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Covey outduels Tribe's Bauer in White Sox win 
Righty allows 2 runs over 7-plus innings, gets 2nd straight victory 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 13, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- There might be more publicized stories of accomplishment across the 2018 Major League 
Baseball landscape. But there are few better tales than that of White Sox right-hander Dylan Covey. 
 
Covey shut down the Indians on Wednesday night at Guaranteed Rate Field in a 3-2 White Sox victory, 
the second straight for Rick Renteria's crew over the American League Central-leading Indians, who fell 
to 35-31 overall. The right-hander had his scoreless-innings streak ended at 13 and his streak without 
allowing an earned run end at 18 frames when the Indians scored twice in the eighth. But with runners on 
second and third and one out after a Yonder Alonso run-scoring double, Jace Fry fanned both Melky 
Cabrera and Jason Kipnis to maintain the lead. 
 



"He's been excellent all year. I left him in a tough situation, second and third, no outs. And he did just 
about as good as you could do," said Covey of Fry. "I'm just super comfortable with my mechanics, with 
my pitches. I'm throwing offspeeds for strikes, I'm throwing my curveball for strikes. It's just all about 
comfort for me right now." 
 
"I thought he pitched a pretty good game, we just couldn't string enough hits today," said Cleveland 
manager Terry Francona. "He made some pitches, he sinks the ball really well, so you're always a pitch 
away from getting that ground ball." 
 
This is the same Covey, who, as an overmatched Rule 5 Draft addition in 2017, finished with an 0-7 
record and a 7.71 ERA covering 70 innings pitched, 18 games and 12 starts. Not even one year later, 
Covey has won his last two starts in pitching matchups with Chris Sale and Trevor Bauer, both of whom 
have good chances to be All-Stars. Covey exited with nobody out in the eighth to a standing ovation, with 
his ERA sitting at 2.29 for the season. He yielded two runs on 10 hits with five strikeouts and no walks. 
 
Bauer was every bit as good as Covey, striking out 12 in 7 2/3 innings. But a leadoff walk to Tim 
Anderson in the fifth, after being ahead 1-2, sparked a two-run White Sox rally to give them the lead. 
Charlie Tilson tripled home the first run, and Trayce Thompson's squeeze bunt scored Tilson. Kevan 
Smith added a two-out RBI single in the sixth, scoring Jose Abreu after his 26th double, as the White Sox 
won for the eighth time in 13 games even with only four hits. 
 
"Our starting pitching has been great, our bullpen has been excellent," said Covey, who won back-to-back 
games for the first time in his career. "We have some timely hitting, some really good offensive execution. 
We have a couple squeeze bunts in the last few games to get us an extra run on the board. Everything is 
just clicking for us right now." 
 
"It's been awesome," Tilson said. "Our pitchers have been great. Hopefully, we can keep the ball rolling." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
No double play? No problem: With runners on first and second in the first inning, Edwin Encarnacion hit a 
ground ball to second baseman Yoan Moncada that should have been an inning-ending double play. 
Instead Moncada bobbled it twice, but recovered in time to throw out Encarnacion at first. Covey had to 
make five extra pitches but struck out Alonso to end the threat. 
 
SOUND SMART 
The White Sox bullpen has thrown 23 2/3 consecutive scoreless innings and has a 1.65 ERA in June, the 
second-best mark in the Majors. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Abreu is not known as much for his defensive skills, but he showed hard work has paid off with a flashy 
play to end the seventh. Abreu gloved Greg Allen's grounder, stepped on first base and then fired across 
the diamond to Yolmer Sanchez to double up a sliding Kipnis trying to advance from second to third. 
 
"One of those things where he showed his field awareness on that play," Renteria said. "It was a quick 
runner, tags the base, turns around quickly, he's got a good arm and throws a strike over there, and 
Sanchey does a nice job putting the quick tag on Kipnis. Just a great play." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Just strikes. He's allowing the action that he creates in his pitches to work and they're more effective in 
the zone. So even if he's trying to hit a spot and that ball dives, it's got action." -- Renteria, on what has 
changed with Covey in 2018 
 
UP NEXT 
Carlos Rodon makes his second start of the season and his first at home during Thursday afternoon's 
series finale against the Indians at Guaranteed Rate Field, with a first pitch of 1:10 p.m. CT. Rodon lost 



his debut Saturday to Boston, but he is 4-1 with a 2.34 ERA over 10 career appearances (nine starts) 
against the Indians, who will counter with righty Mike Clevinger. 

 
Young fan, 7, has memorable trip around bases 
Cancer patient Alex Estrada spends unforgettable day with White Sox 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 13, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Wednesday shaped up as just another normal day in the week for Alex Estrada. 
 
Normal, that is, until the 7-year-old was greeted at daycare by a limousine and Southpaw, the White Sox 
mascot, to begin fulfillment of his ultimate wish with a one-of-a-kind experience at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
Estrada, who is battling Stage 4 neuroblastoma, received a special locker in the White Sox clubhouse 
with his own nameplate next to the locker belonging to James Shields. He received a White Sox jersey 
with his name across the back and joined the players on the field for warmups and team stretch. 
 
There also was plenty of mingling with third baseman Yolmer Sanchez and pitcher Hector Santiago, 
which included playing video games such as Mario Kart before batting practice. For at least one day, the 
White Sox had a 26th man on the active roster. 
 
"Of course, video games are more of a priority than meeting players," said Vince Estrada, Alex's father, 
who joined him for the day with the White Sox. "He played and sat with Sanchez and Hector. They were 
buddy-buddy. 
 
"The players have been great. They have been helping him dramatically. Sanchez and Hector have been 
awesome. They've been like sidekicks. He has been their sidekick. He's loving it." 
 
Vince mentioned the hot tubs and the cold tubs in the clubhouse really caught the eye of his 7-year-old, 
who is fighting an illness affecting the pituitary glands located on the kidneys. During Alex's first treatment 
cycle, he had his left pituitary gland removed, but according to Vince, doctors expect his son to make a 
full recovery. 
 
Activities ended on Wednesday with Alex doing a home run for life race around the bases about 40 
minutes before first pitch with some of the Indians and the entire White Sox team lined up on the third-
base and first-base lines. There was then a check presentation from the Andrew Weishar Foundation to 
Alex after he triumphantly slid into home. 
 
This event is part of this year's Sox Serve Week. The club's 10th-annual community outreach and 
fundraising campaign engages Sox fans and the Chicagoland community through outreach events with 
current players and special fundraising opportunities. 
 
Sox Serve Week runs until Saturday and benefits Chicago White Sox Charities (CWSC). And there's one 
day of this week Alex Estrada never will forget. 
 
"He had no idea. None at all," Vince said. "He loved Southpaw coming in. He's seen Southpaw. He ran 
right up to him, gave him a hug, high five, jumped around with him. When he realized he was coming here 
to the game, he was ecstatic. This has been unbelievable for him." 

 
Jones lands on disabled list with forearm strain 
White Sox don't expect reliever to be out long; Minaya recalled 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 13, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- White Sox reliever Nate Jones was placed on the 10-day disabled list prior to Wednesday's 
contest with the Indians due to a pronator muscle strain in his right arm. Jones had an MRI showing no 
structural damage. 



 
The hard-throwing right-hander felt soreness in the right forearm during his ninth-inning appearance 
Tuesday, when he gave up a Jose Ramirez double and walked one over one-third of an inning. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"He reported it, they looked at him, we got the MRI today," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "We're 
pleased but not pleased. It's nothing to do with his elbow. It's muscular, very mild, should be back as 
quickly as possible." 
 
Jones, 32, is 2-2 with a 4.01 ERA, four saves and 27 strikeouts over 24 2/3 innings and 27 relief 
appearances this season. His seven years with the team give Jones top White Sox seniority on the 
current roster. 
 
Right elbow neuritis and the ensuing nerve repositioning surgery shut down Jones' 2017 season on May 
4 after 11 games. Jones missed all but two games in 2014 due to a microdiscectomy and then Tommy 
John Surgery after injuring his elbow while rehabbing from the first surgery. 
 
But the White Sox don't seem worried this injury will cause an extended absence for one of their back-end 
bullpen presences. 
 
"We'll just have to adjust to the guys we do have," Renteria said. "From what the diagnosis was, he's not 
throwing for six days and we'll see where he's at and try to get him back." 
 
Right-handed reliever Juan Minaya was recalled from Triple-A Charlotte to replace Jones. 
 
Farquhar returns 
Danny Farquhar, who sustained a brain hemorrhage from a ruptured aneurysm during a home game on 
April 20 after he pitched against the Astros, was in good spirits during a clubhouse visit Wednesday. He 
exchanged pleasantries with teammates and talked with general manager Rick Hahn and hitting coach 
Todd Steverson while wearing a White Sox helmet behind the cage during batting practice. 
 
"It's nice to see Danny. He looks really, really good. Very happy," Renteria said. "He continues to 
progress and he's doing very, very well. He knows he still has a long road ahead of him, but he's a very 
positive man." 
 
Farquhar was cleared to throw but will not pitch competitively during the remainder of the '18 season. 
 
Soria dropping down for success 
Joakim Soria has converted all five of his save opportunities during June and has allowed just one 
unearned run over 8 2/3 innings since dropping his arm angle became a part of his delivery. 
 
"It's the first time I've done it," Soria said. "It happened when we were facing Baltimore and I had a battle 
against Jonathan Schoop. It was a 3-2 count and I dropped the arm. 
 
"He ended up grounding out. I see [James] Shields doing all that. It's kind of like a veteran thing maybe. 
You have to do whatever it takes to get the results." 

 
Is it time to start talking about Dylan Covey's place in the long-term future of the White Sox 
rebuild? 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 13, 2018 
 
Rebuilds are sure to have their surprises. Maybe one of the big surprises of the White Sox rebuild is 
happening right in front of our eyes. 
 



Dylan Covey is dominating opposing lineups, including a couple playoff-bound ones in the Boston Red 
Sox and Cleveland Indians. He’s out-dueling some of the American League’s finest arms in Chris Sale 
and Trevor Bauer. He’s got a 2.29 ERA. 
 
That’s about as big a surprise as you’re going to see on the South Side this season. 
 
Seriously, this is a guy who had an objectively terrible 2017 season, finishing with a 7.71 ERA in 70 
innings of work. He gave up 20 homers and walked 34 hitters. He went 0-7. And because of those 
numbers, he figured to be a total non-factor when it came to the White Sox long-term plans. 
 
With a wealth of highly ranked pitching prospects like Michael Kopech, Alec Hansen, Dane Dunning and 
Dylan Cease and a trio of young big league arms in Carlos Rodon, Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez, 
why would that crowded competition have any room for someone like Covey, whose first taste of the 
majors was a disaster? 
 
Well, that’s why this has been so surprising. 
 
“I’m just super comfortable,” he said Wednesday night after pitching seven innings of two-run ball against 
the visiting Indians. “With my mechanics, with my pitches. I’m throwing off-speeds for strikes, I’m throwing 
my curveball for strikes. It’s just all about comfort for me right now.” 
 
A Rule 5 pick, Covey never pitched beyond Double-A before getting thrown into the major league deep 
end last season. That rapid acceleration in his timeline, forced by rule, was not helpful. While there were 
surely things he learned pitching at the big league level, it didn’t appear to be the level his development 
required him to pitch at in 2017. 
 
So he finally went to Triple-A at the outset of this season, and it helped a great deal. 
 
“I think it was really big because I came off of last year having a pretty tough year and I was able to work 
some things out down there and get to where I am now,” Covey said. “I just feel really good, confident 
and comfortable.” 
 
One offseason and seven starts at Triple-A produced this? It’s been a dramatic transformation, not just in 
how he’s pitching but in the results he’s getting. 
 
“Just strikes,” manager Rick Renteria said when asked what the difference has been for Covey. “He’s 
allowing the action that he creates in his pitches to work, and they’re more effective in the zone. So even 
if he’s trying to hit a spot and that ball dives, it’s got action. It allows (opposing hitters) to try to put their 
eye on it and try to put a swing on it and sometimes it gets a miss, sometimes it gets a ground ball, 
sometimes it’s anything that we need in order to get an out. 
 
“Strikes create outs. Getting guys to swing the bat and trusting his stuff, he’s thrown a lot more strikes it 
seems like. They’re offering at a lot more pitches. His breaking ball, he’s throwing it closer to the plate 
now, more manageable. He’s able to mix and go to both sides of the plate a little bit. Some of them he 
hits or will miss off or run the other way. His action, his natural action, is what’s allowing him to continue to 
have the success he’s having.” 
 
Covey’s got just six starts under his belt this season for the major league team, and things can certainly 
change as opposing teams do their homework. But this has been an unbelievable development for a 
White Sox starting staff that struggled so much through the first couple months of the campaign. Covey’s 
emergence, improved performance from James Shields, a consistently good season from Reynaldo 
Lopez and the return of Carlos Rodon have made for a pretty good-looking rotation at the moment. 
 
The continued calls for Michael Kopech now have a counter argument: Where would you put him? 
 



If this continues from Covey, where does he fit in this rebuilding effort? He’s 26 years old and is under 
team control through the 2022 season. A handful of good starts in a rebuilding season won’t make Covey 
a long-term fixture. And certainly that fleet of aforementioned youngsters will have plenty to say once 
they’re all major league ready. But that could be a while, so why shouldn’t Covey try to take advantage of 
the opportunity he has right now? 
 
Rebuilds are full of surprises. And the ultimate determination of who is and who isn’t part of this team’s 
long-term future is performance. 
 
“You’ve heard me say probably too many times that the baseball gods can be cruel,” general manager 
Rick Hahn said earlier this week. “Not everyone’s going to hit their potential. Some guys are going to get 
hurt, unexpected things are going to happen. There actually is a positive corollary to that in that some 
people are going to surprise us. 
 
“We’re a team that is obviously in transition that is providing opportunities for a lot of young players. 
Regardless of their pedigree or how we acquired the player, whether it’s off waivers or through the Rule 5 
or a major trade involving a former star, we have no biases as far as who winds up being the 25 guys that 
help us win a championship. So if one of these guys is seizing this opportunity and wants to etch his 
name in stone, so to speak, going forward, that’s fantastic.” 
 
Fantastic. That’s what Covey has been for the White Sox so far this season. 

 
White Sox put Nate Jones on disabled list, bring Juan Minaya back from Triple-A 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 13, 2018 
 
The White Sox will be without one of the more important pieces of the back end of their bullpen for at 
least the next 10 days. 
 
The team placed Nate Jones on the 10-day disabled list Wednesday, the right-handed reliever suffering 
from a "pronator muscle strain in his right arm." 
 
Jones figured to be one of the few members of the Opening Day relief corps who could stick around 
through this rebuilding process given his age and team-friendly contract, not to mention his flashes of 
brilliance in the past. Things haven't gone perfectly for Jones, however, as he's got a 4.01 ERA in 24.2 
innings. 
 
Jones started the ninth inning of Tuesday night's win but was pulled after facing three batters and retiring 
only one of them. 
 
Manager Rick Renteria has used Jones as one of a group of relievers he mixes and matches at the ends 
of close games, teaming him with Jace Fry, Bruce Rondon and Joakim Soria to get through save 
situations. 
 
Juan Minaya returns to the active roster from Triple-A Charlotte to take Jones' spot. Minaya has pitched in 
five games for the White Sox this season and owns a 10.80 ERA in those big league appearances. With 
Charlotte, Minaya has a 4.24 ERA in 19 appearances. 

 
Hoop dreamer: White Sox slugger Daniel Palka's tall tale of basketball greatness 
By Teddy Greenstein / Chicago Tribune / June 13, 2018 
 
This is how it begins: Two buddies watching TV on a spring night in 2016. 
 
The McDonald’s All-American Game is on ESPN, and Chad Christensen is awed by what he sees. 
 
Lonzo Ball fires a baseball pass that Josh Jackson slams down at the United Center. A pull-up 3 by 
Markelle Fultz. A beastly dunk by Malik Monk. 



 
“Man, these dudes are freaks,” Christensen remarks. 
 
“Yeah,” replies his friend, Daniel Palka. “I remember playing in that game.” 
 
“What? No way!” 
 
“Yeah, dude.” 
 
A bit later, Palka shows Christensen his phone. It’s open to the Wikipedia page for the 2010 McDonald’s 
All-American Game. 
 
Lo and behold, two lines above Kyrie Irving on the East roster is Daniel Palka, a 6-foot-2, 225-pound 
guard from Greer, S.C. Under college choice it says, “Georgia Tech (Baseball).” 
 
The next morning Palka and Christensen report to work at the Twins’ minor-league camp in Fort Myers, 
Fla. 
 
“I walk into breakfast,” Palka says, “and next thing you know, everyone thinks I was a McDonald’s All-
American.” 
 
‘I feel like that is me’ 
Daniel Palka was a spectacular high school baseball player. When Greer High inducted Palka into its 
athletic hall of fame, the school cited his Ruthian combo of a .470 batting average and 1.80 ERA as a 
senior. He threw two career no-hitters, twice made all-state and was selected to the Rawlings and Under 
Armour All-America teams. 
 
There was no mention of basketball, though. 
 
Drafted by the Phillies in the 19th round in 2010, Palka instead opted to attend Georgia Tech, where he 
became an All-America outfielder. The Diamondbacks snatched him in the third round in 2013 and traded 
him to the Twins organization for catcher/outfielder Chris Herrmann. 
 
After the Twins released him last season, the White Sox scooped him up. They promoted him to Chicago 
on April 24 after outfielder Avisail Garcia strained a hamstring. 
 
On his first day in the big leagues, the barrel-chested Palka said he loved the grinder mentality of the Sox 
organization. 
 
It suits you? 
 
“I feel like that is me,” he replied. 
 
There was something else that helped Palka fit in. An ice-breaker. 
 
Some were hearing what Palka’s teammates at Triple-A Charlotte had buzzed about — the 2010 
McDonald’s All-American Game. 
 
Not only was Palka now listed among players such as Fab Melo and Harrison Barnes on the Wikipedia 
page, but he was in the box score. He logged 12 minutes, missing his one field-goal attempt but stroking 
two from the foul line. 
 
He always was a pretty good left-handed shooter, he said. 
 
‘Dude, you can’t run that.’ 
Reporter: So you played in the McDonald’s All-American Game? 



 
Palka (looking around the clubhouse): “Yeah.” 
 
Why are you looking around? 
 
“It’s been slowly coming up. It’s been ongoing since we were in Cleveland.” 
 
Give me a scouting report on you as a basketball player. 
 
“Really good shooter and really good at defense. Everything else was pretty bad.” 
 
Did you look like this back then? 
 
“Yeah, I was 225 pounds as a senior.” 
 
What’s the process like to become a McDonald’s All-American? Who nominates you? 
 
“It’s through the high school. I don’t know if it goes by the state. I happened to be the one in the particular 
area. Snuck in there.” 
 
Did you feel out of place on that team? 
 
“Yeah, everybody is like 6-5, 6-10. For-sure NBA players.” 
 
Most guys in here would be bragging about that if they had that on the resume. Why not you? 
 
“I don’t know. I like baseball.” 
 
Does Tim Anderson say he can beat you in one-on-one? 
 
“No, he knows I can take him.” 
 
This interview took place in the Sox clubhouse before Monday’s game. 
 
Palka ran off to take batting practice but returned a few minutes later. 
 
“Dude, you can’t run that,” he told me. 
 
Huh? 
 
“None of it’s true.” 
 
‘I can’t lie to your face.’ 
At Georgia Tech, Palka said he had a roommate with a wild imagination. 
 
“He would make up these ridiculous stories anytime we had media,” Palka said. “Next thing you know, the 
college baseball regionals are on TV and these (broadcasters) are talking about how I’m an aeronautical 
engineer. My parents are sitting at home saying, ‘What are you doing?’ I said, ‘It wasn’t me.’ ” 
 
But the McDonald’s All-American Game? Yeah, that was him. 
 
He edited the Wikipedia page as a joke and a way to startle Christensen. 
 
And when Charlotte teammates brought it up, he said: “I went back to the page. Still there. I noticed there 
was a points section, so I thought: I’ll give myself two points. I’ll make ’em free throws so it’s more 
believable.” 



 
A few Sox players believed it too. But many others took it for what it was, a prank. 
 
Shortstop Tim Anderson, who really did lead his Tuscaloosa, Ala., high school to a Class 6A state 
basketball title, never bought it. 
 
“Nah, I knew,” Anderson said. “Look at him. I knew. I was a basketball guy. I knew. But I went with it, 
helped him out a little. People believed him. He told me to keep it on the low. I knew from the jump that it 
wasn’t true.” 
 
Palka said he told fellow outfielders Nicky Delmonico and Adam Engel not to believe the chatter. With 
other teammates and Sox coaches, Palka played along. 
 
At one point, manager Rick Renteria and bench coach Joe McEwing began asking earnest questions. 
 
“They thought it was so cool,” Palka said. “I was like, I can’t lie to your face anymore. I said I got 
(designated for assignment) this offseason and I needed a little scouting report boost to make me look 
more athletic. They thought that was funny.” 
 
The tale of Palka’s cat-milking days in Motown did not actually help him get signed. The Sox picked him 
up in November and are paying him the league minimum of $545,000. 
 
“I actually had not heard until someone raised it in the draft room last week,” Sox general manager Rick 
Hahn said via text. “And just days later, the coaches snatched away the dream of Palka’s hidden ups 
when they told me it was a fake.” 
 
Here’s what’s real: Palka, after not getting a shot in the majors until turning 26, is one of the Sox’s better 
offensive players, batting .252 with six homers and 22 RBIs in 38 games. 
 
He batted cleanup Tuesday night, walking twice and scoring two of the Sox’s five runs against the 
Indians. His .496 slugging percentage ranks second to Jose Abreu’s .504 among players with at least 50 
at-bats. 
 
Hahn said the team is open-minded about keeping players such as Palka and right-hander Dylan Covey 
beyond their rebuild. 
 
“Regardless of their pedigree or how we acquired the player, we have no biases as far as who winds up 
being among the 25 guys that help us win a championship,” Hahn said. “So if one of these guys is seizing 
this opportunity and wants to etch his name in stone going forward, that's fantastic.” 
 
Asked about his future in the organization, Palka replied: “Whatever they want me to do. I’m going to 
keep working my ass off in the outfield. If I have to fill in places when dudes need a day (off), so be it. 
Honestly, it’s whatever they need me to do.” 
 
Palka’s hoop dreams live on. He thinks he can take Anderson in one-on-one. 
 
“I’m pretty good at basketball,” Palka said. “He’s pretty short, so I think I still can beat him.” 
 
Replied Anderson, who has a half court at his south suburban home: “He has no shot.” 
 
“We’ll make it happen, though,” Anderson added. “He’s invited whenever he wants.” 

 
Dylan Covey's solid start helps White Sox top Indians 3-2 
By Teddy Greenstein / Chicago Tribune / June 13, 2018 
 



White Sox fans don’t know what to make of Dylan Covey. Is he the guy who went 0-7 with a 7.71 ERA 
last season? Or the one who outdueled Chris Sale in his last start at Fenway Park? 
 
He was the second one, the good Covey, Wednesday night during the Sox’s 3-2 victory at Guaranteed 
Rate Field. He exited the game in the eighth with his team ahead 3-0 and two runners aboard. 
 
“I’m just super comfortable with my mechanics and my pitches,” Covey said of his improvement over last 
season. “I’m throwing off-speeds for strikes.” 
 
Left-hander Jace Fry gave up two hits in the eighth but also got three outs, fanning Jason Kipnis on a 
sweeping slider to end the inning. 
 
Covey, 26, did not walk a batter over seven-plus innings, allowing 10 hits. His ERA after six starts is an 
impressive 2.29. 
 
And Covey’s infield let him down three times: Yoan Moncada botched a double play, settling for an out. 
Moncada also could not come up with a tricky grounder from deep in a shift. And the ball got stuck in Tim 
Anderson’s glove after Covey deflected a grounder. Zero errors, but three plays that could have been 
made. 
 
On the flip side, Jose Abreu turned two masterful double plays, firing to third for a rare 3-5 twin killing to 
end the seventh. 
 
“He showed field awareness,” manager Rick Renteria said. “He tags first base, turns around quickly, he 
has a good arm and he throws a strike over there.” 
 
The Sox broke through in the fifth after a hustling Charlie Tilson motored into third after driving in 
Anderson on a shot down the right-field line. Trayce Thompson laid down a perfect bunt on a suicide 
squeeze against Trevor Bauer, who struck out 12 batters over 7 2/3 innings. 
 
“Trayce did a great job getting it down,” Tilson said. “Probably a tough guy to do it against.” 
 
Moncada did turn a 4-3 double play to end the game, helping Joakim Soria out of a jam. 
 
Drop the mic: When did the reinvention of James Shields begin? Go back to Aug. 5 of last season at 
Fenway Park. Shields gave up a home run in each of the first two innings and was struggling to retire 
second baseman Eduardo Nunez in the third. 
 
“He kept fouling stuff off,” Shields recalled. “I decided to throw a drop-down slider and ended up striking 
him out. I joked with the guys in the dugout: You see my drop-down? It kinda worked. The next three 
innings I threw from down under and I ended up striking out six.” 
 
Shields, 36, sacrifices some velocity with his low three-quarters delivery, but who needs to throw 95 if 
you’re keeping hitters off balance? Shields allowed just four hits over seven innings Tuesday, baffling the 
Indians. 
 
“He doesn’t have the same stuff he once had,” Kipnis said, “so he has learned how to be a pitcher, to live 
on the corners.” 
 
Good news/bad news: Reliever Nate Jones has an arm injury, but it’s not believed to be serious. 
 
As Renteria put it: “We’re pleased … but not pleased.” 
 
The Sox are relieved that the forearm strain does not appear to be related to the right elbow that required 
surgery last season. Renteria said Jones will be re-evaluated after taking six days off from throwing. The 
Sox recalled right-hander Juan Minaya, 27, from Triple-A Charlotte. 



 
Extra bases: The Sox have agreed to terms with seven of their top 10 draft picks. First-rounder Nick 
Madrigal of Oregon State, playing in the College World Series for the Beavers, remains unsigned. … The 
Sox gave Alex Estrada, a 7-year-old battling neuroblastoma, a special day. Shortly before the game, Sox 
players lined up for high-fives along the third-base line as Estrada circled the bases. 

 
Column: Rick Renteria's umpire gripe only makes it tougher for Yoan Moncada 
By David Haugh / Chicago Tribune / June 13, 2018 
 
On the fourth pitch White Sox second baseman Yoan Moncada saw Tuesday night against the Indians, 
he drilled a 429-foot home run to center field. 
 
That is the right way for a 23-year-old major-leaguer to respond to umpires supposedly expanding his 
strike zone — with a loud bat. Nothing else Moncada can add to the ill-advised controversy Sox manager 
Rick Renteria created this week by complaining will help it go away any quicker. 
 
“He has as good an eye as anyone in baseball,” Renteria said after Monday night’s game. “Sometimes he 
gets some pitches called on him that should not be called — flat out, straight up. It’s a tough job that 
those (umpires) have to do, but this poor kid, honestly, I think he gets the short end of the stick a lot of 
times. Undeservedly.” 
 
Renteria criticizing umpires in defense of Moncada after a three-strikeout game qualified as valor getting 
the better part of discretion, one of two intriguing comments this week from men in charge of the Sox 
rebuild. The other came from general manager Rick Hahn when he asserted that erratic Tim Anderson 
could be a shortstop on a championship club — but more on that later. 
 
Back to Moncada. Renteria did his player no favors by making Moncada’s issues with the men in blue 
bigger than they need to be. Moncada had 450 major-league at-bats heading into Wednesday’s game. As 
much as the Sox believe in the supremely gifted Cuban at the center of their rebuilding process, Moncada 
has yet to earn the benefit of the doubt from umpires — maybe after he has a full major-league season 
under his belt. 
 
Moncada’s hitting struggles since returning from a hamstring injury underscore the need for patience in 
his development. 
 
Stardom awaits Moncada, but the spotlight need not include longer, harder looks from umpires unwilling 
to give any close calls to the kid whose manager whined about his strike zone. Renteria’s words came 
after Hahn also alluded to an umpiring issue involving Moncada during the last road trip. Why give umps 
a reason to ring up a player who likes to be selective at the plate? As terrific as Renteria has been 
nurturing the young Sox players through tough stretches of losing, this gripe came across as 
uncharacteristic. 
 
Just as surprising was hearing Hahn strongly support Anderson as the Sox shortstop when the team 
becomes contenders. 
 
“Yes, there’s going to be a few inconsistencies in the field from time to time, but the improvement he’s 
shown pitch to pitch offensively and defensively on a nightly basis is fantastic,’’ Hahn said the other day. 
“A lot of it is happening right before our eyes, and he continues to develop along a path where you can 
very reasonably project him to be a shortstop on a championship club.’’ 
 
Only two infielders in baseball have committed more errors than Anderson, who had 11 after Tuesday’s 
game. Of those, seven have been on throws. A tremendous athlete whose affability contributes to the 
belief he is part of the Sox core, Anderson signed a six-year, $25 million contract last year that keeps him 
under team control through 2022. 
 



It’s easy to envision Anderson as a major part of the Sox success when they get good — but at 
shortstop? Can the Sox rely on defense the way every championship team must with a shortstop prone to 
unforced mistakes? Across town, the Cubs answered that question by moving All-Star Starlin Castro to 
second base and then trading him. That isn’t to say Hahn eventually will trade Anderson — one of my 
favorite Sox players — but it’s fair to wonder whether the shortstop of the next Sox playoff team is on the 
major-league roster yet. Could it be first-round draft pick Nick Madrigal? Manny Machado? 
 
One of the best Sox ever at the position — Ozzie Guillen — cast doubt recently when asked if Anderson 
was a shortstop. 
 
“I don’t think so,” Guillen answered on WSCR-AM 670. “He’s a great athlete. I watch this kid a lot. I know 
what he’s doing wrong. … I think it’s mentally but also he’s doing something with his body.” 
 
Guillen was at a Sox game last month and noticed a flaw in Anderson’s footwork while watching him take 
grounders between innings. The manager of the 2005 World Series champions texted a couple of people 
in the organization about what he called an easy fix. He compared Anderson to former Cubs shortstop 
Shawon Dunston athletically — but still recommended a position switch. 
 
“I think he’d be a great center fielder or left fielder; he’s got the potential to be a great hitter,” Guillen said. 
“Hopefully he can use his talent to stay in the big leagues a long time.” 
 
The Sox hope so, projecting Anderson alongside Moncada as a formidable double-play combination for 
years to come — long enough for results to speak louder than their reputations. 

 
White Sox welcome young fan battling cancer 
By Annie Costibile / Sun-Times / June 13, 2018 
 
Giddy laughter permeated through the White Sox’ clubhouse Wednesday afternoon, and it wasn’t 
because the team was coming off a 5-1 victory over the Indians the night before. 
 
The laughter came from 7-year-old Alex Estrada. 
 
“I’m having so much fun,” Estrada yelled as he ran to his very own locker. 
 
Estrada was diagnosed in September 2015 with stage 4 high-risk neuroblastoma. He underwent 18 
months of treatment that consisted of chemotherapy, radiation, stem-cell transplant, stem-cell harvest and 
surgery. 
 
After six months of remission, Estrada relapsed. 
 
“He doesn’t let it hold him back,” said Alex’s father, Vince. “Even at the hospital with IVs, we’re constantly 
yelling at him, ‘You can’t run, you can’t run, you gotta walk,’ as he’s pulling his IV pull around.” 
 
You could see the perseverance in him Wednesday. Despite undergoing nine of what will be 17 rounds of 
treatment, Alex was enjoying himself in a major-league clubhouse the same way any 7-year-old would. 
 
It all started when Alex was identified through a Sox contact at Lurie Children’s Hospital. The Sox 
community-relations department believed he’d be the perfect child to bring in during Sox Serve Week. 
 
The day started with a limo ride from daycare with his father and team mascot Southpaw. Vince said Alex 
still wasn’t sure what was happening. 
 
“As far as he knew, today was just a normal day,” Vince said. 
 



It was anything but. Alex was treated to a day in the life of a major-leaguer. He warmed up in the bullpen, 
stretched on the field with the team, took batting practice and even relaxed in the hot tub before making 
his on-field debut. 
 
Before the game, Alex hit a “Home Run for Life.” He ran the bases, high-fiving Indians and Sox players as 
he made his way to the plate. 
 
As the day wrapped up, Alex’s smile was still as bright as when it all started, and every Sox player was 
smiling along with him. 
 
“If everything goes according to plan, Alex will be the next-generation Sox fan in our family,” Vince said. 

 
White Sox put Nate Jones on DL with forearm strain, recall Juan Minaya 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 13, 2018 
 
The White Sox put relief pitcher Nate Jones on the 10-day disabled list with a pronator muscle strain in 
his right arm Wednesday and recalled right-hander Juan Minaya from Class AAA Charlotte to replace him 
on the 25-man roster. 
 
The injury was described as a mild forearm strain by manager Rick Renteria, who does not expect Jones’ 
stay on the DL to be lengthy. 
 
“The MRI was good,” Renteria said. “The diagnosis is not related to the elbow — more muscular.” 
 
Jones, 32, will be shut down from throwing for six days and be re-evaluated, Renteria said. It’s the fourth 
time on the DL for Jones, who suffered a muscle strain in his left hip in 2014, underwent Tommy John 
surgery in 2014 and missed most of the 2017 season with elbow neuritis and subsequent nerve-
repositioning surgery. 
 
He has logged uneven performances out of the bullpen this season, posting a 4.01 ERA, three saves, 27 
strikeouts and 14 walks in 24 2/3 innings. He opened the ninth inning of the Sox’ 5-1 win Tuesday, 
protecting the four-run lead. After allowing a double and a walk and recording one out, he was replaced 
by Xavier Cedeno. 
 
Minaya, 27, made the Opening Day roster but was sent to Charlotte with a 10.80 ERA. At Charlotte, 
Minaya has a 4.24 ERA with 27 strikeouts and eight walks in 23 1/3 innings. 
 
Mets claim Beck 
 
The Mets claimed righty Chris Beck off waivers, four days after the Sox designated him for assignment. 
 
A second-round pick by the Sox in 2012, Beck was taken off the 40-man roster when left-hander Carlos 
Rodon was activated. He is expected to join the Mets in Arizona on Thursday. 
 
Beck, 27, had a 4.18 ERA with 16 strikeouts and 11 walks in 14 appearances. In three-plus seasons, he 
had a 5.94 ERA over 119 2/3 innings. 
 
Closing time 
 
Like James Shields before him, veteran Joakim Soria has lowered his arm slot with good results, 
recording saves in his last six opportunities. 
 
“I’ve been throwing some sidearm to right-handers,” Soria said. “But in the previous outings it wasn’t that 
bad — a broken bat hit or a hit to the wrong side of the shift, things like that happen. And now things are 
clicking.” 
 



Soria has allowed one unearned run in his last 12 appearances (11.2 IP) with two walks and 13 strikeouts 
during that span. He has issued five walks all season while averaging more than 10 strikeouts per nine 
innings. 
“I think he looks nasty down there,” said Shields, who called Soria’s quick adaptation to dropping down 
“amazing.” 
Soria has 213 career saves, 10 with the Sox this season, but it’s the first time he’s working the ninth 
inning since 2015, when he notched 23 saves for the Tigers. He said the ninth inning is a different animal. 
“People say not, but I think so,” Soria said. “The fact is, you’re the last one, and there’s no one behind 
you. No more innings to recover, that makes it different. That makes it special.” 
 
Signed draft picks 
 
The Sox have agreed to terms with 25 of their 40 picks from the draft, including fourth-round high school 
shortstop Lency Delgado from Miami and fifth-round right-hander Jonathan Stiever from Indiana and five 
more of their top 10 picks. 
 
First-round infielder Nick Madrigal from Oregon State, third-round left-hander Konnor Pilkington from 
Mississippi State and 14th-round righty Davis Martin from Texas Tech are participating in the College 
World Series. Oklahoma outfielder Steele Walker, their second-round pick, remains unsigned. 
 
The following is a list of theSox’ 2018 draft selections who have signed: 

 
Mets claim White Sox pitcher Chris Beck off waivers 
By Satchel Price / Sun-Times / June 13, 2018 
 
The Mets claimed White Sox relief pitcher Chris Beck off waivers Wednesday. The move comes four days 
after Beck was designated for assignment, which gave the White Sox up to seven days to trade him or 
place him on outright waivers for release. 
 
Beck, a second-round pick by the Sox in 2012, lost his spot on the 40-man roster over the weekend when 
the White Sox activated left-hander Carlos Rodon off the 60-day disabled list. He struggled to establish 
himself in the big leagues even after transitioning to the bullpen full-time in 2016. 
 
It’s expected that Beck will join the Mets in Arizona on Thursday, per MLB.com. 
 
Beck posted a 4.18 ERA with 16 strikeouts and 11 walks in 23.2 innings over 14 appearances this 
season. Over the course of three-plus seasons with the Sox, he recorded an ugly 5.94 ERA with 81 
strikeouts and 66 walks in 119.2 innings. 
 
The 27-year-old has been far more successful in the minors, where he’s recorded a 3.49 ERA in 474.2 
innings split between the Class AA and Class AAA levels. 

 
Dylan Covey’s latest strong start leads White Sox past Indians 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 13, 2018 
 
Successful rebuilds will see top prospects pan out as advertised, they’ll endure ones who don’t and they’ll 
be blessed by the occasionally unexpected. 
 
The White Sox’ current roster is filled with players trying to carve out careers who are or were considered 
long shots to be integral parts of the Sox if and when they get good. 
 
Potential surprises? General manager Rick Hahn will roll out a welcome mat to any and all. 
 
“Absolutely,” Hahn said. “The baseball gods can be cruel. Not everyone’s going to hit their potential. 
Some guys are going to get hurt; unexpected things are going to happen. There actually is a positive 
corollary to that in that some people are going to surprise us.” 



While top outfield prospects Eloy Jimenez, Luis Robert and Micker Adolfo are being groomed in the minor 
leagues, Adam Engel and Daniel Palka are playing every day, struggling with some elements of their 
games yet flashing enough ability to keep them there until better options push them aside. 
 
While right-hander Michael Kopech works on his command at Class AAA Charlotte, a pitcher such as 
Dylan Covey, a 2016 Rule 5 draft pick who took his lumps (0-7, 7.71 ERA) in the majors last season, is 
more than holding down his spot on the roster. 
 
This is their time to shine. 
 
“We’re a team obviously in transition that is providing opportunities for a lot of young players,” Hahn said. 
“Regardless of their pedigree or how we acquired the player, whether it’s off waivers or through the Rule 
5 or a major trade involving a former star, we have no biases as far as who winds up being the 25 guys 
that help us win a championship. So if one of these guys is seizing this opportunity and wants to etch his 
name in stone going forward, that’s fantastic.” 
 
After yet another strong start Wednesday — Covey pitched seven-plus innings of two-run ball in the 
White Sox’ 3-2 victory against the Indians — he seems much further away from going back to Charlotte 
than struggling right-hander Lucas Giolito, the top name prospect among the three acquired from the 
Nationals in the Adam Eaton trade. 
 
Covey (3-1, 2.29 ERA in six starts) gave up 10 hits, all singles, but he took a 3-0 lead into the eighth 
inning, when his streak of 18 innings without an earned run was snapped. Two runs were charged after 
Francisco Lindor and Michael Brantley started it with singles and scored with lefty Jace Fry pitching. With 
runners on second and third and one out, though, Fry struck out Melky Cabrera and Jason Kipnis to keep 
the Sox in front at 3-2. 
 
Joakim Soria pitched the ninth for his 10th save, getting Brantley to hit into a game-ending double play 
with the tying and go-ahead runs on base. 
 
Covey was coming off six scoreless innings in a 1-0 victory over the Red Sox and Chris Sale in his last 
start Friday at Fenway Park. The difference between this season and last is remarkable. 
 
“I’m just super-comfortable,’’ said Covey, who threw 87 pitches, 60 for strikes. “With my mechanics, with 
my pitches. I’m throwing off-speeds for strikes, I’m throwing my curveball for strikes. It’s just all about 
comfort for me right now.” 
 
Righty Trevor Bauer struck out 12 Sox in 7 2/3 innings, joining Corey Kluber and Bob Feller as the only 
Indians to strike out 10 or more in four consecutive games. He allowed an RBI triple by Charlie Tilson, 
who would score on Trayce Thompson’s suicide-squeeze bunt to make it 2-0 in the fifth. Jose Abreu 
doubled and scored on Kevan Smith’s single in the sixth. 
 
Covey’s secondary pitches weren’t as sharp as they were against Boston, but he continued to work with a 
95 mph sinking, running fastball that’s a couple mph faster than last year. He struck out five, walked none 
and watched Abreu finish two double plays with throws to second and third base. 
 
“He’s throwing strikes, and his action, his natural action on his pitches, is allowing him to have the 
success he’s having,’’ manager Rick Renteria said. 

 
Covey comes through again in Chicago White Sox's 3-2 win over Indians 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / June 13, 2018 
 
Watching young starting pitchers such as Lucas Giolito and Carson Fulmer struggle this season, the 
popular outside reaction usually goes like this: 
 
"Send them to the minor leagues." 



That fate did befall Fulmer, and Giolito also is in danger of being demoted to Class AAA Charlotte if he 
doesn't start throwing more strikes. 
 
But there is something to be said for taking your lumps and learning from them in the major leagues. 
 
Just ask Dylan Covey, who was 0-7 with a 7.71 ERA as a rookie with the Chicago White Sox last season. 
 
"It was tough," Covey said. "Obviously, I wasn't ready, I don't think. But I think that it taught me more than 
I could ever have learned at any level in minor-league baseball." 
 
Covey actually a unique case last season. As a Rule 5 addition, the right-hander had to remain on the 
Sox's 25-man roster or be offered back to his former team, the Oakland Athletics. 
 
Since the White Sox were in the early stages of a rebuild and largely immune to the pressures of winning 
games, Covey stuck around. He obviously learned. 
 
Back in the Sox's rotation after opening the season with Class AAA Charlotte, the 26-year-old pitcher 
continued to look like a keeper in Wednesday night's 3-2 victory over the Cleveland Indians at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Covey scattered 10 hits over 7-plus innings and allowed 2 runs to go with no walks and 5 strikeouts. Over 
his last 3 starts, he has pitched 18 innings and given up 2 earned runs while striking out 19 and issuing 
only 4 walks. 
 
"I'm just super comfortable with my mechanics, with my pitches," Covey said after his ERA actually rose 
from 2.22 to 2.29. "I'm throwing off-speeds for strikes, curveballs for strikes. It's just all about comfort for 
me right now." 
 
The fastball has been Covey's best pitch, and it has been lethal while consistently hitting 95-96 mph. 
 
Covey was riding a string of 18 scoreless innings before Cleveland scored 2 runs in the eighth 
Wednesday. 
 
In the fifth inning, Charlie Tilson tripled to score Tim Anderson and he came home on Trayce Thompson's 
suicide squeeze. Kevan Smith added an RBI single in the sixth to provide enough offense. 
 
First baseman Jose Abreu also made two solid throws on double plays, and Covey did his part again as 
he continued to show remarkable improvement. 
 
"I think it's just a little bit of everything," Covey said. "Just working on my mechanics, I'm not yanking 
anything like I had been last year. That was my biggest issue, getting to the glove side. That's kind of my 
strongest area right now." 

 
Chicago White Sox reliever Nate Jones lands on disabled list 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / June 13, 2018 
 
Nate Jones didn't seem right Tuesday night. 
 
Entering the game in the ninth inning with the Chicago White Sox holding a 5-1 lead over the Cleveland 
Indians, Jones gave up a leadoff double and was pulled after allowing a one-out walk. 
 
On Wednesday, Jones was placed on the 10-day disabled list with a pronator muscle strain in his right 
arm. Juan Minaya was recalled from Class AAA Charlotte to take his spot in the bullpen. 
 
Jones missed most of the 2014 season and half of the following year after having Tommy John surgery. 
The 32-year-old reliever also had surgery last season to reposition the ulnar nerve in his right arm. 



 
Jones had an MRI on Wednesday that revealed a mild forearm strain. 
 
"We're pleased, but not pleased," manager Rick Renteria said. "It's nothing to do with his elbow. It's 
muscular, very mild. He should be back as quickly as possible." 
 
Staying power? 
There is one theory that Jose Abreu is going to be too old when all of the young talent in the White Sox's 
minor-league system makes it to the major leagues. 
 
Abreu is 31, and he is signed through the 2019 season. 
 
He'd be 33 in 2020, the year the Sox could be legitimate contenders, but manager Rick Renteria thinks 
Abreu has quite a few years left. 
 
"The expectation is, based on the way he prepares and takes care of himself, he'll be able to maintain 
himself in a pretty elite status for a while," Renteria said. "Physically speaking, he's a very strong man. 
His routines are excellent. His desire and focus is to compete every single day." 
 
Shields milestone: 
Not only did James Shields win for the first time since March 29 on Tuesday night in a strong start against 
the Indians, the White Sox right-hander went over the 2,500 career innings plateau. Since 2007, Shields 
ranks second in the majors with 2,376 innings pitched. 
 
The 36-year-old starter landed on the disabled list in 2017 for the first time in his career. 
 
"My body wasn't feeling good the last couple of years," Shields said. "I'm the type of player, to be honest, 
I wanted to start my whole career every five days and not ever go on the DL. I was trying my hardest not 
to go on the DL last year, even with my torn lat. 
 
"Right now, my body feels pretty good. I did a lot more swimming this off-season. A lot more flexibility. A 
lot more upper-body strength training, but nothing too crazy." 
 
Draft doings: 
The Sox announced they've signed 25 of their 40 draft picks, including fourth-rounder Lency Delgado, a 
high school shortstop from Miami, and fifth-rounder Jonathan Stiever, a college pitcher from Indiana. 
 
First-round pick Nick Madrigal (Oregon State), third-rounder Konnor Pilkington (Mississippi State) and 
14th-rounder Davis Martin (Texas Tech) remain unsigned and are playing in the College World Series. 

 
How Joakim Soria’s lower arm angle lowered his ERA 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / June 13, 2018 
 
James Shields’ decision to start dropping down in his delivery in the middle of a troubling start in Fenway 
Park last August was as spur of the moment as a wave crashing on South Shore after moving across half 
of Lake Michigan. Shields often jokes that he had been workshopping the delivery for a decade before he 
reached the point of frustration when he felt like busting it out. 
 
Joakim Soria was just tired of Jonathan Schoop fouling off pitches. 
 
“I started against Baltimore,” Soria said, recalling his May 24 appearance. “I had a long at-bat against 
Jonathan Schoop and I ended up dropping my arm to see what happened. He ended up grounding out to 
the shortstop so I thought, ‘Alright, why not give it a try?’ I’ve felt good from there and been using it.” 
 
Soria was already having a good series in Baltimore before winning that 10-pitch war, but factoring in that 
batter, he has since thrown 10 innings of scoreless ball with just as many strikeouts and six baserunners 



allowed across 11 appearances. He had begun the month of May by blowing a save in St. Louis, taking 
the loss in Pittsburgh, and getting scored upon in four of his first five appearances. Now he’s dropped his 
ERA from 5.65 to 3.12 in a month, with even better peripherals (2.49 FIP, 2.01 DRA). 
 
Sitting in the low-90s with a four-pitch mix for his entire 12-year big league career, Soria has never been 
adverse to tinkering with his arsenal. So even just an idle conversation with Shields about it and a handful 
of reps during his throwing program was enough to convince him to try it. That or just getting fed up when 
nothing is working to put a hitter away. 
 
“Exactly,” Shields said when asked if his decision to start dropping down was similar. “I think that I worked 
on it about 10 years before he did. Mine is a little different. He’s a veteran. He knows his game. And to 
see the hitters react to his arm action like that is great. I think giving them a different look like that is 
definitely, they have to think about more things.” 
 
Expanding the number of variables is entirely the aim of Soria, who has increased his usage of a high-70s 
slider since dropping his slot, and seems to be making particular use of it out of the lower release point. 
 
A sweeping right-handed slider from a low slot seems like death on right-handers, and Soria has definitely 
been vastly superior against them over the past three weeks. But unlike Shields, he’s not dropping down 
every time, and in the name of adding something for hitters to see on the scouting report — which he’s 
sure was adjusted the moment he dropped down for the first time against Schoop — he wants to use it 
enough to keep lefties honest, too. 
 
“The first time I throw it they put it in their report and I know they’re going to make an adjustment,” Soria 
said. “It’s a different arm angle and it’s a different pitch. This is a battle between pitcher and hitter and I 
think it’s another weapon, and if the slider is working good that way, just keep throwing it.” 
 
Soria’s strikeout and walk numbers before the adjustment (26.8 percent strikeouts, 4.2 percent walks) are 
just as excellent as they have been after (27.8 percent strikeouts, 5.6 percent walks). Beyond the simple 
results that he’s stopped giving up runs, the main switch is that he’s traded a significant amount of hard 
hit line drives (22.9 percent line drives, 32.6 percent hard hit rate) for more moderately well-struck ground 
balls (17.4 percent line drives, 21.7 percent hard hit rate). 
 
A more traditional saberist point of view would be that Soria was always missing bats at a decent rate and 
not giving himself extra baserunners, so a stretch of success was coming. He has long-established career 
norms of above-average work, and he’s eventually returned to them. But the on-the-ground perspective is 
that the adjustment has made a real change. 
 
“I think he looks nasty down there to be honest with you,” Shields said. 
 
With Nate Jones on the disabled list with a pronator muscle strain, and dealing with command struggles, 
Soria’s upturn is a stabilizing late-game presence for a White Sox bullpen that is mostly some shade of 
young, unproven or unheralded. But general manager Rick Hahn acknowledged this week that with the 
draft in the rearview, trade conversations will pick up, and Soria is a proven veteran reliever on an 
expiring contract. He probably won’t be dropping into the bullpen of a contender and immediately wresting 
away the closer role, but with excellent peripheral stats and real momentum, it’s hard to see him closing 
the season in Chicago at this rate. 
 
In the meantime, he’s making his presence felt. The White Sox are in the midst of an 8-5 stretch against 
contending teams that comes in the wake of a players-only meeting in Cleveland, and have taken Soria’s 
words to heart in the process. 
 
“Joakim said something to our team, come in every day expecting to win,” Trayce Thompson said. “That’s 
true. You have to have that mindset expecting to win and so I think we’ve done a pretty good job of it.” 

 
Dylan Covey continues to earn the opportunity he’s been given 



By James Fegan / The Athletic / June 13, 2018 
 
I would probably take the opposing pitchers in Dylan Covey’s past two games over Covey himself going 
forward, but that isn’t a diss. Quite the opposite, actually, because in those two games, Covey has 
outdueled first Chris Sale, and now Trevor Bauer in Wednesday’s 3-2 White Sox victory. The Sox have 
not lost a series in June, and they won’t lose this one. 
 
Sale is going to get Cy Young votes, like he does seemingly every year, and Bauer has the impossibly 
diverse toolkit, which he commanded for strikes, recording his fourth-consecutive 10-strikeout game. Yet 
matching them both almost stride for stride was Covey, who apparently always had the darting weapon to 
key his success in his hard two-seamer, but just needed a full season of getting knocked around and 
written off at the major league level — and a few months of getting outrighted and booted to Triple-A — to 
find his way toward throwing it harder and pounding it for strikes. 
 
“Those guys have to learn, and especially him with so much action, he had to continue to develop a 
release point, a direct line to the plate,” manager Rick Renteria said. “If you get lateral, you don’t open up 
— fly open, it doesn’t allow the ball to get over the plate — but he stays more back to front, as [pitching 
coach Don Cooper] says, he’s liable to create a better line to the plate, with angle. And he started doing 
that … I think it was a learning process that started last year while having his experience in the big 
leagues.” 
 
Wednesday was not Covey’s best effort. He was bled for 10 hits over seven innings, he had only five 
swinging strikes and all five of his strikeouts came in the first three innings. He allowed some hard contact 
and had to be rescued by a running Adam Engel catch at the wall with two runners on the in the sixth. 
Covey’s 18-inning scoreless streak ended when two baserunners came around to score after he exited 
the game in the eighth. 
 
But it never quite fully burned him, because the most home run-ridden pitcher in the American League 
last year (70 innings or more) has yet to allow a long ball in the majors this season, and has dropped his 
walk rate to 7.4 percent. Lucky nights are possible when you never make the backbreaking mistake. 
 
“They were making me work tonight, no doubt,” Covey said. “I felt like I was having to pitch with a runner 
on first and no outs the whole game, basically. Pito [José Abreu] turned two great double plays to help me 
out, keep my pitch count down. It was a little bit of a grind for me, but I was able to pitch well, and we got 
the win. So I’m happy about it.” 
 
The White Sox were outhit 14-4, and to win a game like that it’s pretty necessary to nail every small 
opportunity provided, and the Sox pretty much did. A 1-2 count to Tim Anderson in the bottom of the fifth 
turned into a walk (still a relatively new development), which turned into his 14th stolen base, which 
turned into a runner at third with no one out after a bad throw from Roberto Pérez. Charlie Tilson, Engel 
and Trayce Thompson don’t form the burliest offensive outfield trio, but Tilson roped a changeup into right 
and turned on the jets for his first big league triple. And after Engel struck out, Renteria had Thompson 
suicide squeeze to bring home Tilson. 
 
“I had one in Minnesota where I felt like maybe I should have tried for three,” Tilson said of his triple. “As 
soon as I saw that ball hit the grass I knew in my head I was going for it. It felt great to do it in the first 
time in the big leagues, to do it at home and hear the crowd. Slide into third, look at my teammates…it 
was pretty awesome.” 
 
José Abreu sticking his right foot onto home plate in the sixth while Pérez bobbled a perfect throw from 
Melky Cabrera was the technical difference in the game, but weighing just as large were a pair of decisive 
double plays he initiated: an easy 3-6 turn to end the fifth and a sublime across-the-diamond 3-5 putout to 
end the seventh. For someone who was out doing early work a year ago as some suggested a move to 
DH, it was quite a revelation and a continued testament to the lifting presence of a single veteran All-Star. 
 



“His field awareness was shown on that particular play,” Renteria said. “It was a quick runner in terms of 
the batter. Tags the base, turns around quickly — he’s got a good arm — and throws a strike over there 
and [Yolmer Sánchez] does a nice job of putting a tag on [Jason] Kipnis. Great play.” 
 
But considering this team was being choked out of opportunities to make any meaningful plays by their 
troubled starting pitching throughout the first two months, it all comes back to Covey. While most of the 
season has felt like the most difficult year of the rebuild, the last few weeks have been more on par with 
what was hoped for, even if Covey and lefty reliever Jace Fry weren’t the exact names people expected 
to watch and think of as promising future cornerstones. 
 
And they’re not really there yet. Covey dropped his ERA to 2.29 Wednesday, but it’s been all of six starts, 
and Fry has 19 good innings in the majors after escaping a jam in the eighth. Their place in the rebuild is 
not reserved nor assured, but they’ll both deserve the ball the next time they get it, and in a fluid situation 
like this 2018 team, that’s enough. 

 
 


