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The Athletic 
How the Cubs are looking at the trade deadline right now  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
ST. LOUIS — The Cubs don’t have another prospect like Gleyber Torres or the same obvious need for an 
Aroldis Chapman or the sense of history and urgency that compelled them to make that blockbuster 
deal with the New York Yankees in the summer of 2016. 
 
The Cubs also don’t have the World Series hangover that dragged down parts of last season and forced 
president of baseball operations Theo Epstein to push some clubhouse buttons and think about selling 
short-term assets like Jake Arrieta and Wade Davis. 
 
Now the Cubs don’t know what they’re going to do at the July 31 trade deadline. 
 
“Really, it’s not an evasive answer or a boring answer,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “It’s the truth.” 
 
The Cubs showed why before, during and after Friday night’s 13-5 win over the St. Louis Cardinals in 
front of a sellout crowd at Busch Stadium. Yu Darvish threw another bullpen session that made 
returning before the All-Star break sound realistic. Jon Lester feels completely different than he did at 
this time last year and looks like a Game 1 starter in a playoff rotation. 
 
The boom-or-bust offense exploded and knocked out Michael Wacha in the fifth inning. With his parents 
in town for Father’s Day weekend, Kris Bryant homered for the first time since May 14. Kyle Schwarber 
crushed a ball to center field that traveled an estimated 465 feet, the third-longest homer by an 
opposing player at Busch Stadium III, which sounds cool until you realize all the other moments on his 
personal playoff highlight reel. 
 
After watching Javier Báez draw two unintentional walks, manager Joe Maddon said: “Magnificent. I was 
calling for the ball after the first one. After the second ball, I thought it was going right to Cooperstown.” 
 
“Our offense will be fine,” said Lester (8-2, 2.28 ERA). “Our defense and the back end of our bullpen 
have done an unbelievable job of keeping us in these games. If we can contribute as a starting five, it’s 
even better. And then you have the games where our guys get feeling sexy about themselves and score 
some runs. 
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“I don’t have any concerns as far as inside this clubhouse.” 
 
This changed the subject coming off back-to-back shutouts against the Milwaukee Brewers at Miller 
Park. But the day-to-day overreactions miss all the insurance policies and how this team is built to 
withstand 162 games. 
 
The Cubs are a National League team that would be ready if baseball commissioner Rob Manfred 
unilaterally added the designated hitter tomorrow. The Cubs haven’t completely ruled out the idea of a 
six-man rotation once Darvish (right triceps tendinitis) feels healthy. The Cubs have created a Triple-A 
Iowa shuttle to keep their bullpen fresh. 
 
This isn’t saying the Cubs are a super-team planning another parade down Michigan Avenue. It’s 
acknowledging they always try to run through worst-case scenarios and will be prepared to move in any 
direction. 
 
“I don’t think right now we know exactly what we may need,” Hoyer said. “What we may need on July 
31 may be totally different than what we know sitting here right now. I do think that right now the 
answers are here. We have enough depth offensively. We have the right position players. We have 
pieces internally. Now, that might not be the answer in six weeks. But I think that’s the answer today.” 
The Cubs can already see the reinforcements coming. Darvish (4.95 ERA in eight starts) can take his time 
and still rejoin the rotation before the All-Star break (July 16-18) and show everyone why the Cubs made 
a $126 million investment. 
 
“There’s a path for that,” Hoyer said. “That path would have to be really smooth. I think everything 
would have to go right. But I do think that there is certainly a path to be back before the break.” 
 
The Cubs obviously aren’t going to anoint Mike Montgomery (1.14 ERA) after four starts or bury Tyler 
Chatwood (58 walks in 63.1 innings) less than halfway through the first season of a three-year, $38 
million contract. But Hoyer said “common sense” will guide the Cubs while making a decision on 
Montgomery, the lefty swingman who publicly lobbied for the chance to be in the rotation without 
actually demanding a trade. 
 
“This guy’s pitching so incredibly well,” Hoyer said. “Now, I would be careful not to take what I said and 
turn it into someone’s losing a rotation spot, either. We have the ability to do many different things. But 
I would say we’ve obviously noticed what Mike’s done. He’s grabbed this opportunity and run with it. 
We’ll use common sense when it comes to what we do with him in the future.” 
 
The bullpen looked shaky whenever Montgomery moved into the rotation last year, but the Cubs are 
still stacked with lefties and can afford to be patient with right-handed setup guy Carl Edwards Jr. 
Edwards (shoulder inflammation) played catch on Friday and will need at least one more long-toss 
session before throwing off a mound again. Both Edwards and Darvish will need minor-league rehab 
assignments. 
 
“The important thing with both these guys is we get them healthy and get them right,” Hoyer said, 
“because we’re hoping to play for seven months and we want to make sure that there’s no setbacks. In 
both cases, we’re trying to be as cautious as possible and use the time to make sure we get these guys 
really to 100 percent.” 
 
Shutting down Adbert Alzolay (strained lat muscle) for the rest of this season took one interesting name 
off their 2018 depth chart – probably the first prospect other teams would ask about in trade talks. But 



 
as lefty Drew Smyly recovers from Tommy John surgery, the Cubs hope he can be back on a big-league 
mound in August. 
 
Look at what Dillon Maples has done in his past eight appearances with Iowa — zero runs, 16 strikeouts, 
two walks — and you understand why the Cubs think his ceiling could be as another Pedro Strop. Dakota 
Mekkes — a 10th-round pick out of Michigan State in the 2016 draft who’s listed at 6-foot-7, 250 
pounds — recently got promoted to Iowa and now has 155 strikeouts in 120 career innings in the 
minors. 
 
The Cubs neared the end of last June more focused on their second White House trip within six months. 
Acquiring another catcher wasn’t a priority. And then the Washington Nationals ran wild on Arrieta and 
Miguel Montero, who talked his way off the team as the Cubs brass tried to shake up the clubhouse. 
 
The Cubs (39-27) remained 1 1/2 games behind the Brewers (42-27) and won’t discount the Cardinals 
(36-31), knowing this isn’t a year to go into the All-Star break with a losing record and wish for another 
José Quintana trade. 
 
“We were coming at it at that time from a different angle because we were struggling,” Hoyer said. “But 
I think we saw it last year as a three-team race, and certainly we see it this year as it’s very much going 
to be a race all year. There’s a huge benefit to winning the division. We have to view it through that lens. 
That’s the lens of reality.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Cubs shut down Adbert Alzolay and rewrite plans for their top pitching prospect  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
ST. LOUIS — The breakthrough season Adbert Alzolay hoped for is already over. The Cubs have shut 
down their top pitching prospect and ruled him out of the National League pennant race or even a 
return to Triple-A Iowa in 2018. 
 
General manager Jed Hoyer made that announcement before the beginning of a big weekend series 
against the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium, in the Friday late-afternoon/early-evening window 
when corporations dump bad news. 
 
Though Alzolay’s strained lat muscle isn’t expected to require surgery, the timing and extent of the 
injury ended his season. Upon further medical review, Alzolay, who went on the disabled list May 30, 
won’t be able to get through the prescribed rest/recovery period and then ramp up his throwing 
program in time to be ready again this year. 
 
Once he’s cleared, the Cubs will decide if Alzolay should next pitch in the Arizona Fall League, 
instructional league or winter ball. It’s a detour for a player the Cubs wanted to fast track this year, 
sensing his long-term potential as a rare homegrown starting pitcher with leadership skills. 
 
“It’s a setback for 2018,” Hoyer said. “But we don’t see it as a setback for his career. We love the 
makeup. We love the stuff. We think he’s going to help us a lot in the future. But obviously there was a 
setback. He’ll need some development over the course of the winter — and then development in the 
minor leagues next year — because he missed a lot of time.” 
 



 
The Cubs also hoped Alzolay might emerge as an X-factor for Joe Maddon’s bullpen at some point this 
season. During his first eight career starts at the Triple-A level, Alzolay had dominating stretches and 
growing pains, going 2-4 with a 4.76 ERA. After an ankle issue kept him back in extended spring training 
in Arizona, Alzolay took a no-hitter into the sixth inning in two of his first three starts. 
 
Alzolay, who originally signed with the Cubs as a teenager out of Venezuela, is still only 23 years old and 
already on the 40-man roster. But in terms of short-term planning, his absence will be one of many 
variables the Cubs will consider before the July 31 trade deadline. 
 
“With him, we had our eyes on two different things,” Hoyer said. “Finishing off his development and 
then whether he was going to be able to help us. He was certainly trending in that direction. We’re 
going to be on the lookout for depth in the rotation, depth in the bullpen, no matter what. But this kind 
of underscores that a little bit.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Why is Cubs star Kris Bryant struggling to hit for power? 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
All players slump. Even the stars. Well, maybe not Mike Trout, but the rest of them are human. 
 
Paul Goldschmidt had a 48 wRC+ in May. So far in June, he’s delivered a 286 wRC+. Aaron Judge has put 
together an MVP-like season, but this month he’s only at an 87 wRC+. Some issues last a week or two, 
others a few months. But most of the time, these MVP-caliber players find a way to right the ship. 
 
But the suddenly struggling Kris Bryant need not peruse the rosters of other teams for inspiration. All he 
has to do is look to his left in the Wrigley Field clubhouse at his friend and teammate, Anthony Rizzo. 
Rizzo looked lost in April, delivering a 32 wRC+ for the month, the worst of his Cubs career. But with a 
positive attitude and the belief that he’d get out of his rut, Rizzo kept at it and once again is looking like 
himself at the plate. 
 
At the time, Rizzo talked about how his early struggles in San Diego felt like the end of the world. Now 
he understands this is all part of the game. The 162-game baseball season is built to wear you down and 
weed out the weak. Bryant is similarly grounded. 
 
“It’s just the ebb and flow of the game,” Bryant recently said. “Sometimes it’ll just continue to eat you 
up and you just gotta go with it and realize that things always turn around. It’s easy to get ready and be 
happy when you’re successful. But I think it’s even more important to learn how to deal with times 
where things aren’t going your way. You can’t just go back in the dugout and pout and throw your 
helmet. It’s important to learn from it and realize that everybody struggles in this game at any given 
moment. You look around the league and someone is struggling. It’s not fun. But it’s really where you 
find out what you’re made of.” 
 
Bryant heads into this weekend’s series against the St. Louis Cardinals in an 0-for-16 slump. He sat on 
the bench in Wednesday’s 1-0 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers, as manager Joe Maddon hoped two full 
days off would give his star the mental break needed to reset for another important series. 
 
Even with this recent slump, Bryant is posting a 136 wRC+, good for 11th in the National League. The 
problem hasn’t been merely a lack of hits — outside of this recent o-fer stretch spanning just parts of 
five games, including his final at-bat in a game which he started out 3-for-3 — Bryant actually was hitting 



 
.330 in a stretch of 20 games heading into Saturday’s matchup with Pittsburgh. But it’s been Bryant’s 
lack of power that’s actually a concern. The slugging third baseman last hit a home run on May 14 and in 
his 24 games since, he’s managed just seven doubles. His ISO during that span is .068 and it’s dropped 
from .305 to .199. It’s his worst power outage since his rookie season, in which it took him 21 games to 
hit his first career home run. But if he pulls out of it soon, it won’t look dissimilar to a power slump he 
went through during his MVP 2016 season. 
 
“I look back on it, I haven’t been getting great pitches to hit,” Bryant said. “It’s been corners. Sometimes 
you gotta look at that too and realize the pitchers are just doing their job finding a way to get you out on 
good pitches. As frustrating as that is, they’re paid to get us out. Sometimes that’s just the way it goes.” 
 
Pitchers are attacking Bryant differently over the last month. Here’s how it looked this season through 
May 14. 
 
And over the last 24 games: 
 
There is a significant drop in the number of pitches Bryant is seeing on the inner half of the plate and 
further in. Historically, Bryant feasts on those pitches. 
 
But it’s not just location that’s changed, it’s pitch type as well. Bryant was seeing 56.7 percent hard stuff 
(two-seam, four-seam and cutters) and 28.5 percent breaking balls (sliders and curveballs) through May 
14. Since then, the hard stuff has dropped to 53.9 percent and the breaking balls have jumped to 34.2 
percent. Five of Bryant’s seven home runs have come off hard stuff and he’s hitting .338 with a .549 
slugging percentage against those pitches. Against sliders and curves, he’s hitting .156 with a .297 
slugging and just one home run. 
 
Bryant has hit breaking balls in the past with varying degrees of success. But this season, pitchers seem 
to believe that’s the best way to get him out. Not a bad idea when you can avoid going to a four-seamer 
anywhere near the zone. Looking at what he’s swinging at during this rough stretch and prior to it, 
Bryant is chasing up a bit more often and down and away significantly more as well. 
 
“Just finding a way to swing at the right pitches and trying not to force something,” Bryant said. “It’s all 
about being patient. That’s who I am. The last three or four games haven’t been great, but I think there’s 
a lot of people who would want to be in my shoes. Sometimes it’s all about perspective and how you 
look at things. It’s hard when the scoreboard’s right in front of your face. My expectations are really 
high. That’s the greatest and worst thing in the world. That’s how I look at it.” 
 
Bryant likely knows much of what is causing his struggles. There are few who are as in tune with their 
swing and what they’re trying to do at the plate. He’s usually well aware of how pitchers are trying to 
attack him and adjustments often come quickly. 
 
It’s important to dispel a few potential causes for his sudden lack of power. Some wonder whether 
Bryant getting hit by a pitch to the head in Colorado has something to do with it. But in the 15 games 
after he returned from that beaning, Bryant slugged .644 with a crazy .407 ISO. Others wonder if new 
hitting coach Chili Davis has done something to change Bryant’s swing and keep him from driving the 
ball. But established players who are wildly successful like Bryant and Rizzo don’t often go to the hitting 
coach to make crazy changes. If they’re slumping, the hitting coaches are there to give advice and point 
out issues the hitter may not see. But players like Bryant and Rizzo, who have been around a while and 
found sustained success, are basically their own hitting coaches unless they really need major 
adjustments. 
 



 
Bryant’s desire to strike out less leading to power issues doesn’t line up either. Last season, Bryant 
struck out at a 19.2 percent rate and posted a .242 ISO. This year, his ISO has dropped to .199 so far and 
his strikeout rate has actually ticked up to 19.3 percent. And as his ISO has dipped, Bryant’s strikeout 
rate has actually risen over the course of the year. What seems to be happening is that Bryant is chasing 
some of those breaking balls pitchers are feeding him, leading to more swing and miss or weak contact. 
 
Essentially, Bryant is doing exactly what pitchers want him to do. In order to reverse this trend, he’s 
going to have to stop chasing those pitches and force the opposition to give him more fastballs in the 
zone. Once that happens, a power surge should come as well. Bryant has never been one to chase bad 
pitches for too long of a stretch, so it’s not hard to see him coming out of this slump in short order. 
 
Through it all, Bryant seems to have a better perspective on it than anyone else. Observers may feel the 
need to panic, but the player can never do that, lest he find himself in an even deeper hole. 
 
“It’s okay to slump,” Bryant said. “As hitters, it’s gonna happen. And this has been 15 at-bats, something 
like that. Sure, before that I wasn’t feeling great either, but I was hitting .300. If I’m complaining about 
that, then I got big problems. This is where you learn the most about yourself and what drives you. What 
are you going to do? I still have those feelings in my gut before the game and know they’re there. Which 
is a good thing, because I want to go out there and do well. The day those aren’t there, I shouldn’t be 
playing. I come to the field excited every day that there’s a chance I could do something that nobody’s 
ever done before. That’s what keeps me going.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs top Cards with 14 hits, including 3 HRs  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Left-hander Jon Lester watched the Cubs' last two games against the Brewers, both shutout 
losses. But he wasn't worried that his teammates wouldn't show up on Friday night in the first game of a 
three-game series against the Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 
 
"I think the biggest thing we can do is when stuff like [the losses] happens, these guys show up the next 
day like it never happened," Lester said. "I think that's what's key. You can dwell on it that day, that 
night, but the next day, when you show up to the field ... it's hard, but you try to leave it behind you and 
get after it on that particular day. We did that today. Guys had great at-bats. Obviously, when you're 
able to hit the ball over the fence, that helps." 
 
The Cubs did just that in their 13-5 win over the Cardinals. Kris Bryant and Kyle Schwarber both found 
their home run swings, Ian Happ added a solo shot and Lester even drove in a run with a squeeze bunt. 
 
"That might be the best stuff he's had all year, from my angle," manager Joe Maddon said of Lester. 
"You can see the hitters' reaction to the pitch -- it was there, the velocity was there. He just continues to 
trend in the right direction." 
 
Lester went six innings and scattered five hits, including Marcell Ozuna's home run with one out in the 
Cardinals' fourth. The homer snapped Lester's string of scoreless innings at 18. Matt Carpenter also 
connected off Lester leading off the sixth. 
 
The Cubs staged their own home run derby. Happ led off the third inning with a homer, the first run 
scored by the Cubs after they were shut out in back-to-back games by the Brewers. Bryant, who had 



 
gone homerless for a career-high 24 games, ended that skid with a two-run shot that same inning. 
Bryant added an RBI single in the fifth and a sacrifice fly in the seventh; the four RBIs are a season high. 
 
"I think we played a complete game offensively tonight," Maddon said. "That's what we're striving to do. 
I want homers, I want singles, I want movement of runners, I want good bunts, I want playing offense. 
We did it tonight, and you have to do that against a really good pitcher like [Michael Wacha]." 
 
All three Cubs homers came off Wacha, who was charged with nine runs (eight earned) over four-plus 
innings. 
 
"They were all elevated, middle of the plate," Wacha said of the home run pitches. "I just have to do a 
better job of locating and getting it where I need it to go." 
 
Schwarber's monster homer -- his first since June 1 -- landed in straightaway center with two on and 
sparked a six-run fifth. 
 
"I think for us it was more about focusing on us going out and getting our pitch," Schwarber said. 
"[Wacha] has got a really good fastball and really good stuff, period, and he doesn't make many 
mistakes. We tried to capitalize on those mistakes and we did." 
With the win, the Cubs are 13-5 in their last 18 games, but 2-4 against the Cardinals. 
 
"When we come here and play the Cardinals and see the red and blue and the fans going crazy, it does 
make it a little different," Bryant said. "We realize it's going to be a dogfight from here on out with the 
Brewers and Cardinals. It's nice to start off the series with a win." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Welcome back: The Cubs' offense has been scuffling, with two homers in seven games from June 7-13, 
but they hit two in the third on Friday. Happ led off the inning with his ninth homer of the season. One 
out later, Albert Almora Jr. singled to set up Bryant's homer and give the Cubs a 3-0 lead. Busch Stadium 
is special to Happ -- he made his Major League debut there on May 13, 2017. 
 
Chipping in: The Cubs had runners at first and third and one out in the fourth when Lester bunted 
toward third. Javier Baez, who was on third, scored on the play, and Lester reached second when the 
throw from catcher Yadier Molina sailed into right. Almora added a sacrifice fly to open a 5-0 lead. 
 
"It worked," Lester said of his bunt. "Obviously, Javy's on third. When I got it down, I didn't initially think 
it was good enough. Javy down there, he gets incredible jumps. He's an unbelievable baserunner, 
athlete. That helps." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Lester earned his 167th career win, and is now tied with Mike Flanagan for 51st all-time among left-
handed pitchers. Lester is three behind Ron Guidry (170 wins). 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Magnificent. I was calling for the ball after the first one. The second ball was going right to 
Cooperstown, as far as I was concerned." -- Maddon, on Baez, who drew two unintentional walks in a 
game for the first time this season 
 
Wacha hit a grounder to shortstop Addison Russell to open the Cardinals' third and was called out at 
first. But the Cardinals challenged the ruling, and after a review, the call was overturned and Wacha was 
credited with a single. 



 
 
Wacha was forced at second one batter later, then Cubs catcher Willson Contreras fired to first baseman 
Anthony Rizzo to pick off Harrison Bader. The Cardinals challenged the call, but after a review, it was 
confirmed and Bader was out to end the inning. 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Kyle Hendricks will start Game 2 of the series against the Cardinals. He has lost three in a 
row, and did not pitch past the fifth inning in any of those outings. Hendricks is 1-1 in five career starts 
at Busch Stadium, where he has not pitched since last Sept. 28. Carlos Martinez will take the hill for St. 
Louis. First pitch will be at 7:15 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant snaps homerless streak with 2-run blast  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Kris Bryant spent Friday watching golf with his dad, Mike, who came to town to celebrate 
Father's Day. They may want to do that again on Saturday. 
 
Bryant slugged a two-run homer with one out in the third inning off the Cardinals' Michael Wacha on 
Friday night for his first home run since May 14 in the Cubs' 13-5 win. The blast ended his homerless 
streak at a career-high 24 games; he drove in two more runs, on an RBI single in the fifth and a sacrifice 
fly in the seventh for a season-high four RBIs. 
 
Bryant wasn't the only homer-happy Cub. Kyle Schwarber launched a monster three-run shot in the 
fifth, and Ian Happ set up Bryant's homer with a leadoff homer in the third. Schwarber's homer was his 
12th of the season and first since June 1. It also was his fourth homer with an exit velocity of 110 mph 
this season. 
 
"Obviously, the home run was instrumental, but we did other things, too," manager Joe Maddon said. "I 
think we played a complete game offensively tonight. That's what we're striving to do. I want homers, I 
want singles, I want movement of runners, I want good bunts, I want playing offense. We did it tonight, 
and you have to do that against a really good pitcher like [Wacha]." 
 
The Cubs don't feel Bryant is pressing, although he was given Wednesday and Thursday off -- what 
Maddon likes to call "spa days" -- and began the night 0-for-16 before striking out in his first at-bat on 
Friday. 
 
"He's the least of our concerns," general manager Jed Hoyer said prior to Friday's game. "He's so steady 
that when he does go through a slump, we all react because we're not used to it. I think mentally he's 
pretty even-keeled. He has his moments of frustration. He'll get back to where he normally is. To me 
that's a good thing -- we're due for some pretty good hot streaks from some guys." 
 
Maddon inserted Bryant back in the No. 2 spot simply because he's done it before. 
 
"I know there's going to be plenty more times in my career when [I have a homerless streak], and it's all 
part of the journey," Bryant said. "As much as we hate it as players, everybody goes through it at some 
point in their careers. It's nothing new to me. On the surface it might look like everything has been 
peachy and pretty easy for me, but it never felt easy." 
 



 
Cubs starter Jon Lester, who picked up the win, tried to reassure everyone that Bryant will be fine. 
 
"I think any time you have a guy like that who has such high expectations of not only himself but other 
people outside of the baseball world, I think he feels that," Lester said. "He feels pressure from his 
teammates, he feels pressure from himself. He wants to perform and do well every night, and when he 
doesn't, it seems like it keeps adding on, and that rock on his back gets a little bigger every time. I felt he 
had some really good at-bats tonight." 
 
But Lester also made a point of telling Bryant how much he appreciated a defensive play in the second 
inning, when Bryant stopped a ball hit by Luke Voit. Bryant was charged with an error, but still he kept 
the ball in front of him and the Cardinals had runners at first and second, not second and third. 
 
"He'll be fine swinging the bat," Lester said. "That's why we all have baseball cards. At the end of the 
year, he'll probably have 30 [homers] and 100 [RBIs]. I don't think anyone is too worried about it." 
 
The key to getting Bryant back on track? 
 
"Rest. Rest," Maddon said. "Rest in this game cures everything. Rest." 
 
It also helps to see his family. 
 
"It's just nice to have [my dad] around and my mom, too," Bryant said. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs shut down top prospect Alzolay  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Cubs top prospect Adbert Alzolay was considered a candidate for a late-season callup. 
Instead the 23-year-old right-hander, who last pitched for Triple-A Iowa on May 29, will not pitch the 
rest of the season -- and may not do so until possibly the fall -- to heal a strained right lat, general 
manager Jed Hoyer said on Friday. 
 
"After seeing doctors, there's no operation necessary, but the inactivity period is going to be long 
enough that by the time he ramps back up again, he probably won't be helpful and able to pitch for us 
this year," Hoyer said. "It's a bad break for him and for the club, but the good news is it wasn't serious 
enough to need surgery." 
 
Alzolay threw four shutout innings in his last start, on May 29, and struck out three. In eight starts at 
Iowa, he struck out 27 and walked 13 over 39 2/3 innings, compiling a 4.76 ERA. 
 
Alzolay is currently resting in Arizona; the team will re-evaluate him later in the year and decide whether 
he will pitch in the Instructional League or Arizona Fall League, or possibly winter ball. 
 
The Cubs had penciled in Alzolay to help late this season, but now they're looking elsewhere. 
"With him, we had our eyes on two different things -- his development and obviously whether he'd be 
able to help us," Hoyer said. "He was certainly trending in that direction. We'll be on the lookout for 
depth in the rotation, depth in the bullpen no matter what. This underscores that a little bit. 
 



 
"It's a setback for 2018, but we don't see it as a setback for his career. We love the makeup, love the 
stuff. We think he'll help us a lot in the future. Obviously, there's a setback and he'll need some 
development over the course of the winter and in the Minor Leagues because he will have missed a lot 
of time." 
 
• Right-hander Yu Darvish, on the disabled list with inflammation in his right triceps, threw 35 pitches in 
his second bullpen session on Friday at Busch Stadium. 
 
"You don't want to put too much importance into every single bullpen session, but he continues to feel 
good and we continue to move in the right direction," Hoyer said. 
 
There is no timetable for Darvish's return, but he may be able to pitch before the All-Star break. 
 
"I think there's a path to that," Hoyer said. "I think the path would have to be really smooth and 
everything would have to go right, but I do think there's a path to get back before the break." 
 
Carl Edwards Jr., sidelined with inflammation in his right shoulder, played catch on Friday for the third 
time since going on the DL and has yet to throw off a mound. 
 
"The important thing from both these guys is that we get them healthy and get them right," Hoyer said. 
"We're hoping to play seven months, and we're hoping for no setbacks. In both cases we're trying to be 
as cautious as possible." 
 
• Cubs top Draft pick Nico Hoerner was finishing his final exams at Stanford this week, so he has yet to 
finalize his contract with the team. He still has to take a physical as well. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Glanville: What we lose when playing the percentages  
By Doug Glanville 
 
After a spectacular outing in his last start, Kyle Hendricks is on the mound again tonight against the rival 
Cardinals. Although bitten more often than usual by the homerun this year, last time out, he recovered 
quickly after a first inning leadoff homerun by Josh Harrison of the Pirates. The result of this recovery 
was a line score of 5 IP 3 H 1 ER 2 BB 4Ks. 
 
He gave up two hits over five innings after the homerun. No runs. 
But as the National League has it, Hendricks was due to hit in the bottom of the fifth inning when the 
Cubs had two runners on base, and manager Joe Maddon seeing the cavalcade of lefties coming up for 
the Pirates in the 6th, elected to pinch hit for the right-handed pitching Hendricks. He reasonably 
explained the elements at play, considering offense and defense in his decision. 
 
It did not work out for the Cubs as the numbers would have suggested. The lefty-lefty matchup of 
Duensing v. Pirates imploded in the sixth inning. Four runs later, the Cubs were in a deep hole. Baseball 
happened. 
 
We know hindsight is crystal clear. Yet we want to be able to look to the future, and apply that hindsight 
effectively. There will be many moments tonight when Maddon will have to weigh key factors to decide 
Hendricks’ fate for the good of the team. 
 



 
Today, the numbers are king in baseball’s chess game. There are many other pieces on the board, but as 
the information pours in that allow us to make more informed decisions, we cannot ignore it. Similar to 
instant replay, once the technology was there, available to all of us, we had to use it in a way that 
enhances the game and our chances to get the call right. We could no longer pretend millions of fans did 
not have cell phones to see the right call with their own eyes (or could see on the big screen), just as we 
cannot deny our ability to know the difference between high and low percentage moments in a baseball 
game with all of the information at our disposal. We have data out to many decimal places now on just 
about everything. 
 
Hendricks supported Maddon’s choice to pinch hit for him. He did not provide juicy controversial quotes 
or play into the false bravado of “you need to rip the ball out of my hand every game” storyline. Even if 
he wanted the chance to continue the roll he was on over the five innings after that leadoff homerun, 
which I am sure he did. Today, players are armed with information which often explains any decision. In 
theory, it makes it not personal. 
 
We ask ourselves all of the time how the numbers and the soul of the game will dance together. If one 
will be the enemy of the other or will work together in some sort of artistic truce. They will always be at 
odds in some way given new metrics are coming in every year. We re-think our outfield routes, our use 
of bullpen, the role of a starter, the value of a stolen base. It is all about finding higher percentages of 
success or “playing the percentages.” 
 
Yet if someone is telling us that the chance of rain is 55 percent, is that really telling us anything on a 
practical level? I suppose it is good to know it may rain even on a coin flip, but it is hardly a certainty. 
What do we make of 45 percent odds on weather to pack an umbrella? The challenge is there are many 
other pieces of information in baseball that collide with each other in this near 50/50 way. Almost as if 
you have four weather seasons in every game. It could rain, snow, hail, be 95 degrees, flood, or we could 
have unbearable wind. 
 
If they were all at different low percentage chances and even overlap, do you carry sunscreen and snow 
boots? At some point the more hedges, the more you have to protect against (and carry a suitcase of 
defenses) or you may not bother leaving home at all. Do you take out Hendricks and hit LaStella and 
bring in Giminez and give Morrow an extra day’s rest and ask Strop to pitch three days in a row? All of 
these decisions and more, impact each other at some point. 
 
The percentages we play in baseball are based on knowledge that looks both forward and backwards at 
the patterns and matchups. We use it to make a decision. The old school gut is slowly getting quantified 
away, so we can use our head much more often and let our gut toss and turn without any real power. 
Yet, playing those higher percentages is what is best for the team, what is best for the team’s odds at a 
given moment. It tends to ignore the idea that a player overcoming a low percentage situation is often 
what propels him to that next tier of confidence, allows him to build on it, individually. We all remember 
when we overcame the odds, a time that induced greatness when we may not have known it was in us. 
So we pitched that extra inning with our arm hanging, we faced that righty nemesis that gave us fits and 
(spoiler alert) hit that triple, we stole that base we had no business stealing and ended Red Sox futility, 
we returned as a backup catcher and hit a homerun off of Andrew Miller in the World Series, and we 
changed everything because no one saw it coming. No one “predicted” it. 
 
When as a Cub, I faced Braden Looper of the Marlins in Game 3 of the NLCS in 2003, I had faced him 
before as a Phillie. There was nothing about him that would suggest I should have any success against 
him. He was a sinkerball pitcher, which usually meant I would swing over the ball, or foul one off of my 
shin. But it was extra innings, our bench was thin, and even though I had not started a game in weeks, I 
was granted this low percentage opportunity. 



 
 
I was 1-for-9, with one strikeout against Looper going into the at bat before I hit that triple and I assure 
you, many of those nine at bats were not pretty. I was not supposed to get a hit let alone an extra-base 
hit. 
 
Sure, let’s use the information at hand, dig deeper in the game and the numbers that we love about it. It 
helps us weigh the odds more precisely. Baseball fans love to count. We love to add and subtract. But 
we also like to remember when David beat Goliath, and before we reduce every moment into Calculus 
101, let’s also remember that everyone in the big leagues is a low percentage anomaly. They climbed 
nearly impossible mountains to be a major league baseball player. To get to where they are, it took 
walking outside without an umbrella nor a raincoat on a day when it had a 95 percent chance of rain. 
Maybe that day it still did not rain, or maybe it did and you just decided to dance anyway. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs laugh off concern over offensive woes  
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — What is wrong with the Cubs offense? Is Kris Bryant broken? Is it time to start getting 
concerned about the Cubs' lack of power? 
 
Those questions have been bouncing around Cubdom the last 72 hours, including here in this space. 
 
The Cubs laughed those issues off before Friday's 13-5 win and then went out and smacked the 
Cardinals to the tune of 13 runs and 14 hits. 
 
After going a month without a homer, Bryant deposited one into the left-centerfield bleachers in the 
third inning. 
 
This came after Bryant received a "spa day" Wednesday in Milwaukee, where he was kept out of the 
starting lineup and didn't even pinch-hit late in a game the Cubs lost just 1-0. Couple that with 
Thursday's regularly schedule off-day and the Cubs' top hitter had two full days to recharge. 
 
"Yeah, I always like it when he gives us a day off leading into an off-day," Bryant said. "But, sometimes, 
it's just a mental break that gets you going and gets you back on the right track. Because this season is 
so long. Coming to the field every day can get monotonous, so anytime you can get a little break, it's 
huge." 
 
Bryant's big day at the plate (2 hits, 4 RBI) also proved Jed Hoyer right. 
 
The Cubs GM met with the media about three hours before Bryant's blast, giving the Cubs superstar a 
big vote of confidence. 
 
"He's sort of the least of our concerns," Hoyer said. "He's so steady. I think when he does go through a 
slump, we all react because we're not used to it. 
 
"But I think mentally, he's pretty even keel. I'm sure he has his moments of frustration but we have no 
doubt he'll get back to where he normally is. To me, that's a great thing. 
 



 
"We know that we're kinda due some pretty big hot streaks from some guys and the offense will trend 
up as that happens." 
 
That last part came true beyond just Bryant.  
 
Kyle Schwarber hadn't homered since June 1 and only had 4 blasts since April 26 but he followed 
Bryant's lead and drilled a 465-foot shot into the batter's eye in center field for a three-run shot. 
 
This thing was flat-out murdered: 
 
Ian Happ got the offense going in the second inning with a solo shot. The Cubs managed just 1 homer 
over the last week of action entering Friday but wound up with 2 in the third inning alone. 
 
The Cubs entered the game without a run scored since Monday and saw only Jason Heyward, Anthony 
Rizzo and Ben Zobrist really performing even or above offensive expectations presently. 
 
Bryant and Schwarber were struggling while Javy Baez, Albert Almora Jr. and Ian Happ had cooled off a 
bit of late. Addison Russell and Willson Contreras continued to find their way on base over the last 
couple of weeks but still boast underwhelming power numbers overall. 
 
The Cubs didn't solve all of their offensive woes Friday at Busch Stadium and it's just one game. But 14 
hits, 5 walks, 13 runs and 3 homers can do an awful lot to ease the pressure off guys individually and the 
lineup as a whole. 
 
"I think we just played a pretty complete game offensively tonight," Joe Maddon said. "That's what 
we're striving to do. I want homers, I want singles, I want moving the runners, I want good bunts, I want 
playing offense. We did it tonight." 
 
Almost every starter can go to bed Friday night feeling good about their performance. Bryant homered 
and drove in 4 runs. Happ and Schwarber each homered. Rizzo had 3 hits and a walk. Almora had 3 hits. 
Russell had 3 hits, a walk and a lineout to right field.  
 
And the best example it was a good night for the Cubs offensively: Baez walked. TWICE. Both 
unintentional. 
 
"Magnificent," Maddon said. "I was calling for the ball after the first one. After the second ball, that 
one's going right to Cooperstown." 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs receive more good news on injury front with Darvish, Edwards  
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — It was a day of good news and bad news for the Cubs on the health status of their injured 
pitchers. 
 
First, the bad news: Top prospect Adbert Alzolay has been ruled out for the remainder of the season due 
to a lat injury. 
 
Now, the good news: Both Carl Edwards Jr. and Yu Darvish threw again Friday with good results and 
could be back with the club before the All-Star Break. 



 
 
Darvish threw another bullpen Friday in St. Louis after tossing a bullpen in front of Cubs personnel 
Tuesday in Milwaukee.  
 
"It went well," Cubs GM Jed Hoyer said Friday. "You don't want to put too much import on every single 
bullpen session. But I think he continues to feel good and we continue to move in the right direction." 
 
Darvish (triceps) last pitched May 20 when he allowed only 1 run on 2 hits and 3 walks in 6 innings in 
Cincinnati to pick up his first win in a Cubs uniform. 
 
He also missed nearly two weeks earlier in May with the flu. 
 
The Cubs will continue to let Darvish ramp it up in bullpens for now, increasing the number of pitches. 
He will eventually go on a rehab assignment and could join the rotation sometime in the next month if 
all goes well. 
 
Edwards (shoulder) — who last pitched May 26 — threw off flat ground Friday, the third time he's done 
so. He has yet to throw off a mound and he admitted he'll need some time to get back up to full 
strength. 
 
He is pain-free and feels fine right now, but is OK with the Cubs' plan to be cautious so the shoulder 
injury doesn't get "bigger than what it is." 
 
Edwards is also shooting for a return to Chicago before the All-Star Break. 
 
"The important thing with both these guys is that we get 'em healthy and we get 'em right because 
we're hoping to play for seven months and we want to make sure there are no setbacks," Hoyer said. "In 
both cases, we're trying to be as cautious as possible and use the time to make sure we get these guys 
really to 100 percent." 
 
The Cubs are taking the long view with both pitchers, hoping they'll be rested and healthy without much 
mileage on their arms for the stretch run in September and what they hope is another deep run into 
October. 
 
For right now, there's not a major need for either guy as the Cubs bullpen has been fantastic even 
without their top setup man (Edwards) while Mike Montgomery has emerged as the Cubs' best starter 
over the last three weeks. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Rested, relaxed Cubs aim for extended win streak  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The issue hasn’t been as much about effort as it’s been about consistency. 
And from Jon Lester’s point of view, if the Cubs’ rotation can start to match the excellence of the 
bullpen and the defense, another win streak may be looming. 
 
“And then we may have the games where our guys are feeling sexy about themselves and score some 
runs,” Lester said Friday night after the Cubs’ 13-5 win over the Cardinals in which they snapped a 20-



 
inning scoreless streak. “That’s a snowball effect, and a run. I feel we’ve been on a few runs, it’s just that 
they haven’t been over an extended period of time. 
 
“I don’t have any concerns as far as inside this clubhouse.” 
 
The clubhouse was in a relaxed mood after Kris Bryant broke out of an 0-for-16 slump with a two-run 
home run to help pace a 14-hit attack. 
 
Bryant admitted the effects of getting a rest Wednesday helped him, adding that manager Joe Maddon 
told him, “I have no plans of using you” during a 1-0 loss at Milwaukee in which the Cubs could have 
used Bryant in the latter stages as a home run threat. 
 
“I like it when (Maddon) gives us a day off going into an off-day,” Bryant said. “It gets you back on the 
right track. The season is so long, coming to field every day can get monotonous. So any time you can 
get a break, it’s huge.” 
 
Bryant flew his parents from Las Vegas to watch him play for Father’s Day weekend, and they watched 
golf prior to Friday night’s game. 
 
Bryant acknowledged that his homer, which snapped a streak of 107 at-bats without one, along with an 
opposite-field single and sacrifice fly that accounted for a season-high four RBIs, were “confidence 
boosters.” 
 
“Kris is fine,” said Lester, who helped his cause by pitching six innings of two-hit ball and executing a 
squeeze bunt to score Javier Baez. “Anytime you have a guy like that who has such high expectations, 
not only of himself, but the other people outside of the baseball world, he feels that. He feels pressure 
from his teammates. He puts pressure on himself and wants to perform and do well every night. When 
he doesn’t do it, (the pressure) keeps adding on. That rock on his back gets bigger every time. 
 
“He’ll be fine swinging the bat.” 
 
Lester didn’t take any chances, even with a 5-0 lead entering the bottom of the fourth. He threw many 
off-speed pitches early in the count to keep the Cardinals’ hitters off-balance. 
 
“You have to treat it like it’s a close game,” said Lester, who improved to 4-1 with a 1.98 ERA in eight 
career starts at Busch Stadium. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Adding DH to the National League would be a huge boon for the Cubs  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Commissioner Rob Manfred revealed that adding the designated hitter rule to the National League was 
being considered by Major League Baseball. The Cubs, with their glut of young outfielders, would stand 
to benefit from the ability to play one of them at DH. 
 
General manager Jed Hoyer declined to respond to comments Manfred made to reporters Thursday at 
the conclusion of the owners’ quarterly meetings in New York. 
 



 
The rule change would have to be formally presented by the owners and approved by the MLB Players 
Association. Cubs shortstop Addison Russell, who began his career in the Athletics organization, sees the 
benefits of adding a DH. 
 
“I came up in an organization in the American League, so the DH was natural,” Russell said. “Switching 
over was definitely a huge adjustment, but I’d like to see the pitcher just pitch and have another bat in 
the lineup.” 
 
The benefits would be immense for the Cubs, as they would be able to find regular at-bats for 
youngsters such as Ian Happ, Kyle Schwarber and Albert Almora Jr. while giving Anthony Rizzo and Kris 
Bryant a mini-break by letting them handle the DH duties on occasion. 
 
Cubs President Theo Epstein and Hoyer saw the benefits with David Ortiz, one of the most productive 
designated hitters of all time during their tenure with the Red Sox. 
 
The AL has used the DH since 1973, but the National League has declined to adopt it. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay out for season with lat strain  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
If the Cubs add pitching depth this season, it’s increasingly likely to come from outside the organization. 
 
That’s because the Cubs said Friday that top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay will miss the rest of the 
season because of a strained lat. 
 
Alzolay, 23, won’t need surgery, but the prescribed period for rest in Arizona won’t allow him enough 
time to build strength to pitch again this year, according to general manager Jed Hoyer. 
 
“It’s a setback for 2018, but we don’t see it as a setback for his career,” Hoyer said of Alzolay, who hasn’t 
pitched since May 29 and was 2-4 with a 4.76 ERA in eight starts at Triple-A Iowa. “We love the makeup, 
the stuff and think he’s going to help us a lot in the future. But obviously he’ll need some development 
over the winter and some development in the minor leagues next year because he will have missed a lot 
of time.” 
 
Before his injury, the Cubs were targeting Alzolay, who was 7-4 with a 2.99 ERA in 22 starts at high Class 
A Myrtle Beach and Double-A Tennessee last season, for the majors at some point this season. But with 
the injury, Alzolay won’t return until the instructional league or the Arizona Fall League — and then only 
if he’s fully recovered. 
 
“We had our eyes on two different things — finishing off his development (and) whether he would be 
able to help us,” Hoyer said. “He certainly was trending in that direction. So we’re going to be on the 
lookout for depth in the bullpen and depth in the rotation, no matter what. This underscores this a little 
bit.” 
 
July returns for Darvish, Edwards? Hoyer didn’t rule out a return for pitchers Yu Darvish and Carl 
Edwards Jr. before the All-Star break July 16-18. 
 



 
“Everything has to go right, but there’s a path to get (Darvish) back before the break,” Hoyer said after 
the veteran starter threw 35 pitches Friday in his second bullpen session. Edwards played catch for the 
third time and will continue his long-toss program. 
 
“In both cases, we try to be as cautious as possible and use the time to make sure they’re really 100 
percent,” Hoyer said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kris Bryant, Cubs break out of slump in big way in 13-5 rout of Cardinals  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
General manager Jed Hoyer admitted Friday night that the Cubs’ needs now might be completely 
different than they will be around the July 31 trade deadline. 
 
But Hoyer wasn’t fretting over the mysterious power slump of Kris Bryant, and to a lesser extent, the 
recent doldrums of the offense. 
 
“When (Bryant) goes through a slump, we all react because we’re not used to it,” Hoyer said. “He’s 
pretty even keel. He has his moments of frustration, but we have no doubt he’ll get back to where he 
normally is. To me, that’s a great thing. We know we’re due some pretty big hot streaks from some 
guys, and the offense will trend up as that happens.” 
 
Bryant and his teammates fulfilled Hoyer’s prophecy in a convincing manner against Michael Wacha, 
one of the Cardinals’ hottest pitchers. 
 
Bryant snapped an 0-for-16 slump with his first home run since May 14, and he added an RBI single that 
capped a six-run rally in the fifth inning as the Cubs rolled to a 13-5 victory over the Cardinals at Busch 
Stadium. The homer snapped a streak of 107 at-bats without one, his longest drought. 
 
The Cubs’ offensive onslaught snapped an 18-inning scoreless streak and typified their up-and-down 
nature during the first 21/2 months of the season. 
 
The breakout occurred against Wacha, who was 5-0 with a 1.93 ERA in his last six starts against National 
League Central teams. 
 
Wacha was tagged for homers by Ian Happ, Bryant and Kyle Schwarber, whose three-run shot cleared 
the berm in center field and traveled an estimated 465 feet. 
 
Javier Baez, not known for working deep counts, drew two unintentional walks in a game for the first 
time since Aug. 19, 2014. 
 
“I do think right now the answers are here,” Hoyer said. “I think we have enough depth, and offensively, 
the right position players. Right now we have pieces internally. That might not be the answer in six 
weeks, but those are the answers today.” 
 
Bryant returned after a two-day break that caused some curiosity over manager Joe Maddon’s decision 
to bypass him as a pinch hitter in the final two innings of a 1-0 loss Wednesday. 
 



 
“I know there are going to be plenty more times in my career this happens,” Bryant said of his home run 
drought. “That’s part of the journey.” 
 
Happ’s homer relieved some of the pregame criticism over Maddon’s decision to sit Jason Heyward, one 
of the Cubs’ hottest hitters. 
 
“Everyday major-league baseball players, to me, have the toughest grind of any professional athlete,” 
Maddon said. “Everyday players who play high-end baseball that make it look somewhat easy ... it’s not. 
That’s the group you have to pay attention to. 
 
“That’s going to be the outlier or the next level of baseball intelligence regarding resting really good 
players. And if you do that, you’re worried about what you’re going to be missing that night. But if you 
really want to see sustained success, you have to rest your guys.” 
 
Marcell Ozuna ended Jon Lester’s scoreless streak at 18 innings with a home run in the fourth, and Matt 
Carpenter added another in the sixth. Lester managed to pitch six innings for the sixth consecutive time. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Kris Bryant, Cubs’ lineup break out in 13-5 rout of Cardinals  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS — Kris Bryant played Friday night in St. Louis. 
 
And he made sure everyone noticed. 
 
Two days after Cubs manager Joe Maddon left Bryant on the bench in a 1-0 loss to assure a day off for 
his fatigued third baseman, Bryant answered the social-media head-scratching and backlash by breaking 
out of a weeklong slump in the Cubs’ 13-5 victory over the Cardinals. 
 
“Sometimes it’s just a mental break that gets you going or gets you back on track,” said Bryant, who 
snapped an 0-for-17 hitting drought and 32-day homerless drought with a two-run homer in the second 
inning to help ignite the rout in the opener of the three-game series. 
 
With his dad and lifelong hitting coach Mike Bryant watching from the stands, Kris drove a 1-0 pitch 
from Michael Wacha 448 feet and over the wall in left-center to snap a streak of 119 plate appearances 
without a homer – the longest of his career. 
 
“Rest in this game improves everything,” Maddon said. 
 
Bryant, who brought his parents to St. Louis for the series, added a run-scoring single and sacrifice fly in 
the big performance – not that his dad brought any baseball advice with him. 
 
“We just watched a lot of golf,” Bryant said of their shared second passion and how they spent the early 
part of Friday. “Sometimes it’s just nice to have your parents there for the big days that count for them. 
This happened to be Father’s Day weekend. It’s nice to have him and my mom around.” 
 
A big day for Bryant was also a big day for almost everybody else who batted for the Cubs – who scored 
as many runs Friday as they had in their previous six games combined (and they scored seven in one of 
those). 



 
 
Coming out of their last scheduled day off until next month, slumping outfielders Ian Happ and Kyle 
Schwarber also homered – Schwarber’s three-run blast above the grass beyond the center-field fence 
one of the longest ever hit at the 13th-year ballpark. 
 
Happ’s homer, just three batters before Bryant’s, produced the Cubs’ first run since Monday. 
 
Everybody who started reached base. Albert Almora, Anthony Rizzo and Addison Russell each had three 
hits. And perhaps the most impressive feat of the night: Javy Baez walked – unintentionally – twice. It’s 
the first time that’s happened since he was a rookie in 2014. 
 
And starter Jon Lester (8-2) continued to lock down another All-Star bid with another six strong innings 
on a night Maddon said he might have had his best stuff of the season. 
 
But this night belonged to the Cubs’ former MVP, a critical part of their World Series plans, as he came 
off the rest stop and the strange-looking ending Wednesday in Milwaukee (a day he said he would have 
liked to come off the bench and hit). 
 
“Kris is fine,” Lester said. “He’s got such high expectations of not only himself but other people outside 
of the baseball world. I think he feels that – he feels pressure from his teammates; he feels pressure on 
himself. He wants to perform and do well every night. 
 
“When he doesn’t it seems like that rock on his back gets a little bigger every time. … But that’s why we 
all have baseball cards. You look at the end of the year, and it’ll probably be 30 [homers] and 100 [RBIs], 
same as [Rizzo].” 
 
Said general manager Jed Hoyer: “Kris Bryant is the least of our worries.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs don’t rule out returns for Yu Darvish, Carl Edwards Jr. before break  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS — Even as the Cubs continue a cautious approach with right-hander Yu Darvish’s recovery 
from a triceps injury, they’re not ruling out a return before the All-Star break. 
 
“I think there’s a path to that,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “That path would have to be really 
smooth. I think everything has to go right, but I do think there’s certainly a path to get back before the 
break.” 
 
Darvish, who said that was a goal earlier in the week, threw a second bullpen session since the injury 
Friday and seemed to fare well in the 35-pitch effort. 
 
He told Japanese media, “I cannot say I am 100 percent,” but said he was better than before he went on 
the disabled list May 23. 
 
“You don’t want to put too much import on every single bullpen session,” Hoyer said, “but I think he 
continues to feel good and we continue to move in the right direction.” 
 



 
Darvish is expected to throw another bullpen session early next week at home, after which a next step 
in his progression could be scheduled. He will need a minor-league rehab assignment before returning. 
 
Edwards update 
 
Hoyer also didn’t rule out a return before the All-Star break for setup man Carl Edwards Jr., after the 
right-hander played catch for just the third time since landing on the DL with a sore shoulder. 
 
“The important thing with both these guys is that we get them healthy and get them right because 
we’re hoping to play for seven months, and we want to make sure there are no setbacks,” Hoyer said. 
“In both cases, we’re trying to be as cautious as possible.” 
 
Edwards isn’t close to throwing at max effort yet as he increases the distance each time he plays catch. 
He likely will need at least one minor-league rehab appearance. 
 
Full Monty chance? 
 
Mike Montgomery’s sterling four-start run in place of the injured Darvish has made the Cubs rethink 
how certain they are that Montgomery simply will return to the bullpen once everybody’s healthy again. 
 
“All he’s done is taken the opportunity and done all you can with it. We’re obviously going to keep that 
in mind,” Hoyer said, adding that doesn’t necessarily mean somebody would lose his starting job if 
Montgomery stayed. “We have the ability to do many different things.” 
 
Draft notes 
 
First-round draft pick Nico Hoerner has finished his finals at Stanford, and the junior shortstop could be 
a routine physical away from signing for the roughly $2.7 million bonus allotted for his No. 24 overall 
slot. 
 
The Cubs have a deal done with second-round pick Brennen Davis, a high school outfielder from Arizona, 
for $1.1 million. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs top prospect Adbert Alzolay out for the year  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS — The Cubs’ needs approaching the trade deadline next month might have become clearer 
with the news Friday that top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay’s lat injury will sideline the right-hander 
for the rest of the season. 
 
Alzolay, who was on the radar for a possible big-league debut in a spot start last month, was considered 
part of the Cubs’ late-season pitching depth until going on the minor-league disabled list May 30. 
 
“With him we had our eyes on two different things,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “Finishing off his 
development and then obviously whether he was going to be able to help us. He was certainly trending 
in that direction. 
 



 
“We’re going to be on the lookout for depth in the rotation and depth in the bullpen no matter what,” 
Hoyer said of trade shopping. “But this underscores that a little bit.” 
 
Alzolay, 23, has been shut down from throwing since the injury. Recent medical evaluations determined 
that the injury won’t require surgery, Hoyer said, but that the prescribed rest will push back rehab work 
long enough to make a 2018 return improbable at best without rushing. 
 
“It’s a bad break for him and the club,” Hoyer said. “But the good news is that it wasn’t serious enough 
to need surgery. It’s just the nature of the time we are in the season.” 
 
The Cubs haven’t put a timeline on a possible return to action for instructional-league or Arizona Fall 
League play, or even winter ball. Alzolay was 2-4 with a 4.76 ERA for Class AAA Iowa. 
 
“It’s a setback for 2018, but we don’t see it as a setback for his career,” Hoyer said. “We love the 
makeup. We love the stuff. And we think he’s going to help us a lot in the future. But obviously there’s a 
setback, and he’ll need some development over the course of the winter and then obviously 
development in the minor leagues next year because he missed a lot of time.” 
 
-- 
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