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SD UNION TRIBUNE 

Padres FanFest is Saturday 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres’ annual FanFest event takes place Saturday at Petco Park from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is complimentary, with gates opening to Padres Season Ticket Members at 9 a.m. 
and the general public an hour later. Digital entry tickets must be redeemed by visiting the 
Padres’ website. 

Scheduled FanFest experiences include photo booths, bounce houses at KidsFest, the Military 
and First Responder Zone and the recently installed Breitbard Hall of Fame in the Western 
Metal building. To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 1998 National League champion 
team, the visiting clubhouse will feature locker exhibits and alumni appearances. 

New this year, fans will be able to participate in a number of on-field activities. In addition to 
Kids Run the Bases, attendees can play catch in right field, shag fly balls in center field, throw 
pitches in the visiting bullpen and pose for a photo at the left-field wall. Other features include 
the Home Run Derby VR Experience and the Sony Experience gaming area located in the 
team store. 

Padres players, alumni and broadcasters will sign autographs from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at three 
designated locations around Petco Park. Beginning at 11 a.m., players, coaches, front-office 
personnel, alumni and broadcasters will participate in three Q&A sessions at the Park at the 
Park. 

The Padres Foundation Garage Sale will return this year in the Park Blvd. Gate Plaza. All 
proceeds will benefit the Padres Foundation’s charitable efforts. Prior to entering the ballpark, 
fans are encouraged to bring old electronics and computers to the Tailgate Lot, where the 
Computers 2 San Diego Kids E-Waste Event will end at 1 p.m. Those making donations will 
receive a giveaway item, subject to availability. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.mlb.com/padres/fans/fanfest
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Parking is free on a first-come, first-served basis in neighboring Padres-owned lots. Attendees 
are required to redeem complimentary entry tickets, delivered through the MLB.com Ballpark 
app, at padres.com/fanfest. Additional event information is available at the same website 
address. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mlb.com/padres/fans/fanfest
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All minor league managers return for Padres' full-
season affiliates in 2018 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres lost two key player-development staffers this winter, with Luis Ortiz and Mark 
Prior joining the rival Los Angeles Dodgers, but they also secured some continuity across 
their minor league system. San Diego on Thursday announced coaching staffs for each of its 
full-season affiliates, confirming that all four of last year’s managers will return in 2018. 

At Triple-A El Paso, Rod Barajas will enter his third season as manager. Pitching coach 
Bronswell Patrick and hitting coach Morgan Burkhart also are returning. Lance Burkhart, who 
joins the staff as fielding coach, will aid in player development. 

At Double-A San Antonio, manager Phillip Wellman is back for his third season, with 
pitching coach Jimmy Jones and fielding coach Jonathan Meyer also returning. Hitting coach 
Raul Padron joins the staff. 

At high Single-A Lake Elsinore, Edwin Rodriguez returns for his second managerial season. 
Pitching coach Pete Zamora and hitting coach Doug Banks will join his staff. Freddy Flores 
returns as fielding coach. Glendon Rusch, who had been the pitching coach the last three 
seasons, confirmed in a text he resigned in order to spend more time with his family. 

At low Single-A Fort Wayne, Anthony Contreras will manage a fourth season. He is joined by 
fellow returnees in pitching coach Burt Hooton and fielding coach Jhonny Carvajal. Jonathan 
Mathews, who coached outfielders for the Padres last season, has been reassigned as Fort 
Wayne’s hitting coach. 

The upcoming season represents another critical period for one of baseball’s best systems. A 
number of prospects could jump from either of the top two levels to Petco Park. In the 
meantime, many of the Padres’ highest-ceiling talents will attempt to progress through the 
lower minors. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/rod-barajas-PESPT000009887-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/edwin-rodriguez-PESPT0000011525-topic.html
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Padres roster review: Kazuhisa Makita 
Jeff Sanders 

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

KAZUHISA MAKITA 

• Position: Right-handed pitcher 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 33 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 5-foot-10 / 181 pounds 
• Acquired: Signed as a free agent in January 2017 
• Contract status: Base salary will pay Makita $1.9 million in 2018 and 2019 
• Key stats (Japan): 3-3, 2.30 ERA, 0 saves, 35 Ks, 5 BBs, 1.02 WHIP, .246 opponent 

avg., 62 2/3 IP (58 games) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 5.0 – Strikeouts per nine innings in 2017 in Japan, which would have ranked as the 
fourth-lowest strikeout rate among major league relievers with at least 50 innings. 

TRENDING 

• Idle – A late bloomer of sorts, Makita was 26 years old when his 22 saves and a 2.61 
ERA earned him the Pacific League Rookie of the Year in 2011. He has a 3.16 ERA in 
seven seasons in Japan but hasn’t averaged more than five strikeouts per nine innings 
since going 13-9 as a starter (2.43 ERA) in 2012. He’s fashioned a 1.91 ERA while 
working the last two years exclusively in Seibu’s bullpen and he’s walked just 21 
batters in 141 1/3 innings in that span. While the submariner won’t blow anyone away 
– his fastball tops out at 85 mph and largely sits around 80 mph – the unique look could 
throw major league hitters for a loop as Makita makes his U.S. debut this year. He also 
throws a slider, curve and sinker off a fastball that rises up from the dirt of the mound 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tI-EOUNv9sI
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as it approaches hitters (video). Most recently, Makita allowed two runs on five hits, 
two walks and six strikeouts in six innings for Japan in the World Baseball Classic. He 
has 11 strikeouts and two runs allowed in nine innings spread over two stints in the 
international tournament. 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• The Padres agreed to pay the Seibu Lions’ a $500,000 posting fee, a drop in the buck 
compared to the $20 million they were prepared to fork up for Shohei Ohtani. The risk 
is minimal as Makita’s $1.9 million salary projects as the third-most expensive reliever 
behind closer Brad Hand ($3.8 million projection from MLBTradeRumors.com) and 
the newly-signed Craig Stammen. Makita, like Stammen, will work in a set-up role in 
front of Hand. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 

(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Wil Myers 
2. Brad Hand 
3. Manuel Margot 
4. Austin Hedges 
5. Chase Headley 
6. Freddy Galvis 
7. Jose Pirela 
8. Dinelson Lamet 
9. Luis Perdomo 
10. Bryan Mitchell 
11. Carlos Asuaje 
12. Franchy Cordero 
13. Travis Jankowski 
14. Alex Dickerson 
15. Carter Capps 
16. Colin Rea 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tI-EOUNv9sI
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-baseball-classic-EVSPR000026-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-wil-myers-20180107-story.html#nt=oft12aH-1gp2
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-pirela-20180110-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-luis-perdomo-20180109-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-bryan-mitchell-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colin-rea-20180111-story.html
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17. Robbie Erlin 
18. Kyle McGrath 
19. Walker Lockett 
20. Colten Brewer 
21. Kazuhisa Makita 
22. Buddy Baumann 
23. Jose Castillo 
24. Phil Maton 
25. Jordan Lyles 
26. Javier Guerra 
27. Rocky Gale 
28. Miguel Diaz 
29. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html
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MLB.COM 

Ex-skipper Rodriguez to manage Lake Elsinorer. 
23rd, 2017 
Oliver Macklin  
 
Edwin Rodriguez will serve as the new manager for Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore, the 
Padres announced Thursday. The club also announced Minor League managers Rod Barajas, 
Phillip Wellman and Anthony Contreras will all be returning to lead their respective teams 
within the organization. 

Rodriguez managed the Marlins for parts of the 2010 and '11 seasons prior to spending five 
seasons with the Indians' organization. He also guided Puerto Rico in the World Baseball 
Classic in 2017. Pete Zamora will serve as the new pitching coach for the Storm after serving 
in the same role for the organization's Rookie level affiliate last season. Former Fort Wayne 
hitting coach Doug Banks will serve in that same role for the Storm in 2018 in what will be 
his first year with the club. Freddy Flores returns for his second season as the team's fielding 
coach. 

Barajas will be back for his third season as the manager for Triple-A El Paso and fifth as a 
member of the Padres' organization. Pitching coach Bronswell Patrick and hitting coach 
Morgan Burkhart return to Barajas' staff as Lance Burkhart joins the Chihuahuas as the team's 
fielding coach after previously serving as the hitting coach for Double-A San Antonio in 
2017. 

Wellman rejoins San Antonio for his third season at the helm after being named Texas League 
Manager of the Year. Pitching coach Jimmy Jones returns for his 10th season within the 
Padres' organization, while fielding coach Jonathan Meyer is back for his third season. Raul 
Padron, hitting coach for Lake Elsinore in 2017, joins San Antonio as its new hitting coach. 

The 2018 season will be the third as Class A Fort Wayne manager for Contreras, who has 
spent four years in total as a manager within the Padres' organization. Pitching coach Burt 
Hooton returns for his sixth season with the TinCaps, and Johnny Carvajal returns for his 
second season as fielding coach while the club brings on Jonathan Mathews as its new hitting 
coach for 2018. 

Athletic trainers Nate Stewart and Dan Turner and strength coach A.J. Russell will lead the 
training staff for El Paso, while athletic trainer Isak Yoon and strength coach Drew Heithoff 
lead the training staff for San Antonio. Lake Elsinore's training staff is led by athletic trainer 
Ricky Huerta and strength coach Jay Young, while Fort Wayne's is headed by athletic trainer 
Allyse Kramer and strength coach Sam Hoffman 
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Makita could play big role in Padres' bullpen 
Austin Laymance  
 
The Padres' biggest need this offseason has always been pitching, and general manager A.J. 
Preller has made a number of moves to bolster the bullpen. San Diego brought back Craig 
Stammen on a two-year pact, signed Japanese submariner Kazuhisa Makita to a two-year deal, 
avoided arbitration with Carter Capps and inked Colten Brewer to a one-year contract. 

Brad Hand has proven to be a dominant closer, so the success of the Padres' 2018 bullpen may 
come down to how efficiently newcomer Makita and Co. can get the ball to the All-Star lefty. 

MLB.com is taking a look at the projected bullpen of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. 
Here's how the Padres might stack up: 

BULLPEN IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Brad Hand, LHP 
Kirby Yates, RHP 
Craig Stammen, RHP 
Kazuhisa Makita, RHP 
Colten Brewer, RHP 
Phil Maton, RHP 
Carter Capps, RHP 
Jose Torres, LHP 

STRENGTH 
With Hand, the Padres have one of the top closers in the Major Leagues. The left-hander was 
an All-Star in 2017, and he owns a 2.56 ERA and an 11.5 K/9 rate in two seasons with San 
Diego. If the Padres can get the ball to Hand in the ninth inning with a lead, they have to like 
their chances. Hand also possesses one of the best sliders in baseball, and he converted 21 of 
26 save opportunities last season. 

QUESTION MARK 
It will be interesting to see how Makita transitions to the big leagues after spending the last 
seven seasons with the Seibu Lions of Nippon Professional Baseball. Makita has pitched 
exclusively in relief the past two years after beginning his career as a starter. The 33-year-old 
has a submarine delivery, which appealed to Preller and manager Andy Green. Makita is not 
overpowering, but more of a ground-ball pitcher who can induce weak contact. While his 
numbers in Japan were solid, Makita will face the best hitters in the world when he reaches 
MLB.ar. 15th, 2017 

WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
While the trade chatter surrounding Hand has quieted, there's still a chance Preller is blown 
away by a proposal and makes a deal for his top trade chip before Opening Day. The Padres' 

http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/605169/carter-capps
http://m.mlb.com/player/605155/colten-brewer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/664208/phil-maton
http://m.mlb.com/player/600526/jose-torres
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asking price for Hand is understandably high. As of yet, nobody has met it. Hand, who has 
two years of team control remaining, has said he'd be happy to remain in San Diego, but that 
won't stop the rumors from circulating. 
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Padres set to host 2018 FanFest on Saturday 
Daniel Kramer  

Those hoping to get a glimpse at the promising Padres will get their first chance Saturday at 
the 2018 Padres FanFest presented by T-Mobile, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. PT at Petco Park. 

Admission is complimentary, and among the various experiences scheduled include Padres 
photo booths; KidsFest with bounce houses, games and face painting; the Military and First 
Responder Zone; and a look at the newly installed Breitbard Hall of Fame. The visiting 
clubhouse will also feature locker exhibits celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 1998 
National League champion club, with surprise alumni visits expected. 

Padres players, alumni and broadcasters will be available for autographs the first four hours, 
with some taking part in three Q&A sessions at the Park at the Park stage, beginning at 11 
a.m. 

New this year, fans will have on-field access at Petco Park, including Kids Run the Bases and 
the chance to play catch in right field, shag fly balls in center and toss pitches in the bullpen, 
with photo opportunities with the grounds crew in left field. There will also be a Home Run 
Derby virtual reality experience and a Sony Experience gaming area in the club's team store. 

Returning this year will be the Padres Foundation Garage Sale, a fan favorite featuring various 
memorabilia, including game-used jerseys, helmets and other collectibles. The garage sale 
will be held in the Park Blvd. Gate Plaza, and all proceeds will benefit the Padres 
Foundation's charitable efforts. 

Fans are also encouraged to bring old electronics and computers to the Tailgate Lot before 
entering the ballpark, where the Computers 2 San Diego Kids E-Waste Event will be taking 
place until 1 p.m. Those who make donations will receive giveaway items, subject to 
availability. 

Parking is free in Padres-owned lots. Fans can find further details on the event by logging into 
the MLB.com Ballpark app or by visiting padres.com/fanfest, where complimentary tickets to 
Padres FanFest can be redeemed. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mlb.mlb.com/sd/community/foundation_donation.jsp
https://www.mlb.com/padres/fans/fanfest
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FRIAR WIRE 

#PadresOnDeck: Is Tatis Jr. an Underrated Prospect? 
MLB’s Jonathan Mayo expects wunderkind to rise through prospect rankings 

Justin Lafferty 

Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. is currently the Padres’ №4 prospect and the №52 prospect in 
baseball, according to MLB Pipeline. That could change soon, as experts work to release the 
newest top 100 rankings in the coming weeks. 

MLB.com’s Jonathan Mayo feels that Tatis Jr. is currently one of the more underrated 
prospects in the game today, and hinted that the 19-year-old could be due for a huge jump. 

“We realized a while ago that we had him underranked,” Mayo said Wednesday in a video. 
“(He) jumped up to Double-A near the end of the 2017 season and still hit there. Finished with 
more than 20 homers and 30 steals, so that power-speed combination has a chance to stay at 
shortstop.” 

When asked on Twitter to identify potential MLB All-Stars who are currently outside of the 
top 20 prospects, Mayo pointed to Tatis Jr. 

“I did have the benefit of having a sense of which prospects are making bigger leaps on the 
2018 Top 100 list,” Mayo wrote in his latest MLB Pipeline Inbox mailbag, “so that definitely 
helped inform my decision to pick Fernando Tatis Jr. of the Padres as my hitter and the 
Astros’ Forrest Whitley as my pitcher.” 

MLB Pipeline has yet to release new rankings for 2018, but those could come in 
February. Baseball America has already identified Tatis Jr. as the organization’s top prospect 
for 2018, and will probably rise in that publication’s overall rankings as well. In its most recent 
prospect list, written midway through the 2017 season, Tatis Jr. is ranked №101 in baseball. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
https://www.mlb.com/news/pipeline-inbox-prospects-who-can-be-all-stars/c-264580592?tid=151437456
https://www.mlb.com/news/pipeline-inbox-prospects-who-can-be-all-stars/c-264580592?tid=151437456
https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/2018-san-diego-padres-top-10-prospects/?utm_content=bufferfa38e&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#XKOMjakkyARwLoTG.97
https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/2018-san-diego-padres-top-10-prospects/?utm_content=bufferfa38e&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#XKOMjakkyARwLoTG.97
https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/2017-midseason-top-100-prospects-july-7/#hiVGDRxSP1HT7qKD.97
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