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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1997-With the Reds out of the pennant race, Deion Sanders returns to football to play for the Dallas Cowboys. The Reds will finish 

the season 76-86, for third in the National League Central, while the Dallas Cowboys will finish 6-10, for fourth in the NFC East 

MLB.COM 
 

Reed scuffles with Pirates in third start of 2018 

Starter allowed six runs over five innings; Gennett posts fourth career multi-homer game 

By Mason Wittner MLB.com 

12:39 AM EDT 

 

PITTSBURGH -- The Reds continued to focus on developing their young arms on Tuesday as they turned to 25-year-old left-hander 

Cody Reed to make his third start of the season against the Pirates at PNC Park. Reed entered having made 13 career starts since his 

debut in 2016, and the Reds had posted an 0-13 record in those games. 

 

The losing streak continued as Reed allowed six earned runs on nine hits over five innings in Cincinnati's 7-3 loss to Pittsburgh. 

 

"It's tough to pitch," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Hitters have made such progress. It's really tough to pitch, to get 

through lineups, and we haven't found the secret to get through lineups three times." 

 

The Reds acquired Reed from the Royals in July 2015 alongside left-handers Brandon Finnegan and John Lamb in a trade for 

Johnny Cueto. He made 10 starts in 2016, but started just one game for the Major League club last season. The southpaw has posted 

an 0-9 record and 8.09 ERA over 14 starts in his career. 

 

Reed allowed five runs (three earned) over three innings in a start against the Phillies on April 9 and proceeded to make his next 10 

appearances in a relief role. He was given another opportunity to start at the Major League level against the Brewers on Thursday 

and seemed to take a step forward, surrendering one earned run in a no-decision. 

 

Reed's struggles resurfaced early against the Pirates as Adam Frazier lined a one-out double to center field in the first inning and 

later scored on a Francisco Cervelli RBI single to put the Reds down, 1-0. 

 

He then appeared to settle in, retiring five batters in a row before allowing Starling Marte to reach on a soft-hit single in the third 

inning. He issued a four-pitch walk to Frazier, and the Pirates capitalized as Gregory Polanco lined a two-run double to right. Jose 

Osuna later drove him in on a sacrifice fly. 

 

Despite his line, Reed managed to attack the strike zone and induce weak contact from Pirates' hitters. Six of the nine hits allowed 

were ground balls that found their way through holes in the defense. 

 

"It's encouraging to me to see weak contact, even if it goes through," Reed said, "because I know that I'm jamming guys, I'm getting 

the ball in, working away, up and down. I felt fine. I was throwing strikes, [went] through five [innings] and battled. I made it 

through five and tried to keep my team in it as much as I could." 

 

One of the hardest-hit balls of the night came in the fourth inning, when Marte crushed a two-run homer to right-center field to 

make it 6-0. 

 

The Reds eventually broke through against Pirates right-hander Joe Musgrove in the seventh inning, scoring a pair of runs, but were 

unable to overcome early damage and climb back into the game. 

 

"I think the big blow of the game was Marte adding two," Riggleman said. "It was still in range there, and then Marte hits the home 

run. That really kind of flattened us out a little bit." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 



Stranding ducks on the pond: With one out in the seventh inning and Reds trailing, 6-0, Gennett hammered a solo home run to right 

field off Musgrove to put the Reds on the board. Musgrove then gave up back-to-back singles to Eugenio Suarez and Scott Schebler 

before being lifted for right-hander Richard Rodriguez. 

 

After Tucker Barnhart drew a seven-pitch walk to load the bases, Rodriguez hit Phillip Ervin to score Suarez and bring the tying run 

to the plate. Rodriguez retired the next two batters he faced to end the rally and keep it a four-run game. 

 

SOUND SMART 

Gennett launched solo home runs in the seventh and eighth innings, marking the fourth multi-homer game of his career. It's the first 

time he's had more than one multi-homer game in the same season, as he hit two home runs against the Braves on April 24. 

 

Gennett had one multi-homer game in 2017, when he hit four long balls against the Cardinals on June 6. His first multi-homer game 

came as a Brewer, hitting two home runs against the Rangers on Aug. 13, 2013. 

 

UP NEXT 

Right-hander Homer Bailey will start for the Reds on Wednesday as they close out a three-game series with the Pirates at PNC Park 

at 7:05 p.m. ET. Bailey will try to end a streak of six straight losses dating back to July 31. Right-hander Jameson Taillon will be on 

the mound for Pittsburgh. 

 

 

Barnhart honored to be Clemente Award finalist 

Reds announce another batch of September callups 

By Mason Wittner MLB.com 

Sep. 4th, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH -- Major League Baseball announced on Tuesday that Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart was one of 30 nominees for the 

2018 Roberto Clemente Award, the most prominent individual award for Major League players. 

 

The Roberto Clemente Award is presented annually to individuals who represent the game of baseball through exceptional 

character, involvement in the community, philanthropy and positive contributions both on and off the field. 

 

"It's truly an honor," Barnhart said. "It's an award that carries a lot of respect throughout Major League Baseball and, I think, 

throughout the community, throughout the whole city of Cincinnati and others. I think this award kind of affirms that the choices 

that I've made in my life have been pretty good. I enjoy giving back as much as I possibly can." 

 

Barnhart, a resident of Indianapolis, will be donating the $7,500 check he receives to The Humane Society of Indianapolis. He said 

his desire to give back stems from his love for animals. 

 

Barnhart has done work with Riley Hospital for Children at Indiana University Health in Indianapolis and the Cincinnati Children's 

Hospital Medical Center. He has worked to unite the two organizations, using his platform as a Reds player and Indianapolis 

resident to give back to both. 

 

"He's just a good pro," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "He's great with our fans, he exemplifies high character. I could 

go on and on. He's just a wonderful young man. A guy that our fans kind of rally around." 

 

Barnhart will be recognized as the Reds' Roberto Clemente Award nominee prior to Cincinnati's game against the Padres on 

Thursday. 

 

"I got a lot of good advice growing up in professional baseball," Barnhart said. "'Never become bigger than the game,' and things 

like that. So I try to give back as much as I can. To be awarded an honor like this, it's truly very humbling, for sure." 

 

The winner of the Roberto Clemente Award will be announced during the 2018 World Series. The winner will be selected by a blue 

ribbon panel that includes individuals connected to baseball, such as Commissioner Rob Manfred, Clemente's wife and current 

MLB Goodwill Ambassador Vera Clemente, and representatives from MLB-affiliated networks and MLB.com. 

 

More September callups 

The Reds continued to bolster their September roster on Tuesday by recalling right-hander Tyler Mahle from Triple-A Louisville 

and selecting the contracts of catcher Tim Federowicz and outfielder Gabriel Guerrero from Louisville. 

 

They also recalled right-hander Keury Mella from Triple-A Louisville for the purpose of placing him on the 60-day disabled list 

(left oblique strain). 

 



Federowicz's presence as a third catcher will allow for the Reds to be more flexible with their bench and how they use Barnhart and 

Curt Casali. When Guerrero plays, he will become the ninth Red to make his Major League debut this season. 

 

Mahle has made 22 appearances, all starts, for Cincinnati in 2018. He posted a 4.95 ERA and 1.56 WHIP while going 7-9. 

Riggleman said that the plan is for the right-hander to get work in the bullpen to tune him up to make multiple starts before the 

season ends. 

 

"He's always been a starter," Riggleman said. "We feel like he will continue to be a starter, so we'd like to get him at least a couple 

starts up here in September." 

 

 

Tuesday's top prospect performers 

By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 

12:36 AM EDT 

 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Tuesday. 

 

A light slate of games across the Minors on Tuesday night -- one day after all leagues save for Rookie-level Pioneer League 

wrapped up their regular-season schedules -- was highlighted by the start of postseason play in the Class A Advanced Florida State 

League, with Fort Myers and Palm Beach as well as Daytona and Clearwater squaring off in respective semifinals series. 

 

Meanwhile, in the Rookie-level Appalachian League, Princeton and Elizabethton kicked off a best-of-three championship series. 

 

Here's a recap of Tuesday's playoff action: 

 

Florida State League semifinals 

 

Fort Myers 3, Palm Beach 1: No. 30 overall prospect Alex Kirilloff (Twins' No. 2) put Fort Myers on the board with a solo shot in 

the first inning and was the lone Miracle player to collect multiple hits in the victory, finishing 2-for-4. The 20-year-old outfielder 

was among the top performers in the Minors during the regular season, hitting .348/.392/.578 with 71 extra-base hits (20 HR, 7 3B, 

44 2B) and 101 RBIs in 130 games between two levels. 2017 first-overall pick Royce Lewis (Twins' No. 1, No. 10 overall) hit a 

single, stole second base and scored a run in the third inning en route to a 1-for-4 performance out of the leadoff spot. 

 

Cardinals No. 7 prospect Elehuris Montero was 3-for-4 with a double for Palm Beach. In his first full season, the 20-year-old third 

baseman slashed .315/.371/.504 with 16 homers, 37 doubles and 82 RBIs in 127 games between Class A Peoria and Palm Beach. 

Montero and Dylan Carlson (No. 12), who went 2-for-4 with a double, accounted for all of the Cardinals' hits in the loss. 

 

Clearwater 7, Daytona 6: The Threshers scored six times across the first four frames before ultimately pushing across the game-

winning run in the bottom of the eighth on a solo homer, thwarting a late Daytona comeback. Clearwater starter Adonis Medina 

(Phillies' No. 3, No. 69 overall) pitched through some control problems but ultimately completed six innings in which he allowed 

three earned runs on six hits. The 21-year-old right-hander issued three walks, hit a batter and struck out four in the outing, throwing 

48 of 79 pitches for strikes. He also induced eight ground-ball outs. 

 

Daytona was powered by Reds No. 3 prospect Taylor Trammell, who connected on a two-run home run in the seventh inning that at 

the time cut the Threshers' lead to one. He finished 2-for-5 at the plate, as did Stuart Fairchild (No. 11). Tyler Stephenson (No. 6) 

also collected multiple hits, including an RBI single in the fifth inning. 

 

Appalachian League finals 

 

Elizabethton 7, Princeton 4: Chris Williams and Jean Carlos Arias both hit two-run home runs to help power the Twins past 

Princeton in the opener of the best-of-three title series. Seven different players recorded a hit and five finished with multiple hits for 

Elizabethton in the victory. Jacob Blank was sharp out of the bullpen, striking out five over two hitless innings to lock down his 

second professional save. Rays No. 4 prospect Wander Franco (No. 40 overall) was 1-for-4 for Princeton in the loss. 

 

Pioneer League (regular season) 

 

• Brewers No. 14 prospect Caden Lemons set a career high with seven strikeouts as he turned in his second straight five-inning start 

for Rookie-level Helena. The 19-year-old right-hander allowed one earned run on five hits and two walks and threw 54 of his 

season-high 88 pitches for strikes. Milwaukee's second-round pick in the 2017 Draft, Lemons was promoted to Helena in early 

August after he registered a 1.38 ERA over 13 innings in the Rookie Arizona League. 

 



• D-backs No. 6 prospect Alek Thomas capped a 3-for-5 performance with a walk-off single as Rookie-level Missoula edged 

Helena, 3-2. It was his second straight three-hit game and the third during his six-game hitting streak. Overall, Thomas has slashed 

.329/.393/.451 with 20 extra-base hits and 11 steals in 54 games between Missoula and the Arizona League. 

 

• Rockies No. 6 prospect Ryan Rolison did not allow a hit over three innings in his third scoreless start for Rookie-level Grand 

Junction. He struck out two and picked off the lone baserunner he allowed (via a walk in the second inning) en route to facing the 

minimum. The 2018 first-rounder has pitched to a 1.86 ERA with 34 strikeouts and eight walks in 29 innings (nine starts). 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cody Reed struggles, Cincinnati Reds fall to Pittsburgh Pirates 7-3 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 9:54 p.m. ET Sept. 4, 2018 | Updated 11:21 p.m. ET Sept. 4, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH – The Reds keep giving opportunities to young starters. 

 

Left-hander Cody Reed is the latest. Based on Tuesday’s start, Reed may not be any longer for the rotation than Tyler Mahle, 

Robert Stephenson or Sal Romano.  

 

Reed has the small-sample-size going for him because it was only his second start. But he got hit around in the Reds’ 7-3 loss to the 

Pittsburgh Pirates before  8,855 at PNC Park. The Reds have lost five straight and seven of eight to the Pirates.  

 

Scooter Gennett accounted two of the Reds' runs with a two-home run night. It was his fourth career multi-homer game.  

 

Reed went five innings and allowed six runs on nine hits. He walked one and struck out two.  

 

"I felt like I was throwing everything for strikes," he said. "Three or four infield hits, balls squib through the infield. The hardest hit 

ball was the (Starling Marte) homer. When I looked at it, I was like, 'man, how'd he hit that.' You've got to tip your hat. 

 

"Good pitches get hit. The first hit of the game. (Adam) Frazier hit the double. Other than that, I wasn't hit that hard. I was throwing 

my stuff for strikes I just got unlucky." 

 

The Reds, meanwhile, could not solve right-hander Joe Musgrove. He gave up a two-out hit to Joey Votto in the first and then 

retired 11 in a row before Scott Schebler reached on an infield single.   

 

Gennett broke up the shutout for the second straight game with a solo home run. Gennett’s 21st came in the seventh. Eugenio 

Suarez and Schebler followed Gennett’s home run with singles, chasing Musgrove. 

 

The Reds added a run and brought the tying run to the plate but could not break through. 

 

"Their guy did a good job," Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. "The only positive we take from it is Scooter's performance, and 

Cody finished up with a good fifth inning. We're trying to stretch him out. Hopefully, we get him in the sixth and further."  

 

Gennett's second homer came in the eighth.  

 

Reed gave up three straight hits and a run in the first. He pitched a perfect second.  

 

Reed got a tough break when Marte reached on a slow roller with one out in the third. Reed compounded it by walking Adam 

Frazier on four pitches.  

 

Gregory Polanco followed with a two-run double. After Francisco Cervelli beat out an infield single, the Pirates pulled off a double 

steal. Jose Osuna’s sacrifice fly got Polanco in and made it 4-0. 

 

Pablo Reyes led off the fourth with the third infield hit of the night off Reed, who then hung an 87-mph slider to Marte. He didn’t 

miss it. He hit out to right-center, and the Reds were down 6-0.  

 

"That was the big blow," Riggleman said. "We were within range. Marte hits hits the home run. That flattened us out a little bit."  

 

Again, Reed thinks this is one to build on. 

 



"I was in the zone, battling," he said. "I had some good sliders, good back-foot stuff. I thought I threw one to Marte, but he hit it out. 

It's encouraging to me to see weak contact, even if it goes through because I'm jamming guys, working in, up and down. 

 

"I felt fine. I battled and got through five. I tried to keep my team in it as much as I could." 

 

 

Tyler Mahle will gets starts for the Cincinnati Reds – just not right now in Homer Bailey's spot 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:46 p.m. ET Sept. 4, 2018 | Updated 7:24 p.m. ET Sept. 4, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania – Rookie right-hander Tyler Mahle will start a game sometime in September for the Cincinnati Reds. 

 

Fans were not consulted, so Mahle, who was added to the roster Tuesday, will not be pitching Wednesday against the Pittsburgh 

Pirates in the series finale. Homer Bailey will make that start as scheduled. 

 

Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman knows that Bailey’s status is on the mind of a lot of people in Redsland. Riggleman referred 

to Bailey as a “lightning rod.” 

 

“There’s no getting around the commitment we have to him,” Riggleman said. “There’s a financial commitment. That certainly has 

something to do with it. 

 

“But it’s not like you have five other guys who are lighting it up. If we had five other starters who were head and shoulders 

outperforming Homer, it would be different. 

 

“We don’t really feel like we’re putting Homer out there at the detriment of some of our younger starters.” 

 

The younger starters had a chance during Bailey’s time on the disabled list/rehab stint from June 2 to July 24. 

 

“Homer wasn’t here,” Riggleman said. “We had some guys struggling. That opened the door for Homer to come back.” 

 

When Bailey returned, the Reds went with a six-man rotation until Mahle was optioned to Louisville. Sal Romano has since lost his 

spot in the rotation. Robert Stephenson was added and then taken out of the rotation. Cody Reed was just put in the rotation 

recently. 

 

Bailey is a lightning rod because he is 1-13 with 6.13 ERA and has the $105 million contract. 

 

“Since he’s been back, he’s seen a certain level of success,” Riggleman said. “He’s not where he was, but as bad as the won-lost is, 

the periphery numbers are not as bad.” 

 

Again, Riggleman points to the struggles of the young pitchers. Romano and Stephenson made back-to-back 1 ⅔ innings starts 

against Cleveland. 

 

But Mahle, who was 7-6 with 3.66 ERA before the All-Star Break, is a guy the Reds would want to get a look at down the stretch. 

 

“We could jump him in there,” Riggleman said. “But, from what we’re hearing from our player-development people is he’s not 

really there yet. He needs fine-tuning. He needs at least another heavy bullpen session to get him ready to pitch at the Major League 

level.” 

 

Mahle, 23, went 2-1 with a 2.73 ERA with Louisville in five starts. He was the Reds’ most effective starter before the All-Star 

break, but he had four awful starts that led to his Aug. 8 demotion. He is 7-9 with a 4.95 ERA overall. 

 

The hope was to get Mahle back to his pre-break self at Louisville. He thinks he made progress there. 

 

“I really worked on everything,” he said. “Getting my command back. Fixing some mechanical issues. Nothing major. I worked on 

off-speed stuff.” 

 

“He’s always been a starter,” Riggleman said. “We feel like he’ll continue to start. We’d like for him to get at least a couple of starts 

in September.” 

 

So he’ll get a chance – just not Wednesday. 

 

 



Pitchers working fast to keep Cincinnati Reds' Billy Hamilton from stealing 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 12:16 p.m. ET Sept. 4, 2018 | Updated 5:59 p.m. ET Sept. 4, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania - Billy Hamilton did not have a stolen base going into Tuesday since he stole two on Aug. 11. He’s 

been caught stealing four times in that span. 

 

That’s an indication of the means opposition is taking to stop him from stealing.  

 

“He’s really run-smart,” Cincinnati Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. “I know people want him to get on and go. But 

pitchers are just not allowing it. They're so quick to the plate. They’re just not allowing him to run. 

 

“They’re 1.1 (seconds) to the plate, sometimes faster than that. Rather than run to accumulate statistics on the back of his baseball 

card, he’s run-smart. He’s been very conservative.” 

 

The Reds keep times on all pitchers. The difference when Hamilton is on base is stark. 

 

“When someone else is on base, the pitcher is 1.35 or 1.4,” Riggleman said. “When he gets on, they’re 1.1. You go and the hitter 

takes the pitch, you’re going to be out.” 

 

But Riggleman leaves it up to Hamilton as to when he runs. 

 

“It’s up to him 99 percent of the time,” Riggleman said. “There are times with the score or whatever, where we would hold him 

from running.” 

 

Hamilton went into Tuesday with 29 steals, third in the National League. He's stolen 56, 57, 58 and 59 in each of his four full years 

in the majors.  

 

ROSTER MADNESS: The Reds completed the expansion of their roster Tuesday, adding three players: 

 

Right-hander Tyler Mahle, 23. Mahle spent most of the year in the Reds' rotation. He was 7-9 with a 4.95 ERA overall, but he was 

7-6 with a 3.66 ERA before struggling mightily over his last four starts before being demoted to Triple-A Louisville. He was 2-1 

with 2.73 ERA at Louisville. 

 

Outfielder Gabriel Guerrero, 24. Guerrero, the nephew of Hall of Famer Vladimir Guerrero, hit .292 with 17 home runs and 65 RBI 

for Louisville this season. The Reds claimed him off waivers from Arizona in November of 2016.  

 

Catcher Tim Federowicz, 31.  Federowicz hit .299 overall with seven home runs and 31 RBI at Triple-A. He hit .247 with one home 

run and nine RBI after the Reds obtained him. The Reds claimed him on Aug. 2 after he was designated for assignment for the 

Houston Astros. He's played parts of seven seasons in the majors, hitting .197 with seven home runs and 30 RBI in 408 at-bats. 

 

Mahle will make a start at some point. Guerrero and Fedorowicz won’t see much action.  

 

“We have our regular lineup,” Riggleman said “When they’re healthy, they’re going to be in there. If I get a game here and there, 

like I did (Monday) for Blake Trahan, give (Jose) Peraza a day off, give Billy (Hamilton) a day off – I will. 

 

“Quite a few of our games are against the Cubs, Milwaukee, who are competing for playoff spots. You want to put the best lineup 

you can out there for the integrity of the game, the league, not put a team out there that’s experimental.  

 

“There will be a few at-bats, a few innings, but our main guys will continue to play.” 

  

TRANSACTION: The Reds also recalled right-hander Keury Mella and placed him on the 60-day disabled list with a strained left 

oblique.  

 

THIRD CATCHER: It’s standard operating procedure for teams to bring up a third catcher after rosters expand. By adding 

Federowicz, it allows Tucker Barnhart and Curt Casali to pinch-hit when they’re not catching. They are two of the Reds’ more 

effective offensive players.  

 

“Having a third catcher does allow that,” Riggleman said. “A lot of times you hold that guy back until the very end because you’re 

afraid if he’s out of the game and then your catcher in the game gets a broken thumb or something, you’re going to have a position 

player out trying to catch.” 

 



THE ATHLETIC 
 

‘I never thought it was over’: Reds minor-league player Courtney Hawkins getting back into the swing of things 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 6h ago     

 

CLEARWATER, Fla. — There was never any doubt that Courtney Hawkins’ fourth-inning home run on Tuesday was gone. As 

soon as it left the bat, it was patently obvious that he’d cut the Clearwater Threshers’ lead in half, 4-2, in Game 1 of the Florida 

State League North Division Championship. 

 

Hawkins, 24, was playing in just his 18th game in the Reds organization and it was his third home run in that span. 

 

Released by the White Sox in April, Hawkins never doubted himself and his future in the game — not when Chicago let him know 

he was no longer in their plans, not when he turned down an opportunity to play in Mexico, not when he decided to play 

independent baseball. 

 

Outside the visitors’ clubhouse at Clearwater’s Spectrum Field following his Daytona Tortuga’s 7-6 loss, Hawkins is comfortable 

where he stands. 

 

The 13th overall pick in the 2012 draft, Hawkins has had high expectations since doing a back flip live on the MLB Network after 

he was drafted out of Carroll High School in Corpus Christi, Texas. He’s yet to meet those expectations. 

 

“I never thought it was over,” Hawkins said. “I don’t even think I was down. It was a new door opened up and what was going to be 

the next step. It wasn’t me, sitting at the house feeling sorry for myself or anything like that.” 

 

Hawkins’ body made him a first-round pick. A good athlete with big power and speed, it didn’t take much of a scout’s eye to see the 

talent in his 6-foot-3 frame. That same body seemed to be holding him from his dream. 

 

In every season from his first full year of 2013 to last season, Hawkins had at least one trip to the disabled list. 

 

He can rattle off the laundry list of injuries he’s suffered — and recovered from — since the start of his pro career: 

 

• Torn ligaments in his fingers 

• Plantar fasciitis 

• Shoulder strain 

• Torn oblique 

 

With all of that behind him, he thought he was in good shape coming into spring training in 2017. Yet, he was losing weight. He 

couldn’t sleep. At night, he’d drown in sweat. He’d get the shakes. He started that spring at 250 pounds and at one point in the 

season he was down to 220 pounds. 

 

In March 2017, he was diagnosed with hyperthyroid disease. 

 

“I ended up starting the season and then it just got worse. I started losing more weight, shakes got worse,” said Hawkins. “It kind of 

got to the point where (former White Sox executive) Buddy (Bell) and them came in and saw how much weight I’d lost and I was 

late on 85-mph fastballs. It just wasn’t me.” 

 

He finally had his thyroid removed. He worked his way from low-A Kannapolis to high-A Winston-Salem and back to Birmingham. 

Back at Double-A, he struggled, hitting just .190/.252/.325 in 80 games for the Barons with 10 home runs. He still struck out 105 

times in 322 plate appearances and walked just 21 times. 

 

Finally healthy entering this past spring, Hawkins thought it was his time. The White Sox didn’t agree. They released him after he 

played just nine games (and had three hits) into Birmingham’s 2018 season. 

 

That’s when he turned to independent baseball. For some, indy ball is a last gasp, a last hope. For Hawkins, the Sugar Land Skeeters 

offered a new life. 

 

“Anyone coming from affiliated ball, you think indy ball is a laughing game, it’s a joke,” Hawkins said. “I get down there and I’m 

like, holy cow, why are these guys here? Why are there so many studs, guys who can absolutely ball in this league, why are they 

playing here?” 

 



The Skeeters, of the Atlantic League, featured former big-leaguers like Derek Norris, James Russell and Dan Runzler. A total of 30 

players with big-league service time played for the Skeeters at some point this season. Hawkins may have been a first-rounder, but 

he hadn’t made the big leagues. 

 

Still, he succeeded there, finding his stroke on the field, hitting .285/.342/.505 with 18 home runs and 72 RBIs in 88 games. He also 

became more comfortable with his place in the game, finding the fun in it again by playing for former big-leaguer Pete Incaviglia, 

the Skeeters’ manager. 

 

“I was having fun again, but at the same time getting after it and playing balls-to-the-wall baseball,” he said. “I loved it. My attitude 

went from mellowed out to great. I wasn’t thinking ‘I’m in indy ball, I’m done.’ It was, ‘man, I’m in indy ball, playing the type of 

ball I know I can play, stealing bags again, my average is up, I’m hitting for power, I’m helping my team again.’ It was fun.” 

 

Meanwhile, the Reds’ big-league outfield was beset by injuries. That meant Triple-A Louisville’s outfield with the likes of Mason 

Williams and Philip Ervin called up to Cincinnati. That set off a chain reaction and the Tortugas needed an outfielder. Hawkins was 

there, ready to get back into affiliated baseball. 

 

“It was a breath of fresh air,” he said. “Being a first-rounder, I’d always felt I’ve got to do more, do more. I’ve gone to another 

organization where I’m just another guy here, I can just play ball.” 

 

Hawkins played ball on Tuesday, going 2 for 3 with the home run and a walk. But he’s also serving as an elder statesman on the 

team, even if there are six players on the roster older than him. 

 

“It’s funny. I’m only 24,” he said. “I think guys forget because I’ve been around a little bit, moved up quick.” 

 

Daytona manager Ricky Gutierrez said Hawkins has helped his team from a leadership standpoint, helping fill the void left by T.J. 

Friedl, who was promoted to Double-A Pensacola after the Tortugas won the FSL first-half title. 

 

“The kid has a lot of talent, he just needs to learn to put it together,” Gutierrez said. “He’s been big. He’s taken over that leadership, 

showing young kids how to do it, prepare for the game. He’s been a good thing for us.” 

 

In the outfield, another former first-rounder, Taylor Trammell, is paying attention. 

 

“He gives good tips, certain things we should do in the clubhouse, certain things to do on the field. He’s communicating with me in 

the outfield and everything,” Trammell said. “He’s a really good guy. He knows the game. He’s what you call a ballplayer, just a 

ballplayer. Some people play baseball, he’s a gamer and a ballplayer.” 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

Marte’s homer, Polanco’s double send Pirates past Reds 7-3 

 By ALAN SAUNDERS 

 Today 

 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Before he took the mound Tuesday night, Pirates starter Joe Musgrove just didn’t feel right while warming 

up in the bullpen. 

 

In his quest to get things straightened out, he made a quick change to his approach. 

 

That tactic seemed to work, as Musgrove took a shutout into the seventh inning for Pittsburgh in a 7-3 victory over the Cincinnati 

Reds. Starling Marte hit a two-run homer and Gregory Polanco had a two-run double for the Pirates. 

 

Musgrove (6-8) allowed two runs and struck out eight. He gave up five hits — four singles — over 6 1/3 innings. The key for him 

was trusting catcher Francisco Cervelli to make a change to the game plan because Musgrove didn’t have his best stuff. 

 

“I learned a lot from him tonight about how to disguise pitches,” Musgrove said. “That was the earliest in the game I’ve gone to my 

changeup. Usually, the first inning or two, I’ve gone fastball heavy.” 

 

That’s what this September is going to be all about for Musgrove, who has yet to finish a season as a starter in the majors. Last year 

with World Series champion Houston, he was moved to the bullpen as the Astros entered their stretch run. 

 

“This is something that I haven’t really gone through, ever, where I feel so inconsistent with my delivery,” Musgrove said. “I feel 

like you never stop learning.” 



 

Scooter Gennett homered twice for Cincinnati. 

 

Marte’s homer in the fourth scored Pablo Reyes, who reached on his first major league hit. Polanco drove in Marte and Adam 

Frazier with a double in the third. Frazier doubled and scored on Francisco Cervelli’s single in the first. 

 

Marte’s homer was the first for a Pirates player other than Frazier or Polanco since Aug. 15. 

 

The top four batters in Pittsburgh’s lineup went a combined 8 for 17 and drove in five runs. 

 

“You’re looking for contagions,” manager Clint Hurdle said. “Hopefully, this was a contagion to get us going in a direction. We 

haven’t had a lot of consistency.” 

 

Reds starter Cody Reed (0-2) permitted six runs and nine hits in a season-high five innings. It was Reed’s third start of the season 

for Cincinnati. He’s made 10 relief appearances. 

 

Gennett hit solo shots in the seventh and eighth, giving him 22 homers this season. It was his second multihomer game of the year. 

 

“The only positives we take from it are Scooter’s performance, really, and Cody finished up with a good fifth inning,” Reds 

manager Jim Riggleman said. “We’re trying to stretch him out a little bit. Hopefully we can get him sixth and further, eventually. I 

think the big blow of the game was Marte adding two more.” 

 

Cincinnati chased Musgrove in the seventh and loaded the bases. Pirates reliever Richard Rodriguez hit Phillip Ervin with a pitch, 

allowing one run to score, but struck out Dilson Herrera and got Mason Williams to ground out to end the threat. 

 

SMOOTH DEBUT 

 

Making his first career start, Reyes hit an infield single in his second at-bat. He drove in his first career run with a double in the 

eighth to finish 2 for 4. The 24-year-old started the season at Double-A Altoona. “I’m so excited,” Reyes said. “This is something 

that I’ve dreamed since I was a kid.” 

 

ROSTER MOVES 

 

After the Triple-A season ended Monday, both teams added players from the minor leagues. Pittsburgh recalled RHP Tanner 

Anderson, RHP Michael Feliz, RHP Clay Holmes and OF Jordan Luplow, and selected the contracts of INF Kevin Kramer and C 

Ryan Lavarnway. The Pirates designated LHP Buddy Boshers for assignment. Cincinnati recalled RHP Tyler Mahle and RHP 

Keury Mella, and selected the contracts of C Tim Federowicz and OF Gabriel Guerrero. 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 

Reds: Mella was placed on the 60-day disabled list with a left oblique strain, ending his season. He last pitched for Triple-A 

Louisville on Aug. 24. 

 

Pirates: C Elias Diaz (right hamstring discomfort) is expected to miss at least 10 days and might not return at all this season, 

according to Hurdle. Diaz hasn’t played since he was removed from Friday’s game. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Reds: In the series finale Wednesday, RHP Homer Bailey (1-13, 6.13 ERA) will attempt to avoid becoming the first Reds pitcher to 

lose 14 games in a season since Mat Latos in 2013. 

 

Pirates: RHP Jameson Taillon (11-9, 3.45 ERA) is scheduled to start. He is 2-0 and is holding opponents to a .217 batting average 

over his last three starts. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/04/18  

Pittsburgh Pirates designated LHP Buddy Boshers for assignment. 

Tampa Bay Rays transferred 2B Daniel Robertson from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Left thumb sprain. 

Colorado Rockies placed CF Yonathan Daza on the 60-day disabled list. Left shoulder strain. 

Colorado Rockies recalled CF Raimel Tapia from Albuquerque Isotopes. 



Colorado Rockies recalled LHP Sam Howard from Albuquerque Isotopes. 

Colorado Rockies recalled 2B Garrett Hampson from Albuquerque Isotopes. 

Philadelphia Phillies recalled SS J.P. Crawford from Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

RF Yasiel Puig roster status changed by Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Chicago Cubs placed RF Mark Zagunis on the 60-day disabled list. Right shoulder inflammation. 

Chicago Cubs selected the contract of LHP Jaime Garcia from Iowa Cubs. 

Los Angeles Angels selected the contract of C Joe Hudson from Salt Lake Bees. 

Los Angeles Angels recalled RF Jabari Blash from Salt Lake Bees. 

Los Angeles Angels recalled CF Michael Hermosillo from Salt Lake Bees. 

San Diego Padres recalled Francisco Mejia from El Paso Chihuahuas. 

Toronto Blue Jays placed RHP Joe Biagini on the 10-day disabled list. Left oblique strain 

Los Angeles Angels released SS Nolan Fontana. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled RHP Jake Petricka from Buffalo Bisons. 

Houston Astros recalled RHP Dean Deetz from Fresno Grizzlies. 

Cleveland Indians sent RHP Evan Marshall outright to Columbus Clippers. 

Baltimore Orioles selected the contract of RHP Luis Ortiz from Norfolk Tides. 

Miami Marlins activated LHP Jarlin Garcia from the 10-day disabled list. 

Miami Marlins activated RHP Elieser Hernandez from the 10-day disabled list. 

San Francisco Giants transferred RHP Jeff Samardzija from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right shoulder 

inflammation. 

San Francisco Giants selected the contract of SS Abiatal Avelino from Sacramento River Cats. 

San Francisco Giants recalled 3B Ryder Jones from Sacramento River Cats. 

Cincinnati Reds recalled Austin Brice from Louisville Bats. 

Arizona Diamondbacks placed RHP Zack Godley on the paternity list. 

Arizona Diamondbacks recalled RHP Matt Andriese from Visalia Rawhide. 

Arizona Diamondbacks recalled SS Ildemaro Vargas from Reno Aces. 

Tampa Bay Rays activated C Adam Moore. 

Tampa Bay Rays recalled Jake Faria from Durham Bulls. 

Kansas City Royals activated LHP Eric Skoglund. 

Kansas City Royals recalled Jerry Vasto from Omaha Storm Chasers. 

Kansas City Royals recalled Glenn Sparkman from Omaha Storm Chasers. 

Toronto Blue Jays selected the contract of CF Jonathan Davis from Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled LF Dwight Smith Jr. from Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled 1B Rowdy Tellez from Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled SS Richard Urena from Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays designated RHP Mike Hauschild for assignment. 

Texas Rangers activated SS Hanser Alberto from the 10-day disabled list. 

Texas Rangers recalled RHP Austin Bibens-Dirkx from Round Rock Express. 

Texas Rangers recalled LF Willie Calhoun from Round Rock Express. 

Texas Rangers selected the contract of RHP Adrian Sampson from Round Rock Express. 

Texas Rangers selected the contract of LHP C.D. Pelham from Frisco RoughRiders. 

Houston Astros recalled 3B J.D. Davis from Fresno Grizzlies. 

Philadelphia Phillies sent 3B Jesmuel Valentin outright to Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Miami Marlins placed 3B Martin Prado on the 60-day disabled list. Right abdominal strain. 

Miami Marlins transferred LF Garrett Cooper from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right wrist sprain. 

Miami Marlins recalled LF Christopher Bostick from New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Miami Marlins selected the contract of RHP Tyler Kinley from New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Miami Marlins selected the contract of LF Peter O'Brien from New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Cleveland Indians transferred RF Tyler Naquin from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right hip strain. 

Cleveland Indians recalled RHP James Hoyt from Columbus Clippers. 

Cleveland Indians selected the contract of 2B Adam Rosales from Columbus Clippers. 

Cleveland Indians selected the contract of CF Brandon Barnes from Columbus Clippers. 

Seattle Mariners recalled RHP Casey Lawrence from Tacoma Rainiers. 

Seattle Mariners recalled 1B Daniel Vogelbach from Tacoma Rainiers. 

Seattle Mariners recalled 2B Gordon Beckham from Tacoma Rainiers. 

Washington Nationals selected the contract of RHP Kyle McGowin from Syracuse Chiefs. 

Washington Nationals activated RHP Joe Ross from the 60-day disabled list. 

Washington Nationals activated RHP Erick Fedde from the 60-day disabled list. 

Washington Nationals recalled SS Adrian Sanchez from Syracuse Chiefs. 

Washington Nationals recalled RHP Austin Voth from Syracuse Chiefs. 

Washington Nationals recalled CF Victor Robles from Syracuse Chiefs. 

Colorado Rockies selected the contract of RHP D.J. Johnson from Albuquerque Isotopes. 



Pittsburgh Pirates selected the contract of 2B Kevin Kramer from Indianapolis Indians. 

Pittsburgh Pirates selected the contract of C Ryan Lavarnway from Indianapolis Indians. 

Pittsburgh Pirates recalled RF Jordan Luplow from Indianapolis Indians. 

Pittsburgh Pirates recalled RHP Michael Feliz from Indianapolis Indians. 

Pittsburgh Pirates recalled RHP Clay Holmes from Indianapolis Indians. 

Pittsburgh Pirates recalled RHP Tanner Anderson from Indianapolis Indians. 

Chicago White Sox selected the contract of RHP Jose Ruiz from Birmingham Barons. 

Chicago White Sox sent 1B Matt Skole outright to Charlotte Knights. 

Boston Red Sox activated 3B Rafael Devers from the 10-day disabled list. 

Boston Red Sox selected the contract of 2B Brandon Phillips from Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Cincinnati Reds placed RHP Keury Mella on the 60-day disabled list. Left oblique strain. 

Cincinnati Reds recalled RHP Keury Mella from Louisville Bats. 

Cincinnati Reds selected the contract of RF Gabriel Guerrero from Louisville Bats. 

Cincinnati Reds selected the contract of C Tim Federowicz from Louisville Bats. 

Cincinnati Reds recalled RHP Tyler Mahle from Louisville Bats.  

  

 


