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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels drop ugly game to Rays, including an injury scare for Justin Upton 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — This one hurt Angels fans, in more ways than one. 

Not long after a C.J. Cron homer put the game’s first run on the board, a statement against the team 
that traded him, the Angels saw Justin Upton, their hottest hitter, leave the game after being hit by a 
pitch. 

It all happened in one painful sixth inning of the Angels’ 7-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Rays on Thursday 
night, a game that ran their losing streak to three and also included a new personal worst for Mike 
Trout. 

Initial X-rays on Upton’s left hand showed no fracture, the team announced, so he’s considered day to 
day. If he ends up missing only a couple days, the Angels would certainly have dodged what could have 
been a serious issue. 

“It feels OK,” Upton said. “Obviously it’s going to be sore. We’ll see how it feels tomorrow. Hopefully, it’s 
not too bad and we can work through it.” 

Upton is the Angels’ hottest hitter, leading the majors in RBIs in May. He had hit seven of his 11 homers 
this month, hitting out of the Angels’ No. 3 spot. 

The injury, hours after Keynan Middleton had said he will have Tommy John surgery, was the capper to 
what was certainly the Angels’ worst day of the season so far, a day chock full of negative 
developments. 

Trout is going through a rare cold spell. Trout is now hitless in 19 at-bats, the longest drought of his 
career. It’s been masked somewhat by seven walks during the stretch. In his last at-bat, he hit a solid fly 
ball to deep center field, which he said was an encouraging sign. 

“It’s just timing,” he said. “I’m just late right now. My results aren’t there, but the last at-bat felt better. 
Just got to work off that.” 

It was part of a team-wide offensive outage, resulting in a scoreless streak that reached 21 innings 
before Shohei Ohtani’s homer in the ninth. The Angels have scored eight runs in their last five games. 
After Justin Verlander blanked the Angels on Wednesday, they went down against Chris Archer on 
Thursday. Typically a solid pitcher, Archer was perhaps due for a good game after bringing a 5.64 ERA 
into this one. 

On the mound, the Angels saw two more of their relievers struggle. Jim Johnson entered in a 1-0 game 
and gave up four runs in the seventh. Felix Peña gave up two runs in the eighth. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/17/angels-keynan-middleton-to-undergo-tommy-john-surgery/
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Two of the runs scored against Johnson when Denard Span hit a homer off the right field wall, above the 
new line added this year. It was the sixth homer of the season hit by the opponents that wouldn’t have 
been a homer last year. The Angels have hit three. 

Another run against Johnson scored after Zack Cozart dropped a popup. It was the second straight game 
when Cozart made an error that directly led to a run. 

And finally, there was the Cron homer, which probably stung Angels fans more than it did the team 
itself. 

Cron has hit 11 homers this year, including three in his last three games. He is playing the kind of 
baseball he rarely played with the Angels. According to Cron, and many Angels fans, the only difference 
is the Rays have given him a chance to play consistently. 

Had enough? 

The good news was the Cron homer was all that Tyler Skaggs allowed in his six innings. He lowered his 
ERA to 2.88 as he continues the best extended stretch of his career. Skaggs struck out seven and walked 
three. 

It was the 17th straight game that the Angels’ starter had allowed three runs or fewer, a franchise 
record. They had 16-game streaks in 1964 and 1989. 

Unfortunately for the Angels’ the good starting pitching has come at a time when the support has been 
absent from the lineup and the bullpen. 

“We’re not firing on all cylinders,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “We’re putting a lot of pressure on our 
starting pitching. When these guys start hitting like we can and we keep the pitching going, well be 
fine.” 

 

Angels’ Keynan Middleton to undergo Tommy John surgery 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — Keynan Middleton sought a second opinion for his elbow injury, but it didn’t bring any 
better news. 

Middleton said on Thursday that he has decided to undergo Tommy John surgery, which will have him 
out for the rest of this season and perhaps much of the 2019 season too. The normal rehab time is 12 to 
18 months, although Middleton has a chance to be at the shorter end of that because he’s a reliever. 

“It’s really unfortunate the situation I’m in,” Middleton said. “Our team is competing this year. It just 
(stinks) not being able to contribute the rest of the season.” 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/17/three-months-after-angels-traded-him-c-j-cron-returns-to-anaheim/
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Middleton, 24, was placed on the disabled list in late April with what he and the team described as a 
minor case of elbow inflammation. He came back last week and pitched in three games. On Sunday, he 
felt something on his ninth pitch, in which he induced a groundout. 

“I threw a changeup and when it left my hand I knew something was wrong,” Middleton said. 

He stayed in the game for one more pitch. It was a fastball that was 88 mph after his previous fastball 
had been 96 mph. Catcher Martín Maldonado noticed the decrease and immediately called for the 
trainer. Middleton left the game without even trying to throw again. 

Middleton, who had worked his way into the team’s closer role before getting hurt, said he had no 
regrets about coming off the disabled list too soon. 

“It all happened how it happened,” he said. “I want to be on the field as much as I can. I was feeling well 
enough to throw, so I came back and that’s what I did. Unfortunately, this was the result.” 

An MRI on Monday showed the damaged ulnar collateral ligament. He traveled to Cincinnati to meet 
with Dr. Timothy Kremchek for a second opinion. Surgery was the recommendation, although other 
Angels pitchers have recently attempted stem-cell therapy first. 

We talked about the options and decided this was best for me,” Middleton said. 

Middleton will be the fifth Angels pitcher to undergo Tommy John surgery since August 2014, following 
Tyler Skaggs, Andrew Heaney, Nick Tropeano and JC Ramírez. Garrett Richards also had a damaged UCL, 
but he successfully underwent stem-cell therapy. 

“Unfortunately it’s a common injury in our sport,” Middleton said. “It happens all the time. I’ll come 
back from it. I’ll work hard and hopefully, I’ll come back even stronger. That’s what I’m expecting from 
myself.” 

 

Three months after Angels traded him, C.J. Cron returns to Anaheim 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — As C.J. Cron returned to Angel Stadium, wearing a new uniform and with a set of 
impressive stats to his name, he had the expected answer when asked what was missing in Anaheim. 

“I have to say the at-bats,” he said before starting a four-game series with the Tampa Bay Rays at Angel 
Stadium on Thursday. “Just being in there every day and coming to the park and knowing I’m going to be 
in that two hole. It allows me to make the necessary adjustments that you need at this level. I can 
maybe give an at-bat to work on something. When you are playing three days a week, your career 
hinges on that day.” 
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Cron was hitting .289 with 10 homers and an .861 OPS with the Rays prior to Thursday’s game. In his 
Angels career, he had a few hot months of that type of production, but inevitably his numbers would 
slide and the Angels would stop playing him every day, or even send him to the minors. 

With the Angels, he hit .262 with 59 homers in 408 games. The Angels traded him to the Rays just before 
the first full-squad workout of the spring, because they had a logjam at first base with Shohei Ohtani 
pushing Albert Pujols more often from DH into the field. 

The roster was heavy with right-handers, and Cron was limited to one position. He also had a career 
.307 on-base percentage, which the Angels felt was too low. 

“I knew with the Ohtani signing there was a lot of roster malfunction there,” Cron said. “There were a 
few different first basemen. When (the trade) it actually does happen it is a little shock, but I was 
expecting it.” 

Cron said he still had no hard feelings toward the organization – “They gave me the opportunity to play 
in the big leagues” – and he was happy to come back and see his former teammates and his family. 

TROUT BACK TO NO. 2 

After just two games hitting in the leadoff spot, Mike Trout was moved back into the No. 2 spot on 
Thursday, with Zack Cozart hitting first and Ohtani moved down to the No. 5 spot. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said earlier this week he was experimenting with Trout and Ohtani in the top two 
spots, while they waited for Cozart or Ian Kinsler to get hot enough to go into the leadoff spot. 

Cozart has hit fairly consistently at his career norms for about a month, so apparently, Scioscia decided 
now was the time to go back to this. He conceded that having Trout hit first is problematic because they 
want him to be a run-producer. 

“Just trying to flip some things to get some things going,” Scioscia said. “We’ll settle back into this 
template as we go forward.” 

ALSO 

Blake Wood (elbow impingement) retired two of the four batters he faced, on 18 pitches, in a rehab 
outing for Class-A Inland Empire on Thursday. Wood is expected to be activated on Friday or Saturday. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (Nick Tropeano, 1-2, 3.64) vs. Rays (Blake Snell, 4-3, 3.12), Friday, 7 p.m., Fox Sports West, KLAA 
(830 AM) 
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          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Ohtani’s blast prevents a shutout – but not the Angels’ third loss in a row 

By Jeff Miller 

Were he so inclined, Mike Trout could have spent the last few days reading various national stories 
about how he is … 

Improving as a baseball player. 

Might already be a Hall of Famer. 

Could be having the greatest season of all time. 

In all likelihood, however, Trout is more focused on the fact that in his last 19 at-bats he has zero hits. 

Why do these numbers matter? Well, this is the longest such streak of his otherwise stellar career, while 
also serving as a perfect glimpse at a flailing lineup, the Angels falling Thursday night to the Tampa Bay 
Rays 7-1. 

"My timing's just off a little bit," Trout said. "Obviously, the results aren't there." 

The only breakthrough for the Angels came in garbage time, the bottom of the ninth inning, when 
Shohei Ohtani homered to give the Angels one memorable moment in a game that was 99% forgettable. 

Before Ohtani's 411-foot shot, the Angels had been shut out for parts of three days and 21 innings, their 
offense unable to do much of anything against the Houston Astros' Justin Verlander or the Rays' Chris 
Archer, among others. 

Verlander has been especially difficult of late on the Angels, and Archer is 6-1 all-time against them. Still, 
he came into Thursday's game dragging a 5.64 earned-run average and had won only once in his 
previous six starts. 

Didn't matter. The Angels, in their present state, are missing on all cylinders. 

"Right now, there are a few more guys searching than are really feeling good in the box," manager Mike 
Scioscia said. "These guys will get it together." 

Scoiscia has tried scrambling his lineup, going with Trout and Ohtani at the top of the order for two 
games this week. The change having yielded little, Scioscia returned to a more traditional batting order 
against the Rays. And the results remained the same. 

Things turned ugliest in the sixth, when Justin Upton was struck in the left hand by an Archer fastball 
clocked at 94.8 mph. 
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Upton squatted in pain and was quickly taken back to the clubhouse. Initial X-rays showed no fracture, 
and the Angels announced that Upton is considered day-to-day. 

Upton, who had homered in six of his previous 11 games before Thursday, this week was called 
"probably one of the hottest hitters in our league" by Scioscia. 

Losing him for any extended time would put added strain on a lineup already searching for the type of 
production that helped the Angels open the season with a franchise-best 13 victories in 16 games. 

Since then, they're 12-16 and have looked nothing like the obvious playoff contenders they resembled 
through much of April. 

This latest offensively challenged defeat wasted another strong start by Tyler Skaggs, who gave up only 
one run in six innings to lower his ERA to 2.88. 

The Angels now have had a franchise-record 17 consecutive games in which their starter has given up 
three runs or fewer. And during that stretch they're only 9-8. 

The mood Thursday wasn't helped at all by the fact that a former Angel returned to produce as much 
offense as all of the current Angels combined. 

C.J. Cron, traded to Tampa Bay during spring training, homered against Skaggs in the sixth for the first 
run of the game. 

It was Cron's 11th homer of the season, a number that would be tied for second on the Angels. 

"He's one of the favorites over here in the clubhouse," Scioscia said, and, yes, this was uttered before 
the game. "He's getting an opportunity and making the most of it. We're all happy for him. 

"We just hope he doesn't hurt us this series." 

Too late. 

 

Middleton to have season-ending elbow surgery 

By Jeff Miller 

His fastball averages 96 mph to 97 mph, but it was on a changeup that Keynan Middleton felt his 2018 
season end. 

The Angels reliever decided Thursday to undergo elbow ligament replacement surgery, a procedure that 
typically involves a recovery process of 12 to 18 months. 

The exact date of the operation has not been set as Middleton is still meeting with doctors. 
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"I'm a guy who's going to do everything I can for my team," he said. "So I'm going to go out there and 
pick up the ball until I can't, and that's exactly what happened." 

Middleton sensed there was something wrong in the eighth inning Sunday when he used his changeup 
to retire Minnesota's Eduardo Escobar on a groundball. He threw two more pitches to Eddie 
Rosario before exiting. 

"I feel bad for letting my teammates down," Middleton said. "We're competing right now. Not being 
able to contribute is going to be rough." 

He opened the month on the disabled list with what the Angels described as elbow inflammation. 

Middleton, 24, was reinstated May 10 and appeared in two games without incident before Sunday. He 
retired the first two Twins he faced and threw 12 pitches total before being pulled. 

"I felt good," he said. "I felt good enough to compete. All year long you go through injuries, 'Is it serious? 
Is it not?' This was just kind of a thing that happened. And it went very quickly." 

Former Angel Cron leading Rays in hits, runs and homers 

He began Thursday leading his team in hits, runs and homers. Most notably, no one on the Tampa Bay 
Rays had appeared in more games or had more at-bats than C.J. Cron. 

The former Angel returned to face the club that drafted him in the first round in 2011. During his four 
seasons here, Cron was productive at times but never had a regular everyday role. 

Before the game, he praised the Angels for giving him his first shot in the big leagues and called the 
organization "a special place." But he also noted that the increase in playing time has been a key to his 
season. 

"Just coming to the park every day knowing I'm going to be in that two-hole kind of allows me to make 
the necessary adjustments you have to at this level," Cron said. "When you're playing three days a week, 
your career hinges on that day. The consistency has helped." 

 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Angels can’t contain Cron, Rays in defeat 

Skaggs allows just a solo HR to former teammate before 'pen stumbles 

By Maria Guardado 
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ANAHEIM -- C.J. Cron received a smattering of polite applause when he stepped into the box to 
face Tyler Skaggs in the first inning on Thursday night, marking his first at-bat at Angel Stadium since the 
Angels traded him to the Rays in exchange for Minor League infielder Luis Rengifo in February. But those 
cheers turned to groans in the sixth, when Cron homered for the third consecutive game to help send 
his former club to a 7-1 loss to Tampa Bay. 

Skaggs and Rays right-hander Chris Archer found themselves engaged in a pitchers' duel for most of the 
night and matched each other with five scoreless innings to start the game, but Cron finally broke the 
deadlock with a leadoff homer in the sixth. Cron hammered a changeup from Skaggs into the Rays' 
bullpen in left field for his 11th home run of the season. 

"It was a rough one, especially to a guy who is one of my really good friends," Skaggs said. "It's 
frustrating. But hey, you live and learn." 

Skaggs departed after allowing only one run over six innings, but the Rays padded their lead by scoring 
six runs off the Angels' bullpen. Denard Span's two-run shot off Jim Johnson highlighted a four-run 
seventh, and Tampa Bay added a pair of runs in the eighth on Johnny Field's homer off Felix Pena. 

The Angels' scuffling offense, meanwhile, mustered only two hits and four walks against Archer, who 
fired 6 2/3 scoreless innings. They didn't get on the board until Shohei Ohtani launched his sixth home 
run of the season off Austin Pruitt in the ninth to snap the Angels' 21-inning scoreless streak. The Angels 
have now lost three in a row and five of their last seven to fall to 25-19. 

"These guys will get it together," manager Mike Scioscia said. "We're not firing on all cylinders. We're 
putting a lot of pressure on our starting pitching right now. When these guys start swinging like we can 
and we can keep the pitching going, we're going to be fine." 

Even star center fielder Mike Trout has sunk into an uncharacteristic slump, finishing 0-for-4 with two 
strikeouts to extend his hitless drought to a career-worst 19 at-bats. 

"It's just timing," Trout said. "I'm just late right now. Obviously, my results aren't there, but my last at-
bat felt better, so work off that." 

Making matters worse was the fact that the Angels saw Justin Upton, their hottest hitter this month, 
exit the game in the sixth after being struck on the left hand by a 95-mph fastball from Archer. The club 
announced that initial X-rays did not reveal a fracture, and Upton is considered day to day, a rare bit of 
good news on an otherwise dreary night for the Angels. 

Cron, who went 2-for-5 with a stolen base on Thursday and is now batting .293, was the Angels' first-
round Draft pick in 2011 and broke into the Majors with the club in 2014, but he became expendable 
following the acquisition of Ohtani in December. With Albert Pujols set to play more first base to 
accommodate Ohtani at designated hitter, the Angels had little playing time to offer Cron, who would 
have also had to compete for at-bats with Luis Valbuena and Jefry Marte. 

"I wouldn't say I was completely shocked," Cron said before the game. "With the Ohtani signing, there 
was going to be some roster malfunction there with a lot of different first basemen. So when it actually 
happens, it's a little bit of a shock, but I was expecting it." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/650859/luis-rengifo
http://m.mlb.com/player/502042/chris-archer
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/462382/jim-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/608654/johnny-field
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/643493/austin-pruitt
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/justin-upton-hit-by-pitch-exits-game/c-277203202
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
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SOUND SMART 
• Angels starters have now allowed three or fewer runs in 17 straight games, setting a franchise record. 
They have also produced quality starts in seven of their eight games this homestand, but they've earned 
a winning decision just once. 

"I think we have a nice quiet competitiveness," said Skaggs, who lowered his ERA to 2.88. "We want to 
outdo the other guy. We're on a good roll. We started off pretty slow, but I think we've done a good job 
of picking it up." 

• Five of Ohtani's six home runs have been hit out to center field. Only the Nationals' Bryce Harperhas 
hit more homers to center (six) this season. Harper is tied for second in the Majors with 13 home runs. 

"I wish I could have hit it earlier in the game, which could have resulted in a different outcome," Ohtani 
said of his ninth-inning shot. 

HE SAID IT 
"It was a fun trip around the bases. He just gave me a better pitch than he did in the first two at-bats." -- 
Cron, on homering off Skaggs 

UP NEXT 
Right-hander Nick Tropeano will take the mound for the Angels and start opposite Rays left-
hander Blake Snell on Friday night at 7:07 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. Tropeano allowed three runs over 
six innings in his last start on Saturday against the Twins. He is 0-1 with a 4.35 ERA in two career 
appearances against the Rays, though he hasn't faced them since July 4, 2016. 

 

J-Up day to day after X-rays don’t show fracture 

Angels outfielder exits in 6th vs. TB after being hit by pitch on left hand 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- The Angels suffered an injury scare on Thursday night when left fielder Justin 
Uptondeparted their 7-1 loss to the Rays in the sixth inning after being struck on the left hand by a 95-
mph fastball from Chris Archer, but they were able to breathe a sigh of relief after initial X-rays revealed 
no fracture. 

The Angels said Upton is day to day, reassuring news for a club that had earlier Thursday learned it 
would lose reliever Keynan Middleton to season-ending Tommy John surgery. 

"It feels OK," Upton said. "Obviously, it's going to be sore, but we'll see how it feels tomorrow. 
Hopefully, it's not too bad and I can work through it." 

Upton was in visible pain after being hit by the pitch, drawing immediate attention from a team trainer 
and subsequently exiting the game. It was an unsettling scene for the Angels, though Upton said he was 
fairly confident the injury wasn't serious. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/605483/blake-snell
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-lose-opener-to-cj-cron-rays/c-277208944
http://m.mlb.com/player/502042/chris-archer
http://m.mlb.com/player/641871/keynan-middleton
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/keynan-middleton-to-have-tommy-john-surgery/c-277168126
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"I've broken a bone before," Upton said. "I kind of had a feeling that nothing was broken, just because 
I've had the feeling before. I was pretty optimistic getting the X-ray." 

Upton has been the Angels' hottest hitter this month, batting .317 with seven home runs and 21 RBIs in 
16 games. 

"We'll just go day to day and see how it is," manager Mike Scioscia said. "It's still sore, even though, 
fortunately, there wasn't anything broken there. We'll see how it goes." 

 

Middleton to have Tommy John surgery 

Reliever who had been serving as Angels closer to miss rest of season 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Angels right-hander Keynan Middleton knew something was amiss after throwing a 
changeup to retire Eduardo Escobar on a groundout in the eighth inning of the Angels' game against the 
Twins on Sunday afternoon. 

"When it left my hand, I knew something was wrong," Middleton said. 

The radar gun, too, signaled trouble: Middleton's next two pitches were fastballs clocked at 88.2 mph 
and 92.7 mph, significantly below his 97-mph average in 2017. Catcher Martin Maldonadosubsequently 
called for a trainer, and Middleton was forced to exit the game without completing the inning. 

It'll be a while before he takes the mound for the Angels again. Middleton said Thursday that he will 
undergo Tommy John surgery to repair a torn ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow. The procedure, 
which typically entails a 12-to-18-month recovery period, will cost Middleton the remainder of the 
season and possibly the 2019 campaign as well. 

"It's really unfortunate the situation that I'm in," Middleton said. "Our team is competing this year, so it 
just sucks not being able to contribute to the rest of that season." 

Middleton had logged a 2.04 ERA over 17 2/3 innings and emerged as the Angels' primary closer early 
this season before landing on the disabled list with right elbow inflammation on May 1. The 24-year-old 
sat out nine games and then felt well enough to return to action. He logged two scoreless outings before 
injuring his elbow further Sunday. 

"It all happened like it happened," Middleton said. "I want to be out on the field as much as I can, and I 
was feeling well enough to throw, so I came back and that's what I did. Unfortunately, this is the result." 

An MRI exam on Monday revealed the damaged UCL, though Middleton traveled to Cincinnati to seek 
out a second opinion before deciding to undergo surgery. He said he will consult the Angels' doctors 
before settling on an exact date for the operation. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/641871/keynan-middleton
http://m.mlb.com/player/500871/eduardo-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
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Middleton is the sixth Angels pitcher to suffer a UCL injury since 2014, joining Tyler Skaggs, Garrett 
Richards, Andrew Heaney, Nick Tropeano and JC Ramirez. Only Richards was able to avoid undergoing 
Tommy John surgery by opting for stem-cell therapy. 

"Unfortunately, it's a common injury in our sport now," Middleton said. "It happens all the time. I'll 
come back from it. I'll work hard and hopefully I'll come back even stronger from it. That's what I'm 
expecting of myself." 

Worth noting 
Reliever Blake Wood (right elbow impingement) made his second rehab appearance with Class A 
Advanced Inland Empire on Thursday, allowing one run on two hits over two-thirds of an inning while 
striking out one. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Despite a loss to the Rays and a wave of woes, the Angels are finding reasons to 
be optimistic 

By Steve Dilbeck 

The blows kept coming. It had the makings of one of the Angels’ worst nights of the year. A nightmare in 
too many chapters. 

Even before the game started Thursday it was confirmed closer Keynan Middleton would be lost for the 
season to Tommy John surgery. Then the game began and superstar Mike Trout continued his career-
worst 0-for-19 streak. In his first game back in Anaheim, ex-Angel C.J. Cron homered in the sixth to give 
Tampa Bay the lead. The bullpen did its nightly implosion thing. The Angels lost their third straight. 

And Justin Upton, who leads the majors in RBI this month (21), was hit on the left hand by a 95 mph 
Chris Archer fastball and left the game. 

At this point, you could forgive the Angels if they expected the earth to open up and swallow everyone 
in uniform. 

But later it was announced X-rays had not detected a fracture in Upton’s hand. The entire team exhaled 
in relief, though Upton had maintained a positive outlook. 

“I’ve broken a bone before,” Upton said. “I kind of had a feeling it wasn’t broken. I was pretty 
optimistic.” 

On a night the Angels would suffer a 7-1 defeat to a Rays team that won its fourth straight to go to 20-
22, good news was difficult to come by. That dark cloud threatened to turn into a torrential downpour. 

There was, however, left-hander Tyler Skaggs allowing only the Cron home run in six strong innings. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
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“Outside of that, you couldn’t ask much more of Tyler,” said manager Mike Scioscia. “He gave us a 
chance to win the game. That’s probably the one positive we can take.” 

Upton’s X-ray was their best news of the night. The Angels are not predicting how long he will be out, 
but going with the ol’ day-to-day routine. 

“It feels OK,” Upton said. “Obviously it’s going to be sore, but we’ll see how it feels tomorrow. Hopefully, 
it’s not too bad and we can work through it.” 

Trout — whose printed name is almost habitually followed by the superlative, “the best player in the 
game” — continues to try and fight through what for almost anyone else would be a minor slump, not a 
career-high drought. 

“It’s just really timing with Mike,” Scioscia said. “Whenever he gets in these little funks, he’s just not 
quite where he needs to be. He’s missing pitches he usually hits. 

“He’ll figure it out. There’s no doubt about that. It’s just right now it’s a timing issue.” 

The Angels almost as a team are struggling at the plate. They were held scoreless for 21 consecutive 
innings until Shohei Ohtani hit a solo shot off reliever Austin Pruitt in the ninth for his sixth home run. 

“Right now there are probably more guys searching than are feeling good in the box,” Scioscia said. 
“These guys will get it together. We’re not firing on all cylinders. We’re putting a lot of pressure on our 
starting pitching right now.” 

The Angels have unexpectedly received excellent starting pitching of late. They set a team record with 
17 consecutive games of allowing three or fewer runs. They have earned a quality start in seven of their 
last eight games, but earned the win only once. 

However bad it all was, though, the Angels know it could have been much worse if Upton’s X-rays had 
returned with a different result. A night filled with almost entirely of bad news, left them with a 
somewhat odd reaction — gratitude. 

“As a hitter, anywhere on the hand or the wrist, you worry about those little bones,” Trout said. “He 
lucked out.” 

 

Stark: Useless Info Dept presents the Useless Awards 

By Jayson Stark 

Now that every team in baseball has played 40 games, you know what time it is? Why, it’s time for a 
first-quarter-of-the-season edition of … The Useless Awards! What else? 

As usual, we couldn’t convince Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, Jon Stewart, Neil Patrick Harris or even Emmylou 
Harris to stop by to emcee. So we regret to report you’re stuck with me. Oh, well. The envelopes please! 
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THE EXTRA TERRESTIAL AWARD – Ozzie Albies, Braves. The new Wizard of Oz leads the league in extra-
base hits. He’s 21 years old. As we’ve mentioned, you may have heard of the only two other players in 
the last 100 years to do that at age 21 or younger – two up-and-coming young mashers named Mickey 
Mantle and Ted Williams. But wait. That’s not all! 

THE DOUBLE-DOUBLE AWARD – Ozzie Albies again. He leads his league in homers (tied with Bryce 
Harper). He leads his league in doubles. And you know how many men have done that in the same 
season in the last 75 years? Exactly three: Albert Belle in 1995, Willie Stargell in 1973 and Ted Williams in 
1949. 

Ah, but how many players have ever done it at age 21 or younger? Right. That would be none! 

THE JUSTIN FOR ALL AWARD – Justin Verlander, Astros. How unhittable has this dude been? Holy 
domination, man. Take a look: 

 Leadoff hitters are 1 for 30 against him – with one walk and 11 whiffs. 
 He’s faced 74 hitters with runners on base – and given up eight hits (8 for 65, 26 K’s). 
 He’s faced 16 hitters with men in scoring position and two outs – and allowed zero hits (0 for 15, 

8 K’s, 1 BB). 
 And finally, the combined average of all 256 hitters he has pitched to this year is a ridiculous 

.148 against him. The modern record, among pitchers who qualified for an ERA title, is .167, by 
Pedro Martínez in 2000. The 2018 Astros have two starters on pace to break that one – 
Verlander and Gerrit Cole (.166). Wow. 

THE DON’T HATE THE HADER AWARD – Josh Hader, Brewers. The following stat line is just crazy, ladies 
and gentlemen: 50 strikeouts, 7 hits. But that’s the hair-flowin’ Brewers left-hander’s actual line this 
year through Wednesday. And there is only one word for that: Impossible. 

 Seven times as many strikeouts as hits? Seriously? Only one pitcher in history has ever even had 
five times as many over a full season. That was Aroldis Chapman in 2014 (106 K, 21 H). 

 But even more unreal is this: At this pace, Hader would finish the season with 184 strikeouts and 
26 hits allowed. Um, 158 more strikeouts than hits? In real life? The only two relievers who have 
ever been plus-100 are Brad Lidge (157-57) in 2004 and Eric Gagne (137-37) in 2003. 

 Finally, just for the sheer what-the-heck factor, you should know that Hader has more strikeouts 
out of the ’pen this year than any of these starters whose names may sound familiar: Clayton 
Kershaw, Carlos Martínez, Masahiro Tanaka, Félix Hernández, Julio Teheran, Yu Darvish, Robbie 
Ray or David Price. Three of those fellows (Kershaw, Darvish and Price) are men who have 
actually led their league in strikeouts, by the way. 

THE DON’T DISTURB THE TROUT AWARD – Mike Trout, Angels. Boy, so many awesome Trout-ian 
numbers to choose from. But how about this one: Going into Thursday night, he had come to the plate 
35 times with runners in scoring position – and reached base in 21 of them! That works out to a 
superhuman .600 OBP. And friends, you don’t see that much. 

According to Baseball-Reference.com’s stupendous Play Index, just three full-time players in the live-ball 
era have ever had a .600 OBP with men in scoring position: Barry Bonds (five times), Ted Williams 
(twice) and Manny Ramirez (in 2002). The only right-handed hitter on that list is Manny. Just sayin’. 

http://baseball-reference.com/
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THE B-BARTOLO AWARD – Bartolo Colon, Rangers. He’s less than a week away from turning 45 years 
old. He just bragged about how useful his “big belly” is for deflecting rockets back to the mound. And 
he’s actually older than two of the opposing managers he has faced this year. But you know what 
Bartolo Colon still does better than anyone alive? He fills up that strike zone with just about every 
stinking pitch. 

Colon has faced 193 hitters this season. He has walked exactly four. Greg Holland just walked four 
men in an inning a few weeks back. Bartolo has walked four all season. Did you know that over the last 
90 years, a mere three qualifying starters have had a better walk rate than that? 

Carlos Silva, 2005 – 799 hitters, 9 BB, 1 every 83.2 
Bret Saberhagen, 1994 – 696 hitters, 13 BB, 1 every 53.5 
Phil Hughes, 2014 – 855 hitters, 16 BB, 1 every 53.4 
Bartolo Colon, 2018 -193 hitters, 4 BB, 1 every 48.3 

Bartolo Colon. He’s bb-eautiful. 

THE ON-THE-OTHER-HAND AWARDS – But unfortunately, life in 2018 isn’t that bb-eautiful for everyone 
in baseball. So here are five guys whose numerical portfolio isn’t one we’d advise allowing innocent 
children to peruse. Would you believe that … 

 Jake Marisnick (Astros) has 41 strikeouts and one walk? Not shockingly, no non-pitcher since 
1900 has finished a season with that many punchouts and no more than one walk. 

 Drew Robinson (Rangers) has 45 strikeouts and 14 hits – in a mere 80 at-bats? And yessir, that 
strikeout rate (56.25 percent of his at-bats) would be the highest ever for a guy who batted that 
much. 

 Alex Avila (Diamondbacks) has 39 strikeouts and nine hits – in 72 at-bats? That works out to 4.3 
strikeouts for every hit, a rate topped only by the legendary Ron “K For” Karkovice in 1987 (40 K, 
6 hits) and Antonio Perez in 2006 (44 K, 10 hits). 

 Derek Fisher (Astros) is 1 for 19 (.053) with runners in scoring position, with 14 strikeouts? Only 
five players in the live-ball era have had that low an average with men in scoring position and 
that high a strikeout percentage – and they’re all pitchers! 

 Chris Tillman (Orioles) had piled up an incredible 17 walks and 42 hits allowed in 26 1/3 innings 
before he headed for the disabled list? You know how many pitchers in this millennium had 
both a walk rate (5.74 per 9 IP) and hit rate (14.18 per 9 IP) that high with that many innings 
pitched? If you guessed none, that would be correct! 

THE OHTANI WATCH! 

In a span of four days over the last week, our man Shohei Ohtani hit yet another home run. (That’s No. 
5, if you’re scoring at home, whether home is Ohio or Osaka). Then he headed for the mound and 
unleashed an astounding 11-strikeout, 3-hitter over 6 1/3 mostly untouchable innings against the Twins. 

Yeah, he’s pretty good. He’s so good, in fact, he actually gives his teammates amnesia, apparently. 
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“When he’s on the mound, you forget he’s a hitter, that he’s our five-hole guy who can smash homers,” 
his second baseman, Ian Kinsler, said Sunday. “When he’s jogging around the bases after a homer, you 
kind of forget he’s one of our best pitchers.” 

We can understand how that happens in the presence of greatness. But the good news is, at least that 
darned forgetfulness hasn’t spread to the Useless Info staff. So here’s what we got to obsessing over for 
this week’s Ohtani Watch: 

Shohei Ohtani – the “one of our best pitchers” version – has allowed fourhome runs (in six starts). 

Meanwhile, Shohei Ohtani – the five-hole hitter “who can smash homers” version – has 
smashed six home runs. 

So how could we not ask: Who’s the last guy to make that many appearances on the old pitcher’s 
mound, bop that many homers and hit more home runs than he allowed? 

Well, wasn’t that a fun little research project – for people who clearly believe there’s no reason to lead a 
normal life. And now that we’ve eaten up way too much of our day working on that fun little research 
project, here’s the answer: 

WES FERRELL ASTERISK ALERT – In 1931, Ferrell hit nine home runs for the Indians. He also gave up nine 
home runs. That’s not quite what we were searching for. But since that is the modern record for most 
homers in a season by a pitcher, here’s a hat tip to Wes for at least getting close. 

THE BABE OF 1919 – Last to do this? Who the heck do you think was last to do this? By 1919, that Babe 
Ruth guy was hardly what you’d call a full-time pitcher. He played 111 games in the outfield that year. 
But the Red Sox also let him pitch 133 1/3 innings. So how’d that turn out? Ha. He hit 29 home runs, 
which led the league. As a pitcher, he allowed two home runs. So we’d say Ohtani might not be as good 
as we all think he is – except that happened 99 years ago! 

THE BABE OF 1918 – The Bambino began his transition toward legendary sluggerhood in 1918, starting 
70 games in the field and 19 on the mound. Guess how smoothly that went? He hit 11 home runs. He 
gave up one home run. Babe Ruth, man. Was he amazing or what? 

But now think about this. You have to flip the clock forward almost a century to find another human 
being who is that Ruthian. He’s Shohei Ohtani. And he just keeps the Ohtani Watch rolling right along, 
doesn’t he? 

KAPLER’S KORNER VISIT OF THE WEEK 

That tricky Gabe Kapler did something in Wednesday’s Phillies game that you almost never see: With a 
4-1 lead in the ninth, he brought in Edubray Ramos, watched him strike out the first two hitters, then 
hooked him and called for Hector Neris to get the final out. 

That – plus some additional curiosity involving us Useless Info sleuths – inspired the MLB Network 
research department to comb through the archives and figure out how rare that was. They found just 
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three other times in the last 18 seasons that any manager had pulled a reliever who had whiffed the first 
two hitters in the ninth. 

There was the Rays’ Tyler Sturdevant on Aug. 25, 2016. (Fanned Hanley Ramírez and Jackie Bradley Jr. 
Then Enny Romero got the call to face David Ortiz.) 

There was the Padres’ Joe Thatcher on June 11, 2013. (Struck out Freddie Freeman and Brian McCann. 
Then Luke Gregerson dealt with Dan Uggla for the last out.) 

And there was the Cardinals’ Steve Kline on July 5, 2001. (Struck out Geoff Jenkins and Jeromy Burnitz. 
Then Mike Timlin arrived to finish off Richie Sexson.) 

But you know what all three of those hooks had in common? They all involved left-handed relievers 
getting pulled for right-handed relievers – or vice-versa. But replacing one right-handed reliever with 
another? There’s only one place that’s happened in the 21st century. In Kapler’s Korner. 

USELESS INFO OF THE WEEK 

— How awesome is Craig Kimbrel? He’s up to 303 saves in his career – but he has never blown a save in 
back-to-back appearances. And how many other members of the 300-Save Club can say that? Right you 
are. That would be nada, the Elias Sports Bureau tells us. 

— Odubel Herrera has reached base in all 38 games he has batted in this season. What makes that kind 
of notable is that one game he didn’t bat in was Opening Day. Want to guess how many other players 
since 1900 have sat out their team’s opener, then started a streak this long in Game 2? Yep, that would 
be none, according to Elias. 

— But even if we toss out that Game 2 requirement, you still have to go all the way back to 1996 to find 
the last player to spin off an on-base streak of 38 games or more after missing Opening Day. Last to do 
it? None other than Mark McGwire. Didn’t play at all until April 23 in ‘96. Then reached base in his next 
48 in a row. 

— Three times in four mind-boggling days last week, the Royals had a starting pitcher give up nine 
earned runs (Ian Kennedy on May 10, Jason Hammel the next day, then Danny Duffy two days later). 
And how hard is that? Before this streak, they’d done it three times in the previous 2,046 days. 

But to find the last time any team had three starters give up nine or more three times that close 
together, you have to go back a lot more days than that. Last team to do it, according to Doug (Kernels) 
Kern: Sandy Consuegra’s 1951 Washington Senators, May 25-26-27, on what apparently was a rough trip 
to Fenway. 

Last time a team even did it three times in the same month: July of 2010, when the Brewers’ Chris 
Narveson, Manny Parra and Randy Wolf coughed up nine, 10 and 12 earned runs respectively, from July 
7-21. 
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— When you name a pitcher to start Opening Day, you’re normally dreaming big dreams. But we can 
guarantee the Marlins weren’t dreaming of this: Once upon a time, José Ureña was their Opening Day 
starter. They lost to the Cubs that day. And they’ve lost every day since that Ureña has started. As in 0-9! 

So how often do you see a team go that deep into a season without winning a single game started by 
their Opening Day “ace?” Exactly once in the last 70 years, Elias says. The only other member of that 
club: Lloyd McClendon’s 2001 Pirates somehow went 0-12 in Todd Ritchie’s first 12 starts of that year. 

— How did Lucas Giolito’s start go last Sunday? Seven walks… three wild pitches… a hit batter… five 
stolen bases allowed… 100 pitches, 50 strikes…. And who was the winning pitcher that day? Lucas 
Giolito. Who else? 

FIVE STRANGE BUT TRUE FEATS OF THE WEEK 

— Dylan Bundy’s last start for the Orioles (Sunday vs. Tampa Bay): 7 innings, 0 runs. 

Dylan Bundy’s previous start (May 8 vs. Kansas City): 7 runs, 0 outs. 

Baseball! 

— Speaking of which…five days after Bundy took the mound at Camden Yards and unfurled that seven 
hitters, zero outs line, the Rays’ Andrew Kittredge pulled off the same feat in the same park (against the 
Orioles). 

The only time in the last six decades that two different pitchers even had outings like that in any stadium 
in the same SEASON was 1990, when Dave Stieb and Jeff Robinson both did it at Fenway. But that was 
six weeks apart. 

— The Diamondbacks’ first 12 series of the season: Won 10, split 2, lost zero. 

The Diamondbacks’ next week: 47 consecutive innings without holding a lead. 

Baseball! 

— In the entire 2017 season, only two teams managed to hit a grand slam in the first inning and still go 
on to lose. So naturally, it happened twice in five days last week. 

Salvador Pérez thumped a first-inning slam as the Royals’ cleanup hitter, May 10 in Baltimore. Didn’t 
help. Still turned into an 11-6 loss. Then Brandon Guyer went slamming in the first Tuesday for the 
Indians. That wound up as a 9-8 loss in Detroit. So maybe slams are overrated. Did you know the Indians 
have hit three of them since April 1 – and have gone 0-3 in those games? 

— Finally, the Braves’ Sean Newcomb just ripped off three consecutive starts allowing no more than two 
hits. 

So how many times did Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine and John Smoltz have streaks like that in Atlanta? 
Not a once. Of course. 
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Baseball! 

 

                 FROM MiLB.COM       

Prospect Roundup: Games of May 17* 

Ray leads off with another homer; Adell maintains hot May 

By Sam Dykstra 

Theme of the day 

He's no scrub: Is there anything J.D. Davis can't do this season? Up until Thursday night, that answer 
was "hit a triple," but then he did that in his first at-bat in Fresno. Once that was out of the way, he 
picked up all the other hits as well. The No. 9 Astros prospectbecame the first Fresno slugger to hit for 
the cycle since 2010 and bumped his Minor League-leading average to .425 through 32 games (not a 
typo). MiLB.com's Michael Avallone had the recap, including Davis' full reaction to a performance the 
Minor League community might be talking about for some time.  

Who stayed hot 

Angels OF Jo Adell, Class A Burlington: 2-for-4, HR, 3 RBI, R, BB, SB -- The Angels' top prospect has gone 
deep three times in his last three games, having hit two homers Tuesday, and is batting .385/.415/.692 
with six extra-base hits and 11 RBIs over nine games this month since returning from a thumb injury that 
held him out two weeks. With a .961 OPS through 22 Class A games, the 2017 10th overall pick hasn't 
had any issue adjusting to his first full season and could be a top-50 overall prospect by season's end if 
he keeps this up. 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

C.J. Cron homers vs. former teammates, Rays rout Angels 7-1 

By Greg Beacham 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — C.J. Cron and Tyler Skaggs became fast friends while spending years together 

with the Los Angeles Angels. They chirped at each other through texts before Cron arrived at Angel 

Stadium for his first visit since joining the Tampa Bay Rays. 

Cron got the last word in the sweetest way possible when he rounded the bases after clubbing an 

important homer off Skaggs himself. 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=605204
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/houston-astros-jd-davis-caps-off-cycle-with-long-ball/c-277198854
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666176
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Cron homered and scored two runs against his former teammates, and Chris Archer pitched two-hit ball 

into the seventh inning of the Rays’ 7-1 victory on Thursday night. 

Skaggs (3-3) took the hard-luck loss despite limiting Tampa Bay to six hits and one run over six innings 

while striking out seven — including Cron in his first two at-bats. Skaggs kept the game scoreless until 

that solo shot into the bullpens by his old buddy. 

“It’s frustrating, especially to a guy that’s one of my really good friends,” Skaggs said with a grimace. 

“We had a few smiles in that first at-bat. But I’ve seen that for four or five years. He just needed 

consistent at-bats. He’s off to a really good start, so I’m happy for him. It’s just frustrating for me.” 

Cron extended his impressive start for Tampa Bay by homering in his third consecutive game. While 

getting the regular playing time he so often lacked with the Angels, Cron has reached base in a career-

best 23 straight games. 

The slugger was the Angels’ first-round draft pick in 2011, and he spent the past four seasons in Los 

Angeles’ lineup. Cron was traded last February after Shohei Ohtani’s arrival eliminated much of his job 

as a designated hitter and first baseman. 

“I’d be lying if I didn’t say it was a little bit different,” said Cron, who also singled and stole his first base 

of the season in the seventh inning. “It’s cool to come back to where it all started. It’s good to see all of 

the guys again. Those are some of my best friends over there.” 

Denard Span hit a two-run homer during the Rays’ four-run seventh inning, and Johnny Field added a 

two-run shot in the eighth as the Rays pushed their longest winning streak of the season to four games. 

Archer (3-3) repeatedly struggled with his control while walking four and hitting Justin Upton with a 

pitch, yet he limited Los Angeles’ potent lineup to two singles while earning his first victory since April 

26. 

LATE SHOTIME 

Ohtani hit his sixth homer in the ninth inning for the Angels, who have lost five of eight on their 11-game 

homestand. Ohtani ended a personal 0-for-8 slump and 21 consecutive scoreless innings for the Angels, 

but it was far too late. 

“I had more bad at-bats than good at-bats,” said Ohtani, who has a hit in 17 of his 20 starts as a 

designated hitter. “That’s something I have to use as a learning experience.” 

HITLESS TROUT 

Mike Trout extended the longest hitting drought of his career to 0 for 19 with four hitless at-bats. He 

struck out twice while surpassing an 0-for-17 stretch in August 2017 for the longest drought of the two-

time AL MVP’s career. 

“My timing is just a little off,” Trout said. “My last at-bat felt better, so I’ll just build off that.” 
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Although he has seven walks during his slump, Trout’s struggles are part of an overall offensive lull for 

the Angels, who have scored just six runs in the last four games. 

BIG TIME DEBUT 

Christian Arroyo had two singles in his debut for Tampa Bay. The touted 22-year-old prospect and 

Tampa native was the key return in the trade that sent Evan Longoria to San Francisco last winter. 

UPTON OK 

Upton left the game in the sixth inning after Archer’s pitch hit him on the left hand, but initial X-rays 

showed no broken bones. Upton has been the Angels’ best hitter in May with seven homers and a 

majors-best 21 RBIs. 

SLUGGING SIMBA 

Andrelton Simmons reached base in his 24th consecutive game since April 19, extending the longest 

streak of his career with a fourth-inning single. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Rays: Adeiny Hechavarria left after grabbing his right hamstring while running to first base with the Rays’ 

first hit in the second inning. Joey Wendle replaced him. Hechavarria will be re-evaluated Friday. 

Angels: Reliever Keynan Middleton will have Tommy John surgery, dealing another big blow to a 

perennially injury-plagued pitching staff. Middleton earned six saves and established himself as LA’s 

closer in May, but left his last appearance after just 12 pitches last weekend. 

UP NEXT 

Rays: Blake Snell (4-3, 3.12 ERA) struggled in Baltimore last Sunday, allowing three homers. He lost his 

only previous start against the Angels in 2016. 

Angels: Nick Tropeano (1-2, 3.64 ERA) has been largely solid in his first five starts this season. He hasn’t 

faced the Rays since July 4, 2016. 

 

Angels’ Keynan Middleton says he’ll have Tommy John surgery 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Los Angeles Angels reliever Keynan Middleton will undergo Tommy John surgery 

on his right elbow, putting an early end to his second big-league season. 

Middleton confirmed his decision Thursday night. 

Middleton left a game against Minnesota last Sunday in the middle of an at-bat after 12 pitches. He had 

appeared in three games in four days after a stint on the disabled list with elbow inflammation. 
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Middleton was the Angels’ closer in April, recording six saves. He compiled a 2.04 ERA while allowing 

only four runs in 16 appearances. 

Instead, Middleton will become the fifth pitcher on the Angels’ current staff to undergo elbow ligament 

replacement surgery. He joins Andrew Heaney, Tyler Skaggs, Nick Tropeano and JC Ramirez, who was 

injured in April. 

 

                 FROM ESPN.COM       

Real or not? Mookie Betts has early lead over Mike Trout for AL MVP 

By David Schoenfield 

I live in Connecticut, and I get the local broadcasts for the Boston Red Sox, New York Yankees and New 
York Mets. That means I watch a lot of Red Sox, Yankees and Mets on my TV while watching other 
games on my computer screen. It seems every time I look up at the TV this season, Mookie Betts is 
getting another hit or stealing a base or making a great play on defense. 

He had another one of those games in Boston's 6-2 win over the Baltimore Orioles on Thursday. He 
went 3-for-4 with a walk, three stolen bases and two runs scored. He's now hitting .364 and slugging 
.734, and he's on pace for 48 homers, 59 doubles, 41 stolen bases and 169 runs scored. I mean, that's a 
career for some players. 

Earlier in the day, we ran a terrific story from Sam Miller on Mike Trout. The headline: "Mike Trout is on 
pace for the greatest season in MLB history." Sam does a great job of explaining why that's the case, as 
Trout's 3.5 WAR through the Angels' first 40 games put him on pace for 14.2 WAR, which would break 
Babe Ruth's single-season record of 14.1 in 1923. 

Sam wrote: "But Trout is also perfect for WAR. After all, it can be hard to feel confident about what that 
14.1 WAR meant for Ruth: How could that have been better than 60 home runs? We don't have to have 
any such doubts about Trout. We can see him, we can intuit him, we can break him down every day, and 
what almost all of us know is he's the greatest player in the world by a mile. The most convincing thing 
you can say about WAR is Trout leads the league in it every year. How do you design a more perfect stat 
than that?" 

I agree with everything in that paragraph. Here's the one catch, though: Has Trout even been the best 
player in the American League this season? 

Entering Wednesday, Trout did lead in Baseball-Reference WAR at 3.5. Francisco Lindor was next at 3.0, 
Betts at 2.9 and Jose Ramirez at 2.8. Betts will climb a little higher after Thursday's game. Over at 
FanGraphs, Ramirez led at 3.1, Betts was next at 3.0, with Trout at 2.9 and Lindor at 2.8. By the time you 
read this Friday morning, Betts will probably lead Ramirez. 

It all makes for what could be an MVP race for the ages, and that's before factoring in Aaron Judge or 
even Manny Machado (who will be hamstrung by playing for a lousy team, at least until he's traded). All 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/bos/boston-red-sox
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nyy/new-york-yankees
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33039/mookie-betts
http://www.espn.com/mlb/boxscore?gameId=380517102
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of these players have established a chance at an 8.0-WAR season. We've had just four seasons when at 
least four position players in the same league achieved that level of play, via the Baseball-Reference.com 
tabulation: 

1912 American League (5) -- Tris Speaker 10.1, Shoeless Joe Jackson 9.5, Home Run Baker 9.3, Ty Cobb 
9.2, Eddie Collins 8.8 

1964 National League (4) -- Willie Mays 11.0, Ron Santo 8.9, Dick Allen 8.8, Willie Davis 8.3 (and Frank 
Robinson just missed at 7.9) 

1997 National League (4) -- Larry Walker 9.8, Craig Biggio 9.4, Mike Piazza 8.7, Barry Bonds 8.2 

2004 National League (6) -- Bonds 10.6, Adrian Beltre 9.6, Scott Rolen 9.2, Albert Pujols 8.5, J.D. Drew 
8.3, Todd Helton 8.3 

Nobody remembers all those epic seasons in 2004 because that was the year Bonds broke baseball, 
hitting an insane .362/.609/.812 (!!!!). He collected only 24 of the 32 first-place MVP votes, however, as 
Beltre received six and Pujols and Rolen one apiece. 

Anyway, if the AL MVP vote were held today, I think Betts beats out the guy on pace for the greatest 
season ever. He leads Trout in home runs, runs, RBIs and has a big lead in batting average (.364 to .290) 
and slugging percentage (.734 to .600) and Betts' slight edge in FanGraphs WAR helps cancel out Trout's 
lead in Baseball-Reference WAR. 

You might ask why Trout leads Betts when Betts has the better offensive numbers across the board. Two 
things: (1) park effects (Fenway is a better hitter's park than Angel Stadium); (2) defense (Trout has plus-
6 Defensive Runs versus plus-2 for Betts and also gets a positional adjustment for playing the tougher 
defensive position). 

So with one quarter of the season gone, I'd put the MVP standings in the AL like this: 

1. Mookie Betts 

2. Mike Trout 

3. Francisco Lindor 

4. Jose Ramirez 

5. Aaron Judge 

Let's take a quick look at the other early awards races. 

AL Cy Young 

This is shaping up as another potential epic race given the starts of Justin Verlander and Gerrit Cole, plus 
the sub-2.50 ERAs from last year's top three: Corey Kluber, Chris Sale and Luis Severino. Charlie 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/3878/adrian-beltre
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6341/justin-verlander
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32081/gerrit-cole
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30981/corey-kluber
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30948/chris-sale
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33263/luis-severino
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29155/charlie-morton
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Morton has been dominant as well, although he hasn't pitched the innings of the other five. Verlander is 
certainly the early leader with his 1.05 ERA. 

1. Verlander 

2. Cole 

3. Sale 

4. Severino 

5. Kluber 

AL Rookie of the Year 

Is there another rookie in the league besides Shohei Ohtani? Could Ohtani enter the MVP discussion? 
Maybe, but I think that's a long shot, mostly because he hasn't played enough or pitched quite enough. 
His combined WAR so far is 1.3 (1.4 on FanGraphs). 

NL MVP 

This race is wide, wide open, especially with early WAR leader A.J. Pollocklanding on the disabled list and 
some of the usual suspects off to bad starts (Paul Goldschmidt), mediocre starts (Joey Votto) or out for 
the season (Corey Seager). 

I'd put Freddie Freeman as the early leader, as he's mashing to a .325/.435/.567 line. Note that Tommy 
Pham, my surprise preseason NL MVP pick, has been outstanding with a .302/.412/.535 line. He has 
been hitting leadoff, so the RBI total isn't up there, but he has been an outstanding all-around player. 

The two early surprises have been Ozzie Albies and Odubel Herrera. Albies leads the NL with 15 doubles 
and is tied with Bryce Harper with 13 home runs. His .320 OBP isn't what you typically see from MVP 
candidates, but if he keeps ripping extra-base hits at this rate, he could run into a Jimmy Rollins-type 
MVP-caliber season. Herrera had two more hits for the Phillies in their 6-2 victory over the Cardinals and 
is now hitting .361/.431/.558. Not bad for a guy who didn't start on Opening Day. 

NL MVP 

This race is wide, wide open, especially with early WAR leader A.J. Pollocklanding on the disabled list and 
some of the usual suspects off to bad starts (Paul Goldschmidt), mediocre starts (Joey Votto) or out for 
the season (Corey Seager). 

I'd put Freddie Freeman as the early leader, as he's mashing to a .325/.435/.567 line. Note that Tommy 
Pham, my surprise preseason NL MVP pick, has been outstanding with a .302/.412/.535 line. He has 
been hitting leadoff, so the RBI total isn't up there, but he has been an outstanding all-around player. 

The two early surprises have been Ozzie Albies and Odubel Herrera. Albies leads the NL with 15 doubles 
and is tied with Bryce Harper with 13 home runs. His .320 OBP isn't what you typically see from MVP 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29155/charlie-morton
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candidates, but if he keeps ripping extra-base hits at this rate, he could run into a Jimmy Rollins-type 
MVP-caliber season. Herrera had two more hits for the Phillies in their 6-2 victory over the Cardinals and 
is now hitting .361/.431/.558. Not bad for a guy who didn't start on Opening Day. 

 

                 FROM NBC SPORTS       

Keynan Middleton to undergo Tommy John surgery 

By Bill Baer 

On Monday, we learned that Angels closer Keynan Middleton was seeking a second opinion after being 
diagnosed with damage to his ulnar collateral ligament. That second opinion confirmed that Middleton 
will need season-ending Tommy John surgery. The Angels announced the news on Thursday, adding that 
the right-hander will meet with team doctors to discuss the timeline and a formal plan of care. 

Middleton, 24, showed flashes of greatness in his brief time as the Angels’ closer. He racked up six saves 
with a 2.04 ERA and a 16/9 K/BB ratio in 17 2/3 innings. His 2018 is finished and he likely won’t appear 
until late in the 2019 season at the earliest as well. 

Jim Johnson, Cam Bedrosian, Blake Parker, and Justin Anderson are all in the mix to handle save 
situations. The Angels haven’t had many opportunities while Middleton has been out so far as the club 
lost two games and won one in walk-off fashion. Anderson got the save on Monday. 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

Rays look for fifth straight win vs. Angels 

The Tampa Bay Rays have won four in a row heading into the second contest of their four-game series 
against the Los Angeles Angels on Friday night at Angel Stadium. 

By STATS 

The Tampa Bay Rays have won four in a row heading into the second contest of their four-game series 
against the Los Angeles Angels on Friday night at Angel Stadium. 

The Angels (25-19) lost the series opener 7-1 on Thursday night. 

"We're not firing on a lot of cylinders, and we're putting a lot of pressure on the pitchers," Angels 
manager Mike Scioscia said. 

Tampa Bay left-hander Blake Snell (4-3, 3.12 ERA) is scheduled to make the start for the Rays on Friday. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/game?gameId=380517124
https://mlb.nbcsports.com/2018/05/14/keynan-middleton-has-ucl-damage-to-get-second-opinion/
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http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/6126/blake-parker
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/9945/justin-anderson
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He made six consecutive quality starts in April and May, pitching at least six innings and giving up two 
runs or fewer, but took a step back Sunday at the Baltimore Orioles. 

He gave up three solo home runs in the second inning, which was as many as he had allowed in his 
previous six starts combined, and the Orioles continued to pour it on in the 17-1 victory. Snell gave up 
five runs in 3 1/3 innings. 

"I've got to clean it up,'' Snell told reporters after the loss. "I'm throwing in L.A. Friday, so I've got to get 
it going now and figure it all out and be ready to face that lineup, because they're good too." 

Snell, a supplemental first-round pick of the Rays in 2011, made his only appearance against the Angels 
as the starter on July 7, 2016. He gave up two runs and four hits in six innings of the 5-1 loss in Tampa 
Bay. 

Los Angeles Angels center fielder Mike Trout will try to pull out of the worst hitless streak of his career 
Friday night. 

Trout, a two-time AL MVP, is hitless in his past 19 at bats. 

To make matters worse, Angels left fielder Justin Upton left in the sixth inning after getting hit in the left 
arm by a pitch, but X-rays did not reveal any fractures, according to Fox Sports West. 

The Rays lost shortstop Adeiny Hechavarria in the second inning with a leg injury, which occurred while 
running to first on a single to left. 

Nick Tropeano will make his sixth start of the season for the Angels after going winless in his past four. 

Tropeano (1-2, 3.64) has been solid this month, however. He threw 6 1/3 shutout innings on May 1 
against the Baltimore Orioles, but missed out on a win when the bullpen squandered a 2-0 lead in the 
ninth before Los Angeles won in extra innings. 

He gave up three runs and five hits in six innings against the Minnesota Twins on Saturday, but the 
Angels lost 5-3 in 12 innings. 

Tropeano has made two career appearances against the Rays, both during the 2016 season. He allowed 
three runs and seven hits with 10 strikeouts in 5 1/3 innings of a 3-1 loss in Tampa Bay on May 8, and 
two runs and four hits in five innings of a 4-2 loss July 4. 

Rays first baseman Brad Miller homered off Tropeano in both games. 
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                 FROM BASEBALL ESSENTIAL      

How will the Angels use Shohei Ohtani in the playoffs? 

By Tom Dorsa 

Shohei Ohtani is a certified freak of nature. Doing things nobody has done in generations, the 23-year-
old rookie is thriving as a pitcher and a batter in 2018’s specialized major league landscape. If he stays 
healthy, he’s a shoe-in for the American League Rookie of the Year honors, and even on the team with 
the best player in the sport (Mike Trout), Ohtani deserves to be the game’s biggest story on the daily. 

As a hitter, he’s slashing .325/.366/.597 with five home runs, 16 runs batted in, and a 0.7 offensive 
bWAR after just 82 plate appearances. On the mound for the Los Angeles Angels, he’s 3-1 with a 3.58 
ERA, 43 strikeouts (11.8 per nine innings), a 1.102 WHIP, and an ERA+ of 118 after 32.2 innings of work. 
His talent borders on supernatural, and his ability to prosper in two roles — completely opposite of the 
other — is something to forever cherish. 

Nevertheless, anybody who watches postseason baseball, especially in today’s game, knows that the 
script for how to handle player deployment in the regular season goes right out the window in October. 
As starting pitching rotations shrink, you have starters pitching in relief, and with the importance of 
every individual at-bat being amplified, you see a slew of pinch-hitters and late-game defensive 
replacements. 

This wouldn’t normally apply to Ohtani, whose unique talents have led the Angels brass to implement 
playing restrictions and a six-man starting rotation. For example, the right-handed pitcher generally 
starts on Sunday afternoons specifically (four of his six starts thus far have come on Sundays, with his 
seventh tentatively scheduled for another Sunday game), and the left-handed batter does not appear in 
the lineup on days directly before or after his pitching day. 

Ohtani has not started a game on the hill without at least six days of rest in between starts. He has not 
started as the designated hitter in the Halos’ scorecard in the game before or after his pitching 
appearances. When you’re 23, a rookie, and just getting up to speed in North American ball, this way of 
acclimating yourself to the game is beneficial. 

As previously mentioned, though, nothing is the same in the playoffs as they are in the 162-game 
regular season. The way Ohtani will be used in the postseason — if the Angels, currently in a Wild Card 
spot in the AL, qualify — will be equal parts confusing, fun, and somewhat revolutionary. 

At this point, nobody — not Ohtani, anyone else in the dugout, or even manager Mike Scioscia — is 
completely sure of all the details of how his workload will change, so let’s pencil down some options and 
think about which will work best for Ohtani and the Angels, okay? Okay. 

Plan #1: Stick to the Script 

Ohtani has proven that both his bat and his arm are too valuable to keep out of the lineup. However, he 
is just 23, and Scioscia tends to overmanage his staff at times. It’s unlikely that the plan will be the same 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ohtansh01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/troutmi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseballessential.com/news/2018/05/11/is-shohei-ohtani-already-somewhat-underappreciated/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/sciosmi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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in the postseason — start in the rotation once a week, hit three times a week — but it also isn’t 
impossible. For me, a fan of chaos, I don’t like it. 

Plan #2: Oh, hey, 23-year-old rookie, you’re now our ace 

Ohtani has the best WHIP, best K/9, and fewest hits per nine innings of any Angels starter. Obviously the 
potential of playing in the Wild Card Game throws a wrench in the works, but there’s a chance that 
they’ll use Ohtani solely as a pitcher — their number-one pitcher, no less — and sacrifice his hitting for 
his excellence on the bump. I want to see Ohtani play two ways in the biggest games of the season, but 
still, that’d be pretty neat to have Ohtani as your ace. 

Plan #3: This sounds like a normal sentence: Top of The Order Catalyst Shohei Ohtani 

In a three-game series against the Houston Astros over the past few days, Ohtani has been hitting 
second behind Trout in the Angels’ batting lineup. It’s clear that his bat is far too valuable to be kept 
away from the dish, and/or shoved down the lineup in favor of guys like Albert Pujols or Zack Cozart. 
Does Scioscia agree, maybe even to the point of just making him a full-time hitter in the playoffs? 

Every postseason game is a do-or-die affair, and if Ohtani really is a precious, upscale hitting presence, 
you don’t want to keep a stick of lumber out of his hands, but if he’s hitting in every playoff game, he 
can’t pitch. Hmm. 

Plan #4: Welcome to Right Field, Bud 

Kole Calhoun has had such a miserable season that his OPS+ currently sits at 12. That’s not a typo — it’s 
12. The normal, everyday right-fielder is hitting .165, has struck out 39 times compared to just five 
walks, has just three extra base hits, and been worth -0.8 bWAR. Ohtani played a whole bunch of 
outfield in Nippon Professional Baseball, and even if Scioscia and crew stated in the offseason that he’s 
exclusively a DH and a pitcher, it might be worth a try. 

How this changes his pitching deployment is yet to be seen, but if he isn’t on the hill, you can place him 
in right field and hope for the best. It also allows you to use Pujols or Luis Valbuena as the DH. I’m not 
Scioscia (thankfully) but all things need to be considered. 

Plan #5: The Fireman (side note: he is also a hitter) 

In the playoffs, we often see starting pitchers fall into super relief roles, or as Andrew Miller is called, 
“The Fireman.” Ohtani could be that, and also a pinch-hitting, maybe DH, maybe right-field guy. There 
are a lot of moving parts in this plan, but imagine having a bench player that could provide both a timely 
hit in a late innings situation and a couple innings of relief work in the same series. 

This would involve benching Ohtani entirely, which seems ridiculous, but you could utilize his never-
before-seen two-way talent in a multitude of ways. He could be like Miller and Matt Stairs packaged 
into one dude, and hell, maybe he could relieve the starter and pinch hit in the same game. 

Plan #6: All Out Two-Way Chaos 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/pujolal01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cozarza01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/calhoko01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/v/valbulu01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=millean01,miller014and&search=Andrew+Miller&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Ohtani pitches and hits in every single playoff game. His arms fall off by Game 4 of the AL Divisional 
Series and he’s given a bat that he tucks in between his legs and swings at the ball with. 

Plan #7: Okay, alright, let’s actually make a plan 

Ohtani is just something else, and this seems like the most logical plan, so I saved it for last. That’s right, 
I made you read all the other stuff just to reach this conclusion. 

Treat him like a regular starter. Start him every four games, and if you need, use him in relief on short 
rest; even Justin Verlander and Clayton Kershaw appeared as relievers in the 2017 postseason. Ohtani 
clearly has the stuff to be a playoff starter, and like we’ve seen from many of MLB’s elite starting arms, 
he would be fine in a relief role. 

But alsoooooo, use him as a DH in every non-pitching game. Don’t have him take off before and after he 
starts; he’s too valuable to be taken off the scorecard. So, alright, here, it’s the AL Championship Series, 
we’re going seven games, and here’s Ohtani’s schedule: 

GAME 1: Designated hitter. 

GAME 2: Fine, you can start as the pitcher. Knock 'em dead. 

GAME 3: Designated hitter. 

GAME 4: Designated hitter. 

GAME 5: Designated hitter. 

GAME 6: Hey, look at that, Ohtani is pitching. 

GAME 7: Designated hitter. 

We know nothing of how Ohtani will be used in the playoffs, if his postseason debut even comes in 
2018. All we know is that things will get mighty interesting, and knowing Mike Scioscia, he’ll come up 
with a plan that wasn’t featured here and the Angels will lose in the Wild Card Game 11-0. Can’t wait. 

 

                 FROM CHICAGO SUN TIMES      

Baseball’s never been better, so why aren’t younger people watching? 

By Gene Lyons 

“God bless America!” I exclaimed to nobody, as the dog and cat watching the Red Sox game with me 
were napping. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/v/verlaju01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Pitcher Hector Velazquez had induced a timely double play, ending an Orioles scoring threat. Short to 
second to first; that is, Tzu-Wei Lin (Taiwan) to Brock Holt (Texas) to Hanley Ramirez (Dominican 
Republic.) 

Velazquez was signed out of the Mexican League. The Orioles batter was Tim Beckham, an African-
American infielder from Georgia. 

I was definitely conscious of the irony. “America’s pastime,” they used to call Major League Baseball. 
Today, it’s an international game. Athletes immigrate from all over the baseball-playing world. 

This season’s rookie phenom is the L.A. Angels’ Shohei Ohtani, a 23-year-old pitcher/designated hitter 
from Japan’s Nippon-Ham Fighters. Depending upon who’s pitching, Boston starts players from four or 
five countries every day. Many MLB teams do. The game’s among America’s most successful cultural 
exports. 

And yet inside the baselines, nothing essential has changed. It’s still the same mesmerizing, endlessly 
fascinating sport I watched as a small boy perched on a bar stool in Elizabethport, New Jersey, sipping 
ginger ale while my Uncle Tommy, just home from the Army, drank beer and played shuffleboard with 
his pals. Babysitting, Jersey style. 

I also played baseball, of course, day after day, year after year from age 8 until nobody had a uniform for 
me anymore. Over the years, I’ve participated in a number of competitive sports, but none has ever 
captured my imagination like baseball. 

I was a pitcher back then. Win or lose, you never forget the feeling. 

One of the best decisions of my life was to marry a baseball coach’s daughter. She gets it. Always has. 

Even so, to hear people tell it, the game is in trouble. Indeed, you rarely hear the “America’s pastime” 
trope used, except ironically. Rather like my own, people say, baseball’s days are numbered. 

“The greatest problem baseball confronts in the 21st century,” writes Susan Jacoby in her Yale 
University Press book “Why Baseball Matters,” “is that it derives much of its enduring appeal from a 
style of play and adherence to tradition very much at odds with our current culture … The demographic 
makeup of baseball’s typical television audience delineates the challenge: It has the oldest, whitest fan 
base of any major sport.” 

That’d be me, all right. 

And yeah, you read that correctly: Yale University Press. That’s probably symptomatic in itself. 

For Jacoby — whose 2008 book “The Age of American Unreason” lamented “a virulent mixture of anti-
rationalism and low expectations” eight full years before Donald J. Trump ran for president — baseball’s 
presumptive decline is a consequence of the nation’s taste for cheap melodrama. 

Never mind that the deciding game of the 2016 Chicago Cubs vs. Cleveland Indians World Series was the 
highest-rated televised game in 25 years. 
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Fewer millennials, women and African-Americans are among the fan base. Jacoby blames “the profound 
dissonance between a culture saturated with devices that offer instant gratification and a sport that 
requires intense, sustained concentration from its fans.” 

Well, maybe so, although intellectuals have worried over mass media’s bad effects upon the public mind 
since the invention of the printing press. I don’t recall that my youthful passion for the game was terribly 
sophisticated. Nor do you meet a lot of intellectuals in big-league dugouts. Baseball thinkers, yes, but 
that’s a very different thing. 

Indeed, I’d argue that the main effect of electronic media upon baseball has been to make it more 
available and in vastly superior formats. Some years ago, the Cubs celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
Chicago baseball on TV by broadcasting successive innings in the style of each decade from the 1940s 
onward. The wonder was that anybody watched back in the black-and-white, ginger-ale, fixed-camera 
era. 

Today’s high-definition broadcasts, with their close-ups, multiple angles, slow-motion replays and more 
knowledgeable commentary strike me as infinitely superior to the good old days. It’s also possible to 
mute the commercials or skip them entirely, so Jacoby’s correct that complaints about the games’ 
duration are a distraction. A 30-second pitch clock, limit meetings on the mound, why not? But no 
further. 

You can learn a lot of baseball on TV if you pay attention, but you do need to pay attention. Jacoby’s 
definitely right about that. It’s possible to enjoy basketball or football without particularly understanding 
the rules. But watching baseball properly is more like reading a novel — precisely what I love about it. 

Also, there’s no finer refuge from the crazy-making obsessions of the age than a well-played baseball 
game: three blessed hours in which one can be confident that he-who-need-not-be-mentioned, won’t 
be. 

The era when baseball held a near-monopoly over sports fans’ imaginations is gone forever. It’s never 
coming back. That said, Jacoby’s right that baseball needs more MLB-sponsored youth leagues. 

Get more kids playing, and fan demographics will take care of themselves. 

 

                 FROM LARRY BROWN SPORTS     

Mike Trout fighting through worst hitting slump of his career 

By Steve DelVecchio 

The Los Angeles Angels have lost quite a few games over the past week or so, and the way Mike Trout 

has looked at the plate is a big reason for that. In fact, this is the worst Trout has been over a several-

game stretch throughout his entire career. 
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Trout went 0-for-4 with two strikeouts in a 7-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Rays on Thursday night. While he’s 

still hitting .290 on the season, the six-time All-Star does not have a hit in his last six games and has just 

one in the last eight. As Jeff Fletcher of the Orange County Register notes, Trout’s 0-for-19 slump is the 

worst of his career. 

Obviously, Trout is going to come around. It’s only a matter of time before he belts three homers in a 

game and goes on a 15-game hitting streak, but it’s definitely unusual to see him looking so lost at the 

plate. Perhaps the slugger needs more of his special dugout juice to bust out of the slump. 

 

          FROM DESERET DEWS       

Bees pick on San Francisco Giants star Hunter Pence in wild 12-11 win over 
Sacramento 

By Trent Wood 

SALT LAKE CITY – After an offense-heavy April, with many a corresponding victory, the Salt Lake Bees 
went through a funk of sorts to kick off May. 

Nowhere was that more evident than in their most recent series against the Fresno Grizzlies. Salt Lake 
lost three of the four games in that series and struggled to score throughout, never producing more 
than four runs in a contest. 

A return home to Smith’s Ballpark Thursday night put an end to those struggles. 

Led by Chris Carter, who went 4-for-5 with a double and three RBIs, the Bees defeated Hunter Pence 
and the Sacramento River Cats 12-11 in an offense-heavy affair. 

“They have just been putting the work in,” Bees manager Keith Johnson said. “Obviously everybody goes 
through lulls in the season and as a group we are not hitting our best, but guys are starting to find their 
footing again. 

“We’ve got some guys that can really do some special things and they’ve been finding things that they 
need to do to be successful.” 

FLETCHING: You would be hard-pressed to find a Bees player who has been more on his game through 
the first 40 games of the season than infielder David Fletcher. The Orange County, California native has 
been fantastic this season, particularly in games against Sacramento. 

In seven games against the River Cats, prior to Thursday’s contest, Fletcher was hitting .406 with eight 
doubles and six RBIs. 

The Angels prospect was even better in his eighth appearance against Sacramento and finished 3 for 4 at 
the plate, with two doubles, an RBI and two runs scored. 

http://larrybrownsports.com/baseball/mike-trouts-dugout-drink-space-jam-secret-stuff/439972
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Before the season, at Bees media day, Fletcher told the Deseret News that he wanted to see some 
improvement at the plate this year, his second in Salt Lake. 

“For me I just want to see some overall improvement,” said Fletcher. “I want to be more consistent at 
the plate. I want to try and stay even all year.” 

So far so good. 

ROUGH REHAB: Pence manned left field for the River Cats as part of his rehab stint for an injured 
thumb, and the Bees saw fit to put him through the ringer. 

Salt Lake hitters routinely drove the ball into left field, forcing Pence to make play after play. 

Of the Bees 17 hits, 13 went to Pence, all before the end of the fifth inning. 

No Bees batters had more fondness for the grass in left than Fletcher and Carter. All three of Fletcher's 
hits went to left, including both doubles. 

As for Carter, the slugger, somewhat humorously, hit three singles to Pence, while his RBI double in the 
fifth was driven to deep left-center field. 

BEELINES 

Bees - 12 

River Cats - 11 

In short: The Bees, led by Chris Carter and David Fletcher, had one of their most impressive offensive 
showings of the year, despite not hitting a single home run. 

Record: 24-17 

Up Next: Sacramento RHP Dereck Rodriguez (3-0, 3.13) at Salt Lake City RHP Parker Bridwell (0-0, 9.31), 
Friday, 6:35  

https://www.deseretnews.com/article/865697397/Salt-Lake-Bees-enter-season-with-a-wealth-of-old-and-young-talent-and-a-newfound-long-ball.html

