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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1965-The Reds trade Frank Robinson to the Orioles for Milt Pappas, Jack Bladschun and Dick Simpson. Robinson will go on to 

become the first player to win a Most Valuable Player Award in both leagues 
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Reds Xtra: New manager David Bell right at home in Cincinnati 
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It probably wasn’t a job requirement, but the fact manager David Bell is going to live in Cincinnati year-round is a fairly big deal. 

 

He’s the first manager since Pete Rose to do.  

 

But there’s more to it than that. Bell has an office in the front office — right in the thick of the top decision-makers. 

 

“One of the reasons I think he’ll be effective here is his commitment to living here year-round,” Reds president of baseball 

operations Dick Williams said. “That’s made a big difference in the early going. He literally just sort of picked up and moved here. 

 

“He’s already bought a house and moved in. He didn’t waste any time. It’s his office, (general manager Nick Krall), myself, David 

and Buddy (Bell). It’s literally connected offices in a row.” 

 

Buddy Bell, of course, is David’s father and vice president, senior adviser to Williams.  

 

“We can get a decent amount done on a daily basis on the coaching staff, player discussions,” Williams said. “We can expedite that. 

That’s important because we have a lot to do. I’ve been really pleased with the level of connectivity we’ve had in the early going.” 

 

Bell was the only field manager at General Manager Meetings. He made the trip to the Dominican Republic with Williams in the 

aftermath of the car crash that took the life of minor leaguer Jairo Capellan. He went to the Arizona Fall League. 

 

When the Reds hired Bell, they said he would be the face of the franchise. They’ve held to that.  

 

There have been seed changes throughout the organization. The director of scouting, the director of player development and the 

international scouting director were re-assigned. But all three are still employed by the team, and only one was replaced by an 

outside hire.  

 

A lot of Reds fans, justifiably, rolled their eyes at the moves. Shuffling the chairs and all that. 

 

But changing the job description of the manager is a significant change. Bell isn’t going to be making trades on free agents. But 

when the Winter Meetings start Sunday in Las Vegas, he’ll be more involved than any manager since the first couple of years of 

Jack McKeon.  

 

“I’ve been engaged,” Bell said. “I’ve been included in discussions. I’ve done a lot of listening because it helps my knowledge basis 

of our organization as we talk through everything. I’ve been included in a lot in the front office.” 

 

Bell, of course, will be judged by what happens on the field. He knows that. And he knows fans are frustrated. He had a 2-hour 

question-and-answer session with the season-ticket holders on the eve of Redsfest. 

 

“A lot of great questions,” he said. “I was impressed with their knowledge of the team. That was fun. A good warmup session. It’s 

fun to be with people who care so much about the team.” 

 

Those passionate fans want to see the Reds do something post haste. And the Reds certainly have to add pitching to give Bell a 

chance for success in 2019 season.  



 

Williams has said the club has more to spend on the free agents that in the past. Owner Bob Castellini says the payroll will be the 

highest in club history.  

 

That would bring it in at over $115 million. It was $101 million last year. My colleague, Paul Daugherty, speculated it could go to 

$130 million. A friend with Reds connections mentioned $150 million to me the other night.  

 

Williams is not commenting on the number. He only said the Reds are going into the Winter Meetings with a firm number.  

 

The fact the Boston Red Sox gave Nathan Eovaldi, a pitcher with a 44-53 career record and a 4.16 career ERA and twice had 

Tommy John surgery, doesn’t set the market where the Reds and other temps shopping for pitching would like it.  

 

Still, no matter what the Reds have to spend, they’ll be able to improve the pitching. That says as much about how bad the pitching 

was as does about who they might get.  

 

Bell’s influence might help with free agents. It was a coup to get Derek Johnson as pitching coach and Turner Ward as hitting 

coach. Both coached in the National League Championship Series last year and could have returned to their old club. 

 

It shows Bell is respected in the game. He’s going to have a lot of impact on the franchise in his tenure here, given the expanded job 

description.  

 

But the Reds can make that first year a lot smoother by giving him some players to work with. 

 

 

 
 


