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Padres beat Pirates on first 
ninth-inning comeback of 
season 
Kevin Acee  

  

Quick and certain doom appeared imminent on Sunday afternoon. 

Because Padres. 

Even putting years of well-earned cynicism aside … 

Their starting pitcher had faltered late, losing a lead in the sixth inning. Their most reliable 
reliever had given up a run that put them down by one going into the ninth inning. None of their 
previous 11 batters had reached base. They were about to face a closer who had yet to blow a save 
this season. 

And the Padres had not won any of the 24 games this year in which they trailed after eight 
innings. 

Two singles, an error, their second successful squeeze bunt of the game, a double steal and 
another single later, the Padres were ahead 8-5. 

After a scary but scoreless bottom of the ninth from Brad Hand, who left the bases loaded 
with Pirates to earn his 13th save, the Padres won by that score. 

“It was back and forth,” Eric Hosmer said. “It felt like we had all the momentum, they came and 
swiped it from us late, and we took it back.” 

The Padres don’t win games like that. Right? 

Well, the team that entered May 10 games below .500 has won six of its past eight games and is 
10-8 this month. 

They never led in 16 of their first 30 games and scored the winning run in the sixth inning or 
later just four times in that span. In their 18 games this month, they have had just six games in 
which they never led and have scored the winning run in the sixth or later five times. 

With their third straight victory over a team that was in first place in the National League 
Central when the series began on Thursday, the Padres took their first series in Pittsburgh since 
2014. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-central-ORSPT00000157-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-central-ORSPT00000157-topic.html
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“It’s a first-place team,” Cory Spangenberg said. “We took three out of four. That’s a start. 
Hopefully, it will turn our season around.” 

While the Padres have experienced a relative surge, only Colorado among the rest of the NL 
West has had a winning record this month. 

The Padres were 11 games back of first-place Arizona on May 11. They are now six games back. 

Realistically, the outlook for a franchise in transition has not changed. 

But Padres players are allowed to think that way. 

Besides, the fluctuations in this game were enough to make anyone believe anything. 

In his first outing since throwing 7 1/3 perfect innings against the Rockies on Tuesday, Jordan 
Lyles was one out from getting through the sixth inning with a three-run lead on Sunday when 
he gave up home runs on back-to-back pitches that tied the game 4-4. 

Then the Pirates scored a run on two singles, a hit batter and a sacrifice fly in the eighth, the first 
run allowed by Kirby Yates in 11 appearances (10 1/3 innings). 

The Padres hadn’t had a hit since the fifth inning. 

So, of course, Jose Pirela and Christian Villanueva began the ninth inning with singles off Pirates 
closer Felipe Vazquez, who had converted all nine of his save opportunities prior to Sunday. 

Spangenberg tried twice to bunt the runners over, fouling off both attempts. He then fouled off 
four more pitches before grounding to shortstop, where Jordy Mercer seemed to begin what 
would possibly have been a double play and certainly should have eliminated a runner in scoring 
position. 

But Mercer’s throw to second base was wide, and Pirela scampered home with the tying run. 

In all three of their victories here, the Padres scored at least one run on a ground ball that was or 
should have been an out. 

They’d like a few more home runs, a few more players hitting over .260. They need that, actually. 
But a team that has been struggling in its efforts to give away fewer at-bats, despite it being the 
daily mantra, will take some manufactured runs. 

Keeping in mind that Vazquez was throwing between 95 and 98 mph and that the Padres strike 
out more often than all but one other team, what Spangenberg did was undeniable progress. 

“Cory is in there doing a tough thing,” manager Andy Green said. “… He steps up, battles, puts 
the ball in play. He causes something to happen. Sometimes when you put the ball in play good 
things happen.” 

Imagine. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordy-mercer-PESPT0015399-topic.html
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In fact, the Padres have a .296 batting average on balls in play, 14th-best in the majors. A big 
part of their problem has been that they entered Sunday having put the third-fewest balls in play 
among the 30 major league teams. 

Freddy Galvis followed Spangenberg’s effort by laying down a safety squeeze that scored 
Franchy Cordero, who was pinch-running for Villanueva. Then with A.J. Ellis up, Spangenberg 
and Galvis pulled off a double steal, and Ellis drove them both home with a single. 

That would finish the scoring on a day in which the Padres crossed the plate in every which way. 

Hosmer’s single through the hole at shortstop with one out in the fourth inning was the Padres’ 
first hit off Pirates starter (and Rancho Bernardo High alumnus) Trevor Williams. Two batters 
later, Villanueva hit his second homer in two games and 12th of the season to give the Padres a 2-
1 lead. 

Successive doubles by Galvis and Ellis started the fifth. Ellis’ blast off the wall in right field 
appeared as if it might have been caught, which forced Galvis to hold up and only advance to 
third. Manuel Margot’s grounder to second scored Galvis and moved Ellis to third. 

Then, just before Williams let go of a 2-1 pitch to Lyles, Ellis took off from third. Lyles laid down 
a bunt on the grass in front of the mound, and Ellis just beat Williams’ toss home. 

“It’s definitely a positive sign,” Hosmer said. “I think we’re playing complete games, realizing 
when we’re in certain situations, trying to manufacture runs. Things are clicking. Guys are 
putting in a lot of work, and it’s starting to show.” 
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Padres notes: Kirby Yates 
plays with fire, gets win 
Kevin Acee  

  

Kirby Yates finally got burned. 

He had not allowed a run in his previous 10 appearances, a span of 9 1/3 innings, despite giving 
up four hits, five walks and hitting two batters. 

 “When you start piling those on,” Yates said late Sunday afternoon, “at some point when they 
keep getting runners on, they’re going to score, they’re going to eventually cross the plate.” 

He spoke a short while after that had happened in the eighth inning of an 8-5 victory over 
the Pirates. 

It was just the second run he has been charged with this season, and it put the Padresbehind 5-4 
entering the ninth inning. 

When the Padres scored four times in the top of the ninth and Brad Hand worked a scoreless 
bottom of the ninth, Yates actually got the win to improve to 3-0 on the season. 

“Yeah,” Yates said with an accompanying eye roll and a small chuckle as punctuation. “That’s 
not the way you want to do it. But they picked me up huge.” 

He deserves a smidge of credit for stanching the bleeding two singles and a hit batter loaded the 
bases with one out in the eighth. Josh Harrison’s sacrifice fly to center scored Colin Moran with 
the go-ahead run before Yates got Gregory Polanco on a pop fly. 

“At some point, you want to eliminate the baserunners and have the easy ones, the clean 
innings,” Yates said. “But it’s baseball. You’ve got to know how to pitch out of situations. … The 
older I’ve gotten and I’ve been in that situation more, you kind of accept the fact you’re going to 
give up a run sometimes, and you try to limit it to a run. 

“I think a few years ago I don’t give up just a run. I give up a few runs there and bury us. So once 
you give up a run you have to put it behind you and say, ‘That’s all they’re going to get. You give 
up one run, we still have a chance. … Today, the boys were awesome and picked me up.” 

Lyles entrenched 
Jordan Lyles was most upset with the four-pitch walk he issued with two outs. 

“That’s a no-no right there,” Lyles said. 

Andy Green felt like, in hindsight, maybe he could have taken Lyles out one batter sooner. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-harrison-PESPT0015286-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colin-moran-PESPT0016807-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
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But both had the same thought about Lyles’ 5 2/3 innings of work on Sunday in which he gave 
up three of his four runs on that walk and two homers in the sixth inning. 

“Overall, I felt we threw a little better than the final line,” Lyles said. 

Green had said the same thing a few minutes earlier, and he was clearly pleased that Lyles 
continues to pitch aggressively and effectively after three starts since being called out of the 
bullpen. 

“What Jordan has done since we’ve put him in the rotation has ben outstanding,” Green said. “ 
… This one was just two pitches late. I’m very pleased with the way he’s throwing the ball in the 
rotation right now.” 

Extra bases 

• Rookie outfielder Franchy Cordero did not start Sunday for the first time since April 22 – 
a span of 24 games. Cordero, whose single was the game-winning RBI on Friday, still 
scored the winning Sunday after being inserted as pinch-runner for Christian Villanueva 
in the ninth inning. 

• A.J. Ellis’ double in the fifth inning was his fourth in his past six games. Ellis is 8-for-21 in 
that span and has his batting average up to .304. It is the first time Ellis has been above. 
300 since April 24, 2013. 

• Travis Jankowski’s on-base streak was halted at 13 games when he went 0-for-5. 
• Eric Hosmer scored a run, extending his streak with a run and/or an RBI to eight games. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Logan Allen fans 12 in 
Missions' win 
Jeff Sanders  

Logan Allen is doing all he can to remain in line for big league call-up this summer. 

The Padres’ left-handed pitching prospect struck out a career-high 12 batters over six strong 
inning to earn his organization-best sixth victory as Double-A San Antonio outlasted host 
Midland, 8-5, on Sunday. 

Allen (6-1, 3.15) allowed three runs on seven hits and two walks. One run crossed the plate via a 
fourth-inning homer, the third that the 20-year-old pitching prospect – ranked eighth in the 
system by MLB.com – has allowed in 54 1/3 innings in the Texas League. Allen allowed three all 
of 2017 in his 125 innings with A-ball affiliates. 

Allen has allowed three earned runs over fewer in six of his nine starts. He 63 strikeouts, a 1.29 
WHIP and a .234 opponent average. 

Left-hander Brad Wieck (3.18) saved his fourth game with a scoreless ninth. 

Catcher Webster Rivas (.348) hit his first homer, drove in three runs on and finished a double 
shy of the cycle and second baseman Peter Van Gansen (.282) went 2-for-3 with two RBIs, a 
walk and his second homer. 

Left fielder Josh Naylor (.337) went 2-for-5 with a double, an RBI and a run scored and 
shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. (.246) went 1-for-5 with a run scored and his fifth steal. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (21-23) 

• Fresno 7, Chihuahuas 2: RHP Walker Lockett (2-4, 5.16) allowed four runs in 6 2/3 
innings and RHP Miguel Diaz (13.50) debuted in the PCL with three runs on allowed on 
six hits and three walks in two innings. 2B Luis Urias (.275) went 3-for-3 with a double, 
a walk and a run scored and LF Shane Peterson (.252) and DH Allen Craig (.263) 
each had two hits. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (19-25) 

• Rancho Cucamonga 6, Storm 2: RHP Reggie Lawson (3-2, 2.38) struck out six in 4 2/3 
innings while allowing three runs on five hits and four walks. SS Matthew Batten (.385) 
went 2-for-2 with a walk, his first steal and a run scored and LF Buddy Reed (.331) went 
1-for-4 with his 18th steal. 3B Hudson Potts (.255) tripled in three at-bats. Potts was 
also hit by a pitch. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_20_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_20_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_20_freaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb%20%C2%A0
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_20_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (20-22) 

• TinCaps 3, South Bend 1: LHP Tom Cosgrove (4.59) struck out five and allowed one 
run on five hits and no walks in 5 2/3 innings in the start and RHP Caleb Boushley (2-
0, 2.14) turned in two scoreless innings for the win, the fifth in a row for the TinCaps. 
2B Esteury Ruiz (.286) went 3-for-3 with a double, an RBI, a walk and his 11th steal. 
CF Jeisson Rosario (.263) went 1-for-4 with two RBIs. 

 
  

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_20_souafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Christian Villanueva has 
learned from tough May 
Kevin Acee  

  

Christian Villanueva is hitting again and having fun again. 

He’s definitely happy, and he’s apparently wiser. 

Of all the many smiles the 26-year-old rookie flashed over the weekend, most of them shared 
with teammates as the Padres ran a win streak to three games, there was one grin in particular 
that he couldn’t suppress in the visitors’ clubhouse at PNC Park Sunday afternoon 

He smiled, nodded his head and showed he gets it even before he answered a question about 
whether all the furor over his torrid start and his team’s visit to his native Mexico affected him. 

“I’m not going to make that as an excuse,” he said. “But at the same time, that had me going a 
little bit. That had me a little crazy. I wasn’t able to focus on the things I wanted to. At the same 
time, I leaned from it. Because I know there are lot more days. It got me ready for that – having 
so much media attention – because there are going to be more days like that.” 

There will be if Villanueva’s performance this weekend was a true indication that the slugging 
third baseman is back on track. 

On May 1, Villanueva was named the National League Rookie of the Month for his eight homers 
and .338/.430/.730 hitting line in April. In his first at-bat that day against the Giants, he 
homered. 

The Padres then went to play a three-game series in Monterrey, Mexico, where Villanueva was 
the only Mexican-born player participating and was the subject of much attention. 

He went hitless in 11 at-bats in the series and would not get another hit until May 14 – a span of 
37 at-bats. 

It was during that time that Andy Green began to sit Villanueva against right-handed starters. 

Before Saturday, he had just one hit in 30 at-bats against righties this month. In total, he was 4-
for-46 in May, and his hitting line had dropped to .234/.312/.516 for the season. 

In starting the past two games against righties, he went 4-for-8 with a double and two home 
runs. Both homers and the double came off righties. 

His 12 home runs (nine of which have come against lefties) lead all rookies and are third most in 
the National League. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
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Whatever possible adjustments he made to see right-handers better, Villanueva was focused on 
the changes above his shoulders. 

“There’s a lot of teaching moments,” Villanueva said. “The biggest lesson is there are highs and 
lows in this game and to never get too high or low or get down on myself. I think there was a 
moment there where I forgot this is a game and that you have to enjoy it.” 
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Padres notes: Yates' ankle; 
Jankowski's streak; pitchers 
at the plate 
Kevin Acee  

Kirby Yates escaped another perilous outing on Friday night unscathed – and with a limp and a 
shrug. 

After getting a fly ball out from the first batter he faced in the seventh inning, Yates hit Gregory 
Polanco, who stole second and went to third on a wild pitch before Yates struck out Pirates’ No. 
3 hitter Corey Dickerson. He then walked Josh Bell before ending the inning with his 
20th strikeout of the season. 

Yates has allowed one run in 15 innings (17 appearances). And during his current stretch of 9 1/3 
scoreless innings that spans 10 games, he has allowed four hits, walked five and hit two batters. 

In between appearances, he spends a fair amount of time in the trainer’s room and sometimes 
can be seen walking gingerly through the clubhouse or on the field. 

The right ankle tendinitis that put him on the disabled list for 10 days last month continues to 
bother him and likely will to some extent through the season. 

Manager Andy Green acknowledged Yates’ ankle was a factor as the right-hander was in the 
midst of a five-game stretch at the beginning of the month in which he walked four batters, hit 
one and allowed three hits. 

It’s an issue. Yates just chooses not to make it one. 

“It is what it is,” he said recently. “I could be healthy and I could run into funks where I’m 
missing and I get behind. I was perfectly healthy all year last year, and I ran through spurts 
where I’d walk a few guys in a bunch. You just get to work and iron some things out. If my ankle 
was really making it hard for me to throw strikes or get guys out, I wouldn’t be pitching. My 
ankle feels fine.” 

Jankowski’s streak 
For the first time this season, Travis Jankowski is in the Padres’ starting lineup for a fifth 
straight game. 

That streak has as much to do with the fact the Padres have gone five games without facing a 
left-handed starter as with Jankowski having reached base in 13 straight games and being 
among the hottest players in the majors over the past two weeks. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-bell-PESPT0015110-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Fact is, Andy Green relishes a chance to get Jankowski off his fleet feet. 

“The way he plays, he benefits from occasional rest,” Green said. 

Indeed, Jankowski on Saturday night stole two bases – taking over the team lead with seven in 
seven attempts. He also made two running catches in the outfield, something that is becoming 
pretty much an everyday occurrence. 

And – speaking of things that happen almost every day – he went 3-for-5, the 11th time in his 13 
times serving as leadoff hitter that he has reached base at least twice via walk or hit. One of his 
hits Saturday was a bunt, another an infield single to deep shortstop. 

“Watch him play baseball,” Green said. “He’s flying around the field, laying out catching balls, 
stealing bases. It’s high-energy baseball. So an occasional day off is not a bad thing.” 

The question to which Green responded regarded Jankowski, who since May 5 leads the majors 
with a .509 on-base percentage and ranks third with a .426 average, possibly getting a chance to 
face a lefty. 

Jankowski, who bats from the left side, is a career .270 hitter (.355 on-base percentage) against 
right-handed pitching. He hits .171 (.230) against left-handers. This season, he’s had just nine 
at-bats against lefties, getting two singles and walking once. 

Jankowski said, “I’m never going to question Andy’s decision.” He would, of course, like to play 
more against lefties, but “If I’m getting a day (off), I’d rather it be against a lefty.” 

As for needing rest: 

“I feel strong,” he said. “Yesterday was the best my legs have felt in a long time.” 

Jankowski will almost certainly have Monday off, when the Padres face Nationals lefty Gio 
Gonzalez, the only left-handed starter the Padres expect to see in Washington. 

“Now,” Green said, “if we’re running into a string of four straight left-handed pitchers he’s going 
to be out there.” 

Pitchers at the plate 
Clayton Richard’s double Saturday night was the second in three games for Padres pitchers, 
following Eric Lauer’s on Thursday. 

Padres pitchers are actually decent hitters, ranking seventh among National League staffs in 
both average (.125) and OBP (.155). 

They have struggled doing something for which pitchers should be counted on more than getting 
a hit. 

Lauer on Thursday also became just the second Padres pitcher to lay down a successful sacrifice 
bunt. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gio-gonzalez-PESPT000010069-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gio-gonzalez-PESPT000010069-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
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For the season, Padres pitchers have a National League-low three sacrifice bunts. 
Even American League teams Minnesota (two) and Seattle (one) have successfully bunted this 
season. 

Lauer joined Richard, who has two, as the only Padres pitchers to successfully move a runner 
over with a sacrifice – in 11 total attempts. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/american-league-15007001-topic.html
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Gabriel Arias sends TinCaps 
to fourth straight win 
Jeff Sanders  

Gabriel Arias’ second hit was a line drive to center field in the bottom of the 10thinning, 
sending low Single-A Fort Wayne to a walk-off 5-4 win on Saturday night. The TinCaps (19-22) 
have won a season-high four games. 

Arias, an 18-year-old shortstop, also doubled to lift his average to .210. 

Catcher Luis Campusano (.299) went 3-for-4 with a run scored and right fielder Jack 
Suwinski (.245) went 1-for-4 with two RBIs and a run scored. 

Right-hander Jared Carkuff (3-0, 2.60) allowed a run in two innings in the win. 

Right-hander Mason Thompson (6.09) allowed three runs on four hits and three walks in 5 
1/3 innings in the start. 

AROUND THE FARM 

• El Paso (AAA): RHP Miguel Diaz was promoted to the Pacific Coast League after 
striking out 31 in his first 24 1/3 innings in the Texas League (1-2, 2.96). … RHP Brett 
Kennedy (3-0, 3.16) is on the disabled list with an ankle injury. 

• San Antonio (AA): SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (.795 OPS) is hitting .338/.437/.649 with 
five homers, 12 RBIs and four steals in 18 games this month. … RHP Cal Quantril (2-3, 
5.32) has allowed 17 earned runs over his last three starts (14 2/3 IP). 

• Lake Elsinore (A+): RHP Chris Paddack (3-0, 0.00) has 36 strikeouts and has 
allowed two walks and 10 hits in 21 2/3 scoreless innings since returning from Tommy 
John. 

• Fort Wayne (A): LHP Nick Margevicius (2-2, 2.77) is second the Midwest League 
with 52 strikeouts in 39 innings. Margevicius was a seventh-round pick out of Rider last 
year. 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
(Through Friday; min. 108 plate appearances, 32 innings) 

• Batting average: .346 – OF Franmil Reyes (AAA) 
• On-base percentage: .442 – Reyes 
• Homers: 14 – Reyes 
• Total bases: 96 – Reyes 
• RBIs: 38 – Reyes 
• Steals: 17 – OF Buddy Reed (A+) 
• Wins: 5 – LHP Logan Allen (AA) 
• ERA: 1.95 – RHP Reggie Lawson (A+) 
• WHIP: 0.89 – RHP Jesse Scholtens (AA, AAA) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_19_souafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Saves: 5 – LHP Jose Castillo (AA, AAA) 
• Strikeouts: 52 – LHP Nick Margevicius (A) 
• SO/W: 7.43 – Margevicius 

OTHER SATURDAY GAMES 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (21-22) 

• Fresno 4, Chihuahuas 0: LHP Dillon Overton (0-1, 3.86) allowed four runs in five 
innings. RHP Robert Stock (2.25) struck out two over two perfect innings. 2B Luis 
Urias (.259) went 0-for-4 with a strikeout. C Stephen McGee (.135) and RF Nick 
Schulz (.262) both doubled. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (26-16) 

• Missions 3, Midland 2: RHP b(1.80) struck out five and allowed a run in four innings in 
his first start since 2016. RHP Erik Johnson (3.68) pitched three scoreless innings in 
relief. LHP Brad Wieck (3.38) struck out two in a scoreless ninth for his third save. 
CF Michael Gettys (.216) drove in two runs on his sixth homer. SS Fernando Tatis 
Jr. (.247) went 0-for-3 with a walk and a run scored. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (19-24) 

• Storm 10, Rancho Cucamonga 7: RHP Pedro Avila (3-2, 3.86) struck out eight and 
allowed three runs in 6 2/3 innings in the win. CF Edward Olivares (.283) went 3-for-5 
with his fourth homer, two RBIs and three runs scored. C Luis Torrens (.314) went 4-
for-5 with an RBI and a run scored and RF Jorge Ona (.259) went 3-for-4 with a double, 
two RBIs, a walk and a run scored. 

 
  

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_19_freaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_19_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_19_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Padres rally late to clinch series in Pittsburgh 
Galvis plates go-ahead run on squeeze bunt in 9th 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
May 20th, 2018 
 

PITTSBURGH -- Despite Jordan Lyles' sudden sixth-inning implosion -- and despite the ever-
reliable Kirby Yates surrendering a go-ahead run in the eighth -- the Padres squeezed out an 8-
5 victory on Sunday afternoon in Pittsburgh. 

Freddy Galvis' pristine squeeze bunt was the perfect symbol of their improbable comeback -- a 
comeback laden with practically every form of small ball. 

With pinch-runner Franchy Cordero breaking from third base, Galvis dropped a go-ahead bunt 
to the right of the pitcher's mound. Cordero scored easily, Galvis was safe at first, and San 
Diego was on its way to a four-run ninth and its first victory when trailing after eight innings in 25 
games this season. 

"Everybody did a little bit," Galvis said. "We have to feel proud for a win like this, 
because everybodyfought." 

20th, 2018 

It was the Padres' second run-scoring squeeze of the afternoon, after Lyles had plated A.J. 
Ellis in the fifth. The stakes were much higher in the ninth when Galvis came to the dish in a tie 
game. 

"I know Franchy was on third, and he has speed," Galvis said. "My job was just to put the ball on 
the ground." 

That's precisely what Galvis did, as the Padres reversed their one-run deficit entering the 
frame. Josh Harrison, who went 3-for-4 in his return from the disabled list, had put the Pirates 
on top with an eighth-inning sacrifice fly. 

The response was swift against Pittsburgh closer Felipe Vazquez. Jose Pirela and Christian 
Villanuevaopened the frame with successive singles. Pirela scored when shortstop Jordy 
Mercer made a throwing error on Cory Spangenberg's grounder. 

20th, 2018 

Spangenberg worked a brilliant nine-pitch at-bat, in which he fouled off six pitches from Vazquez 
before shooting a sharp two-hopper to Mercer's right. 

"He steps up, battles, puts a ball in play, causes something to happen," said Padres manager 
Andy Green. "Sometimes if you just put a ball in play, good things happen." 

The small ball persisted even after Galvis' bunt. He and Spangenberg executed a double steal, 
before Ellis singled through a drawn-in infield. That gave closer Brad Hand a three-run cushion. 
He loaded the bases in the bottom of the ninth, before Mercer lined out to end it. The Padres 
had their first series victory in Pittsburgh since 2014. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543281/josh-harrison
http://m.mlb.com/player/553878/felipe-vazquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
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"Just about everybody played a part in that inning," Green said. "... It was a really good 
comeback." 

20th, 2018 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Trials of Lyles: Lyles was excellent for 5 2/3 innings, but the final out of the sixth proved too 
elusive. With two outs and nobody on, Lyles walked Colin Moran on four pitches before he 
surrendered a two-run homer to Austin Meadows -- the first of the highly touted prospect's 
Major League career. Green had the chance to call upon his bullpen, but instead chose to give 
Lyles one more hitter. Mercer made Green pay for that decision. On the first pitch, Mercer sent a 
game-tying solo shot into the left-field seats. 

20th, 2018 

Villa time: Even during his torrid April, Villanueva had trouble solving right-handed pitching. But 
his two-run blast in the top of the fourth inning against Bucs starter Trevor Williams marked his 
second dinger in as many games against a Pirates righty. Villanueva's 12 homers this season 
are one shy of Washington's Bryce Harper and Atlanta's Ozzie Albies for the National League 
lead. 

20th, 2018 

SOUND SMART 
Villanueva is on the brink of making some history. With his fourth-inning homer, he 
equaled Geronimo Gil's record for home runs in a season by a Mexican-born rookie. Vinny 
Castilla's 46 blasts in 1998 are the most in a season by a Mexican-born player. 

HE SAID IT 
"There's a reason [Vazquez] has been one of the better closers in the league. You have to be 
aggressive, you have to take chances. That doesn't mean he's an easy guy to get a bunt down 
against. But you have to be willing to take those chances if you want to hang some runs on 
him." -- Green 

UP NEXT 
The Padres travel to Washington for a three-game set with the Nationals beginning Monday 
night. Left-hander Robbie Erlin, who has been excellent in relief this season, is slated for a spot 
start in place of the injured Joey Lucchesi. It's unclear how much leash Erlin will be given. But 
he struggled earlier this season against the Dodgers in his lone start. First pitch is scheduled for 
4:05 p.m. PT, and the Nats will counter with left-hander Gio Gonzalez. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/592567/colin-moran
http://m.mlb.com/player/640457/austin-meadows
http://m.mlb.com/player/592866/trevor-williams
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/645277/ozzie-albies
http://m.mlb.com/player/282594/geronimo-gil
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/461829/gio-gonzalez
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Lyles helping Padres rotation fall into place 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
May 20th, 2018 
 

PITTSBURGH -- The last two pitches that Jordan Lyles threw on Sunday afternoon landed in 
the seats at PNC Park. Otherwise, he put forth a worthwhile encore to his perfect-game bid. 

Lyles cruised for 5 2/3 innings, before he surrendered a two-run shot and a solo shot on his 
92nd and 93rd pitches. Overall, he allowed four runs on seven hits while striking out four in the 
Padres' 8-5 victory over the Pirates on Sunday afternoon. 

"Two swings changed the way his line looks," said Padres manager Andy Green. "But that 
doesn't change the way he threw the ball today. He did a lot of good things." 

It also doesn't change the fact that -- perhaps for the first time this season -- the pieces in the 
San Diego rotation are falling into place. Lyles is the biggest reason why. 

20th, 2018 

The Padres received a rock-solid effort from Tyson Ross in Friday's victory and a gem 
from Clayton Richard on Saturday. Ross has been the anchor all season. Richard has 
bounced back from his rough April with three straight starts in which he pitched into the eighth. 

Lyles, meanwhile, began the season in the bullpen. After struggles from Bryan 
Mitchell and Luis Perdomo, he's the one bringing a measure of stability to the rotation. In three 
starts, Lyles has a 2.50 ERA and more than a strikeout per inning. 

"Overall, we've been pretty efficient," Lyles said. "Mentality-wise, we've done a pretty good job 
of being aggressive, attacking the zone. I'm looking forward to my next outing and keeping it 
going." 

On Sunday, Lyles was cruising, and then suddenly he wasn't. Perhaps the workload heaped 
upon a newly minted starter was too much. 

With two outs and the bases empty in the sixth, the Padres led, 4-1. Lyles, who retired the first 
22 Rockies he faced on Tuesday in San Diego, walked Colin Moran. The Padres bullpen stirred 
at the first sign of trouble. 

Then, Lyles hung a curveball to rookie Austin Meadows, who parked it in the left-center field 
bleachers for his first Major League home run. The attention shifted to the San Diego dugout. If 
Green wished to turn to his 'pen, he could have. Instead, the Padres skipper clapped his hands 
emphatically, imploring Lyles to attack one more batter. Lyles grooved a first-pitch fastball, 
and Jordy Mercer crushed it. Tie game. 

20th, 2018 

"We threw it a little bit better than that final line," Lyles said. "Just ran into a buzzsaw in the 
sixth." 

Right now, the missing rotation piece is Joey Lucchesi, who is likely looking at early June for 
his return from a right-hip strain. The rookie left-hander owns a 3.23 ERA through nine starts. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/late-rally-lifts-padres-to-win-vs-pirates/c-277573954
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/592567/colin-moran
http://m.mlb.com/player/640457/austin-meadows
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
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But for the first time this year, the Padres feel good about a three-fifths majority of their rotation. 
If Lucchesi returns to form, they'll have four places locked down. 

The last spot currently belongs to rookie Eric Lauer, and the club certainly wouldn't mind asking 
him to withstand some healthy competition to maintain his place. 

The worthy rotation candidates tend to meet the challenge. Lyles has. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
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Villanueva's bat hot since drought ended 
Notes on Padres' record, Ellis, Galvis, Hand, Yates 
By Bill Center San Diego Padres 
3:56 AM ET 
 

Christian Villanueva's franchise record 0-for-37 slump is rapidly fading in the rear view mirror. 

Villanueva was 2-for-4 with a two-run homer Sunday in the Padres' 8-5 win at Pittsburgh. 

Since that 0-for-37 run - which dropped the third baseman's batting average from .317 to .224 - 
Villanueva has gone 7-for-16 with a double, three home runs, six RBIs and three runs scored . . 
. pushing his batting average back up to .250. 

Villanueva also tied a Major League record Sunday with his 12th homer of the season. That 
homer tied the Major League record for homers by a native of Mexico. Baltimore 
catcher Geronimo Gil his 12 homers during the 2002 season, topping the previous record of 
nine by Colorado third baseman Vinny Castilla in 2006. 

Villanueva, 26, has 16 homers since he made his Major League debut with the Padres last 
September. 

Probably more notable to the Padres is the fact that his two most recent homers were against 
right-handed pitchers. Only two of his first 10 homers this season were against right-handers. 
Villanueva is hitting .191 (17-for-89) against right-handed pitchers this season compared to .372 
against left-handers. 

NOTEBOOK: 

-- Catcher A.J. Ellis was also 2-for-4 Sunday with a double and two RBIs. He also scored on a 
squeeze bunt by pitcher Jordan Lyles. Since Austin Hedges went on the disabled list, the 37-
year-old veteran Ellis has gone 9-for-22 (.409) with four doubles, five walks, five RBIs and three 
runs scored. His on-base percentage in Hedges' absence is .519 with a .591 slugging 
percentage for a 1.110 OPS. 

-- SS Freddy Galvis, like Villanueva, was in a prolonged slump heading into this past week. He 
was 13-for-89 between April 16 and May 12 to drive his batting average down from .316 to .212. 
Over his last seven games, Galvis has gone 10-for-25 (.400) with three doubles, a triple, two 
RBIs and six runs scored to boost his batting average back to .240. He also was 2-for-4 Sunday 
with two runs scored and a RBI on a squeeze bunt single. 

-- The Padres are 6-2 in their last eight games and 10-8 in May. Sunday marked the first time 
this season that the Padres won a game that they trailed going into the ninth. They were 0-24 in 
such situations before their first four-run ninth of the season. 

-- LHP Brad Hand has converted all eight save opportunities this month. In nine May 
appearances, Hand has worked 10 2/3 innings, giving up one run on four hits and six walks with 
16 strikeouts - lowering his earned run average from 3.29 to 2.22. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/282594/geronimo-gil
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
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-- Three of Hand's saves came in games where Kirby Yates recorded the win. Yates has made 
nine appearances in May, allowing the one run he gave up Sunday on five hits and five walks 
with 12 strikeouts in 8 1/3 innings. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
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Erlin gets tuneup in advance of Monday's start 
Left-hander faced three batters Saturday night 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
May 20th, 2018 
 

PITTSBURGH -- Robbie Erlin got the perfect tuneup for his foray back into the starting rotation. 

With the Padres ahead by four runs in the ninth inning Saturday night, Erlin, who hadn't pitched 
since Monday, faced three Pirates hitters and retired them all. He's slated to start Monday in 
Washington in place of the ailing Joey Lucchesi. 

"It was almost a bullpen side session for him, an opportunity to face a couple of hitters," said 
Padres manager Andy Green. "He was efficient enough where it worked out really well. ... It had 
been a lot of days since he pitched, and you want a guy to have feel for the baseball when they 
get on the mound." 

Said Erlin: "Getting in a game scenario -- it was nice to get in that atmosphere. It had been a 
couple of days." 

Monday's start presents something of an opportunity for Erlin. He's been excellent in the bullpen 
all season, having posted a 1.96 ERA there. But his lone start was a dud. Erlin allowed six runs 
in three innings against the Dodgers on April 16. 

"I just don't think I threw the ball well that day," Erlin said. "I didn't look at it a whole lot. It was 
what it was, I learned from it, and the next outing, I made the necessary adjustments." 

. 31st, 2018 

Erlin's Monday start might not be a one-off. If he holds his own, he could maintain his starting 
job. Lucchesi's recovery from a right hip strain is moving slower than the club had hoped, and 
it's unlikely the rookie left-hander returns for the next trip through the rotation. 

The Padres wouldn't need a No. 5 starter again until May 29. But they prefer to take advantage 
of every off-day possible to give rookie left-hander Eric Lauer an extra day of rest. With that in 
mind, it's possible Erlin simply remains in the rotation and pitches next Sunday in Los Angeles, 
as well. 

 
  

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
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“It’s a different guy, a different pitcher”: 

Jordan Lyles finds success thanks to 

physical and mental adjustments 
By Dennis Lin  

 

PITTSBURGH — During a conversation in mid-April, a National League talent evaluator identified 

Jordan Lyles as an early-season surprise. The Padres pitcher had submitted a 1.46 ERA in eight 

appearances out of the bullpen. He was throwing harder than ever and with noticeable conviction. 

To be clear, the evaluator was not exactly shocked. 

“The stuff is too good to be as bad as he has been,” he said, expressing a widespread sentiment. 

More than a month has since passed. Lyles has moved from the bullpen to the rotation. He has made three 

starts and certainly will make more. 

In the first of those performances, the right-hander completed five innings and yielded one earned run. 

Last week, he went 7 1/3 innings before allowing an opponent to reach base. Sunday against the 

Pirates, he mostly cruised for 5 2/3 innings before losing a three-run lead over a span of three batters, with 

two smacking home runs. 

“Jordan Lyles pitched better than his line looks at the end of the day,” manager Andy Green said after the 

Padres staged a ninth-inning comeback in an 8-5 victory. “Two swings changed the way his line looks, 

but that doesn’t change the way he threw the ball.” 

The Padres are winners in six of their last eight games, their best stretch of the season. Timely contact and 

opportunistic baserunning buoyed them on Sunday, yet they are averaging 3.7 runs per game in May. 

They will require effective pitching to continue their recent success. 

Under these circumstances, the Padres fully intend to give Lyles an extended audition not only because 

the vast majority of his innings as a starter have been quite good, or because he flirted with perfection for 

an afternoon, or because a number of prospects have considerable development left. 

Lyles is precisely the type of low-risk project the Padres have sought since their rebuild began. The 

potential reward is significant. If Lyles, still only 27, maintains his current trajectory, he could join Brad 

Hand and Kirby Yates among discarded pitchers who have blossomed with San Diego — only in a 

starting role. 

That was not so obvious as recently as September. Lyles had been plucked from premature free agency, 

where he’d landed after a frustrating tenure with the Colorado Rockies. The Padres inserted the former 

first-round draft pick and one-time top prospect in their rotation. He responded with a 9.39 ERA in five 

starts. 

In December, the Padres quietly re-signed Lyles to a one-year, $1 million contract. The deal included a 

club option that will escalate by $1 million if he is named Sporting News’ National League Comeback 

Player of the Year. 

The team, in conjunction with Lyles, hatched a plan. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://theathletic.com/355882/2018/05/15/jordan-lyles-padres/
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“You’ve got to give him most of the credit,” pitching coach Darren Balsley said before Sunday’s game. 

“There’s times as a player where you just go, ‘Hey, it’s time. I’ve got to start doing something. I’m too 

good for this.’” 

During the winter, Lyles drove from his residence in South Carolina to Tennessee, where Balsley and 

bullpen coach Doug Bochtler both live. The group conferred on a new approach. Lyles returned home and 

began videotaping his bullpen sessions and sending the film to Balsley and Bochtler. After reviewing the 

submissions, they sent them back, providing feedback in the form of voiceovers. 

The goal: to have Lyles, a 6-foot-5 former all-state wide receiver, move down the mound with greater 

intent. 

“The thing that we did most of was getting him a little more stable on his back side and leading out 

aggressively with his lower half,” Bochtler said. “That has allowed his front side to get a little bit higher, 

so it’s creating a little deception. Using his whole body to throw the baseball is kind of what it boiled 

down to.” 

While the tweaks may be imperceptible to the untrained eye, they amounted to an overhaul for Lyles. He 

reported to spring training, produced poor results in a few Cactus League starts, and found himself 

relegated to competing for a bullpen job. 

“He’d done this another way for 27 years,” Bochtler said. “It’s like, for a normal person, can you imagine 

going out there and saying, ‘Hey, I’m going to completely revamp your golf swing, but oh, by the way, I 

want you to win the Masters on the seventh day of your new swing?’ It’s something that does take time. 

“He was starting to get over that hump right as he went into the bullpen, and it kind of changed from a 

feel thing to an aggression thing. When that happened it was this nice blend of the changes that we made 

over the course of the winter and then this aggressive bullpen mindset of attacking, as opposed to ‘I hope I 

throw it here.’ It’s a different guy, it’s just a different pitcher.” 

As evidence, here are a few examples: 

• Despite solid velocity and a wide array of secondary offerings, Lyles had averaged only 6.2 

strikeouts per nine innings before 2018. In 37 2/3 innings this season, he has set down 36 batters. 

During his no-hit bid last week, he matched a career high with 10 strikeouts. 

• The average velocities of Lyles’ four-seam fastball, curveball and changeup have reached new 

levels. That is not merely a product of 13 of his 16 appearances coming in relief. Sunday, his four-

seamer sat at 94.8 mph, topping out at 96.5 mph. Entering the start, batters had hit just .148 

against that pitch. 

• Lyles’ curveball has morphed into a formidable out pitch and one of the hardest curves in baseball. 

He is throwing it more than a quarter of the time. In the bottom of the sixth, nearing the end of his 

outing, Lyles ripped off an 86.9 mph curveball to Pittsburgh’s Corey Dickerson, who flailed at 

strike three. “He knows he’s throwing his fastball, command-wise, where he wants to and that 

frees him up with his curveball,” Balsley said. “He can throw it as hard as he wants to and if it’s a 

ball, it’s a ball — who cares.” 

• Generally speaking, there is a feeling that Lyles has been unloosed. “He’s an animal. Athletically, 

he’s so gifted,” Bochtler said. “There’s no reason that, if you have an athlete that gifted, you can’t 

mold him into something.” 

Lyles himself attributes his emergence to a mentality adjustment. In retrospect, he says, his stint in the 

bullpen proved beneficial. He has worried less about setting up hitters in early at-bats and focused more 

on attacking the strike zone. His aggressiveness has been reflected in his tempo; Lyles’ average time 

between pitches this season is 20.9 seconds, down from 24.5 in 2017. 
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“My pitch repertoire has been a little bit better,” Lyles said. “I have more weapons to use now. … We 

worked on some lower-half stuff [before the season started], but I wouldn’t say that was the key to how I 

got things turned around.” 

On Sunday, Lyles wound up permitting four runs in 5 2/3 innings. Yet the margin between a mediocre 

line and a shutdown performance was thin. 

Early in the game, Padres center fielder Manuel Margot missed a catchable ball, leading to the Pirates’ 

first run. In Lyles’ final inning, he surpassed his season high for pitches. His second walk of the afternoon 

preceded back-to-back home runs by Austin Meadows and Jordy Mercer. Green later acknowledged that a 

quicker call to the bullpen might have been prudent. 

“Maybe I can learn something, take him out a batter earlier,” the manager said. “What Jordan has done 

since we put him in the rotation has been outstanding.” 

Lyles, meanwhile, spoke like a starting pitcher who has gained newfound confidence in his abilities. 

“Overall, we threw it a little better than that final line,” he said. “…That sixth inning stands out. Two 

quick outs and that four-pitch walk. That’s what keeps you up at night.” 

Said Balsley: “Sometimes it takes a while for a guy to find it. But he’s found it. I’m not surprised at all 

that he’s throwing it well. I don’t think he is, either. It was in there somewhere. He’s just too talented and 

too good of a worker and too bright of a guy not to have good things happen to him.” 
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Padres squeeze out 8-5 win, take 3 of 4 
from Pirates  
3:53 PM PT 

Associated Press 

 
PITTSBURGH -- The San Diego Padres squeezed out a win over the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
 
Freddy Galvis drove in the go-ahead run in a four-run ninth inning with San Diego's second 
successful squeeze bunt of the game, and the Padres rallied to beat the Pirates 8-5 Sunday for their 
third win of the four-game series. 
 
Pittsburgh had a 5-4 lead into ninth when Jose Pirela and Christian Villaneuva singled off Felipe 
Vazquez (2-1). 
 
Franchy Cordero pinch ran for Villaneuva and pinch-hitter Cory Spangenbergfouled off a pair of 
bunts, then fouled off four straight pitches. On the ninth pitch of the at-bat, Spangenberg grounded 
to shortstop Jordy Mercer, whose wide throw hit off the glove of second baseman Josh Harrison for 
an error as Pirela came home with the tying run. 
 
Galvis bunted a chopper to Vazquez, who hesitated on his throw to first and then bounced it as 
Galvis reached with a single. After a double steal, A.J. Ellishit a two-run single. 
 

"We did a really good job in that ninth inning with Franchy running at third base and Freddy getting 
it down," Padres manager Andy Green said. "Sometimes you just put pressure on defense and good 
things happen." 

Pitcher Jordan Lyles had squeezed in a run to give the Padres a 4-1 lead in the fifth. 
Vazquez blew a save for the first time in 10 chances. 

"Today was just kind of a rough day," Vazquez said. "Just move forward, forget about what 
happened today and forget about this series." 

San Diego built its early lead on Villanueva's two-run homer in the fourth and a two-run fifth that 
included Manuel Margot's RBI groundout. Those four runs came on just four hits allowed by Trevor 
Williams in his six innings. 
 
Pittsburgh tied the score in the sixth when Austin Meadows and Mercer homered on consecutive 
pitches. Meadows' first big league homer was a two-run drive. 
Lyles allowed four runs and seven hits in 5 2/3 innings. 

"Just ran into a buzzsaw that last inning, in the sixth," Lyles said. "I made a decent pitch, the 
curveball, and (Meadows) put a good swing on it. After that, started pounding the zone again to 
Mercer and left it over the plate." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/pit/pittsburgh-pirates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32562/felipe-vazquez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32562/felipe-vazquez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33340/franchy-cordero
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32169/cory-spangenberg
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30687/jordy-mercer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30934/josh-harrison
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29258/aj-ellis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31061/jordan-lyles
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33599/manuel-margot
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33305/trevor-williams
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33305/trevor-williams
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33197/austin-meadows
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Kirby Yates (3-0) allowed a go-ahead sacrifice fly in the eighth to Harrison, who had three hits in his 
return from the disabled list. Harrison had been out with a broken left pinkie sustained when he 
was hit by a pitch from Miami's Jose Urena on April 15. 
 
Brad Hand worked around a pair of walks in the ninth for his 13th save in 15 chances. 
 

MOVES 

Right-hander Nick Kingham was optioned to Triple-A Indianapolis to open a roster spot for 
Harrison. The 26-year-old Kingham is 2-1 with a 3.44 ERA in three starts. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Padres: LHP Joey Lucchesi (hip strain) has thrown from 90 feet but will not be activated when 
eligible to come off the DL on Friday. 
 
Pirates: RHP Joe Musgrove (right shoulder strain) has completed his rehab is expected to make his 
2018 big league debut Friday against St. Louis. He'll be replacing Kingham in the rotation. ... 
CF Starling Marte(right oblique strain) said he doesn't expect to be out long. Marte is eligible to 
return from the disabled list on Saturday. 
 

UP NEXT 

Padres: LHP Robbie Erlin (1-2, 3.46 ERA) is expected to make his second start of the season Monday 
in Washington. Erlin has made 13 of his 14 appearances out of the bullpen. 
 
Pirates: RHP Jameson Taillon (2-3, 3.97 ERA) is slated to open a three-game series in Cincinnati on 
Tuesday. He is 0-3 in his last seven starts. 
 
  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32623/kirby-yates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33107/jose-urena
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34848/joe-musgrove
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30830/starling-marte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31791/robbie-erlin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31258/jameson-taillon
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#PadresOnDeck: LHP Logan Allen 

Runs Record to 6–1 with Another 

Strong Double-A Outing 
By Bill Center 

Left-hander Logan Allen allowed three runs on seven hits and two walks with 12 strikeouts 
Sunday for Double-A San Antonio. 

The 6-foot-3 20-year-old now has a 3.15 earned run average and 1.29 WHIP in nine starts with 63 
strikeouts in 54 1/3 innings. He is the eighth-ranked prospect in the Padres’ system by MLB 
Pipeline. 

Right-hander Reggie Lawson, 20, the Padres’ №30 prospect, allowed three runs on five hits 
and four walks with six strikeouts in a loss for Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore. He is 3–2 with a 
2.38 ERA. 

Other top performances among Top-30 prospects Sunday: 

— Second baseman Luis Urías, №4 on the Padres’ prospect ladder, was 3-for-3 with a double, a 
walk and a run scored for Triple-A El Paso to raise his batting average to .275. 

— Left fielder Josh Naylor, 20, was 2-for-5 with a double and a run scored to raise his batting 
average to .337 for San Antonio. 

— Second baseman Esteury Ruiz, 19, was 3-for-3 with a double, a walk, a stolen base and a RBI 
with Single-A Fort Wayne. 

Two players outside the Top-30 prospect list also had productive games for San Antonio. 

Catcher Webster Rivas, 27, was 3-for-4 with a triple, a homer, three RBIs and two runs scored 
to raise his batting average to .348. Second baseman Peter Van Gansen, 24, was 2-for-3 with a 
home run, a walk, two runs scored and two RBIs to raise his batting average to .282. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (21–23): Fresno 7, CHIHUAHUAS 2 — Starting RHP Walker Lockett (2–
4, 5.16 ERA) allowed four runs on five hits and a walk with three strikeouts in 6 2/3 innings to 
take the loss. RHP Miguel Diaz, who was with the Padres throughout the 2017 season as a rule 5 
free agent, gave up three runs on six hits and three walks with three strikeouts in two innings in 
his Triple-A debut. RHP Colten Brewer (5.40) struck out the only hitter he faced. LF Shane 
Peterson (.252) backed Urías, going 2-for-4 with a RBI. DH Allen Craig (.263) was 2-for-4 
with a double and a run scored. SS Javy Guerra (.192) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. C Brett 
Nicholas (.289 was 1-for-4. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (27–16): Missions 8, MIDLAND 2 — RHPs Trevor Frank (Missions 
debut) and Eric Yardley (2.40 ERA) followed Logan Allen and had identical lines, allowing a 
run on two hits with a strikeout in an inning. LHP Brad Wieck (3.18) allowed a hit with a 
strikeout in a scoreless inning for his fourth save. 1B Austin Allen (.318) backed Naylor, Rivas 
and Van Gansen, going 1-for-3 with a walk and two runs scored. CF Michael Gettys (.217) was 
1-for-4 with a RBI. SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (.246) was 1-for-5 with a stolen base and a run 
scored. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (19–25): RANCHO CUCAMONGA 6, Storm 2 —
 RHP Austin Smith (6.19 ERA) followed Lawson and allowed a run on two hits and a walk in an 
inning. RHP Blake Rogers (4.37) allowed two runs on three hits and a walk with a strikeout in 1 
2/3 innings. RHP Emmanuel Ramirez (6.53) allowed a hit with two strikeouts in two-thirds of 
an inning. SS Matthew Batten (.385) was 2-for-2 with a walk, a stolen base and a run scored. 
3B Hudson Potts (.255) had a triple in three at-bats. 1B Marcus Greene Jr. (.213) was 1-for-4 
with a run scored. CF Edward Olivares(.278) was 0-for-3 with a sacrifice fly. CF Buddy 
Reed (.331) was 1-for-4 with a stolen base. RF Jorge Oña (.258) was 1-for-4. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (20–22): TIN CAPS 3, South Bend 1 — CF Jeisson Rosario (.263) 
backed Ruiz, going 1-for-4 with two RBIs as Fort Wayne won a fifth straight game. 1B Carlos 
Belen (.233) was 1-for-3 with a walk and a run scored. C Jalen Washington (.206) was 0-for-2 
with a walk and a run scored. Starting LHP Tom Cosgrove (4.59 ERA) allowed a run on five 
hits and no walks with five strikeouts in 5 2/3 innings. RHP Caleb Boushley (2–0, 2.14) gave 
up two hits and a walk with a strikeout in 2 1/3 scoreless innings. RHP Jordan Guerrero (3.21) 
issued two walks and no hits in two-thirds scoreless innings. LHP Travis Radke (1.88) retired 
the only hitter he faced for his fourth save. 
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This Day in Padres History —

 May 21 
By Bill Center 

May 21, 1975 — The Padres score a 1–0 win over St. Louis at San Diego Stadium. Joe 
McIntosh allows eight hits with four strikeouts in a complete-game shutout. The Padres lone 
run scores on a throwing error by Cardinals starting pitcher Bob Gibson. 

May 21, 1976 — Dave Winfieldhits a first-inning grand slam and Randy Jones allows two 
unearned runs on five hits and no walks with two strikeouts in a 4–2 win over Cincinnati at San 
Diego Stadium. 

May 21, 1977 — Merv Rettenmund hits a three-run homer in the top of the 21st inning to give 
the Padres an 11–8 win at Montreal in what is still the longest road game in franchise history. At 
the time, it is by time (five hours and 33 minutes) the longest game in Padres history and tied for 
the longest game by innings. 

May 21, 1980 — The Pirates score in the fourth inning to end Randy Jones’ franchise-record 
streak of 30 straight scoreless innings. 

May 21, 1997 — San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium is renamed Qualcomm Stadium after the San 
Diego-based wireless communications firm commits $18 million to cover the deficit in the $78 
million stadium expansion project. 

May 21, 2001 — Ryan Klesko goes 3-for-3 with a double, two homers and a walk and drives in 
six runs while scoring three in the Padres 7–6 win at Houston. Klesko has a hand in every Padre 
run. 

May 21, 2008 — Right-handed pitcher Chris Young suffers a fractured skull and a broken nose 
when he is struck in the face by a third-inning line drive off the bat of Cardinals’ first 
baseman Albert Pujols. 
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Padres riding high into Washington to face Nationals 
STATSMay 21, 2018 at 10:57a ET 

 

When the Washington Nationals visited San Diego on May 7-9, they won the first two games of 
a three-game series to move within 1 1/2 games of the National League East lead. 

At the time, the Nationals were on a bit of a run and the Padres were reeling with a 13-24 
record. 

Two weeks after that series, the Padres and Nationals meet again in Washington, D.C. And the 
fortunes of the two teams have changed a bit. 

Since winning that series finale at Petco Park to avoid being swept by the Nationals, the Padres 
have gone 7-4 and are riding a three-game winning streak. 

The Nationals have gone 4-4 and just lost a third straight game to the Los Angeles Dodgers on 
Sunday in Washington to slip four games off the lead in their division. 

The Nationals are the home team this time for a three-game series that opens Monday night 
with a matchup of left-handers — Gio Gonzalez (4-2, 2.36 ERA) going for Washington 
with Robbie Erlin (1-2, 3.46) making a spot start for San Diego. 

On paper, the pairing clearly favors the hosts. 

Erlin, 27, has met the Nationals twice in his career. Both games were at Nationals Park. Erlin is 
0-2 in the matchups with a 16.39 ERA. 

In Erlin’s two previous outings in the nation’s capital, Erlin has given up 17 runs, 19 hits and six 
walks with six strikeouts in 9 1/3 innings. The Nationals have hit .413 against Erlin, who has a 
2.68 WHIP against Washington. 

This will be only the second start of the season for Erlin, who returned this year after having 
Tommy John elbow reconstruction surgery midway through 2016. 

Thirteen of Erlin’s 14 appearances this season have been out of the bullpen. His one previous 
start was April 16 against the Dodgers. He gave up six runs (five earned), seven hits and two 
walks with four strikeouts in three innings. 

Erlin is filling the vacancy created when rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi went on the disabled 
list with a slightly strained glute. The Padres are hoping Lucchesi will miss only one start, 
although it looks like it could now be two or three. 

Gonzalez is no stranger to the Padres. He started the May 9 game that the Nationals lost 2-1. 
Gonzalez allowed one run, five hits and three walks in six innings. Afterward, he said he 
struggled with his command. 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/padres-riding-high-into-washington-to-face-nationals-052118
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/washington-nationals-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/gio-gonzalez-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-erlin-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
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Gonzalez was not involved in that decision. During his career, he has made seven starts against 
the Padres and has a 3-2 record with a 3.21 ERA, a 1.357 WHIP and a .253 opponents’ batting 
average. Against the Padres, Gonzalez has given up 19 runs (15 earned), 41 hits and 16 walks 
with 41 strikeouts in 42 innings. 

When the Nationals were in San Diego, first baseman-left fielder Matt Adams went 3-for-8 with a 
double, two homers, six RBIs and three runs scored — although he got the third game off. 

Since leaving San Diego, Adams has hit only .143. Washington’s Bryce Harper is hitting .125 in 
the last eight games with a homer and three RBIs. 

Another key player in the first Padres-Nationals series was Howie Kendrick, who was 5-for-12 
with a double and two runs scored. But Kendrick has been lost with a ruptured Achilles tendon 
and on Saturday the Nationals promoted a 19-year-old prospect from Double-A. 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matt-adams-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/bryce-harper-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/howie-kendrick-player-stats

