harvey, Clay Buchholz, Trevor Cahill, Gio Gonzalez, Derek Holland, Dallas Keuchel, Wade Miley and Anibal Sanchez 

remain unsigned. 

 

“Right now, there’s still a decent amount of options still there,” president of baseball operations Dick Williams said. 

 

If you add any of the above mentioned free agents to the rotation along with Roark, it doesn’t make the Reds the favorites in the 

National League Central, but it makes them a team to watch at the very least. 

 

And if they can somehow pull off the Homer Bailey-to-the-Dodgers deal, it opens up a world of possibilities. Williams confirmed 

during the meetings that the Reds were talking to the Dodgers. He did not go into specifics. But the Dodgers were reportedly willing 

to send Yasiel Puig or Matt Kemp, along with Alex Wood, to the Reds for Bailey and a prospect. I think Puig makes more sense 

than Kemp, but either when coupled with Wood make the Reds a much better team in 2019. 

 

Such a deal would be complicated. The Dodgers would be doing it to lessen the Competitive Balance Tax that comes with a huge 

payroll. 

 

The Reds are quiet about what they are doing. The Roark trade was a reality before it ever was a rumor. Similar deals are still 

percolating as the brain trusts regroup in Cincinnati. 

 

“We are still very engaged with multiple clubs,” Williams said. “We’re talking trades with multiple clubs. I don’t know where it 

will lead. But they didn’t stop with the Winter Meetings. We left there with some ongoing talks.” 

 

Whether the Red pull off the Dodger deal or not, they still will make moves. 



 

“It’s the same story we’ve had,” Williams said. “Payroll will be up to levels we haven’t had before. We still have money to spend.” 

 

How much they have to spend is always the question. As Williams said, the payroll will be the highest in team history. The current 

high was $115 million in 2015. 

 

If the Reds go to say $130 million or so, they’ve probably got $20 million to spend on free agents. That should be enough to add 

another starter and an outfielder. 

 

But even with money to spend, you have to spend wisely. I thought Andrew McCutchen might be a finished – right up to the point 

where Philadelphia signed him for three years and $50 million. Better to keep your cash to spend it on that deal. 

 

Transactions 
 

12/15/18  

Cleveland Indians traded 1B Yonder Alonso to Chicago White Sox for RF Alex Call. 

Los Angeles Angels signed free agent 1B Justin Bour. 

 

 

 
 


