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Cubs.com 
Maddon's rotation boasts Opening Day cred 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- As manager Joe Maddon was driving to the Cubs' spring complex Wednesday morning, he 
was thinking about his rotation. Three of the Cubs' five pitchers were Opening Day starters last year: Jon 
Lester, Yu Darvish and Jose Quintana. 
 
"We have three guys who have done it -- four guys who among this group could do it sometime in their 
career," Maddon said Wednesday. "[Kyle Hendricks'] time is coming. That's pretty good stuff." 
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The Cubs sorted out their rotation Wednesday and announced the order to open the season. Lester will 
lead off on Opening Day on March 29 against the Marlins, and he'll be followed by Hendricks, Darvish, 
Quintana and Tyler Chatwood. 
 
"We thought this was the right way to roll right now," Maddon said. "Of course, Jonny Lester deserves 
to be [the Opening Day] guy. Kyle, his day will come when he gets that opportunity." 
 
Darvish was the Rangers' Opening Day starter last year, and Quintana did the honors for the White Sox. 
 
On Thursday, Darvish will make his Cubs debut, starting against the Rockies at Sloan Park. What are 
Maddon's expectations for the right-hander? 
 
"Really low," Maddon said. "I know he's really good. When you have guys like that, it's just about track 
record. Health is the biggest worry I have. He's going to pitch really well this year and for the next 
several years, because he's really good. And with good health, you'll continue to see that. Track records 
matter. What guys have done in the past matters much more than Spring Training performance. He 
actually might be a little nervous. I just want to make sure he's healthy." 
 
Darvish, 31, who is coming off a season in which he was 10-12 with a 3.86 ERA in 31 starts with the 
Rangers and Dodgers, may only throw one inning Thursday. Lester threw 31 pitches on Tuesday against 
the White Sox in his first outing and Hendricks started on Wednesday. 
 
"Whatever they want," Maddon said. "I'm not of the babying ilk. If these guys feel good about it, [fine]. 
They've been throwing, they've been throwing, they've been throwing, they've been throwing so much." 
 
Darvish replaces Jake Arrieta in the Cubs' rotation. What does he bring? 
 
"Hopefully, between 15 and 20 wins," Maddon quipped. "That always makes the clubhouse feel good. 
When a guy's that good, you anticipate some good numbers. He goes out there and plays like he's 
capable of playing, that will speak very loudly." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Healthy, prepared Hendricks in right spot 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Kyle Hendricks has never been an Opening Day starter, not even for his Dartmouth team. 
He's very happy to be slotted second in the Cubs' 2018 rotation between Jon Lester and Yu Darvish. 
 
"If that's happening, it means the goals I've set for myself are coming true," Hendricks said Wednesday. 
"I'm putting in the work, the results are coming, but I'm so lucky to be in this system and have these 
guys around." 
 
Of course, Hendricks, who made his first Cactus League appearance Wednesday and pitched two innings 
against the Athletics, did start Game 7 of the 2016 World Series and Game 1 of last year's National 
League Division Series against the Nationals. 
 
"Let's get another World Series -- who cares about the first game?" Hendricks said laughing. "I'll take the 
last game. Always." 
 



 

The good news is that this spring, Hendricks feels as good as he did in '16. Cubs pitchers learned a lot 
about how to prepare for the next season after winning a World Series and getting off to a sluggish start 
last year. 
 
"Having such a high on Nov. 1 [in 2016], and coming off of that, you have all the media stuff, and it feels 
like you have no offseason and all of a sudden you're back in Spring Training," Hendricks said. "It feels 
like you haven't left baseball, but you're not playing Game 7 anymore. Then it's Game 1 of the season. 
Just to keep that killer instinct from day one to the end is something we had to learn." 
 
It helps that he's healthy. Last year, Hendricks was sidelined with a sore right hand that the Cubs feel 
was from too many reps on the side. 
 
"It made sense with me because at that point in the year, my mechanics weren't solid, so my reps were 
getting higher because I was trying to find it," Hendricks said. 
 
This year, he'll be more careful between starts. On Wednesday, he retired the first two batters he faced, 
and the A's Jed Lowrie reached on an error by center fielder Albert Almora Jr. Khris Davis then launched 
a 3-2 fastball onto the left-field berm for his first spring homer and a 2-0 lead. The Cubs answered in the 
first as Chris Gimenez hit a two-run single and Efren Navarro added a two-run double in the 7-5 win. 
 
• Injury update: Third baseman Kris Bryant, who has not been in camp since Monday because of an 
illness, was feeling better but not ready to play yet. 
 
"He's still a little washed out, but feeling a lot better," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "He just needs to 
start eating; that's what he told me. He just needs to eat to get his strength level back up. I told him, 
'Please don't rush it.' I said, 'A couple of years ago, you may have felt compelled to rush it. Just take your 
time, eat and make sure you feel well.'" 
 
Ben Zobrist, who has been battling back issues since arriving in Arizona, has been taking batting practice 
and could get into a game early next week. 
 
• New Nationals manager and former Cubs bench coach Dave Martinez brought camels to camp on 
Wednesday. After all, it's hump day. 
 
"I was very proud of him; very well done," Maddon said. "You would think we would've done that by 
now, being in the desert." 
 
Maddon says he once had an ostrich in Angels camp, and the Cubs have had a series of critters, including 
baby bear cubs, a cheetah, penguins and sloths. 
 
"It's always good to get animals involved in baseball," Maddon said smiling. 
 
He wasn't surprised that his former bench coach was so inspired. 
 
"Davey processes the day pretty well, too, and doesn't get hung up on the minutiae," Maddon said. 
 
Can the Cubs top that? 
 
"I don't know if you can top a camel" Maddon said. "An elephant? Do you have to get something 
bigger?." 
 



 

• On Saturday, Maddon and participating players will get their heads shaved to support pediatric cancer 
research at the fourth annual Respect Bald Event. The event will be held near Field 1 next to Sloan Park, 
starting at 11 a.m. MST. 
 
A select number of fans can participate by donating $100 to get their heads shaved alongside the 
players and receive an official "Respect Bald" T-shirt. Fans interested can register on-site on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
 
Cubs Charities will donate net proceeds to Maddon's Respect 90 Foundation to help support pediatric 
cancer research and programs. 
 
• Camp battles: Almora led off Wednesday and went 0-for-3 to remain hitless this spring. Almora and 
Ian Happ have been splitting the leadoff duties so far. Happ is batting .571 in three games, with two 
leadoff home runs. 
 
• Up next: Yu Darvish will make his debut for the Cubs on Thursday when they play host to the Rockies 
at Sloan Park in Mesa at 2:05 p.m. CT. The right-hander was 10-12 with a 3.86 ERA last season in 31 
starts for the Rangers and Dodgers. Thursday's game can be listened to exclusively on Cubs.com. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez's knack for gems stems from early age 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- How does Javier Baez do it? How did the Cubs second baseman learn to leap and pivot 
and spin and dive and make the great acrobatic plays that he does? A lot of it has to do with how he 
grew up in Puerto Rico. 
 
"I think it's life -- what you go through, where you come from," Baez said. "It was perfect all day in 
Puerto Rico, and we'd be riding bikes, jumping this way, that way. That's the way I grew up -- I grew up 
on the streets, and not in a bad way on the streets. My whole neighborhood had a lot of kids, and we 
used to play all day. We had a baseball field, we had a basketball court. We had so much fun. That's 
what you learn to do." 
 
He didn't have the most pristine fields to play on, but that may have helped him. The rough terrain 
created crazy bounces, and Baez had to be ready for anything. 
 
"That's how you get better," he said. "I went through it. In Puerto Rico, we don't have the best fields, 
but we don't have the worst ones either. In Jacksonville, [Fla.], I was at a private school, and we had a 
softball field that nobody used and the infield was kind of messed up and that's where we used to take 
ground balls, and the ball jumped everywhere. You get used to following the ball everywhere. When you 
go to a good field that's flat, it's easier." 
 
It's not as if Baez or Cubs shortstop Addison Russell practice making Cirque du Soleil-style plays, 
although Russell admits he does do flips on a trampoline to get used to being airborne. 
 
"Some of the more acrobatic plays, it's just habit," Russell said. "The ball takes us in certain positions 
and we have to get in position to get the ball to make an out. We'll try to angle our body or twist our 
body or get to our feet as fast as we can. In Javy's case, he doesn't need to get to his feet sometimes to 
get in a good position to let go of the ball and deliver a good strong throw. 



 

 
"He's not afraid to make a mistake. He's athletic in the way he plays. You can't teach that." 
 
This spring, Baez, 25, started his video highlight reel early, making a pair of impressive plays in the Cubs' 
home opener Saturday against the Rangers. When Russell was injured last season, he had a front-row 
seat to watch Baez put on a show at shortstop. 
 
"Seeing him progress, you know that stuff's in there," Russell said. "It's just a matter of when are you 
going to see it. It's a fantastic thing to see. Some of the plays he made last year, I'm in awe." 
 
Apparently, a comment by manager Joe Maddon to Baez last year had quite the impact. 
 
"What I talked to him about was when he had to play shortstop, please make the routine play routinely 
and permit your athleticism to play," Maddon said. "When the play requires craziness, you're there, you 
can do that. But the straight-up ground ball, three-hopper to shortstop, come get the ball, play through 
it, make an accurate throw in a routine manner. Apparently that stuck." 
 
Russell follows that mantra, too. 
 
"You get in a rhythm of nailing those down and then you're a consistent big leaguer, and that's what we 
all strive to do is be consistent in the big leagues," Russell said. 
 
Baez has grown not just as a ballplayer but as a person. He returned to Puerto Rico this offseason to try 
to help his homeland recover from the devastating hurricanes last fall. He took part in a charity home 
run derby organized by Cardinals catcher Yadi Molina. 
 
"We're the type of people, it doesn't matter the situation we've been through," Baez said. "We're 
always fighting, we're always fighting to get out of it. The Puerto Rican attitude is, 'Don't go in reverse -- 
just go forward.' It's been really hard there, but at the same time, the people who are still in Puerto Rico, 
they want to progress, they want to get better. 
 
"There are a lot of people who lost everything. The little help that I did over there, it was huge for them 
and for my family. We've just been going through it, and my heart is with them all the time." 
 
This will be a big year for Baez, no matter what happens with the Cubs. Baez and his girlfriend, Irmarie, 
who he first met in high school, are expecting a baby boy. The infielder already has a baby-sized glove 
and Cubs cap. 
 
"I'm really excited," Baez said. "I've been with [Irmarie] for a long time. We've got a great connection 
and being a dad, I'm really excited. I'm ready for it." 
 
Their due date is July 10, a week before the All-Star Game. Wouldn't that be a nice baby gift? 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Glove Day brings back memories for Cubs 
By Carrie Muskat 
 



 

MESA, Ariz. -- Cubs outfielder Kyle Schwarber has a box at home stuffed with about 30 of his gloves. He 
can't part with them. If you picked one randomly out of the box, Schwarber says he could tell you when 
he wore it. His glove from his college days on the Indiana team is in there. 
 
"I'm a big glove hoarder," Schwarber said. "If I have gloves, I like to hoard them. If you get that 
connection, it's hard to let it go. Any glove I get, I keep." 
 
On Wednesday, Schwarber and several other Cubs players got new gloves courtesy of Wilson Sporting 
Goods, which made a stop at Cubs camp. 
 
Jon Lester received his own Game Model (GM) glove, joining a select group of players such as Dustin 
Pedroia, Mookie Betts, Jose Altuve and Carlos Correa to receive that honor. Fans will be able to 
purchase a Lester model, and a portion of the proceeds will go toward his NVRQT Foundation. 
 
Other Cubs who use Wilson gloves include Willson Contreras, Tommy La Stella, Anthony Bass, Oscar De 
La Cruz, Alec Mills, Mike Montgomery, Randy Rosario, Duane Underwood, Justin Wilson and Rob 
Zastryzny. 
 
"I remember [my first Wilson glove] -- they let me pick one out of a bag and I thought it was the coolest 
thing in the world," Zastryzny said. "I still think it's pretty cool when they show up and they're like, 'Here, 
take a glove.'" 
 
Most kids remember their first gloves. Zastryzny does. 
 
"My first glove was a two-way glove," Zastryzny said. "It was red and my brother's was blue because my 
parents had no idea what hand we were. I threw right-handed. After a couple months of doing that, 
what I've been told is I switched because my brother was right-handed and I wanted to be the other 
hand and the glove was reverseable. That's what switched me to being a left-handed pitcher." 
 
Each year, Zastryzny gives his glove away to someone who needs a left-handed glove. However, he kept 
his glove from the Cubs' 2016 World Series championship season. 
 
"If I have a really good year, like the one from '16, that one is sitting at home," Zastryzny said. "I'll do 
something special with that one." 
 
Contreras said it's like Christmas when the Wilson glove reps arrive. 
 
"We usually have two or three gloves, and one of those is the gamer," Contreras said. "You take care of 
your gamer glove like a baby, like a little baby. The other two, you take for practice or catch extra 
bullpens. The gamer glove is a baby." 
 
Contreras would like to someday be recognized as the top defensive catcher in the game. 
 
"Someday, if I get to win a Gold Glove, I might ask [Wilson] to put an extra 'L' in Wilson," Contreras said, 
smiling. "For right now, it'll stay like that." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
How Yu Darvish went from having Cubs on his no-trade list to pitching for them 
By Jesse Rogers 



 

 
MESA, Ariz. -- A year ago at this time, the thought of right-hander Yu Darvish pitching for the Chicago 
Cubs -- as he will for the first time in spring training on Thursday -- was a pipe dream. 
 
It was shortly after the Cubs won the World Series in 2016 that Darvish and his agents added the Cubs, 
as well as their World Series opponent, the Cleveland Indians, to the list of teams the pitcher didn’t want 
to be traded to. But the decision wasn’t a slight to the Cubs: Darvish simply didn’t want to be dealt away 
from the Texas Rangers, and he thought Chicago and Cleveland were two franchises likely to try to make 
a move for him. 
 
It was his free-agent-audition year in 2017, and he figured he would play one more season for the 
Rangers and then entertain offers. When the Los Angeles Dodgers provided a chance at a World Series 
ring just before the trade deadline, Darvish changed his mind and became open to a trade. Going to Los 
Angeles didn’t change his stance on free agency, though, so he listened when the Cubs came calling. 
 
“It was the very first team I had a meeting with,” Darvish said through his interpreter at Cubs camp. 
“They were very serious about acquiring me. My agents told me how great the team is and how the fans 
are first-class. Just the whole environment is first-class.” 
 
The Cubs’ pursuit of Darvish picked up after the winter meetings, as the front office realized an 
opportunity was at hand. With teams such as the Dodgers and New York Yankees slashing payroll 
instead of adding it, the Cubs thought they could get Darvish at a lower price than they'd previously 
envisioned. A face-to-face meeting in Dallas proved to be the key moment between the sides. 
 
“As far as I can tell, he went into this process with a really open-minded, intelligent approach,” Cubs 
president Theo Epstein said this week. “He wanted to get to know people and learn as much as 
possible.” 
 
Coincidentally, the Cubs weren’t far removed from selling their team to another Japanese pitcher, 
Shohei Ohtani, who ultimately chose the Los Angeles Angels. But the negotiations with Darvish had a 
different feel than the Ohtani pitch. 
 
“Largely baseball-centric,” Epstein said in describing the pitch to Darvish. “We wanted to show him how 
we get our pitchers ready and how we put them in a position to succeed and our track record of doing 
that and the approach we would take with him. Another focus was just the culture here and how we 
make the players the most important people in the organization.” 
 
When things were going well in the meeting, Epstein lightened the mood by pulling out the 150-page 
brochure the team put together for the Ohtani meeting. As a joke, Epstein put masking tape over 
Ohtani’s name on the cover and wrote "Darvish." The gag went over well, with Darvish getting to read 
about the organization from the same pages Ohtani did. 
 
Darvish got back at Epstein for the gag a little this week with his deadpan answer to the question of why 
the Cubs were on his no-trade list last season. 
 
“Because I never really liked Theo Epstein,” Darvish joked with a straight face. 
 
Even though the reality was that the no-trade-list decision was a player-agent chess move, that 
comment is a good indication of a sense of humor that those close to Darvish describe as sarcastic and 
dry. 
 



 

Communication between both sides helped make the pitcher feel comfortable enough to join the Cubs 
without visiting Chicago before signing. 
 
“Only during the season I’ve been there,” Darvish said. “I didn’t need to go in the offseason. I have an 
idea what Chicago is like. They were really frequent with communicating. There were no gaps or 
anything. They were very approachable.” 
 
The back-and-forth included emails directly from Cubs brass to Darvish, who stayed involved to the very 
end. 
 
Once the Cubs were able to add a sixth year to spread out the annual salary, the sides came to an 
agreement, and the once-impossible thought of "Darvish" on the back of a Cubs jersey became a reality. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
After 'whirlwind' 2017 where things didn't go as planned, Justin Wilson is confident heading into a new 
season with the Cubs 
By Dan Santaromita 
 
For Justin Wilson, the offseason was a little bit longer than it was for his Cubs teammates. 
 
Wilson went from trade deadline addition to being left off the NLCS roster. The reliever made one 
appearance in the NLDS, the last two outs in the Nationals’ ninth in Game 4 with the game practically 
decided with the Nationals up five runs in Wrigley, and was then replaced on the roster by Hector 
Rondon for the NLCS against the Dodgers. 
 
“It kind of sucked at first. You go home and there’s still baseball on TV so that sucks," Wilson said in a 
one-on-one interview with NBC Sports Chicago’s Kelly Crull. "I was happy to come over to the Cubs. 
Clearly it didn’t go as I wanted it, but it’s a great organization and it’s a really good ball club so I’m 
excited for a little fresh start this year.” 
 
Wilson had an ERA north of five in 23 appearances with the Cubs and walked 19 in 17 2/3 innings. 
Before joining the North Siders, Wilson had a 2.48 ERA with the Detroit Tigers and walked 16 in 40 1/3 
innings. 
 
Whatever it was, things weren’t working for Wilson with the Cubs. 
 
“Since I came over it just never felt the same,” Wilson said. “The ball wasn’t coming out the same. I 
clearly wasn’t throwing enough strikes and then, you know, competitors start making changes to 
compete and get back out there. I made little tweaks here and there and just never found my way. I 
threw the ball better towards the end, but it still wasn’t the same.” 
 
Wilson said he feels great now and has focused on getting back to what he does best this spring. He 
believes part of the reason for his renewed confidence is simply comfort. 
 
“It was kind of a whirlwind last year, especially going into a team that’s very good and in the race, you 
want to do so well,” Wilson said. “I probably added some pressure to myself. Getting here, getting into 
camp and kind of slowing moving into things, moving into the season, it’s a little more comfortable.” 
 



 

With a new pitching coach in Jim Hickey, Wilson has a new set of eyes to figure out how to get him back 
on track. One of the things Wilson noticed about Hickey is how much he preaches the change up. 
 
“I came into camp learning one and continue to throw it,” Wilson said of his change up. “I think it will be 
a big pitch for me and a big pitch for a lot of us.” 
 
The Cubs have revamped the bullpen this year, but Wilson thinks he can still play a key role. The 30-
year-old lefty believes the key is moving past his forgettable few months last season. 
 
“As a reliever you got to be able to flush it because you’re most likely in there the next day or the day 
after that so the quicker you can do away with it, flush it, learn from it, try to correct it, the faster you’ll 
get back on track,” he said. “You got to have I guess a little bit of a thick skin, but you also, like I said, 
have to be able to have a clear mind when you come to the field the next day.” 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Who will bat leadoff for Cubs? A look at the candidates — and if it really even matters 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
On a team with few holes and championship expectations, who hits leadoff for the Cubs has become a 
prominent conversation. 
 
You don't need to go back too far to discover that not having a prototypical leadoff hitter doesn't mean 
much of anything. After all, the Cubs lost Dexter Fowler, couldn't find anyone to consistently hit leadoff 
and still scored 822 runs, the second most in the National League. 
 
But a new season and no additions to the lineup that put the leadoff conversation to rest means it's a 
talking point yet again. So who will hit leadoff for the Cubs in 2018? 
 
"There’s very few real, legitimate No. 1 hitters out there these days, and when you find one, you like to 
hold on to it," Joe Maddon said earlier in spring training. "I think a lot of teams, they’ll put different guys 
up there. It’s almost like having a closer. If you don’t have a legitimate closer, it’s still OK to work the 
ninth inning in other ways. If you don’t have a prototypical leadoff hitter, you can work it in other ways. 
I’m fine with that. 
 
"I think we scored a lot of runs last year. We were fine with that. The conversation is what it is. I’m very 
comfortable with moving that around based on guys who get on base often. That’s the whole point. And 
when you can combine that with a guy that has a high on-base and then he hits homers, too, that’s even 
more attractive. We have a lot of guys who are capable. We’ll let it play out, you’ll see a lot of guys in 
the one hole throughout spring training. But I know by the time the season arrives, whoever we have 
hitting there, I’ll be happy with that." 
 
Of course, there's room for improvement. Last season, only the bottom two spots in the lineup 
produced lower numbers than the leadoff hole, with the Cubs slashing .246/.324/.422 at the top of the 
order. Getting better there means being an even better team, all important when the expectations are 
World Series or bust. 
 
But whether it matters a lot or a little, here's a list of candidates for the job. 
 
Anthony Rizzo 



 

 
Remember when Rizzo dubbed himself, jokingly of course, "the greatest leadoff hitter of all-time?" 
Albert Almora Jr. does. 
 
"We have the best leadoff guy in the game with Rizzo," Albert Almora Jr. said earlier in spring training. 
"Five home runs in three days it felt like." 
 
It was pretty impressive. All in all, Rizzo's 14 games batting leadoff yielded 15 hits, five homers, two 
doubles, a triple, 12 RBIs, 11 runs scored and six walks in 59 plate appearances. 
 
"I said, ‘If I’m going to lead off this year, you’ve got to teach me.’ He said, ‘I am the best leadoff hitter in 
the world.’ ‘All right, you do it then.'" 
 
Anthony, what do you say? 
 
"No." 
 
Well, that settles that. 
 
Kyle Schwarber 
 
Schwarber, as I'm sure no one has forgotten, was the Cubs' leadoff guy out of the gates last spring. It's 
not that he wasn't suited for it — he is really good at getting on base — but he really didn't succeed 
there. That Maddon decision didn't sit well with many fans, and it didn't look like a good idea at all when 
Schwarber was sent down to Triple-A for a spell in the middle of the campaign. 
 
The slimmed-down Schwarber figures to be much better this year — and even in what was considered a 
disastrous 2017, he still hit 30 home runs — but the leadoff spot might not be the place for him. 
 
Kyle, will you be batting leadoff again? 
 
"Ask the manager," he said. "I think we’re all ears to that, and whatever he writes in there we’re all 
going to do." 
 
Ben Zobrist 
 
Because the Cubs don't have a prototypical leadoff hitter, Zobrist's name comes up. And he's fine with 
it, fitting the bill somewhat as a guy who gets on base and could set the table ahead of boppers like Kris 
Bryant and Rizzo. 
 
"He’s definitely in the mix to do that," Maddon said of Zobrist. "He always works a good at-bat. I’ve 
always been comfortable with that, he’s done it in the past, so he’s capable. We haven’t decided that, 
but yes, of course he’s a candidate to do that." 
 
"I know I can do it, but I have no idea," Zobrist said. "We have other guys that can do it, too. It’s not an 
easy position to hit in, I can say that. It takes a little bit of experience and practice to do it and be good 
at it, and some guys are more comfortable there than others. It hasn’t been one of my most comfortable 
spots to hit in over the course of my career, but I know I can do it if it comes to that." 
 
That's the thing, though: Zobrist hasn't necessarily had great success out of the leadoff spot in his 
career. In fact, it's perhaps the worst spot, statistically, in his career to hit. His slash line in 887 career 



 

plate appearances at the top of the lineup is .241/.330/.389. Only batting ninth does he have lower 
career averages in all three of those categories. Last season, those numbers were kind of flipped during 
what was statistically the worst season of his career. He slashed .253/.330/.438 in 182 plate 
appearances leading off in 2017, so Maddon might be looking at Zobrist as a candidate from the "what 
have you done for me lately" perspective. 
 
But then there's the question of how often Zobrist will even be in the lineup. Coming off that down 2017 
and as his age continues to advance, Zobrist's playing time might take a hit in favor of younger guys like 
Almora, Ian Happ and Javy Baez. Plus, despite much talk of how great he's feeling after an injury-plagued 
2017, Zobrist has been out of action through much of spring training with a back issue. 
 
Kris Bryant 
 
This one's kind of an off-the-wall suggestion, but one that's been talked about during the offseason. If 
Maddon's looking for a guy with great on-base skills, look no further than Bryant, who followed up the 
.385 on-base percentage of his MVP season with a .409 on-base percentage in 2017, good for fourth in 
the National League and seventh in baseball. 
 
This doesn't seem likely, with Bryant seemingly entrenched in the two-hole, where he hit in all but 41 of 
his 151 games last season. But Maddon got creative with Rizzo last season, so maybe Bryant is an option 
should the leadoff spot become a real issue at some point during 2018. 
 
Ian Happ and Albert Almora Jr. 
 
Happ and Almora are getting leadoff love in the early days of Cactus League play. Happ already has a 
pair of homers out of the leadoff spot, including one off Madison Bumgarner. Given that that could be a 
center field platoon this season, platooning those two in the leadoff spot might end up being the way 
Maddon goes. 
 
Last year, Almora dominated against left-handed pitchers, slashing .342/.411/.486 in his 125 plate 
appearances. Against righties, he slashed .271/.291/.420. 
 
Last year, Happ had a better on-base percentage and slugging percentage against righties, slashing 
.243/.334/.529. He had a better batting average against lefties, slashing .276/.313/.476. Nineteen of his 
24 rookie homers came against right-handers. 
 
A platoon between the two makes a lot of sense, though even if they spent the majority of the time at 
the top of the order, the way Maddon mixes and matches his lineups on a daily basis means it would not 
be at all surprising to see a whole host of different guys up there. 
 
"I’ll do whatever they tell me to. I have enough confidence in myself where I can hit anywhere or play 
anywhere, it doesn’t really matter," Almora said. "I know Joe will take care of that, and I’ll just put my 
head down and play. 
 
"We’re going to be great, we’re going to be fine. Anyone can hit leadoff, it doesn’t matter. We’re going 
to find ways to drive in runs and be the best team out there." 
 
They did it without a prototypical leadoff man in 2017. Why should 2018 be any different? 
 
-- 
 



 

NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs announce how super rotation will line up to start regular season 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
A day after announcing that Jon Lester will get the start in the season opener, the Cubs made known the 
rest of the order for the starting pitchers in their super rotation. 
 
After Lester takes the hill against the Miami Marlins to start the 2018 regular season, the Cubs rotation 
will go like this: Kyle Hendricks, Yu Darvish and Jose Quintana in the second, third and fourth games of 
that season-opening series against the Fish, then Tyler Chatwood to start the two-game set with the 
Cincinnati Reds before things turn back over to Lester. 
  
For those following along at home, it also looks like it will be Lester's turn when the Cubs play their first 
game at Wrigley Field, on April 9 against the Pittsburgh Pirates. The Cubs start the season with a 10-
game road trip through Miami, Cincinnati and Milwaukee. 
 
Lester's Opening Day start will be his third in his four seasons since joining the Cubs. After a 4.33 ERA 
last season, he'll look to put up numbers closer to what he did in 2016, when he was the National 
League Cy Young runner up thanks to a 2.44 ERA, a 19-5 record and 197 strikeouts. 
 
Hendricks could very well be the best pitcher in this crazy good rotation. Despite some time on the 
disabled list last season, he finished the regular season with a 3.03 ERA, the lowest among Cubs starters. 
 
Darvish is the big-ticket addition to the Cubs that solidified their World-Series-or-bust expectations for 
2018. The four-time All Star dominated the Cubs in last postseason's NL Championship Series before 
signing a lucrative deal right before the start of spring training. 
 
Quintana has somehow managed to fly under the radar despite excellent numbers throughout his 
career. His ERA was up a bit last season, but in his first five big league campaigns with the White Sox he 
turned in a cumulative 3.41 ERA. 
 
Another offseason addition, Chatwood might be baseball's best No. 5 starter. Though he led the NL with 
15 losses and fell prey to the Coors Field effect last year with the Colorado Rockies, the pressure should 
be off with so many high-profile arms in this rotation. 
 
All in all, it's shaping up to be one of the game's best rotations — if not the best. Will it be even better 
than the Cubs' rotations of recent vintage, ones that had a Cy Young winner in Jake Arrieta? 
 
"We’ve had good ones," manager Joe Maddon said earlier during spring training, "and I think this one 
has a chance, this one through five has a chance to exceed what’s happened over the last three years." 
 
But Lester cautioned that just because things look promising now doesn't mean it's an automatic trip to 
the Fall Classic. 
 
"I think everybody looks good on paper," Lester said. "With all these projections and computer 
programs now that people spit out about what you’re going to do that season, yeah it looks great. But 
we’ve still got to show up and pitch, we’ve still got to do our job. 
 
"I’m excited about it. It’s a good group, and hopefully we’re able to get going earlier this year on that 
roll." 
 



 

-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Ian Happ happy now after learning to adjust to the Cubs on the fly last May 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Ian Happ wasn’t projected to reach the major leagues until the latter part of the 2017 season, so it was 
understandable if he was a little guarded in acclimating among his more seasoned teammates. 
 
Now, in the first few weeks of spring training, a more comfortable Happ is exhibiting notably fearless 
and confident play. He seems a fit on a team determined to regain the World Series title it relinquished 
in 2017. 
 
“I’m definitely more relaxed,” Happ said. “It’s spring training, knowing you have a spot (on the opening 
day roster), and these are the guys you were with all of last year. I came in (last May) and didn’t know 
many of the guys. They had just come off a great season. It was a little different as a newcomer trying to 
know everyone. 
 
“But this spring, all my buddies are back in the clubhouse and adding a year of experience with these 
guys it’s great being a part of this group.” 
 
Entering the offseason, it appeared Happ, 23, might not return as the Cubs sought starting pitcher 
through trades and free agency. But when the trade market moved slowly and the offers for the ninth 
overall pick of the 2015 draft weren’t deemed fair value, the Cubs elected to retain their young core that 
included the versatile Happ. 
 
And Happ, who hit 24 home runs in 115 games last season, has welcomed the opportunity to bat leadoff 
as well as play center field despite limited experience. 
 
“As long as you’re in the lineup, helping the club, that’s all that matters,” said Happ, who is 4-for-7 with 
two home runs in early spring games. 
 
It also didn’t hurt that Happ and his brother Chris, a former player at Duquesne, decided to move two 
years ago from their native Pittsburgh to Austin, Texas, to take advantage of the more favorable 
weather in the offseason to work out at the University of Texas. He worked out with a group of fellow 
professional players as well as spent time with former Cubs teammates and fellow residents John Lackey 
and Jake Arrieta. 
 
“We needed to be in the South,” Happ said. “We got some good weather. To be able to be outside for 
training and play on a field and take ground balls, get out and run around has been advantageous.” 
 
Happ’s determination has been evident from the time he reported to short-season Class A Eugene after 
signing. 
 
Jaron Madison, the Cubs’ director of player development, recalled in January how he instructed Eugene 
manager Gary Van Tol to play Happ exclusively in the outfield. 
 
But Happ told Madison and Van Tol in separate conversations that he was playing only second base. 
 
“That’s just Ian’s determination,” Madison said. “He’s worked his (rear) off and has done a great job in 
turning himself into a big-league second baseman who also can play the outfield.” 



 

 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon admitted last spring he wasn’t sure Happ could play second base, but he has 
marveled at his ability to adjust to center field. 
 
“We have these big ballparks (in spring training) where you can run balls down,” Happ said. “It’s 
different at Wrigley, where the park is smaller and you’re playing closer to the wall so you don’t have a 
chance to go back that much. 
 
“But it’s a great experience. I’m learning a lot from (coach) Will Venable and continue to pick guys’ 
brains and learn from them.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs want Yu Darvish to ease into his role in the rotation 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
In the eyes of manager Joe Maddon, newcomer Yu Darvish has acclimated himself to the Cubs culture so 
quickly that his curiosity is “really low” as Darvish makes his spring training debut Thursday against the 
Rockies. 
 
So what else could Darvish bring to the Cubs? 
 
“Hopefully between 15 to 20 wins,” Maddon said jokingly Wednesday. “That always makes the 
clubhouse feel good. If he goes out there and (pitches) like he’s capable of, that will speak loudly.” 
 
Darvish won’t make his Cubs regular-season debut until the third game against the Marlins in Miami, 
with Kyle Hendricks getting the nod for the second game after Jon Lester in the opener. Left-hander Jose 
Quintana and Tyler Chatwood will round out the rotation for the first five games. 
 
“I think it’s good to put Yu in the three hole,” Maddon said. “Let him just chill a bit and work his way into 
it.” 
 
Maddon said he and his staff looked at the entire first month after Lester’s first start before scripting the 
rotation. At any rate, Hendricks, Darvish and fellow right-hander Chatwood are lined up to face the 
right-handed hitting Brewers during a four-game series April 5-8 at Miller Park. 
 
“It means a lot for me,” Hendricks said of his Game 2 assignment after pitching two innings Wednesday 
in his spring debut against the Athletics. “I never look at those things. Those aren’t goals for me. But if 
that’s happening, that means that goals I’ve set for myself are coming through. 
 
“I’m so lucky to be in this system. I wouldn’t be at this level without everything around me.” 
 
Hendricks found some amusement in not having the distinction of an opening day assignment, 
something Lester, Darvish and Quintana had in 2017. 
 
“Just get another World Series (Game 7 assignment),” Hendricks chuckled. “Who cares about the first 
game? 
 
“I’ll take the last game, always.” 
 



 

Hendricks started Games 1 and 5 of the 2017 National League Division Series and was appreciative of 
encouraging words from Lester, who endorsed his selection to start that first game. 
 
Extra innings: Third baseman Kris Bryant missed his third consecutive start but played catch during the 
Cubs’ pre-game workout. Maddon told Bryant to regain his strength after feeling ill. … The Cubs won’t 
face 23-year-old sensation Shohei Ohtani when they play the Angels on Friday. Ohtani, whom the Cubs 
were unsuccessful in recruiting from Japan, will pitch in a B game against the Brewers. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Anthony Rizzo ready to do whatever is asked of him, whether it’s by Cubs or his hometown 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Normalcy has returned to Cubs camp for Anthony Rizzo, who two weeks ago left Arizona to be with his 
family and the Parkland, Fla., community following the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School. 
 
It’s the way Rizzo wants it to be, the way it should be. 
 
Being perhaps the most prominent alumnus of the high school, Rizzo knows he’s going to be asked 
about the shooting and its aftermath. 
 
He has talked with some of the students and supports them in speaking out but doesn’t feel the need to 
become a spokesman himself. Rizzo’s first obligation is to the Cubs, and he’ll do whatever he can to help 
in Parkland’s recovery in his off time. 
 
As he prepares for the 2018 season, Rizzo would prefer to talk about baseball rather than Parkland, but 
he understands the situation. 
 
“Being able to talk to you or other reporters about what happened at Douglas is nice because it’s such 
an important subject,” Rizzo said Tuesday at Sloan Park. “But this is what I love to do. 
 
“Playing baseball is obviously what I want to talk about and express myself about most. At the same 
time, there’s a fine balance now with what happened in my hometown.” 
 
Rizzo has been criticized for staying out of the gun-control debate, preferring to keep out of the 
“politics” of it. That’s his prerogative. He has strong feelings on the subject but doesn’t feel the need to 
address them publicly and become a target on social media or in the news. 
 
Supporting the community, as he did by delivering a heartfelt, emotional speech at a vigil in Parkland 
the night after the tragedy, is and always will be Rizzo’s priority. 
 
“What he just did, he’ll never be the same,” manager Joe Maddon said of Rizzo’s speech at the vigil. 
adding: “I mean, the maturity level — what he just did, a lot of us can’t do that.” 
 
The Cubs know Rizzo will remain active in supporting the Parkland community. He and his foundation 
have been helping raise money for families of victims, getting autographed items from teammates and 
other players and spreading the word on social media. 
 



 

No one seems worried that it will affect his focus for the season. The Cubs open against the Marlins on 
March 29 in Miami, and Rizzo said he’s excited about going home, where he’ll be bombarded with 
requests for his time. 
 
“I think ‘Riz’ can handle it,” Cubs President Theo Epstein said. “You’re talking about a human being who 
stops at a children’s hospital oncology unit on the way to a game, and no one else knows about it, just to 
make an impact on kids and make a difference. 
 
“Then he shows up (at Wrigley) and hits a couple (of) homers. He’s pretty good at compartmentalizing. I 
think being home for him will be really emotional. 
 
“He’s never going to forget where he’s from or forget those kids or turn his back on them. He’s going to 
continue to do his best to stay engaged and involved. But he also knows how to get engaged in the grind 
of the season and be professional.” 
 
The Cubs have plenty of work to do before then, and Rizzo wants to have some fun along the way. This 
camp has been low key by recent standards. 
 
Has this team grown up to the point it doesn’t need the goofy skits before workouts? Rizzo said it’s just 
an evolution for this group, many of whom have been together since 2015. 
 
“Guys are doing a really good job of holding everyone accountable and being their own police 
department, knowing what they do to get ready,” he said. “We have that environment of comfort, 
which is good, but we push each other to be uncomfortable. I’ve been really happy with the way things 
are going.” 
 
The 2017 season ended in disappointment. But looking back, Rizzo said it was “a great year” coming off 
the championship run. 
 
“It depends on how you look at it,” he said. “We came out and won the division again, we grinded 
through a crazy Game 5 (of the NL Division Series) against a very good Nationals team, and it shows the 
kind of guys we have here. 
 
“It was no secret — we were on fumes. We go play the Dodgers, and they were just the better team. 
You can’t hang your head. We threw it all out there and we just came up short.” 
 
The lessons learned from last year can help the Cubs get back to where they want to be. We’ll soon find 
out if this group can avoid the slow start that forced it to expend more energy in the second half of 
2017, leaving them on fumes when they needed a lift in late October. 
 
In the meantime, Rizzo is just glad to be talking baseball on a sunny day in Arizona. 
 
He might never be the same, as Maddon said, but Rizzo is ready to do whatever is asked of him, whether 
it’s by the Cubs or his hometown. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Refreshed Kyle Hendricks feels ahead of schedule 
By Mark Gonzales 
 



 

The Sloan Park radar gun clocked Kyle Hendricks’ fastball in the high 80 mph range consistently 
Wednesday. 
 
Although that might be a few ticks slower than the average major-league fastball, it was a good sign for 
Hendricks and the Cubs after he battled a dip in velocity during the first half of the 2017 season. 
 
Hendricks said he was unaware of the readings in his first spring start, but he felt sharp and believes 
being one year removed from the physical and mental fatigue suffered after winning the 2016 World 
Series has helped. 
 
“We learned a lot about how to prepare ourselves in the offseason, so I think the work I put in this 
offseason got me back in shape,” Hendricks said after striking out three and allowing only one hit – a 
two-run home run to Athletics left fielder Khris Davis in the first. “I feel strong and healthy, whereas 
coming off in 2016 maybe we babied it too much or (didn’t) put the work in. I definitely feel fresh and 
strong.” 
 
Hendricks, who pitched Game 7 of the 2016 World Series, learned a lesson on how to prepare following 
another playoff run. 
 
“All the media stuff, and all of a sudden you’re back at spring training and it feels like you haven’t left 
baseball but you’re not playing Game 7 anymore,” Hendricks said. “Now you’re’ playing Game 1 (in 
April). To almost keep that killer instinct from Game 1 to the end, that’s something we had to learn.” 
 
Hendricks said his strikeout of Stephen Piscotty in the second on a backdoor sinker was a good sign of 
his sharpness. Hendricks also threw an 81-mph changeup that disrupted the timing of left-handed hitter 
Matt Joyce, who grounded to second base for the second out of the first. 
 
“It was the best changeup I threw,” Hendricks said of his signature pitch. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
David Bote working with Cubs hitting coach Chili Davis to reveal hidden power 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
David Bote claims he’s always had the potential to hit for power well before he hit 14 home runs last 
season for the Cubs’ Double-A Tennessee affiliate. 
 
“I’ve been working the past few years on how to translate that to a game situation with more 
consistency,” said Bote, who is 5-for-12 with a triple in exhibition play. 
 
Bote hit four home runs for Mesa in the Arizona Fall League and spent little time resting after being 
added to the Cubs’ 40-man roster. He reported to Arizona in January to work with new hitting coach 
Chili Davis. 
 
“He’s unbelievable with the mental side,” Bote said. “He’s got some drills that have refined things as 
well. I’ve been lucky to work with great hitting coaches across the board.” 
 
Bote, an 18th round pick in the 2012 draft, has received plenty of playing time due to Ben Zobrist’s back 
soreness and Kris Bryant’s illness. Bote has spent most of his minor-league career as a second baseman, 



 

but he also has played a lot of third base and even some outfield. In fact, Bote has played at least 10 
games at every position except catcher and even appeared in five games as an emergency relief pitcher. 
 
Bote, who turns 25 in April, spent all of 2017 in AA but has had two brief trials at the AAA level. In 16 
games with AAA Iowa in 2014 and 2016, the right-handed-hitting Bote had a slash line of .375/.444/.563 
with 2 homers and 6 RBI in 32 total at-bats. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Wednesday's spring recap: Cubs 7, Athletics 5 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Backup catcher Chris Gimenez drove in four runs with a pair of two-run singles Wednesday as the Cubs 
beat the Athletics 7-5 before 8,313 fans at chilly Sloan Park. In his spring debut, Kyle Hendricks allowed a 
two-run home run to Khris Davis. Before the game, Hendricks was named to start the second game of 
the regular season March 30 at Miami. 
 
At the plate: Anthony Rizzo executed a hit-and-run play with a single that advanced Javier Baez from 
first to third base in the first. Second baseman Ryan Court, a Dundee-Crown High School graduate, 
smacked a home run in the seventh off Chris Hatcher. 
 
On the mound: Left-hander Justin Wilson, beset by control problems after joining the Cubs in a deadline 
trade, pitched a perfect third. Eddie Butler pitched two scoreless innings. 
 
In the field: Center fielder Albert Almora Jr. misplayed Jed Lowrie’s knuckling line drive for a two-base 
error that set up the homer to Davis in the first. 
 
On the base paths: Look for third base coach Brian Butterfield to test the outfield arms of opponents as 
he was aggressive in waving Gimenez from first base to home on Efren Navarro’s double. 
 
Key number: 7 — Cubs home runs hit in exhibition play. 
 
Up next: Vs. Rockies, 2:05 p.m. Thursday at Sloan Park. RH Yu Darvish vs. RH German Marquez. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Can Yu Darvish replace big personalities in clubhouse? Do Cubs need it anymore? 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — The so-called “edge” of John Lackey. The swagger of Jake Arrieta. They were among the 
forces from within the clubhouse the last two years credited with driving some of the Cubs’ historic play 
on the field. 
 
How much did the Cubs lose with the free-agent departures of those starters? How much of that do 
they still need? And what kind of influence will their new big-money starter, Yu Darvish, bring? 
 
“Hopefully, between 15 and 20 wins,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “That always makes the 
clubhouse feel good.” 
 



 

Darvish, the $126 million final piece to the roster, makes his first start of the spring Thursday against the 
Rockies, offering a glimpse of that 15-to-20-win potential, if not the kind of voice he might bring. 
 
“He goes out there and plays like he’s definitely capable of playing, that’ll speak very loudly,” Maddon 
said. 
 
Darvish, a four-time All-Star, is known for one of the widest array of pitches — five, six or even seven, 
depending on how you count them or who you talk to — in the game, and he can throw each pitch 
effectively. 
 
He throws a mid-90s fastball, and he has proved over the last 1½ seasons that he’s back to full strength 
after Tommy John surgery. 
 
“We’ve all seen his stuff. It adds a confidence boost,” Cubs left-hander Mike Montgomery said. “It 
makes other teams look at us with a little more respect. It gives us that confidence we’re going to go out 
there and win every game. You know that’s not going to happen, but that’s what our mindset is.” 
 
How does he fit into the tightly knit clubhouse? How does he interact? What’s his personality? 
 
From the outside looking in, he seems quiet and task-minded, busy and almost always headed to the 
next thing on mornings before practice. 
 
“He’s kind of got this real quiet, good sense of humor,” Maddon said. “I think he takes a lot in. He’s very 
observant. Interaction-wise, it’s been very comfortable.” 
 
The Cubs’ front office prides itself on the human side of its analysis of players, how they mesh with 
teammates and how they conduct themselves away from the field. 
 
“One of the things we love about him at this moment in time is we think he’s not gotten to the point 
with his mental abilities and focus and his maturity to match his physical abilities,” team president Theo 
Epstein said when the Cubs announced the signing. “We think he’s at a real nice point in his career.” 
 
That wasn’t always the perception, especially early in his career with the Rangers. 
 
Chris Gimenez, a teammate with the Rangers then and the Cubs now, suggested Darvish was 
uncomfortable with his “rock star” status and all the attention he got after signing his first American 
contract. 
 
“I think at the beginning, he didn’t really communicate with guys,” said Gimenez, who said that began to 
change with Rangers teammates joking and “messing” with him. “And he kind of opened up a little bit.” 
 
One thing Gimenez discovered about Darvish: “He’s sneaky funny.” 
 
He has shown some of that just in the last several months. During a postseason news conference last 
fall, he was asked about all the changes the Dodgers had asked him to make to his mechanics — and 
whether there was anything they did not ask him to change. 
 
“They told me, ‘Hey, you should not change your good-looking face,’ ” he said. 
 
And when someone asked him during his first Cubs news conference if he liked having his old catcher 
and friend Gimenez on the team, Darvish said, “I like [Willson] Contreras better.” 



 

 
“I just think getting his personality out there is a big part of it,” Gimenez said. “You want guys to feel free 
and loose, and then you get the best out of guys. 
 
“This is a great fit for him because he can kind of just be who he is and doesn’t have to be somebody 
who he doesn’t feel he is.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs score early, hold on to top Athletics 7-5 in Cactus League play 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — A pair of home runs leading off the ninth against Luke Farrell made it close, but Farrell 
struck out the next two batters and the Cubs held on for a 7-5 victory over the Athletics on Wednesday 
at Sloan Park. The Cubs improved to 4-1-1. 
 
Start him up 
 
Kyle Hendricks struck out three in two innings in his first spring start Wednesday, just a few hours after 
manager Joe Maddon announced he would start the second game of the season. After a two-out error 
in the first inning, Hendricks gave up a home run to Khris Davis on a 3-2 fastball. “I wasn’t going to put 
him on [with a walk],” Hendricks said. The right-hander retired the next four batters, including three 
consecutive strikeouts. “I don’t know what the [velocity] was, but it felt crisp coming out of my hand,” 
he said. 
 
Justin case to be made 
 
Justin Wilson, who struggled mightily with command after being acquired in a trade-deadline deal last 
year, appears to have rediscovered the mechanics that made him a successful setup man and closer for 
the Tigers — and maybe his command, as well. In his first inning this spring, Wilson pitched a 1-2-3 third, 
including a strikeout of Matt Joyce to end it. 
 
Bryant close 
 
Third baseman Kris Bryant, who has missed the last three games because of flu-like symptoms, had a 
light practice and still could be a couple of days from returning. “He still was a little washed out, but he’s 
feeling better,” Maddon said. “He just needs to eat to get his strength level back up. I asked him, ‘Please 
don’t rush it.’ ” 
 
Gimenez cricket! 
 
Backup catcher Chris Gimenez opened the Cubs’ scoring with a two-out, bases-loaded single up the 
middle in the first, then singled sharply through a glove matador wave by the third baseman for two 
more runs in the third. He got thrown out trying to take second on the play. 
 
On deck 
 
Rockies at Cubs, Mesa, German Marquez vs. Yu Darvish, 2:05 p.m. Thursday, cubs.com audio. 
 
-- 



 

 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs Jon Lester: decline of 200-inning pitchers ‘terrible for the game’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. – When Cubs manager Joe Maddon says pitcher Jon Lester is more vocal this spring than any 
of his first three seasons with the Cubs, it comes without a trace of Maddonistic exaggeration or 
misdirection. 
 
Already this spring, Lester has gone off on major league owners for freezing the recent free agent 
market and blasted MLB’s efforts to speed up pace of play with such schemes as limiting visits to the 
mound by players and staff. 
 
But if you really want to fire him up, ask him whether there’s anything positive about the fact that 200-
inning pitchers are starting to look like an endangered species and whether he thinks it’s a trend that 
will continue. 
 
“I hope not,” he said. “I think it’s terrible for the game. That puts too much pressure on your bullpen. 
That means you’re using them more. The bad things about those guys, man, is they’re on call every 
night. There’s a time and a place [for leaning on the bullpen], and the playoffs are a different animal and 
you throw that out the window. But what you do in the playoffs is not what you do in the seasons.” 
 
Last year, for only the second time in his 10 full seasons in the majors, Lester fell short of 200 innings 
pitched, finishing with 180 2/3, mostly because of a lat injury that landed him on the DL for two weeks – 
and it still burns in his gut. 
 
“I feel like I let the team down,” he said. 
 
But Lester is actually a rare pitcher in the game today, even with last year’s workload blip, especially if 
he returns to 200-inning form this year. 
 
Only 15 pitchers reached the 200-inning mark each of the last two seasons as teams have emphasized 
bloated bullpens, pitch limits and cautious approaches with starters’ arms. 
 
That’s down from the 28 in 2015, 34 the year before that and 36 the year before that – numbers that 
also are historically low. 
 
As recently as 2010 45 pitchers reached that mark – 50 as recently as 2005. 
 
And the 15 marks the lowest number of 200-inning pitchers in a season in the majors since Greg 
Maddux was the only one to reach 300 during a strike-shortened 1994 season in which that strike in 
early August ended his season at 25 starts. 
 
“The season’s too long to rely on your starters every nigh to go give, maybe six,” Lester said. “It’s too 
many outs for those [bullpen] guys to get to have them fresh and ready to go by the playoffs. I feel like 
starters need to be more accountable and go deeper into games. 
 
“Whether people are going to agree with me or not in this new age of the game. … I think everything 
goes in cycles, and I think it’ll all come back. I just don’t think out of a No. 1 or a No. 2 guy, 170 or 180 
innings is enough.” 
 



 

-- 
 
The Athletic 
Chili Davis brings instant credibility and an attitude adjustment as new Cubs hitting coach 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Chili Davis held a yellow legal pad and a baseball glove in his left hand while talking to 
Addison Russell and mimicking a right-handed pitcher’s windup and release point. 
 
In an age of iPads and Apple watches, Davis is an old-school, hands-on hitting coach. The Cubs still 
believe in Big Data — and will keep trying to find any competitive advantage through virtual-reality 
goggles, neuroscience and heat maps — but they wanted that different kind of presence on Field 6 at 
the Sloan Park complex in Mesa. 
 
Davis has it after a 19-year playing career during which he launched 350 homers as a switch-hitter, made 
three All-Star teams and won three World Series rings with the Minnesota Twins and New York Yankees. 
 
“I might come off as a nice guy, but when I got a bat in my hand, I’m not,” Davis said. “For me, it was 
kind of a pride factor as a player. I understand how good you are, but I also believe in how good I am, 
too. This is not going to be easy. It’s going to be a fight. You’re going to have to bring your best to get me 
out.” 
 
That attitude adjustment is why the Cubs targeted Davis, who became available last October when the 
Boston Red Sox fired manager John Farrell after back-to-back 93-win seasons, division titles and first-
round playoff exits. So hitting coach John Mallee got Rick Renteria’d, fired after three seasons in which 
the Cubs advanced to the NLCS three times, won a World Series and twice scored 800-plus runs. 
 
During a classic Cubs Convention moment in January, manager Joe Maddon praised the coaches who got 
fired in a major staff shakeup … and then said the new guys are “graduate school” next-level teachers 
for their young players. 
 
“Joe’s setting me up,” Davis said with a laugh. 
 
Davis and Maddon go all the way back to the California Angels of the mid-1990s. Davis remembered 
Maddon as the guy on a computer telling him about matchups — information that lined up with his 
years of observation and experience. Maddon remembered Davis as a cigar-smoking dude who loved to 
sit around and talk hitting. 
 
The Cubs hope Davis can connect after a disappointing October where the Washington Nationals and 
Los Angeles Dodgers dominated too many at-bats and shut down their offense (.168 batting average, 
.530 OPS and 105 strikeouts in 10 playoff games). 
 
“I wasn’t there,” Davis said. “We were busy losing ourselves in Boston.” 
 
Davis doesn’t pretend to have all the answers or a unique hitting philosophy or special insight into a 
group of hitters who were mostly strangers before he took this job. 
 
Davis does have an easy confidence that also comes from his last six seasons as a hitting coach, when 
the Oakland A’s and Red Sox went 5-for-6 in playoff appearances and Josh Donaldson, Yoenis Cespedes, 
Josh Reddick, Coco Crisp, Mookie Betts and David Ortiz all showed up in the American League MVP 
voting. 



 

 
“First and foremost, he was a great hitter,” said Cubs assistant general manager Randy Bush, who played 
with Davis on the Twins team that won the 1991 World Series. “But beyond that, he’s a really outgoing, 
affable guy, so he had the ability to come in [to Minnesota] and just fit right in with the team. He’s a 
very good communicator. He likes to express his thoughts and he likes to have dialogue. 
 
“You’re not going to have to drag info out of him. If you ask him what he thinks, he’s going to tell you. 
But I think that our guys will quickly find a good rapport with him. If anybody can come in and hit the 
ground running, he can because of his people skills and his communication skills.” 
 
Does being a good hitter translate into being a good hitting coach? 
 
“What it does is, instead of having to earn your credibility, you get it and then you would have to lose it, 
if that makes sense,” Bush said. “When you have a major league track record like he does, that allows 
you to come in and you are already given that credibility that you know what you’re talking about, 
instead of having to earn it.” 
 
In a typical Boston moment — before announcing the five-year, $110 million J.D. Martinez contract — 
Red Sox principal owner John Henry did a state-of-the-team address at the start of spring training and 
said “our approach last year was lacking.” 
 
The 2018 Cubs will essentially return the same group of hitters and hope good health and another year 
of experience will lead to natural improvement. This is still a team built by Theo Epstein and a front 
office shaped by “Moneyball” and four-hour games at Fenway Park. Even firing Mallee sort of validated 
his hard work and philosophy, because the Philadelphia Phillies quickly hired him for their rebuild while 
the Cubs promoted his good friend — Andy Haines — from minor league hitting coordinator to assistant 
hitting coach. 
 
“You can tell — I’m a talker,” Davis said. “My mindset in the course of a ballgame is I’m focused on how 
we can beat this guy. How do we beat that guy? Hopefully, that transfers to them. That’s what I tried to 
do in Oakland. That’s what I tried to do in Boston. 
 
“It’s not time for mechanics up there. I don’t want to talk about mechanics. Let’s talk about how we beat 
this guy as a team. I have to set up Jason Heyward. Jason Heyward’s going to set up [Anthony] Rizzo. 
We’re going to set each other up and try to keep pressure on every pitcher we face. Because if we don’t 
put pressure on them, then they’re just breezing through innings. 
 
“We want them to realize when you face us, you’re going to have to pitch. You’re going to have to beat 
us. We’re not just going to let you beat us. We’re not going to beat ourselves.” 
 
Davis clearly understands that you can only do so much in this job. He can’t stop Javier Baez from 
swinging so hard that he almost falls over, but he can discuss the art of switch-hitting with Ian Happ. He 
doesn’t want to hear any suggestions about how to fix Heyward’s swing, because he wants to see it with 
his own eyes first. 
 
The Cubs already have a research-and-development department, a mental skills program and years of 
video to binge-watch. But to get back to the World Series, they felt like they needed Chili. 
 
“We get a lot of numbers in this game,” Davis said. “We were in Boston in 2016 and I had a number 
thrown at me: ‘You guys are probably the worst offensive team with the bases loaded. Why is that?’ 
 



 

“Well, we were the best offensive team in baseball. Period. My answer to that was we created that 
situation so much. That’s what I’d like to see here, just constantly putting pressure on pitchers. Keep 
pressure on pitchers. They might wind their way out of it one time — or weasel their way out of it — but 
you do it again. 
 
“Being on three World Series teams as a player, to me, the common denominator with those three 
teams was how we approached games day in and day out as an offense. That’s exactly what we did. You 
just kept applying pressure, applying pressure. Until eventually the right guy comes up to the plate and 
the floodgates open.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
After first spring start, Kyle Hendricks is confident 2017 struggles are behind him 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
MESA, Ariz. — When Kyle Hendricks' mechanics are where he wants them to be, you’ll often see the 
best version of the soft-tossing righty. 
 
That version, of course, is the one who mowed through the National League in 2016 as he delivered a 
2.13 ERA and earned a third-place finish in Cy Young voting. It's also the pitcher who returned from the 
disabled list last July and posted a 2.19 ERA in his final 13 starts. In Hendricks' spring debut on 
Wednesday, he looked very similar to that pitcher in his brief work on the mound. 
 
Hendricks tossed two innings, striking out three and walking none while allowing just one hit — a long 
two-run homer on a fastball he was just trying to get over the plate after running the count full to 
slugger Khris Davis. Other than that, Hendricks looked as crisp as he does when he’s at his best. 
 
Perhaps one of the better indicators of future success was that he was consistently hitting 87 on the 
radar gun. Hardly lighting it up, but for those who know Hendricks and how much he struggled with his 
velocity last season, it’s easy to understand why that’s a good sign. 
 
“In the years I’ve been really good, I’m in my mechanics already,” Hendricks said. “Which is what I feel 
right now. Having the angle on my fastball like that, getting glove-side early. The fact that I’m there, 
that’s kind of a benchmark for me, that’s a good sign. Going forward, it’s just solidifying it for me. So it’s 
the reps, every one making it so it’s second nature now. So you get in a zone and you don’t even think 
about it.” 
 
Last April, Hendricks was averaging 85.7 mph on his sinker, about two and a half ticks below what he’d 
averaged on the pitch the previous two seasons. Part of what hampered Hendricks was mental and 
physical exhaustion after a wild World Series run that led to an offseason packed with celebrations and 
public appearances. 
 
“I think it’s the emotions,” Hendricks said. “Just having such a high [after winning it all] basically. And 
then you have all the media stuff, it feels like you have no offseason. All of a sudden you’re back at 
spring training. It feels like you haven’t left baseball, but you’re not playing Game 7 anymore. Now 
you’re playing April, it’s Game 1 of the season. Just to keep that killer instinct from Day 1 of the season 
all the way through the end, that’s something that we had to learn.” 
 
Instead of suggesting that the quick turnaround last offseason was impossible to really work with, 
Hendricks seems to have used it as a learning experience. 



 

 
“I think the work I put in this offseason just really got me back in shape,” Hendricks said. “I feel strong 
and really healthy. Whereas coming off ’16, maybe we babied it too much. You gotta put the work in. I 
definitely feel fresh and strong right now.” 
 
But there’s a balance. During the season, Hendricks is a dogged worker who has historically thrown on a 
daily basis. If Hendricks’ mechanics are off, like he felt they were early last season — a key reason his 
velocity was so down — then that means even more throwing so he can try and re-find his delivery. 
However, last season’s near-constant work may have led to the finger issue that kept him out of action 
for seven weeks. 
 
“After talking to the doctor, he had seen a couple cases of it,” Hendricks said. “The only thing he said 
was higher reps was what he had heard from [nearly] every pitcher it had happened to. It made sense 
for me, because at the point of the year I was at, my mechanics weren’t solid. So my reps started getting 
higher, I was trying to find it. I threw two bullpens and the number of pitches in both of those ramped 
up. I was always a guy who threw a lot so I wasn’t sure what my ceiling was or that I could go too far. So 
to have that happen was almost a blessing in disguise. So I know what to change, I guess. Just keep the 
reps normal even if I get out of mechanics.” 
 
Hendricks said that he’s changed some of his routine. He limits the amount he’ll throw the day after a 
start, sometimes not throwing at all the next day. He’s also capped his side sessions to 30 pitches in his 
first bullpen in between starts and 10 to 15 for the second one. And if he’s feeling right with his 
mechanics, he may limit his throwing even more. 
 
“Two really good years in a row, he’s overcome some difficult moments during the season and made 
some adjustments,” manager Joe Maddon said. “He knows he can do that. He knows what it’s like to 
just nail it down and run with it. He’s become a really solid major league starting pitcher. Really high-end 
guy with less than the velocity that everyone's looking for. But his approach is spectacular. And he 
knows it. He knows ‘I belong here, I can do this right now.’” 
 
Maddon said it’s one thing to face adversity, everyone has to do that in their lives. It’s how a person 
reacts to those moments that define them. And the fact that Hendricks was able to not only face the 
adversity, but overcome it is why Maddon is so sure last season was a critical growth moment for him. 
 
It’s all part of the process for Hendricks, who at 28 is entering his fourth full season in the bigs. Each year 
provides him with more knowledge on how to treat his body in between starts, during the offseason and 
how to better utilize his stuff on the mound. Earlier on Wednesday, Maddon announced Hendricks will 
follow Jon Lester in the rotation, giving the righty the nod over the Cubs' big free agent addition, Yu 
Darvish, who will follow him with José Quintana and Tyler Chatwood rounding out the five-man rotation. 
 
“It means a lot for me,” Hendricks said. “I never look at those things as goals for me. But if that’s 
happening, that means the goals I’ve set for myself are coming true. I’m putting in the work and the 
results are coming. I’m so lucky to be in this system and have these guys around. Not just the veteran 
players to learn from, but the coaching staff. They’ve just taught me so much. I definitely wouldn’t be at 
this level without all of them around me.” 
 
When Hendricks was named the Game 1 starter of last fall’s playoff series against the Washington 
Nationals, Lester suggested it was a passing of the torch of sorts. Perhaps Lester isn’t quite to the point 
of passing along those Opening Day duties, but his words of support for the emerging righty has helped 
build Hendricks’ confidence along the way. 
 



 

“To have what Lester said to me before that game, that really solidified things for me,” Hendricks said. 
“Joe’s always telling me to be yourself. From the day I got called up, that was his line to me. 'Be you, be 
you.' It’s taken a few years, but it’s really settled in for me and I think I’m able to be myself when I come 
to the ballpark.” 
 
That's a player who is loose around his teammates, but ultra-focused and rarely emotional on the 
mound. It's a pitcher who may hit 90 mph on the radar gun on his best day, but still can flummox 
opponents without the intimidation factor of big velocity. And it's a person who appears to have learned 
from his lowest professional moments and is primed to get back to being at his best. 
 
-- 
 
 


