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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

2007-Reds pitcher, Bobby Livingston, collects his first win and first hit in the same game with a single in the win, 4-2, at 

Colorado 

  

MLB.COM 
Reds acquire Casali from Rays, option Cruz 

By Daniel Kramer MLB.com @DKramer_ 

May 31st, 2018 

 

The Reds announced on Thursday they've acquired catcher Curt Casali from the Rays in exchange for cash and optioned backup 

catcher Tony Cruz to Triple-A Louisville.  

 

Casali, who has been with Triple-A Durham all season and has hit .274/.327/.453 with 20 RBIs over 28 games, will likely fill in as 

the backup to Tucker Barnhart. Over four partial big league seasons with the Rays, the 29-year-old is a career .199/.285/.385 hitter. 

He played in just nine games last year. 

 

Cruz had been filling in as Barnhart's backup after the club dealt Devin Mesoraco to the Mets for Matt Harvey. He went 4-for-26 

over nine games with no walks and 11 strikeouts. 

 

 

TBT: Eric the Red's epic 162-game run in 1986-87 

By Joe Posnanski MLB.com @JPosnanski 

May 31st, 2018 

 

This is mostly about one year of baseball. It's not a calendar year, because Eric Davis did not have a calendar-year kind of career. 

He had a baseball life that was splintered into pieces, a career stopped and started by injuries small and large, by colon cancer and 

movement from team to team, a career swirl of impossible brilliance mixed with swings and misses. 

 

But for one year, when Davis was young, he played a sort of surreal baseball. The statistics look imaginary -- cannot wait to show 

them to you. The reality was even better than the statistics. 

 

Baseball has its share of folk heroes, of players who for too short a time exploded our minds. Bo Jackson was such a player; he only 

had one season of 500 at-bats, but he did so many things -- broke a bat over head, ran up a wall, hit a homer off Nolan Ryan that 

seemed it would never land and threw Harold Reynolds out an impossible throw from the wall -- that remain lodged in memory. 

 

Mark Fidrych was such a player. Joe Charboneau was such a player. Dwight Gooden. Hideo Nomo. You can think of others. 

 

Think of Eric Davis as the greatest folk hero of them all. 

 

Davis was a basketball player first. He averaged 29 points and 10 assists a game at Fremont High School in Los Angeles, and he 

was recruited by just about every school in the Pac-10. Davis had no doubt that he would play in the NBA. He probably would have 

played in the NBA. But then baseball scouts started coming out to watch Davis play, and he barely even knew how to play baseball. 

That stopped him cold. 

 

"I chose baseball because I would have to wait for four years before I could make the pros," Davis told reporters. "I didn't want to 

go to school that long." 

 

Ah, the 1980s. This was years before the one-and-done college basketball player. If one-and-done had been a thing back then, Davis 

probably would never have played baseball. 

 



As it was, with all those scouts already interested. Davis decided to put some energy into baseball his senior year. He hit either .531 

or .635 (accounts differ) and stole 50 bases. Davis' great friend and rival from crosstown Crenshaw High School, Darryl Strawberry, 

was the first overall pick in the 1980 Draft. The Reds took Davis in the eighth round. 

 

Cincinnati did not know quite what to make of Davis. Was he a leadoff hitter? His speed said he was. Scouts see fast players all the 

time, but Davis was a different kind of fast -- world-class fast. He ran so easily that when scouts timed him running down the line, 

they did comical double-takes as they looked at their stopwatches. Davis stole 40 bases in 62 games in his first full year of 

professional baseball, and he barely knew how to take a lead. 

 

But maybe Davis was a cleanup hitter. He had that kind of massive power. When Davis made it to the big leagues in 1984, he was 

just 22 years old, raw as he could be, a strikeout machine. But on sheer talent and strength, he hit five home runs in a four-game 

stretch in September. 

 

"Wait 'til he learns how to play this game," then-Cincinnati manager Pete Rose said. 

 

Yes, just wait. It did take a little while longer than Rose or Davis expected. His 1985 was a wash -- he was an extraordinary athlete, 

probably one of the 10 best to ever play Major League Baseball, but as he would say years later, he just wasn't a natural hitter. Davis 

chased a lot of bad pitches. He often fouled off the meatball pitches. Davis couldn't think with the pitcher, couldn't adjust to the 

curve. One of the sad truths about baseball is that some great athletes never could learn how to hit. 

 

Davis refused to be one of those players. He never got the credit for how hard he worked in those years -- often with Rose -- to learn 

the subtleties of hitting. On June 10, 1986, Davis was hitting .198, and there were questions if he would ever get it. 

 

The next 162 games are … well, just wait until you see the numbers. 

 

Baseball fans of the 1980s will remember this … this was a time when players who combined great power with great speed were the 

holy grail. This is alway true, probably, but it was especially true in the '80s, and the measuring stick was the 30-30 season. 

 

Ah, the old 30-homer, 30-stolen-base season. Remember? Up to 1987, only six players had ever done it. An underrated player of the 

'20s named Ken Williams was the only player to do it before '50. Willie Mays did it in back-to-back years in '56-57. Henry Aaron 

did it quietly in '63. Tommy Harper did it in '70 for the Brewers; that was a huge surprise, as Harper was a small guy who never hit 

even 20 homers every other year. Dale Murphy did it in '83. 

 

And then there was Bobby Bonds. It's easy to forget that Bonds was a freak of nature. He had five 30-30 seasons in the 1970s for 

five teams (he split one of the seasons between the Rangers and the White Sox). For San Francisco, Bonds came within a homer of a 

40-40 season in '73, 24 years before his son did it. 

 

So up to June 11, 1986, Bonds was the the most perfect version of the power-speed guy anyone could imagine. 

 

Davis changed everything. In 1987, four players, including Davis and Strawberry (along with Joe Carter and Howard Johnson), had 

30-30 seasons. Jose Canseco did it the next year. Then came Barry Bonds and Ron Gant. 

 

Back to Davis. On June 13, he stole a base as a pinch-runner. The next day, Davis singled as a pinch-hitter. Rose started him on 

June 15, and he hit a three-run homer. The next day, Davis started again and stole a base. The day after that, he stole two bases. The 

next day, Davis homered again. 

 

Looking back, it's not easy to tell when people began to realize that Davis was, as the 1980s expression goes, tilting the pinball 

machine. Maybe it was June 23 when he stole three bases. Maybe it was July 4, when Davis homered and stole a base for the second 

time in a week. Maybe it was July 10, when he hit what Rose would call the longest opposite-field home run he ever saw in 

Montreal. 

 

Then maybe it wasn't until that game in San Francisco on Sept. 10. Nobody who was there will ever forget it. Not many were there. 

The official count was 5,571 in Candlestick Park, but there probably weren't even that many there. These were two middling teams, 

the Reds and the Giants, both hovering around .500, both on the fringe of being contenders. Nobody really cared. 

 

Davis was hitting cleanup, and he came up with a man on in the first inning against Giants starter Vida Blue. He homered. In the 

bottom of the inning, Davis ran to the wall, leaped and stole a home run from San Francisco's Rick Lancellotti. 

 

Davis came up again in the third, and he homered again. In the fifth, he singled, stole second and came around to score. In the 

seventh, Davis reached on an error (his speed spooked defenders) and came around to score. In the eighth, he hit a monstrous 

opposite-field home run off Mark Davis. 

 



That's a 4-for-5 night with three homers, five runs, four RBIs, a stolen base and a stolen homer. 

 

Rose then took Davis out of the game, taking away his chances to hit four homers. Rose admitted that he didn't think his spot in the 

lineup would come up again (it did in the ninth with the bases loaded). Davis shrugged. There would be other opportunities. 

 

"I was fortunate to see great players like Mays and Aaron, but I've said this before -- he's the only guy in the league who can hit 

fourth and lead the league in stolen bases," Rose said. 

 

"He reminds me of Hank Aaron," Giants manager Roger Craig said, "except that he can run better than Aaron." 

 

"I don't remind myself of anybody," Davis said. 

 

Davis, absurdly, was even better in 1987. On Opening Day, he went 3-for-3 with two walks, a homer and two stolen bases. Ten 

games into the season, Davis was hitting .526 with four homers and eight stolen bases. On May 1, he hit two home runs, including a 

grand slam. Two days later, Davis hit three more runs -- one to left, one to center and one to right. One of those was a grand slam, 

too. He also stole a base. 

 

"Nothing surprises me anymore," Rose said. "He can be as good as he wants to be." 

 

Later in the month, Davis hit his third grand slam, becoming the first to hit three in one month. 

 

OK, we've waited long enough. Do you want to see the 162-game numbers for Davis, starting June 11, 1986 and ending July 4, 

1987? Get ready for it, because it will not disappoint: 

 

Davis played in 162 games, starting 152. He got 659 plate appearances. It is basically a full year. 

 

Over that stretch, Davis hit .308/.406/.622 with 47 homers, 149 runs, 123 RBIs and 98 stolen bases (getting caught just 12 times). 

 

In the equivalent of one year of baseball, Davis just about had a 50-100 … 50 homers and 100 stolen bases. It's almost laughable. It 

looks like a baseball video game on cheat mode. You can look and look through the history of baseball. You will not find anything 

quite like that. 

 

What happened to Davis after that is, well, hard and cold reality … and one of the greatest anticlimaxes in baseball history. In 1987, 

Davis crashed into the wall at Wrigley Field going after a fly ball and slowed. He still finished with a 30-30 season … actually it 

was a 37-homer, 50-stolen-base season. That '87 season remains unique in this way. Nobody else who has hit 37 homers in a season 

has stolen 50 bases. 

 

Davis continued to play wonderful baseball, but the injuries took their toll. He never played 140 games in a season. Davis ran less 

(after 1987, he never again stole 40 bases in a season). He hit 34 home runs in '89 and never again hit 30. The batting averages 

started to tumble. The body started to break down. 

 

In 1995, Davis missed the entire season as he battled colon cancer. It looked like his career was done. But Davis refused to stop. In 

'96, even though he was 34, he flashed some of the old magic. Davis hit .287/.394/.523 with 26 homers and 23 stolen bases, and he 

was the runaway pick for Comeback Player of the Year. 

 

At 36 years old, in Baltimore, Davis hit .327 with 28 home runs and actually received an American League Most Valuable Player 

Award vote in 1998. He then kicked around with the Cardinals and Giants at the end. and he retired at 39. 

 

It was, in the end, a very nice career complete with three Gold Glove Awards, and even with all the injuries, Davis remains one of 

just 23 players with 250 homers and 250 stolen bases in his career. The list includes some all-time greats like Mays and Joe Morgan, 

Ryne Sandberg and Derek Jeter. It also includes some names that might surprise you, like Steve Finley, Hanley Ramirez and Reggie 

Sanders. 

 

But, sure, we all thought it would be better. "The greatest player on earth," one magazine story called Davis after that 1987 season, 

and that's sure how it felt. You know, three people voted him for the Hall of Fame in 2007. Davis did not have quite a Hall of Fame 

career, not when you look at the totality of it, but when I asked one of the people who voted for him why, he said something 

interesting: "Yeah, but he was the best player I ever saw." 

 

Well, Davis was that. For one year, Eric the Red just might have been the best player any of us ever saw. 

 

 



CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

More Cincinnati Reds changes likely in the offing 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 2:19 p.m. ET May 31, 2018 | Updated 6:41 p.m. ET May 31, 2018 

 

SAN DIEGO – This was the week for bold moves by the Cincinnati Reds. 

 

In the course of two days, they pulled their $105 million starter from the rotation and blew up the four-man outfield rotation. 

 

The above moves came three weeks after the Reds traded Devin Mesoraco to the New York Mets to get Matt Harvey, and six weeks 

after they fired manager Bryan Price. 

 

Interim Manager Jim Riggleman’s explanation: We suck, we’ve got to try something – or words to that effect. 

 

“Our club is 19-36,” is what Riggleman actually said. “We have to be thinking about a lot of things. We can't just be close-minded 

and feel like, 'This is who we are, this is who plays where, who pitches where.' We've got to be willing to put some other options out 

there."  

 

The next day they announced Homer Bailey was going to the bullpen. The day after that, Riggleman said the Reds would give the 

bulk of the playing time in left and right field to Adam Duvall and Scott Schebler, basically benching Jesse Winker.  

 

Those are a couple of fairly bold moves. 

 

But when you’re 20-37 as the Reds are now, more moves are likely to come. We’re now two months from the trade deadline. The 

Reds are likely to be active.  

 

A common theory is that Duvall is getting playing time in order to increase his trade value. Duvall, 29, certainly brings some assets 

to the table. He has hit 30 home runs each of the last two years, and he's been a finalist for the Gold Glove in left field. 

 

But he’s struggled to hit for average (.181 currently) and his on-base percentage is below .270.  

 

If the Reds move Duvall, who plays left, the obvious choice is Winker. But the fact that the Reds benched him makes you wonder if 

they believe he’s a long-term answer. He gets on base (.355 clip currently). But his power numbers  (one home run in 151 at-bats) 

this year don’t profile as a corner outfielder.  

 

His defense is the reason that Riggleman has been reluctant to play him in the big ballparks out West.  

 

Riggleman shot down the notion of introducing another player into the outfield mix when asked about Brandon Dixon.  

 

But the Reds also are facing a decision on where to play Nick Senzel. Social media experts, including me, have wondered if you 

move Senzel to left, or Scooter Gennett to left and play Senzel at second.  

 

Gennett has become an offensive force. Senzel is probably an upgrade defensively over Gennett at second. Gennett’s arm – he’s 

dealt with shoulder issues all season – is a question, but you make far fewer throws in left. 

 

Gennett, 28, is eligible for arbitration for the third time. That means he’ll make $9 million, $10 million or so. He’s hit like a guy 

worth that kind of coin – and he wants to stay. His agent approached the Reds about a long-deal in the offseason. 

 

“They shot it down,” Gennett said. "They wanted to see me repeat what I did last year, which, rightfully so. If you look at my years, 

last year there was a huge spike there. If I was them, I probably would've gone the same route. Let's see if he can do it again. That 

being said, I feel like I'm doing a good job this year kind of backing up my last year. The ball's in their court.” 

 

Gennett has exceeded last year’s numbers so far. He’s hitting .343 and is on pace for 28 home runs and 108 RBI.  

 

The Reds will also likely listen to offers for Billy Hamilton and Winker as the trade deadline approaches. Hamilton continues to 

play great defense, but he’s hitting .208 with a .290 on-base.  

 

The Reds will undoubtedly listen on Harvey. It seemed like the whole idea behind the trade that brought him from the New York 

Mets for Devin Mesoraco was that Harvey would have more trade value – if he got things right. He has. He’s been very good in 

three of his four starts for the Reds.  



 

It sounds like more changes will be coming. But, as Riggleman said, when your record is what the Reds' is, you have to look at 

everything. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds reliever David Hernandez working on adding another pitch 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 4:32 p.m. ET May 31, 2018 | Updated 6:40 p.m. ET May 31, 2018 

 

When Reds reliever David Hernandez was rehabbing from a sore right shoulder at the beginning of the season, he left one thing 

behind. 

 

His cutter. 

 

Hernandez focused on commanding his fastball and curveball so he could make a faster return to the Major Leagues. He added a 

cutter to his repertoire last season but decided not to use it much following the injury so he had less to worry about in his rehab. 

 

According to Brooks Baseball, a website that tracks every pitch, Hernandez threw his cutter for about 24 percent of his pitches last 

year. 

 

He’s only thrown nine cutters this season (three percent of his pitches), most of them within the last week. 

 

“It’s one of those things where I’m warming up with it,” Hernandez said. “The feel just hasn’t quite been there for me yet. Last 

thing I want to do is bring it into a game and give up a run or whatnot.” 

 

Hernandez, 33, opened the 2017 season on a minor league contract with the Atlanta Braves. He pitched in Triple-A and added a 

cutter because “I just felt like I had nothing to lose.” 

 

One of the challenges of developing a pitch during the middle of the season is he doesn’t have many opportunities to test it in 

games. 

 

Hernandez, who has given up five runs in 18 innings, credited his fastball command with helping him out of jams this year. He’s 

inherited seven runners throughout his 14 appearances and none have scored. 

 

“I throw it every day in catch,” Hernandez said of his cutter. “It’s just one of those things where you feel like the light bulb goes off 

and it’s there. Right now, I don’t really feel like it’s there so I’m not going to throw it in a game. I mean if the opportunity is there 

and we have a four- or five-run lead and it’s a pitch I need to work on. 

 

“I know it helped me a lot last year. I feel like down the road this season. I’ll probably need it especially when we start facing teams 

the second and third time.” 

 

GARRETT CHEERING ON KNIGHTS: Amir Garrett, a Las Vegas native, is keeping his eyes on the Vegas Golden Knights during 

the Stanley Cup Finals, which started earlier this week.  

 

Garrett wasn’t much of a hockey fan before the Knights, an expansion team, moved into town but said he attended six or seven 

games in the team’s inaugural season. The Knights’ practice facility is near his home. 

 

“It’s probably the best thing that the city’s had in a long time,” said Garrett, the left-handed reliever. “You know what happened, the 

unfortunate event with the shooting. When the Knights’ games came, they brought the whole city together.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Is Adam Duvall having a bad season or just an unlucky one? 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 1h ago     

 

PHOENIX – Adam Duvall feels good, not that much different than he did a year ago. In fact, he may feel even better, like he’s 

hitting the ball better than he has. 

 

Major League Baseball’s StatCast backs that up. Following Wednesday’s victory over the Diamondbacks in which he hit his 10th 

home run of the season, his average exit velocity of 89.9 mph is harder than either of the two previous seasons. His 46.8 hard-hit 

percentage is the best mark of his career and barrel percentage of 15.3 is much better than the 8.9 he put up last season. 



 

Still, his batting average sits at .181 and he has a .270 on-base percentage. 

 

“I feel like I can drive the ball,” Duvall said. “I think that over the long haul, hopefully, we’re in September saying I had the same 

year as last year or the year before.” 

 

Duvall has established himself over his first two seasons in Cincinnati as a certain type of player – one that won’t have a high 

batting average or on-base percentage who will strike out quite a bit, but hit homers, drive in runs and play excellent defense in left 

field. 

 

He’s that player this year – it’s just that his batting average is much lower (he hit .249 last year) and consequently, so too is his on-

base percentage. 

 

His strikeout percentage of 27 percent is consistent with his 27.1 percent career rate. He’s actually walking more – 10.5 percent 

walk rate this year compared to his career average of 6.9 percent. 

 

His line-drive rate is up slightly (18.5 percent this year versus 18.2 last year), his groundball rate is also about the same (33.1 

percent versus 33.2 percent) and the flyball rate is also about the same (48.4 versus 46.6), according to FanGraphs. He’s hitting 

fewer infield popups (8.3 percent versus 12 percent) and getting more home runs on fly balls (16.7 percent versus 14.9 percent). 

 

So, if he’s hitting the ball harder, striking out at the same rate and walking more, why aren’t his numbers better? 

 

It could just be some bad luck. He has a .193 batting average on balls in play so far this year. Last year, when he hit .249/.301/.480, 

his BABIP was .290. 

 

Looking at StatCast, he has an expected batting average of .242 and an expected weighted on-base average (xwOBA) of .359, 

versus an actual wOBA of .282. (wOBA is weighted on-base average, a statistic that uses linear weights to measure an overall 

contribution to a team’s offense, xwOBA uses StatCast info to show what it should be based on exit velocity and launch angle.) 

 

“You’ve got to think it’s going to even out over the long haul,” Duvall said. “This game is about large numbers, small sample size, 

it’s hard to get a read on anything. Hopefully over the course of a whole season with however many at-bats, hopefully, it comes to 

the same place it’s always been.” 

 

Through 200 plate appearances – roughly a third of the season – he’s on pace for somewhere around 30 home runs and 96 RBI. If he 

does that, he’ll be around what he’s always been. 

 

The one difference has been his playing time, as the Reds entered the season with a four-man outfield rotation. Reds interim 

manager Jim Riggleman this past week in Arizona said the team would suspend that plan and stick with Duvall, Scott Schebler and 

Billy Hamilton in the outfield, leaving Jesse Winker as a bench bat. 

 

The trio started all three games in Arizona, with two of those coming against right-handed pitchers. Speaking of small samples, the 

change in strategy helped the Reds beat the Diamondbacks, with Duvall hitting his second career grand slam and Schebler hitting a 

two-run homer later in the game. 

 

“Guys like me and Schebler, big swingers, we’ve got to get our timing, we’ve got to get the contact point,” Duvall said. “When you 

have some at-bats in a row, it does help that.” 

 

Transactions 
 

05/31/18  

Los Angeles Dodgers activated LHP Clayton Kershaw from the 10-day disabled list. 

Colorado Rockies signed free agent SS Johendry Vasquez to a minor league contract. 

Seattle Mariners activated CF Dee Gordon from the 10-day disabled list. 

Oakland Athletics sent RHP Paul Blackburn on a rehab assignment to Stockton Ports. 

Los Angeles Angels claimed RHP Oliver Drake off waivers from Cleveland Indians. 

Washington Nationals optioned RHP Trevor Gott to Syracuse Chiefs. 

Washington Nationals activated RHP Ryan Madson from the 10-day disabled list. 

Texas Rangers optioned LF Ryan Rua to Round Rock Express. 

Texas Rangers activated 3B Adrian Beltre from the 10-day disabled list. 

Cincinnati Reds optioned C Tony Cruz to Louisville Bats. 

Tampa Bay Rays traded C Curt Casali to Cincinnati Reds for cash. 



Atlanta Braves optioned RF Dustin Peterson to Gwinnett Stripers. 

Atlanta Braves selected the contract of CF Peter Bourjos from Gwinnett Stripers. 

Atlanta Braves released RHP Aaron Blair. 

Cleveland Indians transferred RHP Nick Goody from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right elbow strain. 

Cleveland Indians optioned RHP Ben Taylor to Columbus Clippers. 

Cleveland Indians selected the contract of RHP Shane Bieber from Columbus Clippers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers optioned SHP Pat Venditte to Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Seattle Mariners optioned 2B Gordon Beckham to Tacoma Rainiers. 

San Francisco Giants sent LHP Madison Bumgarner on a rehab assignment to San Jose Giants. 

Philadelphia Phillies recalled RF Dylan Cozens from Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Philadelphia Phillies placed LF Rhys Hoskins on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to May 30, 2018. Fractured jaw. 

Philadelphia Phillies designated RHP Drew Hutchison for assignment. 

Philadelphia Phillies recalled RHP Mark Leiter Jr. from Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

St. Louis Cardinals optioned RHP John Gant to Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals optioned LF Tyler O'Neill to Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals placed RHP Alex Reyes on the 10-day disabled list. Right lat strain. 

St. Louis Cardinals recalled 1B Luke Voit from Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals recalled RHP Mike Mayers from Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals recalled LHP Austin Gomber from Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent RHP Carlos Martinez on a rehab assignment to Springfield Cardinals. 

Minnesota Twins recalled RHP Tyler Duffey from Rochester Red Wings. 

Minnesota Twins optioned RHP Aaron Slegers to Rochester Red Wings. 

Oakland Athletics activated LF Khris Davis from the 10-day disabled list. 

Oakland Athletics optioned RHP Carlos Ramirez to Nashville Sounds. 

Detroit Tigers selected the contract of 3B Ronny Rodriguez from Toledo Mud Hens. 

Detroit Tigers optioned C Grayson Greiner to Toledo Mud Hens.  

 

 


