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• Chicago Sun-Times, Tyler Chatwood (7 walks) keeps playing with fire as Cubs stay hot with 4-3 win 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/tyler-chatwood-7-walks-keeps-playing-with-fire-as-cubs-stay-
hot-with-4-3-win/  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Addison Russell (finger) avoids DL 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-addison-russell-finger-avoids-dl/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Joe Maddon managing tree influences National League East race, Cubs’ 
October? 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/joe-maddon-managing-tree-influences-national-league-east-
race-cubs-october/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, 8 months later, Cubs’ Javy Baez reflects on Hurricane Maria recovery efforts 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/8-months-later-cubs-javy-baez-reflects-on-hurricane-maria-
recovery-efforts/  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs wives practice for upcoming charity softball game against Brewers wives 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-wives-practice-for-upcoming-charity-softball-game-
against-brewers-wives/  

 
• Daily Herald, Cubs' McLeod happy with this year's draft 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180607/cubs-mcleod-happy-with-this-years-draft  
 
• Daily Herald, Cubs overcome Chatwood's wild start to beat Phillies 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180607/cubs-overcome-chatwoods-wild-start-to-beat-
phillies  

 
• The Athletic, How did Itamar Steiner, a diehard Cubs fan, get drafted by his favorite team? 

https://theathletic.com/385172/2018/06/08/how-did-itamar-steiner-a-diehard-cubs-fan-get-
drafted-by-his-favorite-team/  

 
• The Athletic, An inside look at how the Cubs’ 2018 draft class came together 

https://theathletic.com/384762/2018/06/07/an-inside-look-at-how-the-cubs-2018-draft-class-
came-together/  

 
• Cubs.com, Raking Rizzo in middle of it all in win vs. Phils 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/anthony-rizzo-homers-in-cubs-win-vs-phillies/c-280218048  
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs' home-plate collision challenge proves key 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-score-on-challenge-at-home-plate/c-280254290  
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs glad to fill organizational gaps in '18 Draft 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-scouting-director-on-2018-mlb-draft/c-280219160  
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• ESPNChicago.com, Yu Darvish's replacement is doing his job better than Darvish 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23727423/yu-darvish-replacement-doing-job-better-darvish  
 
• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs say Tyler Chatwood made progress despite seven more walks 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23728828/chicago-cubs-say-tyler-chatwood-made-progress-
seven-more-walks  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs draft strategy provides another clue into the direction of the franchise 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-draft-strategy-provides-another-clue-direction-
franchise-epstein-mcleod-mlb-launch-angle  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Even with home plate rule working in their favor, Cubs still searching for 

clarity 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/even-home-plate-rule-working-their-favor-cubs-still-
searching-clarity  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Jhonny Pereda and Cory Abbott named Cubs minor leaguers of the month 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/jhonny-pereda-and-cory-abbott-named-cubs-minor-
leaguers-month  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, So you want to be a first round pick? Doug Glanville's journey from top 

prospect to MLB Draft Day 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/so-you-want-be-first-round-pick-doug-glanvilles-journey-
top-prospect-mlb-draft-day  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Tyler Chatwood walks 7, but Cubs hold on for 4-3 victory over Phillies 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-phillies-addison-russell-
20180607-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Despite winning interference appeal, Cubs want rules defined better 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-albert-almora-slide-20180607-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Drew Smyly's comeback with the Cubs on schedule 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-drew-smyly-20180608-story.html  
 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' draft provides balance in farm system 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jason-mcleod-20180607-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Top prospect Adbert Alzolay out with injury but promotion to Cubs is 'close' 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-adbert-alzolay-20180607-
story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Series preview: Pirates at Cubs 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-pirates-pitching-matchups-
20180607-story.html  
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Chicago Sun-Times 
Tyler Chatwood (7 walks) keeps playing with fire as Cubs stay hot with 4-3 win 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The game Thursday at Wrigley Field was about a play at the plate that was challenged, reversed and 
ultimately became the difference in the Cubs’ 4-3 victory against the Phillies. 
 
But for the bigger picture and the Cubs’ much bigger plans this year, the game was about the free-agent 
starting pitcher who still hasn’t come close to fixing the problems that have plagued him since the 
season began. 
 
And this time it had nothing to do with Yu Darvish, who had a day off from his light throwing before 
resuming his program Friday as he works to return from a triceps injury. 
 
This was about Tyler Chatwood’s persistent lack of command, which resulted in seven walks, a hit 
batter, a wild pitch and a failure to pitch out of the fifth inning, despite a season-high 107 pitches. 
 
Along the way, the major leagues’ leader in walks threw the ball over the heads of batters three times, 
including one for ball four to pitcher Nick Pivetta in the fourth. 
 
And yet, manager Joe Maddon said, “It was better. I know that’s weird, but it was better.” 
 
Chatwood, who said he felt especially good physically, modified his delivery to cut down on movement, 
pitching out of a version of the stretch. He also has tried to eliminate extra movement when he 
separates his hands going into the delivery. 
 
He proclaimed progress, too. 
 
“Obviously, I walked way too many guys, but it’s a step in the right direction,” he said, “even though it 
didn’t look like it.” 
 
Look like it? This was his second seven-walk start of the season, his fourth start with at least six and his 
eighth with at least five. 
 
Chatwood, who never has been known as a command pitcher, had more than five walks in a start twice 
all of last season. 
 
He has 56 walks in 58⅔ innings, and nobody else in the majors has 40. 
 
“We have two options: Let him keep working on it or not,” Maddon said. “We’re going to let him keep 
working on it. 
 
“I thought he looked better. I liked the abbreviated windup out of the stretch. The way he was clearing 
the ball out I thought was better. 
 
“I’m not here to make excuses for him at all. I’m just telling you I thought it was a cleaner delivery.” 
 
There are no best-effort awards or consolation prizes in the results-oriented business of major-league 
sports. 
 



 
Chatwood largely has been able to pitch around damage, and the Cubs have won half of his 12 starts. 
But he’s playing with fire, and a team with playoff plans can’t afford unlimited patience. 
 
He admitted to pressing at times, such as in the fifth inning, when, after giving up a tying single, he 
walked back-to-back hitters with two outs to load the bases. 
 
“Maybe I put more pressure on myself to get out of that inning rather than just keep doing what I was 
doing,” he said. 
 
Meanwhile, he’s putting a burden on the bullpen, failing to pitch at least five innings five times. He has 
pitched six innings only three times. 
 
But Maddon insists he isn’t concerned as the problem continues into June. 
 
“I’m looking forward to when he nails it down,” Maddon said. “He’s got cartoonish stuff. 
 
“Agreed, it’s not been there yet, but I do believe it shall show up.” 
 
The Cubs scored three runs in the fifth, with the final run coming on Anthony Rizzo’s sacrifice fly to left 
that originally was called a double play when Albert Almora Jr. was thrown out at the plate. 
 
The call was overturned after catcher -Andrew Knapp was ruled to have violated the collision rule by 
blocking the plate with his leg. 
 
“Fortunately, the rule permitted the run, and we’ll take it,” said Maddon, who otherwise called it a 
technically sound, “great” play by the Phillies. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Addison Russell (finger) avoids DL  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
After shortstop Addison Russell took batting practice and fielding practice again Thursday morning, the 
Cubs decided against putting him on the 10-day disabled list for his injured left middle finger. 
 
Russell, who hasn’t played since leaving Sunday’s game after jamming the finger on a swing, still isn’t 
100 percent, but he improved this week and is expected to return to the lineup during this weekend’s 
series against the Pirates at Wrigley Field. 
 
“The final test is [Friday] morning,” manager Joe Maddon said of batting practice on the field. “If he 
passes that, he’ll be good to go.” 
 
The Cubs feel confident enough in Russell’s status that they sent infielder David Bote back to Class  AAA 
Iowa after he’d spent the previous two days in Chicago just in case a DL move was -needed. 
 
Maddon anticipates having Russell available off the bench for Friday’s series opener, with a possible 
return to the lineup Saturday or Sunday. 
 
NOTES: Anthony Rizzo’s homer in the fourth inning against the Phillies on Thursday was his 175th as a 
Cub, putting him alone in 13th place on the Cubs’ all-time list, ahead of Andre Dawson. 



 
 
• Rizzo added a second RBI on a sacrifice fly in the fifth, giving him 19 RBI in his last 18 games in which 
he has an at-bat. 
 
• Jason Heyward’s ninth-inning grand slam Wednesday night was the first walk-off grand slam hit with 
the Cubs trailing since Ron Santo hit one Sept. 25, 1968, against the Dodgers. Heyward was not in 
Thursday’s lineup. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Joe Maddon managing tree influences National League East race, Cubs’ October? 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Gabe Kapler hadn’t managed a big-league game until this year with the Phillies. But his managing career 
might have started in 2009 and ’10, when he was a bench player for the Rays and their still-fresh 
manager at the time, Joe Maddon. 
 
“He’s as influential as anybody I’ve been around in baseball,” said Kapler, who paid close attention to 
Maddon’s maneuvers and often picked his brain those final two seasons of his playing career. “He made 
a huge impact on my career.” 
 
Kapler survived a rocky first week to the season and now has the Phillies in striking distance of the top of 
the National League East, chasing another first-year manager from the Maddon tree, Dave Martinez 
with the Nationals. 
 
“I still follow Joe, and we talk occasionally, and he’s given me some really important advice,” said Kapler, 
whose persistent optimism might cause even the Cubs’ manager to blush. “The most important way he’s 
influenced my style is that he told me to embrace being different — that it’s not going to be helpful to 
try to be like other managers because you’re not like other managers. His example was that he’s not like 
other managers, too. And that he was OK with that. . . . It just sort of gives you the confidence that you 
don’t have to walk the same path as everybody else to be effective.” 
 
Nobody would accuse Kapler of being unoriginal after seeing his first two months managing. He’s called 
for some extreme defensive shifts and made some early, head-scratching pitching moves, including a 
muffed call to the bullpen the first week when he needed a reliever who hadn’t warmed up. 
 
Former Cub Jake Arrieta was impressed from the start with his new manager, and not just because they 
share a lot of the same fitness and nutrition disciplines. 
 
“He’s super upbeat and positive, just very engaged,” Arrieta said. “His leadership has been impressive.” 
 
As much as Kapler has been influenced by Maddon, he has yet to involve zoo animals in his managing. 
 
“Not because I don’t think it’s a good way of influencing people,” he said. “Just because I haven’t had 
time to go to the zoo or go to the pet store. I don’t know what the right move is there.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
8 months later, Cubs’ Javy Baez reflects on Hurricane Maria recovery efforts  



 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
It was the strongest hurricane to hit Puerto Rico in nearly 90 years, and now eight months removed 
from Hurricane Maria, the island is still recovering. 
 
Cubs’ Javier Baez witnessed it first hand this offseason when he visited his hometown of Bayamón, 
Puerto Rico’s second-largest municipality. 
 
“It’s been really tough over there,” Baez said Wednesday night after the Cubs’ 7-5 victory over the 
Phillies. 
 
Maria destroyed thousands of homes and knocked out power across Puerto Rico. And the island is still 
rehabbing from the 20-plus inches of rain Maria dropped, which resulting in disastrous flooding that 
made roads resemble raging rivers. 
 
Puerto Rican officials publicly denounced the federal government’s response to Maria on several 
occasions. But on March 7, the United States approved $2.2 billion in federal aid to help Puerto Rico 
households and businesses recover from Maria, according to FEMA. 
 
While the federal government’s assistance is appreciated, Baez believes more can be done. 
 
“I think there could be more help,” Baez said. “It’s hard because we don’t control this but, you know, I 
think that people can do a little bit more to help and contribute what we can.” 
 
Asked if the federal government did enough, Baez said “they’ve done a lot for our island, but I think we 
can do a little bit more.” 
 
Although Baez said he’s not “saying they have to,” he wanted it to be known that the island is still coping 
with the disaster. 
 
“We’re really struggling,” he said, “but at the same time, we’re getting back up.” 
 
Baez, who admitted he had trouble getting his truck around some roads in Bayamón when he visited, 
had never seen a storm quite like Maria. 
 
He remembers Hurricane George in 1998. Baez, who was 6 years old at the time, watched the howling 
winds uproot trees and blow heavy objects as if they were measly plastic bags floating through the wind. 
Baez’s home, which was made out of concrete, remained standing. 
 
There were no direct casualties from George; the same can’t be said about Maria. Puerto Rican officials 
set the death toll at 64, although many — including Baez — believe there were more than 4,000 
casualties. 
 
“It’s sad obviously,” Baez said, “But somehow we have to get out and grow up again. And it’s been really 
slow, but at the same time, we have to put our time to get it back. 
 
“I know a lot of people died. … I’m not in the worst situation, and I know how to keep moving on and 
help with where I can.” 
 
Baez has been doing just that. 
 



 
Baez used social media to get the word out about Puerto Rico relief. During the playoffs, he sold limited-
edition T-shirts, which raised roughly $85,000 for hurricane relief efforts in Puerto Rico. 
 
Before Wednesday’s game against the Phillies, Baez hosted 20 guests at Wrigley Field. The group 
consisted of individuals and families who lost everything in Maria. 
 
“To me when people see me and they open there eyes, it’s the best feeling,” Baez said. “Having these 
people here that pretty much lost everything, they’re … trying to go forward. So as long as I can make 
someone’s day or somebody happy, obviously I will. I have no problem even more if they’re people from 
my island.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs wives practice for upcoming charity softball game against Brewers wives  
By Madeline Kenney 
 
The wives and girlfriends of Cubs players are stepping up to the plate to raise money for Cubs Charities 
next week. 
 
Before the Cubs face off against the Brewers on Wednesday, several Cubs spouses are participating in 
the “Wives Softball Challenge,” which is a charity softball game between the significant others of Cubs 
and Brewers players. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon’s wife, Jaye Maddon, participated in a similar charity game when the Maddons 
lived in Tampa, Florida. Cubs outfielder Albert Almora’s wife, Krystal Almora, said she’s eager to be a 
part of this year’s game. 
 
“This is something we’ve all wanted to do for a very long time,” Almora said before Wednesday’s 
practice at Kerry Wood’s Field. “The fact that we have this opportunity and that it’s for charity, I think it 
all fits perfectly.” 
 
Jaye believes the Brewers are the ideal candidate for this game because of the two teams’ National 
League rivalry. She also is confident that Cubs fans will be well represented at the game because they 
“travel well” to Milwaukee. 
 
This is the first-ever game between the two teams’ wives and it will be played at Helfaer Field, which is 
located just outside of Miller Park in Milwaukee. Tickets cost $32 and all the proceeds will benefit the 
Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities (RBI), MLB’s charity designed to promote baseball and softball in urban 
environments. 
 
While the winner doesn’t receive extra money for their team’s RBI program, Almora said there’s still a 
lot on the line including bragging rights and pride. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs' McLeod happy with this year's draft  
By Bruce Miles 
 



 
Cubs scouting and player-development chief Jason McLeod emerged for some fresh air Thursday after 
spending Monday-Wednesday heading the team's efforts in the amateur draft. 
 
McLeod gave his standard line. 
 
"I know I say this every year," he said. "You're always happy the day after, in the immediacy after, but 
with having those extra picks we had this year, I thought we were really able to address what we 
thought were some organizational shortcomings, with some of the graduations to the major leagues and 
some of the players we've traded away the last couple of years." 
 
The Cubs selected 42 players in 40 rounds, with two compensatory picks for losing free agents Wade 
Davis and Jake Arrieta. 
 
McLeod called top pick, shortstop Nico Hoerner out of Stanford, someone akin to outfielder Albert 
Almora Jr., McLeod's first pick in 2012. 
 
"He is a high-contact guy, and like Albert, he can barrel balls up all around the zone," McLeod said. 
 
There are a couple of nice stories in the final two rounds. The Cubs took Wauconda High School's 
Pierson Gibbs in Round 39. Gibbs was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer in 2016 and received the 
Charlie Donovan Memorial "Passion for the Game" award, which is given to an individual "who has 
exhibited passion for their craft within the game or business of baseball." The award is presented by the 
Chicago Scouts Association. 
 
In the final round, they drafted infielder Itamar Steiner from Niles North High School. Steiner's father, 
filmmaker David Steiner, was killed in a bus crash in Uganda in 2016. 
 
"You don't sign all 40 players that you're selecting," McLeod said. "A lot of times you're taking kids late 
in the draft just to build that relationship with them for when they end up in college. Those things will 
happen not every year." 
 
Picking up steam: 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo's homer in Thursday's 4-3 victory over the Phillies was his 10th of the year 
and second in two days. He now has 42 RBI. He also has 175 homers as a Cub, moving into 13th place in 
franchise history and surpassing Andre Dawson's 174 Cubs homers. 
 
"I've felt good now for a little while," said Rizzo, who has 19 RBI in his last 18 games with an at-bat. "It's 
just a matter of staying with the routine, staying with the process. It's a game of 700 at-bats. You've 
always got to remember that." 
 
One more day: 
Shortstop Addison Russell tested his sore left middle finger Thursday morning by swinging the bat and 
taking grounders and throws. Russell hurt the finger swinging the bat this past Sunday at New York. If he 
is OK Friday, he may be able to come off the bench, but he's not likely to start against the Pirates until 
Saturday at the earliest. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs overcome Chatwood's wild start to beat Phillies  
By Bruce Miles 



 
 
So what to make of Tyler Chatwood, he of the good stuff but the bad navigation? 
 
The Cubs survived another bout of Chatwood wildness Thursday as they beat the Philadelphia Phillies 4-
3 at Wrigley Field. The victory gave the Cubs two of three in the series and improved their record to a 
season-best 11 games over .500 at 35-24. 
 
Chatwood started and gave up 4 hits in 4⅔ innings. But he walked seven and hit a batter. For the season, 
the 28-year-old right-hander has allowed just 48 hits in 58⅓ innings, but he has walked 56, bringing his 
WHIP to a feverish 1.78 to go along with a respectable ERA of 3.86. 
 
Both he and manager Joe Maddon put their best spin on things. 
 
"Today is the best I've felt in awhile," Chatwood said. "Obviously the results weren't there, but 
physically, I felt good. I felt like the ball was coming out (well) for the most part. Obviously I walked way 
too many guys, but it's a step in the right direction even though it didn't look like it." 
 
In fairness to Chatwood, it looked like he did get squeezed a bit on a 3-2 pitch in the first inning, 
resulting in a two-out walk to Carlos Santana instead of an inning-ending strikeout. That helped run his 
first-inning pitch count to 24, and he wound up totaling 107 for the game. 
 
But he hit the next batter, Aaron Altherr, and he lost control way up and in on several batters. 
 
"It was better," Maddon said. "I know that's weird, but it was better. He had better pace and tempo, 
whatever you want to call it. I know he threw some really, obviously, wild pitches, but overall there's a 
lot to build off of. I was really trying to get him through 5, not for any other reason, just because of the 
bullpen." 
 
Maddon said the Cubs will forge ahead with Chatwood. 
 
"We have two options," Maddon said. "Let him keep working on it or not. We're going to let him keep 
working on it. I thought he looked better. I liked the abbreviated windup out of the stretch, if that makes 
any sense. The way he was clearing the ball out, I thought, was better. 
 
"I know he went 4⅔ and that doesn't look good. I know he walked seven and that doesn't look good. I'm 
not here to make excuses for him at all. I'm just telling you I thought it was a cleaner delivery. He did run 
into some really wild pitches, which has got to make him uncomfortable." 
 
Anthony Rizzo gave the Cubs a 1-0 lead in the fourth with his 10th homer of the season and second in 
two days. The Phillies tied it in the fifth as Chatwood gave up a hit and walked three. 
 
But the Cubs came back with 3 in the bottom of the fifth, and once again, a play at the plate figured 
prominently. 
 
Tommy La Stella and Kris Bryant hit RBI singles, bringing Rizzo up with the bases loaded and one out. 
Albert Almora Jr. was on third base. Rizzo flied to left fielder Dylan Cozens, who threw home, apparently 
getting Almora at the plate. But a replay review determined that catcher Andrew Knapp illegally blocked 
Almora's path to the plate, and the call was overturned. 
 
Maddon, no fan of the new catcher-collision rules, praised the Phillies for making what he thought was a 
good play. But he and Almora were happy to accept the run, even with rules that seem nebulous. 



 
 
"It's a tough situation overall just because as a runner, if I go feet-first, I'm going at him," Almora said. 
"I'm trying to touch home plate. My foot's got to be first. His (the catcher's) foot is there, and that might 
cause an injury to himself or myself, so I try to go headfirst. That might cause an injury. 
 
"It's a tough situation overall for both guys. Again, the rule is super unclear because I want to be safe. I 
don't want to be a 'dirty player.' And he wants to prevent a run. I don't know." 
 
It seems no one does. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
How did Itamar Steiner, a diehard Cubs fan, get drafted by his favorite team? 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
“Hi,” the voice on the other line said. “It’s Itamar Steiner. Fortieth round pick of the Chicago Cubs.” 
 
A beat later, “Should I introduce myself like that?” 
 
Yes, I told him, he should. 
 
The Cubs’ draft is over and while some of the team’s draft picks are still playing and others had just 
finished their high school or college seasons, Steiner was calling me from Habonim Dror Camp Tavor in 
Three Rivers, Michigan, a summer camp whose “mission is to provide an inclusive community where 
kids have fun being themselves while developing a strong sense of social and environmental 
responsibility, a caring connection with Israel, and a positive personal Jewish identity.” 
 
Steiner, a recent graduate of Niles North High School in Skokie, was picked No. 1,208 overall by the Cubs 
in the 40th and final round of baseball’s amateur draft Wednesday. Steiner, who also goes by ET, is 
going to Illinois in the fall, hoping to transfer into the business school. A starting outfielder for Niles 
North (he’s listed at 5-foot-10, 160 pounds) he wasn’t planning on trying to walk on to the Illinois 
baseball team, but he won’t be shy about introducing himself as a Cubs draft pick. 
 
Steiner came to the attention of Jason McLeod, the Cubs’ director of scouting and player development, 
not from his area scouts, but rather from a package in the mail from David Rugendorf, a partner at the 
Los Angeles law firm Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP. 
 
Rugendorf grew up in Lincolnwood with David Steiner, Itamar’s late father. David Steiner died in a bus 
crash in Uganda on Dec. 26, 2016. Itamar, who just turned 18 in May, was with him when it happened. 
 
A year later, Rugendorf wanted to honor his friend and his son so he put together a package of news 
clippings and a letter telling the story of David Steiner’s life and death, and how his son was playing 
baseball and would graduate that spring, just in time for the draft. He knew baseball teams often made 
“honorary” picks at the end of the draft and he took a chance the Cubs would do just that. 
 
“I used to listen to a [Baseball Prospectus] podcast with Kevin Goldstein and Jason Parks,” Rugendorf 
told me in a phone conversation. “It was really good. It was off the wall. I knew Jason Parks had joined 
the Cubs, so I was going to reach out to him. Then I found out he left for the Diamondbacks. 
 



 
“I know enough about baseball to know there’s a player development department, so I decided to go 
right to the top. I put together a package and I sent it off to Jason McLeod around Christmas time, about 
a year after the tragedy.” 
 
This was well-planned. Rugendorf knew any entreaty would get ignored during a busy stretch. So he 
sent it during baseball’s lull time. 
 
“It came in the mail, a letter to my office, and I opened it,” McLeod told me Thursday. “As you can 
imagine, we get a ton of mail. I just had time on my hands going through the mail that day and I was just 
reading through it. I was like, ‘Wow.’” 
 
So who was David Steiner and why was his story so moving? 
 
“David was an extremely interesting person,” Rugendorf said. “He did more things than anybody I’ve 
ever known. He was a real estate investor, he had a doctorate in education. He was a teacher. He gave 
lectures all over the world. He taught filmmaking. He was a documentary filmmaker. He was a licensed 
mediator. He studied to become a rabbi and he was ordained as a rabbi after he was killed. He did so 
many things, but one of the things he loved most was being a baseball fan. He adored baseball his whole 
life. He was a huge Cubs fan.” 
 
“From six years old, he was a Cubs fan,” David’s father Joe Steiner told me. “He was studying to be a 
rabbi and he said Wrigley Field was his temple.” 
 
“In 51 years, he lived more than other people did who lived to be 100,” Itamar said. “Because he 
enjoyed everything, no matter what.” 
 
Joe Steiner is an artist, but he also owns real estate in Chicago. David owned a building on Chicago Ave. 
in the East Village/West Town neighborhood, but he wasn’t an absentee landlord. 
 
“David was such a giving person, when he worked there, there were a lot of homeless people around, so 
he had a book club for the homeless,” Joe said. “They met once a week and he ordered pizza and 
brought newspapers for them to read and discuss things. Just people off the street. That was the kind of 
guy he was. I was so proud of him. I’m so proud of Itamar.” 
 
While David Steiner studied filmmaking at UCLA, he didn’t make a movie until he heard about the 
possible closure of a South Side charter school, Barbara A. Sizemore Academy. So he made a movie 
“Saving Barbara Sizemore.” 
 
Rugendorf said his friend became “intoxicated” by the process of making the movie and the ensuing film 
festival circuit. So he decided to make another documentary. That is what brought him to Uganda. 
 
When their family lived in Tel Aviv (Itamar’s mother Irit Revivo, who was divorced from David at his 
death, is from Israel), Itamar became friends with two South Sudanese children who were refugees. 
They went to school together and played baseball. When the Steiners returned to Chicagoland, the boys 
stayed in touch. 
 
When Israel started deporting these refugees in 2012, some went back to South Sudan, but others went 
to Uganda as part of the Come True project. Itamar’s friends were among those who went to Uganda, 
and the Steiners helped pay for their education there. David wanted to make a film about their lives. So 
in December 2016, that’s what he did. 
 



 
During Christmas in Kampala, the capital city in Uganda where Itamar’s friends lived, David, the late-in-
life rabbinical student, played Santa Claus with a Cubs World Series T-shirt peeking beneath his outfit. 
 
Then, on Dec. 26, their group, which included two students from Barbara Sizemore, left for a long bus 
ride for a Hanukkah celebration with Ugandan Jews. David Steiner sat in the front. 
 
“I’m willing to talk about it,” Itamar said on a crackly cell phone connection from camp. “I got there four 
days after him. That day we were on our way to a remote Jewish community far from where we were 
staying in Uganda. We were staying in Kampala, where their school is. It was a five-hour drive to this 
community. We were going for Hanukkah. We were trying to bring these different cultures together. We 
got on the bus. There were 17 of us. Three hours into the drive, a collision happened. We were on a 
two-lane road and a truck went into our lane. It hit us. 
 
“What probably lasted five seconds felt like a minute to me. Dirt filled the whole bus. All the windows 
shattered. The bus ended up in a trench. I hurt my lower back, but it healed in a few weeks. There was 
glass all over and dirt. I was shaken up by it.” 
 
Itamar remembered chaos as Ugandans started circling the bus and its dazed travelers.  
 
“I sat down, but then I got up to look for my dad,” he said. “Who better to sort it all out than him? I 
went to look for him and I saw people looking down and pointing.” 
 
What they saw was part of the bus was on top of a person. 
 
“I came to the realization someone was under there and it was him,” Itamar said. 
 
David Steiner was the only person killed in the accident. 
 
David Steiner’s death did not go unnoticed in Chicago. All the major media outlets covered it. A Sun-
Times writer put together a particularly detailed story. He lived a rich, sometimes public life. The funeral 
was held on Jan. 1, 2017 at Beth Hillel Congregation Bnai Emunah in Wilmette. He was survived by his 
parents, his three kids, Itamar, Maya and Sahar, a brother and a sister, a fiancé in Diane Silverberg. 
 
“I was a pallbearer,” Rugendorf said. “I can’t say everybody, but a lot of people at the funeral wore Cubs 
hats. The pallbearers did. It was something we did because David was so much a Cubs fan. Hundreds of 
people were there. He was such an extrovert. He knew a lot of people. He was very social. He was 
involved in a lot of activities.” 
 
Hundreds? Joe Steiner estimated there were a thousand people at his son’s funeral. 
 
“It was very hard on the family, very sad,” Rugendorf said. “I just got the idea. I thought about the story 
of David and I reached out. I thought, you know, every parent dreams of their kids’ sports success. We 
all want our kids to be big stars. David wasn’t that kind of parent, but parents can dream. He thought it 
was great that Itamar played baseball. I said, you know what, I’m going to honor Itamar for all the work 
he’s done with refugees and his father for all the work he did with refugees. He had an extreme 
devotion to baseball, the Cubs in particular, and perhaps the Cubs would be interested in honoring him.” 
Two months before he died, David Steiner and Itamar were at Game 3 of the National League 
Championship Series in Los Angeles. The Cubs lost that game 6-0. Rich Hill got the win, Jake Arrieta the 
loss, but it didn’t matter to David, who loved to express how “cool” everything was, all of the time. 
 
“He was always an optimist,” Itamar said. “He said ‘This is so cool’ about a thousand times.” 



 
 
On the flight home from Los Angeles, father and son paid for wifi to keep up with Game 4, a series-
shifting 10-2 Cubs win. 
 
“Everyone in our section kept asking us what’s happening and I was announcing it,” Itamar said. “We all 
bonded over it.” 
 
Baseball was their game. David practiced with his son in parks across Chicagoland, Los Angeles and 
Israel. Itamar even played for Israel’s junior national team in tournaments abroad. They went to more 
than 100 games together at Wrigley Field, Itamar estimated, along with nearly every major league 
stadium during summer road trips across the country. They would go to home games two hours early 
and stay until the end. With pride, Itamar said he stayed for the entirety of last May’s 18-inning loss to 
the Yankees. 
 
On visits to the Western Wall in Jerusalem, the two would scribble prayers for the Cubs. They had 
competitions about who was the better fan. Every birthday, they wished for the Cubs to win the World 
Series. They wouldn’t talk about it out loud, Itamar said, for fear of jinxing it, but they’d look at each 
other after they blew out the candles and they knew. 
 
When their wish finally came true, they were in the living room of a friend’s house huddled together 
with their tribe. 
 
“I cried a little bit,” Itamar said. “There were huge hugs everywhere. I couldn’t sleep that night. It was so 
amazing.” 
 
They were 51 and 16 and the Cubs were World Series champions. 
 
During his senior year at Niles North, Steiner, according to the games for which MaxPreps has stats, had 
six hits in 17 games with a double, a triple and three RBIs. He had a nice .958 fielding percentage in the 
outfield and made one pitching appearance, where he walked two guys and struck out one. A left-
handed hitter, he said he changed his hitting approach to model Anthony Rizzo, with mixed results. Niles 
North went 2-22 this season. 
 
So no, he wasn’t expecting to be drafted. 
 
He didn’t know that Rugendorf contacted the Cubs or that McLeod, the man responsible for the Cubs’ 
drafting infrastructure that turned the sport’s annual laughing stock into World Series champions, had 
become intrigued by the idea. McLeod emailed Rugendorf again to make sure Itamar was still playing 
baseball his senior year and to find out what kind of kid he was. 
 
“As we got into the spring, it just became an idea and a thought, maybe we could use our last pick on 
him and it could be something that bring some joy to them, knowing how much of a Cubs fan he was,” 
McLeod said. 
 
In his senior year, Itamar didn’t just play baseball. He said he got more involved in clubs at school, ones 
that his dad would’ve liked. He joined the Niles North Feminist Club, SOAR (Students Organized Against 
Racism) and served on the executive board of the charity dance marathon. 
 
McLeod liked what he heard from Rugendorf, who wanted it to be a surprise for Itamar and didn’t want 
it to be a letdown. 
 



 
So when area scout John Pedrotty started calling and texting Itamar this spring, the high schooler 
thought it was a prank. He blew him off. 
 
“You would too right?” Rugendorf said. 
 
“I was kind of upset,” Itamar said. “Like, how is someone going to mess with me about this, which is so 
near and dear to me? I always dreamed about getting drafted by the Cubs. To be messed with about it, I 
was a little upset.” 
 
After Pedrotty kept striking out, McLeod, who surely had bigger fish to fry weeks before the draft, 
emailed Rugendorf, who had to call Itamar to let him in on his plan. 
 
“About a month ago, I called Itamar up and said, ‘Have you been getting texts and phone calls from a 
Cubs scout and you think it’s bullshit?’” Rugendorf said. “He said, ‘Yeah.’ I said, ‘No, Itamar, it’s not 
bullshit. It’s really true. It’s really true. This guy works for the Cubs.’ ‘No way,’ he said. Then I had to 
explain what it was I had done. I told him the whole story.” 
 
So Itamar got back to Pedrotty, filled out a questionnaire (Favorite player? Anthony Rizzo) and sent in 
his medical history. After graduation, Itamar went to Michigan to help set up the camp, the same one 
David Steiner went to as a kid. 
 
On the third and final day of the amateur draft, Pedrotty called Itamar and said the idea might not 
happen for various reasons. 
 
“I was disappointed,” Itamar said. “I said, ‘Thank you for considering it.’ It’s such an honor. I just want 
what’s best for the Cubs. I was pretty sad. I was upset. Hours later, by chance, I was in a cabin where I 
usually don’t get phone service. It was David [Rugendorf]. He said go find a computer, they’re taking you 
in the 40th round.” 
 
So Itamar and his sister Sahar, a college student at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee who is also a 
counselor at the camp, found a computer and listened to the draft online for more than an hour. Then, 
with the 1,208th pick, they heard his name. Kind of. 
 
“They totally butchered my name,” he said. “They said ‘It-ah-mar.’ It’s pronounced ‘Eat-ah-mar.’ But 
that’s OK. Everyone does it. Also, they said I’m an infielder. I’m an outfielder. But I’m not offended. 
Maybe they wanted to say they drafted this many infielders and this many outfielders.” 
 
Itamar is not reporting to Mesa, Ariz. or Eugene, Ore. this summer. He’ll be at camp, but one specializing 
in social justice, not the Cubs Way. When the summer is over, he’ll go to Champaign for his freshman 
year of college. He wants to go into real estate, like his father and grandfather, but his goal is to bring 
affordable housing into the pockets of Chicago that desperately need it. 
 
But first, Itamar was curious if there’s anything more to do with the Cubs. Itamar is getting texts and 
phone calls from all over. Reporters are tracking him down. He’s trying to stay loose, not sound cocky. 
But while he’s not looking for a signing bonus and a ticket to the Arizona Fall League, he would like to 
meet Theo Epstein, his hero, and if someone could move his name up the season ticket waiting list, he’d 
be thankful. 
 
“If it’s nothing, then it’s nothing,” he said. “I’ve already been given one of the biggest honors, a dream of 
mine. It’s been truly amazing.” 
 



 
These types of stories happen almost every year. The White Sox drafted a high school kid out of Georgia 
this year in the 38th round who had a tragic story about losing both of his parents. Teams often draft 
family members late, like the White Sox did with Joey Reinsdorf in the 40th round in 2015 or Carey 
Schueler in the 43rd round in 1993. 
 
“Obviously there was a local slant to the story,” McLeod said. “But seeing what [David Steiner] did for 
this community, how he tried to help those that are disadvantaged, it was…again, you can’t do this for 
everyone or every time someone reaches out like this, but it makes you feel great when you can do 
something like this.” 
 
Hours after Itamar was drafted, the Cubs beat the Phillies on a most unlikely walkoff grand slam by 
Jason Heyward. I had already started digging into this story and I thought about karma or maybe divine 
intervention. 
 
Across the country, Rugendorf, his work done, said he “thought the same thing.” 
 
“You know what?” he said. “If there’s karma, that’s karma at work.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
An inside look at how the Cubs’ 2018 draft class came together  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Inside a private room at Chicago Cut Steakhouse on Wednesday night, Cubs officials gathered to 
decompress after a 40-round draft that lasted three days but represented years of gathering sensitive 
information, exhausting cross-country travel and too many hotel nights away from their families. 
 
Jason McLeod, the senior vice president who oversees scouting and player development, had just 
finished giving a toast when Jason Heyward blasted a walk-off grand slam into the Wrigley Field 
bleachers, a come-from-behind ending the Cubs hadn’t witnessed since a Ron Santo swing almost 50 
years ago. 
 
As a TV screen showed players jumping around at home plate after an unbelievable 7-5 win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies, Cubs scouts screamed and high-fived each other in the high-end restaurant 
overlooking the Chicago River. 
 
Maybe that is a good omen for the 2018 draft class, or at least a reminder to expect the unexpected and 
never pretend like you have it all figured out in this business. 
 
So, yes, at some point the Cubs weren’t sure if Nico Hoerner would even be a player on the first-round 
bubble, and maybe the lack of hype surrounding the Stanford shortstop could create some financial 
flexibility later in the draft. But the Cubs weren’t messing around with the No. 24 overall pick (and a slot 
value worth a little more than $2.7 million). Evaluators throughout the organization saw elite hand-eye 
coordination, untapped power potential and speed near the top of the scouting scale. The Cubs believe 
Hoerner has the athleticism and baseball IQ to stick at shortstop. Think of the way center fielder Albert 
Almora Jr. anticipates and always seems to be in the right place at the right time. 
 
Hoerner first has to finish his final exams at Stanford before signing his first professional contract. 
Hoerner’s mother, Keila Diehl, is a Stanford graduate who works at Cal-Berkeley’s Institute of East Asian 
Studies. Hoerner’s father, Fred, is a high school English teacher in the Bay Area. For the Hoerner 



 
background check, the Cubs accessed their network of contacts in the Cape Cod League as well as 
mental skills coordinator John Baker, who played for Stanford head coach David Esquer at Cal-Berkeley. 
 
“We used a lot of different sources of information to kind of triangulate to make sure we were not just 
falling in love with the Stanford background,” amateur scouting director Matt Dorey said Thursday, 
sitting in the Wrigley Field dugout before a 4-3 win over the Phillies. “We actually got to know who he 
was off the field. [But] this guy is a great baseball player with tools. It’s just not wrapped in like the 
prototypical first-round frame.” 
 
With five picks in the top 98 selections and a bonus pool worth slightly more than $7.5 million, the Cubs 
understood this would be a rare opportunity to take some chances and infuse their farm system with 
more premium talent and explosive athleticism. The Cubs obviously wouldn’t have drafted outfielders 
Brennen Davis (No. 62) and Cole Roederer (No. 77) that high without strong signals doubting their 
college commitments to Miami and UCLA. 
 
“The narrative coming into the year was that we were going to be picking at the bottom of the draft, not 
just this year, but hopefully for several years in the future,” Dorey said. “Having those (extra picks), we 
knew that the majority of the high school players — because they come with inherent risk — have been 
sliding into this range in the draft. 
 
“The college bats usually fly off the board pretty quick. The college pitching usually goes really good. And 
then there leaves this bucket where you can either shoot for a lower-ceiling college player with higher 
probability, or you can take a gamble and shoot for some high school upside, which we hadn’t done a 
ton of in the past. 
 
“We went in really scouting that demographic even more thoroughly than we have in the past.” 
 
Davis emerged as a legitimate Division I hoops recruit at Basha High School in Chandler, Arizona, about 
30 minutes away from the Cubs’ spring-training complex. As a junior, Davis helped lead his basketball 
team to a state title and got recognized as a defensive player of the year, an award that implies a tough, 
unselfish attitude. Davis is listed at 6-foot-4, 175 pounds with the stride and range to project as a center 
fielder. 
 
Though it will take time to adjust to playing every day, seeing professional sliders and clicking into place 
all the long levers in his right-handed swing, Davis scored well on the team’s pitch-recognition 
system/video-game simulations. 
 
The Cubs invited Davis to their Mesa facility and included him in a workout day at Wrigley Field for high 
school players from across the country, giving him a chance to meet with president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer. 
 
“We also just wanted to bring the families in so they got to know who we were,” Dorey said. “We really 
got to engage with him and his mom in a more individual, intimate setting. We knew the tools and the 
upside were really big, but we also were really confident with his background and where he came from 
that he’s going to be able to handle the adversity that he’ll face on the field.” 
 
The Cubs made a different calculation with third-round pick Jimmy Herron, Duke’s all-ACC 
outfielder/leadoff guy who may need Tommy John surgery. The typical guideline is six-to-nine months of 
recovery time for a position player. 



 
“There definitely is some risk of potentially having a procedure in the future,” Dorey said. “We actually 
feel really confident at this point — because he had played with it — that it’s not imminent. We feel 
with some management [it might be avoided]. He’s not DH-ing. He’s playing the outfield. 
 
“We had all the notes and the MRIs and our whole medical staff reviewed everything. We knew going in 
that could potentially slow down his development in this short window. But we felt the value of the 
player was so big regardless that we took him.” 
 
After drafting 52 pitchers combined in 2016 and 2017 — and making a series of moves to fortify the 
major-league staff — the Cubs didn’t have the same internal mandate to acquire arms. 
 
But the research and development department helped identify Tennessee Tech right-hander Ethan 
Roberts, a fourth-round pick/hybrid reliever with 29 career saves who this week threw 7.2 innings 
during an NCAA tournament win over Mississippi. 
 
In the sixth round, the Cubs bet on Kohl Franklin, a 6-foot-4, 190-pound right-hander out of Broken 
Arrow High School, the same Oklahoma program that produced Arizona Diamondbacks pitcher Archie 
Bradley. Franklin’s father, Jay, represents Bradley as a partner with B.B.I Sports Group. Franklin’s uncle, 
Ryan, pitched 12 seasons in the majors and now works as a special assistant for the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Franklin made a college commitment to Oklahoma but clearly has insight into the business side of the 
game. 
 
“We really like the upside,” Dorey said. “All high school pitching is a slower developmental process, but 
he checked a lot of the boxes that we look for from high school pitching — athleticism, size, strength, 
bloodlines and now stuff.” 
 
The wild card in this group might be 11th-round right-hander Riley Thompson, a Tommy John survivor 
who took a redshirt season in 2016 with a Louisville program that has produced eight draft picks in each 
of the last three years. Thompson — who put up a 6.82 ERA in 11 appearances this season — has now 
been drafted three times by three different organizations. 
 
“He’s got literally one of the best arms in the draft,” Dorey said, “regularly, mid-to-upper 90s with a 
power breaking ball. It was a little bit of a byproduct of just playing at Louisville, where they’ve had so 
much talent on the mound that he didn’t get a ton of opportunity, innings-wise. 
 
“We saw that talent and we thought it was a really good risk to take him. We’ll negotiate and hopefully 
get him signed. I’m confident that we’re going to have great conversation and allow him to get to know 
us a little bit better as an organization.” 
 
Maybe Epstein will show Thompson — who lists the Cubs as his favorite team on the Louisville athletics 
website — what 40,000 fans at Wrigley Field looks and sounds like before taking him out for a steak at 
Chicago Cut. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Raking Rizzo in middle of it all in win vs. Phils  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Anthony Rizzo is on a roll, hitting his second homer in as many games, and Tyler Chatwood is 
trending in the right direction, even if his numbers didn't look too good. 



 
 
Rizzo slugged his 10th homer in the Cubs' 4-3 victory over the Phillies on Thursday at Wrigley Field. He 
connected in the fourth inning and added a sacrifice fly in the three-run fifth, although the latter play 
needed a video review for confirmation. 
 
Rizzo was batting .149 on April 30, but since then he's hitting .317 with nine homers and 33 RBIs. 
 
"I've felt good for a little while," Rizzo said. "It's a matter of staying with the routine and staying with the 
process. It's a game of 700 at-bats, and you always have to remember that." 
 
Rizzo needed the video review for his second RBI of the game. With the game tied at 1 in the fifth 
against Nick Pivetta, the Cubs loaded the bases. Tommy La Stella and Kris Bryant then each hit RBI 
singles for a 3-1 lead. Albert Almora Jr. tried to score from third on Rizzo's fly ball to left and was 
originally called out by home-plate umpire Nick Mahrley, but the Cubs challenged the ruling, saying 
Phillies catcher Andrew Knapp had illegally blocked the plate. After a review, the call was overturned. 
 
"I thought it was a great play," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of the Phillies. "They made a great play -- 
great throw, great tag by the catcher. I thought technically, he did a great job. Fortunately, the rule 
permitted the run and we'll take it." 
 
Chatwood continued to struggle with his command, walking seven over 4 2/3 innings. It's the eighth 
time in 12 starts that he's walked at least five and the right-hander now has issued a Major League-
leading 56 free passes over 58 1/3 innings. 
 
"Today is the best I've felt for a while," Chatwood said. "Obviously, I walked way too many guys. It's a 
step in the right direction even though it didn't look like it." 
 
Chatwood made some changes in his delivery in his previous outing and carried that over into 
Thursday's game. 
 
"His stuff was a little more crisp, a little more sharp execution-wise," said catcher Chris Gimenez, who 
has caught Chatwood in back-to-back starts. "He did a good job battling. He's so worried about trying to 
execute to the most perfect intent as opposed to really pound the zone. That's what we've been trying 
to get in his head a little more. Throw the ball on the white and you can expand off it." 
 
Maddon sees plenty of positives. 
 
"We have two options -- keep working on it or not, and we're going to keep working on it," Maddon 
said. "I thought he looked better. I liked the abbreviated windup out of the stretch. I know he went 4 2/3 
[innings] and that doesn't look good, and I know he walked seven and that doesn't look good. I'm not 
here to make excuses for him at all. I'm just telling you I thought it was a cleaner delivery." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Rizzo keeps raking: Rizzo gave the Cubs an early lead with one out in the fourth when he launched a 2-0 
pitch from Pivetta to right for his 10th home run. It also was his 175th home run with the Cubs, breaking 
a tie with Andre Dawson and giving Rizzo sole possession of 13th place on the franchise's all-time list. 
Rizzo now has 19 RBIs in his past 18 games. 
 
"They've been trying to pitch him a certain way and he's getting to it," Maddon said. "He's really smart. 
He hits balls [to right], but normally his home runs to me are gap to gap. He's just getting his hands 



 
through on the barrel to the ball really well. ... He's been trending pretty good over the last month and a 
half." 
 
Payback: Scott Kingery hit a two-run double off Brian Duensing with one out in the sixth to pull 
Philadelphia within 4-3, and one out later, Maddon called on Steve Cishek to face Aaron Altherr for a 
second straight day. On Wednesday, Altherr hit three-run homer off Cishek. On Thursday, Cishek struck 
out Altherr looking on a 78-mph slider. 
 
"I love that it [worked out that way]," Maddon said. 
 
SOUND SMART 
La Stella reached base twice for the Cubs on catcher's interference calls against Knapp, doing so in the 
first and the eighth innings. The Cubs haven't drawn two catcher's interference calls twice in a game, 
much less by the same player. The last time it happened twice in a game was April 28, 2017, when the 
Astros' Josh Reddick did so against the Athletics. La Stella has reached on catcher's interference six times 
in his Chicago career, which is double the total of any Cubs player dating back to 1925. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Carlos Santana led off the Phillies' ninth with a 102.5-mph laser shot right at Cubs closer Brandon 
Morrow, who stuck his glove out in time to catch the ball. Rizzo immediately went over to check on 
Morrow, who finished the inning for his 15th save. 
 
"They're pitchers for a reason -- they're not athletes," Rizzo said jokingly. "I was like, 'Your heart has to 
be racing.' It was a big save for him." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"We come in, we battle. [Wednesday] was a special moment at Wrigley for the whole team and all of 
Chicago. We're going in the right direction. We just have to keep playing baseball." -- Rizzo, on the Cubs' 
recent success, including Wednesday's walk-off win against the Phillies 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Almora and the Cubs were understanding of Knapp's dilemma after the Cubs' challenge in the fifth 
overturned the out at home. 
 
"It's a tough situation for both guys," Almora said. "... I don't want to be a dirty player. He wants to 
prevent a run. It's tough." 
 
Gimenez had a special appreciation for the bang-bang nature of the play, saying: "I actually told [Knapp] 
that I thought it was a great play. I'm partial to the whole thing being a catcher, but to me that's a 
baseball play. Thankfully, today it worked out in our favor." 
 
UP NEXT 
Mike Montgomery will open the weekend series against the Pirates. The lefty is staying in the rotation 
as long as Yu Darvish is on the disabled list with inflammation in his right triceps. Montgomery has been 
stellar in his two starts, giving up one earned run over 11 2/3 innings while striking out nine. First pitch is 
scheduled for 1:20 p.m. CT from Wrigley Field, and right-hander Chad Kuhl will start for the Pirates. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs' home-plate collision challenge proves key  



 
By Matt Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- A fifth-inning Cubs rally was nearly cut short when Albert Almora Jr. was called out at the 
plate tagging up on Anthony Rizzo's flyout to left field in Chicago's 4-3 win over the Phillies on Thursday 
at Wrigley Field. 
 
With two runs already home in the inning, Rizzo lofted a bases-loaded drive to Phillies left fielder Dylan 
Cozens, whose relay reached home at the same time as Almora's head-first dive. Almora couldn't get 
around catcher Andrew Knapp's left foot and was called out after Knapp applied the tag, ending the 
inning. 
 
However, the Cubs challenged the call, and after a replay review, the ruling was overturned, as Knapp 
didn't allow Almora a path to the plate and therefore violated the home-plate collision rule, and the 
Cubs took a 4-1 lead. 
 
"It was just a reaction play," Knapp said. "I was reaching up for the ball and just going back to make a 
tag. I don't think I would've done anything different." 
 
"It's a very tough position for a catcher to be in," Phillies manager Gabe Kapler said. "I think he did 
everything he could, everything in his power to play it fairly. It just so happened the determination was 
that he was blocking the plate." 
 
According to Rule 7.13, catchers cannot block the plate from a runner attempting to score unless he has 
possession of the ball. It is up to the umpire to decide whether a catcher prevented a runner from 
scoring by blocking the plate before catching the ball. 
 
The rule first came into effect prior to the 2015 season and was intended to increase player safety by 
eliminating "egregious" collisions at the plate. 
 
Before then, catchers would do whatever they could to keep the runner from scoring, which usually 
meant standing between the runner and the plate. Conversely, baserunners would do whatever they 
had to do to score, even if that meant colliding with the catcher to reach the plate and knock the ball 
loose. 
 
"I thought it was a great play. They made a great play -- great throw, great tag by the catcher," Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon said. "I thought technically, he did a great job. Fortunately, the rule permitted the 
run, and we'll take it." 
 
"As a runner, if I go feet first, I'm going at him. That might cause an injury to him or myself. I try to go 
head first and that might cause an injury, " Almora said. "It's a tough situation for both guys. ... I don't 
want to be a dirty player. He wants to prevent a run. It's tough." 
 
Cubs catcher Chris Gimenez said he understood Knapp's dilemma on the play. 
 
"That's a baseball play," Gimenez said. "That's what we've been taught to do our entire career. I feel 
there's potentially some gray area there. In a game situation, when the ball's coming in, that's the last 
thing you're thinking about -- you're trying to do whatever you can to get the guy out." 
 
The run scored on the play ended up deciding the game after the Phillies scored two in the sixth. 
 



 
"It's obviously upsetting just because they scored another run and we're not out of the inning," Cozens 
said. "It's disappointing. I thought he was out. I don't know what the ruling was. I guess it was 
interference." 
 
The Phillies got out of the inning a batter later when Tommy La Stella was thrown out trying to steal 
home. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs glad to fill organizational gaps in '18 Draft  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Jason McLeod, director of scouting and player development for the Cubs, said Thursday they 
addressed some needs during the three-day MLB Draft. 
 
Overall, the Cubs selected 19 pitchers, three catchers, 11 outfielders and nine infielders, including 
shortstop Nico Hoerner of Stanford, who was their first-round pick (24th overall). 
 
"You're always happy the day after, but having those extra picks this year, I thought we were able to 
address what we feel are some organizational shortcomings with some of the graduations to the Major 
Leagues and some of the players we've traded away the last couple of years," McLeod said. "I know 
we're really excited about the players we acquired this year." 
 
Of the 42 players selected, the Cubs picked 29 college players and 13 high school players. McLeod said it 
was just a coincidence that they picked two players from the same high school back to back in outfielder 
Cole Roederer (77th overall) of Hart High School (Ariz.) and right-handed pitcher Paul Richan (78th 
overall) of the University of San Diego, who attended Hart. Cubs pitcher Mike Montgomery and Indians 
pitcher Trevor Bauer both attended Hart. 
 
"That's a great program at Hart and a lot of talent has come out of there," McLeod said. 
 
Six of the Cubs' college draft picks will be taking part in NCAA Super Regionals beginning this weekend, 
including third-round pick Jimmy Herron (Duke), fourth-round pick Ethan Roberts (Tennessee Tech), 
16th-round pick Josh Sawyer (Texas), 17th-round pick Jake Reindl (Arkansas), 23rd-round pick Hunter 
Taylor (South Carolina) and 29th-round pick Levi Jordan (Washington). 
 
Worth noting 
• Addison Russell, who has been sidelined since Sunday with a sprained left middle finger, took batting 
practice and ground balls on Thursday and has one more test on Friday before he's gets the go-ahead to 
return to the lineup, manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
Russell will take batting practice on Friday before the Cubs play the Pirates, and if all goes well, could be 
used late in the game. He most likely won't start until Saturday. 
 
• Maddon complimented Kris Bryant's heads-up baserunning in the fourth inning on Wednesday night. 
Bryant walked to lead off and the Phillies then shifted the infield to the right side during Anthony Rizzo's 
at-bat. Rizzo walked, and Bryant moved up but saw no one covering third base, so he took off and 
swiped the bag. 
 
Bryant then scored on Willson Contreras' single, which gave the Cubs a 2-0 lead. 



 
 
"The steal itself I think was instinctive," Maddon said. "As a third baseman himself, he's aware that could 
happen. I don't know how much he processed in advance, but I definitely saw the glance [by Bryant] 
once it occurred and he caught them off guard. That's why when you do shift, you have to talk about so 
many different things." 
 
• When Maddon handed Cory Mazzoni the ball to pitch in the ninth with two on and one out, he asked 
the pitcher if he had a Major League win yet. 
 
"When he gave me the ball, he said, 'Do you have a win yet?'" Mazzoni said Thursday. "[Maddon] said, 
'Tonight's the night.'" 
 
No pressure, right? 
 
"It didn't enter in because my job was to leave those two guys on base," Mazzoni said. "I'm sitting there 
with the bases loaded [in the Cubs' ninth] and thinking, 'Wow, this could actually happen.' [Jason] 
Heyward hits that grand slam, and you can't make that stuff up." 
 
Mazzoni did escape the ninth, retiring both batters he faced, and then watched as Jason Heyward hit a 
walk-off grand slam for a 7-5 Cubs victory over the Phillies. 
 
"That was probably the coolest game I've ever been a part of," Mazzoni said. 
 
• The Cubs named Class A Advanced Myrtle Beach catcher Jhonny Pereda and Class A South Bend right-
handed pitcher Cory Abbott the Minor League Player and Pitcher of the Month for May, respectively. 
 
Pereda, 22, batted .287 with six doubles, three homers and 16 RBIs in 23 May contests. Abbott, 22, 
made six May starts with South Bend, going 3-1 with a 2.67 ERA. He struck out an organizational-best 41 
batters, while walking 11 and limited opponents to a .227 average. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Yu Darvish's replacement is doing his job better than Darvish  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- It could have been the worst night of his life, but Mike Montgomery turned a terrible 
moment into an opportunity after getting kicked off his high school basketball team a decade ago. 
 
Montgomery was a rising two-sport star and basketball was actually his better game, but the 6-foot-5, 
215-pound lefty had an issue that only showed up come hoops season. 
 
"Parents would tell me you're a different person on the basketball court," Montgomery recalled 
recently. "In baseball, I was calm and collected. Not in basketball, I guess. ... I couldn't control my anger 
on the basketball court because I was a physical player and it can be physical on the court. You just don't 
have that in baseball." 
 
What Montgomery had in baseball was a live arm, which wasn't reaching its full potential at William S. 
Hart High School in Santa Clarita, California. His season always started later because of his commitments 
on the hardwood. That changed one night his senior year. 
 



 
"I got a couple technical fouls out of frustration during games and I think my coach, out of his own ego, 
said, 'If you get another technical you're off the team,'" Montgomery explained. "I figured, whatever, I 
was like the main player on the team. He's not going to kick me off. Sure enough, I get another technical 
in a heated rivalry game. Out of frustration. And so he kicks me off the team." 
 
The basketball team's loss was Montgomery's baseball career's gain. 
 
"That night when he was removed, I told him and his dad to come over to the house and we'll sit down 
and talk," Hart baseball coach Jim Ozella said in a phone interview. "He was bothered because he spent 
so much time playing basketball, but I said, 'Listen, we're going to make this the best thing that's ever 
happened to you.'" 
 
Montgomery remembers the meeting as well: "The baseball coach said, 'I don't care what happened, 
come play baseball. We'll work through it.'" 
 
"I got a couple technical fouls out of frustration during games and I think my coach, out of his own ego, 
said, 'If you get another technical you're off the team,'" Montgomery explained. "I figured, whatever, I 
was like the main player on the team. He's not going to kick me off. Sure enough, I get another technical 
in a heated rivalry game. Out of frustration. And so he kicks me off the team." - Cubs pitcher Mike 
Montgomery 
 
From that moment on, Montgomery's baseball career took off. He was a first-round draft pick by the 
Kansas City Royals in 2008, eventually making his way to the Cubs and saving Game 7 of the 2016 World 
Series. That might have been his coming-out party to the league, but the 28-year-old won't be satisfied 
until he gets a chance to start every five days. That chance is right now, as Montgomery is filling in for 
injured, high-priced righty Yu Darvish. 
 
The results so far speak for themselves, and he takes the mound for his third start of the season Friday 
against the Pittsburgh Pirates. In two outings as a starter, Montgomery has pitched a combined 11⅔ 
innings, giving up four hits, one walk and just one run. He's been fantastic. 
 
"His ability to throw four pitches in the strike zone was a big factor," catcher Chris Gimenez said. "He's 
always had a good changeup but wasn't always able to throw them for strikes. He did the other night." 
 
Gimenez and Montgomery were teammates in the Rays system in 2013. The pitcher was a far cry from 
the near-finished product he is today. Though neither player can remember exactly why, Gimenez was 
Montgomery's personal catcher. In the minors. That doesn't happen often. "Back then I didn't know 
what I was doing," Montgomery laughed in recalling that season. "I had a feel but everything was 
different. I set the record for wild pitches that year, in the International League. I was a different pitcher 
and [Gimenez] was a veteran-type guy they brought in." 
 
Montgomery threw 18 wild pitches that season, and Gimenez didn't dismiss the notion that the coaches 
might have just thought, 'Here, he's your problem,' giving the catcher the task of helping harness the 
talent everyone saw. Fast-forward to late last month, when Gimenez caught Montgomery in a game for 
the first time since that year. Even with Montgomery on a pitch count, the results were better than 
anyone could have expected: 5⅔ innings, two hits, five strikeouts, no walks, no runs, 76 pitches. The 
Cubs won 7-0. 
 
"I'm different now," Montgomery said. "We [he and Gimenez] joked about it the other day. He didn't 
have to block as many balls in the dirt this time. I used to spike a lot of heaters." 
 



 
Gimenez admitted that his shins and knees took a beating that minor league season, but now the lefty 
throws his fastball for strikes. It's been even better in Montgomery's two starts, as the opposition is 3-
for-18 (.167) in at-bats ending with that pitch. In Montgomery's outings from the bullpen this season, 
hitters were 21-for-60 (.350). 
 
"He's throwing strikes with this fastball," manager Joe Maddon said. "That box is checked. The changeup 
is great off of that, and throwing his curveball where he wants it. That's a pretty good formula right 
there." 
 
Even though it's just two outings, Montgomery's performance has been a godsend for a team searching 
for consistency in its rotation. Basically, he's doing what Darvish was supposed to be doing. He's 
relishing his time in the role, something he publicly pleaded for last offseason. 
 
"There was a lot of concern on my agent's end, regarding my health," Montgomery said of his swingman 
role. "That's his job. But I'm also someone that wants to pitch and wants to start. I don't regret saying 
that, but I'll do whatever the team asks." 
 
If he keeps it up, it's hard to envision Montgomery returning to the bullpen -- though that's exactly 
where he'll go once Darvish is healthy, according to Maddon. But with the way Darvish's season has 
gone, combined with Tyler Chatwood's walk-filled start to 2018, the possibility a long-term spot opens 
up certainly isn't out of the question. 
 
"It's been nice to be in a set routine these last 10 days or so," Montgomery said. "I'm trying not to focus 
on anything but my next outing. Right now it's as a starter." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs say Tyler Chatwood made progress despite seven more walks  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon could have stated the obvious -- that, yes, the team is 
concerned about a starting pitcher who has walked 56 batters in 58⅓ innings. Instead, Maddon doubled 
down on backing righty Tyler Chatwood, who walked seven in 4⅔ innings in a 4-3 win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies on Thursday. 
 
"He was better," Maddon stated after the game. "I know that's weird, but that was better. He had better 
pace. ... Overall there is a lot to build off of." 
 
That's quite the statement considering Chatwood leads all of baseball in free passes by a wide margin. In 
fact, going into Thursday evening, he had 17 more walks issued than the next pitcher, the White Sox' 
Lucas Giolito. Chatwood and Giolito are the only two hurlers who have walked seven or more batters in 
two games this season. Chatwood has walked five or more in a whopping eight starts this year -- but he 
claims progress as well. 
 
"Today is the best I felt in a while," he said. "Obviously the results weren't there. Physically I felt good. I 
felt like the ball was coming out [good] for the most part. Obviously, I walked way too many guys, but 
it's a step in the right direction even though it didn't look like it." 
 
At least Chatwood and Maddon can admit it kind of sounds silly to claim progress when the walks 
continue to pile up. Somehow, Chatwood's ERA is only 3.86, though he's often been bailed out by his 



 
bullpen, as he was on Thursday. Brian Duensing relieved him in the fifth with the bases loaded and 
promptly got pinch hitter Maikel Franco to pop out to end the inning. 
 
"I know he went 4⅔ innings and that doesn't look good," Maddon said. "I know he walked seven, that 
doesn't look good. I'm not here to make excuses for him at all. I just thought it was a cleaner delivery." 
 
Chatwood has refined his motion, eliminating his full wind-up in his last start, so perhaps the new look 
needs more time. But it was hard to see the progress on Thursday as he missed badly on several ball 
fours and hit a batter. He was all over the place -- and that's with a home plate umpire (Nick Mahrley) 
who was one of the most friendly to pitchers last season. 
 
According to ESPN Stats & Information, Chatwood increased his walks per nine innings to 8.64, the 
highest in team history, yet even his catcher on Thursday found some positives. 
 
 
"I was very impressed with his ability to continue to execute his pitches," Chris Gimenez said. "From 
what I've seen in the past, he was having a harder time doing it. ... The stuff was a little more crisp, a 
little more sharp. Execution-wise he did a better job as well." 
 
Was Gimenez watching the same game as everyone else? Defending a teammate is admirable, but it's 
hard to find sharpness in anything Chatwood did. 
 
The Cubs don't have many options to turn to with Yu Darvish on the disabled list, which has swingman 
Mike Montgomery already in the rotation. So they'll keep trotting out Chatwood, who signed a three-
year, $38 million deal last winter. 
 
"We have two options," Maddon said. "Let him keep working on it or not. We're going to let him keep 
working on it. 
 
"Let's keep moving it along. I saw better. I know the numbers don't necessarily agree with me, but I'm 
OK with that." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs draft strategy provides another clue into the direction of the franchise  
By Tony Andracki 
 
Under Theo Epstein's regime, the Cubs are all about trying to find baseball's next market inefficiency. 
 
Instead of following the crowd, they're always trying to be one step ahead, setting the tone. 
 
Over the last 15 or so months, we've seen a renaissance of sorts around the game as the Launce Angle 
Revolution has gained notoriety and velocity from pitchers has increased. 
 
The two downfalls to that are strikeouts and walks.  
 
It's more complicated than this, but for the most part: Hitters are sacrificing contact for power and 
pitchers are sacrificing control for velocity. 
 



 
The Cubs are trying to address that within their own organization and their strategy for the MLB Draft 
this week is another clue into how they plan on doing so. 
 
With science contradicting the effect of Launch Angle, it looks like that bubble is about to burst around 
the game. As such, the Cubs are trying to be one step ahead of the game, moving to a more contact-
oriented approach. 
 
Thanks to a pair of compensatory picks, the Cubs owned 12 selections in the first 10 rounds of the Draft. 
They used 7 of those picks on hitters, 5 college bats (Nico Hoerner, Jimmy Herron, Andy Weber, D.J. 
Artis, Luke Reynolds) and a pair of high-school outfielders (Brennen Davis, Cole Roederer). 
 
Throughout their respective 2018 seasons, 5 of those 7 hitters walked more than they struck out and all 
7 guys are seen as high-contact individuals. Combined, those 7 hitters drew 224 walks this spring against 
only 191 strikeouts. 
 
Now, part of that may be the competition they were facing, as the two high school kids were clearly far 
more advanced their their peers. 
 
Still, it's a glimpse into what the Cubs front office places the most value on moving forward. 
 
"If you look especially in the first 10 rounds, we really focused on guys that we feel can control the 
barrel, get the ball in play," said Jason McLeod, the Cubs senior vice president of player development 
and amateur scouting. "For some of those college guys, history of hitting, history of controlling the zone, 
low strikeouts." 
 
The Cubs believe the contact skills and strike zone judgement/organization will carry over to the 
professional ranks, especially with the college hitters who have faced more advanced pitching on a 
regular basis. 
 
Managing the strike zone and placing an emphasis on contact is also something the Cubs are preaching 
at every level in the minor leagues right now, making it a focal point as these young hitters develop 
toward the big leagues. 
 
With the pitchers they selected in the Top 10 picks, the Cubs once again prioritized the strike zone. 
 
Paul Richan — the second compensatory pick, 78th overall — doled out just 13 walks in 89.2 innings at 
University of San Diego this season, good for a sparkling 1.30 BB/9 ratio. 
 
Ethan Roberts — the right-handed reliever the Cubs selected in the 4th round (128th overall) — has 
permitted 31 free passes in 107.2 innings the last two seasons. 
 
Derek Casey — the Cubs' 9th round pick (278th overall) — walked only 25 batters in 95.2 innings at 
Virginia. 
 
In the big leagues, the main issue that has plagued the Cubs pitching staff since the start of last season is 
too many free passes. That was a major point of emphasis in the offseason, but yet the problem has 
persisted 1/3 of the way through 2018. 
 
Tyler Chatwood's start Thursday (7 walks and a hit batter) served as yet another reminder. 
 



 
"On the pitching front: When you look at Paul Richan, Derek Casey, some of the college arms that we 
took, these are guys that have consistently shown that they'll throw strikes, limit the walks," McLeod 
said. "And then we were able to sprinkle in a Kohl Franklin (6th round, 188th overall), who's another 
upside high school arm out of Oklahoma." 
 
These guys drafted Monday and Tuesday are still years away from Wrigley Field, but the organizational 
strategy is clear, both in the short and long term. 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Even with home plate rule working in their favor, Cubs still searching for clarity  
By Tony Andracki 
 
This home plate rule will not fade silently into the background. 
 
At least not with the Cubs. 
 
The "Buster Posey Rule," as it's become known as over the last few years has been a big point of 
contention around Major League Baseball. 
 
Recently, the Cubs have been right in the middle of that with two separate variations on the play, both 
of which benefitted the team. 
 
Anthony Rizzo deviated from his path toward home plate on Memorial Day last week, taking out Pirates 
catcher Elias Diaz with a slide to break up a double play and help push a pair of Cubs runs across. 
 
On the field, Rizzo's slide was ruled legal and later upheld by replay. But the following day, MLB actually 
announced they were wrong in ruling Rizzo's slide legal. 
 
Thursday afternoon at Wrigley Field, the Cubs were once again gifted a run due to a controversial play at 
the plate. As Rizzo lifted a fly ball into left field, Albert Almora Jr. tagged from third base and tried to 
slide in for the Cubs' fourth run of the game. 
 
A phenomenal throw from Phillies outfielder Dylan Cozens and a great tag and block by catcher Andrew 
Knapp prevented Almora from scoring initially. 
 
The play went to review, where the umpiring crew ruled Knapp was blocking the plate before the ball 
arrived, thus not giving Almora a lane to slide. 
 
As a result, Almora was ruled safe and the Cubs wound up winning the game - and the series - by a solo 
tally. 
 
"It was a great play," Joe Maddon said. "Great throw, great play by the catcher. Technically, the catcher 
did a great job. Fortunately, the rule permitted the run and we'll take it." 
 
So all's well that ends well, right? 
 
Not so fast. 
 
The Cubs are happy to have the run - and the win - of course, but they're still scratching their heads 
wondering what to do on those close plays at the plate. 



 
 
"The rule's super unclear," Almora said. "I want to be safe, I don't want to be a dirty player and he wants 
to prevent a run." 
 
Almora actually believes the runner is now in more danger than the catcher given there is supposed to 
be essentially zero contact between the two. Nobody's going to be plowing over catchers and getting 
away with it anytime soon. 
 
On the play, Almora is seen extending his arm right into the shin guard of Knapp, which could spell doom 
for fingers or hands or wrists moving forward. 
 
But players don't want to slide in feet first now and potentially hurt the catchers with their spikes. 
 
Things have progressed to where these plays and hazy rules are in the heads of baserunners as they 
barrel down toward home plate from third base. 
 
"I had the chance to hit him," Almora said. "But you don't want to. You don't want to be labeled as that 
guy. You want to be a fair player. You don't want to get hurt, you don't want to hurt anybody. 
 
"It's an unfortunate rule; it's still very blurry. I just hope they really clear it up soon before someone gets 
hurt." 
 
Cubs veteran catcher Chris Gimenez is nearing a decade in the big leagues and he has no idea what to do 
in either position, as catcher or baserunner. 
 
Gimenez said the last thing a catcher's thinking with the ball coming in is if his leg or body is too far in 
front of the plate, preventing a lane for the runner. 
 
At the same time, Gimenez has been caught too far off the plate in an effort to adhere to the rule and 
wound up letting runs score as guys dive in the back part of the plate. 
 
But maybe Thursday afternoon will be part of the learning experience moving forward. 
 
"It's just a sensitive subject," Rizzo said. "...I'm happy they overturned it. In my opinion, I think a lot 
more need to be overturned so guys have a better lane to slide. It's just one of those plays that's 
difficult." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jhonny Pereda and Cory Abbott named Cubs minor leaguers of the month  
By Ben Bokun 
 
With the Cubs winning six of their last seven games, it may seem difficult to shift focus to how prospects 
have been doing down in the farm system. 
 
But Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo weren’t the only ones who performed well throughout the month of 
May. 
 
On Thursday, the Cubs announced prospects Jhonny Pereda and Cory Abbott as the respective minor 
league player and pitcher of the month for their performances throughout May. 



 
 
Pereda, a 22-year-old catcher from Venezuela, hit .297 and accumulated an .846 OPS last month with 
Single-A Myrtle Beach. Showing power and discipline at the plate, Pereda hit three home runs, tallied 16 
RBIs and walked 14 times in 23 games during May. 
 
The right-handed catcher has achieved a .297/.370/.413 slash line with 30 RBIs in his 2018 campaign, 
making the most of his preseason promotion to the High-A level. As an international signing in his sixth 
year within the Cubs organization Pereda leads Myrtle Beach and ranks top 10 in the Carolina League for 
highest batting average in 47 games played. 
 
Abbott, who is also 22 years old, ranks as the 28th best prospect in the Cubs’ farm system, according to 
MLB.com. In six starts with Single-A South Bend, the right-handed Abbott struck out an eye-popping 41 
hitters during the month of May, topping all pitchers in the organization. During that span, Abbott 
notched a 3-1 record and a 2.67 ERA with only 11 walks. His ability to make bats miss helped him earn a 
promotion to High-A Myrtle Beach, making his first start with the Pelicans Thursday. 
 
After nine total starts this season with South Bend, Abbott has accumulated a 4-1 record with a 2.47 
ERA. The 2017 second-round pick has 57 strikeouts this year, but that’s not the only strong statistic. 
Abbott only walked 16 batters in 14 career minor league starts before he stepped on the mound for the 
first time with Myrtle Beach Thursday night. 
 
Even after their success this season, both Pereda and Abbott will have a long road ahead of them to get 
to the big leagues with the kind of talent the Cubs have had recently. 
 
The Cubs have a franchise catcher in Willson Contreras, who leads qualified MLB catchers in OPS this 
year. As long as Contreras is in the mix, Pereda will have a hard time winning a starting spot in the major 
leagues as long as he is in the Cubs organization. 
 
But Abbott could be a different story. His youth and proven performance in the minors have made him 
someone to monitor in the coming seasons. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
So you want to be a first round pick? Doug Glanville's journey from top prospect to MLB Draft Day  
By Doug Glanville 
 
On June 3, 1991, the phone rang in the home where I grew up in Teaneck, New Jersey. It was a call I had 
been excitedly expecting. This was MLB Draft Day and the closer a call from a Major League team came 
to the top of the hour, the higher I had been drafted. 
 
Shortly after the draft began, the Chicago Cubs called with hearty congratulations making me the 12th 
pick in the first round. It was a rush of emotion sparked from a lifelong passion for the game of baseball, 
all condensed into one moment. 
 
What was unspoken about the range of emotions I had felt was the feeling of relief. Although I was 
excited to start the dream, like all projected top picks, I also had been dealing with months, even years 
of scrutiny from being under the microscope of evaluation. 
 
I was only 20 years old and knew little about navigating the press or the exact rules of when or if I could 
have an agent to help me. Simply knowing who to trust outside of my immediate circle was a tall order. 



 
 
Despite the fact that I was an organization’s top pick, like everyone I had weaknesses. The many scouts 
and potential suitors that had engaged me before the draft came at me with everything under the sun. 
At the time, it was hard to understand all of the screening that came with this opportunity, even though 
I recognized they were about to make a significant investment in me: one that was not just financial, but 
developmental. 
 
Psych test? Check. Work ethic? Still evaluating. Family background? “Signability?” Not sure (kid may go 
back to school to get his engineering degree and cause us to waste our pick.) They needed answers and 
the best source was to get them from me, directly or indirectly, on and off the field. 
 
Pre-draft, especially as we got closer, my phone rang off the hook in my dorm room, prompting my 
college roommate to complain that he was my receptionist. Agents, scouts, media, friends, family, a 
girlfriend. At one point in the chaos, super-agent Scott Boras even flew to Philadelphia, from the West 
Coast, sat in my dorm room and gave a four-hour presentation on the unique economics of my draft 
status. He made compelling arguments that I was trading an engineer’s salary for near poverty in the 
minor leagues and I should be compensated for that exchange. He told stories like when he banged his 
shoe on the table while negotiating for a client (I think it was for LSU pitching legend Ben McDonald, but 
don’t quote me.) 
 
I also had some cryptic experiences. Before a game in college, we customarily went down the right field 
line to hit off of the batting tee. There was an entourage of scouts and media at the game, complete 
with video cameras on tripods. I grabbed a bat and walked down to the cage area. I got there and 
realized that I had forgotten a batting glove so I had to go back to the dugout. Then, like the changing of 
the ocean tide, an entire wave of evaluators stopped and followed me back only to have to reverse 
course to follow me again to the batting tee. One jokingly said to me, “Are you messing with us?” I was 
literally being tracked. 
 
Then there was the media. 
 
Nearing the peak of stress about this new concept of people who I had never met writing and talking 
about me, the New York Times called my house (guess he looked me up in the phone book) raising this 
idea that I was not committed to the game. It was not the first time I had heard this criticism since I 
chose an Ivy League school over going to a college with a national powerhouse baseball program. So I 
was ready on this day with a mini-speech to respond to what I knew was coming. The reporter followed 
up with the same line of questioning around my potential commitment issue. 
 
His evidence to support his inquiry was from when I was about 14 years old and rumor had it that I 
missed a summer league game against the team of some teenage source he had. He alleged that when 
his source asked my teammates about me, apparently my teammates said, “He only comes when he 
wants to.” It didn’t sound like the description of a committed ballplayer. Well, at least he did his 
research, but I still had to ask if I was really being held to an alleged missed game from when I was in 
junior high? 
 
Eventually, I was able to use the full speech for my defense. 
 
Just before the draft I had reached the end of patience with this “commitment” line of questioning by 
strangers. At this point, I knew the news on me was not all negative nor was all of it totally out of 
bounds. There were glowing comments about my ability, but not much about other aspects of my life 
(outside of the hometown news.) Then a scout from the Detroit Tigers came to a summer league game 
right before the draft and caught me in the parking lot. He dove in about why they should bother 



 
drafting me with this lack of commitment issue. So I read him the riot act. I kind of felt bad for him 
because this was just backlash for my newly compromised privacy that had been bottled up. 
 
I ranted about the sacrifices of my immigrant father and my mother, an African-American woman who 
grew up in the South in the 30s and 40s, that I owe it to my parents to finish school (they put a lot of 
money into my college – both my parents were first generation to go to college), and that I hoped he 
could see the positive of playing at a school where there were few baseball perks to play there. 
 
I played because I simply loved the game. I also did my research, the Tigers did not have a pick in the 
first round (they had a supplemental pick at No. 32). So I obnoxiously said, “I would not be around by 
the time you picked anyway. So it doesn’t matter.” He apologized and said he was just doing his job. But 
I was pretty exhausted at that point. Is it draft day yet? 
 
Once you hang up the phone on the draft day call, the media storm hits. The team that drafts you will 
tell the world how great a pick you were for their organization. That will feel good, that will let the air 
out of some of the stress balloons that had filled up just by waiting for this day to come. Here is one 
sample after I was drafted. 
 
In the Chicago Tribune, Paul Sullivan quoted the Cubs scouting and development director Dick Balderson 
as saying about me: "He’s a legitimate center-field guy...he’s an 8 runner, which is the top of the running 
scale, with an average to above-average arm. Not a power guy, but we think a guy who’s going to hit for 
average. He’s a guy who can run and play a legitimate premium position...” 
 
Now here is what was said about Cubs’ 2018 first round pick Nico Hoerner “He’s a multi-tool athlete 
with incredible makeup…..He’s a leader on the field. He’s a leader in the dugout. He’s incredibly 
passionate and all about winning. He’s exactly what we’re looking to bring into the organization.” (This 
from Cubs scouting and player development executive, Jason McLeod in the Chicago Sun Times.) 
 
Yet soon after the draft day twinkle fades. It will be time to sign on the dotted line and you may hear 
about some of the things you can’t do or, in my case, who may be better than you (although the slotting 
system probably cuts down on the bad blood of negotiating.) The top centerfield draft pick in 1991 was 
chosen second overall, Arizona State's Mike Kelly. I was told during one pre-sign conversation with a 
team official, and I paraphrase, that Kelly would drive in more runs than you will at the big league level. 
(Don’t take it personally, it is just business.) 
 
Even though it was hard to hear it at the time, it is fair game and advanced training for life in the big 
leagues and being under a national watchful eye on a daily basis. After all, money is now on the table 
and it is time to negotiate your first contract. Thick skin and patience are required. 
 
When I consider how communication has changed since 1991, it is clear that today’s evaluations are 
much more detailed, with video, the internet and social media. The 20-year-old today is considerably 
more versed than I was with the media and how to engage masses of people from all over the country. 
But the pitfalls are even deeper. 
 
It worked out for me about as well as it could have worked out. Just staying healthy was a victory. I lived 
out some of the greatest hopes of my baseball childhood. Carrying the dreams of my family, my 
community, my college, with me. It was an honor. I also was motivated by this tone that my focus, 
passion and drive was underestimated when I was first selected. 
 



 
Over time, I became more and more grateful for the opportunity and lessons the Cubs and ultimately 
Major League Baseball, gave me. I also had a chance to learn about the many people who were truly in 
my corner, and there were many who helped along the way. They must be cherished. 
 
Congratulations to the 2018 draft class! Exhale and don’t forget to enjoy the ride. Love the game, no 
matter what was, is, or will be said about you. If you need to correct the record, you can write your own 
story later. On and off the field. 
 
Or with a pen. 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Tyler Chatwood walks 7, but Cubs hold on for 4-3 victory over Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon hopes tensions won’t resurface this weekend when the Cubs face the Pirates less 
than two weeks after the teams’ sliding interference controversy. 
 
“I found a little bit of it humorous,” Maddon said. “I would hope (it’s not resurrected).” 
 
What’s not funny is the manner in which the Cubs have needed to wiggle Tyler Chatwood out of trouble, 
especially with four important series looming against the Pirates, Brewers, Cardinals and Dodgers with 
only one day off to massage a spent bullpen. 
 
The Cubs survived seven walks in 4 2/3 innings from Chatwood on Thursday at Wrigley Field in a 4-3 
victory over the Phillies that moved them to within one-half game of the idle Brewers in the National 
League Central. 
 
With injured starter Yu Darvish yet to throw a bullpen session, the Cubs must rely more on left-hander 
Mike Montgomery, who faces the Pirates on Friday at home. 
 
Meanwhile, the Cubs must deal with Chatwood’s struggles trying to overcome his wildness. 
 
“Obviously, I walked way too many guys but it’s a step in the right direction even though it didn’t look 
like it,” said Chatwood, who worked exclusively out of the stretch for the second consecutive start but 
walked at least five for the eighth time. He now has walked 56 batters in 58 1/3 innings. 
 
Some of his misses made his strike to pitch rate (58 to 107) look worse. Chatwood nearly hit Aaron 
Altherr in the head on a 3-2 pitch in the third, missed high and tight to opposing pitcher Nick Pivetta on 
a 2-1 pitch before walking him with two outs and no one on base in the fourth, sailed a 1-1 pitch past 
Scott Kingery and bounced a delivery two pitches later before Kingery grounded out in the fifth. 
 
“We have two options,” Maddon said. “Let him keep working on it or not. We’re going to let him keep 
working on it.” 
 
Maddon thought Chatwood’s delivery looked cleaner, but he still summoned for Brian Duensing to make 
his 28th appearance with the bases loaded and two outs in the fifth, and was rewarded when Duensing 
induced pinch-hitter Maikel Franco to pop to short. 
 
“We’ve been trying to juggle it back and forth,” Maddon said. 
 



 
The Cubs used five relievers Thursday, including Steve Cishek, left-hander Justin Wilson, Pedro Strop and 
closer Brandon Morrow after Duensing. 
 
“It’s the residue of winning, which is a good thing,” Maddon said. ”But you would like the starters to get 
deeper in the game and cut back on their usage.” 
 
Because of their workload, Maddon hopes to avoid using Cishek, Wilson and Morrow in Friday’s series 
opener. 
 
Fortunately for the Cubs, Montgomery has pitched efficiently in each of his two starts since replacing 
Darvish (who played catch for the third time this week since going on the disabled list) and could extend 
his next outing to 90 to 100 pitches. 
 
The Cubs remain adamant Montgomery, who prefers to start, likely will return to the bullpen when 
Darvish returns, possibly by the end of June. 
 
But Chatwood’s wildness and subsequent short outings could press them into a situation where 
Montgomery might be needed to stay in the rotation before a July 21 doubleheader against the 
Cardinals. 
 
“(Montgomery) has been throwing strikes with his fastball,” Maddon said. “That box is checked, and 
that’s the biggest difference. His changeup has been great off of that, and he has been throwing his 
curve for strikes when he wants to. But it comes down to fastball command. Without that, the other 
pitches aren’t as effective. That’s the way the world works. 
 
“Of course he wants to seize his opportunity to (start), of course he does. But he also knows when 
everyone is well what’s going to happen then. He has been pragmatic. He looks at it the right way. He’s 
doing all those things well.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Despite winning interference appeal, Cubs want rules defined better  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs were grateful for a video replay Thursday that overturned an out call at home plate in the fifth 
inning that resulted in the winning run of a 4-3 victory over the Phillies. 
 
Upon appeal, it was determined catcher Andrew Knapp used his left leg to block Albert Almora Jr.’s path 
to home plate. Despite the outcome, Almora hopes the rules regarding catchers, baserunners and home 
plate become more precise. 
 
“I hope they clear it up soon before someone gets hurt,” Almora said after resorting to a head-first slide 
before Knapp was found to have violated the home plate collision rules. 
 
The overturn occurred on the eve of a weekend visit from the Pirates, who initially were irate May 28 
when Anthony Rizzo was not charged with obstruction after clipping the leg of catcher Elias Diaz, who 
sailed a throw into right field that allowed two runs to score. An official review less than 24 hours later 
ruled that the Cubs should have been penalized for Rizzo’s sliding interference. 
 
This time, Rizzo was credited with a sacrifice fly after Almora’s out was overturned. 



 
 
“It’s just a sensitive subject,” Rizzo said. “We take the lane. Sometimes catchers block that lane, and we 
don’t take the lane and it’s our fault and I don’t know the solution. It’s a tough one, and if Albert goes in 
shoulder-first, he looks like the bad guy. 
 
“But technically, that’s the rule. If the catcher is trying to make a play, it’s not like he’s trying to block the 
plate on purpose. I’m happy they overturned it.” 
 
Said manager Joe Maddon: “They made a great play, great throw and great tag. Fortunately, the rule 
permitted the run, and we’ll take it.” 
 
Rizzo’s romp: Rizzo’s homer in the fourth was the 175th of his Cubs career, moving him into sole 
possession of 13th place on the franchise’s all-time list. Rizzo has 19 RBIs in his last 18 games with an at-
bat, raising his season total to 42 after ending April with nine. 
 
I’ve felt good for a little while now,” Rizzo said. “It’s a game of 700 at-bats. You always have to 
remember that.” 
 
Extra innings: Shortstop Addison Russell could be cleared to play if his left middle finger feels fine during 
batting practice before Friday’s game, Maddon said. … Left-hander Justin Wilson has 10 strikeouts in his 
last 4 2/3 innings. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Drew Smyly's comeback with the Cubs on schedule  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The prospect of throwing batting practice at Wrigley Field never has looked this attractive for left-
hander Drew Smyly. 
 
“I’m looking forward to throwing in a stadium Friday, versus a big dose of the back fields lately,” Smyly 
said. “Facing big league hitters in a big league stadium will be a confidence booster going forward.” 
 
Smyly said he’s scheduled to throw about 25 to 30 pitches in his second batting practice session since 
undergoing Tommy John surgery last July. Smyly was signed to a two-year contract last December with 
the intent to have him ready for a relief role in the second half and compete for a starting job in 2019. 
 
“Things have been going great,” said Smyly, 28, who has a 31-27 record and 3.74 ERA in 156 major 
league games with the Tigers and Rays (2012-16). “I couldn’t ask for a smoother ride so far. I’m facing 
hitters again for the first time in more than a year, so it’s an exciting step.” 
 
Smyly threw batting practice at the Cubs’ spring training facility in Mesa on Monday and he hopes to 
progress to throwing simulated games by the end of June. 
 
“Hopefully by July, I’ll be relatively built up to three or four innings and then maybe start a rehab 
assignment,” Smyly said. “We’re playing it by ear. They don’t tell me much. They don’t give me the big 
picture. But I’m facing hitters again, so I’m pitching competitively, and it’s a matter of time before I get 
in some games.” 
 



 
Smyly hasn’t pitched since the end of the 2016 season, before he was traded from the Rays to the 
Mariners, only to never throw a pitch for the Mariners due to arm problems that eventually resulted in 
surgery. 
 
“It’s a big step, the final stage,” Smyly said. “So playing in games in a competitive situation is something 
I’m excited about.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' draft provides balance in farm system  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs believe this week’s amateur draft allowed them to address shortcomings caused by early 
graduations to the major leagues and trades to fortify the major league roster. 
 
“You look at those first three picks, with Nico (Hoerner), Brennen (Davis) and Cole Roederer, you’re 
looking at middle of the field athletes with upside impact potential for all of them,” Jason McLeod, 
senior vice president of player development/scouting, said Thursday. “They’re really good athletes. They 
all run. We believe in the bats of all three players. 
 
“If you look at the first 10 rounds, we really focused on guys we feel can control the barrel, put the ball 
in play. For some of those college guys, they had a history of controlling the zone with low strikeouts.” 
 
The Cubs’ emphasis on pitching in the previous three drafts also necessitated their emphasis on drafting 
athletic players to provide balance. 
 
They received some encouraging results Wednesday night when Rollie Lacy, an 11th round pick out of 
Creighton in the 2017 draft, and Ben Hecht, a 12th round pick out of Wichita State, combined to throw a 
no-hitter for Class-A South Bend. 
 
Lacy and Hecht are viewed as sinker specialists who throw in the 90 mph range. 
 
Dakota Mekkes, a 10th round pick out of Michigan State in the 2016 draft, threw a scoreless inning in his 
debut for Triple-A Iowa against Albuquerque. 
 
“(Mekkes) always has missed a lot of barrels,” McLeod said. “He throws from a lower slot and gives a 
funky look. His performance has been phenomenal. 
 
The 6-foot-7, 250-pound Mekkes has an 0.77 ERA in 17 appearances to go with 30 strikeouts in 21 1/3 
innings at Double-A Tennessee and Iowa. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Top prospect Adbert Alzolay out with injury but promotion to Cubs is 'close' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs hope Adbert Alzolay will be wiser once he returns from a lat injury and shows he’s ready for 
the major leagues. 
 



 
“I wouldn’t say at this time, but close,” Jason McLeod, the Cubs’ senior vice president of scouting/player 
development, said Thursday. 
 
Alzolay, 23, currently is recovering from an injury suffered May 29 after pitching four hitless innings for 
Triple-A Iowa. 
 
Prior to Alzolay’s last outing, he had allowed 14 earned runs in his previous three starts, which led to 
some overanalyzing. 
 
‘With his mindset and makeup, he was trying to dissect what happened and work harder,” McLeod said. 
“We have to ramp him down sometimes. No one likes to get beat around.” 
 
Alzolay is 2-4 with a 4.76 ERA in eight starts. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Series preview: Pirates at Cubs  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
All games on WSCR-AM 670. 
 
Friday: 1:20 p.m., NBCSCH. 
 
RH Chad Kuhl (4-3, 3.86) vs. LH Mike Montgomery (1-1, 3.89). 
 
Saturday: 1:20 p.m., ABC-7. 
 
RH Nick Kingham (2-2, 4.03) vs. LH Jon Lester (6-2, 2.44). 
 
Sunday: 1:20 p.m., WGN-9. 
 
RH Joe Musgrove (2-1, 1.89) vs. RH Kyle Hendricks (4-5, 3.59). 
 
-- 
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