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Freeland outduels Bumgarner; Rox rally to win 
Lefty limits Giants to 3 hits; Rockies score 3 in 7th to take series opener 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | Jul. 2nd, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Kyle Freeland leaped out of the dugout with a smile splashed across his face and pointed at Ian Desmond, 

who was safe at first after Giants shortstop Brandon Crawford's errant throw. 

 

Desmond reached on an error that allowed the go-ahead run score, capping a three-run seventh inning for the Rockies, 

whose 5-2 win over the Giants on Monday night was their fourth out of the past five games. 

 

Freeland gave up a first-pitch homer to Giants center fielder Gorkys Hernandez, who has five homers in 11 games against 

Colorado this season, and an RBI double to Buster Posey. After working himself into a 2-0 deficit against Giants ace 

Madison Bumgarner, Freeland (8-6) retired his last 13 batters and lowered his home ERA to 2.89 with 98 pitches in seven 

innings. It was his 11th quality start in his last 13 outings. 

 

"You just have to go pitch by pitch, whatever happens, you have to turn the page," Freeland said. "It can't change what 

happens next. You have to keep moving forward." 

 

After giving up the run in the third inning, Freeland calmly pitched his way through the next four innings, still in a 2-0 hole. 

So when the Rockies strung together three runs in the seventh, Freeland couldn't have been happier. 
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"I was just trying to be as positive as I could," Freeland said. "Knowing I was on the hook for the loss early in the game, I 

was just trying to be as positive as I could for my teammates to see what we could get going in that inning." 

 

Rockies manager Bud Black said Freeland is learning when to be calm and poised and when to let loose. 

 

"I love Kyle's emotion," Black said. "The aggressiveness that he pitches with and the fire that he plays with will never 

leave him, that's who he is." 

 

The Rockies' offense came through, when Charlie Blackmon's infield single loaded the bases for Nolan Arenado, who 

drew a five-pitch walk from Giants reliever Reyes Moronta. Trevor Story grounded into a double play, which plated DJ 

LeMahieu, and Crawford's off-line throw on Desmond's grounder scored Blackmon to give the Rockies a 3-2 lead. 

 

Monday's win was much needed for the Rockies, who are fighting to stay in contention before the July 31 non-waiver 

Trade Deadline. Colorado is looking to bounce back after a rough June, when the Rockies went 11-16 and struggled 

through bad pitching -- a 6.20 team ERA coupled with a number of bad bullpen outings saw the Rockies drop from first in 

the National League West at the beginning of the month to fourth by the end. 

 

But the Rockies are slowly climbing their way back. Since last Tuesday, Colorado starters are 3-0 with a 2.49 ERA in 

seven games. And Freeland, who pitched his fourth straight outing of two runs or fewer, on Monday, has been the leader 

of the rotation that is starting to find its legs. 

 

"As a starting pitcher, your job is obviously every fifth day," Black said. "But the four days in between, we're all watching. 

[Freeland] is going about it the right way. There's a group of guys who are committed to helping us win games, and 

[Freeland] falls in line there." 

 

Freeland, 25, is learning how to be a leader -- and not just with his numbers. Freeland said he looks to leaders like 

Arenado, Blackmon and Desmond to learn how to be one himself. 
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"It's just more getting time under my belt and watching how they go about things," Freeland said. "Watching how they go 

about their day-to-day activities. Nolan, you see he's in the cage 24/7 hitting baseball. So you see those guys working on 

their game, so you have to constantly be working on your game." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Righty Scott Oberg protected a 3-2 lead in the eighth by pitching his ninth straight outing without allowing an earned run. 

For the second straight game, he forced a double-play grounder in a tight situation. 

 

Sunday, it was Justin Turner in the seventh inning of a tie game -- one the Dodgers won, 6-4. Monday, after giving up 

Alen Hanson's leadoff single, his first-pitch slider extracted the double-play grounder from Hernandez. Oberg then got 

Giants first baseman Brandon Belt to ground out to short, ending the inning. 

 

"That was big -- in a one-run game as the top of their order was coming through, to put up a zero was a big moment, for 

sure," Black said. 

 

SOUND SMART 

No wonder Freeland was so demonstrative as his team was rallying in the seventh. The balls the Rockies put in play were 

hit so softly, according to Statcast™, that for all we know Freeland willed them telepathically. 

 

Valaika's leadoff single against Bumgarner had an 87.2 mph exit velocity and was placed well enough to defy a 33 

percent hit probability. After LeMahieu singled (78 mph and a more-legit 90 percent hit probability) Blackmon loaded the 

bases with a 47.4 mph dribbler with a 10 percent hit probability. 

 

No contact was need for the Rockies' first run-scoring play, Arenado's bases-loaded walk. Story's double-play grounder 

came off the bat at 50.8 mph -- so slowly that a throw to the plate wasn't possible. Desmond's 75.1 mph grounder 

benefitted from Crawford's wild throw. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

With basketball season over (but not out of the news, thanks to LeBron James), who thought Coors Field would be the 

place to see a fancy behind-the-back pass? 
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That's what happened Monday night. 

 

With one out and one on in the top of the second, LeMahieu ranged hard up the middle to backhand Joe Panik's 

grounder. With momentum carrying him into short center field, his only shot for the out at second was a behind-the-back 

flip to Story to retire Crawford. 

 

A double play was possible, but Story made sure to keep his right foot on the bag and catch the fancy toss, and his relay 

throw was late. 

 

UP NEXT 

Righty Antonio Senzatela (2-1, 6.23 ERA), who made 10 relief appearances before being optioned to Triple-A 

Albuquerque, will return to the Majors -- in his preferred role -- to start against the Giants and righty Chris Stratton (8-5, 

4.45) on Tuesday at Coors Field at 6:10 p.m. MT. In Triple-A, Senzatela went 3-1 with a 2.15 ERA with 42 strikeouts in 37 

2/3 innings. Last season as a rookie, Senzatela was 3-0 with a 4.24 ERA in five games (three starts) against the Giants. 
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Blackmon, Story have shots at All-Star berths 
Arenado appears to be lock; CF, SS sitting outside starting spots 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | Jul. 2nd, 2018 
 

DENVER -- It's crunch time for All-Star voting, as fans have until Thursday to cast votes for the 2018 Camping World MLB 

All-Star Ballot. For Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado, though, a second-straight All-Star start is all but a lock. 

 

Monday's voting update showed Arenado's advantage swell by about 310,000 votes. He leads the Cubs' Kris Bryant by 

more than 950,000 votes and is in position to make his fourth consecutive All-Star appearance. 

 

Outfielder Charlie Blackmon and shortstop Trevor Story have a different story. Blackmon is the last man out in the 

outfield, sitting fourth behind the Braves' Nick Markakis, the Dodgers' Matt Kemp and the Nationals' Bryce Harper. 

Blackmon trails Harper by about 470,000 votes, and is edging the Braves' Ronald Acuna Jr. by 106,000 votes. 

 

Story, who has a .407/.429/.519 slash line in his last seven games and has drawn attention with Arenado-like defensive 

plays recently, still sits at fourth, trailing the Cubs' Addison Russell by 200,000. The Giants' Brandon Crawford leads the 

position, with the Braves' Dansby Swanson in second. 

 

Fans may cast votes for starters at MLB.com and all 30 club sites -- on computers, tablets and smartphones -- exclusively 

online using the 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot until Thursday at 9:59 p.m. MT. On smartphones and tablets, 

fans can also access the ballot via the MLB At Bat and MLB Ballpark mobile apps. Each fan can vote up to five times in 

any 24-hour period, for a maximum of 35 ballots cast. 

 

Following the announcement of this year's All-Star starters, reserves and pitchers, fans should return to MLB.com and 

cast their 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Final Vote for the final player on each league's roster. Then on Tuesday, July 

17, while watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by Mastercard live on FOX, fans may visit MLB.com to submit their 

choices for the Ted Williams Most Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 MLB All-Star Game MVP 

Vote. 

 

The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX Sports; in 

Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. FOX Deportes will provide 
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Spanish-language coverage in the United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN Radio Deportes will provide exclusive 

national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-

Star Week coverage. 

 

For more information about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, visit AllStarGame.com and follow @MLB and 

@AllStarGame on social media. 

 

Bettis day to day 

Rockies right-hander Chad Bettis is day to day after exiting Sunday's 6-4 loss to the Dodgers with a hot spot on his middle 

finger. His next turn to pitch would be Friday against the Mariners, but he said he will see how it feels throughout the 

week. 

 

Rockies manager Bud Black said he doesn't know who would start if Bettis can't go Friday. With an off-day on Thursday, 

though, Kyle Freeland, who is starting Monday night against the Giants, could potentially step in on four days' rest. 

 

"It's frustrating, because my body feels great and I feel great mentally," Bettis said. "For a finger to be holding me back, it's 

really frustrating." 

 

Shaw to face hitters Wednesday 

Rockies right-handed reliever Bryan Shaw threw a bullpen session Monday and will throw to hitters on Wednesday at 

Coors Field, Black said. 

 

"Bryan threw the ball well," Black said. "If everything goes well, we'll send him out on rehab assignment." 

 

Shaw was placed on the disabled list on June 24 with a right calf strain. He was struggling before the move, posting a 

12.46 ERA in 4.1 innings in his last seven games. 

 

Rockies sign four players on international signing day 
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The Rockies signed four shortstops from the Dominican Republic on Monday, the start of the international signing period, 

according to MLB.com's Jesse Sanchez. 

 

Warming Bernabel and Pedro Mota each signed for $900,000, Juan Guerrero signed for $650,000 and Michael James 

signed for $350,000. 

 

The Rockies have $5,504,500 of pool money because they received a Competitive Balance Pick in Round A of the 2018 

MLB Draft. 
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Kyle Freeland deals, Rockies’ offense comes on late in series-opening win over San Francisco 
The Rockies’ offense woke up and swung the momentum of the game with a three-run seventh at Coors Field 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 2, 2018 
 

A bases-loaded opportunity came not once, but twice, in the first three innings against San Francisco ace Madison 

Bumgarner. But the Colorado bats came up empty both times, and it seemed the Rockies were on track to waste another 

strong start by Kyle Freeland. 

 

But then the Rockies’ offense woke up and swung the momentum of the game with a three-run seventh, chasing 

Bumgarner and propelling Colorado to a 5-2, series-opening win over the Giants on Monday at Coors Field. 

 

San Francisco struck first on the very first pitch of the game when outfielder Gorkys Hernandez took a Freeland fastball 

deep to right field to give the visitors a 1-0 edge. But the long ball didn’t phase the southpaw. 

 

“You have to realize there’s still nine innings of baseball to be played, and a lot of pitches to be thrown,” Freeland said. 

“You just have to keep pitching and have faith in your offense that they’re going to come through for you.” 

 

The Giants tacked on another run in the third via a Buster Posey double that scored Brandon Belt to make it 2-0. 

Meanwhile, the Rockies’ offense squandered two huge early opportunities to get to Bumgarner. 

 

Chris Iannetta popped out in foul territory to left to end Colorado’s bases-loaded response threat in the bottom of the first, 

and when the catcher came up again in the third, he again went to left. This time, he hit a seed that found the mitt of a 

diving Austin Slater to leave three stranded once again. 

 

“We put together some good at-bats against Bumgarner from the start of the game, and we put some stress on him with 

the bases loaded twice,” manager Bud Black said. “He made some pitches, though, and Chris hit a bullet to end (the third) 

on a nice play by Slater.” 

 

Even as the offense sputtered, however, Freeland homed in, not allowing a baserunner through his final four frames of 

work en route to turning in a three-hit, seven-inning outing for his fourth straight quality start. 
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Black noted the continued progression of Freeland’s changeup played a critical role Monday, and in his recent surge 

overall. 

 

“It’s a pitch he’s very confident in when behind in the count, and even deep in the count,” Black said. “He’s been a quick 

study, and there’s been some things on the delivery side that he’s incorporated to help him with the change.” 

 

And when the seventh inning rolled around, with Freeland cheering emphatically from the top step of the dugout, Colorado 

loaded the bases with no outs on Bumgarner to bring on right-hander Reyes Moronta. 

 

Moronta walked Nolan Arenado to make it 2-1, Trevor Story hit into a double play to tie the game, and then Giants 

shortstop Brandon Crawford made a throwing error on a routine grounder to give Colorado the 3-2 advantage it didn’t 

relinquish. 

 

“That was an unexpected error by their shortstop to give us the go-ahead run,” Black said. “But that’s why you play — 

because you never know what’s going to happen, but you keep playing and keep fighting like our guys do.” 

 

Tom Murphy added a pinch-hit RBI double and Charlie Blackmon had a sacrifice fly for insurance in the eighth, while 

Scott Oberg and Wade Davis combined to pitch the last two scoreless innings. 

 

Looking ahead 

Antonio Senzatela #49 of the Colorado ...Dilip Vishwanat, Getty ImagesAntonio Senzatela #49 of the Colorado Rockies 

delivers a pitch against the St. Louis Cardinals in the third inning at Busch Stadium on July 24, 2017 in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Giants RHP Mark Stratton (8-5, 4.55 ERA) at Rockies RHP Antonio Senzatela (2-1, 6.23), 6:10 p.m, ATTRM; 850 AM 

 

Senzatela makes his first start of 2018 to much anticipation after being called up Saturday from Triple-A to replace 

struggling Jon Gray in the Rockies’ rotation. In 10 April appearances out of the bullpen, the right-hander had a 6.14 ERA 

and probably would have been recalled to the majors sooner if a minor groin injury hadn’t slowed his progress. Senzatela 

hasn’t seen the Giants yet this season but posted a 4.24 ERA in 23 1/3 innings against San Francisco in 2017 while being 

hit for a .224 average and four home runs. Meanwhile, the Rockies’ offense looks for the same result against Stratton that 



    

10 
 

it got last week by the bay, when Colorado chased him after four innings with eight hits and five runs. —  Kyle Newman, 

The Denver Post 

 

Thursday: Off day 

Friday: Rockies RHP German Marquez (6-8, 5.14) at Mariners RHP Felix Hernandez (8-6, 5.11), 8:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Saturday: Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (5-1, 5.10) at Mariners LHP James Paxton (8-2, 3.39), 2:10 p.m., ATTRM 
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Rockies set for fireworks at Coors Field following Tuesday, Wednesday games against San Francisco 
Both games are at 6:10 p.m., and the first 10,000 fans through the gates on Tuesday receive a hand-held flag giveaway 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 2, 2018 
 

The Rockies are hosting post-game fireworks for the last two games of their series against San Francisco on Tuesday 

and Wednesday in celebration of the Fourth of July. 

 

With extreme fire danger in many parts of Colorado and fireworks bans in place across many metro cities and counties — 

including Aurora, Denver, Douglas County and Jefferson County — the games figure to be one of the best places around 

town to take in a show. 

 

Both games are at 6:10 p.m., and the first 10,000 fans through the gates on Tuesday will receive a hand-held flag 

giveaway. 

 

The Rockies are also having a fireworks game on Sept. 28 against the Nationals during their last home stand of the 

season 
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Journal: The Antonio Senzatela hype train rolls into Coors Field on Tuesday. Is the right-hander ready to meet 
expectations? 
As he recuperated from a groin injury with the Isotopes this month, the 23-year-old became the most waited-on arm in 
Denver 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 2, 2018 
 

The Antonio Senzatela hype train rolls into Coors Field for its 2018 debut Tuesday, with the right-hander projected to start 

against the Giants following Jon Gray‘s demotion to Triple-A Albuquerque over the weekend. 

 

Senzatela, who posted a 6.23 ERA in 10 early-season appearances out of the Colorado bullpen before being optioned 

May 3, made a couple of trips to the disabled list this year — and missed several scheduled starts for the Isotopes — 

because of a groin strain. 

 

As he recuperated, he became the most waited-on arm in Denver. Whether to take the place of the team’s struggling 

would-be ace or to alleviate pressure off a hemorrhaging bullpen, “Senz” trended on Twitter every time a Rockies pitcher 

turned in a poor outing, with farm-aware fans calling for his promotion with ferocity. 

 

That promotion will inevitably come Tuesday, as Senzatela was at Coors Field, but not on the roster, for Monday’s series 

opener against San Francisco. He’s coming off seven-plus shutout innings in his last start with the Isotopes, and said he’ll 

lean on last year’s major-league experience — 10-5 with a 4.68 in 36 games, and 20 starts — to settle his nerves. 

 

“I’ll be able to read the hitters better, and throw more within myself,” Senzatela said. “I have a lot of confidence right now. I 

feel that’s different.” 

 

The 23-year-old’s overall confidence has been buoyed by increasing command of his offspeed pitches in the curve, slider 

and changeup. 

 

“He’s willing to throw them in counts where before he was a little more uncomfortable to throw them in,” said catcher Tom 

Murphy, who caught Senzatela this year in Triple-A. “That’s given him a boatload of confidence, and it’s helped those 

pitches grow organically, rather than trying to force anything.” 
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Tony Wolters echoed Murphy’s assessment and added the mental toughness of the Venezuelan is also noticeable 

despite the up-and-down results he had for Colorado last season, with an ugly 7.39 ERA across June and July. 

 

“He’s always been there in terms of being calm, cool and collected,” the catcher said. “He’s strong up there, and he’s a 

warrior. That’s going to show on Tuesday night.” 

 

Manager Bud Black, who last week specifically mentioned Senzatela in his discussion of his long-term vision for the 

Rockies’ pitching staff this season, is confident a return to the team’s hitter-friendly home digs wouldn’t startle the right-

hander from his current groove. 

 

“We’ve seen Senz on this stage before in the big leagues, and he’s performed by pitching well,” Black said. “He’s coming 

off a good stretch of games in Albuquerque. … We just like so much about him. He’s a competitor, he’s got good stuff, 

how he’s built inside.” 

 

But Senzatela might not be the only one breaking into a Rockies rotation that, up to now, had been the only unit in the 

National League to use just five starters. A hot spot on the middle throwing finger of Chad Bettis, originally appearing in 

Los Angeles on May 22, flared up again against the Dodgers on Sunday and cut the right-hander’s outing short at three 

innings. 

 

“It felt like it kind of came out of nowhere in May, and throughout that game it continued to get worse,” Bettis said. 

“(Sunday), kind of the same thing. It flared up a little bit in my pregame bullpen, and then inning-to-inning it just continued 

to get worse and affect all of my pitches at extension.” 

 

Bettis described his status as day to day, while Black said “we’re concerned, for sure” about the extent of the injury and 

whether the right-hander will be back in time for his next projected start Saturday in Seattle. 

 

That could very well mean a chance in the rotation for the other new arm on the Colorado roster if the team doesn’t again 

look to the Triple-A ranks. Called up on June 24, Yency Almonte has spent most of his career as a starter and said he 

would be ready to fill that role if called upon. 
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“We have a lot of good, young arms in this organization,” Almonte said. “I think we’re all going to be here for a while, so 

you have to stay ready and make your opportunity count.” 
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Late error helps Rockies rally for 5-2 win over Giants 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | July 2, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Kyle Freeland has a silhouette of a mountain range tattooed along his right arm. 

 

So, no, the Denver native doesn't mind pitching in a little thin air. 

 

Freeland elevated his game once again at Coors Field and the Colorado Rockies scored the go-ahead run in the seventh 

on a throwing error by shortstop Brandon Crawford to rally for a 5-2 win over the San Francisco Giants on Monday night. 

 

Freeland (8-6) settled in to go seven strong innings after surrendering a homer to Gorkys Hernandez on the first pitch of 

the game. 

 

That mistake hardly weighed on him. 

 

"There were a lot more pitches to be thrown," said Freeland, who allowed three hits. "You have to have faith in your 

offense they'll come through for you." 

 

The left-hander hardly feels intimidated by the hitter's park. Freeland has allowed three or fewer runs in all but one of his 

seven starts at Coors Field this season. 

 

"To me, it's still the game of baseball. You have to make your pitches," Freeland said of his approach at Coors. "If you 

don't make your pitches, there's a strong chance they're going to get whacked -- hard." 

 

Part of Freeland's good groove of late has to do with the development of his changeup. He's throwing it with confidence -- 

and success. 

 

"There is a poise factor that comes into play when you're playing this game," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He's 

learning this at the highest level. ... I love the day that Kyle pitches." 
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Scott Oberg threw the eighth and Wade Davis worked his way around a one-out double by Buster Posey in the ninth for 

his 24th save. He struck out Crawford to end the game. 

 

Madison Bumgarner (1-3) was cruising along until the seventh when he began to unravel. After allowing three straight 

singles, he was replaced by reliever Reyes Moronta, who walked Nolan Arenado and then allowed the tying run on a 

double play. Ian Desmond followed with a roller that Crawford gobbled up only to throw wide to first, allowing the 

tiebreaking run to score. 

 

"Just didn't throw it 100 percent. I gave it about an 80-percent throw," Crawford explained. "One-hopper, I had time." 

 

Pinch-hitter Tom Murphy added an insurance run in the eighth, with Charlie Blackmon bringing in another on a sacrifice 

fly. Arenado finished 2 for 3 with two walks. 

 

Bumgarner ran his streak to 22 scoreless innings before it came to a halt in the seventh when he was charged with three 

runs, two earned. Before Monday, the left-hander hadn't allowed a run since June 16 in Los Angeles against the Dodgers. 

 

"I don't care about the streak. I'm just trying to win," Bumgarner said. "That's a tough loss. Everything was going our way 

early on and didn't go our way late. That's all there is to it." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Giants: RHP Johnny Cueto (elbow) was schedule to throw a bullpen session Monday in Sacramento, while RHP Jeff 

Samardzija (shoulder) was slated to make a rehab start for Triple-A Sacramento. "It's a fairly big day in Sacramento," 

manager Bruce Bochy cracked. "Tomorrow, we'll have a plan." 

 

Rockies: RHP Bryan Shaw (right calf strain) had a bullpen session Monday and "threw the ball well," Black said. Shaw will 

throw a simulated game Wednesday and may soon go out on a rehab assignment. ... RHP Chad Bettis wore white tape 

on his middle finger after developing a hot spot during Sunday's start. Bettis was pulled after three innings. "We're 

concerned about him for sure," Black said. 

 

GREAT GRABS 
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Austin Slater played a big role in keeping the Rockies off the scoreboard early by making a sliding catch in left field to end 

the third with the bases loaded. Slater also had a diving catch in the second. 

 

UP NEXT 

Giants: RHP Chris Stratton (8-5, 4.45 ERA) faces the Rockies on Tuesday for a second time in less than a week. He 

allowed five runs over four innings last Thursday. 

Rockies: RHP Antonio Senzatela (2-1, 6.23) will be recalled from Triple-A Albuquerque and make his first start of the 

season Tuesday. He takes the place of opening day starter Jon Gray, who was optioned to Triple-A over the weekend. 
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Sam Hilliard brings five tools with him on climb up Rockies’ organizational ladder 
 
John Altavilla | TheAthletic.com | July 3, 2018 
 
 
 
HARTFORD, Conn. – A great wall towers over the center-field fence rooted 400 feet from home plate at Dunkin’ Donuts 

Park, an architectural accent that has made clearing it with a struck baseball quite infrequent. 

 

But on a lazy weekday night last week, Sam Hilliard, a strapping 6-foot-5 outfielder on the Hartford Yard Goats, the 

Rockies’ Double-A Eastern League affiliate, bit into an appetizing batting practice fastball and launched it far over the 

fence. 

 

A few minutes later his manager, Warren Schaeffer, took a moment to marvel. 

 

“That’s the first time all year that anyone has done that,” said Schaeffer. “And we have a lot of power hitters on the team.” 

 

As it turned out, it wasn’t the first time it had happened. 

 

“Uh, I guess he didn’t see it,” Hilliard said of his manager. “But I actually did it once before this season. I don’t know, for 

some reason the ball doesn’t carry well to that part of the park. I’m trying to hit more balls in the air. I’ve been struggling a 

little with that. The power is there. I need to figure out how to access it more in games.” 

 

According to the Rockies, not only is the power there, but all of the essentials that separate the good from the potentially 

special are within Hilliard, a 15th-round pick in 2015. 

 

“He is a big, strong, powerful kid, a five-skill player,” said Schaeffer. “He’s a work in progress, but he’s an extremely good 

player. The power is there, it has come out in previous years and it’s due to come out any day now. He is exactly what 

you would want in a baseball player. He throws, plays good defense. He’s hitting close to .300. He has big-time pop.” 

 

As of Saturday, Hilliard was hitting .284 with six home runs, 24 RBIs and 18 stolen bases in 66 games. Last year with 

Class-A Lancaster, he hit .300 with 21 homers, 92 RBIs and 37 steals in 536 at-bats. 
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“I consider myself someone who could potentially hit 25 to 30 (home runs) in a season,” said Hilliard. “I feel like I have that 

ability.” 

 

Last week, Hilliard, 24, was one of six Yard Goats named to the Eastern League’s All-Star team. He was also an All-Star 

in 2016 for Low-A Asheville and High-A Lancaster in 2017. 

 

“I think it would be a little short-sided to categorize Sam simply as a power hitter because he has five tools and he’s 

shown us that he does,” said Zach Wilson, the Rockies’ director of player development. “He does everything above-

average and when you can do that with size and strength that just increases his value so much, eventually, to the big-

league club. When you can run the bases well, steal bases and play superb defense, throw guys out and hit for power, 

there’s a lot of room for you on a major-league roster.” 

 

Sam Hilliard entered Monday’s game for Double-A Hartford with a career .288 batting average in the minors, with 51 

home runs and 98 stolen bases in 388 games. (Photo by Joe Camporeale/USA TODAY Sports) 

Hilliard is the son of former University of Texas linebacker Jim Hilliard, and 1984’s Miss Texas, Tamara Hext Hilliard, the 

fourth runner-up in that year’s Miss America pageant. 

 

But his parents represent much more than that to him. 

 

“I suppose I get my athletic ability from my father. He was a stud football player in high school and college,” said Hilliard. 

“My parents have accomplished many things and it has kind of motivated me to have success in my own life. My parents 

taught me the value of working hard and earning what you get. It’s really helped me in my baseball journey.” 

 

His mother just stepped back from the successful business she had created, Tay’s Gourmet, which specialized in the 

production of organic granola. 

 

“I am trying to stay healthy,” said Hilliard. “She would be upset if she knew I was eating donuts.” 

 

And there is a daunting reason for Tamara’s decision. Her husband, a respected orthopedist, had to retire this spring after 

being diagnosed with ALS. The illness has mobilized the family, given it a new purpose. 
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“For my 55th birthday I have a very special wish,” Tamara said on her website. “A wish for a cure. You never know how 

desperate you can be until you are told you have a disease that has no cure. … It slowly kills the body’s motor neurons, 

paralyzing every muscle in the body until patients lose their ability to walk, talk, eat and eventually breathe. Today, there is 

no cure. Life expectancy is 2-5 years. My mission, other than standing by my husband’s side as we fight this together, is 

to help researchers find a cure. “ 

 

The Hilliards were in Hartford for the second time this season last week to visit their son. 

 

“Sam is a great kid who always loved ball,” said Tamara. “In fact, his first word was ball. I’m sure that’s pretty common, 

but it certainly was before mom. He’s always loved baseball.” 

 

Hilliard’s parents never urged their three sons to play football, particularly because Jim’s experiences made it clear 

potential danger lurked. 

 

“My dad was pretty banged up from (football) and he knew a lot of that would be harmful to my body,” said Hilliard. “He 

didn’t tell me not to play, but always let me know the dangers of playing football. And I trusted him.” 

 

So he turned to pitching in high school, and after two years in separate junior colleges in Texas and Missouri — and being 

selected in the 31st round of the 2014 draft by Minnesota — he went to Wichita State. 

 

“He has had a different path,” said Tamara. 

 

After his junior year in 2015, during which his ERA was 6.15 but his batting average .335, the Rockies selected him. 

Hilliard immediately signed and reported to Grand Junction, the Rockies’ rookie league team. 

 

The Rockies have shifted Hilliard all over the outfield this season, although he considers his natural position to be center 

field. 
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“The Rockies preach that you essentially are a center fielder no matter what (outfield) position you play,” said Hilliard. 

“You have to catch everything hit your way. And we naturally pride ourselves in being versatile. It only adds value to 

yourself as a player.” 

 

Not only does Hilliard have promise, but he has a great sense of humor, apparent when you see him dancing in the 

dugout to Bruno Mars music during BP. 

 

“He’s got good genes, man. What can I say about that?,” said Schaeffer. “That’s just the way it is. He’s funny … sneaky 

funny. I root for him every day. He’s a great kid and a super player. He has no ceiling.” 
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Freeland brilliant, offense clutch as Rockies storm back to beat Giants 
 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | July 2, 2018  
 
 
 
DENVER – On the recent California road trip, the Colorado Rockies managed to turn each of the six games into close 

ones though a few went down as bitter losses. 

 

It seemed like every key play that came down to a matter of inches went against them. But, in a rematch between ace 

Madison Bumgarner and ace-hopeful Kyle Freeland, the Rockies finall got the breaks on the big plays, storming back late 

for their second comeback win of the year and of the last week. 

 

The Giants picked up a run in the first inning on the very first pitch of the game, Gorkys Hernandez ambushing a fastball 

to drive it over the wall in right-center field to put San Francisco on top 1-0. 

 

A frustrating few innings with runners aboard began for the Rockies in the bottom of the first when Nolan Arenado and 

Trevor Story each walked with two outs and Ian Desmond reached on a fielder’s choice after replay overturned a pretty 

obviously missed call at second base. 

 

But Chris Iannetta flew out to left field to leave ’em loaded. 

 

San Francisco added a run in the second on a Brandon Belt single and a two-out double off the bat of Buster Posey who 

was able to outlast Freeland in a good battle to earn his line drive and RBI. 

 

Freeland settled into a nice rhythm after that. He did not allow another baserunner for the rest of the game. 

 

The Colorado offense got frustrated by Bumgarner again in the third, loading the bases for the second time in three 

innings and coming away with zero runs. DJ LeMahieu and Arenado each singled and Desmond walked. Iannetta lined 

out to left field again but this play required a sliding catch from Austin Slater in left. 

 

But the Rockies offense finally broke through against the Giants ace in the seventh. Pat Valaika, pinch-hitting for 

Freeland, narrowly missed going yard before settling for an opposite-field single. LeMahieu followed that with a single of 
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his own to right, employing his typical inside-out swing. Charlie Blackmon was then able to find his way into the good 

fortune that seemed to go the Giants way when the team’s play in San Francisco last week, getting a swinging bunt, 

infield hit to load the bases. 

 

That was it for Bumgarner as the Giants went to the bullpen, bringing in Reyes Moronta to face Arenado with the bases 

loaded an no outs. Moronta looked intimidated by the Rockies slugger, only throwing one pitch near the strike zone, 

walking him on five to bring in Colorado’s first run. 

 

That was huge because it put Trevor Story in a position where even if he hit into a double play, he could tie the game. 

While not ideal, that ended up being what he had to settle for when his groundball just got by the mound. He didn’t get the 

RBI, and had the ball been a few inches to his left, the pitcher would have had an easy force out at home, but as it 

unfolded, Story got the job done to tie the game. 

 

Then, in a brief sequence of events that surprised everyone involved and everyone watching, Desmond hit an easy 

grounder to the best fielding shortstop of this decade, Brandon Crawford, only to watch the multiple-time-Gold-Glover 

airmail an easy throw to first, allowing Blackmon to score the go-ahead run. 

 

The Rockies were able to add some insurance runs in the eighth. It helps to bat against someone not named Bumgarner. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez singled through the shift and moved to third on a Noel Cuevas single to right. Tom Murphy then put 

together one of his better looking at-bats of the season, falling behind 1-2 but fouling off a few pitches and working the 

count full before lining a double to left, scoring Gonzalez and moving Cuevas to third. 

 

Blackmon came through with a productive out, scoring Cuevas on a sac fly to center to make it 5-2, Rockies. 

 

Scott Oberg worked the eighth with Adam Ottavino unavailable and gave up a lead-off single to Alen Hansen but erased 

him on a double play and got Belt to ground out to face the minimum. 

 

Wade Davis pitched the ninth and surrendered a one-out double but otherwise worked a clean frame to earn the save and 

the win. 
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The Rockies improved to 42-43 and are now five games back of the lead in the NL West. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

Antonio Senzatela makes his return to the Rockies (pitching in the spot vacated by Jon Gray’s demotion to Triple-A) and 

will face Chris Stratton in the second game of the series. 
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Seventh-inning rally leads Rockies to 5-2 victory over the Giants 
 
Aniello Piro | MileHighSports.com | July 2, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the San Francisco Giants Monday night, 5-2. 

 

The game started on a sour note for the Rockies and starting pitcher Kyle Freeland as he surrendered a home run on the 

first pitch of the ballgame to Gorkys Hernandez to give San Francisco an early lead. 

 

The Giants scored again in the third inning when former National League MVP Buster Posey drove home a run with an 

RBI double to center field to make the score 2-0. Outside of the two runs, Freeland was sharp on the mound throughout 

his outing as he would depart with a line of seven innings pitched allowing, two runs on three hits while walking a batter 

and striking out three. 

 

The Rockies bats were silent throughout a majority of the game; however, were able to break through for a three-run 

seventh inning to give Colorado a lead they would successfully defend. 

 

Pat Valiakia started the inning with a pinch-hit single in place of Freeland. DJ LeMahiue then hit a single with Charlie 

Blackmon following by reaching base on an infield single to load the bases for Nolan Arenado who worked a five-pitch 

walk to force home a run, making the score 2-1. 

 

From there, Trevor Story hit into a double-play which scored another run to tie the game a two runs apiece. Ian Desmond 

then proceded to hit a routine groundball to Giants’ shortstop Brandon Crawford who committed an error on the throw to 

first base which escaped Brandon Belt to allow another Rockies’ run to score, giving Colorado a 3-2 lead. 

 

The Rockies added a pair of runs in the bottom of the eighth inning, the first coming off the bat of catcher Tom Murphy 

who ripped a double to left-center field to score a run. Blackmon then brought home another run via a sacrifice fly to 

extend Colorado’s lead to 5-2. 

 

Wade Davis locked things down in the ninth inning to secure the victory and his 24th save of the season. 

The Rockies and Giants will continue their series tomorrow night at Coors Field with first pitch set for 6:10 MST. 
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Rockies Need to Stir Up Some Home Cooking 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 2, 2018 
 

Team W L Pct 

Giants 26 14 0.65 

Phillies 28 16 0.636 

Cubs 24 14 0.632 

Brewers 24 17 0.585 

Braves 23 17 0.575 

D-Backs 23 19 0.548 

Cardinals 23 22 0.511 

Dodgers 23 23 0.5 

Pirates 21 21 0.5 

Nationals 19 20 0.487 

Reds 19 25 0.432 

Padres 19 25 0.432 

Rockies 15 22 0.405 

Marlins 17 25 0.405 

Mets 14 26 0.35 

 

The Rockies woke up Monday morning in fourth place in the NL West, 3 1/2 games back of the Giants and Dodgers, who 

are tied for second, and six games behind the division-leading Diamondbacks. 

And they are fortunate to be in that good of shape. 

 

Yes, they are 41-43, which is nothing to brag about. 
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Consider, however, that they are tied with the Marlins for the second lowest home-field winning percentage in the National 

League.  

 

When what has always been a strength of the Rockies has been a flaw over the first half of this season, the picture pf 

their 2018 struggles becomes clearer. 

 

The Rockies are 15-22 at Coors Field, a ballpark in which they have had a losing record in only six of their previous 23 

years. And their current .405 winning percentage is 27 points worse than the lowest Coors Field winning percentage in 

Coors Field history. That 2012 team, which had the .432 winning percentage, finished a franchise-record 30 games out of 

first place. 

 

ROCKIES YEAR BY YEAR AT COORS FIELD 

Season W L Pct Finish 

1996 55 26 0.679 3rd 8 GB 

2010 52 29 0.642 3rd 9 GB 

2009 51 30 0.63 WC 

2007 51 31 0.622 WC 

1995 44 28 0.611 WC 

2003 49 32 0.605 4th 26.5 GB 

2000 48 33 0.593 4th 15 GB 

1997 47 34 0.58 3rd 7 GB 

2002 47 34 0.58 4th 25 GB 

2017 46 35 0.568 WC 

2014 45 36 0.556 4th 28 GB 

2013 45 36 0.556 5th 18 GB 

2006 44 37 0.543 4th 12 GB 
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Season W L Pct Finish 

2008 43 38 0.531 3rd 10 GB 

1998 42 39 0.519 4th 21 GB 

2016 42 39 0.519 3rd 16 GB 

2001 41 40 0.506 5th 19 GB 

2005 40 41 0.494 5th 15 GB 

1999 39 42 0.481 5th 28 GB 

2004 38 43 0.469 4th 25 GB 

2011 38 43 0.469 4th 21 GB 

2015 36 45 0.444 5th 24 GB 

2012 35 46 0.432 5th 30 GB 

2018 15 22 0.405 TBD 

 

Historically, in fact, the Rockies have the biggest home-field advantage since they moved into Coors Field in 1995 of any 

team in the National League. 

 

Team Home Road Difference 

Rockies 0.546 0.399 147 points 

Pirates 0.506 0.302 104 points 

Giants 0.566 0.474 92 points 

Cardinals 0.588 0.497 91 points 

Marlins 0.518 0.427 91 points. 

Nationals 0.524 0.438 86 points 

Padres 0.519 0.439 80 points 
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Team Home Road Difference 

Brewers 0.511 0.438 73 points 

Braves 0.587 0.518 69 points 

Dodgers 0.573 0.505 68 points 

Cubs 0.526 0.459 67 points 

D-Backs 0.527 0.461 66 points 

Phillies 0.526 0.467 59 points 

Mets 0.528 0.471 57 points 

Reds 0.509 0.458 51 points 

Opp W L 

NYM 3 1 

Cin 2 1 

SF 2 1 

SD 2 1 

LAA 1 1 

Atl 1 2 

ChC 1 2 

SD 1 2 

Mia 1 2 

Mil 1 3 

LAD 0 3 

Ari 0 3 
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The Giants, however, are in town for three games. It's their second visit to Coors Field this year, and the Rockies took two 

of three from San Francisco when it stopped by Coors Field May 28-30.  

 

The Rockies are 5-5 against the Giants this season, having won three of seven games at AT&T Park, splitting a four-

game series May 17-20, and losing two of three last week, when they pulled out the 9-8 victory last Thursday on D.J. 

LeMahieu's two-run home run in the top of the ninth. 

 

And they would seem to have the edge, at least in the opening game, of the series this week. 

 

Kyle Freeland will start on Monday night for the Rockies against Madison Bumgarner of the Giants. Yes, Bumgarner is 

one of the game's premiere pitchers, and he has been tough on the Rockies, but he has had problems at Coors Field. 

Freeland, a native of Denver, doesn't seem the least bit bothered by Coors Field. Right now, he has the lowest career 

ERA of any pitcher at Coors Field. 

Bumgarner Home Coors  Career at Coors Field ERA 

W-L 7-2 5-5  Kyle Freeland 3.49 

ERA 2.02 4  Ubaldo Jimenez 3.67 

Opp Avg 0.21 0.288  Jason Marquis 3.75 

HR/9 IP 0.48 0.92  Tyler Anderson 3.86 

Opp OPS 0.581 0.754  Jhoulys Chacin 4.22 

    Minimum 20 starts  

Giants Rockies 2018 

Wins 5 5 

Runs 50 52 

Hits 101 103 

Avg. 0.281 0.281 

OBP 0.339 0.332 
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Bumgarner Home Coors  Career at Coors Field ERA 

ERA 4.58 4.88 

 

And the Rockies and Giants have been evenly matched in their 10 games so far this season.  

They have split the victories, hit for the same average and have only minor differences between their runs scored, hits, 

on-base percentage and ERA. 
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The Rockies came back late to reward another Kyle Freeland gem. 
 
Hayden Kane | PurpleRow.com | Jul 2, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies dinked and dunked their way to a comeback win over the San Francisco Giants on Monday night. 

In doing so, they got one back for Kyle Freeland to reward him for a second straight start in which he went toe-to-toe with 

Madison Bumgarner. After taking a 3-2 lead in the seventh inning, the Rockies went on to win 5-2. 

 

BABIP’ed and Giants’ed to death 

Nobody in these circles is going to cry for Madison Bumgarner, but the rally that chased him didn’t exactly involve a lot of 

hard contact. Pat Valaika put a decent swing on his single, with DJ LeMahieu and Charlie Blackmon following with a jam-

job that dropped in right field and a softly hit infield single, respectively. 

 

With the bases loaded, the Rockies got their first two runs on a Nolan Arenado walk and a Trevor Story double play. The 

go-ahead run scored when Ian Desmond reached on a surprising Brandon Crawford throwing error. An ugly rally is still a 

rally, and any team that has lost to the Giants over the years would tell you as much. 

 

Kyle Freeland was great again 

Perhaps the lasting image of this game was Freeland on the top step of the dugout alternating between running his 

fingers through his glorious mane and cheering on the go-ahead rally. He no doubt knew how well he had pitched again to 

set his team up with a chance to win—another quality start with two runs allowed over seven innings of work. It was nice 

to see the Rockies scrap to get this win for him. 

 

Scott Oberg, setup man 

Sure. 

 

Looking ahead 

The Rockies continue their series against the Giants on Tuesday with Antonio Senzatela on the mound opposite Chris 

Stratton for the Giants. 
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Nolan Arenado speaks for the Rockies, and the front office is listening 
What to make of the press-mediated back-and-forth between Nolan Arenado and the front office 
 
Renee Dechert | PurpleRow.com | Jul 2, 2018 
 

It’s not often a team’s star player airs his frustrations with a reporter and says he’s “tired of losing” and that he “just gets 

pissed” about the state of things. But that’s what happened last week in an interview Nolan Arenado gave to The Athletic’s 

Nick Groke. (It was published on Thursday after the Rockies’ 9-8 win over the Giants.) Arenado expressed his 

dissatisfaction, as well as those of his teammates, with the 2018 season thus far. (I wrote about that interview here.) Since 

then, there has been robust speculation about what this interview means in terms of Arenado’s future with the Rockies. 

 

The speculation has largely been on the part of Rockies fans who tend to see this as either “He’s gone” or “We need to 

spend the money to win, or Arenado is leaving.” (Just check the comments for my article or Purple Row’s Twitter feed or 

Facebook comments for examples.) A USA Today article published Monday morning will ratchet up that speculation with 

Arenado saying that after what he’s been through, playing in Los Angeles or San Francisco is starting to look pretty good. 

 

My position at the time was that the focus of the interview was not about Arenado’s future plans, and my thinking hasn’t 

changed — if anything, I’ve grown more confident. I was intrigued in the Groke interview by his statement to Rockies 

management: 

 

“They’re in an awkward position,” Arenado said of Colorado’s front office. “They’re probably wondering. They probably 

don’t know how to approach it right now. Only we know how to approach it and that’s winning ballgames. Hopefully we 

can put the pressure on them to go get guys. The more we win, the more they’re going to have to make a move.” 

 

This is, I would argue, Arenado acting as the team’s spokesman in addressing management as the Rockies enter a 

crucial stretch that will determine their 2018 fate. Later articles published by Groke and MLB.com’s Thomas Harding have 

continued that discussion, all of this with Rockies fandom following along. 

 

I do not see this as part of Arenado’s contract negotiations. First, he said before the season began that he only wanted to 

play baseball, not to be distracted by his contract. Second, he has said, both in the Groke interview and in other places, 

that he loves playing in Colorado. I take him at his word on both statements, without assuming that means he will 

necessarily stay in Colorado. This interview is about the team’s immediate future, not Arenado’s career with the Rockies. 
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Because of Arenado’s upcoming contract and his value as a baseball player, he is uniquely positioned to draw attention 

when he addresses these issues. That’s what happened on Thursday. In the interview, he acknowledges that the Rockies 

have underperformed, that they are frustrated with their play, and that they know they must do better. But he is also telling 

management that he understands they cannot invest additional money in this team right now because it is unclear if they 

will be contenders. Moreover, Arenado says that he expects the front office to spend the money should the team make a 

playoff run. 

 

The interview was largely misunderstood as Arenado speaking for himself, not as a spokesman for the team. So Friday, in 

the pregame interview aired on AT&T SportsNet RM, when Arenado was asked about it, he made clear that he was 

expressing views that went beyond himself: “I think everyone feels the same way I feel. If you ask Ian, DJ, Charlie, I think 

these guys they would agree with what I said.” 

 

On Saturday, Harding published his take on an interview with General Manager Jeff Bridich that’s worth reading. Here’s a 

key passage: 

 

“I personally did not take it, at the time, that he was speaking to me or Dick Monfort [Rockies owner and CEO],” Bridich 

said. “That’s really hasn’t been part of our relationship, where conversations have been going on through the media. 

 

”I think a lot of what he said is true. I think everybody is frustrated, and I’m not sure anybody in this industry that I have 

met enjoys losing. I think there was some truisms there, but pretty general to any competitive situation, especially in a 

season when there are [high] expectations ... building off things that went on last year.” 

 

Bridich’s comment that he generally doesn’t talk to the team through the media rings a bit hollow here given that, one, 

Arenado gave the interview and in it specifically addressed the front office, and, two, Bridich has himself replied to the 

team in an interview. There’s more than one audience here. For whatever reason, this conversation has been pushed into 

a public space. 

 

Harding also reiterates the money Bridich invested in the bullpen during the offseason and then adds this: 
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He believes getting through tough times like this, along with the improving health of the bullpen, can be key as the 

Rockies try to return to the postseason. He has to see all that develop before making a decision about the trade deadline. 

 

”We are in a focus-on-playing-better-baseball-today mode,” Bridich said. “This team has not played as well as we had 

hoped. Nobody is going to feel sorry for us and nobody is going to come to our rescue. 

 

”It’s on us to fix it. There is no magic pill or there’s no magic lifeline.” 

 

Here’s a Saturday article in which Groke describes the same interview: 

 

On Friday, in response to Arenado’s frustration, the general manager volleyed back at the clubhouse. 

 

“I still very much believe this team can go on a run,” he said. “There have been other teams this year who’ve done that, in 

our division even. Arizona had a tough May and they rebounded and put their big-boy pants on and they righted the ship 

and they’re in first place now. This team can do the same. It will be on the individuals in the locker room to do that.” 

 

Here’s my interpretation: The team has said, “We realize we need to play better, but if we do and become contenders, we 

expect you to provide us with the personnel to make a run.” To this, Bridich basically replied, “I paid a lot of money and 

gave you a bullpen. You have all that you’re getting right now, unless you start winning. Arizona did it, and you can, too. 

But until then, don’t complain.” After all, “put on their big-boy pants” means, essentially, stop whining. 

 

Why is this happening in the media? I don’t know. But I do know that things have changed since the Arenado interview. 

The Rockies won two of three games against the Dodgers with Tyler Anderson and German Marquez having season-best 

outings. That said, the bullpen’s struggles and some fielding problems in the third game against the Dodgers suggests 

that the Rockies have not yet righted the ship, and the Rockies’ frustratingly inconsistent play continues. At the same time, 

management made a move by sending Jon Gray to Triple-A and calling up Raimel Tapia. Perhaps this is Bridich saying, 

“We’re not spending any new money, but we are willing to try some new things within the organization.” 
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And then on Sunday, Harding published this piece, “Rox GM won’t rule out acquiring veteran arm.” Here are the relevant 

parts: “Before the Rockies even address what Bridich calls an “artificial deadline” of July 31, he noted that the team has to 

play well enough to be playoff-relevant.” 

 

And this, again from Bridich: 

 

”We have a lot of the same players here this year as we did last year, mostly the same team, but it’s a different year. 

We’ve played differently as a group, we have different strengths and weaknesses to this point than we did last year, which 

means that our evaluations of the team -- as we look at the team, as it relates to an artificial deadline like the trade 

deadline -- it might be different than how we looked at things last year. 

 

”I still think it’s a little early to make that full judgement, but it’s getting late quick. I don’t know how to answer that quite yet, 

specifically regarding the rotation. But I suspect that as an organization, we will have a better idea in the next 2-3 weeks.” 

 

This strikes me as Bridich backtracking a bit from his Friday statement — “Work with what you’ve got unless you show 

you’ve earned more” — to laying out a possible change should the Rockies become contenders. But the moves with Gray 

and Tapia along with the unorthodox decision to carry three catchers suggests that the Rockies are preparing to make 

decisions based on whether the team emerges as a buyer or a seller as the trade deadline approaches, and either way, 

those changes will be notable. 

 

That the players felt this was the best way to get their message to the front office seems like one reason why this 

conversation is happening in front of all of us. This is also the space in which the players have the most power, especially 

Arenado on the eve of his contract negotiation. But to read this as Arenado’s trying to get a better deal for himself is 

misguided. He is very much focused on this team and this season. What happens next is up to the players and the 

unpredictable and competitive playoff race. But all of this discussion suggests that the Rockies’ near future is uncertain as 

its 41-43 record. 
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Colorado Rockies morning after: Pat Valaika in a “better place” at the plate 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | July 3, 2018 
 

Pat Valaika started Monday evening by catching the ceremonial first pitch from a sausage mascot. He ended his evening 

by scoring a run after a pinch-hit single that sparked a Colorado Rockies rally that led to a 5-2 win over the San Francisco 

Giants at Coors Field. 

 

Valaika’s 1-for-1 night raised his season average to .138, proof that it’s been a rough season for a player the Rockies 

relied so heavily upon in 2017. Last season, He drove in 16 runs for the Rockies in a pinch-hit role, going 19-for-58 (.322) 

with four homers and eight doubles off the bench during the 2017 regular season. 

 

This year, however, has been a different story. Valaika has already been sent to Triple-A Albuquerque twice to work on 

regaining the mojo he had in 2017. Recalled on June 23, the 25-year-old utility man has gone 2-for-5 at the plate since 

then … but those two hits have been big. The first? A solo shot in Colorado’s 3-1 win in Los Angeles over the Dodgers on 

June 29. The second? Monday night’s seventh-inning pinch hit single that lit the fuse on the Colorado rally that turned a 2-

0 deficit into a 3-2 advantage. 

 

“I feel a lot better. Just in a better place mechanically and mentally as well,” Valaika told Rox Pile and other media 

members inside the Rockies clubhouse on Monday night. 

 

Colorado manager Bud Black said Valaika’s pinch hit leading off the seventh was one of the keys to the Rockies’ series-

opening win. Valaika came in to pinch hit for Kyle Freeland, who tossed another gem after giving up a leadoff home run to 

Gorkys Hernandez. 

 

“Pat, going 0 and 2 against (Madison) Bumgarner and getting a base hit, that’s a big one,” Black said. “Pat has had a 

rough year statistically. It’s been a tough one but he’s hung in there. He hit a big home run in L.A. to get us on the board 

against (Rich) Hill. He had a big hit, 0-2 against Bumgarner. These are the things we need. It’s going to take all 25 guys.” 

 



    

38 
 

Valaika knows that as well. He knows he will have to continue to contribute to give the Rockies a chance at a second 

consecutive Rocktober appearance. Part of that is having the confidence when he steps into the batter’s box and he 

credits the Rockies franchise for keeping their confidence in him as well. 

 

“They don’t really give up on guys. That’s the great thing about this organization,” Valaika said. “They realize how tough 

this game can be at times but they stick with it. They’ve been very positive from day one with me. It’s been a struggle but 

there were things I needed to work on that were probably better suited for Triple-A than trying to work on them here.” 

 

Colorado needs Valaika to regain that swagger at the plate. He was a weapon for the Rockies last season and, as 

Colorado chases three other teams in the National League West standings, they will need all the help they can get from 

every player, even those who are asked to catch the ceremonial first pitch of the night. 
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The Colorado Rockies shake up their rotation, possibly in multiple ways 
 
Jake Shapiro | RoxPile.com | July 2, 2018 
 

DENVER – The Colorado Rockies made it to July without changing their starting five. That’s quite the achievement and 

telling of an organization that’s starting to grasp an adept level of pitching development. 

 

That same organization knows development isn’t linear and they proved it by sending down their future and former ace 

Jon Gray to Triple-A earlier this week. In doing so, the club has an opening on Tuesday and may have another one later 

in the week. 

 

That’s right, the number of starters which has just been five up to this point could even balloon to seven by Friday night. 

 

First, Gray’s spot. For that, Antonio Senzatella will jump from Triple-A into the rotation. 

 

The 23-year-old right-hander will get recalled tomorrow and make his first Major League start of the year. He’s already 

been on the roster this season made 10 relief appearances between Opening Day and May 2, allowing 23 hits and 13 

runs (12 earned) in 17.1 innings of work. 

 

He worked around a groin injury in Triple-A which even cost him some DL time but went 3-1 with a 2.15 ERA (37.2 IP, 9 

ER) in eight starts allowed. Last season he was 3-0 vs. San Francisco in five games, three starts, posting a 4.24 ERA. 

Over his career he is 9-3 with an ERA of 5.28. 

 

Bud Black mentioned that the development of his secondary stuff was one of his main focuses in Albuquerque. Senzatela 

was massively important last season and the Rockies have repeatedly said that the best version of their club features 

“Senza” in some form or fashion no matter the role. 

 

Senzatela most recently threw 90 pitches in 7.2 innings of work on Thursday where he didn’t allow a run, and surrendered 

just three hits and a walk against the Giants’ Triple-A affiliate. 
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While the Tuesday starter against the Giants is known, the first pitcher of the series in Seattle over the weekend is a 

question mark. Chad Bettis left yesterday’s start against the Dodgers early with a “hot spot.” You can read more about 

that injury here. 

 

Though Bettis said that he feels as though the injury is progressing the last thing he wanted to do was hurt the team and 

force the bullpen to go six innings again. 

 

That leaves newcomer Yency Almonte as a potential spot starter. Almonte said that he is still stretched out to start and is 

willing to help the team in any way. 

Almonte was starting in the minors before joining the Colorado bullpen a few weeks ago so that might be the option that 

the Rockies go with. 
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MLB | Colorado Rockies | Colorado Rockies trade rumors: where should Ian Desmond go? 
Colorado Rockies trade rumors: where should Ian Desmond go? 
 
Christopher Svancara | ISportsWeb.com | July 2, 2018  
 

The Colorado Rockies have been in a downward spiral since June.  Manager Bud Black and company have been unable 

to sustain winning streaks and find themselves tumbling to the NL West basement.  Collectively, the Rockies have not 

been able to compete for a full nine innings during the last two weeks.  Every position from the pitchers to the outfielders 

have had their share of struggles.  One player who has under performed is first baseman Ian Desmond.  Desmond was a 

questionable acquisition in 2016 as he signed a five-year, $70 million contract with Colorado.  General Manager Jeff 

Bridich was looking to fill a void at first base after the departure of Justin Morneau in 2015. 

 

Ian Desmond’s career as a Colorado Rockie did not get off to a good start.  During spring training in 2017, Desmond 

suffered a metacarpal fracture in his left hand which required surgery.  The injury came after he was hit by a pitch.  

Following the injury, Desmond did not make his Rockies debut until April 30.  Furthermore, he did not start at first base 

due to the strong play of Mark Reynolds.  Bridich was heavily scrutinized for not only his decision to hold on to Desmond 

while he recovered, but also his decision to sign him to an extensive contract in the first place.  With Reynolds flashing 

leather on defense and coming through in clutch at-bats, fans wondered if there was a place for Desmond in the lineup or 

if he would simply ride the pine upon his return. 

 

Following the conclusion of the 2017 season, Mark Reynolds became a free agent and the Washington Nationals signed 

him to a minor-league contract in April.  With Reynolds’ departure, Desmond became the Rockies’ first baseman.  He did 

not make a good impression at the outset of 2018.  Desmond finished the month of April with an unsightly .154 batting 

average and 26 strikeouts in 91 at-bats.  For Desmond to be a contributor, he needs to improve on getting the ball in play 

and avoid striking out at such a high clip.  His speed is a valuable asset and it needs to be on display more frequently.  

Combined with his power, playing at Coors Field, and being a smart base-runner, having a home batting average of .184 

is not only unheard of; it’s unacceptable.  Even though his overall average is on the rise, the question becomes how long 

is Bridich willing to let Desmond figure things out before he relieves him of his duties? 

 

If the Rockies do indeed trade Desmond at the deadline, there will be some top players who should provide an upgrade 

not only at first base, but other positions as well.  One player who the Rockies may acquire in a trade is Cole Hamels.  

The former World Series MVP’s best days are behind him, but he still provides a veteran presence that would serve 
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Colorado’s young rotation well.  He’s owed up to $20 million in 2019 and the Texas Rangers do not intend to pick up the 

option.  Therefore, Bridich would have the chance to bring Hamels and his strong postseason pedigree to Denver.  Having 

a player with seven seasons worth of playoff experience would surely come into play as the Rockies look to make the 

postseason for the second consecutive season.  Pitching has always been a conundrum for the Rockies, but with the 

potential acquisition of Hamels, he could be their ace in the hole. 

 

As much as Desmond’s future with the Rockies is up in the air, second baseman DJ LeMahieu’s may be even more 

convoluted.  LeMahieu is slated to become a free agent in 2019 and could be in a new uniform next season.  If the 

Rockies decide to dump Desmond, signing a versatile second baseman such as Cincinnati’s Scooter Gennett or Miami’s 

Starlin Castro could be in the cards.  Signing either Gennett or Castro would help minimize the loss of LeMahieu if 2018 is 

indeed his final season in purple pinstripes.  The Rockies need to do all they can in order to try and retain LeMahieu for 

2019 and beyond.  One way that may be possible is eliminating Desmond’s $70 million salary.  He is slated to earn $22 

million in 2018 and $15 million in 2019-2020.  If Bridich is still committed to turning the tides in the Rocky Mountains, his 

first move in attempting to transform the culture of the Rockies is trading Desmond. 

 

Ian Desmond signing with Colorado in 2016 can be equated to the signing of Bryan Shaw in December.  Both acquisitions 

seemed like good ideas at the time, but after a second look, they were both dumpster fire deals.  Desmond has the skills 

to be an effective player, but he is past his prime and clearly needs a change of scenery.  At 32, he still has baseball left in 

him, but it should not be on display as a member of the Colorado Rockies.  Because there are many top-tier players who 

will be available at the deadline, the Rockies should seize the opportunity and move on from Desmond.  There is still a lot 

of baseball left to be played and the Rockies are poised to make a run.  With Ian Desmond out of the picture, the Rockies 

would be able to begin their ascent to the top of the NL West. 
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Unfortunately, Nolan Arenado will be on the Rockies for at least the next three days. 
The Giant-killing third baseman’s recent comments about his pending free agency might help out future Giants pitching 
coaches, but does nothing to help Curt Young today. 
 
Bryan Murphy | SBNation.com | Jul 2, 2018 
 

I’ve tried to warn you in both of my series previews (here and here) that despite their struggles this season, the 4th-place 

Colorado Rockies are totally fine and simply rope-a-doping the Giants into a sweep. In between my warnings, Kenny 

chimed in with his own: 

 

Theoretically, it shouldn’t be that difficult to win the series. The Rockies are one of the worst offensive teams by park-

adjusted metrics. They’re last in wRC+ and second to last in OPS+. By wRC+, the 2018 Rockies have their worst offense 

in team history. In a vacuum, they can’t hit. But the Giants will still have to pitch to them at Coors. They’re hitting 

.263/.337/.446 at home compared to .215/.290/.364 on the road. The park still makes them look like a competent team, 

but those aren’t Coors numbers. 

 

Of course, now that I’ve pointed out how bad their offense has been, they’re going to score 30+ runs in the series. They 

will be hitting against the Giants’ rotation after all. 

 

They wound up scoring 21 runs in that 3-game series and winning 2 of 3, as he predicted. I predicted the Rockies would 

win both of the series played at AT&T Park, based solely on how miserable the Rockies make us feel all the time. 

 

I was wrong, of course. What I failed to take into consideration is how much the Rockies hate the Giants. Not just for all 

the success, but because of AT&T Park. It’s their nega Coors, and they resent having to play there. The Rockies’ record 

at AT&T Park more or less makes this clear. The Giants’ record at Coors Field does the same. 

 

A good and healthy thing to do is look at the 2017 Giants schedule and realize that as bad as they were, they still 

managed to win 7 games against a playoff-bound Rockies team. Those 12 losses, though, included a 7-game losing 

streak at Coors Field. They won 1 game at Coors all of last season. The place is programmed for pain. 
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And yet, I’m looking at these stats and I’m beside myself. The Rockies are 27th in the entire sport with a home wRC+ of 

85. Since Kenny’s preview, the team’s home OBP has risen slightly and their slugging percentage nicely, so they could be 

rebounding, or they could’ve just had a nice run against the Mets. 

 

Simply put: the Rockies can be as bad as they want when they play everybody else. Against the Giants, we know better. 

This season, they’re 12-10 against the Giants and Padres and 4-11 against the Diamondbacks and Dodgers, which fits in 

neatly with the narrative that the Rockies are always game to throw a rock slide in the Giants’ path to glory. 

 

Nolan Arenado might be getting tired of team’s We Only Beat the Giants policy, however, as just yesterday, USA Today’s 

Bob Nightengale got him on the record saying: 

 

“I want to win a division so we actually play a series. I see the Dodgers, and the guys over there, and they’ve won this 

division the last five years. I know some of the Giants’ players. They’ve got their World Series rings. 

 

“I’m jealous.’’ 

 

That’s amazing. Not just for his candor, but because praising division rivals in the middle of the season signals (even 

accidentally) some clubhouse turbulence. Which can only mean that he’s playing the press to mess with the Giants. 

 

Don’t get cocky, Giants. Nolan Arenado is not your friend. The Rockies want to steal your souls. 

 

Hitters to watch: I’m picking three this time because Nolan Arenado is always a given, but especially because of that 

Nightengale report I think he’ll be out to prove that he’s committed to winning in Colorado, too. 

 

In my last preview, I forgot about D.J. LeMahieu for no good reason and so I’m rectifying that here. He has 115 hits in 97 

games against the Giants, second only to his 119 in 104 games against the Padres. He has 7 hits in 43 plate 

appearances against Madison Bumgarner, 3 in 7 PAs versus Chris Stratton, and even though he’s never faced Andrew 

Suarez, he has a lifetime .804 OPS in 944 plate appearances against left-handed pitchers. 
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And then I would be negligent as a Giants blogger if I didn’t mention that Ian Desmond’s 2018 season has seemingly 

been Frankstein’d to life entirely on the arms of Giants pitching. 

 

Pitcher to watch: Antonio Senzatela was a huge surprise for the Rockies last season. He won all three of his starts against 

them last season, but by season’s end, he found himself in the bullpen, a situation that stretched into 2018. He’s slated to 

make his first start of the year tomorrow. He’ll be trying to prove last year wasn’t a fluke while the Giants will be trying to 

prove it was. 

 

Prediction: Madison Bumgarner has allowed 8 home runs in 78.2 career innings at Coors Field along with a 4.00 ERA and 

a 1.40 WHIP. These traditional counting stats don’t tell us how he’s doing at this point in his recovery from the broken 

finger, and the fact that he’s coming off two of the best regular season starts in his career can’t help us escape the fact 

that this is the Rockies and they always mess things up, but his start tonight feels like the Giants’ best chance in the 

series. 

 

The Rockies’ numbers against Chris Stratton and the conditions at Coors don’t seem to favor him, particularly with the 

way he’s pitched of late; and, who knows about Suarez. The conditions will very likely affect his stuff, which means 

Wednesday could be a slug fest... which the Giants have the talent to hang in. So... I’ll predict 1 out of 3, because it’s 

Coors, but I suggest we all keep an eye on that fifth straight series win. It’s not impossible. 

 

P.S. The Giants play all 3 major holidays at Coors Field this year (Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day) which, given the 

rivalry, feels political. 

 


