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Braves' 6-run fifth not enough to bail out Blair 

By Mark Bowman and Anthony DiComo / MLB.com | 12:51 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- James Loney's three-run home run provided enough cushion for the Mets to weather a six-run flurry produced against Steven Matz and 
claim an 8-6 win over the suddenly pesky Braves at Turner Field on Friday night. 

After Loney's homer off Aaron Blair provided the Mets an 8-0 lead in the fifth inning, the Braves tallied six runs in the bottom half of the frame 
against Matz, who had retired 11 of the 12 batters he'd faced through the first four innings and ended up allowing six earned runs over 4 1/3 
frames. Atlanta recorded just two hits against three Mets relievers, including closer Jeurys Familia, who recorded the game's final four outs with 
the help of some heads-up defense. One of those was a sensational game-ending pick at first base by Loney after a wild third strike that scooted 
away from Travis d'Arnaud. 

"He made two real good plays over there tonight, besides hitting the homer," Mets manager Terry Collins said. "So it was a good night for him." 

The Braves had won seven of their previous eight games, including each of the four played against the Mets within this span. But they were unable 
to overcome the struggles endured by Blair, who allowed eight earned runs and seven hits over 4 1/3 innings. New York secured its third win in its 
past four games after Atlanta put two on with none out in the ninth. 

Third baseman Wilmer Flores dove to catch Chase d'Arnaud's sacrifice-bunt attempt, but the ball popped out of his glove. This simply set the stage 
for Flores to step on third and throw to second to complete a double play. The wacky game ended when a replay review confirmed d'Arnaud's 
throw to first base beat Jace Peterson, who was attempting to reach on a dropped third strike. 

"These guys don't get down and they're never out," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "That's about as good of a trait as they can have. The way 
they hung in there tonight, I had a good feeling something good was going to happen." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Setting records the hard way: To become the first Met to convert 25 straight save opportunities to open a season, Familia had to record the 
game's final four outs -- the first of them with a runner in scoring position. The closer began by inducing an inning-ending groundout from Adonis 
Garcia in the eighth, then used two fine defensive plays behind him to escape a two-on, no-outs jam in the ninth. That was good for Familia's 25th 
save, snapping a tie with Armando Benitez for the longest streak to start a season in franchise history.   

Fifth-inning eruption: The Braves recorded eight hits through their first nine at-bats of the fifth inning and three hits within their other 27 at-bats 
of the game. Mets center fielder Yoenis Cespedes lost a Nick Markakis fly ball that resulted in one of three consecutive doubles that began the 
fifth. Brandon Snyder's opposite-field three-run home run was the most costly blow delivered against Matz. 

"Obviously, being down eight runs is tough, but nobody is trying to give up," Snyder said. "To see the guys come back and start rallying like that, it 
kind of picked the fans up and got everybody into it. We came up a little short, but I think it just kind of shows that we're here to play and we're 
going to fight until the last out."   

Only the Loney: A Mets team that entered the night with a Major League-leading 53.2 percent of its runs via homers scored five against Blair 
without the benefit of a long ball. That changed when Loney clubbed a three-run homer off Blair with one out in the fifth, staking the Mets to an 8-
0 lead. Blair was out of the game one batter later. 

"For me, it's getting good pitches to hit," Loney said. "Wherever they go, they go. There's never been a hit that I didn't like." 

Patience is running thin: Snitker indicated the club will further discuss whether to give another start to Blair, who has allowed at least six runs in 
four of his past seven starts. Loney got hit with an 0-2 curveball during a two-run second inning and was behind in the count 0-2 before drilling both 
his double in the fourth and his homer in the fifth. The Braves' rookie hurler has struggled with command in the past, but Snitker felt he threw too 
many "hittable" strikes when ahead in the count during this game. 
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"You look at his ball-strike ratio and it was pretty good," Snitker said. "But you can be wild in the strike zone, too, and miss your mark. I think he 
was. I saw the 0-2 breaking ball to Loney [on the home run]. It was [more like an] 0-0 pitch, not an 0-2 pitch. It was just things like that. The 
command with the strikes just wasn't good, and he got hurt." 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Within their six-run fifth inning, the Braves tallied more runs than they had totaled in 31 of their previous 37 home games. 

FROM THE TRAINER'S ROOM 
After Braves reliever Chris Withrow picked Cespedes off first base in the seventh, the Mets outfielder stayed immobile on the infield dirt for more 
than a minute with a twisted left ankle. But in the bottom of the inning, Cespedes trotted back out to center field, no visibly worse for wear. The 
likely All-Star had missed Thursday's game with a sprained left wrist.   

Matz also said that his left elbow, which bothered him after his last start, was "tight, but fine." He did not blame it for the six runs he allowed in the 
fifth. 

REPLAY REVIEW 
The Braves received some good fortune during their six-run fifth inning when they challenged the out call made afterEnder Inciarte hit a one-out 
grounder to shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera. The call was reversed after a replay review showed Inciarte contacted the bag before Cabrera's throw 
reached Loney's glove. 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Mets: Though Jacob deGrom has quietly rounded into form with a 2.81 ERA over his last five starts, a lack of offensive support has left him 0-3 in 
those games. He'll look to snap a personal nine-game winless streak when the Mets and Braves return to Turner Field on Saturday for a 7:15 p.m. 
ET game. 

Braves: Atlanta will counter with Julio Teheran, who has posted a 1.89 ERA over his past 12 starts. Teheran tossed a one-hit shutout at Citi Field on 
Sunday. He has completed 16 consecutive scoreless innings against the Mets dating back to last year. 

 

Braves showcase resiliency during big inning 

Trailing by eight runs, club scores six times in fifth to get back into game 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | 1:21 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- When the Braves responded to an eight-run deficit by tallying six runs in the fifth inning on Friday night, they showed some of the same 
resiliency that has enabled them to finally have some fun over the past week. But their one flash of offensive production was not enough to erase 
the damage Aaron Blair incurred during an 8-6 loss to the Mets. 

"They just kept battling in the six-run inning," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "Guys were banging the ball around and didn't get down, which 
would have been easy to do." 

Given that they'd lost 10 of their past 12, it would have been easy for the Braves to fold their tents after they surrendered a pair of runs to the Reds 
in the 13th inning of a June 15 game. But they tallied three runs in the bottom half of that inning and entered Friday having won seven of the eight 
games that followed. 

Some of their recent joy evaporated as they generated one baserunner through the first four innings against Steven Matz while also watching the 
Mets tag Blair for eight runs over 4 1/3 frames. But this Atlanta club that has endured much mental strife throughout this season instead showed 
more fight as it recorded eight hits and tallied six runs before Matz exited with one out in the fifth inning. 

Jeff Francoeur, Nick Markakis and Adonis Garcia opened the fifth inning with three consecutive doubles. Mets center fielder Yoenis Cespedes aided 
this rally when he lost Markakis' routine fly ball in the lights. But for the most part, the Braves had their way against Matz, who incurred his most 
costly blow when Brandon Snyder came off the bench to drill an opposite-field three-run home run. 

"In that situation, with runners on first and third in the middle of a rally, you're just trying to square the ball up and try to get that run in from 
third," Snyder said. "Being ahead in the count, I faced him in New York and just tried to look for a fastball away and put a good swing on it." 

The Braves recorded eight hits within their first nine at-bats of the fifth inning and just three others within their other 27 at-bats of the night. Still, 
after their bullpen ran its scoreless streak to 21 2/3 innings, there was a chance to win it in the ninth when Mets closer Jeurys Familia put two on 
with none out. 

But Chase d'Arnaud lined a sacrifice-bunt attempt that unfortunately for the Braves fell out of a diving Wilmer Flores' glove near third base. Flores 
stepped on third base for one out and then threw to second base to force out Erick Aybar, who had thought the ball had been caught and stayed 
on first. 
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"That's one of those things that happens," Snitker said. "What are you going to do? [Flores] comes in and it surprised me when he dropped it. The 
runners were just dead in the water there." 

 

Coppolella can't see Braves trading Teheran 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 24th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Along with creating some laughs courtesy of the candid responses he provided during his #AskCoppy Twitter Q&A on Friday afternoon, 
Braves general manager John Coppolella stoked more interest on the trade front and essentially admitted that a Freddie Freeman trade might not 
be the only deal that would come at the expense of his right arm. 

When asked if Arodys Vizcaino and Julio Teheran are in the Braves' future, Coppolella responded with: "Yes. I don't see us trading Teheran at this 
point, he's almost into "right-arm" type status for us now." 

During this past offseason, Coppolella said he'd trade his right arm before he traded Freeman. Now after watching a rejuvenated Teheran provide 
consistent encouragement over the past two months, the Braves GM seems intent on placing both his first baseman and right-handed veteran in 
the "essentially untouchable" category. 

Accounting for the Braves' recent history, it is necessary to include "essentially" in front of untouchable to guard against the possibility that a 
general manager might be willing to offer something that would rival Dansby Swanson, Ender Inciarte andAaron Blair -- the package gained when 
Coppolella traded Shelby Miller to the D-backs in December. 

Teheran has posted a 1.89 ERA over his past 12 starts and he is owed an average annual salary of $9.3 million through the end of the 2020 season. 
Thus there will certainly be some teams that show interest, but it seems doubtful the Braves will get the return they are seeking for the 25-year-old 
right-hander. 

There are still some reservations about Teheran, who within this 12-start span has produced a 3.40 FIP -- a stat that measures what a pitcher's ERA 
would have been if he were to have experienced league average results on balls in play. It focuses solely on the events a pitcher has the most 
control over -- strikeouts, unintentional walks, hit-by-pitches and home runs. Opponents have also produced a .196 BABIP (batting average on balls 
in play) -- more than .100 points below the league average. 

Still if the Braves were to trade Teheran, they would be removing the experienced and reliable element that exists within their young starting 
rotation. Thus there would understandably be some reluctance to potentially set back the rebuilding process another year at the expense of what 
it's been built around -- starting pitching. 

"I don't see us trading Julio," Coppolella said in response to another #AskCoppy question. 

While Teheran and Freeman might be as safe as any established Braves veteran has been since the end of the 2014 season, Vizcaino certainly 
seems to be Coppolella's most valuable trade chip. The 25-year-old closer has produced a 1.80 ERA and limited opponents to a .209 batting average 
over the 65 innings completed dating back to his 2015 season debut. 

The Braves' top potential return would likely come from any deal involving Vizcaino or possibly some of the prospects they have compiled over the 
past two years. But if right-handed pitcher Bud Norris and shortstop Erick Aybar extend their recent success, both could also bring a respectable 
return via trade. 

 

Aaron tears away No. 44 for Turner Field countdown 

By Pat James / MLB.com | June 24th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- For each home game this season, the Braves have welcomed a special guest to Turner Field to help count down the number of games 
remaining at the ballpark. 

So with Friday's game against the Mets representing 44 home games left before the team moves to SunTrust Park in 2017, the organization invited 
Hank Aaron to perform the honor. 

Aaron, whose No. 44 jersey was retired by the Braves in 1977, sauntered onto the field at the end of the fifth inning and received a standing 
ovation from the crowd as an honorary video of him played on the scoreboard. 

Then, as each guest has done this season, the former home run king helped tear away the No. 44 from the left-field wall as a part of the season-
long celebration. 
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Robertson reunites with Aaron, honored in Atlanta 

Legendary NBA player receives Hank Aaron Champion for Justice Award 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 24th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Long before he established himself as one of the greatest players in basketball history, Oscar Robertson was among the many African-
American children of his generation who had a genuine appreciation for Jackie Robinson and the black ballplayers who helped paved the way for 
equality both in sports and many other walks of life. 

"When you're in the ghetto, you play all sports, but baseball was the dominant sport," said Robertson, who grew up in Indianapolis during the 
1940s and '50s. "Everybody played baseball, but in my high school there wasn't a baseball field. So my older brother gravitated toward basketball 
and I followed." 

Though his focus was placed on basketball, Robertson continued to show interest in what Robinson, Hank Aaron and other African-Americans were 
doing in baseball once Major League Baseball's color barrier was broken in 1947. He eventually developed a friendship with Aaron, the legendary 
figure with whom he was reunited on Friday, when the Braves kicked off Heritage Weekend. 

One of the highlights of this event came with the presentation of the 2016 Hank Aaron Champion for Justice Awards. This year's recipients included 
Robertson, Braves vice chairman John Schuerholz, co-founder of the National Farmworkers Association Dolores Huerta and National Urban League 
president Marc Morial. 

"Every game I remember [Robertson] playing, he dominated no matter who he was playing against," Schuerholz said. "He did it consistently and 
with great professionalism. He was a very, very talented man and he set himself up to be one of the greatest players ever from the NBA." 

Along with possessing tremendous athletic talents, Robertson possessed leadership skills that enabled him to long serve as the president of the 
NBA's Player's Association. Within this role, he filed an antitrust suit that eventually opened the door to free agency and ultimately the highly 
lucrative contracts basketball players have gained over the decades that have followed. 

As Robertson progressed through his journeys, he never lost sight of the fact that the opportunities he was given to shape the future were 
provided by the sacrifices that had been made by Robinson, Aaron and the other African-American athletes who had come before him. 

"When Jackie came along, it was a tremendous time for him to take what he did in order for guys to play today," Robertson said. "That is something 
a lot of the players don't know and still don't to this day. He sacrificed his life. He died prematurely. There was too much pressure on the guy. But 
he paved the way for everybody, not only in baseball, but in all sports." 

 

deGrom tries to get back in win column vs. Teheran 

By Pat James / MLB.com | June 24th, 2016  

Jacob deGrom's winless streak stretched to nine starts on Sunday, when Julio Teheran and the Braves defeated the Mets, 6-0, at Citi Field. 

Now, just six days later, the right-hander will look to avoid extending that streak to double digits when he squares off against Atlanta on Saturday 
at Turner Field in a rematch vs. Teheran. 

deGrom's most recent win came on April 30 against San Francisco. Since then, the 28-year-old has posted an 0-4 record and a 3.58 ERA. The Mets 
have gone 2-7 in his starts. 

This recent stretch hasn't fallen solely on deGrom. New York has averaged only 3.21 runs per game with him on the mound this year -- the sixth-
lowest mark in the National League -- and scored only two total runs in his past four outings. 

Much like deGrom, Teheran hasn't received much help from his offense. The right-hander received two or fewer runs of support in 10 of his first 12 
starts, and the Braves have averaged only 2.94 runs per game when he pitches, the third-lowest mark in the NL. 

But after receiving a season-high six runs of support in his complete-game one-hitter Sunday, the Braves' ace will hope his team's bats stay hot as 
he attempts to win back-to-back games for the first time this season. 

Things to know about this game 
• A.J. Pierzynski stands two doubles away from becoming the fourth catcher to record 400 career doubles. The 39-year-old will look to accomplish 
this feat against deGrom, who he's 0-for-9 against during his career. 

• Neil Walker entered May tied for third in the NL with 13 home runs. He's homered just once in June, though, as he's lost his power stroke. The 
second baseman hasn't found much success vs. Teheran, who he's 2-for-14 against in his career. 
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• All three of Teheran's wins this year have come on the road, where he's posted a 2.10 ERA. The right-hander is 0-4 with a 3.28 ERA at Turner Field 
this season. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves’ rally against Mets comes up short 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

This was shaping up to be the strangest and most improbable of all the Braves comebacks in the past week. 

If only they could have pulled it off. 

The Braves staged a furious rally from an eight-run deficit against the Mets but couldn’t finish the come back and lost 8-6 on Friday at Turner Field. 
The Braves (25-48) have lost two of three games since their season-long six-game winning streak. 

The Braves overcame deficits in six of their past seven victories. This one appeared to be a lost cause after James Loney’s three-run home run in the 
fifth inning against Aaron Blair put the Mets (39-33) ahead 8-0. Mets ace left-hander Steven Matz had faced the minimum 12 batters through four 
innings. 

But then the Braves rallied with six runs against him in the bottom of the fifth, highlighted by Brandon Snyder’s pinch-hit, three-run home run. 

“Obviously being down eight runs is tough but nobody is trying to give up,” Snyder said. “For the guys to come back and start rallying like that it 
kind of picked the fans up and got everybody into it. It came up a little short but I think it just kind shows that we are here to play and we are going 
to fight until the last out. 

The Braves’ big inning was sparked by a weird play in the Mets’ outfield. 

Jeff Francoeur led off with a double, just the second hit for the Braves against Matz. The next batter, Nick Markakis, hit a lazy fly ball to left-center 
field. 

But center fielder Yoenis Cespedes appeared to lose sight of the ball in the lights set against the twilight sky, which sometimes happens at Turner 
Field. Cespedes jogged toward the infield as if he thought it was a pop up, and seemed startled when the ball instead dropped between him and 
left fielder Michael Conforto. 

“It was one of those games where a lot of crazy stuff went on,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. 

After that mishap, the Braves suddenly started stringing together hits against Matz. 

Adonis Garcia rapped a double to deep right-center field that scored Francoeur and Markakis. With one out and two runners on base, Snyder sent 
Matz’s 2-0 pitch over the right-field wall to cut the lead to 8-5. 

“Brandon has the big hit there to kind of lift everybody up and it’s like, ‘Wow, we can do this,’” Snitker said. 

Jace Peterson, Ender Inciarte and Freddie Freeman hit consecutive singles, with Freeman’s hit scoring a run. That prompted Mets manager Terry 
Collins to pull Matz, who hadn’t pitched less than five innings or allowed more than four runs since his first start of the season at the Marlins. 

The Braves’ rally fizzled from there. Mets reliever Hansel Robles retired the next two batters to start a run of eight consecutive outs. Markakis hit a 
two-out double to chase left-hander Antonio Bastardo in the eighth inning but closer Jeurys Familia came in and got Garcia to ground out on his 
first pitch. 

The Braves got two runners on base with no outs in the ninth against Familia when Tyler Flowers singled and Familia hit Erick Aybar with a pitch. 
The next batter, pinch hitter Chase d’Arnaud, popped up a bunt that third baseman Flores dived to catch it but the ball bounced. 

Flowers and Aybar scrambled back to their bases thinking Flores did catch it, and he completed the double play. 

“That’s just one of those things that happens,” Snitker said. “What are you going to do? It surprised the hell out of me when he dropped and then 
the runners are just dead in the water there. You are just hoping Jace is going to hit a two-run homer to tie the game.” 

Familia struck out Peterson but Mets catcher Travis d’Arnaud dropped it. He recovered to throw to first in time to get Peterson, an out that was 
confirmed on a crew chief replay review. 
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Braves rookie Blair roughed up again 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

At some point the Braves are going to have to decide if touted pitching prospect Aaron Blair is better off learning in the minors rather than getting 
beat up in the big leagues. 

It looks as if the time to send down Blair is now after the Mets roughed up the rookie on the way to an 8-6 victory on Friday at Turner Field. Braves 
interim manager Brian Snitker said the team’s brass would meet Saturday to decide if Blair would make his next start but all signs pointed to Blair 
going back to Triple-A Gwinnett. 

The Mets chased Blair after 4 1/3 innings, making the fifth time in 11 starts that Blair lasted less than five. Blair gave up a three-run homer to James 
Loney in the fifth inning that put the Braves in an 8-0 hole that they couldn’t overcome in spite of a spirited rally with six runs in the bottom of the 
inning. 

“He didn’t give in, he just missed his mark too many times pretty much,” Snitker said. 

The Braves acquired Blair from the Diamondbacks in December 2015 as part of the Shelby Miller trade. The former first-round pick out of Marshall 
University was considered to be close to major-league ready and entered this season rated as the second-best pitching prospect in the Braves’ 
organization. 

Blair had three promising starts after the Braves promoted him from Triple-A Gwinnett in April. But he’s been mostly ineffective since then and 
now has a 7.99 ERA. 

“It’s a learning process,” Blair said.It’s taking a little bit longer than I had hoped or expected. It just comes with the territory and you’ve got to 
bounce back and get back out there.” 

Blair has allowed a home run in three of his last four starts and seven total after he’d given up just one homer over his first six starts. Snitker pulled 
Blair after he followed the homer to Loney in the fifth with a five-pitch walk to Wilmer Flores. 

Blair allowed seven hits and eight runs over 4 1/1 innings with three walks (one intentional) and two strikeouts. He threw 48 strikes among 72 total 
pitches. 

“If you look at his strike-ball ratio it’s pretty good but you can be wild in the strike zone, too, and missing your mark,” Snitker said. “The 0-2 
breaking ball to Loney, that was an 0-0 pitch not an 0-2 pitch. It’s just things like that. The command, although with the strikes, it wasn’t good and 
he got hurt with it.” 

After a perfect first inning, Blair allowed two runs before recording an out in the second. 

Neil Walker singled, Blair hit James Loney with a pitch and Wilmer Flores rapped an RBI double to left-center. Blair actually caught a break because 
the ball bounced over the wall, forcing Loney to stop at third. He ended up scoring, anyway, on Travis d’Arnaud’s ground out. 

Blair gave up three more runs in the fourth inning. Walker led of with a single and Loney followed with a double. After Flores grounded out, Snitker 
decided to intentionally walk Michael Conforto to load the bases and get to d’Arnaud. He singled to score two runs and pitcher Steven Matz hit a 
sacrifice fly for a 5-0 lead. 

 

Braves’ Snyder takes advantage of opportunity in 8-6 loss to Mets 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Opportunities have been limited for Atlanta Braves infielder Brandon Snyder. However, when they do come, he is fully prepared to take advantage. 

“I tell (Braves interim manager Brian) Snitker all the time, all I ask is that you tell me when and I will be ready,” Snyder said. “That is the way I have 
looked at it. Every opportunity is a blessing and to try and take advantage of it.” 

On Friday night, Snitker did call Snyder’s number. It was in the fifth inning with the Braves down 8-2 against the New York Mets. There were two 
runners on and Snitker instructed him to pinch hit. 

After a couple of pitches, Snyder deposited a fastball over the right field wall. It was his second home run since being called up on June 2 from 
Triple-A Gwinnett. The three-run blast was his fourth hit in 14 at-bats. This season, all of his hits have been extra-base hits. 

“In that situation with runners on first and third in the middle of a rally, you are just trying to square a ball up and get that run in from third,” he 
said. “Being ahead in the count, and having faced him in New York, I looked for a fastball away and tried to put a good swing on it.” 

The home run was the big hit in a six run inning for the Braves. The Braves added one more run in the inning but couldn’t get any further. 
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The loss drops the Braves to 25-48 overall. However, they have still won seven of their last nine games and are 1-1 on the homestand. 

In defeat, Snitker was proud of his team for battling. He praised the team for staying in the game and Snyder for the big hit in the middle innings. 

“They kept battling in the six run inning,” he said. “Guys were just batting the ball around and didn’t get down, which would’ve been easy against a 
good pitcher. They put some really good at-bats on them and Brandon (Snyder) had the big hit there to lift everybody up. We just got down too 
far.” 

The Braves will be back at it tomorrow against the Mets. Pitcher Julio Teheran faces Mets’ Jacob deGrom in a battle of young star pitchers. 

 

Braves recent success fueled by timely hitting and pitching 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Atlanta Braves are starting to find their groove. 

Now at 25-47, the Braves have won seven of their past eight games, all of them have coming after trailing at some point. 

“They have down a great job of picking each other up and getting the job done,” interim manager Brian Snitker said Friday. “Overall to a man, they 
have done a really good job.” 

This season, the Braves have 14 comeback victories. However, the team’s recent success has come down to simple decision-making. 

“We just want to have a quality at-bats and do what the situation dictates along with our starting pitching and bullpen,” catcher Tyler Flowers said. 

Thursday night was a prime example of this approach. 

The Braves beat the New York Mets 4-3 after third baseman Adonis Garcia hit a go-ahead two-run homer in the eighth inning. Garcia sent a fastball 
over the left field fence for the Braves 16th win under Snitker. 

Since he took over, the team has also beaten some of the game’s best pitchers. This list includes victories over New York’s Matt Harvey, Steven 
Matz and Miami’s Jose Fernandez. 

As a result, several players have gotten hot of late. This includes a pair of veterans in first baseman Freddie Freeman and shortstop Erick Aybar. 

Freeman earned the National League Player of the Week honors for the week of June 19. He hit .435 and had nine extra-base hits during that span. 

Aybar has come back strong in his return to the lineup. He has hit .364 since being activated from the disabled list with an ankle injury. 

Snitker believes both players have helped the lineup improve. He also points out to the bullpen as another reason why the team has been rolling. 

“I’ve had a lot of confidence with everybody that I have brought in especially our left-handers,” he said. “All of them have the capability to start an 
inning regardless of the matchup. I have been really happy with everyone that has come in, and if it wasn’t for those guys, we wouldn’t have the 
opportunity to come back late in games.” 

The bullpen have held opponents to a .161 batting average in the seven-game stretch. Also, the group hasn’t allowed a run since June 16. 

Outfielder Jeff Francoeur believes the new success has added confidence to the team. 

“It’s huge,” he said Friday. “Just from a standpoint to get some breathing room. To feel like we can win. Especially for some of these young pitchers, 
hopefully they learn if they go out and pitch a certain way they will get rewarded for it.” 

The Braves are in the midst of a 10-game homestand. They hope to continue to stay hot and feed off the energy of their pitchers. 

“We can continue to have a nice little run here,” Flowers said. “Right now we just have to continue to swing the bats like we are and not necessarily 
look at the number of runs we are putting up.” 

 

‘Frenchy’ says Snitker’s hire provided stability for Braves 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves entered the weekend with a 16-19 record under interim manager Brian Snitker after they were 9-28 with Fredi Gonzalez. After losing 10 
of 12 games from June 2 to 14, they had surged to victories in seven of their last eight. 

http://www.myajc.com/staff/michael-cunningham/


It’s tough to parse how much credit Snitker deserves for the team’s improved record. But Braves veteran Jeff Francoeur said he the organization 
removed a distraction when it resolved the managerial situation by firing Gonzalez and elevating Snitker from Triple-A Gwinnett. 

“I said this when all of that was happening with Fredi—and I love Fredi—it wasn’t fair to him and it wasn’t fair to us,” Francoeur said. “He didn’t 
have fun knowing if he was going to be here tomorrow. We were answering questions. There’s more stability now. It’s not a knock on (Gonzalez), 
it’s just the way things are. 

“I think it feels good for most of the guys when they come in every day it’s just about baseball now. That’s what we want.” 

During a Twitter Q-and-A with fans, Braves general manager John Coppolella was asked if Snitker is “building momentum to have the ‘interim’ tag 
removed” and become the permanent manager. 

 “We are going to evaluate at the end of the season, but the team has responded well under him which is encouraging,” Coppolella posted in 
response. 

 

‘Coppy’ Q-and-A: Braves GM covets Padres’ Wil Myers 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves general manager John Coppolella answered questions from fans on Friday via the team’s Twitter account. Here are some highlights: 

On if the Braves are interested in acquiring Padres first baseman/outfielder Wil Meyers 

“Yes. I have called (Padres GM A.J.) Preller about him multiple times.” 

On if revenue at new ballpark will be reinvested in the team or go to team owner Liberty Media’s stockholders 

“Invest in the team. We will have more money to spend this off season than in any of the 10 years I’ve been here.” 

On the possibility of trading right-hander Julio Teheran, the staff ace 

“I don’t see us trading Teheran at this point, he’s almost into ‘right-arm’ type status for us now.” 

On if he’s concerned about right-hander Matt Wisler 

“He’s got a lot of talent, but I feel like he has regressed since the start of the season. (Pitching coach) Roger McDowell is on it.” 

On getting a “real cleanup hitter” for the lineup 

“No doubt we need to upgrade our offense and that will be our primary objective this off season.” 

On which position he’d prefer for the “power bat” the Braves acquire 

“Catcher.” 

On if he learned any lessons from the trade in which the Braves acquired Hector Olivera from the Dodgers in exchange for Alex Wood, Jim Johnson 
and Jose Peraza 

“Yes — bad trade for us and one that I wish we had back — all we can do is learn from it and move forward.” 

On if the Braves plan to move top prospect and shortstop Dansby Swanson Double-A Mississippi to Triple-A Gwinnett to play alongside second 
baseman/shortstop Ozzie Albies 

“We don’t have a definitive timetable, but we would like to get these two together — they bonded in (spring training).” 

On the rationale for recently moving top pitching prospect Tyrell Jenkins to the bullpen 

“Many great starting pitchers have begun their careers in the bullpen like Johan Santana, Kris Medlen, Brandon Beachy.” 

On trading shortstop Andrelton Simmons 

“Love ‘Simba,’ but we felt the players we got back in trade would help us win a World Series more.” 
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Teheran’s on a roll, and targeted by teams for trade 

By David O’Brien 

The Boston Red Sox will be among several (or more) teams with scouts on hand tonight to see Julio Teheran face the Mets’ Jacob deGrom for the 
second time in seven days. Because even if Braves GM John Coppolella has said it would take a huge offer to pry Teheran in a trade and reiterated 
Thursday that he doesn’t think the pitcher will be dealt, teams aren’t giving up acquiring the best possibly available  pitcher on the market before 
the Aug. 1 non-waiver deadline. 

Teheran is signed to a club-friendly contract through 2019, plus a $12 million club option for 2020 including a $1 million buyout. He’s owed only 
about $28 million over the next 3 ½ seasons, which, in today’s pitching market, makes him a huge bargain. For that reason, and the fact he’s only 
25 and seems to be improving, I don’t see how trading Teheran would make the Braves better, unless they were to get back a bounty beginning 
with, but not limited to, a young, impactful major league hitter – not a prospect but an actual major leaguer. 

Really, unless you can fill a couple of positions with young talent in a deal, trading Teheran, with that contract and the fact that the Braves don’t 
have any other young pitchers who are established and ready, for sure, to head up the rotation going into the new ballpark in 2017, and you don’t 
want to rely on a still-developing kid or a journeyman-type veteran to lead the rotation. 

And since the Braves have made it clear they don’t plan to acquiring frontline starting pitching through free agency – and who can blame them, 
given the size of contracts in recent years and the percentage of those deals that work out favorably for teams? – then it makes more sense to keep 
Teheran, at least for another year until one or two of the young pitchers has clearly turned a corner and become a consistent, gives-you-a-chance-
to-win-every-time type of top-half-of-rotation starter. 

Remember, he’s signed to a club-friendly deal for 3 1/2 more seasons, really 4 1/2 considering that also-club-friendly option should he continue 
pitching at a high level. Did we mention Teheran’s 0.91 WHIP (walks-plus-hits per inning pitched) is second among major league starters this 
season? Behind only Clayton Kershaw and ahead of freakin’ Jake Arrieta (0.98) among many others definitely not available in trade. 

So anyway, tonight is a rematch of Sunday’s game at New York, where Teheran was nearly perfect in a one-hit, complete-game shutout with no 
walks and seven strikeouts. It was a masterful pitching performance for the Colombian, who continues doing his thing, start after start, whether he 
gets run support or not. He got a rare abundance of it in Sunday’s 6-0 win. 

Teheran is 3-5 with a 1.89 ERA and .168 opponents’ average in his past 12 starts, with 78 strikeouts and 16 walks in 81 innings. He’s allowed three 
runs or fewer in every start during that span including one or no earned runs in seven starts, but he’s received just 2.89 support runs per nine 
innings pitched. 

For the season, he has the third-lowest run support (2.94) among major league starters, a hair better than teammate Matt Wisler (2.91). 

Teheran is 1-6 in 10 night games despite a 2.80 ERA and 58 strikeouts with 18 walks in 61 innings. (He’s 2-1 with a 2.43 ERA in five day games, with 
34 strikeouts and six walks in 37 innings.) 

Hard to believe, but Teheran is still looking for his first win this season at Turner Field, where he’s 0-4 despite a 3.28 ERA and .218 opponents’ 
average in eight starts with 47 strikeouts  and 16 walks in 46 2/3 innings. In seven road starts, he’s 3-3 with a 2.10 ERA, a puny .149 opponents’ 
average and 45 strikeouts with only eight walks in 51 1/3 innings. 

This is crazy: During Teheeran’s great 21-start run since Sept. 1 – 2.36 ERA, .192 opponents’ average, two earned runs or fewer allowed in 16 of 21 
games – he has recorded just one win in 11 home starts. He’s 1-4 with a 2.70 ERA and .214 opponents’ average in 11 home starts in that span, with 
68 strikeouts and 22 walks in 66 2/3 innings, and he allowed more than three earned runs just once in those 11 games. 

The Braves scored two runs or fewer while Teheran was in 10 of those 11 home starts, and scored three runs while he was in the other. Wins and 
losses for pitchers, folks. They are a completely unreliable measure of performance. But worth noting, because pitchers still get measured by them 
in the view of some award voters, and it’s still nice to take those wins to the bargaining table. 

The Mets have seen about enough of Teheran, I reckon. After getting roughed up by them in a 2011 relief appearance during his first callup, 
Teheran is 5-3 with a 2.30 ERA in 10 starts against the Mets since the beginning of the 2013 season, including 4-2 with a 1.82 ERA and .131 
opponents’ average in his past six starts against them. 

Jacob deGrom is 0-4 with a 3.58 ERA and .244 opponents’ average in his past nine starts, with 57 strikeouts, 14 walks in 55 1/3 innings. In Sunday’s 
loss to Teheran at New York, deGrom gave up five hits, three runs and a homer in six innings. 

Nick Markakis is 4-for-12 with a homer against deGrom, Freddie Freeman is 4-for-16 with a homer, Jace Peterson is 3-for-11 and A.J. Pierzynski is 0-
for-9. 

DeGrom is winless (0-3) in five night games despite a 3.19 ERA and 31 strikeouts with five walks in 31 innings. 

• Etc. 



Braves rookie starter Aaron Blair, after giving up eight runs in 4 1/3 innings in Friday’s loss, has a 10.22 ERA and .329 opponents’ average in his past 
eight starts, with almost as many walks (20) as strikeouts (24) in 34 1/3 innings, and eight homers allowed in that span. He was optioned to Triple-A 
Gwinnett on Saturday and lefty reliever Matt Marksberry was recalled. 

James Loney, who doubled and homered off Blair on Friday, is 7-for-15 (.467) in five games against the Braves this season with three doubles, a 
triple, a homer, four walks, a .600 OBP and 1.000 slugging percentage. 

 

Dueling stadiums: Braves, Falcons pitch their new homes 

By Tim Tucker - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

During a news conference about Mercedes-Benz Stadium food prices last month, a reporter noted the Braves will widen seats by an average of 1 
1/2 inches at SunTrust Park and asked if the Falcons will do likewise at their new home. 

Falcons president and CEO Rich McKay said yes, explaining most seats will grow from 19 inches at the Georgia Dome to 21 inches. Then Arthur 
Blank put a finer point on it. 

“You say SunTrust is … 1 1/2 inches different?” the Falcons owner said to the reporter. “We’re 2 inches.” 

The comment drew laughter and reflected the inevitable comparisons between metro Atlanta’s dual and dueling new stadiums. 

With both SunTrust Park and Mercedes-Benz Stadium slated to open next year, the Braves and Falcons are in the marketplace concurrently selling 
sponsorships, suites and season tickets. Sometimes the two stadiums seem to be battling for the market’s attention — even as both teams insist 
they don’t consider themselves in competition with the other. 

The Braves last month held a media tour of the SunTrust Park construction site and this month held a “topping out” ceremony to celebrate the 
placement of the final steel beam atop the ballpark. On Thursday, the Falcons opened the Mercedes-Benz Stadium construction site for a media 
tour of their own. 

The Falcons last month staged an elaborate announcement of reduced concession-stand prices in their new stadium and followed up by mailing 
crisp $2 bills to prospective season-ticket buyers with the message: “The first hot dog is on us.” Three days after the Falcons’ food announcement, 
the Braves announced “eight new restaurant, retail and entertainment concepts” for the mixed-use development adjacent to their new stadium. 

The Braves and Falcons organizations get along well, which allows them to occasionally cross-check schedules for major stadium developments. 

“If it’s a big enough announcement, we try to do a little bit of due diligence to see whether or not they have some sort of really big announcement 
(at the same time),” said Derek Schiller, the Braves’ president of business. 

Still, as 75 media members toured SunTrust Park one morning last month, many of them received an emailed news release on their phones 
announcing a sponsorship deal to make SunTrust the “official bank” of Atlanta United, Blank’s new soccer team that will play in Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium. 

“We were not aware that they were doing an announcement. I don’t know that they were aware that we were doing our big media tour for the 
first time,” Schiller said later. 

It was no big deal — except as a reminder of how unusual it is for a metro area to have two stadiums opening in the same year. 

“We’re not worried about making our splash versus them making their splash,” said Steve Cannon, CEO of AMB Group, the parent company of the 
Falcons and Atlanta United. “We’re not worried about grabbing mind-share in terms of folks’ attention. We believe there is room enough for (the 
Braves) to launch their stadium their way, the right way, and that doesn’t concern us whatsoever about how we’re going to launch Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium.” 

McKay suggested the biggest issue posed by having both stadiums being built simultaneously is the demand for construction workers. 

“It’s very rare that you have $2 billion-plus of construction going on between just two projects, so that’s a challenge,” McKay said. “It’s one that our 
subcontractors, I’m sure, have struggled with at times to make sure they get enough manpower.” 

The cost of the Falcons’ downtown stadium has risen to $1.5 billion. The Braves’ Cobb County stadium has a $672 million price tag and the team’s 
adjacent development another $558 million. Both stadiums involve hundreds of millions in taxpayer dollars. 

The dual stadiums don’t appear to have hurt the Braves or Falcons in sponsorship deals, which are a major revenue source for both teams. 

The Braves signed a 25-year naming-rights deal with SunTrust Banks in September 2014, and the Falcons followed 11 months later with a 27-year 
deal with Mercedes-Benz. 
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Before reaching its deal with the Braves, SunTrust also explored naming rights on the Falcons stadium. 

“We had a conversation with (McKay) and others about their vision and what they wanted,” said Jenner Wood, corporate executive vice president 
of SunTrust Banks. “We were well down the road with this (Braves) vision. We started earlier with the Braves. But yeah, we talked it. And I think we 
found the right sponsorship level for us (on both stadiums).” 

After putting its name on the Braves stadium, SunTrust extended a long partnership with the Falcons by signing a new deal that will put the bank’s 
name on one of the field-level clubs at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 

Coca-Cola also has sponsorship deals with both stadiums. But a number of companies have narrowed their focus to deals with one or the other. 

Schiller said “it would be foolish” not to assume that a company considering both stadiums weighs how to allocate dollars between them, but he 
said the two projects are distinct enough to minimize head-to-head sales competition. 

“I think not only the sponsors, but also the different assets we each can deliver, are differentiated enough that it is not viewed by us as a 
competitive issue,” Schiller said. “We’re not seeing a company say, ‘Braves, you give us your best pitch. Falcons, you give us your best pitch. And 
we’re going to decide between the two.’ That may be out there, but I haven’t heard of that.” 

Both Schiller and McKay said the teams’ season-ticket bases have relatively little overlap. 

In the end, McKay said, the Atlanta market is big enough for all of its teams — and for the simultaneous marketing of two new stadiums. 

“We’ve co-existed with the Braves and the Hawks for a long time — and very successfully,” McKay said. “We don’t view ourselves as competitors 
(with each other). We like the Hawks a lot. We like the Braves a lot. They like us. We’ve never tried to market against them, and I know the same 
would go for them of us. 

“There is plenty to market to. This is a big town.” 

 

Atlanta Business Chronicle 

Atlanta Braves re-eyeing Florida county for spring training home 

Phil W. Hudson - Staff Writer - Atlanta Business Chronicle 

The Atlanta Braves may take another swing at a Florida county at which it previously balked. 

"We hope that Collier County will consider entering into further discussions with us to explore that possibility," Braves Vice Chairman John 
Schuerholz wrote in a letter to the county, according to the Naples Daily News. 

In May. the Braves withdrew from a meeting with Collier County leaders because the county wasn’t able to meet the Braves’ deadline for having a 
new stadium by spring 2018 which made it look like “the county had struck out with the Atlanta Braves before any real negotiations could begin”, 
the paper noted. 

Collier County's county seat is East Naples, which is about 120 northwest of Miami. The county is home of the fictional Miami Dolphins kicker, Ray 
Finkle, who is described as "the first and only professional athlete to come out of Collier County" in the 1994 film Ace Ventura: Pet 
Detective starring Jim Carrey. 

The Braves’ lease at its current spring training location at Walt Disney World in Orlando ends in 2017. 

The club wants to leave Orlando because they are becoming geographically isolated in central Florida. With the Houston Astros and 
the Washington Nationals leaving central Florida for West Palm Beach, all of the Grapefruit League teams will be playing near Florida’s coasts 
except for the Braves and theDetroit Tigers, who play in Lakeland. Eight Major League teams train on Florida’s West Coast and, after the Astros and 
Nationals move, five will be on the East Coast. 

The team has explored other locations in Sarasota and Palm Beach counties, the paper added. 

Meanwhile in Georgia, the Braves and Cobb County celebrated a major construction milestone June 13 with a “topping out” for the $672 million 
SunTrust Park. 

At the ritual, Cobb Commission Chairman Tim Lee said that over the next 10 years, the ballpark will generate more than $120 million in new 
revenues for Cobb County schools, or enough to pay for 290 new teachers. 

And things are also looking bright on the construction side of business. 

Club CEO and Chairman Terry McGuirk said the stadium is on budget and continues to be on schedule to open in April 2017. 
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On June 13, McGuirk said that there is no deal in place yet for a new spring training home in Florida, and with time growing short, it seems as if the 
Braves will have to play an extra year at ESPN’s Wide World of Sports Complex. 

 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune 

Collier County back in the hunt for Braves facility 

Shortly after team executives wrote to Sarasota County about their interest here, they've written a similar letter to Collier County leaders 

By Zach Murdock 

SARASOTA — Collier County will get another at-bat to try to secure the Atlanta Braves' next spring training complex, just two months after it 
appeared to strike out on proposed plans there. 

Earlier this month team vice chairman John Schuerholz met with Collier County Manager Leo Ochs to express renewed interest in relocating there 
after the team decided a new facility is unlikely to be ready until 2019, a year later than originally expected. 

"That would mean we would have to enter into a definitive agreement with a new partner by the end of 2016 or early 2017," Schuerholz wrote in a 
letter to Ochs after the meeting. "We hope that Collier County will consider entering into further discussions with us to explore that possibility." 

Ochs plans to ask county commissioners next week to authorize staff to begin "feasibility analyses and due diligence" on the project to determine 
possible plans, according to the commission's agenda. 

The Braves' rekindled interest in Collier, first reported by the Naples Daily News on Thursday night, comes just two weeks after the team 
announced it is actively designing a potential new spring training complex in North Port. 

The Braves have hired local design and construction consultants who are working directly with the developers of the West Villages to draw up plans 
for complex within the planned town center and commercial district near U.S. 41 and River Road, Schuerholz outlined in a June 9 letter to Sarasota 
County Administrator Tom Harmer. 

Those designs and more concrete cost estimates should become a formal proposal within the year for an estimated $100 million complex with a 
7,500-seat stadium, practice fields and facilities on 100 to 150 acres next to the State College of Florida campus there, West Villages General 
Manager Martin Black has said. 

Crafting plans for North Port appears to put Sarasota County atop the leaderboard in negotiations with the Braves, but Black cautioned this month 
that the race to land the team is far from over. 

The Braves have also negotiated this spring with Palm Beach County for a possible return to a complex there. The team trained in Palm Beach for 
decades before leaving in 1997 for Disney's Wide World of Sports in Orlando. 

Attempts to lure the team to Collier County stalled this spring when a private firm's proposal to incorporate a Braves spring training facility 
on about 160 acres off Collier Boulevard just south of Interstate 75 was rejected by county commissioners. 

But interest clearly remained between the team and Naples, where Schuerholz owns a home and lives part time. 

Now possible plans could be incorporated into a new regional sports complex that will be recommended Tuesday during a consultant's report on 
Collier County's need for more courts, fields and sports facilities, the Naples Daily News reports. 

"If a suitable location and mutually beneficial terms develop through our review and continued discussions with the Braves, staff will develop a 
draft outline of business points with findings and a recommendation for the board this fall for assessment and direction," Ochs told the Naples 
newspaper. 

Team leaders have repeatedly declined to discuss any of the possible locations, citing ongoing negotiations. 

Sarasota County leaders said this month they will continue to negotiate with the team, and any potential deal — which could include about $22 
million in county tourism development tax funding — would have to be vetted publicly both the Tourist Development Council and County 
Commission. 

Black anticipates formal plans to be ready for public consideration this fall to meet the team's planned 2019 opening date. 
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Naples Daily News 

Spring training intangibles key for future in Collier 

 Brent Batten  

In baseball, the intangibles matter. 

A pitcher holding a runner close. 

A batter moving a teammate over from second with a ground ball to the right side. 

A baserunner going from first to third on a single to right field. 

In sum, they contribute to a winning effort. 

But let's face it. The masses embrace players whose numbers register on the bottom line. The long ball hitters and strikeout kings. 

The same holds true with spring training in Collier County. 

The Atlanta Braves have expressed renewed interest in moving spring training operations here, an idea that two months ago seemed as hopeless as 
a five-run deficit in the ninth with two outs and nobody on. 

And who could blame them? Collier County is increasingly seen as a premier location, with an attractive balance of economic vitality, quality of life 
and relatively pristine environment. 

But politically conservative Collier County is not predisposed to massively subsidize for-profit ventures, no matter how prestigious the logo. 

Multiple studies show that communities' investments in spring training don't pay off in direct benefits. 

It isn't a no-doubter home run. To be a fan, you have to take into account the intangibles. 

On Tuesday, when county commissioners consider moving forward with a study of options, they'll be reminded of the previous proposal, which 
carried a price tag of about $135 million over 30 years. Lease payments from the team, state grant money and naming rights would cover roughly 
half of that. 

Any new proposal could cost less _ or more _ but the figures are likely still in the ballpark, if you'll forgive the pun. 

Proponents of spring training cite the offsetting tax revenue from people who come to the games, the spending they do at the games and the 
businesses they support while in town. It all adds up to an economic boon, they argue. 

But spring training occurs when Southwest Florida is in the thick of tourism season and at its capacity to accommodate visitors, so the spending is 
in place of, rather than in addition to, spending already taking place. 

A 2015 study by the state's Office of Economic and Demographic Research found that the state's investment of about $12.6 million in spring 
training baseball between 2010 and 2013 provided a return on investment of 0.11. For every dollar invested, the state received 11 cents in tax 
revenue. 

The study said spring training investments increased the state's GDP by $33 million and created an extra $21 million in disposable income for 
residents. 

By contrast, the Florida Sports Foundation program doled out about $2.3 million in grants in the same period. The grants supported one-time 
events ranging from a YMCA masters swimming competition to the NBA All-Star game. 

The ROI was put at 5.61 and the meager grants generated an extra $335 million in GDP and $296 million in disposable income, the report found. 

Other researchers have found similar results. 

John Zipp of the University of Akron studied the effects of the 1995 baseball strike, when spring training attendance was down 60 percent. 

Taxable sales in communities with spring training actually went up when attendance was down, Zipp found. 

So on a strict, dollars out, dollars in basis, spring training doesn't appear to be a hit. 

It only works if you appreciate the intangibles. 
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How much is it worth to a community's image to be associated with a major league team? What is the value of spring training broadcasts showing 
sunny Southwest Florida to northerners _ or north Georgians in this case _ in March? How many might choose to vacation here in the off season as 
a result? 

There is value to all that, just like there's value in putting down a sacrifice bunt, but it's difficult to quantify. 

In Collier County, add the inevitable need for more parks. A spring training facility that is part of a regional park that can be used by local leagues 
and to attract off-season amateur tournaments offers another intangible not factored into equations like the used in the OEDR report. 

It would be like learning how to hit from both sides of the plate or to play any position on the infield. But versatile players, utility men, don't end up 
as MVPs. 

Even opponents of spring training in Collier County often claim to love baseball, just not taxpayer subsidies to it. 

Their love of the game may include an appreciation for its intangibles. 

But nothing we've seen to date suggests an appreciation for the financial intangibles of spring training that would lead their elected representatives 
to suddenly embrace the idea. 

 

Fox 4 (Florida) 

Braves still eyeing Collier County for spring training complex 

Karl Fortier 

COLLIER COUNTY, Fla. - A deal to bring the Atlanta Braves to Collier County for spring training may not be dead after all. 

In April, county commissioners rejected a proposed sports complex for the team on Collier Boulevard, south of I-75, after nearby residents 
complained that the traffic and other impacts would be too great. Now, Braves are looking at a new site just north of the freeway.  

The Braves had originally set a timeline to get a new spring training facility built by 2018. Now, they seem willing to wait another year. 

"They never really gave up on Collier, they just basically said, 'we have to be in a facility by 2018," said Gary Price of Fifth Avenue Investors in 
Naples. He and his firm have been acting as a liaison between the county and the Braves. 

He said that the team is now looking at several sites, particularly one in an area called City Gate. That site is at the northeast corner of I-75 and 
Collier Boulevard, away from residential communities. 

"The roads are great, the access is great, and you're not going to impact a lot of homeowners," Price said. He said the Braves are saying that they 
can wait until 2019 to start their spring training in a new facility. 

"The fact that they are considering us once again, given that none of our competing neighbors were able to meet their accelerated deadline, tells 
us that we're obviously their top choice," said Georgia Hiller, a Collier County commissioner. 

She said that a vice-chairman with the Braves ball club, who lives part-time in Naples, is rooting for Collier to be the new spring training home for 
his team. 

Commissioner Penny Taylor told Fox 4 that while it's flattering that a major league baseball team wants to locate here, the costs may be not be 
worth it. 

"It's a huge investment of time, and also taxpayers' money," Taylor said. "We just have to be sure that this is the right fit for Collier County." 

Price said that his firm is looking at trying to bring a second MLB team to use the same complex that the Braves would use - meaning that the state 
could kick in $70 million to develop the stadium, rather than just $20 million for one team. 

"If we're able to attract a second team, that would be something that the Braves would like to consider," Price said. "And obviously it means a lot 
more money that the county doesn't have to come up with." 

Price said that his firm is looking at a few teams to try to lure to Collier County, but did not name them Friday.  

Commissioners will discuss a new proposal for a Braves spring training complex at their regular meeting Tuesday. The team has had their spring 
training home near Orlando for close to 20 years. 
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Snitker helping the Braves revise this season's story 

Alec McQuade, WXIA 

The Braves are attempting to rewrite the script.  

It's bold, but the Atlanta Braves, who had the worst start to a season in franchise history this year, have a newfound confidence after winning seven 
of their last eight games. 

They were impressive wins, too. 

Thursday: a two-run home run from Adonis Garcia to come from behind and give the team its fourth-straight win against the division-rival Mets. 

Tuesday: Jace Peterson, who recently rejoined the team from Triple-A Gwinnett, hit a two-run homerun to send the game to extra-innings against 
the Miami Marlins. He then finished the job by hitting an RBI single for the walk-off. 

Sunday: Julio Teheran threw a complete game shutout. 

All good wins. 

"At some points you're going to win games, and at some points, you're going to lose games," outfielder Ender Inciarte said channeling his inner Yogi 
Berra.  

"You never know what's going to happen. What if they write a movie about us some time? We just have to play everyday, play hard, and things are 
going to start up in the right way." 

It may be too soon to start thinking about a season turnaround so magnificent by the Braves that Hollywood producers would take notice. 

But Thursday night, interim manager Brian Snitker did provide the sort of dramatic content that would inspire a movie theater full of baseball fans. 

Snitker was ejected after losing a challenge. He thought Emilio Bonifacio had scored on a flyball hit by Inciarte, but he was called out. Trying to 
understand the call, Snitker was ejected. He continued to follow the umpire getting more and more infuriated. 

"It was awesome," Jeff Francoeur said. "Snit had obviously had enough. Too many close plays, and we haven't gotten the call. So, he just vented." 

Snitker's ejection fired up the team. 

Yes, the 60-year-old who, as of now is just filling in at the manager role until next season, inspired a ball club that has had little to be inspired 
about. 

In that moment, fans were able to see Snitker's passion for the game that the Braves' players have been become accustomed to since he took over 
after Fredi Gonzalez was fired. 

Nothing against Gonzalez. If anything, it's a knock on management.  There was too much ambiguity for too long about his future, and it really 
affected the clubhouse. 

"All this that went on with Fredi, I loved Fredi. It wasn't fair to him, and it wasn't fair to us. He wasn't having any fun thinking, 'Am I going to be here 
tomorrow,'" Francoeur said. "There's more stability now. And it's not a knock on him. It's just how things have gone. But it feels good for most of 
the guys in here to know coming in every day that it's just about baseball now. And that's what we want." 

Those good vibes have traveled down the lineup.  

Now, a team that couldn't hit over .230 in the first two months of the season has all of it's starters hitting over that dreadful mark. Four guys who 
have played in at least half of the last six games are hitting over .300. 

Oh, and Freddie Freeman hit for the cycle.  

It's progress. 

"He's the biggest part, I think, because he gives us all the confidence," Inciarte said referring to Snitker.  

Snitker doesn't chide his players after striking out or hitting into a double play. He merely tries to help his players look at something a different way 
to help them find their rhythm. That's what Inciarte loves about him. 



Hollywood hasn't taken notice, and likely they won't have to. But as the Braves continue to try and rewrite how the rest of the season will go, 
maybe they'll recall a classic tale and begin to work on the sequel. 

Maybe you've heard of it?  

"Worst to First." 
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Mets survive Matz's meltdown, hold off Braves 8-6 

ATLANTA -- The latest lesson in Steven Matz's rookie season left the New York Mets dangerously close to blowing an eight-run lead. 

James Loney hit a three-run homer, Travis d'Arnaud drove in three runs and New York survived Atlanta's six-run fifth inning off Matz to beat the 
Braves 8-6 on Friday night. 

The Mets led 8-0 after Loney's three-run homer in the fifth. Matz was pulled in the bottom of the inning after he allowed six runs on eight hits as 
his pitches were suddenly up and over the plate. Brandon Snyder hit a pinch-hit, three-run homer and Adonis Garcia had a two-run double in the 
big inning. 

Manager Terry Collins said it's possible to lose focus with such a big lead. 

"You shouldn't, but you can, especially when you're a young guy and you've got a big lead," Collins said. "A lot of times you hear coming up `just 
throw strikes' when you've got a big lead. You can't do that in the big leagues." 

Matz said he had no recurrence of the right elbow stiffness he reported following his last start. 

"My game plan is always throw strikes and attack guys," Matz said when asked if he lost focus. "I just left the ball up. I don't really know why." 

Matz allowed six runs and nine hits in 4 1/3 innings in his fifth straight start without a win. 

Hansel Robles (2-3) threw 2 2/3 perfect innings to stop the Braves' comeback. 

Jeurys Familia recorded the final four outs for his major league-leading 25th save. The last out came when he struck out Jace Peterson -- but the 
ball bounced away from d'Arnaud, who quickly recovered it and threw a one-hopper to a stretched-out Loney, who dragged his foot along the bag. 
A video review confirmed the final out. 

The Mets had lost four straight to the last-place Braves, and had to hold on in this one. 

Familia gave up a leadoff single to Tyler Flowers before hitting Erick Aybar with a pitch in the ninth. Pinch-hitter Chase d'Arnaud -- brother of the 
Mets' Travis -- hit into a double play while trying to advance the runners with a bunt. 

Familia finished it off, with a big hand -- and stretch -- from Loney. 

Braves rookie right-hander Aaron Blair (0-5) allowed eight runs and seven hits and three walks in 4 1/3 innings, leaving his ERA at 7.99 and his spot 
in the rotation in jeopardy. 

"We're going to review that tomorrow," Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. 

LOST IN SPACE 

After Jeff Francoeur led off the fifth with a double, Mets center fielder Yoenis Cespedes lost Nick Markakis' fly ball in the twilight sky. The ball 
dropped for another double, helping to set up the big inning. 

AARON PULLS 44 

The Braves are counting down their home games in their final season at Turner Field. Each game, someone is selected to pull down a number which 
reflects the games remaining before the team moves to a new stadium in the northern suburbs. 

With the countdown at 44, the obvious choice was Hall of Famer Hank Aaron, whose No. 44 is retired by the Braves. Aaron, 82, earned an ovation 
when he slowly walked onto the left-field warning track and pulled the number from the wall. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
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Mets: Cespedes remained in the game after he rolled his left ankle as he was picked off first base in the seventh. He was making his return after 
missing one game with a mild sprained left wrist. 

Braves: IF Gordon Beckham (strained left hamstring) could be cleared for a rehab assignment if he can run the bases without difficulty on Saturday. 
... RHPMike Foltynewicz (right elbow soreness) will make a rehab start for Triple-A Gwinnett on Saturday. 

UP NEXT 

Mets: RHP Jacob deGrom (3-4, 2.96) will face the Braves for the second time in a week on Saturday night. He gave up three runs in six innings in a 
6-0 home loss to Atlanta on Sunday. He is 3-3 with a 2.25 ERA in seven career starts against the Braves. 

Braves: RHP Julio Teheran (3-7, 2.66) will try to extend his history of success against the Mets. He allowed only one hit in a 6-0 shutout of the Mets 
on Sunday to improve to 6-3 with a 2.67 ERA in 12 career games, including 11 starts, against New York. 

 

Mets-Braves preview  

ATLANTA -- It might appear that Atlanta Braves starter Julio Teheran is being showcased in every appearance he makes. There is little doubt that 
the Braves' No. 1 starter is one of the team's most valuable bargaining chips, should they decide to make a move before the trade deadline. 

But that isn't going to happen, Atlanta general manager John Coppolella said Friday. 

In a frank question-and-answer session conducted via Twitter, Coppolella was asked if Teheran and reliever Arodys Vizcaino are part of the team's 
future. 

Coppolella's response: "I don't see us trading Teheran at this point. He's almost into 'right-arm' type status for us right now." 

Teheran (3-7, 2.66) will get his 16th start of the season on Saturday night against New York Mets right-hander Jacob deGrom (3-4, 2.96). This is a 
rematch of the June 19th game, which the Braves won 6-0. On that day Teheran threw a one-hit complete-game shutout. 

Teheran has enjoyed a very good season, his fourth full year with Atlanta. He is 2-2 with a 2.43 ERA in his last four starts. Teheran has historically 
pitched well against the Mets. In 12 career appearances, 11 starts, he's 6-3 with a 2.67 ERA over 70 2/3 innings. 

Teheran's record would be better if the offense had been more cooperative. The team is scoring only 2.1 runs in support when he's been the 
starting pitcher. Nine of his 13 appearances have been quality starts. 

DeGrom pitched six innings and allowed three runs in the last matchup against Teheran, when he struck out six but was tagged by Nick 
Markakis for a solo home run. 

DeGrom has not won a game in nine consecutive starts, the longest winless streak of his career. He is 0-4 with a 3.58 ERA during that stretch. In 
seven career starts against Atlanta, deGrom is 3-3 with a 2.25 ERA with 50 strikeouts in 44 innings. 

He has been quite consistent this season, not throwing fewer than five innings in his 12 previous starts, but not getting past the seventh. 

"We've been relying on our pitching and defense," second baseman Neil Walker said. "The offense will come and go, but if you stay consistent with 
your pitching and defense, you'll have a chance." 

The Mets would like to see deGrom go deep into the game and help the bullpen, which has been stressed with a number of short starts. On 
Friday Steven Matz couldn't make it through the fifth and Hansel Robles had to pitch 2 2/3 innings. Robles has now thrown eight innings in four 
appearances over the last week. 

Robles won't be available on Saturday, but the Mets should have Addison Reed and Jerry Blevins back after each was given the night off on Friday 
because of an excessive workload. 

http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30117/gordon-beckham
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31819/mike-foltynewicz
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32796/jacob-degrom
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31091/julio-teheran
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/atl/atlanta-braves
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31091/julio-teheran
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31087/arodys-vizcaino
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32796/jacob-degrom
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/6478/nick-markakis
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/6478/nick-markakis
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/29590/neil-walker
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33106/steven-matz
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32666/hansel-robles
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31493/addison-reed
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/28915/jerry-blevins

