
 
 

September 19, 2018 
 
• ESPNChicago.com, Revived offense could provide the best fix for Cubs' bullpen 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24728594/mlb-chicago-cubs-revived-offense-make-bullpen-
questions-irrelevant 
 

• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs' Brandon Morrow won't pitch again this season due to bone bruise 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24726722/brandon-morrow-chicago-cubs-closer-shut-
season-bone-bruise 

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs offense appears to be heating up at the right time 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-offense-appears-be-heating-right-time 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs name minor league player and pitcher of the year 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-name-minor-league-player-and-pitcher-year 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Brandon Morrow ruled out for the year as Cubs dealt another big blow to 
bullpen 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/brandon-morrow-ruled-out-year-cubs-dealt-another-big-
blow-bullpen-strop-chavez 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Theo Epstein gets a little sassy in response to doubt about Cubs bullpen 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/theo-epstein-gets-little-sassy-response-doubt-about-
cubs-bullpen 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' 9-1 win expands their NL Central lead to 3 1/2 games 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-diamondbacks-20180918-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Anthony Rizzo's 17-pitch out sparks Cubs: 'When you see the guy working the bat 
like that, something good follows' 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-anthony-rizzo-long-at-bat-
20180919-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs shut down closer Brandon Morrow for season 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brandon-morrow-20180918-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Joe Maddon to wear kicker Jim Bakken's jersey on flight home from 
Arizona 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-joe-maddon-jim-bakken-jersey-
20180919-story.html 
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• Chicago Tribune, Mike Montgomery wants to pitch deeper into games: 'I feel as good as I have all 

year' 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-mike-montgomery-innings-
20180918-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Javier Baez strong contender for Silver Slugger Award 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-javier-baez-silver-slugger-
20180918-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Column: Javier Baez and Christian Yelich battling to end in National League MVP 
race 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-christian-yelich-javier-baez-mvp-
sullivan-20180918-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Jon Lester getting more rest before start vs. White Sox 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jon-lester-20180918-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Kris Bryant is getting back in the swing of things with his shoulder feeling good 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-kris-bryant-swing-20180918-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs honor Jared Young and Matt Swarmer with minor-league honors 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jared-young-matt-swarmer-
20180918-story.html 

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Kris Bryant back to form, Jason Heyward back in lineup, Cubs’ lead back to 3½ 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/kris-bryant-jason-heyward-return-injury-cubs-rout-
diamondbacks/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, 17 pitches and a cloud of dust: Anthony Rizzo’s marathon at-bat ignites Cub 
rout 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/17-pitches-anthony-rizzo-marathon-at-bat-ignites-cub-rout/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs shut down closer Brandon Morrow for season 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-shut-down-closer-brandon-morrow-season-injury-
elbow-playoffs/ 
 

• The Athletic, Kris Bryant’s state of play as the Cubs’ offense ramps up for October 
https://theathletic.com/533805/2018/09/19/kris-bryants-state-of-play-as-the-cubs-offense-ramps-
up-for-october/ 
 

• The Athletic, Did Brandon Morrow’s World Series workload for the Dodgers knock him out of this 
year’s playoffs with the Cubs? 
https://theathletic.com/533452/2018/09/18/did-brandon-morrows-world-series-workload-for-the-
dodgers-knock-him-out-of-this-years-playoffs-with-the-cubs/ 
 

• Cubs.com, Prospect Alzolay preparing for '19 during rehab 
https://www.mlb.com/news/adbert-alzolay-thinking-about-2019-in-rehab/c-294969618 
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• Cubs.com, Rizzo tees up lead-padding rout of D-backs 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/anthony-rizzo-keys-rout-with-17-pitch-at-bat/c-295127606 
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs closer Morrow out for the season 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/brandon-morrow-to-miss-rest-of-season/c-295118206 
 

• Cubs.com, Bryant isn't holding back on in-game swings 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/kris-bryant-putting-shoulder-injury-behind-him/c-295125984 
 

-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Revived offense could provide the best fix for Cubs' bullpen 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- Perhaps the Chicago Cubs found the secret to playing without a true closer: Dominate the 
opposition at the plate while taking save opportunities out of the equation. There was no need for any 
ninth-inning nail-biting on Tuesday, as a team in a hitting slump for much of the second half is beginning 
to wake up. 
 
"We stacked them one on top of the other," second baseman Daniel Murphy said of Cubs at-bats after a 
9-1 win over Arizona. "Sustained pressure on the opposing pitcher. Traffic early in innings." 
 
The Cubs were up 5-1 after two -- thanks in part to a single and a home run by Murphy -- then added on 
runs later, taking some sting out of the pregame news that righty Brandon Morrow is finished for the 
year. The closer's nagging bone bruise in his forearm, which has sidelined him since the All-Star break, 
hasn't healed. Meanwhile, his backup, Pedro Strop, is also down, so the Cubs will be mixing and 
matching more than ever late in games. 
 
At least, they will be in the ones that aren't blowouts. Tuesday's drama ended early, thanks to first 
baseman Anthony Rizzo. His 17-pitch, first-inning at-bat against Matt Andriese was a thing of a beauty. 
He fouled off five pitches on a 0-2 count, then six more at 2-2. 
 
The sequence set things up for the next hitter, MVP candidate Javier Baez. Rizzo eventually made an out, 
but it didn't feel like one moments later, when Baez hit his 33rd home run of the season into the stands 
in right-center. 
 
"When you wear pitchers out like that, it sets up the next guy and the next guy for success," Rizzo said. 
"We want to have that team culture to continue to do that." 
 
That sets the Cubs up to be at their best, especially when their left-handed hitters come through. It's an 
October essential, as most teams -- outside the Cubs at least -- have righty starters and dominant righty 
bullpen arms. The platoon advantage comes in handy, and with the return of lefty Jason Heyward from a 
hamstring injury -- he doubled in his first at-bat this month -- the Cubs can boast a dangerous array of 
lefty hitters. That depth was on display Tuesday, as Murphy, Heyward, Rizzo and Ben Zobrist all 
contributed to the win. 
 
"I like the fact we have a bunch of lefties," manager Joe Maddon said. "I did like our lineup a lot tonight 
with Jason back in there." 
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Maddon will have two more to choose from when Kyle Schwarber and Tommy La Stella return from 
minor back ailments as soon as this weekend. It's as good a time as any to begin a swarming mentality, 
as the Cubs are starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel. Their magic number is just eight after 
the second-place Milwaukee Brewers lost to the Cincinnati Reds while the Cubs were pounding the 
fading Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
"It's always nice to move in one direction and see another team move in another direction," Murphy 
said with a smile. 
 
Come Thursday, most Cubs won't be moving anywhere, as it will be their first day in 31 not at a ballpark. 
Their grueling stretch is coming to an end on a high note, as they've already won the series against 
Arizona after a 5-1 win on Monday. Tuesday's Game 2 victory was even better. While Murphy had to be 
at the ballpark on Monday, he got the night off. It showed in his at-bats the next day. 
 
"Joe has done a great job with all of us to get us some time," Murphy said. "I thought the entire offense 
was awesome. Great at-bats starting with Rizzo's at-bat in the first." 
 
Maybe that's the answer to the Cubs' new ninth-inning question: Make it meaningless. It's doubtful that 
a team can do that for three rounds of the playoffs, but perhaps that's not what the Cubs need. Rather, 
just a break here or there will do for the guys who are filling in for Morrow and Strop. They got that 
break on Tuesday, as the Cubs continued to inch toward a third straight NL Central division title, thanks 
to an offense catching its second wind. 
 
"Anytime anybody gets going, I feel like we're going to be dangerous," Murphy said. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs' Brandon Morrow won't pitch again this season due to bone bruise 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- The Chicago Cubs officially shut down closer Brandon Morrow for the season as his recovery 
from a bone bruise in his pitching arm won't allow him to return in time for the end of the regular 
season or the playoffs. 
 
"We knew we were running out of time to begin with," a disappointed Morrow said Tuesday afternoon. 
"Just the nature of the injury and the amount of time that it takes to clear out." 
 
Morrow saw Diamondbacks team doctor Don Sheridan, who confirmed the bruise wasn't healing fast 
enough. The righty has been out since the All-Star break, and was attempting to pitch through some 
pain, but he never got to the point of being game-ready. 
 
"Any time the plan is to pitch through discomfort, that's not a great long-term formula, but we let him 
go as long as he was honest about it with us," Epstein said. "He was." 
 
Morrow added: "I was looking forward to it. And looking forward to helping the team finish out the 
season." 
 
Morrow joins starter Yu Darvish on the shelf as both pitchers have been shut down for the same injury. 
 



 
"Second bone bruise of the year," Epstein stated. "They typically take four months to heal. He was trying 
to push it to come back to help the team. ... His body wasn't allowing him to do it." 
 
Though Morrow pitched up until the end of the first half, his discomfort began much earlier as Epstein 
pinpointed a June 2 extra-inning affair against the New York Mets as the start of the pitcher's issues. It 
was Morrow's third consecutive appearance and came in the bottom of the 14th after the Cubs had 
taken a 7-1 lead in the top of the inning. He wasn't supposed to pitch that day. 
 
"He was someone we were going to stay away from," Epstein said. "He came in. I think that's a lesson 
learned -- never to stray away from the structure we had for him no matter what's going on in the game. 
 
"I told him next year when he's down he's not going to be allowed to have his spikes on." 
 
Morrow has an extensive injury history and pitched in all seven games of the World Series last year, but 
his offseason physical didn't reveal anything associated with his current ailment. 
 
"I wasn't feeling anything like this last year," he said. 
 
The official loss of Morrow -- which isn't a huge surprise -- combined with the recent hamstring injury to 
fill-in closer Pedro Strop leaves a potential hole at the back end of the bullpen. At least the team has had 
plenty of time to get accustomed to life without Morrow, and Strop could return by the postseason. 
Either way, the Cubs are banking on their top-ranked bullpen to come through in a big way. Their past 
five saves have come from five different players. 
 
"There is no reason to hang our heads," Epstein said. "We have a deep bullpen that accomplished quite 
a bit. We lead the league in ERA, which is no small feat, and that's not the product of any one or two 
pitchers. That's a team-wide effort. 
 
"There's no panic here. If we lose a game late, there's not going to be any panic. We're going to find a 
way." 
 
Maddon added: "If we can continue to match them up and don't beat anybody up, we can continue the 
same trend." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs offense appears to be heating up at the right time 
By Tim Stebbins 
 
The Cubs are nearing the end of a brutal stretch where they have reported to the ball park 30 days in a 
row. Naturally, as that stretch is nearing its end, the offense seems to be catching fire.  
 
After scoring just 15 runs in their previous seven games, the Cubs have scored a combined 14 runs in 
two games on 21 hits. They scored nine runs on Tuesday alone, beating the Diamondbacks 9-1 in 
Arizona. 
 
Scoring nine runs in one game is a great sign, but the fact that the entire starting lineup is contributing is 
an even better one. Every player in Tuesday's starting lineup got at least one hit, minus starting pitcher 
Mike Montgomery.  
 



 
Daniel Murphy entered Tuesday hitting .191 in September that included a 3-for-26 stretch dating back 
to Sept. 8. Tuesday, he went 2-for-3 with a leadoff single and a two-run home run. 
 
Javier Báez was in an 8-for-30 "slump" entering Tuesday that dated back to Sept. 8. He hit a two-run 
home run in the first inning, his second home run in as many days. Kris Bryant hit safely for the third 
straight game, while Ian Happ hit an RBI double from the ninth spot in the batting order. 
 
Baby steps, people. 
 
Jason Heyward made his first start since Aug. 30 on Tuesday, hitting a double and scoring on an RBI 
double by Happ. While Heyward exited after two at-bats, it was likely to not push him too hard as he 
comes back from a hamstring injury. 
 
Heyward's return is important due to his defense, but also because of his .276 batting average and 
respectable .743 OPS. Adding him to the lineup, no matter where he hits, is only a good thing for the 
Cubs' offense.  
 
Willson Contreras is just 1-for-9 this series, but he has been driving the ball with authority. After posting 
a 19.6 percent hard contact rate in August (his lowest over an entire month all season), he has posted a 
32 percent hard contact rate this month (entering Tuesday's game), according to Fangraphs. 
 
With 11 games to go, the Cubs now hold a 3.5 game lead over the Brewers for first place in the NL 
Central. Their magic number to win the division dropped to 8 following Tuesday's win and the Brewers 
3-1 loss to the Reds. 
 
Talks of fatigue have surrounded the Cubs recently due to their current 30-day stretch without a day off. 
The fact that the offense has scored as much as it has this series is quite ironic; perhaps the team sees 
the light at the end of the tunnel?  
 
Fatigue or not, the Cubs have to like they way the offense is trending as the regular season comes to a 
close. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs name minor league player and pitcher of the year 
By Sean Sears 
 
The Cubs farm system, while not loaded with Kris Bryants, Kyle Schwarbers, and Javier Baez' anymore, 
still has plenty of talent. And among that talent, the Cubs recognized two players as people who stood 
out the most in their minor league system this season in Jared Young and Matt Swarmer.  
 
Jared Young, a 23-year-old infielder, won the Cubs Minor League Player of the Month back in June with 
Single-A South Bend, batting .313/.368/.525 with 10 home runs and 53 RBI. He was promoted on July 
7th to Single-A Myrtle Beach where he continued to mash, slashing .282/.341/.431 with 6 home runs 
and 23 RBI in 51 games, as Young took massive steps of improvement from his first season of 
professional baseball. 
 
The former 2017 15th round pick struggled some in his first season in the Cubs system, only mustering a 
single home run and a .257 batting average that left something to be desired. But after his strong 2018 



 
season, Young is on his way to making a big league impact in the near future, finishing the year batting 
.300 with 16 combined home runs between South Bend and Myrtle Beach. 
 
The Cubs minor pitcher of the year, Matt Swarmer had an encouraging 2018 season that saw him 
successfully make the jump to Double-A Tennessee. The 24-year-old Swarmer started the season in 
Myrtle Beach where he posted a 2.28 ERA, with a 10.3 K/9,  and an incredible 1.2 BB/9 in 9 starts for the 
Pelicans - which earned him a mid-season All-Star spot. Swarmer was called up to Tennessee on June 
5th where he would finish the season with a 3.84 ERA, 808 K/9, and another impressively low walk rate 
at 1.6 BB/9.  
 
Swarmer struck out an impressive 135 batters while only walking 21 combined between Myrtle Beach 
and Tennessee this season. He also won the Cubs Minor League Player of the Month award in April, 
when he posted a 1.74 ERA with 21 strikeouts and only 3 three walks in his 4 starts that month.  
 
Young and Swarmer will be honored during an on-field ceremony prior to the Cubs 7:05 p.m. CT game 
Thursday, September 27, against the Pittsburgh Pirates at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Brandon Morrow ruled out for the year as Cubs dealt another big blow to bullpen 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Brandon Morrow won't be riding in to save the day for the Cubs bullpen this October. 
 
Theo Epstein ruled the closer out for the year Tuesday evening, saying Morrow just couldn't make it all 
the way back from a bone bruise. 
 
"Every time he pitched, it got worse," Epstein said, according to MLB.com's Carrie Muskat. 
 
Morrow hasn't pitched since before the All-Star break while battling the bone bruise in his forearm. 
 
The Cubs gave him as much time as possible to recover and then he tried to ramp up his rehab over the 
last couple weeks in an effort to make it back for the postseason.  
 
He threw off a mound twice last week and then faced live hitters in a sim game Saturday that 
supposedly went well with the hope of being activated either sometime this week in Arizona or over the 
weekend on the South Side for the Cubs-White Sox series. 
 
This leaves the Cubs in a serious hole in the bullpen for October, a time when relievers become some of 
the most important players on the roster. 
 
With Pedro Strop's hamstring injury he suffered last Thursday in Washington D.C., the Cubs are down 
their top two relief pitchers for the final two weeks of the regular season and will be down at least 
Morrow in the playoffs.  
 
Strop said Monday he hoped to be able to return to the Cubs over the final weekend of the regular 
season (Sept. 28-30), but there is still a lot up in the air with his timeline.  
 
The Cubs are now left with a bullpen that includes Steve Cishek, Justin Wilson, Carl Edwards Jr. and Jesse 
Chavez plus a bunch of question marks. 



 
 
Will Dillon Maples be able to carve out a role in the October bullpen? What about Jorge De La Rosa or 
Jaime Garcia?  
 
The next 13 days will be telling. 
 
Morrow has a long history of injuries over his career - making only 91 appearances (21 starts) and 
pitching 180.1 innings over the last five seasons entering 2018. He emerged as a dynamic piece of the 
Dodgers bullpen last October and appeared in each game of the World Series against the Astros. 
 
This is the second pitcher the Cubs have ruled out for the season with a bone bruise, as Yu Darvish also 
had to be shut down due to a bone bruise in his elbow. Darvish had a debridement procedure on his 
elbow last week and is supposed to be ready to go for spring training 2019. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Theo Epstein gets a little sassy in response to doubt about Cubs bullpen 
By Sean Sears 
 
Theo Epstein made it known to everyone that he believes in the Cubs bullpen and even shared some 
statistics with reports yesterday when asked about his club's lack of a true closer.  
 
The rest of Epstein's comments can be found here, but the Cubs President of Baseball Operations clearly 
has heard enough about the Cubs bullpen being doomed without Pedro Strop and Brandon Morrow, but 
that hasn't been the case. Since Strop injured his hamstring, the bullpen has thrown 9.2 scoreless 
innings and seen three different pitchers collect saves in Randy Rosario, Steve Cishek, and Jorge De La 
Rosa.  
 
And Epstein is right, the Cubs do own the best ERA among bullpens in the National League with a 3.30 
ERA, Padres are in behind them at 3.52 ERA. However, if someone were to check Twitter about the state 
of the Cubs bullpen, it might seem like things are far worse than they really are. And while they may not 
have a true closer at the moment, and possibly longer with Brandon Morrow being shut down for the 
season, the Cubs are the best in baseball at keeping the ball in the park (0.79 HR/FB) and have the best 
opponent batting average in the National League.  
 
And when factoring in how many relievers in the bullpen have closing experience, the Cubs bullpen is in 
better shape than most despite suffering injuries in the second half to their two main closing options in 
Strop and Morrow. So, for Theo Epstein's sake, stop worrying about the bullpen because the Cubs 
certainly are not. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' 9-1 win expands their NL Central lead to 3 1/2 games 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
With the end of a grueling 30-day stretch in sight, the Cubs treated themselves to a comforting 9-1 
victory Tuesday night over the Diamondbacks at Chase Field. 
 



 
Javier Baez and Daniel Murphy each smacked two-run home runs in the first two innings to lend support 
to left-hander Mike Montgomery, who pitched six innings of four-hit ball. 
 
The win by the Cubs (89-62), combined with the Reds’ win over the Brewers (86-66), expanded the Cubs 
lead to 3½ games in the National League Central while reducing their magic number for winning their 
third consecutive division title to eight. 
 
The eight-run lead after 5½ innings enabled manager Joe Maddon to pull several of his regular position 
players as the Cubs complete a stretch of 30 consecutive days with a scheduled game Wednesday night. 
 
Baez cranked a 2-0 pitch off Matt Andriese that landed to the right of the 413-foot sign near the 
swimming pool in right center with two out in the first. 
 
Baez’s homer, his 33rd, followed a 17-pitch at-bat from Anthony Rizzo, who fouled off 11 pitches after 
falling behind 0-2 before lining out to second. 
 
Daniel Murphy, who led off the game with a single, ripped a two-run home run with two out in the 
second to cap a three-run rally. 
 
Jason Heyward, making his first start since suffering a right hamstring strain on Aug. 30, ripped a double 
to left center in his first at-bat and scored on an opposite field double to left by Ian Happ. 
 
Rizzo and Baez hit consecutive RBI singles during a four-run fifth. 
 
Montgomery allowed a solo home run to Ketel Marte in the second but didn’t allow a runner past 
second after that. 
 
Montgomery pitched six innings for the eighth time and for the first time since returning from the 10-
day disabled list on Aug. 30. Montgomery struck out eight and walked one. 
 
Alec Mills helped preserve much of the bullpen by pitching two scoreless innings. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Anthony Rizzo's 17-pitch out sparks Cubs: 'When you see the guy working the bat like that, something 
good follows' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Of all the productive at-bats in the Cubs’ 9-1 cozy victory Tuesday night over the Diamondbacks, 
Anthony Rizzo’s one in the first-inning that resulted in a line drive was as important as any. 
 
That’s because Rizzo battled Arizona starter Matt Andriese for 17 pitches , rallying from an 0-2 count 
and fouling off 11 pitches. 
 
Rizzo’s pesky at-bat enabled Javier Baez to look closely at Andriese’s repertoire before smacking a two-
run home run. 
 
“(Rizzo’s at-bat) set up the home run,” manager Joe Maddon said. “No question. Normally when you see 
the guy working the bat like that, something good follows for your team offensively.” 
 



 
Rizzo found amusement in his at-bat despite lining out. 
 
“I saw how they’re going to pitch me the whole night in that at-bat,” he joked. 
 
“That was as good of an at-bat. You would love for that ball to sneak through. But when you wear 
pitchers out like that, which is what you stress all the time, it sets up the next guy and the next guy for 
success. So we want to have that team approach of just continuing to do that, and we did a good job of 
that.” 
 
Rizzo admitted he was in swing mode after falling behind 0-2, but felt more comfortable after Andriese 
bounced a curve in the dirt. 
 
“When you grind at-bats like that, if we continue to do that and have a good feeling we’ll be able to get 
(the pitcher) at the end of the day,” Rizzo said. 
 
As for Baez, he appreciated seeing all of Andriese’s pitches and recognized his changeup and slider, 
which he sat on for the home run. 
 
“They still got to pitch to someone,” Baez said. “We got (Ben) Zobrist behind me.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs shut down closer Brandon Morrow for season 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After trying to convince himself for two weeks that he could pitch through pain, Brandon Morrow 
realized his comeback attempt for 2018 was over Monday when he felt his right arm tighten simply by 
reaching for a cup of coffee. 
 
“When it’s everyday stuff like that, that’s how it was,” Morrow said after the persistent pain stemming 
from his bone bruise caused the Cubs to shut him down Tuesday. 
 
The Cubs insist they can continue to push for a third consecutive National League Central title without 
Morrow, 34, who hasn’t pitched since July 13 after posting a 1.47 ERA with 22 saves in the first year of a 
two-year, $21 million contract. 
 
Morrow was prescribed with rest and is expected to be ready for spring training in February. In the 
meantime, the Cubs hope their starters can go deeper in games so manager Joe Maddon can utilize his 
cast of relievers in the most favorable situations. 
 
“There’s no reason to hang our heads,” Cubs President Theo Epstein said. “(Our relievers) lead the 
league in ERA. There’s no panic here. If we lose a game late, there’s not going to be any panic. We’re 
going to find a way.” 
 
They found a way, easily, Tuesday night with a 9-1 romp over the Diamondbacks with two-run homers 
from home runs from Javier Baez and Daniel Murphy in the first and second innings providing all the 
offense that really was needed. Left-hander Mike Montgomery provided comfort for manager Joe 
Maddon and the relievers with six innings of four-hit ball before giving way to Alec Mills for two 
scoreless innings and Brandon Kintzler for a scoreless ninth. 
 



 
The victory coupled with the Brewers loss to the Reds increased their division lead to 3½ games and 
reduced their magic number to 8. 
 
That Morrow’s bone bruise still hadn’t healed enough for him to pitch was confirmed during an 
examination Tuesday by local orthopedic specialist Don Sheridan, who has examined Morrow dating to 
2013 when the reliever had nerve irritation in his right forearm. Sheridan’s findings concurred with 
those of team orthopedic surgeon Stephen Gryzlo. 
 
Morrow doesn’t know if his arm troubles stem from pitching in all seven games of the 2017 World Series 
with the Dodgers. 
 
“We did MRIs when I signed and nothing relatable to that,” Morrow said. “There was nothing signaling 
in the bone or strains in my biceps. I wasn’t feeling anything like this last year and probably wasn’t 
feeling anything till early June or first time it popped up.” 
 
The first sign of discomfort occurred June 2 after Morrow pitched the 14th inning of a victory at New 
York in his third consecutive day of work. 
 
“I think that’s a lesson learned,” Epstein said in regards to the careful intentions planned for Morrow 
before the season because of his injury history and postseason usage. “Never to stray away from 
structure.” 
 
Morrow was given three days of rest then before pitching on consecutive days, then didn’t pitch for 
eight days before registering a save against the Cardinals June 16 and subsequently experiencing back 
spasms taking off his pants upon return from the trip early in the morning June 18. 
 
Time on the DL allow the pain to subside, but his fastball dipped to 94 mph in his final appearance 
against the Padres. 
 
Morrow was virtually shut down until this month when he admits he got “a little overconfident” after 
throwing a 19-pitch simulated game Saturday. 
 
“The next morning is when I knew things were going the wrong way,” Morrow said. “I just woke up 
feeling the same as I was a couple of months ago. It didn’t go our way the (next) 24 hours.” 
 
The Cubs will be more cautious when Morrow returns in 2019. 
 
“Next year when he’s down, he will not be allowed to have spikes on because he can talk his way into a 
game,” Epstein said. “He is to be commended for really pushing it to try to come back. It’s not going to 
happen. You can’t be foolish about it.” 
 
Pedro Strop, who took over the majority of the closer duties in place of Morrow, told MLB.com on 
Monday he hopes to make two appearances before the end of the regular season despite the team 
ruling him out until the postseason because of a hamstring strain suffered Thursday. 
 
“I don’t have any conclusions to draw,” Maddon said. “He’s feeling well.” 
 
Allen Webster, who pitched three seasons for the Red Sox and Diamondbacks (2013-15), could be added 
to the roster. Webster posted a 2.65 ERA with 24 strikeouts in 17 innings of relief at three minor-league 
levels in the Cubs’ system this summer. 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Joe Maddon to wear kicker Jim Bakken's jersey on flight home from Arizona 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo promised he won’ wear his uniform on the Cubs’ charter flight home 
Wednesday night. 
 
In fact, Rizzo said he had to shop for clothes after “underpacking” for this three-game road trip to 
Phoenix. 
 
This marks a contrast from the Cubs’ one-game trip Thursday to Washington, DC, where Rizzo wore his 
uniform on the flight from the time he left Wrigley Field after a loss to the Brewers on Sept. 12 until the 
team returned. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon, on the other hand, is prepared for the Cubs’ flight from Phoenix to Chicago 
following Wednesday night’s game. 
 
Maddon was presented with a replica football jersey of former St. Louis Cardinals kicker Jim Bakken 
prior to Tuesday night’s game. Maddon has been a fan of the Cardinals, now in Arizona. since their days 
in the early 1970s with quarterback Jim Hart, lineman Dan Dierdorf, wide receiver Mel Gray and running 
back Terry Metcalf. 
 
“I got to give (Bakken) a call,” Maddon said. 
 
Maddon was a kicker as well as a quarterback at Hazleton High School — and he has a preference for 
conventional straight-on kickers like Bakken, a four-time Pro Bowl selection. 
 
“I never understood the soccer (style) approach,” said Maddon, reminiscing about the approach 
popularized by Pete Gogolak. “It hurt.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Mike Montgomery wants to pitch deeper into games: 'I feel as good as I have all year' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Given the heavy workload the Cubs bullpen has compiled in the last four weeks, left-hander Mike 
Montgomery would relish the opportunity to pitch deeper Tuesday night against the Diamondbacks 
than he has in his previous three starts. 
 
“I feel good,” said Montgomery, who will tie a career high when he makes his 17th start. “I know (the 
relievers) have been worked a lot. A lot of it depends on how I pitch. I don’t think there are any physical 
limitations in my mind. A lot of it is out of my control. 
 
“For me, I intend to go as deep as I can, but the last couple games didn’t work out that way, and that’s 
just the way it is.” 
 
Montgomery was pulled Thursday after allowing a hit to Adrian Sanchez of the Nationals to lead off the 
fifth inning on his 62nd pitch with the Cubs trying to protect a 2-1 lead. 



 
 
Montgomery hasn’t pitched more than 4 1/3 innings in his three starts since being activated from the 
10-day disabled list due to left shoulder inflammation. 
 
“It’s September, and we got a lot of arms down there,” Montgomery said. 
 
“It’s part of the reason for not pitching deeper. But from my side. I feel I’ve been throwing the ball well. 
And the opportunity when I’m out there, I try to make the most of it.” 
 
Montgomery said he could throw six or seven innings, “easily.” 
 
“I feel as good as I have all year,” Montgomery said. “I don’t think there are any limitations as far as the 
physical side of it.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Javier Baez strong contender for Silver Slugger Award 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Javier Baez’s defensive versatility may cost him a shot at earning a Gold Glove Award — his major 
individual goal entering the 2018 season — but he is in the running for another award. 
 
Baez, who hit his 32nd home run Monday night in helping lead the Cubs to a 5-1 win over the 
Diamondbacks, was listed as one of four second base candidates for the Louisville Slugger Silver Slugger 
Award given to the top offensive player at each position. 
 
Baez was joined on the “watch list” at second base by Scooter Gennett of the Reds, Asdrubal Cabrera of 
the Phillies and Ozzie Albies of the Braves. 
 
The winners at each position are selected by a vote of opposing managers and coaches. Multiple 
offensive statistics — including batting average, home runs, RBIs and OPS — and evaluations of a 
player’s overall offensive value, such as walks, stolen bases, moving runners and working counts, are 
taken into consideration. 
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo and catcher Willson Contreras also are mentioned on the NL watch list at 
their positions. 
 
The winners will be announced Nov. 8 on MLB Network. 
 
Baez has started 74 games at second base, 40 at shortstop and 18 at third base. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Javier Baez and Christian Yelich battling to end in National League MVP race 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Christian Yelich and Javier Baez are riding on parallel tracks with October on the horizon, trying to take 
their teams to the postseason while competing for National League Most Valuable Player honors. 
 



 
They’re not the only two in the MVP race, and a lot can happen in the final couple of weeks. 
 
But after Yelich hit for his second cycle Monday night at Miller Park to continue his sizzling second-half, 
the Brewers star may have caught, or even surpassed Baez in the minds of many voters of the Baseball 
Writers Association of America. 
 
Few would have picked either player to be in this position before the season began. Yet here they are, 
and both are coming up big when it matters most, helping to carry their respective teams down the 
stretch. 
 
Like Baez, Yelich prefers to ignore the MVP talk, though it was impossible to do so after he became the 
fifth player in history to hit for the cycle (single, double, triple and home run) twice in a season. Only two 
of the previous four players have done it since the dawn of 20th century — Babe Herman (1931) and 
Aaron Hill (2012). 
 
“Honestly it’s kind of crazy,” Yelich said Tuesday before the Brewers faced the Reds at Miller Park. “It’s 
kind of hard to describe. I think it was one of those things you’ll appreciate more after the season. 
Maybe Nov. 7, you’ll reflect back on 2018 after I digest everything that has happened. 
 
“But once you’re going through it, everything happens so fast in a season, so it’s hard to sink in. I try to 
enjoy it as much as possible. It was a cool moment in the stadium. But we have bigger team goals, so 
that keeps things in perspective.” 
 
The race for the playoffs takes precedence, of course. The Brewers trailed the Cubs by 2½ games in the 
NL Central before Tuesday’s games and had a three-game lead over the Cardinals for the first wild-card 
spot. Their magic number for clinching the fifth postseason appearance in club history was nine. 
 
That’s why Yelich isn’t thinking about the MVP race. 
 
“We have so much going on as a team and every game is so important that it makes it a lot easier to 
focus on what we have to do every night to win a game,” he said. “You’re able to separate the two. 
 
“Obviously you hear the talk, you hear the noise, you hear the fans (chanting ‘MVP.’). And the media is 
here as well. But you understand that that’s all part of it. 
 
“It’s an honor to be in that conversation, but it really is up to you guys. We don’t have a lot of say in it. 
All we can control is what we do on the field and what we can contribute to the team every night. The 
rest is left up to you guys to debate and sort out.” 
 
It’s a great debate, and in the end it may be determined by what criteria the individual voters value 
most. 
 
Baez had the most RBIs in the league Tuesday with 105, along with 32 home runs, nine triples, 37 
doubles and 21 steals. 
 
Yelich entered Tuesday’s game hitting .357 over his last 62 games, leaving him percentage points behind 
Scooter Gennett in the NL batting race, .3181 to .3177. He also led the NL in OPS (.955) and slugging 
percentage (.570) and had 31 home runs, 93 RBIs and 19 stolen bases. 
 



 
“He’s doing special things,” manager Craig Counsell said. “This is what guys in this (MVP race) do. They 
do special things throughout the year and especially this time of year. The players everyone is talking 
about are obviously all deserving, and Christian is doing his thing for our team, for sure.” 
 
So which numbers are most important in an MVP race? 
 
“I’m not into that, man,” Counsell said. “You guys vote for it, so you can figure it out. I think the basic 
numbers still tell you something here, and the impact (he has had) and the fact we’re talking about a 
guy like this. … It’s easy to me to pick the guys out.” 
 
Baez has plenty of intangibles, of course, notably his defense, baserunning and even his savage tagging 
skills. Yelich has speed as well, and has played all three outfield positions. 
 
“I don’t know if there is a metric for versatility, but it is incredibly valuable,” Counsell said. “For Christian 
and a guy like Baez, guys playing multiple positions, it’s really valuable for a team. Where that falls in the 
MVP discussion, I’m not sure.” 
 
Yelich, 26, was always a solid hitter in Miami, but his previous home run high was 21 in 2016. He has 
taken it to another level since the Brewers acquired him last winter, as general manager David Stearns 
felt he eventually would as Yelich evolved as a player. 
 
“We didn’t know exactly how quickly it was going to come, but it has come quickly,” Stearns said. “The 
nice thing about it is it has really happened organically. He has been a player who has gotten better 
incrementally throughout the course of his career, and a player who has learned a lot about himself and 
is unafraid to take those next steps forward.” 
 
Yelich and Baez have developed into superstars at the same time, and were NL teammates in the All-
Star Game in Washington in July. While Yelich doesn’t know Baez well, he’s an admirer of his all-around 
game and style. 
 
“He’s a great player,” he said. “It’s pretty well documented what he can do on a baseball field. We’ve 
played them 19 or 20 times this year so we’re all really familiar with each other and how everybody 
plays the game. 
 
“He has had a great year and the Cubs have had a great year, and it has been a lot of fun just competing 
and going at it.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Jon Lester getting more rest before start vs. White Sox 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Health considerations already are playing a factor in the Cubs’ plans for this weekend’s series against the 
White Sox. 
 
Thanks to Thursday’s long-awaited day off, the Cubs were able to adjust their rotation so that left-
hander Jose Quintana will pitch Friday’s series opener against his former team. Left-hander Jon Lester 
was pushed back to Saturday’s game in what manager Joe Maddon described as a “proactive” measure. 
 



 
Lester threw seven innings and 108 pitches in his last start Saturday against the Reds after experiencing 
back spasms in his previous start against the Brewers. Maddon emphasized Lester is healthy but wanted 
to give him an extra day of rest. 
 
Also, the Cubs’ designated hitter for this weekend will depend on the health of Kyle Schwarber, who 
currently isn’t in Phoenix. Schwarber will start in left field if his back stiffness has subsided, which could 
allow second baseman Daniel Murphy to handle the DH duties. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kris Bryant is getting back in the swing of things with his shoulder feeling good 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kris Bryant believes his left shoulder has healed to the point where he can go back to the swing that 
produced a 2016 National League most valuable player season. 
 
“In practice in the cage, I try to limit the intensity of the swings,” Bryant said Tuesday. “But in the game, 
my natural instincts take over. That’s how I’ve always swung and played the game. I don’t think I’ll 
change it.” 
 
On Monday, Bryant hit his first homer in 16 games since he returned from the disabled list Sept. 1 and 
his first overall since July 20. 
 
After being placed on the DL on July 24 for the second time because of recurring discomfort, the Cubs 
were cautious in rehabbing Bryant’s shoulder. That included a suggestion by manager Joe Maddon that 
Bryant try to keep both hands on the bat longer during his follow-through. 
 
But Bryant has started to drive the ball in the last week with more power. 
 
“My shoulder feels good,” Bryant said. “It felt good from the first game I got back. That’s great. We’re 
doing all the right things, which is good to figure out early on.” 
 
Bryant said his single and homer to the opposite field Monday are indicators of his progress. 
 
“It’s just like spring training, where you hadn’t played in a while and you get out there and you still have 
some rust on you,” Bryant said. “After time, you see more pitches and it starts to become more familiar, 
and that’s where we’re at right now.” 
 
Bryant has maintained he doesn’t feel added pressure to help carry the team to the National League 
Central title. 
 
“We’re a really good team, and I’ve never felt I had to do that since I’ve been here,” Bryant said. 
 
Nor is Bryant bothered by shifts. 
 
“I just want to hit it over their head,” he said. “I try to take the infield out of the equation.” 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs honor Jared Young and Matt Swarmer with minor-league honors 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Two unheralded draft picks emerged as the Cubs’ 2018 minor-league player and pitcher of the year. 
 
First baseman Jared Young, a 15th round pick in the 2017 draft out of OId Dominion, won the 
organization’s minor-league player of the year honors. The left-handed hitting Young, 23, batted .300 
with 16 home runs, 76 RBIs and a .357 on-base percentage in 120 games at Class A South Bend and Class 
A Myrtle Beach. 
 
Matt Swarmer, a 19th round pick in the 2016 draft out of Kutztown University in Pennsylvania, was 
named minor-league pitcher of the year. The 6-foot-5, 175-pound Swarmer, 24, struck out 135 with only 
21 walks in 128 2/3 innings for Myrtle Beach and Double-A Tennessee. 
 
Swarmer was 9-8 with a 3.22 ERA in 24 starts. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Kris Bryant back to form, Jason Heyward back in lineup, Cubs’ lead back to 3½ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX — Even as Javy Baez continued to draw attention to his growing MVP candidacy the last two 
nights against the Diamondbacks, the rest of the Cubs’ lineup seemed to be finding strength in key 
areas, too. 
 
That includes one outfielder who returned to the lineup Tuesday, when the Cubs clobbered the 
Diamondbacks 9-1, and another who might be back Friday. 
 
And it includes the guy who already has been there and done the MVP thing two years ago. 
 
The two-run home run Monday by 2016 National League MVP Kris Bryant — his first round-tripper in 
almost two months — might have signaled a return to form for him just in time for October after he 
missed six weeks with an injury to his left shoulder. 
 
‘‘We all know what KB can do here,’’ Baez said of the impact Bryant can have down the stretch and into 
the postseason if he’s back to full strength and his 2015-17 form. ‘‘Just having him in the lineup, it 
changes the way the other team pitches to us.’’ 
 
Baez, meanwhile, boosted his homer total to 33 and his NL-leading RBI total to 107 with two-run homers 
each of the last two nights. 
 
It didn’t seem to matter who was pitching Tuesday for the Diamondbacks, as Daniel Murphy added a 
homer, Anthony Rizzo delivered his 94th and 95th RBI and right fielder Jason Heyward made his first 
start since suffering a hamstring injury Aug. 30 and doubled to the opposite-field gap in his first at-bat. 
 
The Cubs’ biggest scoring output since Aug. 26 made a winner of Mike Montgomery (5-5) and extended 
their lead in the NL Central to 3½ games over the second-place Brewers with 11 to play. 
 



 
Meanwhile, left fielder Kyle Schwarber (sore back) is poised for a return to the lineup Friday against the 
White Sox, which would put the Cubs’ hitting roster at full strength just in time for the playoffs. 
 
And if Bryant, who doubled during the Cubs’ four-run fifth, is playing at his peak level for the first time 
this season as September cools into October? 
 
‘‘I’m not going to put any extra pressure or any of that on myself,’’ said Bryant, whose sore shoulder 
seemed to sap his power for much of the season, but who indicated he has felt no pain or discomfort in 
it since returning from the disabled list Sept. 1. ‘‘We’re a really good team, and I’ve never felt I’ve had to 
do that since I’ve been here. 
 
‘‘Like I said when I first came off the DL, I’m just trying to be myself and impact the game any way I can. I 
feel I’ve done that so far.’’ 
 
For all the talk about Bryant making adjustments with his swing — keeping both hands on the bat to 
reduce his follow-through — his uppercut, top-hand release Monday looked like vintage Bryant. 
 
And that’s how he plans to keep it, he said. 
 
‘‘In practice in the cage and stuff, I try to limit the intensity of the swings,’’ he said. ‘‘But in the game, my 
natural instincts take over. That’s how I’ve swung and always played the game. I don’t think I’ll change 
it. . . . 
 
‘‘I’ve seen progress since I’ve come off the DL. Hopefully we just continue to do that and start getting 
hot at the right time.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
17 pitches and a cloud of dust: Anthony Rizzo’s marathon at-bat ignites Cub rout 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX – How does a lineout to the shortstop for the second out of the first inning ignite a 9-1 rout 
when it doesn’t so much as advance a runner? 
 
When it comes on the 17th pitch of an at-bat, and Javy Baez is on deck licking his chops while watching 
every changeup, curve ball and fastball thrown to Anthony Rizzo. 
 
By the time Baez stepped in Tuesday night against Diamondbacks spot starter Matt Andriese, it took two 
changeups out of the zone for Baez to get the slider he was looking for – and to drive it over the wall in 
right-center for his 33rd home run and a quick 2-0 lead. 
 
On a strict pitch limit, Andriese had burned half his pitch count by then and lasted only two innings – 
good for five Cubs runs – as the Cubs cruised to their fifth victory in six games. 
 
“That set up the homer,” manager Joe Maddon said of Rizzo’s at-bat – which started with a called strike, 
followed by five consecutive foul balls before he took a curve ball in the dirt for Ball 1. 
 
“That set up Javy’s home run, there’s no question,” Maddon said. “Normally when you see a guy 
working an at-bat like that something good follows for your team offensively. And we mentioned it to 
Rizz.” 



 
 
The bigger question is whether that at-bat that ignited the Cubs’ biggest scoring splurge since Aug. 26 
will turn out to be a turning point for a strong finish for the Cubs lineup – which returned Jason Heyward 
from a hamstring injury Tuesday and which finally includes a Kris Bryant who actually looks like prime-
time Kris Bryant at the plate. 
 
“Everything’s trending in the right direction,” said Rizzo, whose Cubs reopened a 3½ game lead over 
second place Milwaukee with 11 to play. “But every day we’ve got to go out and Javy needs to be Javy, 
Kris needs to be Kris – guys need to be themselves and put really good at-bats together. And the more 
we do that, the greater our chance of success.” 
 
The sequence of pitches Rizzo saw at the plate, with Baez looking over his shoulder from the on-deck 
circle, went like this: fastball, slider, curve, fastball, curve, slider, curve, slider, curve, curve, fastball, 
changeup, curve, fastball, changeup, slider, curve. 
 
After the first ball on the seventh pitch, Andriese threw to first to send runner Daniel Murphy back to 
the bag. 
 
Then the rest of the at-bat went like this: ball, throw to first, errant throw to first by the catcher 
(Murphy to third), foul ball, foul ball, foul ball, foul ball, foul ball, foul ball, ball 3, foul ball, hard line drive 
to Nick Ahmed shifted to the middle. 
 
“Obviously as good an at-bat as it was, you would love for that ball to sneak through,” Rizzo said. “But 
when you wear pitchers out like that we stress all the time, it’s up to the next guy, and the next guy, and 
the next guy.” 
 
Baez had the full book on Andriese by the time he stepped in the box. 
 
“The mix to Rizz was all over the place – curve ball, fastball changeup, all of it,” Baez said. “He’s still got 
to throw a pitch [to hit] to someone. We got [Ben] Zobrist behind me, so it was tough [for Andriese]. I 
was just trying to see the ball good.” 
 
Andriese, whose longest outing this year was 3 1/3 innings, was gassed by the time six more Cubs batted 
in the second, producing doubles by Heyward and Ian Happ, and a two-run homer by Murphy. 
 
“Overall we really worked good at-bats,” Maddon said. 
 
The Cubs improved to 18-10 during this stretch of 30 scheduled games in 30 days, which ends 
Wednesday. 
 
“It’s been a tough stretch, but we’ve done a really good job of being ready to play that day with 
whatever we had that day,” Rizzo said. “[Wednesday’s] a big game. With the off day after that, it’s easy 
to look past that game. We’ve got to make sure we’re ready.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs shut down closer Brandon Morrow for season 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 



 
PHOENIX — The long and grinding road to the National League pennant just got a lot tougher to 
navigate for the Cubs. 
 
Injured closer Brandon Morrow, who was expected to return by the end of the month, instead was shut 
down for the season Tuesday after an exam by the Diamondbacks’ orthopedist confirmed the bone 
bruise in his right elbow isn’t healing well enough for him to pitch through it. 
 
‘‘We were hoping to bring him back, but we were certainly prepared for this reality, knowing he was 
trying to do something that was difficult, to say the least,’’ Cubs president Theo Epstein said of Morrow, 
who had planned to pitch through discomfort in an effort to contribute in the playoffs. 
 
Morrow, who hasn’t pitched since the last game before the All-Star break in July, is expected to be at full 
strength when spring training starts in February. 
 
‘‘We were kind of hesitant and cautious,’’ Epstein said of Morrow’s rehab efforts since an MRI exam in 
July revealed the injury.  ‘‘Anytime the plan is to pitch through discomfort, that’s not a great long-term 
formula. But we kind of let him go as long as he was honest with us about it, and he was.’’ 
 
In the days after his simulated game Saturday, Morrow said he had trouble doing simple daily tasks — 
such as reaching for a cup of coffee — without feeling a ‘‘grabbing’’ pain as he extended his arm. 
 
‘‘It was time to do the right thing and let this thing heal,’’ Epstein said. 
 
The setback comes less than a week after the Cubs lost backup closer Pedro Strop for the rest of the 
regular season because of a hamstring injury. 
 
Two years after winning the World Series with workhorse closer Aroldis Chapman and a year after 
reaching the National League Championship Series with All-Star closer Wade Davis, the Cubs are faced 
with using a closer-by-committee approach. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon reached the World Series with the Rays in 2008 without a true closer, and the 
Astros won it last season without a set late-inning crew. 
 
‘‘Of course, it can be done,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘I’ve been there. We didn’t win [in 2008], but we got there. 
It’s always nice to have that guy, whether it was [Chapman] a couple of years ago or even what Wade 
was able to do last year. 
 
‘‘However, there’s other guys. I think if we can continue to match them up and don’t beat anybody up, 
we can continue the same trend.’’ 
 
The Cubs added relievers Jesse Chavez and Brandon Kintzler at the non-waiver trade deadline in July, 
then added Jorge De La Rosa and Jaime Garcia after the deadline. They’ve also kept some backups, 
including former Red Sox and Diamondbacks pitcher Allen Webster, on throwing programs as possible 
additions in the coming days. Webster was signed to a minor-league deal in March. 
 
‘‘Obviously, it was a disappointment, just like it was when [Strop] went down,’’ Epstein said, noting the 
Cubs have the top bullpen ERA in the NL. ‘‘There’s no reason to hang our heads. We have a deep bullpen 
that’s accomplished quite a bit.’’ 
 
The Cubs’ bullpen hasn’t allowed a run since Strop’s injury, with Randy Rosario, De La Rosa and Steve 
Cishek earning saves since. 



 
 
‘‘There’s no panic here,’’ Epstein said. ‘‘If we lose a game late, there’s not going to be any panic. We’re 
going to find a way.’’ 
 
Morrow, who also missed time with back spasms in June, had a 1.47 ERA and 22 saves in 24 chances this 
season. 
 
Epstein suggested Morrow’s arm problems might have begun June 2, when he was supposed to have 
the day off but talked his way into pitching a third consecutive day after the Cubs took a 13th-inning 
lead in New York. 
 
‘‘It sucks,’’ Morrow said. ‘‘On a positive note, it’s another injury that does not require surgery, and with 
time off I should be 100 percent by spring training.’’ 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Kris Bryant’s state of play as the Cubs’ offense ramps up for October 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX — The “M-V-P!” chants started again on Tuesday night at Chase Field after Javier Báez 
launched his 33rd homer over the right-center field wall. Anthony Rizzo set up that two-run shot in the 
first inning with a 17-pitch at-bat against Arizona Diamondbacks spot starter Matt Andriese. It appears 
this Cubs offense is awakening just in time for the playoffs. 
 
Ben Zobrist, the 2016 World Series MVP, followed Baez in this lineup that kept up the pressure during a 
9-1 win on Day 29 of 30 without a true day off. Daniel Murphy uncorked a swing in the second inning 
that looked like something out of his Cub-killer MVP performance with the New York Mets during the 
2015 National League Championship Series, his left knee almost scraping the dirt in the batter’s box as 
he reached down for the slider that he golfed into the right-field seats for another two-run homer. Jason 
Heyward had already drilled a line-drive double in his first at-bat since going on the disabled list with 
right hamstring tightness on Aug. 31. 
 
But for all the big-game players and big-name free agents on this team, there is no one else quite like 
Kris Bryant, the Rookie of the Year/NL MVP/World Series champion — all before his 25th birthday — 
who can beat you in so many different ways. It’s Bryant’s power and patience as a hitter, his speed and 
awareness on the bases, and his arm and athleticism as a defender who can play all over the infield and 
the outfield. 
 
As the Cubs prepare for October — the NL Central lead over the Milwaukee Brewers is up to 3 1/2 
games while the magic number to clinch the division is down to eight — getting Bryant back up to speed 
will be a priority after left shoulder inflammation sidelined him for almost two full months (during two 
separate stints on the disabled list). 
 
“I’m not going to put any extra pressure or any of that on myself, just because we’re a really good team, 
and I’ve never felt that I’ve had to do that since I’ve been here,” Bryant said. “Like I said when I first got 
off the DL, I’m just going to try to be myself and impact the game in any way I can. I feel like I’ve done 
that so far.” 
 
Since the Cubs activated Bryant on Sept. 1, he’s hitting .309 while getting on base 39 percent of the 
time. He has 20 strikeouts in 55 at-bats, five RBIs and an .869 OPS through 17 games that have been 



 
about seeing pitches, finding a rhythm and getting his body used to playing nine innings again. His two-
run homer off Randall Delgado on Monday — the one TV analyst Jim Deshaies predicted on the WGN 
broadcast — marked his first since July 21, or the weekend before the Cole Hamels trade with the Texas 
Rangers. 
 
“We all know what KB can do here,” Báez said. “It’s not easy coming back from a shoulder injury, trying 
to get used to — not a different swing — but it’s not the way he’s used to swinging. He’s still getting 
used to it and I know he’s going to hit.” 
 
“This is a tough league and he missed quite a bit of time,” Murphy said. “It would be unfair to assume 
that he was going to come back without taking a little bit of time. And now we’re starting to see quality 
at-bats from him.” 
 
Seeing Mike Bryant waiting for his son outside the visiting clubhouse the last two nights has been a 
reminder of how much that uppercut swing is hardwired into their shared passion. Bryant stressed that 
his left shoulder has felt good from the moment he rejoined the Cubs, and dismissed any theories about 
significant mechanical adjustments. 
 
Even if he could, why would Bryant change what’s made him a No. 2 overall draft pick, Baseball 
America’s No. 1 prospect, a two-time All-Star and the Cubs player fastest to reach 100 career homers? 
 
“In practice and in the cage, I try to limit the intensity of the swings,” Bryant said. “But in the game, I 
think my natural instincts take over. That’s how I’ve always swung and how I’ve always played the game, 
so I don’t think that changes any.” 
 
The Cubs had enough depth and versatility to help cover for Bryant and a series of other injuries across a 
six-month season. But those advantages are diminished in a playoff series when managers manage for 
the next out and pitchers pitch with maximum effort. The Cubs need their best players to be their best 
players in October and Bryant’s presence adds another dimension to this lineup. 
 
“When you wear pitchers out like that — we stress it all the time — it sets up the next guy, the next guy 
and the next guy for success,” Rizzo said. “Everything’s trending in the right direction, but every day we 
got to go out and Javy needs to be Javy. Kris needs to be Kris. Guys need to be themselves and put really 
good at-bats together. 
 
“If we continue to do that, I have a strong feeling we’ll be where we want to be at the end of the day.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Did Brandon Morrow’s World Series workload for the Dodgers knock him out of this year’s playoffs with 
the Cubs? 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX — Here’s an idea of how impossible it would have been for Brandon Morrow to anchor the 
Cubs bullpen in October: Even while doing everyday stuff like reaching for a coffee cup, he felt a 
grabbing sensation between the top of his right forearm and biceps. So just imagine testing that elbow 
in the playoffs, competing with a bone bruise at the highest level while trying to throw 98-mph fastballs 
past Lorenzo Cain and Christian Yelich. 
 



 
Morrow already knew his season was over when he walked into the manager’s office inside Chase 
Field’s visiting clubhouse at 3:56 p.m. on Tuesday. That closed-door meeting with Joe Maddon, 
president of baseball operations Theo Epstein and assistant general manager Scott Harris lasted six 
minutes. Earlier that day, Morrow had consulted with Dr. Don Sheridan, a surgeon associated with the 
Arizona Diamondbacks who had seen him for previous injuries and confirmed what the Cubs already 
understood. 
 
“He was trying to push it to come back to help the team — and was prepared to pitch through some 
discomfort — but his body wasn’t allowing him to do it,” Epstein said. “It was too much pain. You get to 
that point, it’s just not wise to even try to push it. He physically wouldn’t have been able to pitch 
effectively, and it would have been the wrong thing for the big picture. 
 
“These things just need time to heal, so he’s going to get that time to heal, and unfortunately won’t be 
able to come back this season despite his best efforts.” 
 
Both Epstein and Morrow said no surgery will be needed for an injury that typically requires four months 
of recovery time. After a full offseason of rest, Morrow expects to be 100 percent by spring training, 
though Epstein is already thinking about how to manage his workload in 2019. 
 
Epstein admitted the Cubs will never know if there was any carryover effect from Morrow pitching in 14 
out of 15 playoff games for the Los Angeles Dodgers last season, a dominating performance that earned 
him a two-year, $21 million contract and the closer’s job. 
 
“We were going to try to really be careful with him this year,” Epstein said, flashing back to a 14-inning 
win over the Mets on June 2. “I think he first felt it after that one outing in New York where he was 
someone that we were going to stay away from. In that crazy game, we came back and then he came in. 
That’s probably a lesson learned, never to stray away from the structure that we had for him, no matter 
what’s going on in the game. 
 
“I told him in there, next year when he’s down, he’s not going to be allowed to have his spikes on, 
because he can talk his way into a game. We just have to be really careful with his usage, so we can have 
him at the most important time of year, which unfortunately is not going to be the case this year.” 
 
Morrow said: “I think that was a half-joke as well, related to Game 5 in the World Series last year when I 
was supposed to be down. That’s just all initial conversation, talking about usage and how we would 
optimize it next year. I’m sure they will have a lot more ideas.” 
 
This has always been the risk-reward calculus with Morrow, an exceptional talent with durability issues 
that forced him to settle for a minor-league deal with the Dodgers in January 2017. As advertised, 
Morrow went 22-for-24 in save chances, posted a 1.47 ERA and didn’t throw a single pitch for the Cubs 
after the All-Star break. 
 
“It’s hard to say,” Morrow said when asked about the Dodger playoff run into November and a potential 
year-after effect. “We did MRIs when I signed and there was nothing relatable to that. There wasn’t 
signaling in the bone or strains in my bicep and stuff. I wasn’t feeling anything like this last year, and I 
wasn’t feeling anything probably up until early June.” 
 
Morrow admitted he “probably got a little overconfident” after Saturday’s simulated game at Wrigley 
Field, expressing hope that he would be able to get a scripted appearance during this week’s three-game 
series against the Diamondbacks. Morrow woke up on Sunday morning in pain, sensed this was going in 
the wrong direction and knew by Monday that he would be shut down for the rest of the year. 



 
 
“It sucks,” Morrow said. 
 
The alarm-bells stories about the bullpen and the think pieces about what the Cubs will do without 
Morrow and Pedro Strop (strained left hamstring) have already been written. Morrow hasn’t saved a 
game for this team since July 15 and the Cubs still have the National League’s best record (88-62) and 
lowest bullpen ERA (3.30). 
 
“We were certainly prepared for this reality,” Epstein said, “knowing he was trying to do something that 
was difficult, to say the least. You’re hesitant and cautious any time the plan is to pitch through 
discomfort. That’s not a great long-term formula, but we kind of let him go as long as he was honest 
with us about it. He was, but physically there’s no way. He couldn’t exert himself, couldn’t let it go and 
wasn’t recovering. Any time he pitched, it would get worse. 
 
“It’s just time to do the right thing and let this thing heal.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Prospect Alzolay preparing for '19 during rehab 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- It was 100 degrees at the Cubs' complex early Monday when Adbert Alzolay played catch. 
If the season had gone the way the right-hander wanted, he would've been preparing for the Cubs' 
series opener against the D-backs at Chase Field in downtown Phoenix. 
 
Ranked No. 2 on MLB Pipeline's list of the Cubs' top 30 prospects, Alzolay has not been on a mound 
since May 29 when he threw four perfect innings for Triple-A Iowa. 
 
"That was the craziest thing ever," Alzolay said Monday. "I was warming up and everything was great. 
My first pitch [in the fourth] was a fastball, and I felt like my velo wasn't there -- it was 90, 91 [mph]. I 
was like, 'OK, something is wrong.' I didn't feel pain in my arm, no pain. I threw another fastball, and I 
think it was a ground ball to second base, first out. The next guy, I threw a changeup and I felt 
something, something weird. I was like, 'OK, this is not normal.'" 
 
Alzolay didn't throw another breaking pitch, but he was able to retire the next two batters. When he got 
to the dugout, he told the athletic trainer that he couldn't throw any more. 
 
"It's so weird because I was perfect during the whole game, but in that inning, just two or three pitches I 
felt it," Alzolay said. "I was so frustrated. I thought maybe I didn't work hard enough to take care of my 
arm." 
 
The 23-year-old couldn't raise his arm over his head. The Cubs decided in mid-June to shut Alzolay down 
because of a strained right lat. In his eight starts at Iowa, he struck out 27 over 39 2/3 innings. 
 
Alzolay received a PRP (platelet-rich plasma) shot and was told not to use his right arm for a month and 
a half. For three months, all he could do was wear ice packs and ride an exercise bike for about 20 
minutes a day. 
 
"When I got the green light to start doing all my things, I was feeling better," Alzolay said. "Right now, I 
feel stronger than at the beginning. The plan is working; everything's perfect." 



 
 
Two weeks ago, Alzolay began playing catch. 
 
"The first day, it felt really, really, really bad because I didn't know where I was throwing the ball," 
Alzolay said. "Everybody was laughing -- they said, 'It's OK if you throw the ball over the [batting] cages.' 
The first five balls were all over the place, but then I was hitting my target. I almost cried." 
 
Alzolay, who went 7-1 with a 2.98 ERA at Class A Advanced Myrtle Beach in 2017, has been on a fast 
track. He knew there was a chance he could've pitched for the Cubs this year. Yu Darvish was hurt. Tyler 
Chatwood struggled. 
 
"I've never been in this position before," Alzolay said about being sidelined for an extended period. "In 
the regular season, you have some tightness, but it's tough for a couple weeks. This time, losing the 
whole season and being that close to making it to the big leagues and getting this setback, all the 
emotions came together -- the frustrations, all of that. I realized that everything happens for a reason. I 
have the support of all the guys from the Cubs, and my family is always behind me. My dad calls me 
every day and tells me, 'You're going to be OK, everything will be OK.'" 
 
Alzolay's taking advantage of the time off and doing his homework, too. He has been watching games to 
study how pitchers approach hitters. 
 
"I'm learning how they work in the big leagues," Alzolay said. "I'm not doing anything on the field, but 
I'm preparing my mind for the next step. 
 
"Even my girlfriend, sometimes she gets mad at me," he said, laughing. "She says, 'You spend the whole 
day on baseball.' I said, 'When you have a dream, you have to do it.'" 
 
Alzolay has started thinking about 2019. 
 
"I've been preparing for next year all this time," Alzolay said. "I know my season is done. There's nothing 
I can do to be back on the mound this year, but I can prepare myself and my mind and my body to be 
ready for next year and Spring Training." 
 
Alzolay has let his hair grow while rehabbing. He has a reason for that, too. 
 
"When I'm 100 percent ready, like 100 percent healthy, I will shave it off," Alzolay said, smiling. 
 
He can't wait. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Rizzo tees up lead-padding rout of D-backs 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- How do you win without a closer? The Cubs' approach on Tuesday night was to score 
enough runs to not have to deal with a tight late-inning situation, and they did it by wearing down the D-
backs' pitching, beginning with Anthony Rizzo's marathon at-bat. 
 



 
Javier Baez and Daniel Murphy hit two-run homers and Rizzo drove in a pair of runs to power the Cubs 
to a 9-1 victory at Chase Field that opened a 3 1/2-game lead in the National League Central over the 
Brewers, who lost, 3-1, to the Reds in Milwaukee. 
 
Tuesday was Day 29 of the Cubs' extended stretch of 30 days in a row with a game scheduled, and 
they're now 18-10 with suitcases full of dirty laundry, looking forward to Thursday's off-day. 
 
"It's going to be unusual to not have to report to a ballpark," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
Rizzo had to go shopping on Tuesday because he underpacked. The Cubs' 30-in-30 stretch hasn't been 
that bad. 
 
"Honestly, I felt like I had a day off [Monday] coming off a day of travel," Rizzo said. "Usually when you 
travel out west, you drag a little bit. I think we've done a good job of being ready to play every day with 
whatever we had that day." 
 
The day didn't begin well for the Cubs, who learned that closer Brandon Morrow was done for the 
season because of a bone bruise on his right forearm that has sidelined him since mid-July. Rather than 
create a save situation, the Cubs gave starter Mike Montgomery a nice cushion. The lefty was making his 
17th start, a career high, and he struck out a season-high eight batters. The only blemish was a homer 
by Ketel Marte in the second. 
 
"We've had those injuries that really affect guys and guys have to step up," Montgomery said of the 
relievers' resiliency. "They've done a great job and they've got a lot of innings and a lot of outings. 
Playoff baseball, it's a little bit different. Games are a little bit shorter and it's more about win at all costs 
as opposed to saving guys' arms. We definitely have the guys to do it. We've got 10 or so games left this 
year and we're feeling pretty confident going into the last stretch." 
 
Chicago's offense has sputtered recently, but the hitters were patient. They didn't have much of a 
scouting report on D-backs starter Matt Andriese, so they made him throw a lot of pitches. The right-
hander lasted two innings, throwing 61 pitches, including 17 in one at-bat to Rizzo, who hit prior to Baez 
in the first. 
 
"That set up the homer. That set up Javy's home run, no question," Maddon said. "Normally, when you 
see a guy working an at-bat like that, something good falls for your team offensively." 
 
Rizzo lined out up the middle, but Baez saw Andriese's full repertoire from the on-deck circle and belted 
his second two-run homer in as many games. He has 33 homers, an NL-leading 107 RBIs and lots of fans 
in the Phoenix area, who chanted "M-V-P" during each of his at-bats. 
 
The at-bat took close to 10 minutes, so Baez said he started stretching in the on-deck circle. 
 
"It was my first [at-bat] and it kept getting longer and longer, so I started stretching and stretching," 
Baez said. "He threw me back-to-back changeups, and if he did that, I knew he wasn't going to throw me 
a fastball. So I just sat on the slider, and he threw it to me middle-middle." 
 
"That's what you want. When you grind at-bats like that, if we continue to do that, I have a strong 
feeling we'll be where we need to be at the end of the day." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 



 
Rizzo loosens the lid: The D-backs planned to limit Andriese to about 50 pitches, but they didn't expect 
one Rizzo at-bat would take up about one-third of them. Murphy singled to lead off the game, and one 
out later, Rizzo fell behind 0-2. The first baseman fouled off four pitches in a row, then took two more. 
Then Rizzo fouled off six more pitches before Andriese threw a changeup that was low and outside for a 
full count. On the 17th pitch, Rizzo lined out to shortstop Nick Ahmed on the second-base side of the 
bag. Rizzo saw everything Andriese had -- a change, slider, fastball and curve. 
 
"I saw it all," Rizzo said of the at-bat. "I saw how they were going to pitch me the whole night. … When 
you wear pitchers out like that, we stress all the time, it sets up the next guy and the next guy and the 
next guy for success." 
 
Andriese said Rizzo's at-bat was key. 
 
"It put me behind the eight-ball there," Andriese said. "I threw everything at him. I threw all four 
pitches, pretty good locations. He was fouling it off. It was a good battle. When I know I'm on a limited 
pitch count, that drove that up real quick, just being out there for two innings there, it was way too 
many pitches. That was the moral of the story." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Everything is trending in the right direction. Every day we have to go out and Javy needs to be Javy and 
Kris [Bryant] needs to be Kris. Guys need to be themselves and put really good at-bats together, and the 
more we do that, the more success we'll have." -- Rizzo 
 
"Obviously, this rotation is going well right now. I wanted to jump in line and be a guy who goes out 
there and gives us as many innings as we can." -- Montgomery 
 
UP NEXT 
Cole Hamels (4-0, 1.57 ERA) will close the Cubs' 30-in-30 stretch and start Wednesday's series finale 
against the D-backs and fellow lefty Robbie Ray (5-2, 4.14). Hamels has not gotten a decision in his last 
four starts, with the Cubs going 2-2 in those games. In his last outing, he gave up two runs over 6 2/3 
innings against the Reds. He last faced the D-backs on Aug. 23, 2013. First pitch is scheduled for 8:40 
p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs closer Morrow out for the season 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- Brandon Morrow was optimistic after throwing one inning of a simulated game on Saturday 
in Chicago. But when he tried to reach for a cup of coffee on Monday and couldn't pick it up because of 
discomfort in his right forearm, the Cubs reliever knew his season was done. 
 
Morrow, sidelined since July 18, has been shut down for the remainder of the season because of a 
nagging bone bruise. On Monday, Morrow saw an orthopedic specialist, Dr. Dan Sheridan, who works 
with the D-backs and has treated the right-hander in the past. Sheridan confirmed the diagnosis. 
 
"We knew we were running out of time to begin with, just because of the nature of the injury and the 
amount of time it takes to clear out, and just really didn't have enough time," Morrow said Tuesday, 
sitting in the visitor's dugout at Chase Field. 
 



 
"The sim game, I did feel OK," Morrow said. "I probably got a little overconfident with it, obviously, the 
way I felt that day. I felt OK throughout the night. The next morning was when I knew things were going 
in the wrong way. I woke up feeling the same as I was a couple months ago. Yesterday was tough. It 
sucks." 
 
Morrow has not pitched for the Cubs since July 15, but the relief corps has held up well in his absence, 
tying for ninth in baseball with a 3.65 bullpen ERA since his last appearance. The righty recorded a 1.47 
ERA with 22 saves in his debut season in Chicago, striking out 31 batters in 30 2/3 innings. 
 
"We wanted him back, absolutely," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "He's one of the best in the 
business. It's just not happening right now." 
 
Morrow is one of seven pitchers to record a save this season for the Cubs, and they'll continue to use a 
closer-by-committee approach. However, Pedro Strop, who has handled most of the workload since 
Morrow was sidelined, is out with a strained right hamstring. Strop hopes to return before the regular 
season ends on Sept. 30. 
 
The Cubs acquired Aroldis Chapman in 2016, and he was a key piece to the World Series championship. 
In 2017, Wade Davis was the Cubs' closer, and the team reached the National League Championship 
Series. The 2018 Cubs are leading the NL Central. Can they win without a closer? 
 
"Of course it can be done. I've been there," Maddon said of his 2008 Rays, who lost closer Troy Percival 
to injury but reached the World Series. "We didn't win, but we got there. It's always nice to have that 
guy, whether it's Chappy a couple years ago or what Wade was able to do last year. There's other guys. 
Let's get Stropy well again. That could be very beneficial. The other guys have done fantastic jobs. If we 
continue to match them up and don't beat anybody up, we can continue the same trend." 
 
The Cubs will take their remaining 12 games to sort out who can best handle the late-inning situations. 
 
"We have a deep bullpen that has accomplished quite a bit," Cubs president of baseball operations Theo 
Epstein said. "We're leading the league in ERA, and that's no small feat. It's not one or two pitchers but a 
team-wide effort. We have some talented guys back there and guys who want the ball and aren't afraid 
in big spots. Those guys will have to step up and expand their roles. 
 
"It's not going to be perfect. There's no panic here. If we lose a game late, there won't be any panic and 
we'll find a way." 
 
Morrow reached the World Series last season with the Dodgers but lost to the Astros. 
 
"I was looking forward to [the postseason] and looking forward to helping the team finish out the 
season," Morrow said. "I'll be rooting for them." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant isn't holding back on in-game swings 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- Kris Bryant is using the two-handed grip on his swing when he's in the batting cages, but the 
Cubs third baseman is just going natural when he's in a game. 
 



 
Bryant missed all of August because of a sore left shoulder and has changed the way he practices in 
hopes of not aggravating it. On Monday, he hit his first home run since July 21, and it looked like one of 
his swings from before he went on the disabled list for six weeks. 
 
"In practice in the cages, I try to limit the intensity of the swings, but in the game I think my natural 
instincts take over, and that's how I've always swung and how I've always played the game," Bryant said 
Tuesday. "I don't think I'll change it any. 
 
"I feel good, my shoulder feels good. It felt good from the first game I got back, so that's great. I think 
we're doing all the right things, which is good to figure out early on." 
 
Since coming off the DL on Sept. 1, Bryant is batting .320 with one home run, five doubles and five RBIs. 
He's not trying to rush his return. 
 
"I'm just being myself," Bryant said. "I've seen some good progress since I've come off the DL. Hopefully, 
we continue to do that and start getting hot at the right time." 
 
However, that first week after he was activated was tough because he hadn't been on the field at all. 
 
"Just like Spring Training, when you haven't played for a while and you get out there and have some rust 
on you," Bryant said, "as you start to see more pitches, it becomes more familiar, and I feel that's where 
I'm at right now." 
 
Cubs hand out Minor League awards 
The Cubs named infielder Jared Young and right-handed pitcher Matt Swarmer the organization's Minor 
League Player and Pitcher of the Year, respectively. They will be honored prior to the Cubs' game on 
Sept. 27 at Wrigley Field. 
 
Young, 23, batted .300 with 19 doubles, eight triples, 16 homers and 76 RBIs in 120 games between 
Class A South Bend and Class A Advanced Myrtle Beach. He began the year with South Bend, hitting .313 
with 13 doubles, six triples, 10 homers and 53 RBIs in 69 games as he earned Midwest League 
midseason All-Star honors. 
 
Young was a 15th-round pick in 2017 out of Old Dominion University. 
 
Swarmer, 24, went 9-8 with a 3.22 ERA in 24 starts between Myrtle Beach and Double-A Tennessee. He 
struck out 135 batters while walking 21, good for a 6.43 strikeout-to-walk ratio. He began the season 
with Myrtle Beach, going 5-2 with a 2.28 ERA and 59 strikeouts in nine starts to earn Carolina League 
midseason All-Star honors. He was named Cubs Minor League Pitcher of the Month in April after going 
2-2 with a 1.74 ERA in four starts. Promoted to Tennessee on June 5, Swarmer posted a 3.84 ERA in 15 
starts with the Smokies, striking out 76 batters and walking 14. 
 
Selected by the Cubs in the 19th round of the 2016 Draft out of Kutztown University, Swarmer was 
named All-Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference First Team in 2016. 
 
Neither player ranked among MLB Pipeline's Top 30 Cubs Prospects for 2018. 
 
Worth noting 
• The Cubs flip-flopped Jose Quintana and Jon Lester so Lester can get an extra day heading into the 
Interleague series against the White Sox this weekend. Quintana will start Friday against his former 
team, looking for his career-best 14th win. Lester, who had to come out of a recent start because of 



 
back spasms, will go on Saturday. The extra day is more of a "proactive move," Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said Tuesday. 
 
• Speaking of the White Sox series, who will the Cubs use as the designated hitter? It could be Kyle 
Schwarber or Daniel Murphy, Maddon said. Schwarber did not accompany the Cubs to Arizona because 
he's been dealing with a bad back. However, if he can play the outfield, Murphy may be the DH. 
 
"In a perfect world, right-handed pitchers, playing in that ballpark, I'd like to get Schwarbs out there and 
mix and match on the infield and let Murph pick up those at-bats [as the DH]," Maddon said. 
 
• On Tuesday, Maddon took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Cardon Children's Medical Center in 
Mesa, Ariz. Maddon's Respect 90 Foundation helped renovate the pediatric outpatient treatment rooms 
there. In keeping with the child friendly environment, each room is uniquely decorated and, of course, 
there is a baseball theme. 
 
The project was funded by money raised during the Respect Bald event held during Spring Training. 
There is even a toy room named after Taylor Davis and Pierce Johnson, both of whom had their long hair 
cut for the event. Teammates raised about $80,000 to coax them to do so. 
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