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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

2007- Marty and Thom Brennaman call their first Reds game together on 700 WLW, becoming the fourth father-son 

broadcast team in major league history 
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Reds' farm features high-end talent, depth 

By Jonathan Mayo MLB.com @JonathanMayo 

Feb. 28th, 2018 

 

Last time we checked in on the Reds' farm system, they were in full-on rebuild mode. How's that going so far? 

 

In most ways, it's gone according to plan. The Reds still have one of the top 10 farm systems in baseball, coming in at No. 8 on this 

year's list. There's some serious high-end talent coming, with five landing on MLB Pipeline's Top 100 Prospects list, and there is a 

good amount of depth up and down the Reds' new Top 30. 

 

It all starts, of course, with the guy at the top, Nick Senzel. The No. 2 overall pick in the 2016 Draft has been even better than 

advertised, if that's possible. He's shown all five tools and has proven to be athletic enough to at least get a look at shortstop this 

spring. There's a reason why he's in the top 10 overall and could be the first elite-level impact player to hit Cincinnati since the 

overhaul began in 2015. 

 

Reds fans will have to wait longer for last year's No. 2 overall pick, Hunter Greene, to get to the big leagues. But he has as much 

ceiling as perhaps any pitching prospect in baseball and the Senzel-Greene combination belongs in any conversation with top 

hitting-pitching prospect duos in baseball (with a nod to the White Sox tandem of Eloy Jimenez and Michael Kopech). 

 

There are other high-ceiling players like Taylor Trammell (No. 43 on the Top 100) and Jose Siri, and there are guys who touched 

the big leagues last year who should contribute on a larger level this season, like Jesse Winker and Tyler Mahle. The trio of Senzel, 

Greene and Trammell ranks higher than any the Reds have had since Jay Bruce, Homer Bailey and Joey Votto were Nos. 1, 9 and 

34 on our 2008 list. 

 

And that's just the top 10. There are role players and relievers up and down the top 30 who will help the Reds win more games now, 

with prospects with more impact potential on the way. That's been especially helped by the organization's aggressive efforts on the 

international market, bringing in a number of Cuban players -- Vladimir Gutierrez, Jose Israel Garcia and Alfredo Rodriguez -- who 

dot the Top 30 this year. 

 

Biggest jump/fall 

Here are the players whose ranks changed the most from the 2017 preseason list to the 2018 preseason list. 

 

Jump: Jose Siri, OF (2017: NR | 2018: 9) 

Fall: Nick Travieso, RHP (2017: 21 | 2018: NR) 

 

Best tools 

Players are graded on a 20-80 scouting scale for future tools -- 20-30 is well below average, 40 is below average, 50 is average, 60 

is above average and 70-80 is well above average. Players in parentheses have the same grade. 

 

Hit: 70 -- Nick Senzel 

Power: 55 -- Senzel (Aristides Aquino) 

Run: 70 -- Jose Siri (Taylor Trammell, TJ Friedl) 

Arm: 70 -- Aquino 

Defense: 65 -- Alfredo Rodriguez 

Fastball: 80 -- Hunter Greene 



Curveball: 60 -- Vladimir Gutierrez 

Slider: 60 - Tanner Rainey 

Changeup: 55 -- Tony Santillan 

Control: 60 -- Tyler Mahle 

 

How they were built 

Draft: 21 

International: 5 

Trade: 3 

Free agent: 1 

 

Breakdown by ETA 

2018: 11 

2019: 8 

2020: 7 

2021: 4 

 

Breakdown by position 

C: 2 

1B: 2 

2B: 2 

3B: 1 

SS: 4 

OF: 7 

RHP: 10 

LHP: 2 

 

 

Rotation candidate Romano impresses Price 

Reds righty strikes out four in 2 2/3 innings in second spring start 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 28th, 2018 

 

SURPRISE, Ariz. -- Through two starts this spring, Reds rotation contender Sal Romano has helped his cause with good stuff and 

good outings. During Cincinnati's 3-2 loss to the Royals on Wednesday, Romano pitched 2 2/3 innings with one earned run, four 

hits, one walk and four strikeouts. 

 

"I thought it was the best my sinker -- on both sides of the plate -- has ever been," Romano said. "It had a lot, a lot of movement 

today and was down. I threw some good comeback two-seams to lefties and really got in on righties today. The curveball was really 

good. The changeup was a little inconsistent. Other than that, I made a lot of good, quality pitches today." 

 

Two of the hits against Romano came in questionable situations. A two-out double in the first inning was lost in the sun and 

dropped between the right and center fielders. A bad throw after a grounder to shortstop Nick Senzel was ruled a hit for Alcides 

Escobar in the third inning. 

 

Through two starts, Romano has allowed two earned runs and six hits over 4 2/3 innings. 

 

"I thought he threw the ball well, I really did," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "He had good action on his fastball. He got a chance 

to work on controlling the running game, which we spent a lot of time working on with all of our pitchers. He was quick to the plate 

and did a lot of good things. His stuff was good. I thought he was sharp." 

 

Romano is one of several candidates for the fifth spot in the Reds' rotation. 

 

Finnegan to pitch in scrimmage 

 

Instead of having him pitch vs. the White Sox on Thursday, the Reds have scheduled lefty Brandon Finnegan to work two innings in 

an intrasquad scrimmage against big league and Minor League hitters. 

 

"We'll just be able to control the workload, which we can't do in a Cactus League game, and if everything goes well, he just plugs 

right back into the mix," Price said. 

 



Finnegan was limited to four starts last season because of a strain of the teres major muscle near his left shoulder and a dislocated 

right shoulder that required surgery. That has the club proceeding cautiously. 

 

"He had some rough weather when he was at home, too, so he wasn't able to get out there to make a couple of bullpens," Price said. 

"I don't want to say he was behind, but it kind of lends itself to being a little bit more cautious. 

 

"Considering he had one [shoulder] worked on and the other was a rehab, it just seemed to make sense." 

 

Camp battles 

 

Not all of the players battling for the last spots on the 25-man roster are prospects rising from within the organization. A couple of 

standouts were under-the-radar signings to Minor League contracts. 

 

"I've been very impressed with Rosell Herrera and with Mason Williams," Price said. "[They] are two position players that to me 

have really stood out. I think they've just been terrific. I think there's some guys also I think when you look at a kid like Brandon 

Dixon, the way he's going about his business, we're seeing limited at-bats, but what I'm also seeing is some growth and kids that are 

comfortable in competition. That's good to see." 

 

Herrera, 25, spent his entire pro career in the Rockies' organization and reached Triple-A last season. The outfielder batted 

.278/.351/.394 with three homers and 27 RBIs for Albuquerque. He hit a home run in each of the first two games this spring. 

 

Williams, 26, played parts of the last three seasons with the Yankees and Triple-A. His career seemed poised for liftoff in 2015 until 

June 19 that season, when he tore the labrum in his right shoulder diving back to first base on a pickoff attempt and missed most of 

the '16 season. 

 

Through his five games, Williams is 4-for-9 with four doubles. 

 

Up next 

 

In his second start during his bid to make the rotation, Michael Lorenzen will face the White Sox at 3:05 p.m. ET in Goodyear on 

Thursday, with the game airing on Gameday Audio. David Hernandez and Wandy Peralta will also pitch. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Romano impressive again as Reds fall to Royals 3-2 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 6:03 p.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 

 

SURPRISE, Ariz. – The Cincinnati Reds lost 3-2 to the Kansas City Royals Wednesday afternoon at Surprise Stadium on a walk-

off single from Humberto Arteaga. The Reds are now 1-5-1 this spring. 

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

Reds right-hander Sal Romano, all 6-foot-5, 270 pounds of him, had his second solid start of the spring Wednesday. In 2 ⅔ innings, 

Romano struck out four, walked one, and allowed one earned run on four hits. Only three of the balls the Royals put in play were 

well-hit and two of the hits attributed to Romano were disputable scoring decisions.   

 

The Reds scratched a run across in in the first inning when Shed Long led off the game with a single that he stretched to second on a 

throwing error. Phil Gosselin lifted a fly ball to centerfield that moved Long to third and then Jesse Winker skied a sac fly to deep 

left field to score Long. Cincinnati's second run came in the fifth when Phillip Ervin singled in Scott Schebler. 

  

Reds manager Bryan Price on Romano's day: "I thought he threw the ball well, really did. Good action on his fastball; got a chance 

to work on controlling the running game which we spend a lot of time working on with all of our pitchers. So, he was quick to the 

plate; did some really good things. I thought the stuff was good. I thought he was sharp and did what we wanted to see here in that 

outing. You know how it is early in spring, some guys come out hot, some guys come out cold, a lot of people on the in-between. 

So, nothing wrong with him getting off to a good start and maintaining it through the spring."  

More: Reds manager Bryan Price sheds light on how starting rotation will be decided 

 

Up next 

 



Right-hander Michael Lorenzen (0-0, 4.50 ERA) gets the start Thursday against the Chicago White Sox at Goodyear Ballpark. He’ll 

face right-hander Reynaldo López at 3:05 p.m. (WSAI 1360). 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds RHP Tyler Mahle short on experience, but numbers have him in rotation race 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 2:24 p.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 | Updated 2:27 p.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Tyler Mahle is generally the last one Reds manager Bryan Price mentions when talking about the rotation 

competition. But that is a reflection on Mahle’s lack of experience, not his long-term prospects. 

 

“He had an incredible season last year,” Price said. “I’m fully expecting him to compete all the way through for a spot in our 

rotation.  We’re all excited about him. 

 

“The sky’s the limit for this kid." 

 

Mahle is a good story. He’s a seventh-round pick who’s been successful on every step through the minors. 

 

Consider: In eight stops as a professional, Mahle has had a sub-3.00 ERA and given up less than a hit an inning at six of them. 

Among the six was his brief call-up with the Reds last year. 

 

Mahle, a 23-year-old, made four starts, he put up a 2.70 ERA. He pitched five shutout innings in his final start. That was a major 

boost in the old confidence.  

 

“It helps a lot,” Mahle said, “not only to connect with these guys, so I’m not a stranger to them in this locker room, but to see how 

my stuff plays. I was able to see if I pound the zone and I’m still able to get people out. It wasn’t too big of a jump from Triple-A to 

big leagues. If you make pitches, you get guys out. I think those were the two main things.” 

 

Mahle is the least experienced of the pitchers competing for spots in the rotation.  

 

“He’s got to continue to evolve,” Price said. “We’ve challenged him to improve his slider and and his change-up in the offseason. 

The change-up has come a long way.” 

 

Mahle uses a three-pitch mix mostly. Last year in his big league starts, he threw 65.6 percent fastballs, 25.2 percent sliders, 7.3 

percent change-ups and 2.2 percent curveballs, according to fangraphs.com. His fastball averages 92.9 mph. 

 

But that’s average. Mahle changes speed with the fastball. That’s what makes him tough, catcher Tucker Barnhart said.  

 

“He’s a joy to catch,” Barnhart said. “He makes our job really easy. He throws a ton of strikes. He’s able to add and subtract on his 

fastball, which makes it difficult for hitters to really get a gauge of how hard he’s throwing. At his young point in his career, he has 

the ability to throw a fastball at 88 and then jump up to 95. He has a really good feel for pitching.” 

 

Mahle worked on refining the off-speed stuff this offseason. Both his slider and change-up average 83.9 mph. 

 

“I threw a few bullpens at the end of the year just working on something to take into this season,” he said. “I just stayed with what 

we were going over at the end of the season. Change-up’s been really good. Slider, (Tuesday) was the first time I was able to throw 

it for a strike and for it to be effective this spring. That was really good to see.” 

 

Mahle was the club’s seventh-round pick in 2013. He quickly showed that he was a prospect. He was the Reds’ Minor League 

Player of the Year in 2015 after going 13-8 with a 2.43 ERA at Single-A Dayton.  

 

He started the 2016 season at High-A Dayton. He was promoted after going 8-3 with a 2.50 ERA there. He struggled a bit, by his 

standards, at Double-A Pensacola (6-3, 4.92 ERA) after getting promoted. 

 

He started last season back at Pensacola. He went 7-3 with a 1.59 ERA. Among his 14 starts was a perfect game. He went 3-4 with a 

2.73 ERA after getting promoted to Triple-A.  

 

“It was a pretty easy transition,” Mahle said. “I stuck with the same program, doing the same stuff. I was able to stay pretty 

consistent.” 

 

Mahle’s season moved him from 12th to fourth on Baseball America’s list of Reds top prospects. He’s thrown two scoreless, two-

inning outings so far this spring. He understands where he fits in the competition. 



 

“I’ll go out there and do my thing,” Mahle said. “Whatever happens happens. Try to force their hand as much as I can. But I’m 

pretty realistic. I know that there’s a lot of guys who could be on that starting staff. If I’m not one of them, it’s not a big deal. I’ll go 

to Triple-A and do my thing down there and see what happens." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price sheds light on how starting rotation will be decided 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 11:51 a.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 | Updated 5:04 p.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – There's a lot that goes into deciding a starting pitching rotation. It's an annual endeavor that becomes a little 

more clear with each curtailed spring start. 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price is in the midst of that process right now.  

 

Statistics are a metric, but only one piece of the puzzle, Price told reporters Wednesday morning. 

 

"It's a combination," he said. "First of all, and the reason I kind of rank these guys somewhat, or handicap them, was that we can't 

discount performances from last season. That has to count for something or every year you're opening the field for everyone – 

whoever has the hottest hand in 20 spring innings wins the job and that's not right.  

 

"However, the spring does give the players a chance to open some eyes and, for players, an opportunity to say they've gotten better 

over the course of the offseason, they came here even more prepared and that's where I think you can come in and grab a job."  

 

Price said it's hard to come off a rough season, then have a bad spring and still make the club.  

 

On the other hand, "For the guys that are coming off a good year, I think there's a little more wiggle room to kind of find themselves 

throughout the spring, but there's a lot of different things that go into it," Price said. 

 

"What we like to see is development, maturity and improvement," Price said. "Certainly, a lot of guys that have room to improve 

and certain guys that had great statement seasons last year, and I don't want to discount that."  

 

Right-handers Homer Bailey, Luis Castillo and Anthony DeSclafani can already be penciled into the rotation, while left-hander 

Brandon Finnegan, if healthy, should have a strong shot.  

 

After that, there are about five arms – Robert Stephenson, Sal Romano, Tyler Mahle, Michael Lorenzen and Amir Garrett – also in 

competition.  

 

FINNEGAN IN THE FOLD: Finnegan, a 24-year-old left-hander, has been on the Reds' Opening Day roster each of the last two 

seasons, but he's coming off a 2017 season that was cut short by a dislocated right shoulder that required season-ending surgery in 

July.  

 

Price said Finnegan will throw Thursday in a controlled setting for the first time since his injury last season.  

 

"We'll do kind of a scrimmage. We'll have some big league hitters, we'll have our strength camp kids out there playing defense ... 

play somewhere in the neighborhood of a 3-4 inning scrimmage," said Price, who added that this is "probably" a cautious approach 

for re-introducing Finnegan.  

 

"He had some rough weather when he was at home, too, so he wasn't able to get out there to make a couple of bullpens. I don't want 

to say he was behind, but it kind of lends itself to being a little more cautious, and we got here so early in spring training he threw 

on the side when we did our pitching summit in the middle of January. Considering he had both shoulders worked on last year, not 

necessarily worked on, but one worked on and the other was a rehab, it just seemed to make sense. We were trying to line up a B-

game, we just couldn't find a match ... so we'll do it in a simulated game. 

 

"Well just be able to control the workload, which we can't in a cactus league game, and if everything goes well he just plugs right 

back into the mix."  

 

WHO'S IMPRESSED? It's a small sample size right now, but here's what Price had to say about who's already left an impression so 

far this spring training.  

 

"I've been very impressed with Rosell Herrera and with Mason Williams ... two position players that, to me, have really stood out. I 

think they've just been terrific. I think there's some guys ... when you look at a kid like Brandon Dixon. The way he's going about 



his business; we're seeing limited at-bats, but what I'm also seeing is I'm seeing some growth and kids that are comfortable in 

competition. That's good to see," Price said.  

 

"Amir (Garrett) had a tough year last year. I don't think he could have thrown the ball any better than he did against the White Sox 

the other day. Beyond that, I haven't been disappointed with anybody to this point, but I think those are some of the names that have 

really jumped off the paper so far. I wish I would have seen (José) López pitch 'cause I know he had a couple good innings here in 

the split-squad, so I missed that, but that was good to see." 

 

 

Paul Daugherty: Cincinnati Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart, young pitchers need mound visits 

Paul Daugherty, pdaugherty@enquirer.com  

Published 1:42 p.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 | Updated 2:34 p.m. ET Feb. 28, 2018 

 

“Candlesticks make a nice gift ..."       

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Tucker Barnhart, Gold Glove catcher, isn’t crazy about Baseball’s new rule limiting mound visits. He makes 

big points why: The Reds are heavy with young pitchers who need direction and reassurance. The other team is making line drives 

as routine as spitting sunflower seeds. Occasionally, Barnhart and his newbie pitchers not only aren’t on the same page. They’re 

reading different books. 

 

“When we make mound visits, there are reasons behind them," Barnhart explains. “Maybe we’re talking about a certain pitch that 

could impact the outcome of a game."    

 

He didn’t say anything about candlesticks.        

 

If you have not seen the movie Bull Durham several thousand times, you might swing and miss the reference. Cocky kid pitcher 

can’t find the strike zone, catcher and infielders convene around him. Conversation drifts from pitching to an infielder's cursed 

glove to what to get Millie and Jimmy for a wedding present. 

 

Pitching coach suggests candlesticks. “Maybe you could find out where she’s registered and get a place setting," he says. Which 

gets me to thinking:  

 

What does the Reds catcher really need those mound visits for?            

 

Barnhart’s game-prep is immaculate. He thinks a pitch or two ahead. He plays chess in the clubhouse. You don’t play chess well if 

you’re not thinking ahead.  

 

But does he know about the candlesticks? 

 

I asked him. "Which of the pitchers would be most likely to ..." 

 

Tell you a joke? “In years past, I’d have said Bronson (Arroyo). Now? Homer (Bailey)." 

 

Ask for a restaurant recommendation. “(Anthony) DeSclafani." 

 

Ask you what you’re doing after a game. “DeSclafani." 

 

Notice an attractive woman in the stands. “No comment."                   

 

Give you a quick Spanish lesson. “Luis Castillo or Wandy Peralta."        

 

Tell you your uniform doesn’t look right. “Homer." 

 

Ask how your (infant) son is doing? “Jared Hughes."         

 

Tell you what he wanted for his birthday. “Sal Romano."                       

 

Reds manager Bryan Price was toiling as a minor league pitcher when during an unfortunate outing, his pitching coach paid him a 

visit and offered this: “Have you ever tried to count the number of light towers in the stadium? By the time you’ve turned around, 

you can’t remember where you started." Then the guy walked away. 

 



Price was a pitching coach himself in the Seattle Mariners organization when he trotted to the mound for a chat. The pitcher, the 

legendary right-hander Ivan Montane, had allowed a couple longballs. 

 

“What are you doing?" Price asked him. “You’re supposed to be keeping the ball down and away." 

 

“I threw a two-seamer that didn’t seam," was Montane’s reply.             

 

“This is my job," said Price. “I’d like to keep it. Let’s throw some two-seamers that seam."     

 

Tucker Barnhart is 27, simultaneously growing and at the top of his game. This is his pitching staff. He balks at the term 

“ownership" because he is as humble as he is hardworking. But given the number of kids, near-kids and pure dreamers under his 

influence – 21 of them made their big league debuts the last two years – ownership is not a bad term. Gaining the trust of a pitching 

staff is the most important thing a catcher does. 

 

“Bullet point No. 1 for me is figuring out a way to get the best out of a pitcher at any given time," says Barnhart. “It’s a two-way 

street. Nobody’s saying it’s my way or the highway. Homer Bailey has two no-hitters in the big leagues, and we’re still out there 

working together. It’s a constant growing process."                         

 

Barnhart prepares as well as anyone. He spends spring training getting a feel for the younger pitchers, something he can’t do once 

the season begins. There’s no time. 

 

Barnhart won’t say that handling a pitching staff is an underrated part of the job, even though it is. “It’s the biggest thing I do," 

Barnhart says. It’s not something that’s easily quantified or grasped by casual observers. It’s the idle conversations, the camaraderie, 

the respect gained, the trust earned. There is no more personal relationship in sports than the one between catcher and pitcher. 

Yadier Molina, eight Gold Gloves, third all-time, has made a Hall of Fame career out of it. 

 

Barnhart is great at not making errors (just one last year.) He’s equally great at throwing out would-be base stealers (34 last year, 

tops in the game.)  Where he needs to be greater is the candlesticks. Knowing about the candlesticks. They make a nice gift. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds state: After Votto, what depth does organization have at first base? 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 17 hour ago  

 

The Athletic is preparing for the 2018 Reds season by taking a position-by-position look at the team's position groups, not just at the 

big-league level, but through its minor-league system. 

 

The Reds don't have much depth at first base in their system, but there are two good reasons: 

 

1. Joey Votto. 

 

2. First is generally a bat-first position where players migrate when their offensive value outweighs defensive value elsewhere. 

Players move to first base, especially when right-handed. Future first basemen can be found at every other position on the field and 

the learning curve isn't as steep as other positions. 

 

Starter: In Votto, the Reds have the game's best first baseman and will have him for a while. Signed through 2023 with full no-trade 

protection, there's little reason to believe Votto will be going anywhere soon. 

 

Votto finished second in MVP voting last season, so while his age (34) is a concern, he's shown that he's still an elite player. 

 

Backups: Votto started 162 games last season at first base, so this wasn't much of a need. The only other players to log innings at 

first were Adam Duvall, Patrick Kivlehan and Chad Wallach. 

 

Duvall has the most experience at first base among those on the 40-man roster. Kivlehan, Tony Cruz, Sebastian Elizalde and 

Brandon Dixon have gotten time at first in Cactus League play. 

 

Top prospect: Gavin LaValley, 23, went from having power potential to having power in 2017. The former high school offensive 

lineman hit 15 homers in 61 games for high-Class A Daytona (not including a pair of homers in the Florida State League All-Star 

Game) before being promoted to Double-A. He didn't produce the same power in Pensacola, with just three home runs in 67 games 

in the Southern League. 

 



LaValley struck out 67 times in 247 at-bats with the Blue Wahoos while walking just 19 times. 

 

LaValley also plays third base, but was almost exclusively at first base because of Nick Senzel, one of the game's premiere third 

base prospects. 

 

Sleeper: Nick Longhi played just seven games for the Blue Wahoos after a trade brought him into the Reds organization because of 

an elbow injury that required Tommy John surgery. That shouldn't be an issue when it comes to play first base. 

 

He was 6 for 17 before the injury with a home run seven RBI in those seven games for the Blue Wahoos. He has a good approach 

and uses all fields, but doesn't have the power that many covet in a first baseman. 

 

A left-handed thrower and right-handed hitter, Longhi has also played the outfield. 

 

The Reds acquired him from Boston in July for $2.75 million in international bonus pool space. 

 

Others of note: Montrell Marshall has seven home runs and hit .269/.329/.453 in 61 games in 2017, his second year at rookie-level 

Billings. 

 

ESPN.COM 
 

The player from each MLB team who doesn't get talked about enough 

Feb. 28, 2018  10:46 AM ET 

David Schoenfield 

ESPN Senior Writer 

 

OK, enough with Giancarlo Stanton and Shohei Ohtani and J.D. Martinez. Those guys have received enough publicity early in 

spring training. Let’s look at some under-the-radar players, guys who don’t get much publicity but, though they might not be big 

stars, help their teams win baseball games. 

 

American League 

 

Baltimore Orioles: Mychal Givens, RP. Hey, a relief pitcher! (It will be a theme.) The Orioles don’t really have another strong 

candidate, especially with Jonathan Schoop getting some love with his breakout, All-Star performance in 2017. Givens has thrown 

153 1/3 innings the past two seasons with a sub-3.00 ERA, which is something. Do you ever get the feeling Buck Showalter could 

find eight guys at a tryout camp and turn them into a useful bullpen? 

 

Boston Red Sox: Drew Pomeranz, SP. With all the attention given to Chris Sale's Cy Young pursuit and David Price's drama and 

Rick Porcello's struggles, Pomeranz quietly went 17-6 with a 3.32 ERA while fanning 174 in 173 2/3 innings. He’s a free agent after 

2018, and if he posts a third straight strong season, he’s going to become a very rich man. 

 

Chicago White Sox: Nick Delmonico, LF. These are actual strikeout-to-walk ratios of some White Sox hitters in 2017: 162 to 13, 

117 to 19, 111 to 33, 165 to 19. Delmonico, on the other hand, was 31 to 23 in his 166 plate appearances, which was almost Ted 

Williams-esque for this team. So, please, let’s hope he can actually hit. 

 

Cleveland Indians: Dan Otero, RP. His ERAs the past five seasons: 1.38, 2.28, 6.75, 1.53, 2.85. He had 46 bad innings for the A’s in 

2015, which is how the Indians were able to get him for nothing, but at some point, we have to believe he’s the real deal, even 

despite the middling fastball and low strikeout rate. With the departure of Bryan Shaw in free agency, Otero could see a more vital 

role in 2018. 

 

Detroit Tigers: Warwick Saupold, RP. I just wanted to type “Warwick Saupold” at least once this year. It sounds like a name from 

some dystopian novel in which America is attacked by mutant lifeforms and only a baseball player and part-time scientist named 

Warwick Saupold can save the day. Except Saupold isn't American. He’s Australian! (OK, sorry, Tigers fans. How about Shane 

Greene? He could be a good closer this year.) 

 

Houston Astros: Josh Reddick, RF. He got more attention last season for celebrating the AL West title while wearing American Flag 

underwear than for anything he did on the field. The first year of his four-year, $52 million contract was a huge success, however, as 

he hit .314/.363/.484 while playing a solid right field. He has averaged 3.6 WAR per season since 2012. 

 

Kansas City Royals: Whit Merrifield, 2B. I just realized this: Merrifield led the AL with 34 steals. OK, so it was the lowest league-

leading figure in either league since Luis Aparicio led the AL with 31 in 1962. Even so, Merrifield has turned himself into a nice 

player, with 3.9 WAR in 2017 -- not bad for a ninth-round pick who never got any attention as a prospect. 



 

Los Angeles Angels: Martin Maldonado, C. You might be thinking, “a catcher who hit .221 and drove in 38 runs? What kind of list 

is this?” That’s kind of the point. Maldonado's defense is that good. The bat is weak other than an occasional home run, but 

Maldonado was worthy of the Gold Glove he won, throwing out 39 percent of base stealers to go with strong framing metrics. 

 

Minnesota Twins: Jorge Polanco, SS. Polanco’s first full season produced 2.1 WAR and more power than expected, with 46 extra-

base hits. Polanco's strikeout rate was well below the league average, and his defense graded out as average as well (minus-1 

defensive runs saved). He's young enough to get better, especially if you look at his second-half numbers: .293/.359/.511, 10 home 

runs. 

 

Oakland Athletics: Matt Chapman, 3B. He won’t be anonymous for long if he keeps playing defense like Nolan Arenado. His 

rookie season showed some promise in the power category to go with spectacular defense, and if he can clean up the offensive 

approach and improve the OBP (.313 last year), he’s going to make several All-Star teams in his career. 

 

Toronto Blue Jays: J.A. Happ, SP. Over the past three seasons, he's 41-23 with a 3.43 ERA. That's 21st among pitchers with at least 

400 innings, better than Gerrit Cole, Marcus Stroman and Chris Archer. If Happ has another solid season, he’ll pass Mark Loretta in 

career WAR among players from Northwestern. 

 

Seattle Mariners: Mitch Haniger, RF. If you want a good breakout candidate for 2018, check out Haniger. He was hitting .342 in 

late April when he went down with a strained oblique. Later, he was hit in the face by a pitch and went on the DL. But he returned 

in September and hit .353 with seven home runs (though his strikeout-to-walk ratio, strong early in the season, deteriorated to 27-3). 

He is 27 years old and a plus defender in right and was worth 3.0 WAR last season in just 96 games. 

 

Texas Rangers: Alex Claudio, RP. Claudio is an aberration in this day of flame-throwing relievers, a lefty sinkerballer who throws 

an 86 mph fastball. His ground ball rate, however, was over 60 percent the past two seasons, so he gets the job done -- 2.61 ERA the 

past two seasons with just seven home runs allowed in 134 1/3 innings -- with a strikeout rate that even a 1980s closer would blush 

over. 

 

Tampa Bay Rays: Mallex Smith, CF. Think Ender Inciarte skill set. Hey, nobody thought much of Inciarte his first two seasons, 

either. If Smith does turn out to be that valuable -- and he has 2.7 WAR in 497 career plate appearances -- that will soothe the loss 

of Steven Souza. 

 

New York Yankees: Jordan Montgomery, SP. A report the other day said the Yankees were still interested in Lance Lynn. I’m not 

sure why, as Lynn isn’t better than Montgomery, who had a completely under-the-radar rookie season, going 9-7 with a 3.88 ERA 

and solid peripherals. He is a big kid (6-foot-6), has a four-pitch arsenal, throws hard enough for a lefty (92 mph average fastball) 

and finished strong (2.49 ERA in September). There’s zero reason to displace him from the rotation. 

 

National League 

 

Arizona Diamondbacks: Robbie Ray, SP. Yes, another reason to mention Robbie Ray. I feel like his agent owes me a little under-

the-table payment. But he’s really good! He averaged 12.1 K’s per nine innings! If the humidor that is being installed in Arizona 

works to suppress offense, Ray could be a Cy Young contender. 

 

Atlanta Braves: Ender Inciarte, CF. He has won back-to-back Gold Gloves and made the All-Star team last year, so it’s not as 

though he’s being ignored, but this is the kind of player still underrated by the masses. J.D. Martinez is getting a $100 million-plus 

contract, but Inciarte has outperformed him in cumulative WAR the past four seasons, 15.7 to 15.2. 

 

Chicago Cubs: Jose Quintana, SP. Prediction: The best starting pitcher on the Cubs in 2018 will be Quintana, not Yu Darvish or Jon 

Lester or Kyle Hendricks. 

 

Cincinnati Reds: Tucker Barnhart, C. The new Gold Glove voting system is a big improvement over when managers and coaches 

just voted for the same guys every year. Barnhart was a deserving winner in 2017. In the past, the award no doubt would have gone 

to Buster Posey because of his bat or Yadier Molina as a legacy choice. Plus, Barnhart isn't an automatic out at the plate, with a 

.270/.347/.403 line. 

 

Colorado Rockies: Jon Gray, SP. Clayton Kershaw might have trouble keeping his ERA under 4.00 at Coors Field in this home-run-

dominated era, but that’s exactly what Gray did in 2017. Caveat: He made just 20 starts (only eight of them at Coors) after a broken 

foot suffered in his third start. But if he pitches like he did last year over 30 starts, we’re looking at a potential 5-WAR pitcher -- 

with maybe even more upside, given that he has just 58 major league starts. 

 



Los Angeles Dodgers: Ross Stripling, RP. There’s nothing too fancy about Stripling, and though the Dodgers used him almost 

exclusively in relief in 2017, he could start for a lot of teams. You know, maybe the World Series turns out differently if Dave 

Roberts doesn’t bury him at the back of the pen. 

 

Miami Marlins: Derek Dietrich, UT. He has been a terrific bench player the past three seasons, hitting .261/.351/.432 while playing 

second, third and left field. He could be the regular in left field, and if he produces, he probably gets traded. 

 

Milwaukee Brewers: Travis Shaw, 3B. His numbers were less than stellar with the Red Sox in 2016. The Brewers picked him up for 

reliever Tyler Thornburg, and Shaw broke out with .273/.349/.513 season that included 31 home runs, all while caring for his 

daughter, who was born in June with a heart abnormality that required three life-threatening surgeries (she was released from the 

hospital in December). Shaw plays a solid third base, especially impressive for a guy who spent more time in the minors at first 

base, and he hit better on the road, so he didn’t just take advantage of Miller Park. 

 

New York Mets: Jerry Blevins, RP. Every team needs a 6-foot-6, 190-pound LOOGY (left-handed, one-out guy). Blevins has 

carved out a nice career in part because he isn't completely useless against righties, though Terry Collins limited him to just 91 

innings in 148 games the past two seasons. 

 

Philadelphia Phillies: Cesar Hernandez, 2B. Everyone kind of expected the Phillies to trade Hernandez to clear room for prospect 

Scott Kingery, but they didn’t and with good reason: Hernandez is good. He averaged 3.2 WAR the past two seasons, and the 

Phillies might end up keeping him and turning Kingery into a Ben Zobrist-type utility guy. 

 

Pittsburgh Pirates: Josh Bell, 1B. It seems like we waited forever for Bell to arrive, and when he finally played his first full season, 

we kind of ignored it. There were some positive signs, with 26 home runs and solid control of the strike zone without an excessive 

strikeout rate. To get to the next level, Bell will need to hit fewer ground balls (51 percent ground ball rate) and take advantage of 

his natural power. 

 

St. Louis Cardinals: Jose Martinez, 1B/LF. Tommy Pham? You know about Tommy Pham by now. Martinez could always hit -- he 

hit .384 in Triple-A in 2015 -- but became one of those launch-angle guys last season and began clearing the fence with regularity. 

He hit 14 home runs in 272 at-bats as part of a .309/.379/.518 line and at the minimum should start against lefties and serve as a 

strong weapon off the bench. 

 

San Diego Padres: Dinelson Lamet, SP. Hey, they won more games than the Giants, so somebody must be doing something. Lamet 

struck out 139 in 114 1/3 innings as a rookie while holding batters to a .210 average, so it isn't surprising to see that he averaged 95 

mph with his fastball. He’s a fastball/slider guy with below-average control, however, so lefties also slugged .502 off him. If he can 

develop an off-speed pitch, watch out. 

 

San Francisco Giants: Hunter Strickland, RP. Bryce Harper's favorite relief pitcher. Strickland is known largely for giving up bombs 

to Harper in the postseason and then instigating a brawl after throwing at Harper last May. However, he has quietly been the one 

consistent Giants reliever, with a 2.75 ERA the past three seasons. 

 

Washington Nationals: Ryan Madson, RP. Maybe you could go with Anthony Rendon, who led NL position players in FanGraphs 

WAR, but he has two top-six MVP finishes in his career (that’s one more than Bryce Harper), so you can’t say he flies under the 

radar. How about Madson, who has been good for three seasons after missing three seasons after Tommy John surgery and a long 

path to recovery? Between the A’s and Nationals, he was quietly one of the game’s best relievers in 2017: 59 IP, 38 H, 2 HRs, 9 

BB, 67 K's. 

 

 

Ben Revere wondered if he'd get a chance, Reds offered deal 

Feb. 27, 2018  4:15 PM ET 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Outfielder Ben Revere was getting nervous as he worked out on his own, hoping some team would offer a 

deal. The Cincinnati Reds finally brought him aboard with a chance to win a spot as a backup. 

 

Revere was in the glut of veterans who hadn't signed deals when spring training opened. He finally got some interest from the 

Braves, Giants and Reds, who are the closest team to his hometown of Lexington, Kentucky. He signed a minor league deal with 

Cincinnati, ending his uncertainty while many others still wait. 

 

"A bunch of guys are getting nervous, I'll tell you that," Revere said Tuesday. "It is definitely crazy. There are many more out there 

to this day, great players. You could build an All-Star team with the many guys still out there." 

 



Revere will get a chance to win a spot on the bench. The left-handed hitter has played all three outfield positions during his career 

with Minnesota, Philadelphia, Toronto, Washington and the Los Angeles Angels. He made $4 million last season with the Angels, 

batting .275 with one homer and 20 RBIs in 109 games, most of them in left field. 

 

"I've seen him play," manager Bryan Price said. "He isn't a secret. He's a well-versed baseball guy. We have four outfielders with a 

solid footing on the roster. He can offer a component that we may lack -- speed off the bench." 

 

Billy Hamilton, Adam Duvall, Scott Schebler and Jesse Winker are the top four outfielders. Price would like to carry a fifth 

outfielder on the bench. The 29-year-old Revere figured no other team was going to give him a better chance. 

 

"This was the best opportunity to come in and make the ballclub," Revere said. 

 

Revere was working out at home in Kentucky where the weather has been unpredictable, limiting his workouts. 

 

"Every time I tried to get outside and hit, it would rain," he said. "I have a trainer, but I was doing just speed work and agility." 

 

He was happy to be in a major league camp, unlike the other unsigned free agents who are still working out on their own and 

waiting for an offer. 

 

"Eventually guys will find a team," he said. "Situations happen, injuries happen, where you need somebody. I'm definitely glad to be 

here." 

 

Revere's family and friends were delighted that he's getting a shot with Cincinnati, which is less than a two-hour drive from his 

home. 
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Michael Lorenzen gives 8-year-old MLB hopeful pitching tips 

Jake Ryle  

6:32 PM, Feb 27, 2018 

  

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Decked out head-to-toe in Reds gear, 8-year-old Kaden Palmer thought he might get an autograph from his 

favorite player, Michael Lorenzen, during practice Tuesday afternoon. He'd already picked up a signed baseball from Joe Morgan 

and a broken bat from Darnell Sweeney by the time he nervously approached the 6-foot-three-inch pitcher with another baseball and 

pen in hand. 

 

"I want to be a major league pitcher someday," Kaden told Lorenzen. 

 

He got his autograph, naturally, but he also got a surprise: A hands-on pitching lesson from the pro himself.  

 

Lorenzen guided Kaden through his pitching technique -- "I don't throw the ball until my foot hits the ground; my arm is loose, 

loose, loose, and once my foot hits the ground, I throw hard." -- and chatted with him about his major-league ambitions. 

 

His advice: "Let everyone else get distracted while you keep working and keep moving forward." 

 

Kaden said he knows that aspiring players have to work hard to get to the highest level of professional baseball and added he was 

ready to put in the hours.  

 

Lorenzen congratulated him but also reminded him: "Make sure you love the game. I still love the game as much as I do when I was 

your age." 

 

Transactions 
 

02/28/18  

San Diego Padres optioned RHP Miguel Diaz to El Paso Chihuahuas. 

3B Cristian Santana assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

C Daniel Salters assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

1B Ulysses Cantu assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

3B Nolan Jones assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

RF Conner Capel assigned to Cleveland Indians. 



RF Mitch Longo assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

RHP Dustin Hurlbutt assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

CF Steven Linkous roster status changed by Colorado Rockies. 

LF Luke Raley assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

SS Gavin Lux assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

RF Will Benson assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

CF Ka'ai Tom assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

SS Luke Wakamatsu assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

RHP Jean Carlos Mejia assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

LHP Travis Radke assigned to San Diego Padres. 

3B Eguy Rosario assigned to San Diego Padres. 

CF Buddy Reed assigned to San Diego Padres. 

RHP Franco Terrero assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

RHP Yunior Marte assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

2B Brantley Bell assigned to Cincinnati Reds. 

Minnesota Twins signed free agent 1B Logan Morrison. 

LHP Raymond Kerr assigned to Seattle Mariners. 

RF Edgar Corcino assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

CF Tanner English assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

LF Shane Carrier assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

RF Alex Robles assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

1B Zander Wiel assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

Cleveland Indians signed free agent 1B Mike Napoli to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Texas Rangers traded and RHP Domingo Pena to Kansas City Royals. 

C Caleb Hamilton assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

RHP Randy LeBlanc assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

Baltimore Orioles invited non-roster CF Jaycob Brugman to spring training. 

C Jake Lowery assigned to Washington Nationals. 

RHP Tyler Wells assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

RHP Michael King assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP Will Carter assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP Andrew Schwaab assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP Ryan Meisinger assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

RHP Steven Klimek assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

C Roberto Alvarez assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

2B Miles Mastrobuoni assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

LHP McKenzie Mills assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

RHP Touki Toussaint assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

IF Cleuluis Rondon assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

IF Jagger Rusconi assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

IF Brett Netzer assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

3B Travis Blankenhorn assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

Kansas City Royals designated CF Billy Burns for assignment. 

Kansas City Royals signed free agent 1B Lucas Duda. 

  

 


